


SAMUEL THOMSON

gentlemen, and render such a verdict as will justify you to the pris-
oner, to your own conscience, your country, and your God.

Give way, gentlemen, to nothing but a love of justice—retire to
the jury room and interchange your sentiments in an amicable man-
ner, hear one another with calmness, weigh everything
submit everything to a test of common sense, and render
verdict as in your conscience you believe to be just and right |

such a

fter four hours’ deliberation, the jury returned to the Court

GUILTY OF MANSLAUGHTER IN THE FOURTH DE-
GREE, accompanied with a recommendation of the accused to
mercy.

Mr. Morrill moved an arrest of judgment on the ground that the
accused had never been arraigned, nor the indictment read to him.

Mr. Phenix said that there was a statute for the cure of all such

informalities, and that the legality of the proceedings could not be
questioned.

Mr. Morrill replied that he had other grounds for his motion of
arrest, but what he had stated, he deemed sufficient for the present.

The Court replied that the motion should receive due consider-
ation at the ensuing term, and, meanwhile, the PRISONER MIGHT
GO AT LIBERTY UNTIL A DECISION WAS MADE.

The Recorder THEN THANEED THE JURY FOR THEIR
VERDICT, AND SAID THAT IT WAS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE LAW, AND RECEIVED THE UNANIMOUS AP-
PROEATION OF THE COURT!



DISEASE, AND THE FAMOUS THOMSO!
*COURSE OF MEDICATION”

IAN

The Materia Medica of the early followers of Samue

Thomson

sisted of botani products and combinations thereof. The aim was

to exclude all poisons, in which list lobelia was not by them included.

h energetics as podophvllum, san-

Their remedies, therefore, excluded suc

, etc., which be

Fuinara, rn

me important agents with Beach and his

: Eclectics. Whilst the Thomsonians rejected mineral salts

:Ill-\u,';!.' employed in Ec-

hese facts have not been generally understood, mar
others, who should know better, maintaining that Eclect

y botanical 1

on medies.

In order that the Thomsonian Materia Medi be authorits

in our Bulletin, we reproduce from The Lobelia Advoc

rial commn on this subject, followed by a compl

list aof the plants wused

Thomson and his followers, which

reproduced by us in full,

Thomsonian prac-

IONETS A% Temed agents, both as regards properties and the

number us
It is b
who are wh

(those, of course,
anism,) that the articles used in the

, are of the most deleterious and poisonous nature—

1 by many ho y, well-meaning  individua
ignorant of ’
Med

n practitioners

Thomsonian

at Thomsa use but one or two articles im all, and that the

ar

icles are given in all cases, whatever

nav be the form of di that

¥ :
stedm, cavenne, a in Medica of the Thomsonian

practice, and that they are very dangerous, and neither of

I lobelia, constitute the Mater

eystem. of medics

them can be used without gr

at danger to the patient. Now we do not eensure

ause we believe they do it ignorantly, vet we

folks who thus belie

e and 1

do most sincerely y their ignorance and ecredulity, for believing the vague and
foolish stories of those who are prejudiced and interested, for we lay it down

as an indisputable truth, that none but the ignorant, (that is, ipnorant of Thom-

sonism,} interested and prejudiced, ever speak against the Botanic

- : practice, and
for the especial benefit of such as are in the I

abit of talking thus ignorantly and
foolishly, we shall make the three following de
physicians use 1 i

rations, viz: 1st. Thomsonian
eir ordinary practice of medicine a greater number of distinct
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DITOR’S INTRODUCTION

this Bulletin of the Llovd

I-:!I:'illl\. the '..f'!H Tll" I

*d in our Reproduction

ications heretofore o

in the put

pre

. | 1 snapry b i
ssues, the las o present fa

1 to the cop

gross errors, and the imitation, as

of both the type and the manuscn form of the publication. In the

present Bulle

1 such a method is impossible, ow

and cosmopolitan nature of the publication we are presen

the fact that our ain

1 '-a o portray the aax, and 1|||-I;|--.1|1_~'. nf

that period, rather than to present in full : one or more of his works.

In our opinion, a comprehension of T kable man be accom

1 - A 2 s
1ed i||||j\ o the reader nto tou

ok
plis

1 L
1 examples ol

of his life

1'|.I|'-".:.'~. d5 W

as by a realization ot

rts and the sacrifices he made, in the

of the most pronounced resistance to his processes.
in the pages that follow.

In our opinion, this Bulletin will give to the reader a fair picture
not L:-Jl|j.' of the man |I-'.‘-f11.'t' us, I.'Jl]l also E:E. the l:ralulfr[un_-'.

disciples of

t, at the
n America.
To this we may add that one can not now easily enter into the problems

&
Lt
1

time mentioned, nated

healing art

of that day concerning medicine and the practice of medicine. The

passion, the dogmatism, the vituperation of the period, the suppression of

free thought and investiration outside authority, is a something that can

not now be expressed or r wed.  But a touch of it all

can be grasped and partly comprehended by noting the evolution that
s taken place in the fields of Ameri pharmacy and medicine since

the beginning of the last century; by contrasting present conditions with

the period typified in the record of Samuel Thomson.
The New Guide to Health, whose title-p: is given in fac sipile.

was first issued by Samuel Thomson

in 1823, It passed rapidly through

many editions, some of them excee

large, but with few changes

Additions, reproduced by us,

other than supplements, as shown in

50-54.
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both

s1StINg

was in the outset Th

C I was afterwards issue
-'.'nfu.'.'._\' .‘ljir'.. .13'.".'.-.'

troduction, a

or Batm

vork on a

=1VE

as well as one on the

of editions

in 1841

ian methods.

according to the Thomst
work were issued by

Thirteenth E

mson

the unabr issued by his son,

tion of which, however, did not altogether meet the approval
nal author. Hence we find, page 831 of the 1841 edition, an

by Thomson, illustrating the manner in whic

11EL

work being accomps y the following qua

to show his di

statement, 1n

“IMPORTANT NOTICE.”

articles and compounds in this DOOK,

were made by Dr. Samuel Thomson, a e work was printed. And in justice
to hum, and out of respect to his opinion, we insert them here, that every one

ion to cathartics, and tl

may know that his opinion is not ¢

18 said upon that subject is done on our own responsibility,

I'homson is not to be held

responsi

licine, of every kind;

All cathartic mec
I we have inserted a s

the compoun

on

e charcoal to prevent

mort

alt petre, and burned, to relieve

to clean the teeth, page 74 ade into ¢

||'|.|;' roof

ate the mi

ven befor

to the use of those

JOHN THOMSON.

to be 1

articles, in every form

{Thomson's Materia Medica or Botanic

i f-‘.".'_] ran,

I

EIVEND 1n €

1 our reproduction of the text of the New Gu

been made in sta

15 Bulletin, pages 3 to 64, no ch:

ment or in text, other than in editorially exci

, in blocks, m

m of Samuel Thomson’s life,

less material

necessary to the |

St

as written by himself. These excluded fragments are

usu accounts of

= e - G i ] i
special cases illustrating his methods, or disconnected digressions whi
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r be omitted without 1n any wise aftect:

A - L 1 &
g the continuty ot the work. I

In some instances the excluded portions comprise not more

n half a !

page, wi in other cases several successive pages are excised. Had the
entire text been reproduced, our Bulletin would have been fully twice
- its present size; but we take it, all the important features concerning the

events in ‘Thomson’s life, as he has recorded them, are connectedly pre- I

ed. To t

our own.*
One feature in Thomson's life is absolutely

his we will add that the headings of the paragraphs are all I

nored in his writings,

51 of this

On ps

nor is it, so far as we know, elsewhere recorded. -
Bulletin is to be found an intimation by him that he was involved by
Mr. Locke in the famous Morgan Masonic controversy, then raging in !
New York. This leads us to state that a share, and possibly no small

1

'| ]1{J|'|1,\':_-11'_{ ‘-.,['I_I'l.;ll]ﬂ_"_-'\. came also f['(im hl-:-' '|1l|||l-::l|11l'i‘i|. po-

proportion, of
litical activity, at a time when in American politics no toleration what-
ever was exhibited by one party for an adherent of the opposite political
faith. We have it in a letter from the late Alexander Wilder, M. D., to
ourselves ln_'re.nn;|||f.'! that Thomson's :J“E‘gl..’lm'l" to the minority party of

that date led to much of his persecution, a fact that Thomson utterly v
ignores in any print that we have ‘seen from his pen. '
lowing, of this Bulletin, subsequent to the Nar
Additions made to that publication in

Un page 50

ve and '[rlr

the 1825 edition, and on page 51 the Additions made in 1831, both of
which, in connection with the life history of Samuel Thomson, are of

exceeding interest. On page 54 we reproduce a Notice, by which he

authorized apents to sell his patented rights to the Botanical Sysiem of
Practice in Medu

the right to practice by that authority. Following these are a couple of [

, and another from an authorized agent, announcing

acter reproductions (pages 54, 55) showing the turn of Thom-

son's mind for philosophizing over incidents.

s 50 to 64 present the letters of Professor Benjamin Waterhouse, i
M. D., to whom the 1841 edition of Thomson's Materia Medica is dedi- &

cated, these bei

g also published in the 1835 edition of Themson's Guide
to Health. The comments upon these letters, pages 63, 64, are written
by the editor of this Bulletin.

P;

the celebrated Trial of Dr. Frost, from which enoug

fi5 is a reproduction of the title-page of a pamphlet concerning

115 taken, pages 67-74,
ng the manner in which Thomson’s

to make a lucid account, illustra
disciples were handled at that time. The introduction to this section,

endvated win process) will, on be issued as a companion Bul-

ne. In this, t f the ev 1 and Eclecticism is
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86-80,
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cInctly to the readers or

iIn OUr

or another, exerted a tremer
|1i'

h-'l'-'.‘ DECOME Con.

In this 1

included the efforts of antagonists who

son would

ressive methods

1500 'S

, to whom The

suggestions proved a stimulus. Out of it all came the kin

3 .
Ly _‘-lll'l'l.'l".'.l'll [l]f‘ ||I_'|'1I'.g' el

barbarism,

one and all at the present time can

that have large

Carn

P R Aol T S
(L1CINE. FANd, 1IN our op

in l.‘|l'.i_|'[[_'.' tor who were involved at tl

10UE il':'_ll'r'

those to whom

towards any one, re

L

it 15 due. Jorx Urr Lioyp.



NEW

GUIDE TO HEALTH;

CONTAINING
A COMPLETE SYSTEM OF PRACTICE,

ON A PLAN ENTIRELY NEW :

WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE VEGETABLES MADE USE

AND DIRECTIONS FOR PREPARING AND ADMIN-
ISTERING THEM, TO CURE DISEASE.

TO WHICH 15 PREFIXED,

A NARRATIVE

LIFE AND MEDICAL DISCOVERIES

OF THE AUTHOR.

BY SAMUEL THOMSON.

BOSTON:
Printed for the Author, and =old by his General Agent, at
the Office of the Boston Investigator,
J. Q. Apams, Printer.

1835.

[Entered according to Act of Congress, in the vear
1833, by SamueL THomsoN, in the Clerk's Office

of the District Court of Massachusetts. ]

Botanic Family Physician.
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ARRATIVE

OF THE

LIFE, &c., OF SAMUEL THOMSON~

Childhood of Samuel Thomson.

than to write o

THERE is nothir

were, many

for in doing it ¥

are 0 pass owv

ars, which, though they

we might wish to have forgotten, and relate mar
selves, yet would be very umi

pa

teresting to t

it o ou

s¢em VEry impor

v of my life, nor would

'nr;I-r | |I
but as I have been the greater

o | -1 £
ant pursuits, and which 15 of

my intention to atternpt &

it be in my power to do it if I had such a Wi

s

part of myv life engaged in one of
more consequence to the great human family, than any other that could be under-

the most im

taken by man: that of alleviating human misery, by curing all cases of disease

d certain me

by the most simple, safe, a

ce, 1 think the public will be

ken

my nd

erested to know someth

where there 18 no natur
iving a short sketch of the early part of my existence, and r

ch were

have occurred duri ny life, ai

will enable the public to
in fulfil

out for me. In do

g my duty in this life,

g this, I shall e

of facts as they took place, and relate only

of the cases th ¢ come under my care,

orrect information of my svstem of

ice in curing diseaze,

.‘!.i‘-»‘.l.‘::lf. Coy

v of Cheshire, and
1 in Naortl

I was born February g, 1769, in the town
My fath

WHs

State of Ne

Whorcester, State of N he was twenty-five 1
rn. My was H ! she w Medway,
1 i Vears ¢ than my I had one sister ol than

nd one sis

r younger, who are all living except my sec
My oldest ied Samuel

shire, and my two br 1

eenth ¥

IVES SULrTy

voungest sister marr or, and lives in

K

That country was a

when I was born; my there

about a ve fore, at w time there was no house within three miles one way,
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b-gobl

stories, whit

I my

entirely eradicated

their children

whatever their pare

or

for the pur

bad eff at years of discretion,

, they will n ally m very unfav

it is to set them better examples.

Domastic Medicing In Thomson's Day.

g ol father took me out

v

When I was between three and fo
him to work. The first |
and watch the peese,

siness [ was =et to do was to drive the ¢

small ¢ es, which occupation kept me all day

in the fields. I was to know the names of the herbs whi

growing, and what they were good for; and, to satisfy my et

the song I | nened to he wwi

making ing

mtorm or DY my oOwWn o

mEmor . There was an ol

end our

near

time ch Wi

within ten miles. The whaole ice was with roots

o E'\‘_"-IIEI:I"{' ».'.'\.e.‘.'liiu'__-\:

I not produce the desired e
relieved. By her attention to the family, the
ve became very iwch attacl to atid
s and herl e
rn me what they were Ve
curious in my inquiries, and i

I thus obtained at this early

halla.

Discovery of L

Somet being out in the
the cows, I «

ever before seen, and T had the ¢

i Bear

that I ha

lar branch and pods,

iosity to pick some of the pods and

chew taste and operation produced was s=o remarkable, that I

’ " r
| other boys to chew it, merely

forgot wards used to i

1

sport, to sep vomit. [ tried this herb in for nearly twentv

ut knowir of its medical virtues.

of in my pri

-""\'(I -'r|I-'| '\."‘-l'.'l.i
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Certa

effects of the most deadl

There is no di r to be apprehen

even when a large q

it is perfectly 1

1 all improper aliment, pre
perspiration.

The Lobelia Patent, ** My Right

mends, represer

the comtra le use of it themselves for

for thev eral years, and have

d me of the discovery. 1 feel perfectly convinced from near forty
1 incale

t the discovery

to defra

years' experience of its medical properties, th

e, and if properly understood by the people will be more useful in curing
the

importar

the diseases incident to this climate, than the dr

and medicines sold by

apothecaries in the country.

Experimentation with Lobella on Child Friends.

The winter I was eight vears old, 1 was very sic

was attended by the v nww Benton, who cured me by m:

as our © about

rv afforded, and I was in a short time a

to the use of roots and herbs

got well,

than that time a very good knowledge of the prinec

herbs to be found in tha the cour with th

part o IT NAMES an

and the neighbors were
$,|1_']| oS .‘Il‘||i ]le:|-.h

n the habit of getting me to go with them to sl
ered
of sport they used to call me doctor. Wi

B I'IZL‘"."-‘. |l-UI

o be made use of i

the doctors

&c. and by way e in the

at work I used often to find the herb, which I tasted when four years old, and

gave it to those who worked with me, to see them s and often vomit: but I

never observed any bad effect produced by it, which simple experiments eventually

led me to observe the value of it in disease,

Hope of Becoming a Physician and Subsequent Disappointmant.

Sometime during the vear that I was sixteen years old, I heard »
say, that as |
i

parents
herbs, they thou

mi WES S0 taken up with roots

Doctor Fuller, of Westm

reland, who was ealled a

and in some measure raised my ambi-
disappointed in my hopes, for they said 1 had it

they did not know how to sgpare me from my work, which

root doctor. This plea

VETY  mi

tion: but T was soon

learning eno

depresse «, and was very discouraging to me. I now gave up all I;u|-1-_~a

to any otl

o reconcile myself to spend my ¢
made me very unha

avs in

working on a arning, and was

awkward and rant of

.
world, as my

Never given me any

hich caused me great

chance to go into company, to learn how to bel
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A Wound and its Results Illustrating
Emplrical, and F

v a sieing through

was hollow."
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all night,

than

oW

my wWoul

another be

thirds of the way rou my ancle was h

idge Bacomes a Good Samaritan.

Discouraged to Desperation. Dr. Kit

BNOW,

he bed

I had to be «

journey. The people get

comio

how

Iness,
t that 1 s

ould not live to g

it off, as

leg c

wirney, expressed same
my consent; but I

1 'Iilr.'!‘{'il'l'l.i to take my chance

I have never repen

it taken of

which rezolu
4 t

recded immediate

in Walpole, my £

have my wound, and

disappo

me very tenderly. On
, What the devil are t

him they were put in to keep the sore

wound, exclal

yow, for it is all rotten. Being axious o know

scentric cha

ageni] o
AECEECO A

oeEnevol

Ly
plan

is evidence enough to
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enly, with thei

Empirical Sty

should poison

& KTOAN

Lobelia and Its Resulls.

herb which I | 1 when f with ;

NEVEr OCCUr t » that it was of alue as m ine, until about

when mo cut a

man next to me, who ate it;

sprig of it, and

got to

it six rods, he said that he believed what I

the piece, which

waonld kill hi we never felt so at him

as wet all over az he

& Was in a1 s¢ perspire

trembled very 1d there war no more color in him than a

drink 2o he attempted

Spring

was it, and laid

he thou

he threw off

use, and in

able to do

1 . n i 1 i 1
told me that € never had anvthing do

LY

he felt better

idea of

by forty years

ng" by Thomson.

daugher was a

canker-rash.

which

'F EYES 'Was oove

not kee

could not
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stop
I

breath that

. dhe was

n struggeling to I sat myself ir

us both: then

a blanket

shovel between my

- vinegar to raise

hot as I found them as soon as

tes, she

cold: a
and breathe asy. 1 kept

orten, 2% 1T Erew warin.

about a week, wi

was & WOrst,

I sy

out

the astonishmemt doctor, who used

by the

to call to see how she
pursued, and e rio her. She entirels
from the diseaze, with the eve, and has enje

first of

1z out the plan of ste

h this time. This
: A}

found by experience that by putting a hot

r, and then |

ar on |:'{' sione, Was an umprove en not

I used to put a ¢

heat too fast: =z

the same time ing hot medicine to

ILal,‘('ri steamed i|'|

over with a clo

and bed clothes, and ther

Baginning of Thomson's Theory, * Food the Fuel that Contlnues the Fire or Life of Man.
Malntain the Internai Heat and Restore Parspiration.’

Ih

of medicine, more than to assist my own family; and little did I think what those

not the most distant idea at this time of ever engaging in the practice

severe trials and sufferings I experienced in the cases that have been mentioned,

and which I was drove to by necessity, were to bring about. It seemed as a

judgment upon me, that either myself or family, or some one living with me, were
sick most of the time the doctor lived on my farm, which was about seven yeurs.
Since I have had more experience, and become better acqu I

am satisfied in my own mind of the cause. When ever any of the family took a

nted with the subje

cold, the doctor was sent for, who would always either bleed or give physic.
Taking away the blood reduces the heat, and gives power to the cold they had
I ker;
wers from the surface inwardly, and
-]

e stomach causes ca

h iner

taken, whi ases the disorder, and the celdness of t
{1

the physic drives all the determining
the canker thr
and drives the heat on the outside. The consequence is,

5 h the stomach and bowels, which holds the cold inside,

scatte

perspiration ceases,

ind a settled
which will continue as long as the cold keeps the upper hand.

taught me that by giving hot medicine, the internal hear was

beca

se intermal heat is the sole cause of this important evacuation:

fever takes ’

My experience ha

iration was

reased, the steam ext

and by app

o
Y=

¥, the natural per

restored; and by giving medicine to clear the st bowels from canker,

is driven o the turn of the fever, they

till the cc

d the heat returns, w
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=00,

born, she

and we were much

but the

ITOIm

were thus kept in su the man returned an

other nilez. I then eame to the

there was n

my own pl:

to nio one's advice any long

she could nc

more th twent

jat time, therefore re would be no haza

re her some warm medic ine t

s
which w

5 very much opp

r to the best of my ju

ment, and

an to be taken some n

o
i
o

wrhood. Lor W OS( Lo s

had previous to

at those

10 other object in view but to be se

determi

-} L'.\.'iIL'Iit'I' and many

the foolish remarks of the envious or malicious

Successfully Treated His Own Family for Measles.

a0r

time in the month of Movember, 1802, my children had the measles, and

some of them had them wve bad. The want of knowing how to treat th

me a great deal of trouble, much more than it would at the present t

they are very easy to manage, One of the chi

ence has taught me ths

the disease and gave it to the rest, and I think we had four down with

same time. My third son had the er very bad: thevy wo

out, but

The canker was m

ed in, and he became stup

and mout]

10
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ce,

for that, and for canker.

vinegar 1o il st putrefaction, and g ead, or

vellow with red oak :

orns pounded and steeped together, for the canker.
T

hese h:

sired effect; and by close attention he soon got better.
Small Pox * A Looking Glass in which We May Sea the Nature of Every Other Disease.'””
“The Same Means that will Put Out a Large Flre will Put Out a Candle.”

This experience enabled me to relieve many others in this disease, and likewise

in the canker-rash; in these two disorders, an

the gmall pox, I found a look: lass,
x in the

iined its symptoms with all the skill 1 was capable of, to ascer-

in which we 1 see the nature of every other disease. I had the s

vear 1798, and e

tain the natre of the disease; and found that it was highest stage of canker
and putrefaction that the human system was capable of receiving: the measles the

next, and the canker-rash the third; and other disorders partake more or less of the

same, which I am satisfied is 2 key to the whale; for by knowing how to cure this,

is a general rule to know how to eure all other cases: as the same means that will

put out a large fire will put out a candle.

Comments on Simple Medication Contrasted with ** Fashlonable Treatmenl.'

Soon after my family had got well of the measles, T was sent for to see a
woman by the name of Redding, in the neigl

,'!1:|.|.:"I4"-.| with the '\.':'1‘llil"., .'I!'l-,l -,'|||::-.I el no relel from the

She had been for n

¥ years

her
and found the disorder was cavsed by canker, and

EXperience had ta

which relieved her f

the cause that she neve ack of the disease. In this case the cure

Was 80 & }

v and easily performe that it became a subject of ridicule, for when

F
she was asked

abour it,

that T cured her. The

nce on unds of the pe

was done by them. 1 atten

ered the desired purpose: b

wWas 50 s

of notice, and being dissatisfied with the

VWO

treatiment

do any thing more for them. After this they em-
titioners, who were ready enough to make the

ved the

most of a job

more

to satisfy them, for one

wness and expense enou

of the sons v
him to

£00m sick and was given over by the doctor, who left
off ¢

d the cre

= but after he

him medicine he got well of himself, and
of it, but for this job and one other sin

':I:'IL' ljl'i.' not on

charges amounted to over one hundred doellars. T

satisfied me of the foolishr
of the people, whose prejudices are always in favor of any thing that is fashiona
or that is done by those who profess great le

ble,
ness and
to a simple and natural relief, with a trifling

ning; and prefer long s

great expense, if done in this +

expense.
A Typical Case.

Soon after this, I was called on to attend a Mrs. Wetherbee, in the neighborhead,
who had the same disorder (measles). She had been afflicted with the cholic for
several years, having periodical turns of it about once a month: had been under
the care of a number of doctors, who had used a

I their skill without affording her

1T
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ing ** Fashlonable ' Methods of that Date are Described.

above case, one of this family, a Young

\-\if!'l a r was sent ror,

course of practice, and 1 him with merc and other poisons,

three o1

months, constantly

red alor for Wi

It was afterwards th

| s back a

WiHAs 50

knees,

he could

urable, and was considered a

They applied to me, a

house, and do the best I «

k, for I had in the

he had the

e him. It

|||.||_'<' L40] him to the =

fever, and to destroy the p by steaming,

to proc
I could
to hea

n if they

Thomson Decldes to Either Give Up Practice or Make Medicine His Businass,

the peo

nd to far

my
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npensate me for my

nded, I had receive le or nothing, not eno

time: and I found it to be duty to ice altogether, or to make a

up prac

asked the advice of my friends, what

business of 1t. [ ¢ i with my wife

they all agreed, th seemed to be the natural turn of

an important undertaking, it would
iturely
weighed the matter in my mind, and viewed it as the greatest trust that any one
wce of mankind,
ination

wlf capable of such

be best to let my own judgment govern me, and to do as I thought best. I m

lered my want of learning and my ignor:

could engage in. I cor
which almost discouraged me from the undertaking; yet I had a strong inc

for the practice, of which it seemed impossible to divest my mind; and I had always
had a very strong aversion to working on a farm, as every thing of the kind ap-
h T e for, as I had

d had as good a farm as anv in the

d not accou

peared to me to be a burthen; the reason of whi

ied on the business to good advantage,
1

ca

t which I thou

sorhood. I final led 1o make use « nature,

ne ¥ con

or the God of nature, had implanted in me; and if I possessed such a gift, I had no

need of learning, for no one can learn that gift. thought of what St. Paul says

in his epistle to the Corinthians, concerning the different 8 by the ne Sparit;
one had the gift of prophecy; another, the gift of healing; another, the working of

miracles. I am satisfied in my own mind, that every man is made and capacitated

ges, he will be more useful

for some particular pursuit in life, in which,

e so unfortunate as to follow a calling or profession,

1ens o

than he would if he hap

that was not c

enial to his dispositi This is a very important consideration
for parents, not to make th

to their inclinations and the natural turn of their minds; for it is ecertain

zons learn trades or lTI'-'I'._-{'.‘--\iIEII'.h. which are contrary

if they

do, thev never can be useful or iI:'.‘l'|1} :.II. :f.l”I'l'L'I'"_

dical

Questions whether He would have been More Useful, With or Withoul a Systematic
Education,

elf that I possess a gife healing the sick, because of the

I am convinced

extraordinary success I have met with, and the protection and support I have been

cs of all my enemies. Whether I should have been more

at

afforded, against th

it been my lot to have had an education, and learned the profession in

useful

the fashionable way, is impossible for me to say with certainty; probably [ should

sle in the world; but honor obtained by learning,

have been deemed more hono

without a natural gift, or capacity, can never, in my opinion, make a man very useful

to his f ures. 1 wish my readers to stand me, that I do not mean

IOWW-CTEE

to convey the idea, that ]t‘lrLii:I}.’_ 15 not necessary and essential in obtaining a proper
knowledge of any profession or art; but that going to college will make a wise man of
a fool, is what I am ready to deny; or that a man cannot be useful and even great

al e ion, is what I

wout a classi

in a profession, or in the arts and sciences, wit

I3 conira

hood to attempt to support,

nk no one will have the har i
n sense. We have many examples of some of the greatest philoso-

LK

son and comm

d divines the world ever knew, who were entirely self-taught:

phers, physicians, a

hemor, and been greater ornaments to society, than a

who have done mi
of th
crammed with

it having their heads

mil 0 have nothung 0 recommer

sense enough to any great or useful

::I.;l'|'n|~|:_'.
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of Disease Treatmant.

Arrogance of Those Practicing the ** Fashlonable ' Mo

Aman

own fact, t

ig_'lu"q‘, oona

whom I have had an oppo

attention and

ity : have
|

been re to allow me credit for my experience, and

d abuse that I haver

in curing disease. an

from those to whom I think I can % priety,

nt pretenders; as all their merit consists in

iour towards all those who have not had the

degree at college.

Contends that His Antagonists were Aggressive because he Cured Cases They could nol
Relieve.

This cls

count they
kee

[ §

them

medical works are

tients. There ¢
kept

norant of

1.1 P 1 =
worid 1 the better 1mpose upon the C

of n in our own lar

W

nselves: and their poisoncus

them, and

1 [AKE it

ents Wi

w circulating inds of false and ric

mn order to destroy my credit with the people.

DPecides to Formulate and then to Teach His * System "™ to Others.

0 maxe a r INESsE O

tice, I found it necessary to fix upon some syvstem or plan for my future government

done had been as it were fros

sea that

sing out of the j wcular

any fixed

in which I had been governed by

ges I had received f

n experience. 1 deemed it

rer discoveries I shou make in my

tice, they

svstern might be e rht to others,

1 that my whe

and preserved for the the world., I had n st assistance than 1

reflections of my own mind, unaided by

obsery and the na

the opinions of others. I took

ture for my guide, and experie

and after seriously consic

ering every part of the subject, I

con-

clusions ¢ e whole animal e

disease, and ¢ than forty

ect theory.

Years experience perfectly fied me 15 the a

14
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Numbar.

Thomson Formulates His ““ System,"" In which were Devised his Famous Remedies &

+t, that all animal bodies are

matu the subje

earth,

itute

re. and water., Earth and water c

r ¢clemer

air,

1we of life and motion.

the solids, and air and fire, or h the c:

or lessening the power of heat, is the cause of all disease; that to restore heat to

its natural state, was t way by which health could be produced; and that,

, by eclearing the system of all obstructions and caus-
h would digest the food taken into it, by which

ing a natural per n, the stom

means the whole body is nourished and invigorated, and heat or nature is enabled

ially tl
which

led from

the constitutions of all mankind be

i CRSET

to hold its supremacy; tl

only in the different temperament of the same materials «

Iy to my mind, that all dizease pre

, and differi

red cl

they are composed; 1t apy

one general cause, and might be cured by one general remedy; that a state of per-

fect health arises from a due balance or temperature of the four elements; but if
it is by any means destroyed, the body is more or less disordered. And when this
is the case, there is always an actual diminution or absence of the element of fire,
or heat; and in proportion to this diminution or absence, the body is affected by its

opposite, which is cold. And I found that all disorders which the human family

were afflicted with, however various the symptoms, and different the names by which

they are called, arise directly from obstructed perspiration, which is always caused

or want of heat: for if there is a natural heat, it 1S e but that

there must be a natural pe

No. 1. Sesking a General Remedy fo ** Increase the Internal Heat, Remove all Dbstructions
of the System, Rastore the Digestive Powers of the Stomach, and Produce a Ralional
Persplration, Selects Emetic Herb (Lobelia}, but It was Found Inadequata. It was
Like a **Fire Made of Shavings.”

g fixed upon these general principles, as the qull]:. solid foundation upon

t can be founded, my next

a correct a true understanding of the su

business was to ascertain what kinds of medicine and treatment would best answer

r disease: for it must, I
1

the purpose in conformity to this universal plan of

be certain and self-evident to every one, that whatever wi

increase the

heat, remove all obstructions of the system, restore the digestive powers of

the stomach, and produce a natural perspiration, is umiversally applicable in all

il

cases

_and therefore may be considered as a general remedy.

No.

ation was to find a medicine

at would
establish a natural internal heat, so as to give nature its proper command. My

The firet and most important cons

emetic herb, (Na, 1,) I found would effectually cleanse the stomach, and would
Iy aid in raising the heat and promoting perspiration: but would not
to effect the desired object, so but that the cold would return

very effectua
it 1

t

and sssume its power. It was like a fire made of shavings; a sir
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MNo. 2. The Medicine Fixed Upon to Increase the Internal Heat was Capsicum.

After much experience an rving every thing w

ent, 1or

that it is the

m can be cl

ch will n

the patient. [ found it to be per

effects from administering it.

No. 3. Bayberry Root, combinad with White Pond Lily Root Preferrad. In Case the Pond
Lily can not be Obtalned, Hamlock, Marsh Rosemary, Sumach, Witch Hazel, Red
Raspberry Leaves, or Black Cohosh may be Substituled. (Subsequently, thesa
Remadies by Number were Continued to 6. See footnote, page 15.

My next grand object was to get something that would clear the st
bowels from canker, which are more or less affected by it in all cases of di

the human family are subject. Canker and p

faction are caused

the 15 50 affected by «

it of heat; for whenever any

checked by m

neat; putrels MMences,

me its

18

between |

when de

in favor of the latter. I hawve f a great many articl

-alled No. 3, is the best

ker: but my

in removing ca

o my knowle

ving No. 1, and prod

in which 1
No. 3, to

become so

giving Mo. 2, and when neces . made use of

r'I:I'!Ii Freat |;|'I;|'|-'.:, L'.-;lrl'i 3 i'l rt'\'c;.':-; :i.:.l-::l' II:i\I |

canker; and in all cases where patients had not prev

I have been su sful in restoring

listurbed state of the

De managed

sidered practicable, by in

to a crisis with mu

creasing the inte heat, till the cold is driven out, which is the cause of it. Thus
ing the fountain above the stream, and every thing will take its

After making Raeports of a Number of ‘* Cases " Treated, comes an Intimation of Trouble
with the ** Fashionable Doctors.”

Notwithstanding this desperate case was curec
witnessed it, the doctors had so much influence ove
false statements about it, that I got no eredit for

her husband wanted to kill her, or

165
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Such kind of ingratitu

what was ca
im 1f

he

led him
and
ping the whole in a
|

1 medicine to raise the inward heat,

then put one at

a :i'.'L'.'

¥ Ebeam, ar

.cl'.l! on

igh the day, I went hon

nd his fever h turned, and he w

comfi i3 business,

Description of a ““Case,’” chiefly of Interest as an lllustration of the Methods of Madication
One Hundred Years Ago.

I was about this time sent for to see a child in Surry, a neighboring town, which

the father of the child that

15 taken very sick, and was entirely stupid. T tol

| the canker, and made use of my common mode of practice for that difficulty.

sent for to go to Walpole, to see two young men who had been taken the

before with the prevailing fever, I left the child, with directions how to pro-

ceed with it. I then started for Walpole, 1 found the two voung men violently

y the fever. Tl 1 a brother who

attacked w 1 attended by the doctor
for above four weeks for the same disease, and was then just able to sit up. It

was thonght by all, the two that were attacked last, were as violently taken as the

thout so

hit be cured

other was; and they expressed a strong wish, that they mi
long a run as their brother had. 1 was as anxious as they were to have a short

job, and exerted all my powers to relieve them, which I was enabled to do ths

night, and left them in the morning quite comfortable, so that they were soon able
to attend to their work. The brother who had the doctor, was unable to «
thin
cure was done zo quick, that it was th
never received a cent from them for my trouble. On returning to the child that 1
had left the day before, 1 found that the doctor had been there and told them that

0 any

g for several months. The doctor was paid a heavy bill for his visits; but my

ght not to be worthy of their notice, and I

1 did mot know what was the matter with the child; and had persuaded them to
give him the care of it. He flled 1t with mercury and run it down; after having
1
| ointment on the bowels as long as it had any effect; after

given as much mercury inside as nature could move, and the bowels grew silent, he

then rubbed mer

which he agreed that the I had the canker very badly; but he still persisted
in the same course till the « i wasted away and died, in about two months after

k. After the ch

wder best. The doctor got twenty-five dollars for killing

IT Was

were willing to

tiken

that I understood the

the child by inches, and I got nothi

A Journey, during which a Number of *‘ Cases” wera Treated. One belng ol * Cancer"
again lllustrates the ** Fashionable Mathods ™ of Medication in Thomson’s Day.

After returni

home, 1 was sent for to attend 3 woman in the ne irhood,

wh

o had been under the care of a celebrated doctor, for a cancer in her breast

He had tortured her with his caustics, till her breast was burnt through to the

17
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VI
el
she
haz ever since enjoyed
ve of Thomson's Ag
] ! Iy
I YoOung man, ¢ or who % i
LWenty ¢ under the oper 1
ewr do he [id
secured so a m
attract the e
I

*h like the

know the t

, displeased th

A lourney to New York to Study Yellow Fever.

the year 1806, [ came to a

taining the nature of

dizséase was -:'l:l!
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Stricken with Yellow Fever, Thomson Takes a Course In His Own ** System.””

After spending several davs in New York, 1 went to West Chester Creek to
to have the yellow fever, for I

procu ine. [ thought that 1 was go

€ EOme me

ase: my strength was nearly

ne,

felt all the symptoms, as 1 thought, of that dis
my eves were vellow, and a npoise in my head; my tongue was black, and what
passed my bowels was like tar. I was among strangers, and had little money; I
went to the house of a Quaker woman, and asked to let me stay with her that d:
e gave her consent. Had but little medicine with me, and could find nothing
alf a pint of salt, and
, and I gained s0 much
city of New York. On my

8

that I could relish but s

and winegar; 1 used about

=

which gave me

double that quantity of vine ;

h, that the next day I was
LA } = L # 1t | B et i bl |'J1 . ||_ I co rl _,Irk
arrival there, 1 was so weak that it was with the greatest difbculty could wal

st & (0O return 1o

« place where we landed.

to my boarding house, which was about forty rods from tl
1 immediately took Nos. 2 and 3, steeped, and No. 4; in a short time, I began to
have an appetite; the first food that I took was a piece of smoked salmon, and
some ripe peach sauce. I soon recovered my strength and was able to be about.
i a correct idea of this fatal disease; that it
E it to a

This satisfied me that I had for
was the consequences of I'n:éug—, the ;|1\.\. !i:'|| l'.(‘::lT of I||e h-‘l:|_'|'| and bris

balance with the surrounding ai nd the only method by which a cure can be

ard heat

effected, is by giving such medicine as will increase the fever or in

to such a d iing power to the surface, by which means

gree as to get the determ

perspiration will take place, and which 13 called the turn of the fever: if this

sufficient to overcome

complished either by medicine, or by nature be

is no
the disease, mortification will be as certain a consequence as it would be if a person
was strangled. The reason why they lose their ength 1n so short a time, 19

because it depends wholly upon the power of inward heat; and as much as they

Iy,

lose of so much they lose of their strength and acti

An Advocate of Pure and Good Food, thus Anticipating the Government Crusade Mearly a
Coantury Later.

I will here make a few remarks upon the food taken into the stomach, which

is of the utmost impor to the preservation of health., While I was in New

York, I took particular notice of their manner of living; and obzerved that they
subsisted principally upon fresh provisions, more particularly the poorer class of
people; who are in the habit in warm weather of going to market at a late hour

of the day, and purchasing fresh meat that is almost in a putrid state, having
ntly been killed the night previous, and being badly cocked, by taking it
oduce certain disease; and I am convinced that this is

SR Vel

ont of the greatest causes that those fatal epidemics prevail in the hot season, ir

pur large seaports. Mutton and nb is often drove a great distance from the

fatigued, then are cooled suddenly, which
wen killed, are in
meat as tl when

having been heated anc

country,

es the almost a putrid

is soft anc th into the

1 the
market on a hot day, will turn green under the in two or three hours, and
taken into the stoma

same to the stomach, ar

and will communicate the

h will putrify before it %
1 the whole body will be so affected by it

, @5 0 cause

disorders of the worst ecople wo into the practice of eating salt

, and fresh in cold, it would be a wer

ns in hot weat!

¥ great preventive

trid flesh in the stomach 18 worse than the effect

Une ounce of p

19
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returned to t

The Beginning of
Looks at the Matter.

tended 1

by, told

18 "-.-::_-|| me

for Mr. Hale, =

he introduced me to made use of the

of our country; and asked her that I should

:\lzr_' gaid if 1

hought that 1 could

. and undert

no one I!'?I I !\"l:"'.'-._

This cur

thought very SO00N CHMme

ta think one of |

French, 5 Was patients, that

given over, should be one whom he called a quack: and atte

a report

day

voman v

her: but by m

0me

While I remained in this |

my me sever

wagon to Co

very successful: most

of wi

by the of them the case ¢

his fing

dly, 50 as to |.‘..-. open the j-li:lr-. Dr. French had

he advised

three weeks, they had got so

[ told him
I hi

|’:|'E_\. nanve

was in his sito
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for it I was
ne 1 but he
after saving that
E he was well enoug
m there work, and ask
aigl they were jA: tiy Clured wished to know w
va I I asked him what Dr. French had char
1is ry ng to seventeen dollars; 1

and I should cha: im

After a Number of Journeys, in which his * System "' was Usad Co
Meets Dr. French.

time I

I was very «

o, I went to Sa

attended by me the season before.

L] rvport, amd my SUCCCES Was B0

arm among the doct were their

who did all they could to

, and a class of the people w

jure me, and destroy my credit with the

e part of the patie » were put under my care, were

people. A conside

lency

as the doctors had given over, and those being cured by me, had a t

to apen the eves of the people, and give them a correct understanding of the nature

their ctice, and convince them that a2 simple and speedy cure was more for

their interest and comfort, than long sickness, pain, and d

doctors' bills, for useless visits and poisomous drugs, which had

he

the natural constitution «

dest

1a2n o

panent.

rainst me, for no other

Among those doctors who seemed so0 much enra

whom they had given

reason that 1 coul irn, than because I had cured people
over, and instructed rhem to assist themselves when sick, without having to apply
nch, 1

and was VETY successful in

to them; there was 1

made themselves so conspicuous as Dr. F

sorhood,

ice in

had -able pra

geermed to excite his malice against me to the greatest pitch; he

abn

use of every means in his power, and took every opportunity to insult an 158

ants who were

me both

v face and behind my back. A few of the inl
1 and became his instruments to injure me: but a

s friends, joined with
tion of the people were friendly to me, and took great interest in
1 | kinds of

ean

large prog

safety and success. The doct and his adherents sp

ving me the name of the old w
ish whim
ct, and I therefore r

eparts concerning me :||h| my practice, g
e under the power of witcheraft. This foc

and that my cures were

was too ridiculous for me to undertake to
kable circumstances took place tend
d weak

Iar sporty T

bel

hat 1 geessed suf

 the : :

found that |. n:':lL.|-:| cune
L

favored it me any

. and some

inded people reall

s will not

pear so0 sir

t the people vere ignorant of my systern of

ke into wi

practice, and when th

e diseases that the doctors, in

whom thevy had been in the h their confdence, promounced as
i 2, which would often take

: and that 1 could

ny months, they sthing super-

WAas SoIT

them as mn

natural

1stress; besides having .
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green

10r answer,

Atter a Journey, and a Rest al Home, Thomson
who Prepares Tor Him a Trap.

mv home,

TOW s,

SUper;

I
ble alarm

sarisfed of

conside rs, and those w

having

1 other re:

CAuse o my S0

was sent for four

last time, 2 man came on

it I wa

was a heavy

ve hi
prove nis wo
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Wins His Case, and Resumes His Praclice.

Thomsen has Br. Franch Arreste

his hous ery day

r in the

nor in

for seve

till continuing

to the law for

rjends, I was induced to have 1

ag

ainst him before a

art and entered COmg

ant, and he was brought before him for a trial. My

it for three

;glt.]nu.;'li

out by fully proving his wo asked for

evidence

rs to make his defe which was granted. He then brought forvwar

s Deen a

d proved by them

T

itage, for it had been full

roved that he had made the threats alle

went to satisfy

to prove that he was a man of his wo

it the complai

under t hundred

nt was well :_=II\-LII.‘!|I!'I.1. He x

t of common pleas.
|

malice

ir at the next

dollars bonds to keep the peace and apj
He appe

from his bail. This was

s and was dischar,

sl at the next court, was ordered w pay all the

end of our controversy for that time; but

ans to destroy me and prevent

inst me | after; seeking every

K
il
1L

|-||'_:|'5

d with more caut

that he could devise; but procee

trouble and much

ter e

ring, as will be herea

id as many patients as I
h

s they were not

thizs place, and

I L
naing the

I constantly met

5 amd seh

with all their

Jle to prevent those laboring under complaints, which they had f

be removed by the fashionable mode of treatment, from applying to me for re

actice.

eived great relief by

hom but what were either cured or r

lar aceount of

of the most extraordinary cases I shall !_'.i':t‘ a par

reader.

culty with Dr.

r woman by the name of 1

daint was dropsy;

he di who had

given over by

ee, that she «

having been

swelled to s ild not see

rtion, 1 umwilling

and her limbs in

vt le chance of a &

red there woul

for th them away, stating that there was no

1 to go ne: but t

ent away as I

boa

ina @&

¥, and a young w

and said they had re they could

agreed to with t

s0Ime dicine, and Iv on

well avoid

attend

; LNEn

especially

attentively throngh the and keep

per
h the vour

neglected her dutv, s

the morning I was ve

h hurt to Aind my di

R,
=
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-
SEVeE
curable, 1t is
In Dr. Shaphard, Thomson at
tl
went
to trom
they were all of the most de had been
over by doctors, miet
cases had he his
patients ¢ 15 Very
I ch ¢ . I well nember 15 in
words: “Well, what you
I lied, vou must j
1, ot ill r |.I.'.||' ox doImmg narm
11, and will do v all the good [ can.”
hout a hypocrisy. He once cal
whi he
attended him al
iff, so0 that he ¢
I im t f it hours,
which was half a 1 the doctor appp
see 1 50 well, and have the use of for he 5

He said that he was as
n lumself, He frequently came to see

sv; and expres

ng with her upon her sit

24
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better; having b

reduced in size above

en inches, he expressed

himself with s rmth on the occasion, that it was what he 1 never

seen or heard of done before, a I considered impossible to be

done with medicine. Addressi If to

with much earnest

g h
how it was that T did it. 1 replied, you know do
of the |

tor that the t had

ad filled it up; and all T had te do was to build fire

Iy, and the w

enough in the body to boil away the water. He burst into a , and said that

it was a system very short.

Agaln Illustrating ** Fashionable ™ Medlcation of that Date, and Thomsen's Opinion of
Disease.

W I
parts of the country, a
m rent from w
me who had the venereal, in conse

I had

1d from Portsmo

desperate cases

Une 1

actising

place

on, being d fore witnessed.

wan applied to

she ted, of having had a bad !

UHETICE,

band; which 1 believed to he true. S had been attended by the e

ury, for the purpose of

Portsmouth for nearly a year, who had filled her wi

curing: the d sease. Her

wrder till the remedy had become much worse than the «

ought on a bed, being unable to
my

ving

case was alarming, and very d ult: she waz |

sit up; and seemed fo be cne mass of putrefaction. I proceeded with her

treati

usual

all cases where the svstem is greatly disordered, by

to promote

and restore

cing ion, ste to throw out the

and in three weeks she retorned home en

the digestive power:

woman came to me ace, wh

with mercury to kill

& same p

mn conseque

|?IE' "'Ilf\-l'.' existence. hier

srat

ake with her, apprehending tl

could be effected, having been of so0 |

but she insis

upon it so

strongly, that I could not put her off. Af wding upon her three weeks, how-

, her health was restored, and she returned ho

well; and in less than a year

one birth. She had not had a child for eight 3

er, she had two children

(-]

silv. cured in

before. This disease iz wvery "
f ; |-Ci||'\_: notl
of t

at and other parts: by giving mer

¢ first stages of it, bv a ¢

course of me ing more than a high stage of canker seated in the

ands of certain pa

body, and if not cured, communicates to the rlands

B

of the t

ury, the whole system is completely

disordered, and although e disease may disarpear, it is not cured:

is more difficulty in getting the mercury out ly of one in

g

a1l

than to cure a dozen of t disease who have not taken this dangerous poison
The Medical Profession “Alarmed™ and for the Second Time Charge Thomson with
“Witcheraft."

While in Exeter, T |

d a case ¢

young min, sor

Gilinan,

ot fon

who was 1 He was al

BEeN Years , and had been troubled

leeding at nose. Lhey had made use of powerful astringents, wi

tne

ive sublimate snuffed up his nose,

DU Vesse

that part see

to be shrunk up, and his flesh 1

h wasted away; I car ough a course

of med

cing, and zave an

1gh the body, and stopped
ation, restored the digesti
the b«

its course to the |)-t.':h.|:
I

I persmp

wers, and r the

with food inst
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sAmd mengs

worthy of

them withh contempt; as

myself with the credulity of the

e such nonsense.

r. (Ses Bulletin, Lloyd Library No.
ys Up Trouble for Hir

anassah Cu

Thomson Invades Territory of Dr.

Vil, for Portrait and History of Cutler.) Agaln He L

the summer, while I was at Exeter, I w

man by the name of Lebell, w

ends to be :

been given over I
ermoon s

a2 mior I. him

izd swelled Ors

His legs

TR T

he sweat freely in

back

the doctors

window against

I would

}

t I should ecure him, ar

at they were

tried a month
I'he

and st

e over the

practy

spirati coess, and I had done it in one

room. I went home with Mr. Underwe

before 1

and left them to pursue their oy

1 course; the man died before morning.
4 of getting T | - i
trouble of coming fifteen miles, and returning back again on foot; and besides

ed by the f
|

ent f all my

undred dollars, as was agreed, I never got a ¢

ne

ulty,—the above

—when I came to be persec
against me, in w

is loss, afterwar

two doctors gave their depositions

that 1 k

was informed they

had over to die the

s man, notwithstanding th

20
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morning before I saw h

and they had

1 him out of my

stated. On

p ormed that they were trying to support a complaint agai
me, I got the depositions of Mr. Underwood and others, who were knowing to
the facts, to contradict these false statements. On finding that I was determined

to oppose I d  prove what had sworn to be all f;J]:;c:l they thought

proper to matter: but 1 ormed th had sworn that my medicine

was of a g and if it did not cause

Ire

na . patiént to vomit soon after
wrad

tainly die. It i1s unnecessary for me to

being taken, they would ict this,

for its incorrectness and absurdity is too well known to all who have any knowl-

edge of the medicine 1 use.

After a number of Journays Is Called by a Man Who Heard thal he, Thomson, * Sweat His
Patients To Death.'” Description of Treatment.

I was frequently in Portsmouth to wisit those who had been sent to me to be

attended upon st Exeter. Sometime in September in 1808, when there, I was called

on to visit Mr. Richard Rice, who was sick with the wyellow fever, as it was

called. The reason for his sending for me, was in consequence of having heard

reports of the doctors, that I sweat my patients to death. He conceived an

idea that if he could sweat, he should be better; but they would not allow him
to be kept warm, taking the clothes off of him, and keeping the windows and

doors open; no fire was permitted in the room, while he was shivering with the

cold. The plan was to kill the fever, and to effect this with more certainty, the

doctor had bled him, and told his sister that he had

e, and if t {

13 much r3

1m

| mot answer he did not know what would.

as he dared to |

and in on
He was so weak that he was unable to

to give him medicine a little before « * hour perspira

" In -

"1-|]\ hi

the doctor proposed to | m; bot he was dismissed. 1 was with

morni

him in the care of three
persons whom I could confide in, After 1 was gone, Dr. Brackett came into

him the symptoms were favor and then lefe

room where

patient was, i a great rage, saying that they were killing him;

for the mort ion would soon take place, in consequence of keeping him so

by one of those present, in which case mortification wag most

warm. He v

1'|\ ot

k, or warm and thin. He
ial
In
argument on, but what might be easily refuted, After he had failed in the

interference swith those who had the care of the patient, he went to his wife and

F

ace, when the blood was cold and th
pected some |

iibble, and would not give an answer: and it was immater

which way he answered; for in either case he had no grounds to SUpPpPOort

other relations, and tried to frighten them; but he did not suceeed, for they were

well satisfied with what was doing.

The patient was much out by spells, sometimes imag 1z himself to be a

lump of ice; but my directions were pursued by the person 1 left in charge of

him during the night, keeping up a perspiration, in the morning he was much
relieved, a

the bowels; to relieve which he was wery anxious that I should give him some

had his right mind. He had no pain except in the lower part of

h¥sic. opposed thig, being confident that it would not do in such putrid cases
pha I opposed this, & fident that Id 1 h putrid cases.
He was so urgent, however, I gave him some, which operated very soon: and the
consequence was, that it reinforced his disorder, and threw him into the gre:

est
distress. He asked for more phyzic, but I told him that T would not give him
any more, for I was satisfied of the impropriety of giving it in such cases, and I
have never given any since. It checked the perspiration, and drew the determining

27
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g0 that 1

Uurrace

powers from the

g perspiration, and vomiting,

rain of

and it was with the greatest atte

ion for twelve hours

I kept up the |

d to see | he was

1d took me

Strong Yyou are,
On M
This core caused ©

o A el
had taken the pl

he was down on the wharf attending to his bus

e talk in town, and because It W

sid

there was but aim, and

been left

well hims

to the bted, and s

it were convince

can @& man, who

disease

Qutward and Inward Heat.

this autumn

in I

while there, was sent for to go to Salisbury,

I continued to pract
had

| days, who I had §

1 Yor sever

by a

||r;'-.::i|._|:i|-| would not hold; for further

once round

d kept about an eq

re medicine to

n they

gl INVWar

face,

determining power to the su

rh as to counteract it. After explaining to them the

it immes

Vinegar, a

child up and poy red

slied no more ootward heat, but

on the operation

As soon as the

alion b

the

xt day

r the day before;

from

[i'l.lll what was |!3|i-|1'-!=_ as

& Viclory over ox

recovered,

n Trespasses on Territory of Dr. Franch, Is Arrested, Fined and Reprimanded.

1 not pra )

in June, and my returming had

them that he w

ury, anv without his conser

wWere

the bo 1avior

he court discl

and when

was calle

ving the cost. was brought on

LT
Ancrie

n the part of
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id brought witnesses stand to prove that what he had said was true.

she took

I'he young woman nursed Mrs, Lifford, and by whose neglec

, swore to some of the most ridiculous occurrences concerning the death of

]

| be uttered, which were perfectly contradictory to every

hat cou

that woman,

thing she had before confeszed to be the truth. Amnother young woman, the daughter

of a tor at Deerfield, made a statement, to make it appear that I was the cause

ath of the three children, who died as has been before related. I had
no knowledge of ever =ecing this woman, and have since ascertained that she

kness, and then did not go into the

of the d

was not at the house but cnce during the =
e¢: and her exagge

n where the sick ated account must have been made

she had heard others say.

o

up of wl

le that

These things were a complete surprise to me, not thinking it possi

people could be induced to make such exaggerated statements under the solemnity

of an oath. I cou ave brought forward abundance of testimony to have con-

tradicted the whole evidence a nst me if there was time, but not expecting that
the cause would ve taken the course it did, was unprepared. There appeared
to be complete combination of the professional eraft against me, of both the

I should lose the cause, let the

doctors and lawyers, and a determination th;

nce be what it might: My lawyers gave up the case without making a plea;
¢ to the jury, representing me in the

and the judge gave a wvery partial cha
at he possibly could, saying that the evidence was sufficient
nst me, and that if T had d for my life, he could

wiorst Julitlr of view th

o prove the facts a 1

not say whether it would hang me or send me on for life. The

jury of course gave their verdict against me, and 1 had to pay the cost of the court.

whether a warrant ought not

The counsel for Dr. French asked the j

me, and I be &

issued elled to recognize to appear at the next

so frightened my

go out of the way

court, to wh swered in the afhrmative. T ne

that they were much alarmed for my safety, and advised me to
of my enemies, for they seemed to be determined to destroy me. I went to
Andover to the house of a friend, whose wife I had cured of a cancer, where I
was very cordially received, and staid that night. The next day I went to Salisbury

Mills, and made arrangements to pay the cost of my unfortunate lawsuit

The Lovett Case, the Beginning of Thomson's Famous Trial.

While practising in Beverly, was called on by a Mr. Lovett, to attend his
son, who was sick, as they supposed with a bad cold; some thought it a typhus
fever. 1 was very much engaged in attending upon the sick at the time, and could

not go with him: he came after me three times

fore I could go. On seeing
him, found that he complained of a stiff neck, and appeared to be very stupid, and
had no |l:li!|. Hisz aunt, who took care of him, said that he would l.'(_'l.'t'.lin[ll.' die,
for he had the same symptoms as his mother, who died a short time before. 1
ext day carried him through a
g well. Bei

relieved him; the

whic

gave some medi

course of the medicine, and he appeared to be doi

I left him in the care of Mr. R:

keep in the house and not expose himself. This was on Wednes
I

1g called on to go

to Sa nd, with particular directic to

I heard

nothing from him, and knew not but what he was doing well, till the Sunday

afternoon  following, when I was informed t

at he was worse. I immediately
inquired of Mr. Raymond, and learned from him that he had got so much better,

d returned on F v night: that

he had been down on the side of the water, a

been

the we cold, being in the month of Dex
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chilled with tl

with him an

it was very doubtful

I would try, and do

could

advice: this was said in prese

Mr. Lovett made answer that if I co

nis 8on,

could : desirous for me to stay h him al

Was

and his bed the whole ti was much dera

wen he came to hims

and was quite se

to send for some other doctor, as I was se

efit. He immedia

that would be of

ived, I left

as soon as they a in their

n e

next night a t ten o'cl

of this ea

Wiy

murdering man. The father

time, in rega

» patient so I

as I knew of

Was owin

y fault of mine.

After a Parlod of Praclice in Various Localities, came Thomson's ** Treatment " of
Trickeay.

leave the
im: but I

of it to her hush

arrived bled

IT came,

dud

m 5 ne

knew to the : and

wioman soon arter t

till the next ¢ about ten o'cle

% spared no pains to s

an with my screw auger, a cant

one of my patients, when under tl
P B

use of for the purpose of trying to destroy

t it twisted in ham like a ser 5 Was

4

HOCtors,

med imilar names to several other articles of

ule. I'hey likewise gave

the same purpose; and represented them as the names by which

my medicine,

I called them.

I

as the sweating and steaming

v had likewise given me seve ATIES

||| ‘.l!IL'.v. by way |:-|_ re=-

proach;
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were dicule, that those

Were unw g to r or fear of being laughed at

employ-
ing me.

I'he circumstance of the d

5 seized

of the above mentioned Capt. Trickey, w
1 ntations

and their §

- the doct

ends, and the most false and absurd rep:

them through the country, with the inten

i ol ,n:nm'in;_' my

g me indicted for murder, or to drive me off: but my friends made out a

correct statement of the facts, and had them published, which put a stop to their

number of the most

I had

career for that time. I continued my practice, and had a g

despérate cases, in

*h 1 was successful. The extraordinary c

ad the to make m people believe, that I could ¢

pe e,

one who had life in them, let their disease be ever so bad: and where I had attended

oft those who were given over as incura

, and they died, wh I pave

m any

medicine or not, the report was immediately cireulated that they were killed by
r pa

ken of it. When their patients died, EArANCes

time the

me, at the sa ular doctors would lose th

out there being any notice ¢

P
actice, it was said to be the will of the Lord, and

were ever so much against their p

submitted to without a murmur; but if one happened to die that I had

to do with, it was reac

reported by those interested in destroy

the people, that T killed them.

Arrest, Imprisonment and Trial. In thls, bul for the Testimony of Dr. Cutler, Thomson
would Probably have Fared Much Worse. This (see note, page 37) Marks the
Beginnlng of the Medlcal Laws In America.

€8 Ol

15 O S0me

Trom e iry 5 10 order £ S

1 the persecuti

of the medical facult

tor no other reason, as I conceive, than that they feared my

practice would open the eyes of the pecple, and with them:

informaty 05 W d enable them re themselves of ase,

of a doctor: and fr othe

re governed altogether

by the prejudices they had formed against me by the false reports that had been

knowledge of me. Many of

ve a very favorable

without having any oth

prac

vinced of their error,

, have since been e

e among my best frien

pse parts through the seas 2 1 went h

and returned

where 1 remained a few wee

to Salisbury.

I made several st in ¢

erent places where I | before

ormation to those who

to see my friends and to give
On my arrival

use of my medici

sbury, my friends informed me that Dr. French
i my i2|l'~‘:"‘.|l.L'. and that he and a Deacon Pecker,
had been to S

1 been very bus emp

grand

who ¥ one of m, to the court, i

ment

on their

had been a bill of

return had said that there found against me for
and keep out of the wav: but I told

them I should never do that; for if they had found a bill against me, the govern-

wilful murder. v advized me to go o

ment must prove the charges, or I must be honorably acquitted. About ten o'clock

¢ where 1 stopped, with a constable, and made

at night Dr. French to the |

me a prisoner in of the commonwealth. 1 asked the constable to read the

warrant, which he d by this I found that Dr. French was the only complainant,

(2
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warrant,

d the justice v
'

then taken

the next morning. 1

can & COnc of, WIL

me till between two ar

lem to get the indic

that after he h

home before the was mad

Id miss t

went to a brother doctor

t be gone, he s

fearing I

inst me,

gratifyir ngec a

i3
ramie

was a justice of the peace, before whom he made o that he had pre

pect, and did suspect, that I

ad with malice afor

ethought, murdered

1]
persons in the course of tl

plainant;

nes were unknown to tl

t, wh

and 1 was

mn which a warrant was issued a

| lictment coul

stated, in order to d

tain and keep me in custody, till the in

In the morning I was brought before the

was

1ation, the ¢

[0 Droce

I In my e

ore him, and 1 he

present, and adjourned the court again till near

again |

to his house in the mean time, and put me in

1 leaving the house, When they came back, some of tl
1 1
I told them that I stood

I o

| to be convi

ke my escape, whi

ht to be punished;

ted as such, or honoral

acquILt

and « to be deliver

e could

h arrived with a Sher

ench had vented

il
anda

stable to the Sherif

savage abuse that lang

press, saving that I w

I should |

I had murdere: I:..I:.I and he could

or sent to the State prison for life, and he 18 pOWer

1€

I was then put in ff, and conveyed to tl

convict ms by the

had been eonvie

with a man

and sen

on a girl six years of age,

ary conhnem

f 3 and

ded

ed to be glad of e

vear. He

any. I was not allowed a chair or

that misery loves «

2 BIraw

a miser on the floor, w ome poor bla

b

weather was very

into this prison on the roth
the 1

n washed. I was p

ran from the 1

lete the whole, the f

hat T was almost sti

ith the smell. 1

fled v

no

rp that nig

not Knoy

iwed an i
fellow sufferer: he
hingle a meeting-

[s

= morning there

the horror of my situati

me from m any l:

At breakfast time I was cal
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it consisted of an old tin pot of musty e

]
vad
al fare,
The: next day ©Mr. Osgood came

s0 bad as to be unwholesome: with a tin

rd

which was so hs

when we had tan eq

we

to see 11 1l on Witnessing my mize situation, he was so much

ected, that he o« .u':'_\ -|:|"‘|l. |||' !‘l.'-‘l1|'.!:L me some i‘-ll-\ m:‘-:m-. n:‘.i-"h I

as very glad to receive: and when I de

seribed to him my miserable lodgings, and

the h id [lllh'l' I was in, wept like a child. He asked lLibi ’ of the ar 10
furni me with a bed, i, and brought me one; and other things
to make me more comfortable. next day I wrote te my family, to Dr.
Fuller, and to Judge Rice, stating to them my situation.

The bed which was rht me, I put on the old one, and allowed my fe
sufferer a part of it, for whi he very thankful. I had provision
brought me my friends for us both, and I ga him what 1 did not

crusts and scr were left, his poor wife would come and beg,

aps t

her starving children, who were dependent on her. Her situation and
hushand were so much worse than mine, that it made me feel more reconciled to

-h more

my fate; and I gave her all 1 ¢ould spare, besides making his condition

comfortable, for which they exprested a great deal of gratitude.

iement, Judge Rice came to see me, and brought
ng upon the case, they advised me to pe

In a few days after my conf

with him a lawyer. On consu n to

wreme Court to

the Judges of the 5 a special court to try my cause; as there

it could be tried, till the next fall, and

ciment for
a vear, whether there was any tl

would be no eourt held by law, at w

I should have

as there could be no bail for an inc

prison nearly ainst me or oot

1s0on a

the policy of my enemies, thinking that they could keep me in

I
|

in all probability I should not live that time; and their ends would be

answered.

I sent on a petition agreeably to the advice of my friends, and Ju
undertook to attend to the business and do every thing to get the prayer

petition granted. He followed the business up with great zeal, and did every thing

that could be done to effect the object. I think he told me that he or the lawyer,
Mr. Bartlett, had rode from Newburyport to Boston fiftéen times in the course of
three weeks; on the iness. At length Judge Parsons agreed to hold a special
court at Salem, on the roth day of December, to try the cause, which was one

. My friends were very attentive and
zealous in my cause, and every preparation was made for the trial.

month from the day I was committec

wing this time the weather was very cold, and I suffered greatly from that

ikewise from the badness of the air in our miser:

le cell, so that I had not
bition. Many of my friends came to see me, and some of them

cause, and

much life or

were permitted to come into the cell; but the air was so bad and the smell so

offensive, that they could not stay long. My friend, Dr. Shephard, came to see

ed into our dungeon. He staid a short time, but =aid it was

Was ac

in that place a week for

all Newburyport., On Thapksgiving Day we were taken out of our cell and put

so offensive he must leave me: that he would not

in a room in the upper story, with the other prisoners, and took supper together;
and poor debtors. All of us tried to
enjoy our supper and be in as good spirits as our condition would permit. The

most of their complaints were of the fiitl

they consisted of murderers, robbers, thieves,

uness and bad condition of the prison, in
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rty days, a

it in consequence of its to feel f S
the i were ught and put on ch 1

¥
B

Ior my ci
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ir knowledge. Dr.

'.';|1."|_l |'-f cures
Fuller, of Milfc

at had been performed with it wi

d, N. H., was present and made many statements in my favor, as

vised to have Dr. Cutler, of Hamil
at was in their
|, for which I

he medicine, s

r STt ]
e by friends tl

was done. Ewvery

re for a fair tr

POWEY, to {

me and give me a ¢ :lI'.'\'.”'.:-:':
feel very grateful.

."Ill aay

Decer

Parsons presi

ber, 1809, the Supreme Court convened to hea

my

ed, with Jud Sewall and Parker, assistant

Judge

k in the mornir

and the chief

Judges. The case was called about ten o'c

justice ordered at the bar for

to be brought from the prison and arraigne

trial. I v two constables, one on my right and the other on my

left, in which situation 1 was brought from the jail to the court-house and placed

rt-house was so crowded with the peoj with
1
P
down to wait for further or

the bar. The ¢
|I]itLi|!_l we could get in. Afrer T v
id I

great concourse of people to look

much

a chair
the

with

ed in the erim

ed me
t for th

some with pity,

scorn. In a few minutes I was directed to rise and h tht hand, to

up my ri
ir oaths presented
ght,
murdered Ezra Lovett, with lobelia, a deadly poison. I was then directed by

vy and

hear the s nent tead, which the grand jury had upon th

aroreto

against me. It was in common form, stating that 1 had with malice

the court to plead to the indictment, guilty, or not guilty; I plead not gui

h, the jury called and sv

usual forms, in such cases, were passed throu

=

and the tris

commenced.
I'he Solici

itor General arose, and opened the case on the part of the Com-

vealth, and against me, whi he said he was

M

that

about t ated

at sundry times killed my patients with the

rt of the government,
He
it of the affair in general, particularly of coming
Id attend; th
against me, and told over several fic

Lovett, the father of the young man that I was accused of k

made a tolerable fair stateme

after me several times before [ «

gh I think he exaggerated many

itious and ridiculous names, which

given Ty medicine, by way of ridicule, such as bull-dog, ram-cat,

er, and bell izzle; all of which had a tendency to prejudice the

i | )

court and jury against me; and I also thought that he omitted to tell many

things in my favor, that must have been within his knowledge; but

ere
ast criminated me, or supported the

nothing in his evidence that in the

res in the Indictment.

I'he next witness called, was Dr. Howe, to prove 1 administered

the poison alleged in the indictment. He stated that 1 gave the poizon to the said

Lovett, and prod ple of it, which he said was the root of lobeli
Ihe

iI'.I'.1

LCE

asked him if he v positive

it was lebelia; he said he was,

I called it coffee. The sample was handed round for the court to
sfied
which very much
d him if he meant to p

ed to be

id of it, and after they had all s

their curiosity, it in his hand and ate

surprised them 1son himself

court, it would not hurt him to eat a peck of it, which

in presence of

seemed to strike the court with astonishment. Dr. Howe was then ca

led at
n

seemed to put him to a st

request for cros

xamination, and Mr. Story asked

m to describe lobelia,

w it Jooked when gr 5 he had swe to it |

the taste and smell. This

d, and after being spee for several minutes, he
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the

made

he here repe

. and he cried m 5 Was

the story was wholly r My enemie

WO 0

ainst me.

ti 1
my defence nSequent 1

out their case L me, col bring them forward.
John Lemon next w 5 ght o =

e what he knew about the

vwealth, ted to

He stated I been out of health for two years,

with a pain rast, and was so | he was
could get no

1able to work; that he
1 hir

from the doctors: tha to me and T had euor

in one week: and that was all he knew at the bar.

time Judge Parsons a ared to be

they had for a grand jury, to find a bill on such ey

said he had more evidence which he wished to hri

and as he had been t whole

Dr. French was ¢
business of getting me i rd, and had been the princi ause, by his own

evidence, as 1 was informed, of the grand

his evidence now would be sufh

expected that ent to

rned out like the rest, to amount to nothing.

prisoner at the bar; he said he did. He wa

had practized in

about him. He s; the prisoner

he lived, with success: and his medicine was harmless,

the childréen for the use of the ilies. The Judge was 1 the
jury, when the Solicitor General e and said, be

islaughter, T , ¥ou have nothing

he

murder, it might be found for m

against man, and what they had for a

grand ju
In hi

LW, COmmon or staty

siated

may

with an inten effect from

is not murd

1slaug

¢y WHO He q
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1d an OppPort

the st

al the ftr DESIOeS: o)

the trial was over, I wi

selves for the eveni

10 WEre 20 ||“’L".

icl ade me think of wha

ble, w

acquitie that they

that “the wicked Aee when no man pursueth, but the rig

a5 a
D the e

ng Dr. French,

ad murdered fifty, and }

on its
and and having failed to prove « it was

thoy ble opportunity to make him pay something fi

tow me 50 mi ring, and for the trou

ecution wn, and to

eed 1
my

me an

|

the county of York. and likewise he

and paid Mr. I

by a con

inesses for above

Vas enty

Mrs, Russel's
I

nng the snares of m

: I had but

was sa itated, w e to consider v

d run in esc

, and the enemies, wi

anxiety of my fam fed from

and 1
The next day I went to S

till they got the news of my quittal,

eye

more confused than when in prison.
shury
vas first arrested. Mrs. Osgood and a young waor

and stopped with Mr. Osgood, where

who had been

¥ me as & Nurse, assisted to clean myv cloth wd clear me of some tr
companions I had bro

to all my old frien

with

the prison; and when I had paid a wvisit

who we I went to Portsmouth, to

VEery g i [0 80€ IT

recover my health, which was very much impaired, by being confined forty days
thy and cold prisons, in the coldest part of a remarkably eold win

My friends attended upon me, and carried me

in those f ter.

rough a ilar course of medi-
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.
Most of who have been in.t 111} ne and m
befall them
towards
ained ever since,
one vear after I
Waced, i
was reported he
5
prosecuting and
before the in the County of York.
business, and |
s O
Was to | 1 t
I found that their :-:'i:u Was to pre
I had arended, and by that means to a
EVErY
I had
Wil 1

been before n

cure,

the depositions
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SAMUEL THOMS

and

found that

SUIMIMOn two men
I had ;
to the next term, w
the sett

wereg I

erfie

ready fto

1l testimony

and got it

mn

find what

Very

»ts, more tha

get witnesses to appear on

o 1 ol U

ase they had alleged against me.

: 2
ted for the trial, every thing w

hearing. Judge Parsons was on the ben
ned to have the case i for he

I made

wat was to be in the defe
']

by the defendant, which were in my

in the defence, to make out the CASEs

iinst me. LThe hrst was

who haid been dead above two yearg, the part

tated. The
a

Fhe next cases three ¢

Zf]{']I:JI"- |'r '-\!Iilil | -Il"i.‘l'l':

were read, which the defendant

K

| who rw nothing of the matt parsay

a very highly colored ac of my treaty
<k

appear by the that T h

never saying a word

that it wou

roasted tl

my attending the family. They
plac
tl

ne |

account of all the circumstances as they took

and the wviolen

when I first saw e of
lost all their ients th

ther that 1

by my mode of

ted my plan, and saved the amn

ed them and read some of the

ted that they were not tn

the opposition I

a5 Py
, when

tions had bee

they said end

duty to do it

who ha

They next

on the case of a2 w

attended, and with it the « ot E Lovett, whom 1

dering. I was ven

rerated stateme

, made by those w

e case a man by

TEROris ar

iven over by the doctors. To rebut the evi

rove that [ had killed those children, 1
witnesses, who were knowing to all the ¢

had been attacked with the disorder before 1 c3

ht up ag

ON

izl for one which

who

S LLIONS M

nt, and went

and e their

jetendant was not

holden at York the
I went to the clerk's
inst me; and the

O Were

little, if anv, knowledge

a8 i:l'-\"_'\.l'.l'.l. an my

and se

1ed, as I tho

|'.L';Jrr_‘;|_ {1} know CVETY

out my case by proving
iration. Th
-~ which were

decl

orf r

the name of Hubl
iculars of which 1

told a v

VEry

nent of the childrer

- (!

fifteen that

gave a cc par-

uation of the

e: of the

lisorder; how t

the

umber by The Ji

af

but these witnesses

[odi-

them,

whole tr

d di
h

as 1
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her,

Was
which have been be

ag the ¢

took cold, after

rekd

WEre in in consedgu

I cauld not n her medicine afterwards.

g any

was the only one to blame, and that no
influenced by Dr. Frencl
thi

stand, who ¢

aftervwar

1 swear to to injure

and made threats that

e wWo

witnesses on

n was. read, 1 bro
contained i read her

every thir it: but the Tud

|‘!r_'|-""

inonm to

to the ju scted them to pay

nesses on the stand.

N The eighth and last case was t of g Neil o
who was very violently attacked, and was attend Cutter. 1
on at night to attend him, and thought there was a
the man with whom he lived, would not consent
him, and I went away, after telling them that he wo
bef 1 i I would di
the morning, WIS WOTrse,
sented to have me attend upon him. I told his
late:
VEry
bei
effect, and
for d to prove that I WO
that the patient had the dropsy in the brain, he disorder had turned,
and |'u:' was in a fai Ll SCOVET S I ¢ 0 my poison !.|’nu\_
and killed him. I to the facts as I have
. above related them, and that the doctor wou no ¢ ragement of helping

father of t 1 gave hiz evidence, and stated that

the tient.

L =

ave him med inter=

SOn was 1n a

him, if he was a doctor, to which

answered no., He then
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t his disorder had t

getting better;

urned, and he w
d to do away his

d thus m

going to cor e doctor ?

I have thus given a brief sketch of the evidence in ASES,
were attempted to be d as murder, in order to make out justification on the
part of the defendant, with my defence to the same, in as correct a m as I

1e

I have related

and am conf

am able from memn

ly proved by living e Was

it, can be sobstanti
pleas, making

made

case

through, the lawyers on

8
lge then gave his charge

it, to be the most préju

part as good and as bad as t

jury, which was

]

.+ been heard before. He ma:

one tl

]1:”- & of gvery means to

e defendant

that

m against me; s

aise

passions of the jury, and turn

I was not g

S
was completely justified call me a ilty of
ler,
vers for taking up for me, saying that

and bull-dogs. The people that were present were very much disgusted at

even abused my law-

wild

in screw-augers
I

conduet, and they expressed themselves very fr upon the subject. It was said

become courts of

by some, that our courts, instead of bei of justice, h
3 that he hoped Judge Parsons would never have :
nortunity to sit on a cause; which prediction turned out true, for he s
d, died bef

on the g

'llll-.l'('. Chne man sand

alsy, and as I am inforr

a stroke of p s the next court met. The
1

of the defendant,

ict of justif

brought Yer

wit two thousand dollars.

n me, which ;

wed the wh
Wh [

e 1 fou
after made

I went to Portsmom

the Ccase was

Rice was my

id at the time. On my se

undertook to pay all the

him, I owed him six hundred ey that he had advanced on my

account; for which I had him, but by giving him a mortgage

ot my farm; which I did,

it was put on record

and never known to any

hing for all his t

of my friends till I had paid up. He charged no

h the whole of

¥ HII'.J l.'lf |li‘:

persecutions and trials, for whi

ll ever consider myself under t

trouble, th

kindness and friendship on all occasions, 1 s

greatest obligations.

Attesting to the Fact thal the ** Fashionable' Doctors and Thomson had not yet Buried tha
Hatchet.

About the first of June, 1311, I received a letter from Eastport,

Some

heen the fall before and shown some of my mode of

in that pl

'« were so well satisfied with it, that seven men had sut

me to come there and practise in

names to the letier, r

srevailed in those parts. I left the care of my business at Portsmouth with Mr.
I F ’

diately took passage for Eastport,

Carpenter, my apprentice, and imm
iddle of June. 1 was very gladly r

d by those who had

arrived about the m

wrote to me, and by

se with whom I had become acquainted when there bef
I arreed to practise under the prot |

tion of those who h

d sent for me, until I

had convineed them of its utili to which they conzented, and promised me all
the assistance in their power. I was soon called on to tise, and had all the

could be found, in all of which 1 met with very great

most desperate cases

ccess. The first cases I attended in presence of the committes, were fve des-
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Motwithsta

Indicating that
** Ballling "" Influgnce Dutside th

the next




T

SAMUEL THOMSON

Decldes to ** Patent ™ his System of ** Thomsonian Treatment.”” The Famous Baglnning of
American Patent Medicines, (See nole, page 37.)

maturely considered and exercised

. "['..r:ll_',.‘

the subject :

which I could extricate myself from the

n de

ng some pl

ind ; event those

threatened me on e to j

hts, which
with much suffe '

twenty vears ing and nse had given r

CXF

from being wrested from me: 1 ‘.'.u'.|||:-. came to the conclu

1 that there
1y chance of success: and that was

only one

to pursue with

0 go on to and ob

in a l\:]r(":lt :--'II' ."l'l:\ -iin_'l‘l\a,'l'il:,.' ;||||_| put |'|:_-|~.

medicine rotection of the laws of my

re to me the exclusi

¢ right to my system and

me above the f the lawe of any state.

g to the cone

After con

on to go on to the seat of government and

v a patent, made all necessary preparation for the journey, and started

ortsmouth on the 7th of February, and arrivec
1 Capt, N
him my credentials, and asked hiz adv

at Washis

rton on the 23d. The
Gilman, of E

what I must do to

next day after my arrival, T waited «

eter, showed

in my object.
}

EnoL

it could not be made expl to combine the system

tice, withont being too long: however

ed me to carry |||’_-1il'.4|||
of Mr. nroe, Secretary
tent office and found that Dr. Thornton was the Clerk,

Ivi
patent office: which was then under the contro

to the

d me many questions, and I

day, and he

what

hat iho
that those

to cure

that 1 must pa

state haow
and in what

waited on M

ittenden,

mant, who was at 1, and asked his assist:

town consented. We ma

tions IANNET a5 We cou

and the next day

ive them to Dr. Thornton: he com

id put me off once more. 1 applied
not

@ SYste

pain and asked
¢ names for the articles,
New York, who was in the House of Repre-

r my patent; b

botar

and referred me to Dr. Mitchell,

ives. I

uested him to give the botanic |

slied to him, and re

icles mentioned in my pet

He w them, I carried

v

Th

said I must go @

uniable to read some of the n
ell,

rnton; but he v

AMEes, ONg n part

n to Dr. Mitcl

and get him to give it in some other worc

1 i
(i |

tell him ¢

1d not he could n it. I went, and the doc

word again, and then wrote, or I.HI-':EI"‘ii"E!:-"'II'-II whi
and req

w Dr. T

ested him to put in the patent my 1
I ne he
Barton, to

nes, and i
1 talked a

dragon, or i chose. He t

llll]

his names.

I found he was determined to give me all the trou
to defeat my

E

to Mr. Monroe, up

which he seemed a
1 he would do without Dr. Barton's names, I

and sa

e article of myrrh, he found much fault

out the patent, and when he came to
| nothing, T told h

about that, and said

that I paid for the patent,
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my

ceeded in obtaiming

d and delivered to me on the third

Intervigws the Celebrated Madical Authorities of that D:
He Speaks Highly.

The next ¢ after I

and see [hf

the President

went to the

the

monies on

office and

and was o

all l'.'l'-_‘:J:I'-‘i 13

that seats we

13th before I could get a passag
and came I remained
i Drs. Rush d B to eonfer with them

sEeIngE

to stay till

ssage 1n i

vs for the purpose

ucing
| sper

ed, that I was

He treated me with

to, he would give his consent,

I asked

tent, and reques

system and p

He advised me to make friends of

recommend
that if I should «

e, and give the public su
I old him th

and me of all credit o

He said it

ind aske

norable

were some of
ke a

said that if T would trust it in his

but he

I asked him if f it himself, and give i

e should find it to deserve.

he should be pleased, and would do justic

ections

Jeft some of the medicine with him, w

he died: and Dr. Rush also di

(0}

wence of these two men, wh

ved of the

which mea

vious; by

exerted in my favor.

¢

ent would otherwise |

I was confi

valent Medical Treatment and Points

Thomson in an Interview with Barton Criticises the Pre
Out the Absurdity of Bleeding to Cure Dissase. It appeared to me very extraor-
dinary to blead twenty times to cure the most fatal diseasa aver kno

manner of treatment would kill one-half of those In health.”

the

Dr. Bart conversation uj

nlery

ant, I expressed

the medical &b

myself very freely upon the
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While in the city of Philadelphia, T exa
yvellow fever; and

ined into their mode of treating the

that the treatment prescribed by

und to my astonishment

Dr. Rush was to hleed twice a « for ten

l|i||.||'_\, to b

vs. It appeared to me very extraor-

eed twenty times to cure the most fatal dizease ever known: and am
confident that the same manner of treatment would kill one half of those in health.
T

merely because it has been recommended in some particular cases by a great man,

his absurd practice being followed by the more ignorant class of the faculty,

has, T have not the least doubt, destroved more lives than has ever been killed

by powder and hall in this « try in the same time. Those I met in the streets,

who had escaped the fatal effect of bleeding, mercury, and other poisons, carried
death in their countenan
been well since thev had the fever: that they took so much mercury and opium,

e; and on conversing with them, they said they had never

they were afraid that they were in a decline.

Alter a Serles of Journeys, Introducing His ** System,” Establishing Agencies, and Selling
Patent Rights to His System of Practice, Thomson is agaln Disappointed In
Financlal Affairs.

This season I went to Eastport, and collected some money to pay my friend
I .

Rice: and thinking to make some profit, laid it out in fish, and sent it to Portland,

consigned to my friend Fickett. When I went there myself, sold the fish to him.
erwards made a settlement with him, and took his note for one hundred and

ctv-three dollars, which he agreed to pay Judge Rice; as he was going to Boston

in a short time, and ke would call on him at Portsmauth for that purpose. I then

ha atter, retu

ned to Portsme

ckett had not paid

went home to see my family, and in about six m

ge Rice, found to my s prise that Mr.

and on calling on ]

the »d, and there was no ¢

ey, that he had f e for me to get any thing

of him. So ain disappointed in my expe

tations of paying this demand,

and it appe that all my bard earnings would be sacrificed to pay the

expense of pe ; but my friend Rice was very indulgent: and instead of

complainis rits.

all he could to encourage me and L:!:l‘]l up my _-.|'|'

Mests a Disasler that ** Was Taken Advantage of by His Enemies.”

In 1814 returned to

rtsmouth, which place I made the principal depot of

my medicines; having previous to my returning from the Eastward, made ar-

igements with my agents to supply them, and all others who had purchased the

rights, with such medicine as they might want, by their applying to me for ther

I had laid in a large stock, the value of which I estimated to be about one thou-
cles that
absent, the

fire took place at Portsmouth, and all my stock of medicine was consumed

sand dollars. 1 went to Boston and Sale 10 procure some arti

be obtained elsewhe in order to complete my stock; when

pecuniary point of view, but it dis-

all my

t it out of my power to supply those who T knew

upon me for all a3 were most important in the practice.

The season was so far advanced that it was impossib

¢ to obtain a new recruit of
most of the articles; and I was obliged to collect a part of

had been sent

nt places, in order to be able to supply, in the best manner I could,

nild be called on

such demands for medicine, as I In doing this, T was

to great trouble and expense, and in order to make m

self whole, was under

the necessity of raising the price of the medicine fifty per cent.: this caused much

grumbling and complaint from the n

smbers of the societies in different places,

and was taken advantage of by my enemies to injure me all they could.

4 45
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Concerning Two Remedies and Further Trouble with Infringers on His Patented System
ol Medication.

ingt a few days, 1 wdria w

rermnained al a week, in which time I col cyprus bark,;

the name of piog

known there

constant sha

the

[~

mation to the people; and in all pl:

ely

directions, which had been clandestir ned and
to injure & by stopping the sale of righ

ing an advert
inst this imposition, which put a st
late them among

ame to

was under the necessity of putt ment in the papers, c

to their sale:

the people a

enemies to ci

people;

were taken "
some of my articles of me
pinger, &c. In 181

ine c

1 colds; 5 5 caye

niTy

another e

of my book of di

I ady

1 the copy m
2ol

tised 1t as before, and stopped i3

. and secur

ar

Iaumnitx

Marsh Rosemary Becomes Scarce, but Thomsaon finds that It Is ™ Too Cold and Binding."

In of the year 1815, I went
MOSEmAary,

use. T

prepared it for

Car I'iL'i:.

collecte

ollected

is the last timne

. think I shall make no more use of

.y S
articies as substitules,

good

for children in

icles become

Thomson Experlenced Much Trouble with Parsons Who Bought His ** System Rights.”” Ever
Ina Turmoll, He Decides at last that Whoever ** Purchases a Right for Himsell and
Family Is Entitled to All the Privileges.”

I formed those who

purchased the rights, into a socie

ts and m

licine: but this caused a

jittee, whom I au ized as agents to sell rig

<t of the members, who said I gave privileges to some more

1lCusy among the

than to others.
vileges, by allowi

I have formed four societies, and given them certain

s and medicine; |

them part of the profits on the sale of ri

v fun

as soon as there

Iways created uneasiness among the members

il I-iil"

Wias a

the ignorant and self would eall for their lends, as though i

stock, instead of feeling grateful for the adv: they enjoy by havi

diseases ¢

inds relieved from the alarming consequences of a

ed,

h a trifling expense. I have since altered my plan, and now have

disease, v

it for family

ho purchases a
Botanic Society, and 18 enti

but one society Every one w

tled to all the

nember of the Frien

comes 2
leges of a free intercourse w

each other, and to converse w one wh
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bought a "':g'!'L for instruction and assistance in sickr . as each one 12 boun

give his assistance, by advice or otherwise, when c: on by a member. In

15
<ot watieh wre rood ¢ i lone, and there ill be el re pood-will
way muci more EO0Dd  Can M QOne, and there wl D much more Bood-wl

towards each other, than where there is any money depending.

in the Deciine of Life, Disconsolate and Disappolnted at Men's Ingratitude, Thomson Con-
cludes to Appoint a ** Suitable Agent '’ to Care for his Business. He Selects Ellas
Smith.

After h

verance reduced it to practice; in a manner tl

vered a system, and by much Ik

ving dis

and constant perse-

had given general satisfaction

to all who had become acquainted with it, and having secured the same by patent,

in order that I might reap some benefit from my discovery, to support me in
my old age, having by a long series of attendance on the sick, both as

and nurse, become almost worn out, I came to the determination to apy

soame
suitable person, who would do justice to me and the cause, as a general agent, to
take the |

etice, and give the necessary information to those who should
purchase the rights, whi

would enable me to retire from practice and receive

a share of the profits as & reward for my long sufferings. After considerable

2

wuiry, I be 1e acquainted with Elias Smith, who was recommended s 2 man

whom I could confide,

il who was every way qua a suitable person
3 ¥ q I

to engage in the under g I found him in Boston, and in very poor circum-

stances: having been many years a public preacher, but in consequence of his

often cl

ferent pre in which

he had been unsucces WHS DOW W

out a society or any visible means of

nseir and ra

Iy engaged with

supporting He readi | to

and pror

do every thing in his power, to promote my interest and extend the usefulness of
my system of |1I'i!e'[fi'l'.

I sold him a family right in December, 1816, and was in his family during

the winter, for the purpose of instructing him in the practice, to qu v him to

upen the sick and give information to others, 1 put the utmost o

are

dence
in his honor, and spared no pains in communicating to him, without any reserve
whatever, all the knowledge 1 had gained by my experience, both by practice and
al instruction; under the expectation, that when he became sufficiently ac-

quainted with the system and practice, I should be rewarded for my trouble, by

VEl

his faithfully performing his duty towards me, according to his promise. I shall
mak

nark upon my being disappointed in all my expectations in rezard to

no re

Mr. Smith’s conduct, and the treatment I received from him after he had rained
a knowledge of the practice from me, to enable him to set up for himself: but shall
proceed to give a short aceount of what took place during my connection with him.

Comes now a Serles of Troubles In which Smith and Thomson Disagres, and, as usual,
Thomson Becomes an Enemy of His Friend.

In the winter of 1819, I went to Philadelphia, and previous to my going made

arrangements

th Mr. Smith to publish a new edition of my book of

i {.'I'[i[![]:-,:
we revised the former edition, and made such additions as we thought would be
neces

ry to give a complete and full description of my system, and the manner of
preparing and using the medicine; and I directed him to secure the copy-right ac-
cording to law. I left the whole care with him, to arrange the matter, and have
it printed. On my return to Boston in March, he had got it dene; but in a manner
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for he had left ou

factory to m
the remarks and dir
I asked him ti

the printer

Was 1

he said a

of the copy had got mislaid, and

e reason of

no idea the time, that he had

well. 1
phlet printed in 1

t he had prev

ad not done

but his subsequent

any desi

le of my system of practice, and turn ever) thing to his own advar

il my svElem was no sysiem : and

for he has since attempted to satisfy the public,

under his own

forward this very book, which was prin

irt of his proof, I was incapa

by him, as &

necessary ntormation i an

oW coveries, and of communicati

lizible manner to make my system of practice useful to those

e of the most essen

tions were to be verbal® and I had allowed him ten dolla

rights. It is a | known fact, that s

each, to

instructions to all those to whom he gold the r

Another circumstance that I have recently f

in design, to say the least of i

ited the

clerk,

parnphlet, and obtained a cer

prop ietor, and caused it to be

What hiz intentions were in

npt to explainy but leave the reader

Smith, now In Open Rebelllon, Publishes a Book that Conflicts with Thomson's Exclusive
Right to the ** System.”

In May, 1820, Mr. Smith col
formed

ri of me or my

they signed;

he wrote @ consti

trance, and were t and a h

promised ther s and
de

[-..1||_:_||_l_||_-'§|. and the .'\I!:'

and

appears [ have taken the lead of all those who had purchased the

TiSELL.

tributary to

irom the country and d that he

In November, 1 returned
fical we
book

sent, in the Her

knowles

t time, “p wals for publishing by

discovered by Sam

thole of the system and prac

rs to be five dollars.

n by patent. The price to subsc
|

at twenty

v one would |:|,.'|.-.'

mostly sto]

Thomson and Smith Now Separate.

I was now under tl

1€ IeCe
been done by Mr. |

deterr

fi

l.l!-il.'lt: esd

as related to my practice, with a o

ing disease, and the mani varing and

18
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b |:'_i-_'l.:: "Iil' |'r-'|'.' o s\ |-~|,'I'EE|1.'!-\ o |‘-r ten o
for 1

. \ 1
ertock to write the Proposdis

family. Nr. Smith v
off, 1 f

. all subscribers to

WETE ST he had said in them, by

ed to the lateer. I

v |
On and

his name with he said in order to get

he meant by p
id let them be

ers. I said no m istributed.
"hen I settled with him the last time, I asked him w he would charge me
he thought we were to write it

the press; he s

to prepare my manuscript for
Led him what made him think so; he said because his name was on

ther: 1

d this: but told him the reasons he had assigned

s with mine; I adimirtte

at mv consent or knowledge. He then intimated

name o it

was to be a partoer with me; I asked him what I ever had of

soveries. To this he made no

it to all my d
and we would agree upon a price afterwards. I
t tell withi

o i'li.'illL‘ him t© an

he would write

reply; but s

told him no: I must know his price first. He said he could 1
dollars. I then told him we would say no more about it. This
gether with his conduct in regard to the proposals, convinced me beyond all doubt,
| take s to himself. 1 felt
ook all my books and manuscripts from

conversation, o=

= whole bu

that his design was to destroy me,

unwilling 1o trost him any longer,
his house,
Thomson Enters Sult for Infringement of Patent, to find It “Improperly Mada Out.”

He continued to practise and prepare medicine, bidding me defiance. 1 made
several attempts to get an honorable settlement with him, without success. I em-

ployed three persons to go to him and offer to settle all our diffculties by leaving

them to a reference: but he refused to do any thing, continued to trespass, and

made use of every means to destroy my character by abusive and false reports con-
cerning my conduct, both in regard to my practice and private character. Finding
that I eould get no redress from him, I put an advertisement in the papers, giving
notice that 1 had deprived him of all authority as my agent; and cautioning the

public against receiving any medicine or information from him under any authority

of mine. He redoubled his diligence in trespassing, and prepared the medicine and

advertised it for sale under different names from what I had called it. 1 found
there was no other way for me to do, bat to appeal to the laws of my country for
justice, and brought an action against him for a trespass on my patent, to be tried
ar the Cireuit Court, at the October term, 1#21. The action was continued to May
term, when it was called up, and the Judge decided that the specifications in my

patent were improperly made out, not being sufficiently explicit to found my act

upen. In consequence of which I had to become non-suited, and swp all further

tinng and obtain a8 new

proceedings against him, till 1 could make out new specific

patent from the governmnet.

Closes the ** Narrative of the Life of Samuel Thomson " with a Bitter Complaint Concerning
Man's Ingratitude.

Mr. Smith has lately [1822] published a book in which he has given my system

of practice with directions for preparing and using the vegetable medicine secured

to me by patent, and my plan of treatment in curing disease as far as he knew it

In the whole of this work there 15 not one | 1le laid down or one idea suggested,

except what is taken from other authors, but what he has obtained from my written

or verbal instructions: and still he has the effron to publish it to the world as
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made soMme

If the title

of Mr. Thomson, the imperfect p

I have been o

been ipartant cri

which I have

establis

ed country may

E"{'l.{"-l' themselves from the

perfe

nse, as u‘t” ast

e who make use of

the em

they cause more disease than they ¢ which
pred to make a ¢
1f

VE recelved from n

as well as my

fFaithful state

Ve a IEJ_'I_"'\ interest. [ have e

and the trearme

snt of

i nece

[ hi i i hatantiated by
aof which can pe substantiabed DY

particy

now appeal to the public, and more particula by my

riez, for their aid and countenance, supporti

discove

aims to whatever

oachments, and securing to me my «

| am not f

am honorably justly entitled. While I assure them th

the dishonests

couraged or diverted from my &
] tfully

sh what my life has princips

1 ahj

th me: but sl persevere in all able and fair n

who

to been spent in fulfilling,

ADDITIONS IN THE SECOND EDITION. 1B25.

Proceeds to Take Legal Evidence with the Object of Preventing Infringement of His
““ Patent,”" which had been lssued Jansary 28th, 1823.

iled in my attempt to obtain

After having f:

10T Lrespass,

ed, I foun
1 op

1 before re

as has |

the univer

in order to me

When I obtained my

It Ws exiam

~d States; and it was s

torney Ger

gentlemen learned in the law, to

the p: was, that the compm

im

in set

ter the

the objections that had be
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more successful than the first, time must determine. Tt

VEget:

le powders, nerve powder, and t
ut my claim bevond doubt, I added at the end as follows,
he preparing and compounding the foregoing vegetable medicines, in manner

races the six numbers,
1

application of steam to

on; and to

n described, and the administering them to cure disease, as herein mentioned

rether with the use of steam to produce perspiration, I claim as my own inventior

My second patent is dated January 23, 1323

Enters Sult Agalnst Elias Smith for Commission Money Due on Patents, Wins His Suil, and
Rejolces in his Victory.

At the time I failed in my attempt ag Smith, in consequence of the

decision against the correctness of the specifications of my patent, as has been before
related, T had o number of notes for rights sold, among them were fwo against a

for him-

and one for his friend. During the pending of the trial, he took sides with

person, who had previously expressed great zeal in my cause, for a right

Smith: and after the decision, came to the conclusion, or, as 1 suppose, was told by
Smith, that the notes could not be collected by law, and refused to pay them. I did
not wish to put him to cost, and therefore let the business rest, in hopes he would
think better of it and pay me according to contract; but after waiting until the notes
F them in sait, and

were nearly outlawed, and he still refusing to pay, I put one o
the action was tried before the Boston Police Court. The defence set up was, that
the contract was \'|'-i|§I in CONSEqUEence of the failure of the patent ; and also that
[:".'.'IL' wWas no \'.'l.i.l.lﬂ r'?l.‘l'.‘"l":"l
The trial was before Mr.
the plaintiff, and Mr. Merrill, for the defendant. On this trial, as on all others

Justice Orne, and was managed h_\' Mr. Morse, for

in which T have been engaged, there seemed to be the same fixed prejudice a
me and my system of practice. The Judge took several days to make up his judg-
ment, and finally decided in my favor, giving me the full amount of my claim;
thus settling the principle, that obligations given for family rights were good in
law. This was the first time I have ever had a chance to prove the utility of my
Imed
preventied by some management of the court.

A writer has lately come forward and published a series of numbers in the
Boston Patriot, under the title of “Eclectic,” who appears well qualified, and seems
disposed to do me and my system of practice justice, by laying before the people a

cine and system of practice, before a court of law; having always before been

correct view of my case.

ADDITIONS IN THE THIRD EDITION. 1831.

Appolnts an Agent, John Locke, Who Turns Traltor and Unexpectedly Involves Thomson in
Morgan's Masonic Controversy.

In all this time, I had never thought or mistrusted that there was a plot laid

against me, either by him (Locke), my agent, or the committee, or with all combined,

ond year, which now seems but too obvious. Hav-

nor until about the end of the se

ing recently returned from the West, I was at Mr. Locke's house, and showed him a

newspaper which contained an account of the masonic outrage at Batavia. After

teading it, he flew into a great passion, and accosted me as though I had made the
story. I tried to argue the case with him; but in vain. He called me by as many
hard names as he could well think of, and occasionally, the words *lie,” and “fool,”

were in the compound.
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Another Agent, House, Now Refused to Pay his Commission.

TENGCT any

he he

whenever

oI ter

ncy! B

2l i | e+ »
wdred dollars, one of

which
raise M

| _..|-"Ii '|;.1I._-

attending to the p

for it.

in Ohio, and

seventy ks for family rip

way | iber of counte books, of David Roper ¢, of Creneva

I understood a me hundred, more or less. He went down into the ce

of the State, in the course of eighteen months sold a usand

wwth of ri

1 osed on the inhab

for seventy-h

some twenty-five, othe , and he ould

twel

one b for four rights. When he

me round again, he would borrow my book

n to another sef «
Il the

and leave the other, and sell my |

so continued until he had sold all mine, and nearly

1826, Horton Howard cause letter to be sent to me,

conduct, and requesting me (o come on to see

and, f l\-'uiﬂ;_' after Miles, I found his conduct to be as had been stated. I pub-

lished dbills, and otherwise showing that he had no z from

fone. I rev

5 age ang

pacihe

to those t

storing the family

besides this, 1 lost a E

Horton Howard, of Ohio, Prints Books, Sells Patenl Rights to Thomson's Traatment and
Keaps the Money, about $80,000,

In ] ¥ of the same year, I made Horton for the Western

country, to print my book, and in t a half vears, he

printed thousand and sold about ousand

assistan of his sub

and

tried at several different times to come to an honorable settlement with him,

its, amounting in all to about eighty thou

August, 1840, at which time he utterly refused to give me an

I then had but one alternative,

of chancery, or else take

t be was willing to give. I e the latter, by

s of what should have been cor

I sacrificed al SEVEL-

0 me.

his notes for four thousand d

, in two annual payments, two thousand «

each ye I revoked his agency in two days afte

1830, and ap-
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SAMUEL THOMSON

er agents in his stead, and took about two thousand copies of books,

eft them with my other agents,

Reform Medical Collage Started in New York City and Another in Worthington, Ohio.” This
Themson conslders ** Villainous."

CLOFS W |‘I.I |

But the dernier resort of the to get my practice into their

nent, if possibl Finding that I should suecee

r their own m
: practice, certain
e, in New Y

kniowle

hands, and ur

ividuals of t have set up what they call a

have adopted my practice as far as

the

k, wher

who had bought the right of me,

ve them instruction. And finding that

and would forfen their w honor to g

ned wery fast at the West, they have es ished a branch
I saw Dr. Steel
d to him by Mr. §

nt of said college. 1

the Bo ice
of their reformed l."!l“E'_L'{" in Worthington, O

ent of that Institution, T ¥

t winter, who

1 18 introduc nher

¥, 2 T

18 the Pres

of the Senate, and Dr. Steel was introduced to as Pres

i

en from Thomson, in

asked him if he was President of reform which was stol

MNew York. This seemed to 1 dumb on the subject. At the same place,

a few evenings after, T was rocuced to one of the practitioners under this reform,
d and was educated at the college in New Yeork, and was one of the
at Waorth ks in the

e in New York. He said he |

I asked him if he ever saw any of my

| accidentally seem one there. 1 replied, then

dentally confess ths ‘e studied in that college. 1 asked

lia. He said they did, I then named the cavenne,

them all

whether thev used the lobe

jatic drops, bavberry and nerve powders. He confessed they 1

o

in my books, 1 am, theref

in anner and form, as I had laid down

from them, their Institution would not be worth

k

my medicine were take

that

een too mean for such di

one cent. But, to have bought the right, would have

aries: but, to steal it from a guack, was, perhaps, in their estimation, much more

|
b Ll 0 hears any of the doctors speak of those col

wonorable ! Every honest man w

bation, o

leges with apy t to upbraid them with these

Sums Up and Closes His Narrative by Consoling Himsell in that the Result of his Trials and
Persecutlons has bean & Blessing to Humanily. Relatas that He Has a Stock of
Golden Seal and Madagascar Cayenne, and calls Altention to the Gross Adultera-
tions in Commercial or ** American Cayenne."

Thus T have given a few prominent items, though but a small proportion of

my experience, sufferings, perplexities and difficulties, since the second edition of

work was published. But much of that which operated to my disadvant

as an
individual, served to extend the knowledge and practice of the system. This gives
me consolation in the midst of all my trials; and considering the Botanical practice

as being now well establiched, I think it is for me to retire from the field of contest

and war with either learned ignorance or legal opposition.
1 have collected about three hundred weight of the golden seal the vear past,
1

of cavenne from the island of Madagascar: ne:

and a larg ly three to

I have =ent to ithern States nearly twenty barrels, floured, v
help in the agues of

And here it is

ch is a great

ions are |a|':;c'r§.-i<:|1 o what

Ecle

"The
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e t0 heal

b .
! It appears

e e the United States, to

my : the R i

my Books containing a Narrat

to all and things e

during absen the s

E. G. House and John Locke, are hereby

TO THE PUBLIC.
T Subseriber ving been appointed Agent for Dr. SAMUE
above stated, all letters intended for the Doctor, may be addres
or Subseri the Doctor's |
| of course into the hands of the
1 Books containing the System of | for sa
nd who will af b-agents, the advice and consent of t
when, wherever 't be thou Necessary, will also keep the Medi
cine for s wl as low as it can be bought of the Patentee, ar
the public are ased to give, will be
servant,
ENEELAND
I w1 ¢ an anecdote, wl 1Y
taking my first we asked some
bout one hundred weight of honey,

all vour honey? . .

such a fool as to have given it all

I'he mext fall T took up bees,
t ten dollars. This I thought better than - *

course of the fall, T was in company

vour bees?

“NFes" was the answ

hbors to eat

”:; rep

My answer

thes
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weht of ; wl

I replied, “You sarned me a lessom, wl
all = , N |

at least half of the time, I cannot live.,” The conc

g theretore, uni

When

aind when I kept it, T was a /&

my hor 8 a fool
Ilamah

a min be

.:\il'i‘ 'i":

ns the world, if he means to escape censure, he must observe a proper

a hog and a fool, in the estimation of his neighbors,

as honey, he must not keep all,
1

any thing which to them will be as swe
n of Thomson's philosophy.

general survey of the calamities of the world. The
condition of o great portion of mankind iz truly deplorable, and has been ever
since the healing art was lo il

to be used as medicine; and since poison miner

plants and herbs of the field and forest ceased

als of the rankest dve were substi-
tuted in their stead by Paracelsus, who in consequence was called a hater of man-
Al { because it

burnt up

the tartrite of ar

f. Dr. Robinson says, “Paracelsus e
1e stomach and lungs like hell fire” If this expression be true, I think
ind. TIn additic
physic dealer and hater of mankind, comes Sydenham, who introduced bleeding to

inst the life and

to this

it sufficient to prove the truth of his being a hater of man

disease. These two plagues being ned in matrimony,

health of mankind, I think, have caused the greatest plagues that ever infested the

ter Sydenham introduced bleeding into the practice

earth. The writer says that

of physic, in the space of one hundred years, “more died with the lancet alone,

perished by war in that time,"'—[ A specimen of Thomson's ¢ ion of

than all t}
‘Fashionable Medicine” and its effects.]




WHO DISCOVERED AND INTRODUCED

LOBELIA?

M. D., Professor of th

0
Caml rEity,
I'homsc Crus
The ard of plain-spoken Samuel Thomson, his a *XPOSUTES
of the evil results of orthodox medication, his persistent attacks

who practiced medicine “by
ning it all so potent at that date to the people at

tessic

mendous rebellion :

unfriendly to

gonists, nor were they
ted Dr. Manasseh Cutler,

the scholarly Professor Th

i i L it R
has been shown, testified in his be

M. D., of Yale, believed in kindly

American remedies instead of the vicious heroics that authoritatively then

revailed.

In this direction

celebrated Professor Benjamin Waterl
| Practice of Medi i

and plea

M. D., Professor of the Theory a

credit be given him both for his efforts and for

v of presenting this side of the question I:iil':__\'. W

a few letters -I.‘} Dr. 1i"-'.'i.il.'T|Il:JII.x'(' T|‘..’it L‘-!'ll!_‘-g';'h are ".1'. reterence cor

therewith. In addit they have a historical bearing on the question of

!-|iI"|

”\"r-ilull li.-‘-l'“‘.'\:'.- :. '.l."ll E.'l.1|'IIL|i_I\".'I.i :f-‘i'-;'!i.;. -[l!ll:‘:":' !

the subject of which Dr. Waterhouse d to Thomson's

credit,

To the Editor of the Boston Courier:

ave lately read, with considerable interest and some surprise, a little volume
I

of nearly zoo pages, ative of the Life and Medical Discoveries of

account of his System of Prac , and manner of

table Medici

Thomson, containing

g Diseases with Ve % upon a Plan entirely Ne to which

ed his New Guide to Health, containing the principles upon wh

ch the sy

nded.

o mv

" He narrates his medical discoveries,

together f curing dises

upon a plan con-

an ac

iis new system is four
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jon of human k

Ivation

tion. With these ideas d promulg

read the narrative of Samuel Thomson, and soom perceived that he was a man of

ent disposition ; I then he ac-

good capacity, persevering temper, and benevo

E
ments, first on himself, an

quired his knowle of the hitherto unknown virtues of certain plants by experi-

n on those about him. In » course of twenty or

thirty vears, he arranged his experimental knowledge into a system, as did the

father of physic before him, however imperfect; and, having done this to the best

of his power, (for he had no literary ed

he published the result of his

ation, )

for 1t idge of them ;

experience, labor and thoughts to the wor

g to the world, but di

Auto Biograp able speci

tonal man, or a i||1_.li|‘:!,| p:n'ti';:m: before

to the writer himself, especially if a profes
he can gain credit for one honorable motive, every sinister object that can be imag-
ined will be laid to his acecount. Who, among his competitors, will exercise that

h they require of him in re

ating it? N

impartiality on hearing his story, whic Crow

minded jealousy will pervert everything. We may allow for a little hip

in controversy with rivals—very few physicians or divines are free from it;
if Samuel Thomson, in the narrative of his life, has not turned aside from facts,

he has been unjustly treated, and, in some instances, most cruelly persecuted. He
has g

and witnesses, in a

lges, sheriffs, jailors

en names, dates, places and events, and spoken of j

‘le g0 plain as to exclude equivocation; and the same of a

noted preacher. If what he said of them be false, he ought to be expos

H and

hed: if true, he merits protect

. His discoveries, are valuable or

'|1',||1|i|‘|'\. P

ful, or a

benefit: his wr

insignificant; his practices, a nuisance or

of lies and calumi

i his Patent, honorable, or a disgrace to our government; and

it 15 not beneath the d

wpher, to Elllilli'l'l

er

an, divine, or phik

ity of any physic

+ and pur-

the truth of a series of experiments published with so much cor

porting to be for the benefit of mankind.

B

I have no doubt that Samuel Thomson has added a wery valuable ar

again and again relieved the sick where others

the Materia Medica, and that he

n all that I can recollect, I am induced to believe that he is not

have failed. Frn

an avaricious man, but one who is more flattered by success in relieving the sick

than in receiving their money. This at least, entitles him to a fair and patient
It is possible he may have deceived himself, but it does not appear that

§
|

||L:.Ii'i!_

he has | nself out like a conjurer, to deceive others. If this man has devoted

ter part of his life to the relief of his fellow-men, his labors ¢
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experience. There was a sect among the ancients w the appellation
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y for being an enemy to
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vou as a Reformer, and to vou full eredit, and, in this wew, I have

3 considered you as standing on higher wind than Paracelsus, who was

110 149

As to the point of vour originality, T will sum it up in as few words as 1 can—

I regard you as a Tree, the root and trunk, of the Lobelia and wapor bath system

ite limbs vour immediate ents, and its leaves and fruit, the purchasers
all deri

thig, I have performed

conjoine

heir value from the Tree of knowledge;
eful , and I may add, to all

ghts and privileges

and, having s

around me, and remain, and hope ever to remain,

Your steady friend,
BENTJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

Dr. Thomson was indicted before Chief Justice Parsons, for poisoning with
lob
without being put upon his defence. Here the a
l!

calculated to mjure Dr. Thomson, and reflect discredit upon his system; and this

lia, but the charge was of so frivolous a character that he was discharged
r should have rested; but Judge

sons, to gratify a malicious disposition, made out a garbled report of the case,

report has now grown imo a precedent, and is cited by the old faculty to prove

that the Thomsonian remedies are pernici It was not known for many years

that Parsons wag the author of thig report—no one suspecting him of such an act

of haseness—but it was ultimately discovered by Col. House who addressed a letter

to Mr. Tyng on the subject, and received the following answer, which is now in the

possession of Dr. Waterhouse:

Caml re, 11th Dee., 1835,

. House, the copy of it, vizi—

I have found the letter of C

.\'ru‘|\-|=_|'\'pr-|'|, 17th October, 1825,
Yo

Al | have to inf

rs of vesterday came to hand by this morning's mail. In answer to

your rm vou, that the late Chief Justice Parsons compiled the

report of the case of the Commonwealth vs. Thomson, and handed it to me, pre-
cisely im the words published, soon after the term of the court at which the case

was tri

“Your ob't. servant,
“DUDLEY A. TYNG.

“E. G. Hou

The origi

e, Exq., Boston,'

1 is at your service, whenever you shall find it needful.

Were the case mine, (as much as I lament this lawsuit,) 1 should insist on your

adverse lawyer to define Quackery—call on him to explain etymologically the

n |\f 1]1r_- \.\ﬂl'il_——iﬁ}i.‘[ on ||i- drn.-\.\-

derivation and ori g the line where quackery

ends, the proud science begins. Let your attorney tell his opponent that if Samuel

Thomson was a quack, Hippocrates and all the Greek P

all the Jewish ones also:

sicians were quacks, and

| every Roman physician, not only through the entire

Roman republic, but down throu
of Ck
of letters of Italy. Prior to 1400 there were no regular schools of anatomy, and
the science of chemistry was unknown, until the Arabians brought the medicina

all the Roman emperors, and all the first apes

istianity, and down through all the dark a and still long after the revival

chemistry into use. The art and prac

e of physic was the result of experience, and

n
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es of this indigenous plant, 1 not

But the discovery of the medicinal qua
the sole merit or felicity of Samuel Thomson. His vapor-bath process, to which
the Lobelia iz the Prodromos, I:ﬂ|'. in |a|i‘li1'| T:.1I§:]5.~i.|1_ file-leader, or fore-runner,)
ig, taken together, a very valuable improvement in our practice, if conducted by
persons as experienced and as sagacious as the Patriarch Thomson.

In England, Parliament would probably have purchased the procedure by a
liberal grant. In France, at least under the old regime, the King would have
bought it. But we, wister than any of them, have only tried to pick it to pieces.
Still 1 consider uable anchor, the emblem of Hope, to which is attached a
firm cable, that numbers have been trying in vain to pick to oakum; but which
will, T trust, be like the strongly twisted cord that binds our happy States together,

it a va

acquiring strength by age.
To weigh Patriarch Thomson in the scales of the regular phy
be as unjust as for them to be weighed by his steel-yards. They practice on

1an would

different principles, feelings and views—each honest in his respective path of art
and nature. They both will come out in the same road at last, and travel on
together to the Temple of honor and profit.

Samuel Thomson, like most reformers, has endured in our county of Essex
as much severe persecution as ever was perpetrated in it; which is saying a
great deal, when we call to mind the days of the delusion of Witcheraft. Though
capitally indicted for murder by using Lobelia, he was discharged without a
trial, after something like a reprimand of the Solicitor-General by the Court. Yet
it is remarkable that Chief-Justice Parsons deemed 1t worth while to write the
report of it in the VI Vol. of Tyng's collections.

I feel diffident and doubtful whether I have gaid too much or too little on a
subject that will increase in importance with time. Reformers—originators, and
exterminators of loathsome and shocking diseases, are always considered as bene-
factors of the whole human race—not merely those who are living, but of those

who shall live after us, as long as letters and other records shall endure.
BEN]. WATERHOUSE.

Letter to Samuel L. Mitchell, M. D., L.L, D., of the city of New York:

Cambridge, Dec. 19th, 1825.

My Dear Sir:—Dr. Samuel Thomson, who has the honor of introducing the
valuable Lobelia into use, and fully proved its efficacy and safety, will deliver you
this. He has cursd and relieved many disorders which others could not, without
being a rrj_.:u|.'lr ,[',p],1;|1;|1]23{j physician, and dared to be a republican in a hot bed
of federalism: for which he has been shamefully ill-treated, even to persecution.

I have aided and assisted Thomson from a firm belief that his novel practice
has been beneficial to numbers, and that it may be placed among IMProvements,
If he be a quack, he is a quack suf generis, for he proclaims his mode and means.—
Had John Hunter, whom I knew well, been born and bred where Samuel Thomson
was, he would have been just such another man, and had §. T. been thrown into
the same society and associations as J. H. he would, in my opinion, have been
his equal, with probably a wider range of thought; both are men of talents and
originality of thought.

I am, indeed, so disgusted with learned quackery, that I take some interest
in honest, humane and strong-minded empiricism; for it has done more for our
| the umiversities since the times of

art, in all ages and in all countries, than a

5 b1
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e Was ogant, vain and profligate,

opium into the Materia Medica; but

and after living the life of a vagabond, died a confirmed sot. He studied mystery,

his knowledge in terms of his own invention, so as to keep his

and wrapped up

knowledge confined to himself and a few chosen followers. The very reverse of
Thomson, who forms numberless cures, and makes no secret of the means. The

cant phrase of “QOuack” belongs to the learned Paracelsus; but not to the mystery-

hating Thomson, who considers mystery and roguery offsprings of the same

father—the man of sin—the old father of lies and deception. I1f Thomson be a

or a cheat of a new and singular class,
BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

¢k, he is a quack suf gene

['he follow letter was written just before Dr. Thomson went to

Woashington to obtain his |

4 !3;11_['(‘.: 3

Samuel Thomson, Botanic Practitioner of Medicine,
Cambridge, March 26th, 1836,

T

Dear Sir:—In answer to vour last letter, T would remark, that I continue to
receive, from diverse quarters of our country, anxious inquiries with regard to my
opinion of you, and your practice: to which I have uniformly said, that, as far
as 1 know, you were the first person who discovered the remarkable medicinal
virtues of the Lobelia inflata, even before you knew its systematic name, and ealled
it the emetic weed: and that in consequence of the evidence adduced of its value,

as a medicine, you obtained a patent for it, when the Hon. John Quincy Adams

. in which you were aided by the late Dr. Mitchell, and

was Secretary

I then you have spread its value through a great part of the
United States,

a great degree silenced wvour

sider your le'l:l:.l‘.',‘: to its exhibi-

I have as little hesitation in saving, that I cc

tion the vapor bath, as a matter of no small importance, when carefully conducted

by persons of sound judgment, and competent experience. I have entire confi-
the safety of the lobelia, and in the whole process, when conducted by

rch of the science, Samuel Thomson himself; for the practice is so far
] b

dence
the p

ling one, that I consider it in a class of Herculean remedies.

coveries in the vegetable king

from being a t

I wish the re ar physician had a better Hpi:liun of the Thomsonian dis-

m, and that the empiric practitioners had a better

opinion of the regular or scientific physician. The conduet of Hippocrates is a
bright example for both. Experience must be enlightened by reason and theory
built upon close and accurate observation. The happy union of the two will form
the consummate phys + while the desire of gain, and the ambition of celebrity,

may injurt both. You, my benevolent :ﬁl'l have lived long enough in the world

to be convinced how slowly beneficial discoveries are received and patronized, by
the people, when they think that fame and fortune are the predominant motives
of the discoverer.

Should it happen, that in vour business at Washington, this letter should fall
under the eve of that great and good man, Hon, John Quincy Adams, he will,

at once, :'ecn;_'lsi?:: the hand-writing of his old friend and correspondent.
BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.

The foregoing letters and the friendship of many other talented
men, neither allayed the antagonism that existed between Thomson and
the Regular Medical Profession, nor prevented ignorant and ill-advised
63
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wople from abusing therapeutic privileges and opportunities. In the
G

of Thomson, men and women, including statesmen, clergymen and schol:

throughout America, repelled by the horr

ors of regular medication, but yet
ignorant both of diseases and of the action of remedies, proclaimed them-
ht. The

selves qualified to practice medicine by Thomson's Patent Ri

fanaticism and audacity of inexperience possessed them, but yet,

demanded that legalized persecution of the sick be circumvented. Among
these Thomsonian enthusiasts was one whose trial became of National
consequence ; second only was it to that of his leader, Samuel Thomson
and as such needs be made a part of this record. From it we produce
enough of the salient features, to clearly indicate not only its lezal phases
but to supply additional evidence concerning the rebellion of the people
who had now by reason of the cruelty and viciousness of authoritative
medicine, become aggressive protesters against the methods of the medical
profession of America. This trial was celebrated as “The Trial of Dr.
Frost.”




TRIAL OF DR. FROST,

BEFORE THE COURT OF SESSIONS

FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK,

FOR MANSLAUGHTER,

ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN COMMITTED ON TIBERIUS G. FRENCH
BY THE ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN

THOMSONIAN REMEDIES. g

TO WHICH ARE ADDED THE SPEECHES OF
JOHN A. MORRILL AND DAVID PAUL BROWN, ESQRS.

FOR THE DEFENSE.
WITH AN APPENDIX,

Containing comments on the testimony, a history of the disgraceful conduct of the med-
ical faculty during the trial, an afidavit exhibiting the baseness of Dr, Cheeseman:
affidavits proving that one of the jurors was resolved upon the conviction of
Dr, Frost, regardless of his oath or the evidence; a list of persons who died
under treatment by the medical faculty: certificates of cures by the
Thomsonian Treatment; letters of the Celebrated Professor
Waterhouse of the Thomsonian System; and other
matter of interest and importance,

PHILADELPHIA :
PUBLISHED BY A COMMITTEE OF THOMSONIANS.
1838,







THE TRIAL OF DR. FROST

In the height of Dr. Samuel Thomson's fame, came the “Trial of
Dr. R. K. Frost,” of New York, who, in 1837, was arrested for murdering
Tiberius G. French by means of a Thomsonian course in Lo
Dr. Frost conducted an infirmary in Howard Street, New York,

velia.

to which French was taken for treatment. His death, the arrest of Dr.
Frost, and the subsequent trial, made a tremendous sensation in both
professional and lay circles throughout the entire country, Excitement
ran high, engendering bitterness and vituperation second only to that
bred by the celebrated Masonic Morgan incident. s trial occupied
three full days in which an exceptional array of experts testified for and
. ¢ the celebrated Dr. Wooster Beach,
the founder of Eclecticism, and antagonist of ‘Thomson, but yet a strenuous

ainst the accused, among these bei

opponent of the methods of the “Regulars.”

An account of this trial, reported in full, in 1838, was published in
pamphlet form by “A Committee of Thomsonians.” It is very rare,
but one copy existing to our knowledge, this being bound in “The Lobelia
Advocate,” a serial publication by Rev. John Rose, Baltimore, 1838 and
18309, of which also, no other than the Lloyd Library volume is known
to us.

The aforesaid pamphlet, “Trial of Dr. Frost,” together with com-
ments, covers 104 pages. (See title-page, page 635.)

The quaint, almost grotesque indictment against Dr. Frost, is as
follows:

City and County of New York, ss.

The jurors of the people of the state of New York, in and for the city and
county of New York, on their oaths present that Richard K. Frost of the said
city, not having the fear of God before his eyes, but moved and instigated by the
devil, on the tenth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and thirty-seven, at the city and county aforesaid, with force and arms
in and upon one Tiberius G. French, in the grace of God and the said people,
then and there being feloniou and willfully did make an assault and feloniously
and willfully did then and there administer vmto and cause to be received by the
L.
s clyster, which said clyster before that time,

said Tiberius G, French into the body and bowels of him, the said Tiber
French, a certain noxious and injur
to wit: on the d

and year aforesaid at the city aforesaid, had been prepared
of various noxious and injlll'iuus and 11Jl1;.l.‘|’:rn‘.|-. i:l;_-'r.;-li ts, that is to say of
cayenne pepper and lobelia, by the said Richard K. Frost, and that he, the said

Richard K. Frost did then and there feloniously and willfully administer unto the
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gaid Tiberius G. French

and upon the breast
the =aid T 1
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ne

Tiberius G. French, he the said Tiberius G, French then and there died. And s

jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesazid, do say and present that the said

iim the said
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1 willf

Richard
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the said people then and there being feloniously, wickedly willtully

assault and did then and there f 1011

administer unto and cause or procure

y, wickedly and w

e swallowed by him, the said T
1

G. French aforesaid, a certain tincture, sion, decoction or tea of the poison
also
s G.

berius G. |

noxious and deleterious drug or herb aforesaid, called lobelia, and
¥

ister or cause and procure to he admini d unto the said Tiber

aforesaid, and did cause or procure to be sw wed by the said Ti

ills, composed of noxious, deleter

pills the noxious and poisonous

part and parcel, together with of
and ingredients unknown, by means of the taking of which said pills and ftincture,
decoction, infusion or tea aforesaid, into the stomach and bowels of the said
k and them and there died.

¢ aforesaid do say that the said
by the means aforesaid by him,

lfully and wickedly

Tiberius G. French, became mortally
And so the jurors aforesaicd upon their o

an

Richard K. Frost in manner and form s

d
¥
f

the eaid Tiberiug G. French did then and there felo

kill contrary to the form of the statut
the people of the state of New York 2

¥, Wi

in such case and prm‘i:l:'l.!-. and aj

their d

The introduction of the trial and opening for the prosecution was
as follows:

tri

This extraordinary in which the medical faculty were arrayed against
the Thomsonians, commenced before the Cou of Sessions, for the city and
county of New York, on Wednesday, December 13, 18:

Present, Recorder Riker, and Aldermen Acker and T

Counsel for the prosecution, Mr. Phenix, District Att

For the accused, John A. Morrill, Esq., of New York, and David Paul Brown,
Esq., of Philadelphia.

The Court opened at 12 o'clock, and after the usual preliminaries, (the reading
of the indictment excepted,) the following jury was empannelled:

lor.

ney, and Mr. Griffin.

John Jackson, Jozeph Wildey,
John D. Mevers, James E. Wood,
Smith Ihl:min'r'_, Nathaniel Mead,
Abel Price, Mahlon Chichester,
Samuel Van Saun, Charles B. Mease,
John Roshore, Samuel M'Clintock.

Mr. Phenix proceeded to open the cause for the prosecution. He spoke of it
as one of wital importance to the community. He said that the accused stood
indicted for the crime of manslaughter—that he had been complained of for
taking away the life of Tiberius G. French, a very promising and valuable young
sease—that the accused had no medical
and operation of remedial
agents—that he had wofully the deceased by giving |
deleterious herbs which no reasonable man would administer to a dog—that he
had put him into a vapour bath and administered poisonous concoctions of lobelia,
together with pills and clysters—that the deceased had died in five daye after he
put himself under the treatment of Dr. Frost—that he felt it his duty to urge a
conviction of manslau

man, who was not greatly afflicted with d

education, and was entirely ignorant of the
abused the cor

m

zhter, in order that an example h be made of the accused.
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my brother the following day, (Friday,) at 50
again at

er Was 1n the

ven
P a1
v, (Saturday) a |

next before dark

company with Dr. Davids: my broth

M) '.\.ilf‘:'L' e vapor

administ of T

I; he complair , had fever, and vomited much

day. Drs. Frost and Davids were present; my brother had taken a e
say what particular medicir

was taken. Dr. Frost said that |

metic, whic

1 vomited powerfully. Dr. Frost said the

ich he could break up in a day or two. He

told us also he had given the

ich he had previously given me an explana-

deceased a “course of medicipe” of wl
1 st given; patient is then

ion tea is

put into & s

tion. In a course, compos I

411

bath; composition tea is administered in the 1 1e; patient is kept in the

ten or fifteen minutes, after which the shower is adn tered. Dr. F

this was the usual treatment in all diseases.

Recorder. Dropsy, Consumption and all?
Witness

Recorde

I believe so.
What is this lobelia?
We'll come to t

t by and by.

I asked my

if he had taken any n taken

BDmMe o was I:tl"|:.|‘:l_( I |‘--*||'1||\i.,

tea—i

believed he had taken two pails full. On bre
in the back room sli delirious. 1 left at
ed for by Dr. Davids: I fe

complained of co ation of the

oclock I was i

MONYELE,

was deliric

Dr. Davids urged the propriety of taking a cathartic:

Frost never

artics; he was

if the bowels ¥y ned that he could

ere once «

stop the « ation

reason ﬂ'ﬁ.]iil.‘l C rtics was tl at he

given

jections: lob and

were in the inject

in another room; didn't see

jections were given within four or five hours.

until four o'clock on

morning; went '\['-g'uj

Dr. Frost

said it we

etween eight and r

Ei¥én an

Sunday and another on Mon sald on Monday he

given a powerful dose. "Tuess

n on the previous eve
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idence in the Thomsonian system; I wished him to say whether he lach

e

confidence himself, and I would call a regular physician. Dr. Frost

my timidity. My brother was better on Monday morning; on Monday evenin
he was in great agony; Dr. Frost said that he had given a powerful dose of
lobelia, and ascribed the symptoms to the emetic. I left the patient at about
ee or four in the morning, and saw him again at about

or ten o'clock: he
he wris

in fever and delirious: 1 thought he knew me at times;

keep away from him, and accused me of being the cause of his v ]

y evening; thought I

ardered all medicines to be discontinued; this was on Sunc

ion to throw off the dizease; thought the system was

would trust to his constit
depleting; Dr. Frost said it was strenghtening. 1 went to my office at four o'alock
and urned at dusk: found deceased had been bleeding at the nose; ice had been
put around him to prevent the bleeding; we had him put into another bed; bed

vanged and he was put back; I proposed to send for a regular

WETE C
n; told F
went for Dr. Cheeseman about nine o'clock in the ev

t the patient was dying, Frost s there was no danger;

ng: Dr. Frost wished me

to inform Dr. Cheeseman that he was under the influence of lobelia. My brother

was a remarkably healthy voung man, the wery picture of health.

Dr. Frost and Dr. Roleston took turns in giving the medicine; [ was in the

the sick room; the last thing given by Dr. Frost was
i.l

house when he died, not

ten o'clock

-ompesition tea, given I think on the morning of his death; he di

on Tuesday night.
Among the witnesses was the aforenamed Dr. Wooster Beach, whose

ment of

testimony, in view of his reputation as a reformer and yet ¢

Thomson and his connection with Eclecticism 1s very imy It 1s

as follows:

Dr. Wooster Beach, sworn. I am a physician, have practised about twenty
years in New York, on what is termed the reformed system; have studied the
ordinary practise; have a diploma as a regular physician; have practised on the
reformed system exclusively; 1 know lobelia; and bave written a work on med-

ine, in which I have mentioned the plant; there are three species of lobelia;
lobelia inflata, lobelia syphilitica, and lobelia cardinalis; the lobelia inflata grows

al

ut two feet high, and bears |'|L11.I! blue Aowers: the leaves are small; it does not

resemble flax, as has been stated by another witness; don't recollect the fower

of the lobelia cardinalis, never used it nor the syphilitica; the lobelia inflata is
the only kind I have uvsed; it acts as an emetic and strong stimulant; I usually

combine it with other articles: I give from half a drachm to a drachm, with an

its

equal gquantity of ipecacuanha; have given one hundred and twenty
pure state, in the course of an hour, with a very favorable effect; it is a good
remedy in the incipient Stage of fever, and perhaps in the progress of fever, if
judiciously used; never used it in cholera: it might be used in cholera with
remedies almost exc

internally I administer vegetable sively; I never

advant
use minerals: have used lobelia from the commencement of my practice, and never

knew it to produce injurious results; have known it to be prostrating when used
alone, and for that reason combine it with other articles; have no particular

knowledge of Dr. Frost; have some knowledge of the Thomsonian tise, but

have never adopted it; cayenne is a pure stimulant, it is used with benefit as a

gargle in putrid sore throat; beth root is an innocent astringent, a tablespoonful

71
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know of no

in itself;

Cross-examined,

luced ; he from

antites t

=z nat been

the same amount o

anha in an 1 of eupat

Sary every If hour: this combin n was to render the

lobelia not so certain

oper I have sometimes found
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ister medicine. It is immaterial how knowledge is acquired, provided it be in
possession. Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish between diseases in their incipient

stages; during this time we treat them on general principles. In my own praec-

tice, I first a ain the disease before I administer remedies. 1 formerly bled for

pleurisy, but have not of late years. My system is the reformed system. The

indications of cure are the same as with the old faculty: I administer innocent

't use salts; it enters into one of my

remedies in every progress of disease; d
combinations, but is rarely used; I make use of the alkalies, carbonate of potash, and
bicarbonate of :1:||ag:]1_ [;hl.::”l\ termed salaeratus; Ill.e:_\' can !*I.'Gl'l.'{“l_'-’ be classed with
minerals. Saratoga water may be beneficial in some cases; have not been in the
habit of using them; the principles of the reformed system are similar to those

ral poisons

of the regular or old school system, except that in the former, all min

are excluded.

Ta Mr. Brown. It is difficult to distinguish between fevers at their com-

mencement; when we don't know what type the fever will assume, we treat

on general principles; purgatives and emetics are equally applicable in the com-
mencement. I use a vepetable caustic to remove tumors. My remedies are active
but do not destroy the system. The vegetable kingdom contains all the necessary
remedial agents; and I only wish mankind would get their eyes open to the dif-
ference between the vegetable and mineral practice. (Great applause.)

In the course of the trnial, the question of whether Lobelia is a poison
arose, Lhe evidence of Pardon Lapham is of interest because of the
heraic dose of lobelia that “did not kill.”

Cross-examined. Have followed the Thomsonian practice about ten wears
for a livelihood. Got my information by buying a book. Have a knowledge of
diseases as laid down by Dr. Thomson. We give cayenne as a stimulant, and
lobelia as a sumulant. We give them both together because the action of the
lobelia is like a fire kindled up with shavings, which soon gmoes out unless there
is something to back it up; cayenne is administered for this purpose.

Recorder. How much lobelia would it take to kill 2 man?

Witness. I said that I had given a half a pound, and that it did not kill.

Then came the charge of the Judge, who closed his lengthy address
to the jury in the following words:

You must, gentlemen, do the prisoner justice. Weigh every
fact that makes in his favor—weigh also all that makes against him.
If you have good and sound doubts that he did not shorten the life
of young French, you must acquit him. If on the other hand you
believe that he did, vou must find him guilty, whatever be the con-
sequences to him or to others.

You owe much to society for the faithful discharge of your high
and important functions in this cause—you owe much to the pris-
oner. You owe it to the whole community, your country and your
God, that you deliberate carefully and decide justly on the guilt or
innocence of the prisoner, Pursue common sense as your guide,

i3

. T
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gentlemen, and render such a verdict as will justify you to the pris-
oner, to your own conscience, your country, and your God.
Give way, gentlemen, to nothing but a love of justice—retire to

the jury room and interchange your sentiments in an amicable

ner, hear one another with calmness, weigh everything carefully,

submit everythi to a test of common sense, and render such a

B

verdict as in your conscience you believe to be just and right!

Finally, after four hours' deliberation, the jury returned to the Court

TR, {
€raict ol,—

GUILTY OF MANSLAUGHTER IN THE FOURTH DE-
GREE, accompanied with a recommendation of the accused to
MErcy.

Mr, Morrill moved an arrest of judgment on the ground that the
accused had never been arraigned, nor the indictment read to him.

Mr. Phenix said that there was a statute for the cure of all such
lities, and that the legality of the proceedings could not be
guestioned.

Mr. Morrill replied that he had other grounds for his motion of
arrest, but what he had stated, he deemed sufficient for the present.

The Court replied that the motion should receive due consider
ation at the ensuing term, and, meanwhile, the PRISONER MIGHT
GO AT LIBERTY UNTIL A DECISION WAS MADE.

The Recorder THEN THANEKED THE JURY FOR THEIR
£ VERDICT, AND SAID THAT IT WAS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE LAW, AND RECEIVED THE UNANIMOUS AP-
FROBATION OF THE COURT!

inform

a . :
his most famous trial

interest in ear
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THE THOMSONIAN REMEDIES, TREATMENT OF
DISEASE, AND THE FAMOUS THOMSONIAN
*“COURSE OF MEDICATION”

to exclude all poisons, in which list lobelia was not by them included.

That ¢ 1 ( i
I'heir remedies, therefore, exc

uded such energetics as podophyllum, san-

guinaria, rhus, etc., whic

1 became important agents with Beach and his

followers, the Eclee

mineral salts
these substances were conservatively employed in Ec-
lecticism. These facts |

s.  Whilst the Thomsonians rejecte

and the inor

ive not been generally understood, many phy-

SIC

15 and others, who should know better, méintaining that Eclectics
used only botanical remedies.

In order that the Thomsonian Materia Medi v be authorita-
tively recorded in our Bulletin, we reproduce from The Lobelia Advaca

4 comp

828, an editorial comme subject, followed by

son and his f

lowers, which also is

; S ShiE
terms employed in the original.

THOMSONIAN MATERIA MEDICA.

wholly erron

i notions have heretofore e

, and still do,
‘ rd to the articles used by Thomsonian p
titioners as remedial agents, both as regar

ext with re

ds their medicinal properties and

number used.

It is believed I
who are wholly
nian M; us and poisonous
that Thomsonian practitioners use but one or two articles in all.
articles are given in all cases, wl

nest, well-meaning individuals, (those, of course,

wrant of iomsonianism,) that the articles used in the

ria Medica, are of the most deleter

Thomse

and that the

itever may be the form of
steam, cayenne, and lobelia, constitute the Materia Medica of the Thomsonian
system of medical practice, and that they are very dangerous, and neither of
them can be used without great dan

disease: that

to the patient. Now we do not CEensure
folks who thus believe and talk, because we belicve they do it ignorantly, vet
do most sincerely pity their ignorance and credulity, for believin
foolish st

we
g the vague and
es of those who are prejudiced and interested, for we |
as an indisputable truth, that none but the ignorant,

ay it down
(that is, ignorant of Thom-
eonizm,) interested and prejudiced, ever speak against the Botanic practice, and
alking thus ignorantly and
ree following declarations, wiz: 1st. Thomsanian

iry practice of medicine a greater number of distinct

for the especial benefit of such as are in the habit of ¢
foolishly, we shall make the ¢

15 use in their ordin
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separate substances, than the mineralites do ad. phy ans

a gn MiXtures

course of

use

number of simples, thar » mineralites

emedial a

Thomson

r recommended by Dr. San

in his Medica, or used e who bear his

a parti ne or

laws of

does mnot
the di
» reports, and downright lies of the ene
And

for themselves as to the facts i

ase and resfore the |"ﬁ|i!'||f—'

order that the public may be ens

matter, and see who 1s

cipal articles (that is, plants,} used by the Botanic

list of all- the
one and all, to examine

M. D.s not excepted) shall I

and we earnestly solicit the publ

as 5000 as any person, (“scientific’

any poison or narcotic in the list, we shall thank them to infe

decidedly, and without fear of contrs

covery, for we say

Je psed by Dr. MS0N Of

( Common) (Tech:
I. Inflata
2. Cavenne Capsicum Annum
3. Bayberry Myrica Cernifera
4. Pond Lily Nymphia Odorata
5. Hemlock Ahbies
6. Sumach Rhus Glabrum

Witch Hazel H amis
8. Sweet Briar

nelis Vi

g. Poplar
10. Squaw Weed
rr. Balm
12. Barberry
13. Peach Kernels

14. Bitter Root
15. Ohio Kercuma Frasera Verti
6. Yel
17. Cherry Kernels

ow Root

18, Valeri

19. Myrrh

2o0. C(xinger

21. Black FPepper Piper Migrium
22, Camphor Camphora
23. ‘Turpentine ithinae

24. Peppermnt

5. Spear Mint
26, Summer Savory Saturciae H
¥

27. Pennyroyal Teder

.  Hoearhound
I

CCamp
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THE THOMSONIAN REMEDIES, TREATMENT OF DIS-
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SAMUEL THOMSON

The Thomsonian Treatment and “Courses of Medicine" may perhaps

!,‘.uf’. no morc i||I||!"JE

atively shown than by a verbatim reproduction of that
section in “"The Thomsonian Materia Medica, h_'.' Samuel Thomson,
thirteenth edition:

RULES TO BE OBSERVED BY THE PRACTITIONER,
IN THE TREATMENT OF DISEASE.

nent of an attack of the dizease, the first thing to be brought

treated, and

1. At the commence

le, and how should it

to mind should be, what has caused the attic
how remove

g Wi

The “ways and means' «

should ever he a

that all
1 the de-
lity;

the T

2. One ciples

directly or indirec

ISCS OT

by the ahsence of

ranged st

which excess of lation

port
want of

igement in the ins of sense, and a proportior

with the apparatus, by which the bowels become constipated, and

jations of are much obstructed, for wa

isite action

m in the fAuids, and the consequent order att a state

the loss of

been

angement havi

lent absence of heat at the lower extre an excess al

the

tern, or to establish order where ut disorder, is what wish.

To restore warmth to the feet and reduce the pressure upon the brain, by correcting

n, and removi abstruct fram the sto

stion, pro

bowels, and thei proper mode to effect this object.

man eourse of medi-

4. The best method yet dis is a thorough Tl |

cine, when properly administere which creates a healthy circulating medium in
the lower extremities, equal with that of the head, and thus produces order and
regularity both in body and mind.

'.'~.|L'1I"-:! with a pracutioner snoul

5. The first k be to understand the prin-

ciples or cause of the ¢

or loss of

heat; and _-l,'L‘(|||-\||_\' the proper

course of treatment to

to order by restoring the witality,

or heat, by the loss of which the whole man has become seased,

danger in any where

6. There is no

hands set are 5 15 the surest test by whic

] u
1er or well. Or a lar respira-

Ir.".lll:l-l'

tion will indicate the same state of the as well ‘as a regular pulse.

DIRECTIONS FOR

Thr i

B the systent,

teent mto ¥ as can be borne,

er temperal DETS]

Ims of i miay
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wstance afferded, fur-

through a long dreary winter by the support this vegetable s

we deny that these people were nourished

nished by illiterate sas

this valuable plant, because they «

corn, and becavse it was formished h}' those illiterate savages; who knew not the

not know that it was Indian

and supported by

i

meaning of a diploma and had no knowledge of the Greek or Latin languages?

Impossible!! The virtues and nutriment were in the corn, and the true science
the knowledge of it. In this respect the savages were
ng their boasted knowl-

in the matter was in havin
and the pilgr
edge in other respects. Give us more p
and less speculation. To remove the infirmities of our fellow

scientif ims were the gquacks, notwithstanc

ctical knowledge and less theorizing;

more of true scie
men, give us more innocent vegetable substances and less poisons. Then shall we
oice over the bounties of Providence, in filling the soil with innocent

be led to

remedies that the poor ring sons of humanity may there find an antidote for

every bodily ilL

. COURSES OF MEDICINE. No. 1.

First—To prepare for the course, let the patient take a dose of composition, or

bath and put his feet into hot water; raise

No. 6, in herb , hot, then go into t
the heat of the bath to about 100 or 1o deg. Fahrenheit. After a lively perspira-

tion starts, and the veins have become full upon the feet, hands and temples, and
s ]

the pulse much quickened, say 1o 95 or 100 per minute, take a quart cup of cold

it that of the surrounding
atmosphere; then open the door of the feet taken out of the
pail, and pour your water over the head and shoulders, completely drenching the

water and add hot water to it until its temperature is

s il

hath, and have th

tient step out of the bath
thy action

whole surface of the body and limbs. Then let the pa

and be rubbed with a coarse napkin or towel. The indi s of a he:
on the extremities a lively aj in the flesh through-
out the system. Now let the patient go into a warm bed, with a hot stone, brick

now are, full

jug of hot water at his feet.
—T ake two ounces of No. 3, or canker tea, and put it in a quart bowl,

SECON
and pour upon it one pint of boiling water; let it steep about ten minutes, strain

off t
of

spoonful of No. 6;

iree gills, and when hot add two teaspoonsful of brown emetic, one teaspoonful
renne, one teaspoonful of nerve powder, and if it is a ;:Il'.'rid case, one table-
I ¥ ¥

sweeten it with molasses or sugar. Pour off a wineglass full of

this compound, and give it to the patient as soon as he is in bed, and then let half
an injection. Let two or three wineglasses

a pint of the same compound be given a

more be given with about half a teaspoonful of emetic in each, at intervals of fifteen

does not operate sufficiently. While under the operation

that given h
of the course, let the patient drink freely of a tea m:

minutes,

fe of spearmint, peppermint,

avory, and also of milk porridge or crust coffee, which will

nme
rate the body.

from three to six hours the patient will generally be through

pennyro

[1-'Il,:|_i'«-i| and i!l\'l_

he stomach settled: then let him take a second bathing precisely
et him stay in ten or Afteen mi
with the tempered water on coming out. Let the su

nutes, rememberin r to shower

of the body be rubbed
thoroug and then apply to it some cold whiskey and water, to completely close

n dress and wash his hands and face in eold

: \ ) y
witer, an e stomach and bowels have been thor cleansed, he will

'
feel compl
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DEATH OF SAMUEL THOMSON

sick,

And fever c
To dri

the cold away.”

S0Ime 1

thing and practice anot

Advocate o

renowned prohibition orator, who had been critics for
A | ||1|..I
uel Thomson. Fana
Course of Me

1re |Il'.':l11.l.

s "Do as I 5ay, not can not

iﬂ |'Ii"\ CHUSE, Al .':Il"',lli

msonian

| that the course implie

"ho

sed from iking of lobelia, enemas, and the rec

ly par

nized 'l

homsonian syrups, teas, etc. Indeed, Sept

ordered a full “course of medicine,” although he knew full

earthly end was near. Heroically he fo
morning of October 4, 1843, came the ending of it all.
ot

I'his Bulletin would be incomplete without a description of the

INtEresting persor - We :-.l.'l'nr-|:|L_"._\ reproduce from the
Botanico-Medical Recor of Mr, Natha
5. M illness

days of t

-, November, 1843, the

opon, of Boston, who cared for Thomson in

[From the Thomson

Mr. Editor: Having been requeste s of Dr. Samuel

v the friends

Thomson to give an accomnt of his last sickness

ceived duri

public who are favorable to his s

z that sickness, and th

g report

may also feel interested the subject, I have written the foll

sent you for publication in the Manual:

SICKNESS AND DEATH OF SAMUEL THOMSON.

For the last three of four years Doctor Thomson had been in the enjoyment of

health for a man of his age: and ale vh subject to attacks of diarrhoea,

still, by a careful

ention to himself, he soon checked its progress and restored |

vs by his own d

health; and by his own medicines, and aly irections. His

from what it had been for the

for the last year had not materially wv:

. until the first of A

above stated

the relax

until the 26th of September; as he had been so accustom

himself when this o

and of having his own way of treati

g : : S
nothing t of it, until he expressed his fears th

out much longer, wil a more thoro

astringent nature were then prepared by
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days—during which time he had administered to him six enemas. On Friday, Sep-
v observed

tember 22, he observed that he must have a course of medicine. — My w
that it was near night, he had better take some canker tea, then, and take the
emetic in the morning, to which he assented ; the tea when taken vomited himm.
Saturday morning, Sept. 23, he got up and dressed himself as usual, went into
the vard: he was told that he ought not to go oat; he 1'&‘[1“'!?\' that the air was
ild not hurt him. He soon returned to his room, and

clear and bracing, and wre

ordered an emetic of tincture of lobelia, in vegetable jelly; which was got, and
b

took part of it, sitting by the fire, which made him

in the absence of the nurse
sick—awhen the nurse returned she told him that he had done that which he had

and

g the emetic when exposed to the a
advised him to go to bed; he replied he would if someone would help him un-
dress—he was never known to ask to be helped in undressi
, and had steaming stopes put to his

cautioned others against doing, by takir

r before. He had a

stimulating enema—and was assisted to bec

and feer, and he then ordered more emetic mixed, but when offered him he

back
lelaved 34 of an hour before ta

selia in vegetable jelly, and a tumbler of canker tea; he drank pretty freely of

! g it.  His emetic was prepared of tincture of

It
|\p|r.n"rn_1_'|| tea, I5l'\'|'|'il|_l'|l", Le., and threw up a L.'H’L‘['I' 1'|I.'I:II'I|.I1I'.' of cold j‘]'-

rm, than
n taking a course. His course operated well, and he was

was usual for him to w

washed with spirit and rubbed with flannel, and put into a clean bed. He appeared

cheerful and joked freely; through the night he drank often of composition tea and

|:'|r1||ixi|_“"r.
Sunday morning, Sept. 24, he got up and eat a light breakfast, sat by the fire,

3

and as he appeared dull, he was asked how he felt, after his course? He replied

he felt as refreshed as a boy who had been whipped; he then laid down,
and on being a
he said, no, the lobelia did not do justice, that it seemed to raise a load from the
h fell back heavy like a lump of lead. He was asked if
he did
thing stronger than the cough syrup, with a little lobelia to raise the phlegm grad-
ually. He then ordered enemas of slippery elm, nerve powder, a small gquantity
of cayvenne and milk, all scalded together. He was asked why he ordered them
and replied that they were to strengthen him, for his throat was so

i il : Z
cked if he thought the emetic did not operate well the day before;

sbOmm

i part way, w

t wish for any-

he would have another emetic on Monday. He s

in that way
he could mot swallow: this to be continued until he was restored; seeming

sore that
to express some doubt that he should ever recover. Soon fell asleep, and then slept
an hour, when he awoke, took some chicken broth and appeared more comfortable.
He said that his bowels felt much relieved, and that his disease was principally
in the gland of his throat. He then took a short ride, the weather being clear, and
returned in good spirits and sat “up until after tea: he was watched with, and

during the night he drank freely of composition tea, and porridge, but rested
vering. He got up and took some

gz we thought him re

quietly, and in the morni

ast, and wished to go out, but on being advised not to, he concluded it was

bre

| took an enema prepared as before, he soon went to bed, had steaming

ar
his feet, and as he complained of severe pain at the stomach, No. 6, with

SLONES

He w

'=||-; W BT, _'|j|\| _\'.'.cl_-:(‘r.{--|| were |.'.i'~{"|, '-'\l:i-_'ll SO0M :L‘lil’\.‘._'lj

il when

salead wliz
AEREC WIS

¢, but refused, :

urged to take an emeti

he did not take an emetic, he replied, time and simple medi

the afternoon, he wished to get up and be shaved, which was done—and on at-

wut help: he was asked w

tempting to go to bed again, he could not wi he

could not walk bewer? and replied that his rupture—which he had been troubled
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SAMUEL THOMSON

nngE: he sand, ok widl rather die at home.
s death be had e clisg trment in ling some: busi

apprehensive that he had lost : le sum of v. which

preat perplexity and worriment to him, and no doubt tended to f

1 ) x o
eaken m Respectfully vours,

n, October 26, 1833 NATH'L 8§ MAGOON.




Drugs and Medicines of North Americs

This publication was instituted as a Quarterly, in 1884, by
J. U. and C. G. Lloyd. It considered the medicinal plants of
North America, until June, 1887, when, for want of time, the
editors were forced to discontinue it. Among the drugs pre-
sented therein, Hydrastis Canadensis (1884), was reproduced
as the Bulletin of The Lloyd Library, No. 10, whilst Lobelia
becomes a feature of the present Bulletin, (No. 11). This
portion is paged (64 to 106), according to the folios of the orig-

inal publication.
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CONCERNING LOBELIA

Lobelia. Our work would be but partly accomplished did we not
present something concerning the drug lobelia, with which the pame of
Thomsen is so intimately connected. We therefore, from Drugs and
Mz of "\-r,.",'.l'.l America, l!}. _T. U. and E._-‘. G. i.

Diecember, 1886, present verl

oyd, September and

tim 5"\‘-'||'L'-i“||"i trom "lll' article on lobelin,

erences and much wvaluable in

carries, in foot notes, many ref
ion concerning 1 homson, the Thomsonian remedies, and the his-

tory of lobelia outside of 1ts use Ilf. Thomson and his .]in.;'i|\i|-.u_ W

no effort is made in any » the statements contained therein,

to the present time,
remarks concerning the

or to review the subject from 1f

that he may, with propriety, 1 a few oen

subject.

Lobelia, as wn by the article to follow, was L‘H'IL‘-'{-:--:':E in

betore

date of Samuel Thomson, but not in amount sufficier
- - 2 =

Irom G I NOmeon a

s the man who discovered and

nd Med Narth Amer-

iced the d

[December,

lobeline, described by us (

y, withi

in Drugs : ines, by reason of these facts,

caloid or of any of its salts was discontinued.
70-78, J":'-"H;_f.' and Medi

vestigated. Its position

1es, needs, in our opinion,

to be 1as not, to our knowledge, been

determmined, and whether it be a fatty acid, a stearoptene, or a conerete

f lohe

has, our opinion, been but super-

he recent inve

in a hypodermic direction, leaves the subject of lobelia,
sense, no liess '-,!'.u.-:uu at this dat
century ago, Samuel Thomson. Lobelia is one
of the most promis and most fruicful of the American drugs, and,

" 1 i s 5 . .
dalts Wihno KEnow II"'.'. O usc 1t 1n :ll"-»'.'.i'-". It s One
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LOBELIA.*

INDIAN TOBACCO.

ParTs UsEp.—The dried flowering plant and the seeds of Lobelia inflata,

Linnaus.

Natural Order Campanulacea, Tribe Lobeliewe.

A small flowerir

inflata, (oatur

ng from this (63

' The
=11 E

Boranical DEescriprion.—Lobelia is an annual herb
growing in dry fields and pasture grounds and wood-

land pastures. In dry sunny places it attains a height

of a few inches to a foot or two, the usual height in
pasture lands being about a foot. In shady, rich soil,
however, it is more luxuriant, growing two or three
feet and becoming more slender and fewer branched.
The plant flowers in August continuing until frost into
September. When the time to flower arrives, each
plant begins to bloom, no matter what its height or
size. Often plants will be found in bloom only an inch
or two high, and only bearing three or four small leaves
and as many terminal flowers. Our figure 126 repre-
sents such a plant.

The roots of Lobelia are few and fibrous., The stem

is erect, green, round,
striate and covered
with sparse white
hairs, that are beauti-
ful objects undera mi
croscope. Each stem
that attains the usual
size is branched about
the middle with sev-
eralascending branch-

es, axillary from the

leaves, and ending

1:'."L:]1 in. a Flnkﬂ: Of Magnified 1 of the stem showing
flowers. The branch- branched hairs,
es are always much shorter than the main stem,

The leaves are alternate, mostly sessile, or the lower
short stalked, and slightly decurrent down the stem;
they are obvate or oblong, usually an inch to two long
and half as wide, varying smaller till they merge on the
upper part of the stem into flower bracts; they arecof a

el

eonforms 16 that of the original article in * Drugs and Medicinesof North America.”

65
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I'_fln' green color, ci.n“'v}‘ on both sides and soft to the touch. The ve

numerous, projecting below the le in the upper side of it

he margin is erosely blunt-toothed, the teeth tipped with

white tips.

The flowers appear in the first to open axill
which become successively smaller, passing into the br:

1OWeEr

inconspis

1ous being o1

of an inch long. They are bou

short, erect peduncies about the

equal, erect teeth, w

15 the corolla. The corolla is

blue color ; the
-'5]"“'. the entire

\ flower of Lobelia inflata, [(enlarged , & chnaracteristic

of all the species of Lobel

narrow lobes, the lower of

flexed segments. The stamens are five and cohering to

gether, both flament and anther, around the |

rolla tube and shightly proje
the split in this tube. The pistil consists of a two-celled, inferior

ovary, containing numerous minute ovules attached to the larpe

central spongy placentas, and complet

> Ovary when in

flower. The styvle is enclosed in the tube formed by the stamens,

and ends in a small two-lob

The fruit-pod is a pect
It is al :

ta quarter of

an inch lo

pressed lateral
the cell opposite the stem being lon
the base than the inside cell.
characteristic of the fruit.*

prominently ten wveined le

iate, net veins.

numerous, interr

he five persistent linear ¢

pods are nearly than

half the length of the pod; the sides are very thin and easily compressed,

The pod is very much inflated, (whence the it, ) and ded

two-lobed,

ngthwise into two

- -



LOBELIA. b

comparatively large, spongy placenta, which is densely covered with the numer-

ous minute seeds. The description and illustration of the seeds are given in
our description of the drug.

Common Namies.—The drug is now known to the drug trade as Lobelia or
Indian Tobacco.

A number of names have been applied to the plant, mostly in old works.
The earliest hotanists did not use a common name for it. Aiton, (1810,) calls
it Bladder Pod, and this name with Inflated Lobelia and Bladder Pod Lobelia,
are the natural translations of the specific name, hence, the ones used at first
by botanists

From its taste which resembles tobacco the plant began to be known as
Wild Tobacco to the people, and this name was used in Eaton's first Manual of
Jotany, and carried through all the successive editions. From Wild Tobacco it
is quite natural that it should acquire the name Indian Tobacco, as it would be
1-:'-;5'.'.11:|_'<3 a tobacco that was wild would be used by the Indians. Asa matter
of fact, however, we have no record that the Indians ever made use of the
plant in the manner of a tobacco. Dr. Carver, who spent a greater part of his
life among Indian tribes, and, who wrote a list of the various economic plants
used by them, docs not mention the plant. Indian tobacco began to be applied
about 1814, (Biglow,) but did not come into genecral use, outside of medicine,

until adopted in the botanical class books; first, by Beck, 1833; then Woed,

1845, and Gray, 1848. At the present time it is the enly commeon name ap-
plied to the plant, either in medicine or botany.

On the introduction of the plant to medicine a new series of common names,
denoting its properties were originated.

Thomson and Cutler, who first brought the plant to general attention, called
it Emetic weed, and from this name Puke weed, Vomit weed, and Gag root,
have been suggested and used.

We find the name Asthma weed applied by a few writers, and in very old
works, Eye-bright. In our article on the medical history will be found further

remarks in connection with this subject.

CAL

the strocture of the flowers and fruig, |

v number of sections, considered distine

us have all milky juice, a f

and hve

genus agrees with the family in the

a and the arent ovary; with the tribe Cichoraceme

sepments cohering together in one piece; with the
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tribe I

voluc

- -
£ known to our b 5, beea
s large section of , CORRIBLNE Tl
ate corollas S
s to th ion
Sty nouve fium plantes, A isteu, Annals
ptical Flora of N 2, Asa Gr
ays on this 5 Tooaexr il
statein this
=, any one wi
el (M s de arly
was born in 1538 at L ince i 4
r mear z
me he was phy i E,
1
.

styled himsell {on one of his




LOBELIA. 67

JOTANICAL HISTORY. ata 15 not known, bhut

l'he original collector of Lobelia in

ntly sent to Europe ear mention we can find

5 (1737)® in his

it was evide t century. The first
of it is by Lir

it was evide

L%

of the plants in the gnre
y in cultivation at that time. It is probable that Tournefort alse refers to 1
o n not say ith certai 1Ly,

ce of Linnwus'y “Species Plantarum® (1753,) the plant was specifi

adjectives, Linnseus it Lo 1 inflatn from the

s retained to the present day with the sir

imber of de

ch name it

nflated seed-pods

synonym of Rapuntium in

given to it by Miller, but used by no one else.

Description oF THE DruG.—In commerce two products of the plant are
found, the entire dried herb and the dried seed. The former only is officinal,
but the seed is a distinct article of trade, and very largely used.¥|

Lobelia Hert.—Asfound in commerce this drug consists of the stems, leaves,
and inflated capsules of Lobelia inflata. Usually the plant is gathered after the
lower leaves have changed to brown and often the seeds have fallen from the
lower capsules, which are then also brown. The plant is cut 4_:!Tju5|_- above the

ground and the lower portion of the stem is generally devoid of leaves even in

the carefully selected recent drug. Sometimes the plant has been known to ap-
pear so abundantly over an old field as to permit of its being mown with a
scythe,®* then the drug consists of straight, few branched stalks, from six to
twenty-four inches long. If culled from moist situations along the banks of
streams, the plants are more robust, branched and bushy.

Farmers often gather little lots of lobelia and then the entire plant is sold,
Root and herb collectors on the contrary understand that the seed commands a

fleshy « : seed,  Plumier’s plate shows guite

fruit is very different, b

plainly the nature of the fru would ex genns Lobelia.

Inth

it was given, to a family to which it had

arden and dried col

i Amsterdam in Hal at the time of Linamwus. He

z in this direct undance of means he estal-

circumstances, and recognizing his
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better

and sell the seed ['hus it happe tg
ia herb of commei | of seeds, and is i1 | L
een color, e ‘
T adulter 1
B - 4
1
i is a [
ML ea v det ed, and 1 0 i
so small and mostly rare that vould
e drug | in kngglan
ome writers assert that the root of L belia inflata I'h
first made by confusing Lobelia s) it this plant |
..l: (1] { i !'_ { ! 1
&I 1 1 15 P .
L n al rid al ) Lo ;
" - " ¢
i up inh 1w the dust of a porti
of the plar Aldl
sensation on the ton

fauces ['he mul v

luble condition of the <

.Ll!.“'-.'l'\'

we know to be familiar
i Seed. —1 olor
of minute, almost MICroscoplid e1
1

in leng by 1-240 of a

ing at the ends, and



of the plant
by the Thomson

demand 1n e American l|L'L:;1' market, and, exten

by E«

s of the seed are more uniform and 1

lectic physicians who msider t the prepara-

1an those of

i

» herb. Qur experignce 1s to the same eflect.

T B H - @ hictis P . L=vi i3t 5 1
No adulterations or sophistications are known to us, al-

and capsules are

through fine enough seives.

B e
clean lobelia seed.

f the seed is a characteris

m. It would be

L« |;'r._'?:.- y

stitute I_i'_:- S cd of other spec = Lobelia E':'.'EI

and g

1 | R Rt
YV € madc a Care

mparison under a micr

1 and Lobelia inflata and were unable to note

CRINET.

We are not aware that the substitution is ever made by collectors, but it

ith profit to them as the Lobelia syphilitica produces seed in

could be done

nd is a commeon plant and easily collecte

abundance 1.

Fortunately, however, the plants are so «
b

fferent in all appearances that ig-
t

he substitution is

| similar and

norant collectors have no idea that they are at :
not suggested to them.

Microsc

i, C. Heflebower, M. D.)—Transverse and I itudinal sections of the

by Ro

stem of the plant show first the epiden e ite xxxv. and fig, 136
followi ) This consists of a single lay cells, and supy ir

found the surface of the stem. Beneath this layer are several

of ce 132 and 136,) mostly oval upon transverse, an

are notall clos

section. The cells of

I

upon longitud

imated, but there is a small space existing between some of them,

are intimately joined. The latter is usually the case.
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Lying to the inner side of these outermost

strata- is the parenchyma of this portion, (p.

ﬁgm'-;:ﬁ 132 and I_3G.} It consists of numer-

ous cells, elliptical in outline, arranged in from

five to seven layers around the entire stem. In

appear irregularin form,

this irregularity being caused by pressure from

many places these cel

adjoining cells.

The woody structure of the pl figures

132 and 136) is comparatively thick, and forms

distinct medullary rays and interspaces.

&
o
]
7

Towards the pith, at the center of the stem,

are the different vessels of the plant, the lactifer-

ous tubes (e figures 132 and [35} and the

trachem. The structure at this portion is com-
plicated, but the trachez are easily seen, They
consist chicﬂ_\' of spiral and annular vessels, the

LA F TN
PSS LT

markings of which are very beautiful. Some

Tram
= & H par
lactiferous tubes are of the articulated variety, tra

ljilting of the cell walls is also present. The

==
By yn =

g RE LA
W BT L

and by means of branches extending from one
longitudinal tube to another, form a reticulated

anastomosis.
The pith, (4. figures 132 and 136, ) situated

at the center of the stem, consists of a mass of

loosely arranged cellular tissue, formed of num-
erous elongated cells, which, by transverse sec
tion, give an oval, a polygonal or a round out
line.

There are alsoother epidermal structur
sides those already mentioned. These

es be-

are the

hairs found upon both the stemand the leaf, the
ement of the

stomata of the leaf and the arran

epidermal cells around such hairs and stomata.

The hairsupon the stem are simple and com-

pound. The simple hairs project directly from
the epidermis of the stem, and are unicellular
o a base or
attached portion, and an apex or free pc

The compound hairs (see fig. 127, page 63)

1 BT e T -
of an elongated conical shape, havi

om which ]II"'J;LZL.'.. several

by a single trunk, fr

. branches. These branches resemble the simple wa,
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-
FiG, 132. ; o
3 Fic. 135,
: Tl TN Sy A S s S
Transverse section of the stem of Lobelia inflata,—~a, epidermis; # Transverse section of a leaf of Lobelin inflatn i—e, « uticle: 7, opi-
parcnchyma; 4, woady portion, containing -'"""‘"”d"!l'_ rays; o dermal cells; g, parenchyma. [Magnified 300 dinmeters.)
trachex and lectifercus tubes: o, pith, (Magnified 108 l!lamc'lcu.j
- i

Fic. 133. F1G. 134,

Upper surface of  leal of Lobelia inflata:—i, unicellular hair; s, Lower surface of a leaf of Lobelin inflatai—#, epidermal cells; s,
subsidiary cells at base of hair; £ chlorephyll granules; », epider. stomata: &, hair #, subsidiary cells at base of hair, [(Magnified 3o0

mal ~ells, [Magnified 108 diameteors. diameters.

LOBELIA.

MICRQSCOPIC DRAWING OF
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The epidermes of both surfaces of the leal present cells bounded by n

- cells of the upper surface (see ngure

1d hair structures. 1

regular outlines :

er, and their than those of the under surface. The

walls thicker,

133) are

same is also true of the hairs of this surface.® The under surface (see hg. 134)

in connection with the simple epidermal hairs and c NUIEerous

1ape, and con-

(sce . fig. 134.) Each stoma is widely elliptical
- or longitudinal slit, and the guard or stomatal cells which bound
Qutside of the

are several epid-

H'l“":'l‘ll!‘.]i::'l‘l:::
subsidiary cells of

by a

transverse section of a
lia inflata (see fg:
the epidermis of

-¢ beneath the cuti

the 11;=1':._-|!l'Eu}'n'::L-J‘.I:1

= between the two ef

» cells of the paren

layers.
¢

chyma are filled to a greater or

less extent |‘.: i'{\i;:]ll]};l:'-'l,l.-
;_:l__l.'.'llZ‘iJ:-'-

The pollen grains are ovoidal

in form

1d resemble a wheat grain, having a longitudinal slit on one side divid-

1l halves.

ing the grain into lates

CONSTITUENTS.— Lo/ .—The characteristic principle of Lobelia inflata is

w1 acrid, irritating alkaloid, that pervades all parts of the plant; most casily ob-

tained from the seed. Itis known as lobeline.

ble acid. If freed while

It exists in dombination with an unimportant veg
in contact with other constituents of the plant the alkaloid decomposes in a

short time. If heat is applied to an aqueous solution of the natural constitu-

£
Cars. |

ents, this decomposition occurs rapidly and the alkaloid ¢

.d even to an alcoholic tincture accomplishes the rapid destruction

Heat applit
of the alkaloid.
In a recent experiment whereby we evaporated in a close still the alcoholic

¥ |J:-‘.||f||.=' of Lobelia seed, and extracted the residue with acid-

tincture of f
he mber 1 ned 1 is from the latter being more

They used bue little |

r literatire we

d seed

,they wisely prefers
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ulated water, |1?’l\.'i-|‘.;,';' E'J{';__‘:ltlfu'll to add the acid to the alcohol, mi of the

lobeline perished. In another experiment, by an oversight, heat was applied to

an aqueous solution of the alkaloid, while it was associat

ted with other con-

stituents of the plant and the alkaloid entirely disappeared. ¥

F Lol w=—Frof. 5. Cohoun, 1834, m

it as follows :

Prof. Wm. Procter,
first creditable chemi
ed the presence of a v

{exp. toand 11,)% whicl

asa yel-
low, oily Ii le doubt but

that the lol W

Reinsch, 1843,® stance
W. B
and added li
ig's proc
Mayer, 18

ick, 1851, npted o

ything theret

55 Tor making |

i in co

15 of the Me Volat

the action of lol I

g itw

1 s known at that day. In our opinion
lobeline is not & member of the cla

lled the liguid in presence of charcoal

washed the charcoa

| which yielded warty tufts, slighily

soluble in water, bre olorm and ether. He gave it

the name fod we find it

the alkaloid lobeline.
W. D, I ] » I872.[ll found that u
became insoluble in water and ref
Mr. W, H. D. Lewis, 137

ation of preceeding

went 8 change whereby it

of the alteration was undecided.

rested a

t vellow color, but evidently

exists in the plant in con 1 with lobel fixed to this salt

trre, b

'VEr 1T may be,




LOBELTA.

atter alkaloid presented striated prism tly performed

WEre evid

quantities from which possibly he failed to se imp s

Résumé.—Thus although much time and attention have been given to the lobelia

constituents, the res ftom satisfactory. In our of

|_'.':'.i~.:|':|' of the su
Ikaloid,

a strong man, but we have

sCL 15 et

Cure.  Wwe

ve followed the various processes wbiained the acrid

colorless, 1 one

its solution immediately vomitin

e pure alkaloid or a salt « tained crystals from the

and [or some time werg Lhe correspor

1 us 1o elimins

£ (recent) examinations enalile the crystalline material enti

+ that others may

were for a while «

celved 15 e

ous product,® That

esent we shall simply call this ine substance

been misled is possible,

» led to make this introduaction | - arring o the preparation of | ne,

FPrepar Lobeline, the n powdered lobelia seed, by means of henzi
dry the residu ith a mixture of acetic acid o art, alcohol 3
iinge parts, o i st with a menstruum made of acetic acid J

1 1 when cold, add wa h to mal

one part, alcohol twenty parts. sorate the liqgu

thin s 1 extract the al m it by me ether, add

be decanted, ex

alkaline reaction. The ethereal liquid is then to

preyio lated with acetic acid to excess. The

has be

fre

ry layer is cooled,

her to which ammeonia is again cautiou

.'.I'.li. | \l:']l &

filtered extracte

It has been supposed to contain eafly the alkeloid, but, in addition

there in. i
If this e
which turns yellow and even brown uj

1 i5 evaporated, a colorless

srenl solutic

Lssy |

er remains, of a strong odor, and
-iduls

on exposure. It is partly soluble ina ted water,? yield-

ed impurities. It dissolves in alcohol, i
le. b

id) an amor-

ing the alkaloid, mixed with various amounts of the assoc

chloroform, and carbon disul

ether t only incompletely in benz

with acids (excepting acetic s

If the ethere
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e. If this
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took to be salis of & ¢, even drawing fig. 138 under the impre

4

crystalline layer be extracted with carbon disulj

hide, | the crystals Lli.m]

remains. I now, the residuoe {a salt of lobe

becomes odorless from escape of the volatile oil.  Then, it w dissolve in water, especially i

rhily acid, - filtration can be extracted colorless ¢

as we now believe pure, by sulphuric

ether in connection with a slight excess of ammonia, *®

Propertics of Lobeline.—Lobeline is alkaline in reaction, colorless, odorless, solul in alcohol,

oform, ether, i benzol, carbon disulphide, and somewhat soluble in water. We have not suc-

= crystals that we obt
ily under the infly

cure in its closs

tion as this now is

oa body that 15 50 ol

ffes 1% eni monopolized, Hence, we relucianily select & of a bet
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amounts, Magne tirely decomp
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shile in water.
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it Is true,
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dition a CESEN

This is a mistake.

Plants states that lobeline is insolul
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nd hgure

138, was drawn under

the

These crystals with varving
conditions assume difterent lorms, and

ENCE, We Were more easily I'ni:.!e_--l when

1 severil acids.

e af fnj
in thin layers the

FAPOTI

solution of

crude lob

excess. To the sticl

¥y prod

fore completely dry, add a few drop

after flc

Twh i §

|§Jli1|-.|_',

wbout decant the sol n into a

vessel.  Repeat the operation with

cessive portions of carbon disuly

uids., Itis best, if

and mix the L

ing small amoun

to allow the preceed-

ing portion to e each time be-

pr resolve itself

Infatin {at first supposed in o few hours inte small white warty

itions, perhaps (il very impure)

imbedded in a wviscid, tenacious, more or less yellow semi-liquid. These

talline form because of the pressure of the

globule like a.

130 will resol

seen these globules

change of shape.

-

w3 45 EO0ON
the globules, which wi

bst s lissol

I form. Theecrystals do not

oW 8

hon disulphide evaporates stalline

nodules

form as distinct, however,as if the pro-

Evapora

pear like fi

dependen

oration ond

me, partly

Where the
: 1405 if deep

¢ will ap

a display like f
1

I crysts

to |:L':||'i| et

I3 1 decp en

will most]

Wi in figure 142.

Since we have discovered

ct the greenish

narealatiay
percolation

ling

i o determine their exnct crystalline form. They appear to us as our artise re-

presents them.
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shaped and perfectly tran

Inflatin is odorless, tasteless and re

= with acids or all

Fose:

is insoluble in wate:

soluble in carbon n3
- «ther an .
Fro. 141. chl ether and e
Crystals of inflatio from benzel solution. order we have given. Sulphuric acid

't it, even the smallest crystals remaining sharp and distinct. Hot sulphuric ac

does not a

formation of a black liquid.

COmpoOscs It wi

7 1 1 i aba 115 e
Cold nitric 1 has no action upon it, but developes the forms and angles of a erystalline layer

the microscope in magnificent distinctness, the centers of each crystal being pure white, and

jet black as shown by figure 143 @, developed from a slide of which 143

out the nitric acid. Upon heating with nitric acid infatin melts without change of color, and upon

evaporation ¢ " the acid, and resolution in benzol,
; as before.
ling inflatin with Fehli

ck, but does no

5 solution

it turns brown, then 1 reduce the

per and does not dissolve.
Inflatin melts at 2257 F., and at a lower tem-
1

ln’,‘l’."-' Ure codl

o

cture.

of crystalline 5

5 0 o mas

Résumé.—From the preliminary examinati

Crystal of i
& wWax, ]'wr.l'.:LI:j_-.' the f
lid mot di

that we have given this sy

it 1 it a s v mechanical
that it iz either a stearoplene or & . urll.\p.. in mechanica
es the milky juice of the

3 during its season, It is evidently of no o

over it in time to exd

suspension it pr

plant, but we

the juice of cinal impe

ociation w tituents of lobelia.

-All
t ador, but with

cause of its

est we think simply be

Volatife Ol of Lo
¢ oil of a strong pung
Procter, (see p. 74,) 1838,
| L of a I'-I'l:lll!.'-u. odor.
{ taste, but, Procter, 1842, decided that he was mis
wrt Prof. Procter.”

h lobel

little t acridity.

or the |

the tincture of lobel

1840, gave it the

gave a distill
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If o small amount of water be de-
stilled from a large quantity of the
dry herl, (Pereira and Procter used

the dry,) and the destillate be reduced

to about the freezing point of water,
rent cry-

it deposits groups of tran:

als, which do not redissolve when

the w 501 v-

ris warmed. Upon di

ing them in appropriate solvents (any

of the usual solvents for volatile Jll:'-:l
and eviaporating the menstruum, this
wups of fat,

oil crystallizes in large g

plates that do not

ymmon center.  They
cover the slide and arenearly parallel
ne plates, but not

. 144.)

connected by o

neltsat &

the recent «

air and disa

exposurc to
1

to which a drop of
at h S ¢
icls had beer res|
nitriec acid ev

ent

sulphuric acid blackened and evolved

witic vapors. It retains its

ine form in ammonia water

and liquor potassa.
We could not determine if more _
than ong nined I:':\.' the act of

distillati

is probable that

stuch is the case.

We endeavored to obtain the

substance we have called sufladin, by

on of thisoil, but faile

ox ]
though it is apparent that some cons
stitutional difference exists in the
volatile oil of fresh lobelia and that
esh lobelia did

of dry. The oil of
r hands.

not crystallize in

Has Lobelia a Volat
Prof. Procter, 1838, found that both Crystals
ture of lobelia and the herb, with water, upon distillation gave a distillate of o peculiar odor,

Fia. 144.

norete volatil I of lobelia, from benzal solution

ile oil, However, it was first

ips this pame

priate and shou

P t be applied to n concrete vol

and it has J\rn'mlu-nu B

el iv]
given by an authority we all respec

$American Journal of Pharmacy, 1838, p. 104, 4xpe

8

nts 4, 5 and &



80 DRUGS AND MEDICINES OF NORTH AMERICA.

imony. Pereira, 1840,% stated that it had in addition an acid taste, which

ided was a mistake, Bastick, 1851,]

rater fron

ASSIIYT Ol undistitle

ite.d The product was of ¢ i, from it sulphuric ether

Fhen we used « ry fresh lobelia

1 nicotl

lian toba

fixed oil of lobelia is blan:

% 3 3 e 3
contaminations. Menstruun

coli m powdered sead. Fure fixed oil of

le ;

1 be o

were oil is a fa

{—5Since the day of Thomson, lobelia

CommerciaL History oF LOBELL:

herb has been an important American drug. Growing abundantly in the East-

ern States the first supply came from that section, but collect n other parts

it 1S oW 2

subsequently gave it attention, and in domestic use and otherw
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drug collected over most of the country in which it abounds, The mountainous
part of North Carolina furnishes large amounts.

During its early record when Thomsonism made unexpected demands, and
collectors were few, the drug occasionally became scarce, or entirely out of
market. Thomson was accustomed to warn his followers of this fact and advise
them to secure a supply of *“No. 1,”* the first opportunity. He states that in
1807 an offer of one thousand dollars per pound would have failed to procure
the drug, and that at another season, two dollars an ounce could not pur-
chase it.+ However, at present, it is plentiful and the steady demand is easily
supplied. ]

[ obelia seed. however, often becomes exhausted and occasionally out of
market. After an unusually dry season it is scarce. Two years ago it could
not be collected. This year (1886) the market is glutted. The demand is
small and, few dealers care to procure more than is necessary for use in one
year. Besides, the general drug trade consumes but little, the demand being
almost exclusively from a limited number of specialists, who as a rule obtain
their stocks from the collectors and do not depend upon the dealer in drugs.

The **Herbalists,”§ of England, now regard lobelia with much favor, as is
evidenced by their action in consequence of an endeavor, recently made by the
Iaw and Parliament Committee of the Pharmaceutical Society, to have lobelia
placed on the “‘English Poison Schedule.”|| They state that they use the herb
freely, probably some hundreds of pounds yearly.

Prarmacoraiat. History.—The Pharmacopeeia of the Massachusetts Medi-
cal Society, 1808, under the name lobelia, recognized ‘ithe root' of Lobelia
syphilitica. The first edition of the U. S. Pharmacopeia, 1820, as lobelia intro-
duced ‘‘the herb” of Lobelia inflata, using as a synonym the common name
Indian tobacco. This was accepted by the New York, (1830,) and the Phila-
delphia, (1830) editions. In 1840 the term Indian tobacco was dropped and
has not since been recorded, although lobelia has been officinal in each success-
ive revision.

The fact that the Massachusetts Pharmacopceia recognized #ke root of Lobe-
lia syphilitica, doubtless aided in perpetuating the mistake of so many medical
writers who have stated that the root and top of Lobelia inflata is employed in
medicine,

Every revision of the U. S. Pharmacopceia has recognized the herb of Lobe-
lia inflata as ‘‘lobelia’” and in no instance has Lobelia syphilitica been accepted
or the root of any species of Lobelia recognized.

#5ee note T p
t T homson's

e and Narrative.
so ohserved

1L CrOp one

for a ser and «

| Transactions of the Society of United Medical Herbalists of Great Brivain," 1885, we

[English Poison Schedule, see note § p. Bi,

e =
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PuarMacorEIAL PREPARATIONS.—The first (1820) edition of the U. S
gave a process for making tincture of lobelia, two ounces of the

Pharmacopceia
herb to sixteen fluid ounces of diluted alcohol. This proportion was continued

ing revision to 1880, at vhich time the strength was made

through each succe

two parts of lobelia to ten parts of tincture,

lobelia to di

introduced in 1860, was made two pa

and in 880 it was

luted acetic acid, enough to produce fAuid ounces

changed, one part of lobelia producing ten

he fnished vinegar.

tincture was incr

will pe observed that the ength of

one-half in 1880, while the st ar was decre:

gth of the vine

identical 1in strength.

per cent. We think that they should have been ma

{ - v } H 1 - i | o alasl 1
In 1880 the fluid extract of lobelia herb was introduced, diluted alcohol be-

; S e
mng * the usual process 1o1 fluid extracts.

rained honey o two pazts of

parts; Horehound, four parts; Lobelia, two
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—Extract of boneset, mandrake, ginseng, of each two drachms; aloes,

Pills of Aloes and Lobelia, Cour
: B f each one drachm; ail of

um & lobelia seed

n pills. Cathartic, Useful in dyspepsia, consti-

ge, castile soap,

eight drach

cloves, two iminm

make into a pill mass, div into four gr

s ebe, S e 1 Am, Ihsp
poplar or butter
erve powder, two teaspo

Materia Me 1y, p. 600, (Veryi

1, each, equal

mposition tea

age roob, four 5 powdered

H to m teaspoont

noronl, tWo ounce

et I ST R R —lmproved m. Botanic Medicine, 1832,
: cabbage, of cach, three drachms;
metic is in-

rachm every

& of powderec me ounce of cap ane espoonful af nerve

Number Six, No. & 1% Thomson's great remedy, known alse as Rheuma-

sixtoen |

time
ful toa

wraved System of Botanic Medicine, Howard, 1832, p. 379.) This is the original formula from

incturé.~—Lincture lobe y HIDCLUre nervine,

Daose, ir half a teaspe ul. Used a5 an antis e, and in large doses

King's Expeciorant. j=Lobeiis wum and ekunk cabbage,

its of tinctore by |.'_-r|c|_|.‘.. Lo [his tinc-
anvulsions, tetanus, etc. Dose, halfl & tea-

¢ oto make two

aptispasmodic
v Fequi

r, cover with alcohol, after a few days strain

for external app

p, OHE L0 LEn LEAspoo —{lmproved System Botanic
Dose, now heroics
ounces of powdered lobelin seed 1n a pint

cture of L wild ginger and

is) I i LIfiC=

pleurnisy root

s o nauseant in

e in the Used as an expe
ghs, asthma & d k ¥ . e . Disp
Tinciure of elia herb, five ounces; spirits of sulphuric cther, two pints. Make a tine-
ture by percol I
Tincture Hydrastis. &, lobelia seed, of each, two parts; diluted o
Make a tinctu A valual plica Am. Disp
I 1 roat, lobelia, skunk ca

o parts.  Mak pints of tincture t

Dose, twenly to

Tincture of Viburnum Opul belin seed, sk

rt; diluted als | and twenty- parts.

raat, of each, one

ryvous diseases. Doge, twenty to sixty dn P

lic tincture, one

w

GUNES.

gh Drops,—" e8; antispasm
a teaspooniul

reof L«
1ML Ko8L"s Dho

3.

Sour egar being used instend of the

aleoholic mens P. ; This is 2 e afbicinal Vin of Lobelia.
MepicaL History.—Several annoying features in connection with the history
of this plant are considered by us, and an endeavor is made to study them in
chronological order.
The first printed record of the emetic properties is by Rev. Manasseh Cut-
ler,* who named it emetic weed.

*Account of Indigenous Vegerables,—Am. Acad. Sciences, 1783, p. 484
Manasseh Cutler, LL.IJ,, was born in Killingly, Conn,, May 3, 1742, First he engaged in the whaling busisess,
then in merchandise in Edgertown; studied law

theology, was licensed in 1970

was admitted to the bar in 1967 removed to Dedham, studied
ster of Hamilton, September, 1y7e. He became chaplain of Cow
Francis' regiment, September, 1776, fought in the action in Rhode Island, and for his bravery received a present of &

1d or
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Schoepf, 1787,* next incorrectly ascribed astringent propertics to Lobelia
ated that it was used in ophthalmia. He had confused the two

ia inflata to Lobelia syphilhitica.
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in which he used

about 1793 under a peculiar system of practice or theory
classest of crude drugs in a sy.ten‘- of courses, ] lobelia being the first class and

r attended a ¢ received a lecturs in medicine, but who
orld of Amers
{ treatment are very much modified.

quarrels. He was in a constant turmoil and fearlessly atta

hia boasted

nent 1

who still has many earnest followers under the

ngh b

name T
His life was marred by soff

ir

ed his op-
asments.

ings o
ions.  Defeat did n
towards his latter days o
1ta

dishearten him, su
hie mee them
views and

ceds nerved him to greater agg
1 the “Regu
been per
d tenac

however hag

ponents,

ars.” We

s fearlessly as he
tice. 1If he I
smitable spirit a

Enemics arose wit

cannot, but ad

tted 1o re-
ty of purpose
I||rn:h.s-ul|| or

v with which he adher
rstematize his labors, his
th

homson's

ceive a thoro
Id 1

TWISE

ers of Amerd the medic

ave i

ed hat

sary in the practice of which it was elai

thousand They were then generally known as “Lobelia Doctors™ ‘lll:;l'u:t;',

““Steamers,
tghag all diseases are the offect of one general cause and may be removed by one
1% a positive state: g the

mSon

=Samuel T
general remedy, is the f on upon which 1 have erected my fabric.” Thi
views he held of t i he reader must not however, infer {as anta
stated) that by he meant & single drug.  Upon the contrary,

varion

SCARE CAPrEssl

he used many drugs

one general me

e Lerm

general remedy o principle, applied in a great many forms as med-

!|c states, “all diseases might be eured by on

enses to whic however varions

imel that all di h the human |'..-ml_\' wWere :.uhjcl.":, WEFE

case,—''1

t)n'-:n I
yms and different the names by wh

alled, produced directly from obstroc

hey were

the sym
Cause of Obstructed Pe

piration.—"If there 12 a natural heat, there must be

structed pers ced by cold or the absence of a suitable degree of nataral vitality.”

Heat iz Li

meon announced the axiom that has since become attached to
an this in a literal sense, but, he believed that
ase, and that fever a frie cold. “The cold causes an
peculiar. Perhaps, the religious of the Sun worshipers
d w

chap

o was

his followers
a low temperatiure (cold
d fever arise

eifect

This view ia n
of Engl
n works the name is conspi
itself to the mucous me

fan

1 abo “Cofinism'

consider
Canker.—In I'h
ysed by cold

may

ved that a “white feverish
nd bowels, 1

Thomson be
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mker is not checked and removed, it will

he called

coat’ was

eanker. nker and putrefaction are caused growth af c
COmMuT & with the blood, when death will & t between heat and c Dysentery is caused by
canker in the howe The piles is canker below the reach of medicine in the UHLJ" way. What i3 called bearing

is from the same ca
] cation, —According to”
vent the formation of canker and throw it
combined

down
id be to produce a greatinternal and external heat to pre
the stomach by emetics,

mEon shi

sve it fro

the stomach, and then to re
berry an
emetics remove the canker from the stamach.

this secretion other like bodies); stimulants promote

n Thomson's opini
perspiration (capsicum, steam, ete
sex and numbered them, often individualizing a drug by making it the

metics made Class No. 1, and lobelia bei his great emetic was simply

a class. uE,
d say, “then administer No. z
wi—Class Na, 1, “Emetics, to ¢leanse the stomach, remove obstructions
Class Mo, =, "Stimulants, to raise and retain the vital heat of t
L.—Class No. 3, “Astringents, to scour the stomach and
tion being typical.—Class No. 4, "lh.uu,., to restore d
* hydrastis, populus, ete., bein
ch and

called “No, 1.”" Hew
The cl
mote perspiration
snd promote free perspirat ' capsicum being typiea
nker,” bayberry and compos
rhid secretions of the blood and 1
nded to correct digestion, and strengthen
, to give tone to the stomach and bowels, and preventr
liar Mo, 6 of the present day, is me

sses waore as o
h

lobalia

bowels

tion, &

Antisept

npound tingture of myrrh .‘“_-i“h_ hiz favorite. The dified from Thom-

ula.

e enemies of Thom d No. 3, and 50 on

stered Mo, 1, if that failed, v

at he first adn

have a

i patisnt still lived.

rotgh with the list if

n from the Ameri

{The following condensed accounts of the system of Thomson's Courses is take n Vegetable
Practice, by Mattsen. In Thomson's works th cit as herein given, as it scems that |

¢ not 5o expl

depended to an extent upon the personal instr

Thomson's Course of Me |I|| ines.—ist, {
gi‘.-,.,.l';1-||p¢|-,< a half of an ir of baybe
ful of capsicu

erry tea, (No. 3,) then an injec-

mes the lobelia of this inject-

ing fuid is increased and a te

and. When the injection at and a secomd teacuplul of bay-

Iast & tea-

as operated, o steam bath is 1o be 2

raf Leacup r., of tea, and add to this
jent from the bath, and, into a warm bed (sometimes

berry tea. 1f he does not perspire freely, 1
of cap In about twenty mi
a eup of ice water was dashed over the person upon removal of sweat batl

with a hot stone to his fect.
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his principal remedy. He met the opposition of most Regular physicians, who
bitterly decried the indiscriminate use he made of drugs, and he eventually was
arrested (180g) and tried for killing a patient with lobelia. This trial brought
lobelia before the public, and from that time to the present, lobelia has been in

more or less demand and has come into use by all schools of medicine. Ac-

counts of its uses and accepted medical properties in the different schools have

been written for this work by authorities of these schools

In stuc cine the

ying the history of the introduction of lobelia into med
following questions have at various times arisen and attracted more or less at

tention and discussion by our medical writers.

1 Laobelia ini

Carver,

meéntion

of syphilis am

ds with his life only.'

were ot the Indians. They embraced ma

Into their country Sir William Johnson extended his treaties,

lently the s tements by Lewis

ce of its use by the Inc I any other
emetic.
The paper on “Indian Medicine,”{ by Browne, does not refer to any substance that can be
identical with lobelia,
Major Long, 1819, in his account of the medicines and practice of the In of the West,
<-l.'i.';-_~||:|:, knew ..-.-:]|i11:_[ of Lobelia inflata.
Professor Nuttall informed Dr. Mattson that in his excursions among the Indizns he hac 1 never

compositio

put into n

ke, vol. ii., pp. 535 and 136

tBook of Indians, Boston, 8. G, Drake, 18 A very interesting and unigue public

%

tIndian Medicine, J. M. Browne, in Indian Mizcellany, p. 74 Edited by W, W, Beach, 189
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The interesting narratives in *‘Indian Captivities,”" contain no record of Lobelin inflata, al.

though rich in the experiences of persons, who passed many years among the Indi tribes east of

the Mississippi.
Samuel Stearns, M.ID)., 1772, in his American Herbal, men
Labelia

belia, but not

ns other speciesof 1

inflata, and he makes no reference to the Indians using an emetic. D, Stearns was o native

of Massachusetts and traveled among the Indians of that State with intent to study their remedies,

and would not have omi

ted this plantif ithad come under his

. Neither Schoepf, Barton,
Inidian remedy from personal experience, and n

nor Rafinesque mentic Lobelia inflat
tho

Catlin,® in 1

these re of its beir

s would have neglected it, if av

is explicit descriptions of Indian customs

However, Mattson, 1841,T states that, *There is abundant traditionary evidence that it was

its reputed di

r before the time of Dr. Samuel Thomgo
T

5 had any knowledge «

used by the Penobszcot Indians lc
of thatt

COVETET,

but with the excepti e not been able to discover by any researches I have

made, that the American aborigi its properties or virtues.”f Mattson,

however, Ilugh.'n.‘l'- to give any positive {estimony, or refer to any author
Dr. G. A. St

lia was not used by the In

well, in a very recent articled omits 1t, a e fact that

1 thus helps to confirm

{1

T

mberd of other works searched w

Therefore, from ties quoted, and n hout awvail, we

nce is altogether

clude that the evi t the reiterated assertion that Lobel

a

itais a fi;'.'.g

can Indians, We cannot find proof of a

=] down to us from the Am ce where it

was employed by them. If the Penobscot Indians used the plant, as Dr. Mattson believed, (from
tradition) it is possible tha
more rationally accept that the e
discovery of the whites. Those were days of heroic remedies

jacent settlers learned of its properties from it we would

use of Lobelia a in dome: medicine was an ac¢idental

- I'\ll’_'l.:'l.lll:’;, emetics and blisters were

the methods of treatment, and it is not to be presumed that so remarkable and common an emetic

wn., T tler learned of its emetic

as lobelia o remain hat Thomson and ( riies by in-

e is nnder

ble we tl . Thoms

¥ insis bled

de ent personal experie

upon it

It is a common belief with some persons that the Indians used the lobelin in connéction with

t our endeavors to find the
» Men," it 15 tr 1
5 il not a deception had no con-
e s rt the
supposition that the whites learned of its properties from the Indians, or that the Indians used it in
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been taken to punish persons, who, it was claimed had destroyed life by the injudicious use of this
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sufficient guarantee of their genuineness. They consisted of one per cent., and
one-tenth per cent. solutions of the hydrobromate of lobeline. The investiga-
tion includes the physiological and clinical actions of this remedy.

General Result of the Action in Cold and Warm-blooded Antmals.—Given in
sufficient quantity, an increasing failure of muscular power, staggering and in
coordination, retching and salivation, are observed in from five to fifteen or
twenty minutes after it is administered. First occurring in the hind extremities
the evidences of muscular paresis, then extend to the fore members. The frog be-
comes lessand less able to jump and to turn over from a position on the back, and
the rabbit yieldsin the hind legs, reels, and at length can no longer control these
members, and the forearms and armssoon after are disabled in the same manner;
sensibility and the brain functions remain unimpaired. Before the paralysis has
ptivity
hat more

become complete, if the amount given has not been too large, the re

and response to [u‘.‘l'ii.l-l:!rl'ill impressions 1s for a short period some

ready, and this is, more especially true of frogs. The respiratory function is

embarrassed in proportion to the general paralyzing action. After a period of

rather slower respiration it becomes quicker and increasingly shallow and labor-
ious. With the lessening supply of oxygen, carbonic acid narcosis comes on,
and death ensues with complete muscular resolution and without convulsions in
frogs, and usually with clonic convulsions in rabbits the failure of respiration
being the immediate cause.

Action on Nerve and Muscle.—When the sciatic nerve is isolated, the limb
ligatured, and a merely paralyzing dose is administered, the nerve when excited
by a faradic current at the earliest period of the action responds feebly, for the
muscles of the limb below the ligature contract but slightly, 'When the paraly-
sis is complete at length the strongest excitation of the nerve causes noresponse
in any degree of muscular contraction. When this occurs the muscles are
found to be readily excitable on direct electrical stimulation. It follows hence
that lobeline destroys the excitability ot the motor nerve endings, and does not
impair the contractility of muscle.

There is a stage in the action of small doses, however, when the

of motor nerve and muscle is actually heightened: when the paralyz
just begininning to manifest itself after the administration of one minim of the
one per cent. solution, a slight tap on the skin of the back causes an immediate
response in general muscular movement of a tetanic character. From this it

must be concluded that when the first impression of lobeline is making, the ner-

vous tissue is irritated by the medicament, but as the action continues and in-
creases, the irritation is succeeded by loss of function. Furthermore, when the
effect of lobeline in small quantity is such as to cause general muscular contrac
tions on irritation of the skin (heightened cutaneous reflex) it is obvious that
the phy-_‘,‘io]ogicn] effect is not limited to the motor-nerve endings, but includes
the spinal cord as well. It may be sugpested, that the paralyzers, whose action
is first felt by the intra-muscular nerve clements really act through the spinal
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cord and not as is now supposed on the nerve endings only at the be-
ginning.

Sensibility remains unimpaired, certainly, up to the period of the cessation
of all muscular contractility, for the corneal and other reflexes are preserved un-
til then. When the action of lobeline has attained its maximum, the paralysis
is complete, and there is no response to any form of irritation.

Effects on the Circulation and Respiration. —When the fullest effect of lobeline
is attained in the frog, if the chest be opened the heart will be found still in
action at about 28 per minute, but the contractions are not energetic, although
rhythmical. If the medulla be previously divided, the heart will be found at a
standstill, its cavities distended. If in action, electrical stimulation increases it;
if at rest, a strong faradic current will start the auricle in active movement,
and the ventricle in feeble and irregular contractions chiefly of the basic por-
tion.

The most important of the effects of lobeline on the heart, is its action on
the vagus. At first, and with a small dose, the vagus is briefly stimulated, then
depressed in function, but, itis completely paralyzed at the period of maximum

effect, and no Rll'l'_‘]'l":"[h of current will then stop the heart. With a minute dose,
the effect first produced is irritation of the vagus, with slowing of the heart, but
as the effect deepens, the heart grows more rapid with lessening of the inhibi
tion. Itis probable that every first dose given, causes some slowing of the
heart's movements, but this effect is so transient and slight that it escapes de-
tection. With the decline in the inhibition there ensues increased action of the
heart and lowering of the vascular tension, The body temperature rises some
what pari passu with the increased rapidity of the circulation. As the re-
spiratory muscles fail in power, the breathing becomes more and more labored,
panting and shallow. The oxygenation of the blood is progressively diminished
carbonic acid accumulates, the lips are cyanosed, and stupor is succeeded
ultimately by coma. Up to this point the mental processes are not disord-
ered, and the sensibility remains unimpaired,

Therapeutical Applications of Lobeline.—To avoid all subjects of controversy,

“1 confine my observations to facts personally ascertained, and give the results of

my own therapeutical uses of this remedy:
Having ascertained that lobeline possesses the power to lessen the reflex
action of the spinal centres, 1 have administered it in those maladies character-
ized by irritability or exaltation of this function. In gpilépsy it appears to be a
most promising remedy if right conditions exist. Itis the less useful, themore
decidedly the convulsive seizures approach the epileptiform character; and it is
more effective, the nearer the cases are to the true or essential type. The
bromides may be quite successful in arresting convulsions due to coarse lesions
of the brain, although not acting on the structural changes in any way. Now
lobeline does not act favorably in such conditions.
In nocturnal epilepsy, which, as is now well known, does not usually yield

ks e | S v b AR
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itation

to the bromides, and in the cases not arising from an obvious peripheral irr
or accompanied by a defined aura, in the pale-anzmic and lymphathic type of
subject, the best results obtainable from this remedy may be expected. As,
however, definite conclusions can be formed only after sufficient length of ob-
servations the real value of the hydrobromate of lobeline must be ascertained by
comparative trials through several years. Now, it can be asserted merely that
this remedy promises well.

More definite results can be given from the admin:

tain necuroses of the respiratory organs, as astima,
o (=3

of lobeline in cer

. ."""('-"-ft',df:'. r”.‘.(.'-.'(f:'-
angina pectoris, in the spasmodic cough of emphysema, the cough of habit,
renal and other refex asthmas. Somewhat more specific statements can be
made as respects its utility in all these cases.

In that form of asthma, which is merely.a functional dis best re-

sults may be expected from it. The dose at the outset should be about 1-60
grain, and this can be repeated in a half hour when the attack is acute and
severe, and afterwards pso »e nata. When the attacks are recurring and persist-

ent, the lobeline should be given three times a day from 1 6oth to 1-3oth grain,

in persons having the ordinary susceptibility to its action, and 1-zoth grain in

those with less. When desirable or circumstances require, it may be combined

rures which attend em

with morphine, or cocaine, or both. The asthmatic se
physema are often quite promptly relieved by it. When in the course of chronic
bronchitis, the mucous membrane furnishes but little secretion and the
ntly. It has also ap-

cough is dry and harrassing, lobeline acts very effici
peared to do great good in cases of pseudo-angina pectoris, with weak action

of the heart and embarrassed respiration. By lowering the vascular tensi
and lessening the work of the heart by relaxing the inhibition, the pulmonary
circulation is carried on with greater ease, and hence the distress of breathing
subsides. There is here, as I conceive, a most important sphere of usefulness—
for this morbid complexus is by no means uncommeon, and we have not many
agents capable of affording the direct relief given by lobeline.

Tre Homeoratic Uses oF LoseLia INFLATA.—(Written for this publica-
tion by Prof. Edwin M, Hale, M. D., Emeritus Professor Materia Medica and
Therapeutics in the Chicago Homceopathic College).—I consider that the
sphere of action of this species lies midway between tobacco and veratrum
album, or their active principles, nicotine and veratrine. It actsupon the motor
nervous system and upon the respiratory centre in the medulla.

The nauseous effects of this drug are far more intense then tobacco, and this
ybacco. An-

purpose as ke

is the principal reason why it is not used for the same

other reason is that the system does not tolerate the dr it does tobacco.

I have, however, seen habitues of lobelia, who, from taki t for asthma and

dyspepsia, came to tolerate it to a degree which seemed surprising.

sdme

Lobelia inflata was first introduced into our school in this country at t
time and in the same manner as the Lobelia syphilitica, (1838), In 1841 it wasin-
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troduced into homaeopathic practice in Europe by Dr. A. Arac, of Leipsic, in the
15th volume of “'"Hygiea." Since that time it has been used to a considerable
extent in our practice, but although a powerful drug, its curative sphere is
limited.

We find it useful principally in asthmatic affections. It is useful in two
varieties, namely, the nervous, which arises from paresis of the respi

ratory
In the first, it is strictly homaeo-

centre, and the catarrhal or “‘humid asthma.’
pathic, and has been found curative in very minute doses. In the latter, when
the mucus rales are loud, and the sense of suffocation is due to a mechanical
obstruction by the mucus, and the coincident spasm of the bronchi, larger
doses must be used, for this condition is similar to the Recond;n'y effects of the
drug. I have seen almost magical relief follow doses of 3i repeated every hour,
without nausea or vomiting follow its use.

Permanent cures of asthma of many years, have been made by larger doses.
Sometimes these large doses (hall an ounce) have not caused vomiting. At
other times smaller doses vomit violently, leaving the patient much prostrated,
but with disappearance of the asthma. I have cured asthmatic attacks by small
doses of veratrum, when lobelia seemed indicated but had failed.

In some cases of asthma, the patient complains of a ‘‘dreadful sinking
sensation’” in the epigastrum with violent distreping efforts at inspiration. This
ic a clear indication for the use of lobelia, and it will promptly relieve such cases
in doses of 1-10 or 1-100 of a drop frequently repeated.

In cough, lobelia is very useful. The cough may be caused by accumulation

of mucus in the pharynx or bronchi, or a tickling in the larynx, or it may be
‘‘croupy,’’ or attended by dyspneea. In purely nervous coughs, like whooping
cough, or from irritation of the laryngeal nerves, motor and sensory. In spas-
modic croup, it is a prompt and excellent specific, and 1 have found it useful in
carpo-pedal spasms, attended by laryngismus.

In some gastric disorders, lobelia does excellent service. In the so-called
nervous dyspepsia, when the patient complains that nausea, oppression of the
stomach, and dyspncea follow each meal, when there is constant *“faintness’ at
the stomach, as bad after meals as before eating, lobelia in doses of a drop of the
one-tenth dilution before and after eating has a very happy effect,

This “‘faintness” at the pit of the stomach is an unfailing guide to its use.
It is caused h)-‘ a p:trusiﬁ of the 5}':11]?;1t]1c[[c nerve; other drug_-; cause this symp-
tom; ignatia, cimicifuga, digitatis, and veratrum, all cause it by their depres-
sing action on the same system of nerves. The primary eiffect of lobelia on the
heart is to paralize its motor nerves, like tobacco or aconite, hence it is a prom-
inent remedy in primary cardiac weakness and irritation. The “‘sinking faint-
ness’’ at the epigastrum is here the symptom most complained of. Small doses
must be used to combat this condition. Some patients will bear doses of one
or two drops of the tincture, others are made worse by it, and only find relief
from the second or third dilutions,

e
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The secondary or reactionary effects of lobelia, is to cause violent
spasmodic palpitations, or symptoms closely resembling angina pectoris. In
such cases I have found quick and good results from § to 10 drops of the
tincture.

Primarily, lobelia 1

in 13]1}':‘.:. doses, for :—;|.1.i~111'.-::':jc retention of urine,

Fical

-ineum. in labor in facilitating

the os and

foetus is as old as the aborig

i physicians. 1have seen a

dose of 20 drops. It will allay and regulate tho
i om the ri

due to this same cause, small de

during labor, which seem to arise idity of t

)5€5 give prompt I

dysmenorhoea

mium and belladonna.

respect it resembles g

In hysteria, lobelia is frequently indicated. The case of spasm of the larynx
3 3 I b

reported by Dr. Knowles, of Avoca, Towa, in my ““Therapeutics of New Kemc

dies,” is an apt example of a manif

1 of hysteria,

SLErICAal COMVULS]

ed the most viclent hy

T I Tiasre rontrol
medy. i nave conirol

into the rectum a teaspoonful of the tincture,

ne or renal colic, in incarcerated hernia :

In ga .
lobelia often relieves promptly. This may be said to be antipathic, but I do not
s and )

believe it. The secondary effect of all paralyzants is
Lobelia is as homcaeopathic to spasm, as to paralysis.

MEeDicar Uses oF Losenia 1N THE ECLECTIC ScuooL.—{ Written for this

publication by Prof. John M. Scudder, M. D., Profe
Medicine in the Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincinnati),—We use lobc

emetic, its relaxant and its stimulant influence. It is a fair example of the com

" £ &) ¥ on s + - f
or Ol tic Practice "

mon fact that the action of a drug depends upon its dose. E X e
called its poisonous action, and stimulation its medicinal action In poisonou
doses the drug would prove fatal to life were it not that it is expelled from the
stomach and exhausts itself in the act of emesis.

Without discussing the advantages of thorough emesis, as compared with
other treatment, it may be remarked that the indications and contra-indications

for emetics are as distinct as for other remedies. If the patient has full tissues,
full pulse, full tongue, heavily coated at base, with sense of fullness and oppres-
sion in the epigastrium, lobelia will act kindly. Conversely if the the tissues are
contracted, the pulse small or hard, and the tongue contracted and red, an
emetic should not be used.

In the early part of the century lobelia in substance (usually the powdered
seed) was given as an emetic. From this use came the extreme prostration,
with cold clammy perspiration and enfeebled respiration and eirculation, a con.
dition known as the “‘alarming symptoms.” There is no doubt, but that lobelia
has occasionally caused death, but this result has been rare as compared with
the large number of cases in which the drug has been used.
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| preparati

It was not ]Lﬂ]::"' before it was determined that an acic
icl

sily and cheaply prepared by simply macerating the herb

acted more kindly than the crude a e, or indeed any other preparation. The

15 tincture

acefs

ir, and whether as an emetic or a nauseant expectorant its

and seed with vine
influence was certain and kindly.

rofold, as it was exerted on the

[lie relaxant influence of lobelia was t

itary and invol

it was the result of more or

ntary muscles. Forthe h

less profound nausea, induced by large doses just short of emesis. This effect

was frequently called “‘antispasmodic,” and was that desired in infantile convul-

15, hysteria, tetanus and some cases of asthma. This {

sions, puerperal convulsio

protracted nausea was also thought necessary to the establishment of mucous

secretion from bronchial tubes, the so-called expectorant action.

oluntary muscular fiber w not e;l'll.Jt'Ill.]dI'.l upon nausea. K

Its action on the

-obably its best and most certain action was in cases ol difficult labor from

as uteri.  In this case an alcoholic tincture from the seed was

employed, twenty drops being added to two ounces of water, a teaspoonful was
given every fifteen minutes until dilatation was accomplished.

With a full and oppressed pulse and a sense of oppression in the chest

lobelia is one of our most certain remedies. The small doses (fincture of the
seed) not nauseant, gives relief and a better circulation of blood. L

In neuralgia of the heart, and in angina pectoris, no remedy that I have
used gives such prompt relief. Frequently a single dose of ten or fifteen drops
of a tincture of the seed will give almost immediate relief. ;

Before the use of belladonna to remove congestion of the brain (patient being "
n as a lobelia emetic. In the eruptive

comatose) nothing was deemed so cert:
fevers with tardy appearance or retrocession of the eruption, nothing was so ef-
fective in relieving the nervous system and bringing the eruption to the surface
as a lobelia emetic properly given.

When remedies are used in combination it is almost impossible to determine
the action of a single agent. Thus many compounds containing lobelia have
been highly commended, and have done good service, but what part should
properly be credited to this agent we cannot say. Among these combinations
none has acquired a greater reputation than the compound stillingia liniment,
composed of oils of lobelia, stillingia and cajuput, with alcohol.* This has cer-
tainly a wonderful action in croup, and I have satisfied myself by experiment

that a principal action is from the oil of lobelia.

PHARMACEUTICAL AND MEDICAL REFERENCES TO LOBELIA.

P 4fy, from Am. 13 —Domestic Medicine, W 1 Buchan, Edinburgh,

David Schoepf, Er pol—Ce ¢ for a Materia Medica of the United

B. 5. Barton, part first, (30d edition, 1810)
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numerous, and as they are gradua

green above, and

irregularly, erosely

bottom up they give the

plant a pyramidal aspect.
The flowers dppcal
A flower of 1

the later part of August Matnical widls

lasting till frost. They have the
Y ¥

structures as those of Lobelia inflata

characteristic corolla tube, but are much larger,

3 being about one inch long. They are borne on
short thick hairy peduncles in a terminal raceme.
The flowers are subtended at their base with
leafy bracts which are large and leaf-like below
and smaller above. The bracts have marcins
iliate with white hairs, and when the plant is just
beginning to develope its inflorescence, these bracts
form a dense, roseate, terminal ¢ the numer-
ous marginal hairs giving ita glanc
The calyx segments are five and are tr
Gy 139: and have recurved margins which are prolonged at
.I.t--l,-|..=|l:u' the base forming an ear-like appendage at each
! 2 :I.-i.h.l-;:u-.-.. s angle between the segments. ¥ The segments are
P srped), about three-quarters the length of the corolla tube, .

1alf to three-quarters of an inch long, split to the

The corolla tube is from one-|

on the upper side, and prominently five pliate beneath, the interior angles




PLATE XXXVI.

LOBELIA SYPHILITICA.

(FLOWERING SPIKE, NATURAL SIZE.
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g of a brichter (almost whi

of the coroll:

') color, The three lobes forming the lower lip

are reflexed, broadly triangular and subequal.

The five stamens are united together around the pistil, forming a column

th of ti

about the ll'||_=_'

his column is

1e corolla and protruding through its slit.

three ed at the base and curved downward at the summit as shown in figure
139, p- 98. The five united anthers are not equal, the lower two being slightly
shorter and tipped with a cottony tuft; they are of deep purple color and open
with s

1allow slits down the back.
The pistil is enclosed in the tube formed by the stamens. This is a provision
of nature that insures cross-fertilization. When the flower first opens and the

stamens shed their pollen, the stigma is completely enclosed by the anthersand

thus is prevented from receiving any of the pollen ; afterwards when the pollen

1a line or two beyond

has been scattered, the

style elongates, pushing the stigm:

the tube, and 1s then fertilized |.-_\' pollen from other flowers, mostly through the
agency of bees and other insects,

Blue Lobelia is a very showy plant when in bloom, the deep Dblue color of
the large flowers making it conspicuous. This color is well preserved when the
plant is pressed carefully with frequent change to dry papers, but fades out in
course of several months from the dried specimens. Sometimes, very rarely
however, albinos are found with pure white flowers. *®

After blooming the corollas do not fall off, but turn brown, wither up, and
remain attached to the ripening seed-pods.

Common Names,—The most common name and the one most generally used
for this plant is Blue Lobelia. While there are other species of Lobelia with
blue flowers, ILiI) fact all but a few have this color), still, the flowers of this plant
are so much larger, conspicuous and brighter blue than any other, the name
properly belongs to it. Inmost books it is called Blue Cardinal flower, some-
times incorrectly abbreviated to. Blue Cardinal, but in our opinion the name is
not appropriate. Cardinal flower is a name applied to Lobelia cardinalis, not
from any resemblance of form to a Cardinal's cap, but from the bright scarlet
color of its flowers. Lobelia cardinalis, the first species introduced into Europe
was very properly called Cardinal flower (“‘Cardinale couleur de feu”"—Tour-
nefort, 171g), and when :

second species, but with blue flowers was introduced,
it was quite naturally called Siwe Cardinal flower. We think that this is con-
tradictory, the name Cardinal as applied to the flower refers exclusively to the
color, and it is manifestly wrong to'speak of Blue Cardinal in the same sense.

It is said that among the more ignorant classes who used this plant in do-
mestic practice, it was known as High Belia, the supposition being that as the
other kind (Lobelia inflata) was called Low Belia this must be the Higk Belia.

land as early
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Prof, W. P. C. Barton, 1802.9 found that the plant then used
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Tue HomeoraTHic Uses oF LoBeLIA SypHILITICA.—(Written for this pub-
ication by Edwin M. Hale, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Materia Medica and
'[']l-.:|';Ll_‘r-;'=.:‘.iL'-= in the C]'Iil_‘il'i_:[] Homceopathic College. )—This plant was intro-

duced into our prac

by the late Dr. Hering. His provings and observations

were published in the Trans. Amer. Hom. Institute.

Drs. Jeanes, Williamson and Neidhard, only the latter now living, con-
tributed their experience with this drug. Dr. Jeanes reports a cure of ‘“‘melan-
cholia” in a woman. He supposed the spleen was affected, for she had “pains

i

under the short ribs of the left side, from front to back."” These symptoms are

seased in early

y those high in power

¢ must have had the unboun confidence of

{hlaiteria Medica Americana, p, 12
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symptoms have often been o

in its provings, and nearly identi

cifuea. Dir. Neidhard I':"l]ll‘.'!'('lj a cough of four weeks duration,

with “‘dryness of the back part of the ths He also cured ca

- ;-;|1._-:'i|:-. of -:.|'|i|'|.-.| irritation w

of its sympt

sphere of action seems to be upon the mucous surfaces 16

tract. It causes te nasal catarrh, an

with dryness of the throat. The posterior r palate, ¢

are all irritated, much as in hay fever. I would advise it in such cases, and in

Catarrhal co

ly run into humid asthma,

t
mic i

nfluenza, especially in

€ young.

this species, it continued, would readi

&

Rafinesque asserts that its pre

rties are similar to Lobelia inflata
le, sti
» from the leaves,

. 3 u i " | . _— g T | . = ol el -
milder. It resembles arsenious iodi hepar sulphur, cistus and cimi

cifuga, Qur tincture is m
LOBELIA CARDINALIS.
CARDINAL FLOWER.

Parts Usep.—The entire plant, Lobelia cardinalis, Linneus.

Natural Order, Campanulaces, Tribe Lobelies.
BoranicaL DescriprioN.—There is no difficulty in recognizing this plant
without a detailed botanical description. Having the peculiar flower structure

of the Lobelia genus (described on page 64) it is at once known by its br

scarlet flowers, so brilliant indeed as to attract immediate attention from a

who sees it in bloom.

In this country we have but two red flowered species of this genus. Lobelia

cardinalis, which is common over most of the territory east of the Mississippi,

and Lobelia splendens, very similar in appearances, but confined to the extreme

southwest near the Mexican border, and hence, not liable to be confused.

In size, habit and general appea the plant resembles Lobelia syphili-

=4

LiL';I, I'Illt'ﬁ ibed a

d illustrated on page g8,) bu
strongly distinguished from it by the color. The

-

i : s T el o
flowers of the Lobelia cardinalis are more slender,

the column longer, and the calyx destitute c

the reflexed auricles between the

Over the grea portion of

twao H}H“’..’it!?‘- l,l |1:J|_'Ei{| \_'.‘.I'I“I':i' lis and Lobeli

syphilitica are all of the genus that hawve
enough flowers, (over an inch long) to

red, thel

attention; the former having

flowers, they are readily distinguished from each other and from all other
o F =]
species.
The peculiar bright red color of the large flowers of Lobelia cardinalis is so

bright as to pale almost any comparison we can make. No colored illustra-
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1 3 1 - # 1 e
tion we have ever scen of the plant does it justice, and the usual fault of colored

1e plant is dried carefully the coloris

n i

work is the over-coloring of plants. Wh

preserved as bright as when fresh, and it is very permanent, remaining a beau
tiful herbarium specimen for a number of years.
in this work describing the botanical

As so much space has been gi

characters of Lobelia inflata and L«

a syphilitica, we do not deem it neces-

sary to give a further description of this plant.

wing of the bri scarlet flowers of thi at-
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red it from plants in cultivation in his
gar
the riv
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works on Am

flower,” stating, *“this

ibe it, calls it, **the rich, crimson Cardinal’s 14

hath his name in the title, : called in France from whence I receive my garden

with the Latin name; |
T

is in all

nefort (1710) says, **Cardinale, coul de feu' (Cardinal flower, ¢

wers, which are the sa

if fire). The name
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alis by which name it has always been described with the
y Miller,

MepicaL HisTORY AND PROFERTIES.—Schopf, 1785, first referred to this plant, describing it

ght, scarlet color of t e ha

worn by a cardinal, and not from the shape of the flower. Linnmsus a

it Lobelia carc

single synonym of Rapuntivm cardir

as milky and acrid, and posessing properties similar to those of Lobelia syphilitica. It is evident

that he knew but little of it

Barton, 1802, refers to the Cherokee Indians using an infusion or Lobelia cardinalis, and the

greed to by Rafinesque, 1830,% who also makes very brief

=]

powder of the plant, for worms, This is

mention of the drug. These statements have furnished the foundation for subsequent writers to

1

the plant with anthelmintics, as is usually done. However, the Indiuns made but little use of
The

it, if any, prefering spigelia, and even Prof. Barton gives but tle attention to the d

plain facts are that .a‘:l-.-;lu|1;|)' ||_-'_|I:'||i:|!:; is known I'L'J__".I.l."l.. the me al action of the plant.

wrole two very ex

rkinson was

Paradisi in Sole Paradlsus Torresiris, a descrif
English § jens and the first w
scripti

rk describi

ineo spicato

Rapuntiuvm galeatun Wi SEU Amencaniim,

aule erects, folils lanceclatis abaslete serratis, racemoe

spica terminale,







LOBELIA HYPODERMICALLY.

lentzsch

of such

LOBELIA; A VEGETABLE ANTITOXIN

THE APPLICATION OF THIS REMEDY IN THE TREATMENT OF DIPTHERIA.

Eclectic Medieal

fefy, rQos.

[ paper read al the Chicage meeling «

A paper vead al IR

BY E. JENTZSCH, M. D,, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
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HOW I CAME TO USE LOBELIA IN DIPHTHERIA.
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FUTURE BULLETINS.

This Bulletin will be followed by a History of the American
Alkaloids, Resins, Resinoids and Concentrations, comprising
Bulletin Number 2, Pharmacy Series. In connection with the
historical data therein contained, it will be prolific in personal
incidents known to the editor, together with much information

derived from personal correspondence with those concerned in
that historic epoch in American Pharmacy and Medicine. This
leads us to believe that the proposed Bulletin will be one of the

most valuable as yet issued by us.
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