CATHARTICS.

CHAP. VI
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(aTHARTICS are those medicines which quicken or it 1
crease the evacuation from the intestines ; or which, whe |
given in a certain dose, produce purging. They are mea i

dicines of considerable importance, and differ from eacl
other very considerably in their powers.
the intestines

Cathartics evidently act, by stimulatin

o
o
r

$0 as to increase the natural peristaltic motion. Their
contents are thus more quickly propelled and evacuated.
‘The greater number, or perhaps all of them, have how-
ever a farther effect. ‘They stimulate the extremities of

the exhalant vessels, terminating on the inner surface of

the intestines : they thus cause a larger portion of fluid to

be poured out, and hence the evacuations are more copi-
ous, and of a thinner consistence. Some cathartics have
this power of increasing the effusion of fluids from the
exhalants much more than others, such for instance are
the Saline Purgatives. Dr Cullen has even supposed
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that some may act solely i this way, and without in-
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CATHARTICS. 335
bable that any substance should act as a stimulant on these
vessels, without at the same time stimulating the moving
fibres of the intestines.

ML - - + 1 . Y - S et YR S Ea
The action of cathartics is not confined to the parts to
which they are directly applied. Their stimulus is extend-

ed to the neighbouring organs, and hence they promote

other fluids usunally poured into the intestinal canal.

r

These effects are produced in very different degrees, by

different cathartics, and there seems some reason for ad-

181 mitting an opinion adopted by the ancients, that certain
nea cathartics have peculiar powers, in this respect ; some for
acl instance, having the power more particularly of promot-

ing the discharge of bile, others that of the mucus of the

intestines, or of the serum ; and it is not improbable, adds
Dr Darwin, that the pancreas and spleen may be pecu-
ed. liarly stimulated into action, by some others of this class
W of medicines.

of There is likewise a difference in cathartics with respect
t of to the parts of the intestinal canal on which they act.

o Some increase its peristaltic motion through its whole
pi- length ; others, as aloes, have their action more confined
to the lower part, and principally to the rectum.
the Lastly, it is to be observed, that the action of many
are cathartics is extended even to the stomach ; its peristaltic
sed motion is increased, either from association with the mo-
in- tion of the intestinal canal, or from the action of the sti-
18, mulus of the cathartic applied, and its eontents are there-

fore more quickly discharged by the pylorus, From this
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full dose ot a saline purgative will s metime

operate in half an hour after it is given.
There are several other differences between the med:
cines belonging to this class: some act slowly; others

more quickly : some are liable to occasion nausea and
griping, and in a large dose tenesmus ; others, even when
they operate effectually, are free from these disagreeable

efrects : some produce only one evacuation, others conti

nue to act for a considerable time.

nces between particular cathartics,
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general difierence 1n their mode of operation has been
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1a55ed Une-

hey have been ¢

supp
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der two divisions. ite mildly, without excit-
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r any general affe vstem, without even sti-
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lating perceptibly the vessels of the intestines, and
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hence they merely of the ¢

Others are more powerfully stimulant: they oceasion an
influx of fluids from the exhalant vessels, and from t

neighbouring secreting organs: they even ex
. o o . . '
stimulant effect to the system in general, and if taken

& )

too large a dose are liable to excite much

even inflammation on the surface of the intestines, The
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former are distinguished by the title of Laxatives, the
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latter are named Purgatives, and the stronger of them,
Urastic Purgatives. The distinction is not altogether
B B
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vorrect, since it refers merely to a difference in power !
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fulfilling, their utility in many cases of morbid affection
must be obvious. In some general affections of the sys-
tem, they procure a prompt, copious, and therefore useful
exists retention of the

‘e depletion. And wherever tl
I

ers contents of the intestinal canal, where these contents are

nd i".l:'!’]d, or where e 185 are Pl’[‘:,l_"ill, LOEIT €V~
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1en cuation by the operation of a catharticys the obvious me-
ble thod of treatment.

1ti- The valuable observations of Dr Hamilton have esta-
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however, still more clearly the importance of this
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scarcely aware of the necessity of producing it to a suffi

| cient extent; and in fevers of the typhoid type in particu- n
lar, were frequently deterred from doing so by the fear t

of reducing the strength of the system by an evacuation t

considered as debilitating. Dr Hamilton’s observations g

establish the propriety of the freer use of purgatives in Y

fever, so as to produce complete and regular evacuation 1

. of the bowels, through the whole progress of the disease 3 €
and the cases he has published afford striking proofs of ¢

1 the advantages derived from the practice. It is attended $

| with equal advantage in scarlatina.

Several of the diseases comprehended under the class
|| Neuroses appear to depend on, or to be very intimately
connected with a torpid state of the intestines, from
which an accumulation of their contents takes place,
proving a source of irritation that often affects the gene-

. ral system, Chorea is proved by Dr Hamilton’s obser-

s

vations to arise from this cause; and he has introduced

with great success the mode of treatment, by the free use

of purgatives, continued until the healthy state of the al-
vine evacuation has been established. The same prac-
tice, and with similar success, applies to hysteria, and, in
Dr Hamilton’s opinion, to that species of tetanus, which,
prevailing in warm climates, and in warm seasons, ap-

pears to have its origin in

bowels. And ample evidence has established the success
f the same treatment in the marasmus which attacks the
Of; the same treatment 1. the marasmus which attacks the
young of both sexes, which is marked by loss of appetite,

weakness, wasting of the body, and at length total prostra-
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tion of strength; likewise in chlorosis, and in that heematea

mesis to which females are liable between eighteen and

thirty years of age. In some of these diseases, the quan-
tity 6f matter accumulated in the intestines 1s extremely
great§ the extent to which the exhibition of purgatives
must be carried, and the length of time during which they
must be continued, much exceed what would be calculat-
ed on from the usual administration of remedies of this
class. The whole practice requires therefore both deci-

sion and perseverance.

Analogies from some of these diseases lead to 2 simi-
lar exhibition of cathartics in other fevers, particularly in
the bilious remitting fever of warm climates, in measles,
erysipelas, and small pox likewise in scrofula, in dys-
pepsia, whether simple, or complicated with hysterical
or hypochondriacal manias in cramp of the stomach, or
of the extremities; in palpitation of the heart, and in those
cases of Il}'tfrt'r]_'-‘n'.!bl.l which are not the effect of specific
contagion. With regard to sev ral of these, experience
has established the soundness of the analogy.

In cholic, and in ileus, the exhibition of cathartics is
required, though there is considerable caution necessary
in their application to avoid such irritation as would ex=
cite or increase inflammation. In’dysentery, similar ad-

vantages are derived from them, and the same caution is

requisite in their use.
Cathartics are farther employed with other intentions

than merely to evacuat2 the intestinal canal, From the

effusion of serous fluid which they occasion, by their sti-




mulant action o1

to produce a dimn

whole body,

purging constitutes a |

;_11~.‘.u: Re nen, and 1s H‘-][‘Iiu.i}"'
tions.

mi .
L IEeTE

AT
ASELL

exhalation of




|
£
De=

he flow of the menses, and in tHose liable to hremorrhoi-

affections.  The too frequent use of them induces
wasting of the body, and sometimes renders the intestines

table, so that purging 1s ea iy excited, while
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divided doses 3 as in certain habits, even a small dose 1s

ant symptoms. In general al-

liable to occasion unples
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smaller doses of two or tlree ol

ration 1s more certain and easy.’ They

jrritate less when given mn a liquid form: in that form

too they act more 55‘1'2‘-.'~i.i"k,* than when ;'::\.'1."_‘. in a solid

state : hence, when we wish a cathartic to operate slow-

y, it is best given in the form of pill; and at bed time, as

leep refards the

the state of diminished susceptibility in s
Y
operation. In general, however, it is preferable to give
LS

he dose of a cathartic in the morning, as the operation of

it is less troublesome to the patient. Dr Hamilton has
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pointed out the common error in the exhibition of ca-
thartics, that of their not being given to the requisite ex-
tent ; and given the general rule in all morbid affections,
of repeating, and, if necessary, enlarging the dose while
the evacuations remain offensive, or of an unnatural ap-
pearance, without however carrying their administra-
tion so far as to produce purging, unless this be the in-
dication which is designed to be fulfilled.

| in some measure '.'-.arcurd'mg

to their power, placing those first which operate mildly,

and which have usually been denominated Laxatives, and

pmce{'{iing to those which are more powe , and have

other effects than merely x':'\’i'.'.[fll»l'i?ig the contents of the
canal. The Saline Cathartics may be placed under the
latter division, though their operation, as has been alrea-
dy explained, is somewhat peculiar. To the class may
als

so be added those substances which act as cathartics un-

der the form of Enema,
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ng Manna.
ly, ” CassiA FISTULA.
nd TAMARINDUS INDICA.
ve RiciNnus COMMUNIS.
he SULPHUR,
he MAGNESsIA,
ay D.—PURGATIVES.
= CAssia SENNA.

RHEEUM PALMATUM.
CoNVOLVOLUS JALAPA,
HELLEBORUS NIGER.
DBRYONIA ALBA.
CucumMis COLOCYNTHIS,

MomMoRDICA ELATERIUM,

RHBEAMNUS CATHARTICUS.
ALOE PERFOLIATA.
CONVOLVOLUS SCAMMONIA.
STALAGMITIS CAMBOGIOIDES.
SUB-MURIAS HYDRARGYRI.

SULPHAS MAGNESLE,
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DULPHAS SODE,

SULPHAS POTASS.
SUPER-TARTRAS POTASSE.
TARTRAS POTASSHE,

LARTRAS POTASSHE ET SOD)

PHosrHAS SOD

Muriads sopi.
TEREBINTHINA VENETA.

NICOTIANA TABACUM,
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the general chemical properties of sa

rine matter: it is entirely soluble in water

The chemical difference between it and pure sugar is not

very well established.

When dissolved in alkohol, with

the aid of heat, the solution on cooling deposites crystals

apparently pur ly saccharine ; and by concentration of the

» matter remains

residual liquor, a mucilagino

not L’l’}'dLLLﬂi'ﬂ.ib?L‘, havin,
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Although sugar in its unrefined state proves laxative,
ipanna is so in a greater degree,

The dose of manna, as a laxative, is from one to two
ouiices to an adult, but it scarcely operates with sufficient
effect to admit of being en ployed alone. Though mild
In its operation, it is apt too to produce flatulence and
griping, and hence it is principally used in combination
with other cathartics, particularly with senna, the bitter
taste of which it covers. This combination is in common
use as a purgative to children,

Offic. Prep.—Syrup. Manne. Pharm. Dub.

Cassia ristura. Purging Cassia, or Cassia in pods.

Decand. _-*]f-.-.ls_f.'g " Lomentacees. [;f i ; .E.U;',’r_’}'_a;.' i T
_—
_'r x .

fur. gL ast and West Indies.

THE fruit of this tree is in pods, nearly an inch in dia-
meter, and ten or twelve i length. The external mem-
branous part is firm and hard, the pulp within is of 2
black colour, and has a sweet taste, with a slight degree

of acidity. It is extracted by boiling the bruised podsm

water, and evaporating the decoction. It is soluble in
water. According to Vauquelin’s analysis of it, it con.
tains, besides the fibrous part, gluten, jelly, mucilage, and
saccharine matter.

This pulp proves gently laxative in a dose of four or
six drachms ; in the large dose necessary to occasion pur-
ging, it is apt to induce nausea or griping, and even as a
laxative it has no particular advantage. The sole cons

sumption of it is in the composition of the officinal e
I .
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paration known by the name of Electuarium Sennz.
There is another electuary in the Pharmacopcias, to
which, as being the principal ingredient, it gives its
name, and in which it is combined with manna and pulp
of tamarinds, but this is never used.

Offic. j]l':.jl.—l';lt.'{.'t. Cass. Fist, Ed. Lond, Dub.

TaMARINDUS INDic4, Tamarind, Monadelph. < Triand.
Lomentacez. Fructus conditys. East and West Indies,
America, Arabia.

THE pod of this tree includes several large hard seeds,
with a brown viscid pulp, very acid. This pulp, mixed
with the seeds and small fibres, and with a quantity of
unrefined sugar added to preserve it, forms the Tama-

rinds of the shops. Vauquelin found it to. contain, be-

1

sides the sugar mixed with it, citric and malic acids, su-
H )
per-tartrate of potash, tartaric acid, jelly, mucilage, and
fibrous matter.
The pulp of tam irinds, besides its virtues as an acid,

proves laxative, when taken to the extent of an ounce,
P 1 ! I-.'l_i ..',t'... e k; ha s o,
or an ounce and a half, but it 1s.too weak to be empiloy-
ed alome. It is generally added to other cathartics,
which are given in the form of infusion, with the view
of promoting their operation, or of covering their taste.
It is an ingredient in the Electuarium Sennze, and there
is an officinal infusion of it with senna, which affords a

i

very pleasant pi

Whe. Prep.—Inf. Tam. Ind. cum Cass. bSen. £d,
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THERE are some other sweet fruits

tive quality, as the

{I'r'.mus; Domestica.). These are sometimes used in
mestic practice, and they are also ingredients in

Electuary of Senna,

Ricinus commonis. Palma Christi.  Mona

[ricocee. Oleum ; Semen, West Indies.

capsules of this pl
with a considerable quantity of unctuous matter

mixed. They afford, by expression

which is used in medicine in

name of Castor Qil. When ol

the bruised seeds in water, it is purer and less acrimo-
nious than when obtained by expression. It is of a vel-
1 . 1 SO S & E .
lowish colour, and has scarcely any peculiar
smell. It is the only example of an expressed oil having
any medicinal activity.

As a laxative, castor oil acts mildly, and at the same

(18

es 1n a shorter time

time very effectually ; it also oper

Possessed of these ad-

than almost any other

'l.':'.nf:zg{
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it 15 a cathartic frequently employed; and is

more peculiarly adapted for exhibition, where any de-

gree of irritation 1s to be avoided. Its dose is one our
S

It is taken flo on peppermint-water, mixed with
any spiritous liquor, or any purgative tincture, as tl f
senna 3 or diffused in water by the medium of gum,

sugar, or the yolk of an




e Mineral Kingdom, two laxatives are derived,

and Magnesia.

is an inflammable substance, found in nature

OULPHUR
e v and Iilaoiee IO hi 1O W ; several of
early pure, and likewise in combination with several ok

the metals. 'T'he greater part of the sulphur of com-

duce of volcanic countries. It 15 natus

rally mixed with earthy matter, from which it is freed
bv sublimation, forming the Sulphur Sublimatum, Flores

uris, or Flowers of Sulphur. When melted and

1 . 1 - 1 ~ '_'__ T T 11 a } 1 ) P
1drical mun!-_-: it forms Roll Sul 1Uury wWilch

55 purec.

is of a light yellow colour; is insipid; has a

- faint smell, when rubbed or heated; 1s very fusible and

volatile 3 and when heated in atmospheric air, burns with
E a blue flame, and the production of suffocating fumes.
Tt is insoluble in water or alkohol, but is dissolved by

. : 1 1: CPTEerarte C.) 1
3 and combines with the ‘.'l”-i'.-iii.'h, SeVeral oI the earths,
metals, and metallic oxides. It was, until lately, regard-

ed as a simple substance; there is reason to believe,

however, that it contains hydrogen, and that the pure
inflammable base has not yet been obtained.
Sulphur, in a dose of 2 or 8 drachms, acts as a laxative,
.- si1711 Ll ¥ .z 1 ..J s dal af
ind S0 MLy, that it is often used m hmzmorrhoidal at-
fections, and in other cases '\'.'h\'l‘{_'; tf‘LULL‘L[h the :a!w!’.-‘-.mji'_
of a purgative is indicated, any irritation would be in-

jurious. It likewise passes off by the skin, and is ad-

ministered intern

7, and is applied externally in psora.
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In habitual dyspneca and in chronic ¢attarh, advantage
has been derived from it, probably partly from its action
as a laxative, and partly as a diaphoretic. The solution
of it in oil has been used in these cases, but this pre-
paration is' both acrid and extremely nauseous, Sul-
phur is always best given in the form of electuary. The
purification of sulphur by washing is ordered in the
PE;_|r|'r;;y('(':jttkf’::i=:, but is a process altogether unnecessarys,
Precipitated by an acid from its solution by an alkali or

lime, it is obtained of a whiter colour than in its usual

state, and this precipitated sulphur is used in preference
to the sublimed sulphur in forming ointments. The
combination of it with ]mmgh, SUII‘I urettum Potassae, has

also been introduced into the Pharmacopeeias, principally

with the view of afford: a' substance which has been

supposed capable, by its chemical action, of counter-
acting the operation of metallic preparations where these
have been taken in excess.

Offic. Prep.—Sulphur Lotum. Ol. Sulph. Ung. Sulph.

Ph. Ed. Lond. Dubi—Sulph. Preecipit. Ph. Lond. Sul ph.
Potass. Ld. Dub.

MaGNEsiA is a simple earth, not found pure in nature,
but existing abundantly combined with certain acids,
and from' these saline' combinations it 1s' obtained b
processes to be afterwards noticed. Either pure, or in
the state of carbonate, it 15 used as an' anfacid and laxa-
tive,.in a ' dose of a drachm or more. Its laxative effec
is'generally considered as owing to its forming with the

acid in the stomach a saline’ combination, which, like its

e el M
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other salts, is purgative, though, as it generally has this
effect, it probably has itself a weak cathartic quality.
From being insipid and mild, it is well adapted for exhi-

bition to infants.

PURGATIVES.
CassiA SENNA. Senna. Decand. Monog. Lomentacee.

Folia. Egypt, HArabia.

Tue dried leaves of this plant are of a yellowish green
colour ; have a faint smell, and a bitter taste. Their
active matter is extracted both by water and alkohol by
infusion. By decoction with water, its activity 18
much impaired.

Senna is a purgative very frequently employed, having
a considerable degree of activity, without being liable to
be violent in its t'ipm‘n['mu. It is usually given in the
form of the watery infusion, 2 drachms being infused in
4 or 6 ounces of tepid water, generally with the addition
of a few coriander seeds, to cover its flavour, and obviate
griping. It is also frequently combined with manna,
with tamarinds, or with super-tartrate of potash; and as
its taste can be covered by sugar or manna, it isa pur-
gative very generally given to children. There is an
officinal tincture of it which operates as a purgative in
the dose of an ounce; there are also officinal infu-

sions of it 3 and it enters into the composition of several

other preparations employed as cathartics.
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vinge all its active matter. [t appears too to contain 2 I i

nortion of tanmnin, as it gives a_deep colour with the salts |

firon. It has the combination rather singular, of an
b 3

astringent, with a cathartic power ; and it does not ap- et
= e
pear, from any analysis of it, whether these reside in ,
different proximate | rinciples or not. ‘T'he watery infu- Fl
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earthy matter, chiefly lime, combined with sulphuric
nd €1t ‘ming the principal part of the white i
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streak lly more abundant in the Turkey
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, rhubarb than in the others.
The d« barb as a cathartic is one I
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+d hvpochondriasis, to obviate costiveness. And 1t [
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1 number of officinal preparations, 1n Winclh
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is either the principal medicing, o ¢ ymbined with

as. bitters, or aromatics. i
O Prep.—Inf. Rhei P, T.Rbei P. Ed. Lond. Dub. i

Rhei et Alos. Tinct. !
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ConvoLvoLUs jALAPA. Jalap. Pentand. Moncgyn. Cuiii
panaced. Radix, Mexico.

‘THE dried root of jalap is imported in thin transverse
slices 3 it is solid, hard, and heavy ; of a dark grey colour,
and striated texture. It has little smell ; its taste is bit-
ter and subacrid.

Jalap contains a resinous and a gummy matter, its
purgative quality appearing to reside in the former, as it
is extracted by alkohol, while its watery infusion is com-
paratively inert. Proof-spirit is its proper menstruum.

This root is an active purgative, producing full eva
cuation from the intestines ; sometimes occasioning,
however, nausea or griping. Its medium dose is half a
drachm. Besides being given alone, it is very frequently
used to quicken the action of other cathartics, of mild
muriate of mercury for example ; or it is combined with
others, which are supposed to render it less stimulating,
as with the super-tartrate of potash. It operates most
mildly and effectually in substance, and is therefore sel-
dom given under any form of preparation.

(:5?‘ I’i‘r!').—'.[.. Conv, Jal. Ed. Lond. E):;;’;,_._L;x[;‘_
Conv. Jalap. £d. Dub.—Puly. Jalap. C. Ed

HeLrerorus NiGER. Melampodium. Black Hellebore

Polyand. Polygn. Multisilique. Radix. Austria, Ltaly.

TaEe root of this plant consists of short articulated

fibres attached to one head, ex ternally dark-coloured, in-

ternally white. Its taste is very acrid, but the acrimony
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is much impaired by drying and by age. Its active

power seems principally to reside in its resinous part.
By decoction with water it yields half its weight of gum-
my matter, with some resin and the extract obtained by

inspissation of this, is milder than the root itself. Its

distilled water, it is affirmed, is acrid, and even cathar-

tic.
Black hellebore root is a very powerful cathartic, so
violent, indeed, and at the same time uncertain in its
operation, that it 1s scarcely ever used in substance:
the watery extract of it, which 1s milder, has some-
times been employed. On its cathartic power probably
depends any advantage that may be derived from its ad-
ministration in mania and melancholia, 1n which diseases
it was highly celebrated by the ancients. In dropsy it
has been employed as a hydragogue cathartic, principally
under the form of the spiritous extract. It was likewise
strongly recommended by Mead as an emmenagogue, n

the form of tincture, but with others has seldom been
successful.

Offic. Prep.—T. Helleb. N. Ed. Lond. Dub.—Extr.

7L
f-_f;"" .

EI'?”CJ'I- Ed, _l'r_:‘;':'(::‘.

BryoNia ALBA, Bryony. Monec. Syngenes. Cucurbi-
LACEZL s JE‘ELIF-JI;-':- {.’.". :'r.': 7 HoHT -
TuE root of this plant, when recent, is highly acrid 5
by drying it becomes milder. In a dose of 20 grains of
the dried root, it acts as a strong cathartic, and generally

also as a diuretic, It is, however, somewhat uncertain,
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and liable to be violent in its operationy angd is the

i

little used,

Y Y . -~ ATFEYT T O Py (PR | A o

Cucumis corocyNtTHIs. Colocynth. Monwe. Synees
. ;

THE part of this plant used in medicine. is the dri

.HP'.‘-I-':""' or ]1',.-;1'-
oS

and porous, and nas the seeds, which are com;

mert, mixed with it. Its taste is intensely bitter.
in water, it gives out a large portion of mucilage
active than the colocynth itself. Alkohol also dissolves
only part of its active matter,

Colocynth is one of the most drastic purgatives, so
much so that its operation is not easily regulated. It
dose 1s from 8 to 6 grains, but it is seldom that it
given by itself, being rather used to promote the oper-
»

ation of other cathartics. Combinations of it with jalap

aloes, or mild muriate of mercury, «are thus

stinate constipation, in mania, and coma, and in these
combinations 1t operates more mildly and more effectual-
ly than if given alone. Its infusion has been recom-

mended as an anthelmintic.

Offic. Prep.—Pil. Aloes cum Colocynth. Fd.—T;

Colocynth, Lond,—Lxtr, Crﬁot:}':'.-‘.i'l. Comp. Lond. Dub.

MomoRDICA ELATERIUM. Wild Cucumber.

wyngenes.  Gucnrbitacee. Feewla  Fructus.  South
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i sites a fecula, which, when dried, has been known by the

name of Elaterium. It is a very powerful cathartic, and

i

j il t.L \-T'O].("JC” C'!- ts k"Wﬂ.‘TLL'.i{"H }‘1.1.“; b'.‘ﬂll ‘."L"ﬂl"l.‘-rf."(!.
ron

to be exhibited ﬂ]ll}' in the most obstinate cases. Its

dose is half a grain, repeated every hour, or every second

> hour, till it operate.. As a hydragogue catl hartic, 1t has
it sometimes been __1::".-'0!1 in dropsy.
."r-'

RuaMmnus caTHARTICUs. Buckthorn. Pentand. Mo-

Dhemose. Baccarum Stccus. I 'gr'n;:f.'.r.

$S
es True berries of this vegetable are very succulent, and
the juice they afford by expression has a cathartic power.

so Made into a syrup by boiling with sugar, it operates in

o
(s a dose of an ounce. It is disagreeable, however, in its
1 st e o Jable i i e Tamal AR T, a
15 operation, being lable to occasion thirst anc bl’lplﬂb, anc
T is seldom used.
Ps Prep.—5yr. Rhamn. C. Ed. Lond.
'}-
e Aroe. Aloe Socotorina. Aloe DBarbadensis. Aloes

e
1- Hexand., Monogyn. Liliace®. Succus spissatus Ty
J{Jl’d’, J{‘ } -.-“4'...-1 -
r ALOES is a concrete resinous Ja.c* Several vareties
of it are met with in the shops, which differ in theix
o ne feas ‘rl [:'-'... e a4y , IS P .'.t 1 sualities Thea
‘},:1._., ang 1Kewise -1n tiieir scnsible qguall 1C5. 1 [le
¢ o} ,.i’ - | VES, ) kel island F Qaomtnra
lrrl-bui_.l \, Ll(]L RRILL rom the AIlrican i1siand ol 0CoLora,

1

is considered as the purest. It is in small pieces of a

lish-brown colour. The Barbadoes aloes is in large

having an odour mucl




a . ; .
:itrt:l:]-c‘:(-r, and more unpleasant than the former. It 1s

also named Hepatic Aloes. The Cabbaline is still n

impure, more feetid, and is weaker in its power., Th

is still some uncertainty with regard to the species pro
ducing these varieties. The Aloe Perfc i 1At Tow
ferred to by the Edinburgh College, as afF rie-

tiecs both of hepatic and socotorine
A

b 11 .. U i ] Y :_ ’ . : ot | & ] P B

College refer to the Aloe Spicata, and it is said to be this

species which is a native of the Cape of Good Hope,

whence much of the aloes of the shops is import:
The London College give the same species as that which
affords the Socotorine Aloes ; while the
on the authority of Sibthorp, they consider as the pro-
duce of a species named Aloe Vulgaris. The Socoto-
rine aloes is the inspissated expressed juice of the leaves
of the plant. The Barbadoes Aloes is prepared by cut-
ting the plant, and boiling it in water. The liquor is
evaporated to; the consistence of honey, and is run into
large gourd shells, in which it becomes concrete.

The taste of all the kinds of aloes is intens ely bitter ;
their odour disagreeable. They consist of extract and
resinous matter, the former being in larger quantity
the latter, obtained by the action of alkohol, has little
smell or taste. Diluted alkohol dissolves all the active
matter of this concrete juice.

Aloes, as a cathartic, has some peculiarities. «It is
more slow in its operation than any other purgative ; it

' 1 - -
1ates the contents of the intesti

greater effect is obtained from a large
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one comparatively moderate. These have been regarded

as proofs, and perhaps justly, that its operation is princi=

pally on the larger intestines. Its
As a purgative, it is often employed to obviate

medium dose i1s 10

grans,

habitual costiveness, and it 1s often combined with other
hartics to produce more complete evacuation. From

cat
the supposition of its stimulant operation being more
particularly exerted on the rectum, it has been supposed
to have
Jich there does not appear much foundation.

a tendency to occasion hzemorrhoids,— an opinion

On

stimulating efect being ex-

for wl
the supposition too of its
tended to the uterus, it has been regarded as a purgative
to be avoided during pregnancy, and on the same hypo-
thesis it has been supposed to exert an emmenagogue
power.

Offic. Prep—Fil. Aloes. Pil. Al. cum Assafcet. Pil.
Aloes cum Colocynth. Y. Aloes cum Myrrh. T. Aloes
7Eth. T. Aloes cum Myrrh. Vin. Aloes Socc. Edi
Pil. Aloes cum Zingib. Pulv. Al cum Canella. Pulv.
Al cum Guaiac. Pk Dub.—TPulv. Aloes Comp. T.Aloes

C. Decoct. Aloes. Extract Aloes. Lond.

Pentand. Mo-

nogyn. Campanacee. Gummi-resina.  Syria.

COoNVOLVOLUS SCAMMONIA. Scammony.

GcAMMONY is obtained by cutting the root of the plant,
and inspissating the juice which exudes, by exposure to
¢he sun and air. It is in small fragments, of a blackish
grey colour, having little emell, and a bitter subacrid

saste. It is however variable in its qualities, and is often
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adulterated by the intermixture of earthy matzer.

one of what are named Gume-resins, and consi

n in general nearly in equal proportions.

y 1s one of the most drastic

]_ . = b 17 ke ] 2
it ally ¢ ed in a smaller dose with other ¢
3 ¢ 1 3 ¥ 1 I = -
i tics. 1t 1s used as a hydragogue purgative in
¥

aropsy, combined usually with super-tartra

4

».—Pulv. Scamm. C.

m. Lond.

s

ontect.

i
d ikl
e tice, Itis
10us. Iracture,
pPdaItial
nes tu oI
Lxamboge 1s a very Iulg y dlable 11
coses to excite vomiting, or t E w ence, -
31011 ‘:‘Iu' WMIUSE evacuati ns, v ene
| ] 1 & oy B ey o &
15 ME na 3 omn = 10 i 1Om ¢
| ed but in comhi =4
1OYEC DUEL 1n combination
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MyuRriAs HYDRARGYRI. MiTIS. CAroMeras, Mild
Muriate of Mercury. Calomel. Sub-muriate of Mer-

cury of the London and Edinburgh Pharmacopceias.

TuoucH several of the preparations of mercury have

E a degree of cathartic power, this is most evident in the
mild muriate 3 and this preparation is even in common

use as a cathartic.. It operates as such, when given alone

in a dose of from 5 to 10 grains, but with more certain-

ty and power when its operation is promoted by the ad-
dition of a little jalap or rhubarb. One valuable quality

Of

which it has, is that of promoting the operation of other

r additienal irritation, or

cathartics, without exciting any
rendering them liable to act with violence : it is therefore,
in more obstinate cases, combined with colocynth, scam-

.
mony, Of g,m][';;,_agi_‘; and such a combination affords the

gafest of the powerful cathartics.

A prvisioN of Cathartice remains, intermediate in theis
operation between the Laxatives and Purgatives, more
than the

powerful than the one, less acrid and stimulating than the

other. These are the Neutral Salts. They appear to act

3 3 1 - H 1 1 ¥ rpoemla T | LW
principally by stimulating the exhalant vessels on the
i | ! ¢
ner surface of the intestines, so as to cause a larger pot
tion of serous fluid to be poured out, which at once di

1 Y o 1 % . 4 o .
lutes the contents of the canal, and Dy its operation, alded

LALC O

I
u t] Himnlune of the
Wotne simuius Ol UG G
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ristaltic motion. By the watery evacuation which they
thus occasion from the general system, they are particu.
larly adapted to those cases where inflammatory action or

tcudcm:}' to it exists.

SuLpHAS MAGNEstE. Sulphate of Magnesia,

Tuis salt, formerly known by the names of Bitter
Purging Salt, and Epsom Salt, is found in mineral wa-
ters, whence it has been extracted, but at present is prin-
cipally obtained from the liquor remaining after the cry-
stallization of muriate of soda from sea-water, which
holds a quantity of it, and of muriate of magnesia dissolved.
This is boiled down, and when exposed to sufficient
cold affords a2 mass of slender needle like crystals. These
are deliquescent from the presence of a little muriate of
magnesia ; the sulphate, when pure, forms large regular
crystals, which are rather efflorescent. They are soluble
in nearly an equal weight of water. 'Their taste is ex-
tremely bitter.

This salt is used as a purgative, in a dose of from one
to two ounces, dissolved in water. Though its taste be
bitter, it has been remarked that it remains better on the
stomach than many other cathartics, especially when
given in small repeated doses, and in a solution largely
diluted. Exhibited in this manner, it has been particu-

tarly recommended in ileus and colica pictonum.

SuLPHAS Sonz, Sulphate of Soda, long known by the

name of Glauber’s Salt, is prepared by various processes

on a large scale; but in that given in the pharmacoy

PCC1as,

L =] CIl O

it is obtained from the residuum of the decomposition
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ey muriate of soda, by sulphuric acid, in the preparation of
Cl- muriatic acid. The saline mass is dissoived in water;
or anv excess of acid is neutralized by the addition of lime,

Iphate of soda is obtained by evaporation.

ter boiling water. The taste of this ‘salt is very bitter and
va- nauseous. It is one of the saline purgatives in most com-
in- mon use. Its medium dose is an ounce and a half, dis-
i solved in six or eight ounces of water.

ich

ed. SurpHas rorass®E. Sulphate of Potash, formerly
nt named Vitriclated Tartar, is prepared by the direct com-
e bination of its principles, or by neutralizing the excess of
of : acid, in the residuum of the distillation of nitric acid from
lar sulphuric acid and nitre. It forms in small irregular
sle crystals, which require 17 parts of cold water for their
X= solution. In a dose of 4 or 6 drachms, this salt acts as

purgative, but its comparatively sparing solubility pre-

ne vents it from being much employed ; in one of 2 or 3
be drachms, it is given 2s an aperient, frequently in combina
he ation with rhubarb or other vegetable cathartics.

en

5 SUPER-TARTRAS roTAssm. Super-Tartrate of Potash,

i

formerly Crystals or Cream of Tartar, (Crystalli vel

u-

Cremor Tartari).

Thrs salt is gradually deposited from wine, in the pro-
he it g . . + Eav . . . Ry ¢ 3 oy (g I -
1€ gress of the slow fermentation which 1t suffers when
kept, and is purified by repeated solutions and crystalii-
ISy zations. It consists of potash, with an excess of tartaric
o acid, Its taste is sour. It is in irregular crystals, which




04 CATHARTICS.

are sparingly soluble in water, requiring about 60 parts

of cold, or 30 of boiling water. This salt o 5 a

1'.‘-._'!.‘.[!‘-5 15 4
purgative in ‘a dose of 4 or 6 drachms, and being free
-t L » o

from any unpleasant taste, it is not unfrequently used,
given generally under the form of electuary s the
b s d )

only
inconvenience attending its operation, is its being liable

to occasion flatulence 5 and if habitually used, it is lial

from its acidity to injure the tone of the stomach. I ap-
pears, at the same time, to increase the action of the ab-

X : 5 o
sorbent system 3 hence as a hydragogue and diuretic it is

employed i1

{1C Most eitec=

TarTrAs porass®E. Tartrate of Potash. Tartarum So-

lubile. Soluble Tartar.
Tuis salt, the neutral tartrate of potash

P
™

named Soluble Tartar from its greater sclubility, is pre

_.
o

pared by saturating the excess of acid in the super.

trate by the addition of potash. From its

] 8]

ter, it is not easily crystallized with re

rity ;5 when ob-

SLCLIL

tained by evaporation, it is even somewhat deliquescent :

its taste 1s bitter. It is a mild purgative, and 4t the san

time operates effectually, given in a dose of hm
Or an ounce.

LARTRAS SODZ ET PoTAssE, Tartrate of Soda and

) !

Potash,

U'ais salt, former n by tl le
i 1e 9 trinle oanea. haitrer ranarerd A
Dilly 15 @ 11 ple one, Ueing prepared CX=
cess of acid in the super-tartrate of It
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orystallizes in large and regular transparent rhomboidal
nrisms, which are permanent in the air, and soluble 10
about six parts of cold water. Its taste is less unpleasant

than that of the greater number of the saline purgatives,

and it operates in a similar manner. Its medium dose 1s

illy dissolved in tepid water.

an ounce, given usl

I"HOSPHAS SODEE. 1.'!‘:-._1"-IJ!I‘.1.\‘ L]i- E.iir'\i-'t-

To prepare this salt, bones are calcined to whiteness,
so as to obtain the phosphate of lime which is their base.
This is submitted to the action of sulphuric acid, which
combines with part of the lime, and leaves a super-phos-
phate of lime, which is dissolved by water. T'o this so-
lution, a solution of carbonate of soda is added, till there

be a slight excess of alkali; the soda combines with the

excess of phus:p!mric acid, and by evaj yration the phos-

Ve F enda ia crvetallized.  Its crystals are rhomboidal
1',_,-_,_;; o soda 15 CT :::LI‘I.n,l,:,\_[ . LS \,{}-‘u.uo are rnomboldal
prisms. Its taste is the least nauseous of all the saline
purgatives, and its operation is equally mild and effectual.

1

TT 01 1 . i Ay = . g "
Hence it has' been established in practice, and is uselu
as a cathartic where there is any tendency to nausea.
One ounce of it is given, dissolved generally in tepid wa-

or soup made without salt.

Y LT s 1 . - .
Besipes the preceding Cathartics, there are some

which are employed only under the form of nema.
4 J

as sopx. Muriate of Soda, Common Sea

—

t probably has some cathartic
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strongly saline taste prevents it from being employed. I

]

forms the active ingredient, however, of the common do
mestic enema; from half an ounce to an cunce of it
being dissolved in a pound of tepid water, and 2 small

quantity of expressed oil added.

TEREBINTHINA VENETA. Venice Turpentine, Pinu

. v 4 T ~ .
Larix, Monec. Monadelph. Conifera.

T'HE resinous juice of this tree, the Larch, exudes

Irom incisions made in its trunk. It is of the consistence

of honey, has the peculiar smell of the turpentines, and
a bitter acrid taste. It consists of resin and essential oil 5
sometimes it is employed as a cathartic under the form
of enema, half an ounce of it being triturated with the

yolk of an egg, and suspended in a suflicient quantity of

=1

water. As it has a considerable share of acrimony, it is

employed only where those of milder operation fail.

WicoTiana Tanacum, Tobacco. (p. 188.)

* e y a4 b=t .
Tae smoke of tobacco, introduced into the intestin

has sometimes succeeded in producing evact 1€0
and ileus, after other purgatives have failed, not improba-

bly from its narcotic operation inducing relaxation of the

muscular iibre. An infusion of 1 or 2 drachms of it in

pint of warm water is more convenient ; but much cau-
tion is requisite in the use of either, as tobacco, from its
narcotic power, 15 apt to induce extreme sickness and de-

bility. It is only where other method

w % . Sl . -
cessiul, that 1ts administration can be proper.
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