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CHAP. XIII.

OF STALAGOGUES.

NiALAcOGUEs are substances which increase the salivary
discharge. This may be effected either by the mastica-
tion of substances, which, by their acrimony and pun-
gency, excite the action of the vessels which secrete the
saliva, or by the internal exhibition of certain medicines.
Of the latter, mercury is the only certain sialagogue ; and
all its preparations, when administered in certain quanti-
ties, produce saliwation to a greater or less extent.

As a class of remedies, sialagogues are of little impor-
tance. The sialagogue operation of mercury, it has al-
ready been remarked, does not appear essential to its ef-
ficacy in any disease, but is regarded merely as a test of
the mercury acting on the system. The acrid siala-
gogues, by increasing the secretion of saliva, and by their
pungency, sometimes’ relieve the pain of toothach, and
have been supposed useful, by the derivation they occa-

sion, in some kinds of headach.
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HyprRARGYRUS. Quicksilver, (Page 212.)

=

No satisfactory explanation has been given of the pe-
culiarity which mercury, under every form of prepara-

So

have remarked, that in consequence of the gravity of

tion, has of exciting the secretion of the saliva.
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this metal, by which, when réceived into the circulation,
it 1s disposed to retain the *¢ direct line in which it is pro-

pelled from the heart, it is more certainly determined to

the vessels of the h a solution of the difhculty which
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§ altogether absurd. [t has likewise been supposed
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act by lessening the consistence of the blood, and dis-

1 it {0 pass more easily into the sa livary-glands, so

I‘-D‘.‘:j: g
as to increase their secretion,—an opinion equally gra-
Y £

Dr Cullen endeavoured to solve

the prc.‘uiem, by supposing that mercury has ¢ a parti-

cular disposition to apite with ammoniacal salts, and that

such salts are disposed to pass off by the salivary gln.ﬂd?.

more copiously than by any other excretion,” DBut mer-

cury has no peculiar tendency of this kind 3 and if it had,

these salts are not more abundant in the saliva, than in
some other secretions If another | .}Etn:im:s".s might be

hazarded, the tm].]uwia'.;g perhaps would afford some ex-

plan: ition of this singular property. The urine appears

more pecu uliarly de b""lk‘tl to convey matter which has
been received into the circulating mass, but which is still
excrementitious, from the system. To pass, however,

with this fluid, it is necessary -t that the matter conveyed
should be soluble in it ; "and when it is so, we can dis=~

cover it in the secretion by chemical tests. If there 1s
any property connected with it, therefore, which shall
prevent this solubility, it probably will prevent the sub-

stance from being secreted. Now, the phosphoric acid,
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sbundant in urife, must in this mode counteract the se-

eretion of mercury in any form of preparation, by form-
.ing with it a compound insoluble, and to which the slight
excess of acid cannot communicate gsolubility. The mer-

cury, therefore, existing in the circulating mass, when

he course of the circulation, to the secreting

vessels of the kidneys, will not pass through their whole
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2y but if conveyed so far as to be combined with -
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phosphoric acid, will, from this combination, be ingap-
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able of being' conveyed onwards, and will therefore be
retained in the composition of that part of the blood

tion, but returns int -
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i yese eirects,

- : . :
oI opium, ol purgatiy

and, as Mr Pearson
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rues act only by topical appli-
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ANTHEMIS PYRETHRUM. Pellitory of Spain,  Syngenes.
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Turs root, though cultivated in this country, is gene-

rally imlwm_'[{ from Spain. Its taste
acrimony residing in a resinous principle
Bl 1
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which, fron

o
€5, lorn

o

te is hot and acrid, its
which alkohol

tincture. It is a remedy

o the salivary glands, and exciting
2 Y& ’

a discharge of saliva, is used in toothach, and sometimes

aives relief. It has also been chewed in palsy of the

5 of the throat.

root of this plant, when recent, - is extremely
by drying, its acrimony is much impaired. In

o

ting 1t with alkohol, or with water, and evaporating

either solution, an extract is obtained less acrid than the

root 1t

ana n
IO Dears
app

self, the vapour condensed has not much acrimony,

ence the principle in which this property resides
s to be one very easily J-,-.::*.-:“.L-,L\.n-:ml. It resembles

vy, and may be applied to the same purposes, but

pungency is unpleasant. Internally, it has sometimes
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CocHLEARIA ARMORACIA. Raphanus rusticanus, Horse-

T.idi.-‘:h. le:h';r.r':’g#;. Silic. Sff.r'r‘.ru::,':.". f\f:.l;.":.'.'\u ijr‘s-."'.*é;r'.=.".-'f'
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THE root of this plant, when recent, has 2 penetrating

taste, with a degree of sweetness. It excites, when )
chewed, a sense of heat, and a discharge of saliva. Its

pungency resides in an essential oil, and is therefore lost
by drying. Water and alkohol may be impregnated with

s
it

Horse-radish is a stimulant, which, as a sialagogue,
has been used in paralysis of the tongue. It has also
been used internally in paralysis and rheumatism, in
asthma and dropsy, about a drachm of the recent root

cut in small pieces being swallowed entire. Externally
it has been applied as a rubefacient, and its syrup has
been used as a remedy for hoarseness.

Offic. Prep.—Infus. Armorac. Comp. Lond. Dub.—Spir
Armorac. Comp, Ph. Lond.

DAPHNE MEZ

Mezereon. (Page 415.)
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TrE bark of the root of mezereon has a very consider

able degree of a rimony, so that when chewed it im-
presses a sense of heat and irritation in the mouth and
upper part of the throat, and at
the salivary discharge. As a sialagogue, however, it is
scarcely used.

AMOMUM ZINGIBER. Ginger.

CGINGER-RoOT, from its pungency tes, wlien mas-
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ase of heat and increased discharge ol saliva,

_ ticated, a ser
and is sometimes, like other sialagogues, employed to re=
lieve the pain of toothach.
g
n NicoTiana TaBacum, Tobacco. (Page 183.)
: Topacco, when chewed, increases the action of the

¥ alivary glands, and the same effect is produced in the

|

£ usual method of smoking it. Partly from this, and part-
ly from its nmarcotic operation, exerted at the same time

» to a certain extent, it sometimes relieves, especially in the

¥ latter mode of using it, the pain of toothach, or of ear-

n -
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