ESCHAROTICS.

CHAP. -ALX.
OF ESCHAROTICS,

Fscusrorics @re substances which erode or dissolve
the animal solids. They produce erosion or, ulceration,
. either by directly combining with the animal matter, and
forming a soft pulp, or a species of eschar: Or they
sometimes appear to act by a resulting afhnity, causing
the elements of the soft solids to enter into new combin-
ations, whence their cchesion is subverted, and their
composition changed. In both cases the life of the part
is destroyed. They are employed principally to remove
excrescences, to establish an ulcer, or to change the' sur-
face of an ulcerated part, converting it into a simple sore.

The action of all of them is purely chemical.
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Tue MiNERAL Actps act rapidly as escharotics, especial- is

|y the sulphuric and nitric acid 5 but from their fluidity they 0

can seldom be conveniently applied. m

SUPER-SULPHAS ALUMINE ET POTASSE. Alumen. Alum. N

ALum, from its excess of acid, hasa degree of escharo-

tic power ; and under the form of dried alum, in which

its water of cr}rstaﬂizatiun is expelled, is sometimes used
1l

- 1 1 r
in fine powder to check the growth of fungous ex-

crescences from ulcers. This powder, rubbed with a
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little sugar, is, from the same property, applied to re-

move opaque specks from the cornea.

Porassa. Lo -'\\1";:_51,{'. -175.;]

PurE potash, in its solid state, forms a powerful es-

charotic, which has long been in use under the name of
Causticum Commune Acerrimum. When its solution,
before being evaporated entirely to dryness, is mixed with
a portion of lime, its operation is rendered rather weaker :
this preparation is named Causticum Commune Mitius.
Either of them is made into a paste with soap, and ap-
plied to the part. This application s frequently employ-
ed to establish an ulcer, and sometimes in preference to
incision to open a tumor : it is attended with a consider-
able degree of pain, and a sense of burning heat ; after i
is removed, a cataplasm is applied, by which this is re-
lieved, and suppuration established. Mr Simmons has
recommended potash in preference to other escharotics,
to prevent the effects from the bite of a rabid animal ; it
is applied freely to the bitten part; and the preventive
operation of excisiony he has supposed, may be rendered

more certain by touching the surface with potash.
b 4 1}

P

NiTRAS ARGENTI. Nitrate of Silver, Causticum L
nare. Lunar Caustic.
TwHis preparation 1s obtained by dissolving silver in
nitric acid, evaporating the solution to dryness, melting
she mass by a gentle heat, and while liquid running it into

vlindrical moulds, in which, as it cools, it becomes con
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crete. It is the caustic which 1s 11 most common use 101

checking the growth of fungous excrescences, or chan-

ging the diseased surface of an ulcer, a little of it being e
dissolved in as small a portion of water as is sufficient,
and applied by a pencil to the part. 0O
Murias antimonit. Muriate of Antimeny., (Page 326). \
THis preparation of antimony has been used as an es-

charotic, but being liquid it is not easily confined to the

part on which it is designed to act, and it has no parti- 1
cular advantage to recommend it. ¢
|

SyLpHAs currI. Sulphate of Copper. Vitriolum Cee-

ruleum. DBlue Vitriol.

Tuts salt is 2 mild escharotic, and from this mildness
of its operation is adapted to particular cases. Its solu-
tion in water is sometimes employed to change the dis-
sod surface of sores, especially of venereal sores, and
eased surrace Oof SOT€s, especlally ol venereal §ores, anc
either in solution, or in powder mixed with any mild vege-
table powder, it is applied to remove specks on the eornea.
B Y e i Iy
L

w-OPPET. LILTUG
il B

SuUB-ACETAS CUPRI. Sub-acetate o
ZEris, Verdigrease.

Tr1s preparation i3 formed by stratifying plates ot
A t s 4 (=] i

copper with the husks of the grape. These suffer a slow

fermentation, whence vinegar is formed ; and this acting
on the copper, forms a green oxide, with which a portion

byt

of the acid likewise combines, so as to form a sub-acet

It is in frequent wse as an eschar
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4, .nze the surface of foul ulcers, being applied undex
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ment mixed with lard. in the same form,

Aiad ae a atimu . ne s Iinde { . l‘ |
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n"‘frjz‘.-—-l'l‘.-.,-'_t. Sub-acet. L-u]“-'.. £ Lid Dl =
Autuginis, Lhuv. J ong.
MyuRrias HYDRAR RI COR SIVUS., ‘_Orrosiv Y ate
)
£\
THis preparation o1 mercury 1s occasionally empl
A i ] 4 I

25 an escharotic. Its solution in water, in the propor-

tion of one grain to the ounce, is in particular applied

venereal ulcers. And still more dilute, it is sometimes
2

used as a lotion to herpetic eruptions,

""" ARGYRI. |J' -111 Lr\ c 'LJl .\' ercury.
J

arotic, and as 2 sti-

Twg1s is in common use as an €8
ulcers. Reduced

nulant ;:;71'.‘.ic..r1mu to foul and lar

- | . tha » P Y =

to fine powder, it 1 ‘rr nkled on the part, or it 15 app lied
- | =Fs P | s 1. . ~ £ - . £ tha nr »

mixed with lard in the form of ointment 5 1or the prepara=

. £ AP T . ) I L
vion of which, a formula is given 1n the Pharmacopoeias.

Prep.—Ung. Sub-nitr. Hydrargyr. Pi, Dk,
f & 3 d (=]

Nur 1Y . I = ey AT TTT S L Ase . 1
*!.\;u M ARSLENICI A\ LEUM, {-.J}I:\J]'..' () | Arsenic. :hi - e bl

WaiTe oxide of arsenic has been frequently emplc
7
2 v avtkarnal annlication e 1 +h L i+ hae
s an external appiication to cancer, and thougl it fids
B 1 . % - Sty e . 9 4514
rded as in some measure specific, 18 iMmediate
; ! )
that of an escharotic. It was first introduced as
)
ol Li, !‘::':.\'.-\L] w11!1 SEeVC-

an empirical remedy, and was appl

| vegetable powders, and made into a paste with the
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volk of an egg : this, in a few hours, formed an eschar, by

whu‘.n the diseased surface was changed; and by exciting
suppuration by the application of cataplasms, this was
thrown off. It hassince been used under the form of oi g
tnrown ofr. t hassince been used under the form o oInt-

ment or solution. The latter has been supposed the least
painful form, though perhaps it is not the most effectual

¢"_‘]1 {_{r;'““l are d I't.ﬂ]'u ;1 111 one ounce (11 water, and fl“

C
solution is applied 1\\' a p._-'iu:il to the sore. It not un- |
frequently amends the discharge, causes the sore to con |

’ &

tract in size, and cases have even been related of its ha-
ving effected a cure. Violent lancinating pain is some-
times produced by its application ; and in some cases,
from its continuance, the general system appears to be

affected; a symptomatic cough being induced, which can-
not be relieved but by suspending the application, and when
this does come on, the use of the arsenic ought to be
stopt, It requires, therefore, to be used with caution.

JUNIPERUS SABINA. Savine. (See p. 873.)

I'ae leaves of savine possess an acrid power,
whence they are employed as escharotic. The powder
sprinkled on warts or excrescences removes themj or
made 1nto an ointment with lard, is used as an applica-

tion to old ulcers, and to some obstinate cutaneous 2

tions : it has also been recommended as superior to any
other stimulating applicaticn in exciting that degree of
suppuration, necessary to keep up a discharge from an is-
sue.

U,-’E.-*. Ps'f;y._C:-r:lr.Z‘-L.1'-;:?~.-. ¢y Pk Lond, Dub.—0l, S
bir ®, L'/ . Ed, Db,
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