EMMENAGOGUES,

IE s— Sram—
CHAP. IX.
OF EMMEN AGOGUES.
1 '5& medicines distinguished by the appellation of em-
d menagogues, are those which are capable of promoting
g the menstrual discharge.
1 The suppression of this discharge is supposed to arise
B from debility of the uterine vessels, or deficiency of ac-
f tion in them. Hence, it might be inferred, that the me-
8 dicines capable of exciting it must be such as can stimue
late these vessels.
General stimulants, or tonics, may to a certain degree
have this effect, since, in consequence of their action, the
5 uterine vessels must be stimulated in common with other
parts. There are accordingly several stimulants, both
| diffusible and permanent, empio}'ed as emmenagogues.
It is doubtful whether there is farther any particular
termination to these vessels. It is sufficiently certain,
5 that there are many substances, which, when received in-
H o0 the stomach, have their stimulant operation more

articularly determined to one part than to another ; to
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have been supposed to act, their stimulus being commu-

nicated from the larger intestines to the uterus. They
are probably of advantage too in amenorrheea, simply as
cathartics, removing that state of torpor in the intestinal
canal connected with the disease.

There is also one stimulus, that of electricity, which can

be brought to act directly on the uterine system, and it
has been sometimes found to operate as a powerful em-
".]i‘ll.’!gUglh‘.
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Castoreum. Castor. (Page 196.)

As an emmenagogue, it has been

act

FERRUM. Iron. (Page 223.)
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an emmenagogue, The carbonate of iron is given in a

il
dose of 5 or 10 grains daily, continued for some time 3 i
the more active preparations of the sulphate and muriate
are likewise prescribed, but in general there is some dif-

ﬁml-.y in continuing their administration, unless in small

Tt. doses, from the irritation they are liable to occasion. Il

10 The chalybeate mineral waters afford perhaps the best

rm form of administering iron in amenorrhcea, |
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RGYRUM. .. Quicksilver. 1ge 212.) ii;:

£

THE general stimulant operation- of this metal may,

like that of iron, be supposed to be so far exerted on the

2= uterine system, as to obviate any state, of diminished ac-
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Cl= iion 3 some or 1ts preparations '.u-.':-:n':hn;;l}' occasion- [l
ally employed in amenorrheea. The mild muriate or ca- {11

lomel is the preparation generally used. It is given in
a the dose of a grain: more frequently, however, in com- i
" bination with other emmer gues, to promote their ac- :
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particularly with myrrh, rhubarb, and the preparations of

1ron.

HEeLLEBORUS NIGER. Dlack Hellebore. (Page 354.)

Brack Hellebore 1s a powerful cathartic 5 it was also
highly recommended by Mead as an emmenagogue under
the form of tincture, one drachm of this being given as a
dose at bed-time, and continued for some time. Its em-
menagogue might be supposed to depend on its cathartic
power; in this dose, however, and under this form, it has
little sensible effect 5 and any advantage derived from it
1s extremely doubtful. The extract has been employed
as a more active’ preparation in combination with aloes,

or with carbonate of iron.

SiNargs aLea. DMustard., (Page 832.) Semen.

THE seeds of this plant have a considerable degree of
pungency, and when taken unbruised to the extent of
half an ounce or an ounce have a purgative effect. This
is a popular remedy, not unfrequently used in amenor-

rheea and chlorosis.

Rupia TiNncroruM. Madder. Zetrand. Monogyn. Stel-
late. Radix. South sj 1"4‘:::’5{';.-’-
THE root of this plant i5 in slender twigs, of ared co-
lour ; it has a bitter taste, with little smell. It has been

recommended as an emmenagogue, in a dose of half

a drachm thrice a-day. It appears to be nearly inert, and

its inefficacy is generally acknowledged.
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Ruta GRAVEOLENS. Ruta. Rue. Decand, Monopyn.
Multisiligue. Herba. South of Europe.

THis herb, when recent, has a strong unpleasant smell,

and a bitter taste. By distillation it affords a pungent '

essential oil. It has been prescribed as an emmenagogue
under the form of the watery infusion; and the oil is
sometimes combined with aloes, and other medicines of
the same class, probably with little advantage.

Offic. Prep—Extr. Rute Gr. Ed. Dub.~Ol. Rutz,

Dub.—Confect. Rut®, Lond.

JUNIPERUS SABINA. OSavin. Dicecia. NMonadelol. Conii-

.J,']L: Vi, 4'F".$."I.:'.n'. Si:-.'a’:'l.';l:' Jl' .""..a':i"«!.',n'; =

‘THE leaves of this plant have a bitter penetrating taste,
a strong unpleasant odour, and a considerable degree of
acrimony. They afford a very large quantity of essential
oil, possessing the general virtues of the plant.

Savin is a stimulant, the operation of which has been
supposed to be powerfully directed to the uterine sys-
tem 3 so much so, that, according to the common opinion,
it is capable of procuring abortion. It has in conformity
to this been considered as an emmenagogue, but it is
scarcely ever administered internally. Extermally, the
powder of the dried leaves is used as an escharotic, and
mixed with lard as a stimulant to excite suppuration
from inflamed surfaces.

Offic. Prep.—Extr. Sabing, Ph. Dub,—Cerat. Sabin.

Bub, Lond.—0l, Sabinwe, Ed. Dyb.
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