MUCILA&ES,

CHAP. VIIL

OF MUCILAGES.

Fy

I'se term Mucilage, understood as denoting a particu«
far preparation in Pharmacy, is applied to solutions of
gummy matter in watér, sufficiently concentrated to have
a certain degree of viscidity 5 or to similar solutions ob-
fained by the maceration of water on vegetables, in which
this kind of matter abounds. They are principally em-
ployed as vehicles for other substances, either to suspend
powders in liquids, to diffuse oils or resinous matter in

water, or to give form and tenacity to pills.

MuciLaco aMyL1. Starch Mucilage. (Mucilago Amy-
by, Ph. Lond. Dub.)

“ Take of Starch, half an ounce ; Water, one pound.
Rub the starch, with the water gradually added to it, then
boil them for a short time.”

Starch is the fecula of wheat, and though perfectly in-
soluble in cold water, is dissolved by boiling water, and
forms a gelatinous solution. This starch-mucilage is
P‘"]IICiIJaI]y used as a vehicle for giving opium under the
form of enema
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