ANTACIDS.

CHAP. XVIL
OF ANTACIDS.

rgy » —— .
l HESE are remedies which obviate acidity n the sto=

mach, by combining with the acid and neutralizing it.

The substances most pow
and which can be employed, are the alkalis, and a-

erful in exerting this kind of ac-

tion,

mong the earths mugrsc:',in and lime. They can be regarded

only as palliatives, the production of the acid being to be

prevemud by the administration of remedies c-.xpn‘.a!e of
restoring the tone of the stomach. They are employed

in dyspepsia, and in diarrheea arising from acidity.

AMMONIA
CALx.
MAGRESIA
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tash passes through in sclution, sufl
medicinal application.  This solution (Aq. Potasse) is
sometimes employed to relieve the symptoms from acidi-

neration !,f".- aCcicl 15 cOonstant andad .'.I}!.l;llul,,u'..

ty, where the g

{1[3';11}1 gi\'ﬂ]‘. in a dose of 15 cil_'f:p:; diluted in water. Its
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sub-carbonate, or the neutral carbon

sionally employed in solution. DBut the most ce 1
form under which the alkal 1s used as an antacid, 1s the
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sup carbonate. I'or the "ll'.."l".'.l"..:‘.aJ!! Or th 1 Iormula
15 introduced into the Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia, an ounce
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of water, and this being combined by a moderate de

01 pressure with an excess of carbonic




ANTACIDS. 467

eable pungency communicated. The liquoris ta-

£
-

agre
Len as an antacid, in the dose of half-a-pound occasion=

Sopa. Soda.

¥ T s e . . a
Crrs alkali is obtained in the state of carbonate, from

o saline matter, formed in the combustion of marine

-

vegetables, the barilla of commerce. In its pure state it

is not employed in medicine ; the carbonate or sub-car=-

15 honate is used asa lithontriptic, rarely as an antacid 3 but

the 5nper-{'.u‘r.im.n’.'g- 15 {'ru::_n-:l'.:h' taken. It is l‘l'z'a"l'lfl'i'-_"d
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: :n the same manner as the super-carbonate of potash, the
? !
15 proportions being so adiusted that the strength of each
+1 o

.ame. It is therefore taken in th

o) solution is nearly the s
Y 2me dose, and is usually preferred, as being supposed to
& be more mild, to the super-carbonate of potash water.

AunoNIA. Ammon

in water (Aq. Ammonizx)

il

ts e solution of amm

I' ® . .

o is sometimes used as an antacid, and it has been recom-
]

sended by Dr S5ims as superior even to the other alkalis

her symptoms from acidit ¥:

S in relieving ardialgia, and other sy

he ¢o much so, that he has been led to suppose that these

L symptoms frequently arise, not merely from the liquid

contents of the stomach being acid, but from the elastic

ids 1id with which it is more or less distended having a de-
ree of acidity, on which the ammonia from its volati-

= v m readily acts. From 20 to 30 drops of the so

I'he solution OX
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the carbonate of ammonia is also used 111 a doge of half-a-
drachm ; and the aromatic ammoniated alkoliol forms a

still more gmtt:ful antacid and stimulant.

Carx. Lime. (Page 236.)
\L g

Lime, under the form of lihe water, is occasionally

used as an antacid, 1n a dose of four or six ounces. It

operates, not only chemically, neutralizing the acid, but

- - . - £ +: four
b'{ 18 ::Strmgum and tonic pow(‘-r c{‘-n'.r'.i)u[z:n to restore
. 7 nate
the tone of the stomach. It is also employed under the
¢ - ‘ o A cels
form of carbonate of lime, of which there are two varie- o

wls : B M ok ik
ties in use, Creta Alba, and Lapilli Cancrorum : the for- s

1 1 5 1 1. a1 ) e tor
mer named by the Edinburgh College Carbonas Calcis

" s | : lar
Mollior, and the latter, Carbonas Calcis Durior. .

alld
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Creta Alba. White C
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LARBONAS CALCIS MOLLIOT
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I'ris is a carbonate of lime, found abundantly in na-

: , X i S rantitine o are
ture, nearly pure, or containing only minute quantities ot

1154

other earths. From the grosser impurities with which it
15 mixed, it is freed by levigation and washing. It is

then named Prepared Chalk, (Creta Preparata.) T
t \ I

3 15

an antacid in very common use. As the compound it

=
Y|
forms with the acid in the stomach has no purgative qua-
lity, but appears to be quite inert, it is the antacid com-
monly employed to check diarrhcea proceeding from aci- y
dity. Itis given in a dose of 1 or 2 drachms, with the ad- :

dition of a small quantity of any aromatic. The chalk
mixture of the Edinburgh Pharmacopecia affords a very

good form for administering it.
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-J;sj,-,.-—--]-.--’l.l-'.'f. Carb. Cale. Comp. Mist. Carb.

Lsnd.—~Puly. Cret. C. et Opio. Ph. Lond.

3

b, Cale. Ed.
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smBONAS CALCIS DURIOR. Cancrorum Lapilli et Che-

. TdD Claws. C ancer fisfacuas.

he head and stomach of the Tmver craw-fish, are

1 i 1
in concretions, consisting princ ally of carbo-

with a little p‘._:t,rs;p]l;'.r.-; of lime and animal

Gl ¥ pPaieh 1

ﬂc-l;ni:a. They are prepared by levigation, and 'u.':!ﬁh?ng
% | .y A n T - w4, | R 2 e D e By
with water, and are named Lapilli Cancrorum praparati,

.narati. The tips of the

formerly Oculi Car

similar in composition,

claws of the common gea-crab are
er. They are named

and are prepared in the same

Chelz Cancrorum praparatx. Both are employed
carbonates of lime, and being prepared with more care
sily di

e in general smoother, and more easily ffused in wa-

the common prepared chalk, though there s

hat -as met with in the shops, they ar

son to believe, t

merely chalk with a little gelatin.

MacnEsiA, Magnesia. (Page 550.)

MAGNESIA 18 a primary earth, usually obtained in
sulphate or

he state of carbonate by decomposing its

muriate by an alkaline® carbonate, and 1n its pure

the carbanic acid by the

state, by expelling from this
application of heat. In either state it is nsed as

acid : the carbonate has the inconvenience, where la
uantities of it require to bx taken, of occasioning fatu
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lence from the disengagement of its carbonic acid, and this

leads to the preference of the pure magnesia, Itis given
in a dose of a scruple or half-a-drachm. The salt which
marnesia forms with the acid in the stomach prove:
:«]igllt!}r I':U.T_};-lt:.\-'('; and this 15 the (J!;J}' reason for distinc-
tion in practice between this earth and the carbonate of
lime, the one being used where diarrhoea accompanies
acidity ; the other where a laxative effect is wished to be

obtained
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