PREFACE.

rl‘m?_ intention of the present Work is to give a concise
account of the actual state of our kllmt’lv(]gu of drugs in
gﬁn--!‘;ﬂ, usinlhf that term n 1ts most extensive Signiﬁ(‘:uiun,
as including, not only those natural substances and com-
pounds which are employed |J}' physicians or private prac-
titioners in the practice of medicine, but those other sub-
stances and compounds which, from their analogy to these,
are usually sold by the same retailers as sell medicines for
the purpose of being used as dyes, paints, perfumes, eos-
metics, liqueurs, &c.; and upon this account the work ap-
pears under the title of a Supplement to the Pharmacopeeia,
as that book contains only the medicines which are at pre-
sent most generally used by the physicians of London and
its environs.

Still, however, the medicines form the greater bulk of
the work, from the vast variety of them that are employed
in different places, and these are pru[wrl}' divisible into three
(.'I.'JH.‘:;E'H g

1. Euporista, or easily procurable medicines, compre-
]Il'.'l'll“ﬂ;j" those which are collected in the nvigllbnuring fields
and gardens h}' the herbalists, or procured from the 5}:0[!3
not peculiarly appropriated to the selling of medicines, as
those of the druggists, drysalters, oilmen, perfumers, gro-
cers, ironmongers, grinders, and stationers.

2. Officinals, comprehending those which are collected
and prepared for use in the shops that are expressly kept
for the sale of medicines, and of which the preparation is
generally known.,

3. Nostrums, or patent medicines, in Latin Chemica, com-
Errhvnd'n'.;; those, the preparation of which is not generally

cnown, and which are made only by particular persons, who
}u-t-p their ]th'I::Lt‘:lﬂnll a secret, or at least :11'11}' that it is
known : as most of these are largely advertised, and their
virtues vaunted in posting-bills, a connexion is hence formed
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between the preparers and the printers of their advertise~
ments, so that in many places the printers.and stationers are
the usual venders of this class of medicines. This is the
original signification of the term chemical, as applied to
medicine, the old chemists, like the modern apothecaries,
supplying their patients with secret remedies, instead of
openly prescribing those kept by the old apothecaries, now
called chemists and druggists, a singular counterchange of
names having, from circumstances arising out of the powers
delegated to the College of Physicians, taken place. The
declamations of the -::](% physicians against the employmient
of chemical medicines must be prmcipally understood to
apply to these nostrums, whose composition being unknown
to any but the preparer, and spurious imitations of many of
them obtruded into the shops, renders them peculiarly un-
safe, especially as they are now mostly used by the sick
persons thcm:a{-]vvs,_ without any accurate discrimination of
the disease, or of its actual state. This term chemical is
also applied to those preparations which require a peculiar
apparatus, and operose processes, and which are therefore
prepared by manufacturers who supply the shops with them.
These officinals were the nostrums of the middle ages, and
are still distinguished from the old officinals, called Galeni-
cal, mostly discovered in times before human records, and
which have descended to us from the ancient Greeks, or, more
correctly speaking, from the four Egyptian schools of He.
liopolis, Thebes, Memphis, and Sais., The composition of
these Galenicals was ordered in the pharmacopceias in ordi-
nary words, and they are, generally speaking, mere mix-

tures of the parts of organised natural bodies or their juices,

and milder in their action than the chemical medicines intro-

duced by the Arabians in consequence of their study of che-
mistry, and their endeavours to separate the active. parts of
remedies from the inactive, and to discover highly powerful

medical agents., These latter were ||s:|;1]]vtyrilu.-1:t*f5 in the

pharmacopceias, and even in extemporaneous prescriptions,

in the characters that had been used by the Christian Greceks,

and the vessels containing them were marked with the same

kind of characters. These two classes differ indeed so con-

siderably, that until late years they were seldom both used

by the same practitioner, and the Apothecaries’ Snch-ty of
London still continue to divide their trade, not into a retail

and wholesale department, as is done in the large concerns
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of private traders, but into the Galenical and Chemical
have separate stocks and shops for each.

The substances treated of in this work comprehend all
those of the first and second class, and some of the third
or patent medicines, which being in great request, the
wholesale druggists are in the habit of supplying their cus-
tomers with imitations of them, respecting which the author
has procured the receipts of many of the most respectable
houses in London; and from the agreement between these
receipts in essential articles, it may be presumed that they
are as accurate copies of the originals as the secrecy in which
the latter are enveloped will allow.

In mentioning the uses of the first class, w}
cipally consists of plants and a few

s and

nich prin-
animal substances, it
must be Kept in mind that the author considers himself
merely as an historian, and does not vouch for the reality of
the virtues aseribed to them, and even in some places "has
athxzed a note of admiration to mark his lrlg'l'L-(|l:|ii\'; vet at
the same time it is probable that these plants would not
have enjoyed the reputation they possess, if they had not
been found useful ; and the neglect into which they have
fallen in England, is partly to be ascribed to their not being
exhibited in sufficient doses, and in some degree to the eredit
given by the venders of foreign drugs, and their activit
promoting the sale of them, but still more to the
ol :tFH'.ﬂu'l'm‘\' In':lt'lit'v.. for, as the :tpnihu':ll'}'
privileges of the College of Physicians,
to sell medicines to his patients, it

¥ in
prevalence
evades the
ns, hy pretending only
1s his interest to make
as small a stock as possible serve his purpose.

As to the officinal preparations, all those kept in the
shops of druggists in town or country, w
ply of apothecaries, ferriers, or private

hether for the sup-
practitioners, are in-
serted ; the alterations which have been made in the last
century in the l']l:n'm.'u'u't:':'i:l-: of the Metropolitan College,
with the variations of the two provincial Pharmacopceias, are
succinctly shown. It may scem to some that this was an
unnecessary task, but it must be considered, that :lfrhnugi:
pure apothecaries, or young beginners fresh from the schools
of London, Edmburgh, or Dublin, may pay implicit obe-
(|"Ii.‘t11.'l." to IFH' |rt5! t'clitinn '.Fl. {ht'Ht‘ \\'=J|‘LL¢, }'vl t[u- U[:]('l‘ Iu';w..
titioners, and the vouth trained under them. naturally prefer
the preparations to which they have been accustomed :

: and
as those practitioners, who have not been bred in the I
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Hospitals, prefer the study of the old autnors, who have
enjoyed the praises of centuries, and in which the plants,
&c. are ||i~.~.':lgu:1lut| ]J‘l..' their real names, in Ilt‘e-il-w-m‘i' to the
modern authors, who have not vet passed through the ordeal
of public opinion, and who, in their fondness for novelty,
necessitate their readers to learn an everchanging language,
and a L'd:llr-lzl.llti".' \'allllr-}zillé_f I]'Le'm'_w,'; s0 the dl'Ll;:_g‘lﬁi.‘-‘., who
profess to keep whatever articles are in request, are obliged
to retain in their shops the drugs and compositions which,
although they are rejected by the colleges, still enjoy their
ancient |‘L'}111t;|t'su11; and retail customers, who have been ac-
customed to the taste of anv popular medicine, will prefer
the hh”ki where Illc-_\,' can procure the article with its old fla-
vour, of which an mstance occurs in paregoric elixir, in
which the college has discarded the oil of anise-seed, which
the retailer must either put In, or sce many of his enstemers
carry thl_'-lr' I]Jl!m"!_.' to some uLFu‘l' ,‘:]lr]p. “'IJ!'I'[' 1!:1:1.' F].‘I‘.' |'¢'.~;~:
obedience to the mandates of the college. "The author would
also have willingly given all the compositions that have
ever been inserted in the Pharmacopeeia, although not used
at present, for the sake of those who read the old authors,
as the Pharmacopeeias themselves are difficult to be pro-
cured : but this would of necessity have added to the ex-
tent of the work, which has exceeded the Limit that was set
to it.

There is now first published, under most of the offici-
nals, the method which the wholesale druggists of London
actually use in making them. 1In giving these receipts the
author has lll]“'.l..'ii the :Jl'ig"lrml w&-igll!:c‘ &e. as this affords a
hint as to the quantity which is consumed.

Another class of rvruil:—t:-‘» which has never vet been f’”}"
lished so die-:limrtf_y as in the present work, is the substitution
of cheaper drugs for dearer ones, or the reduction in price
of sundry articles : this by many is styled adulteration, and
all the topies of vituperative rhetoric are lavished upon the
]pl'.’lt'L‘:l't'.. and very jllr:ti_\', when the substitutes or reduced
articles are sold at the same price as those which the drug-
erists |t't']‘lrlil':l”_‘\' distinguish Ill'..' the appellation verum: this,
however, is a practice, of which no house of respectability
would be guilty. These substitutes and reduced articles
are manufactured for two i[t.-sL'l"I]'-!'lnns of customers ; first,
for those very clever persons in their own conceit, w

10 are
fond of haggling, and nsist on buying better bargains than
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other E’L”[’l"ﬂ shutting their eyes to the defects of an arucle,
s0 that l||a.|, can ;11|m, the duliuhl of ;_{ulll‘!“ it lilulp and,
hl._‘i,_.{!lll“\-‘ for those persons, w Ew being but bad paymasters,
yet, as the druggist for his own credit cannot charge more
than the usual price of the article, he must therefore dete-
riorate it in value to make up for the risk he runs, and the
long credit he must give.

“Havi ing thus explained what may be found in this work,
it remains to say a few words upon some cireumstances con-
||L>|_|L'{| 1.'.11]1 th:- gene 1'1] nature of it.

A frequent source of error arises from the weights with
which the apothecaries ought to compound their medicines
being diffecent from that In which they buy and sell, so that
I_I;U, ~,htmld have both I:JE. s, whereas, the -fum and silver
H'll]ll]l‘\. who also use the Troy, not only l.umpnumi but also
buy and sell by it, and therefore require only that pile.
"'I_H]ll_ HLI]( Mers }l{t‘-t }J]"[]}!(I*lll to ]l'llH‘l]\- th]‘\ h‘, 1111_]”!{“( |.|.]'|'
a new ]Jli(‘ decimally divided, but this “would :mi' inerease
the confusion, unless we muic! suppose, that a legislative
act, like the waving of a magician’s wand, or the stroke of
a ]'Iﬂ.lli"lllllll 5 H\\.Ul‘-:] could mmnﬂt' all the old authors to the
new standard : and both the pniuitl al scales would be very
awkward to reduce to the decimal standard, which has the
inconvenience of havi nng t.‘r!lll.\- two divisors without remainder K,
viz. 2 and 5: as well Thu avoirdupois, which seems to have
been formed by the common traders, from the continual bi-
section of a horse-load, taking a new integer whenever the
fractional (‘:\c]}l've-:rahm became ill{_’l!il\'{}ll‘lt‘llt.; as the ']_'rn}_'.
which seems to be a scientific weight, invented in the hierar-
chal colleges of Iran or Xgypt, by the multiplication of the
wui;_rhl. of some standard seed little liable to sariation, h}r
twelve, its multiples or aliquot parts, those numbers being
chosen, that the integers thence arising might admit of as
many « divisors as lmsalhlv without rem: umhh being left. 1f
it were thought absolutely necessary to have the I:undvl.tl
and arithmetical scales the same, it would be far casier to in-
troduce a -:iumhnuy and even a hexadenary scale of nota-
tion, which would improve arithmetic, and merely oblige
persons of education to learn a couple nI new nuﬂllplualmn

Jhln..&-, I_]1.m to .1]t._r 1|1; \\{,Jght to \\lluh lh(' common |un|1|t
hav been accustomed. It ‘Ir-. however, only when the com-
momn puuml of sixteen ounces is Illl.'lll\'l.‘l'IL'll.ll-\' taken for the
Troy pound of twelve ounces that the error in respect to the
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composition of medicines 1s of any great conscqwence ; upon
this account 1t were to be wished that the college in their
future editions would avoeid that source of error, by directing
ounces only, without any mention of pounds by weight; for,
in using the common ounces, with the drachms, scruples,
and grains of the Troy, or with the ]:I{I[Ii(l measures, the
ratio of error is only as 101 to 111, which is very trifling ;
and if those that use the common \'.'r'lg}m-: were to add an
ounce overweight to every ten, whenever the smaller eights,
or liquid measures, are used in the same composition, the
error would be rendered very inconsiderable, because 11 oz.
;1\'1:}!111&{1054 differ uu]}-‘ Iz‘v o, _\‘II“.H from 3x '!'r'n_\',

As physicians do not themselves prepare the medicines
lhn'_\-' exhibit to their patients, it is very convenient for them to
intimate to the neighbouring retailers whom the sick employ
for this purpose, the medicines they are likely to order, and
the mode in which they wish certain compounds, which re-
quire time for their preparation, should be kept ready in the
shops: this, and this alone, is the true office of a Pharma-
copoeia.

Before the publication of local Pharmacopeeias, the apo-
thecaries L‘a'l:t n their .‘-Illrflri the six ]'cJ]Inuing books: Awvi-
cenna on Simples: Serapion on the same subject; Simon
Januensis De :‘:".’11fill_‘,'lll-t:<. and Ins Quid pro quo ; the Liber
Servitoris of Bulchasim Ben Aberazerin, treating of the
preparation of minerals, plants, and animals, the type of
the chemical part of the modern pharmacopeeias; the Anti-
dotarium of Johannes Damascenus or Mesue, arranged in
classes like the Galeniecal part of our present l‘hall":]i.'l('n]n LIAs:
and the Antidotarium of Nicolaus de Salerno, containing
these Galenical compounds, arranged alphabetically, of which
there were two editions in use: in the common edition, or
Nicolaus parvus, as it was called, several of the composi-
tions of the Nicolaus magnus were omitted, and these that
were retained were divected to be made upon a smaller scale
than in the other. ;

'The London College of Physicians first published, or
rather distributed amongst the apothecaries, a Pharmaco-
pegia of their own in May 1618, selected from the two latter
of these works, with a few additions from the modern au-
thors then in repute ; but this work was found so full of
errors. that it was obliged to be called in immediately, the
whole impression cancelled, and a new edition published in

L B i1
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December following. This Pharmacopeeia was published,
like all the succeeding ones, in Latin, being intended, in
the language of the preface, for the filii Apollinis only.
Indeed the college appear to have been very angry with Cul-
peper for translating it and the works of the principal authors
on medicine into the vulgar tongue, refusing him, as it
should seem, although educated at Cambridge, a license to
practise, and thus converting him into a bitter enemy. Un-
ﬁ)l‘lllll:lh‘]}u the great popularity of his writings, still con-
sidered as classical amongst the common people, gave a cur-
rency to his opinions, and exposed the college to much ob-
IU{III",': while the difficulties originally placed upon an ad-
mission into the college, with a view to confine the members
to a small number, like the contemporaneous monopoly of
the proctors of the civil and canon law, naturally led those who
found themselves excluded to endeavour to evade its powers,
at first by merely advising their patients to buy some medicine
which “ had been preseribed by a member of the college for
a similar complaint:" a practice which some physicians, as
Daffy, Goddard, &ec. in Charles the Second’s reign endea-
voured to counteract, by ordering a nostrum, which could
only be had at their own house, or that of a confidential
agent, in most of their prescriptions, communicating, how-
ever, the preparation to their fellow-members of the college
under the seal of secrecy; while others, as Merrett, fur-
nished their patients with the necessary medicines, without
any other charge than their usual fee. Afterwards the un-
licensed practitioners or apothecaries did not think it neces-
sary to confine themselves to recommending the prescriptions
of physicians, but acted upon their own judgments, espe-
cially when the House of Lords decided the case of the
College v. Rose, for selling medicines not ordered by a phy-
sician to a patient, in their favour ; so that the desirable ob-
jeet of the college forming a society which should inelude all
medical practitioners, with the exception of those of bad
moral character, failed, by their confining the admission al-
most exclusively to those adorned with human learning,
since this is certainly not essential to success in practice ; and
requiring in all cases, instead of an annual subscription
with the option of compounding for it, a fine for a licenses
which excluded the poorer practitioners however skilful ;
not considering how much better it were to have had poor
physicians for their brethren than to convert rich apothecaries




PREFACE.

into rivals. It scems as if the college were afterwards
sensible of their error by their publishing a statute, inviting
unlearned practitioners to come in, and be examined in the
vulgar tongue, in any part of physie they might choose, and
offering to license them for that department if found qualified.
At present their terms of entrance, although the highest in
rank of the three medical corporations, are the most liberal,
requiring only two years' residence in' the university, either
British or foreign, where they graduate, and even this is
now and then dispensed with in favour of persons of
known ability, instead of the five years’ apprenticeship,
followed by six or twelve months’ subsequent hospital study
within the British isles, required by the others. Whe-
ther this state of medical practice is of advantage to the
yublic may be doubted, as, from the mode adopted to
cvade the laws respecting it, by charging only for the
medicines sent in, patients are frequently obliged to swal-
low more medicines than are necessary, that the apothe-
cary, or dispensing practitioner, may be compensated for his
attendance. Those medicines must, in most cases, be made
unpalatable, lest the patient should conceive himself to be
furnished with mere slops for the sake of a charge being
made:; and as the medicines are prepared by the practitioner
himself, a patient standing in some peculiar ciréumstances
may be poisoned without much-danger of detection. It is
but a few years since a respectable practitioner, in the west
of England, was tried for this crime, to which he was sup-
josed to be impelled by the desire of hastening the receipt
of the patient’s property. Against all these disadvantages
the public have only the convenience of having medical
attendance and medicines upon credit. Itis Ijrthﬁitlg strange
that the House of Lords, as a member of the same legis-
lature which endeavours to secure the goodness of our lea-
thern manufactures, by strictly forbidding the union of a
butcher, tanner, and currier, in the same person, that they
may Serve as checks upon one another, did not, in their de-
cision upon Rose’s case, perceive the still greater danger that
arose from allowing the compatibility of medical practice
with the dispensing of medicines, which has long been for-
bidden in some of the best regulated continental states. This
danger has been greatly increased of late by the almost uni-
versal junction of midwifery with apothecary practice, since
midwifery accustoms the general practitioner to consider the

wd
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saving or destruction of a human life-as a mere matter of
calculation ; as also by the recent extension of our know-
ledge respecting 1'1‘:;-‘-'1.'.|hf(§ poisons, and by the great atten-
tion which is now called to the subject by the study of me-
dical jurisprudence, there being reason to apprehend, from
the ‘imitative habits of mankind, that reading detailed ac-
counts of crimes rouses in some cases the latent sparks of
vice, and serves to perfect badly inclined persons in de-
vising the securest modes of effecting their purpose. And
this union of midwifery with apothecary practice does
not, from the bills of mortality, appear to be attended
with those advantages to the female sex, and their rela-
tives, that might reasonably be expected from the union of
modern physiological and pathologieal theory with prac-
tice since, although it appears, from Dr, Heberden’s obser-
vations, that the after-treatment of the poor in lying-in
hospitals has been very much improved, and the great mor-
tality that formerly occurred in them, probably from puer-
peral fever, reduced, and brought down to be fully as low
as In private practice, or even lower, yet in the thirty years
from 1728 to 1758, both inclusive, during which women
were almost exclusively employed, out of 759,122 deaths,
6481 took place in child-bed, or rather more than eight in
every thousand; while in the eight years from 1807 to
1814 inclusive, when the apothecary-menmidwives were as

--.\-:“ll:si\'v!y employed, out of 147,304 deaths, 1404 were in
child-bed, or little less than ten in each thousand deaths,
which, when extended to the whole mortality of the king-
dom, is an annual increase of upwards of 250 deaths in child-
bed. Now this increase in mortality can scarcely be attri-
buted to any other cause, but either the apothecary, who
unites midwifery with medical practice, through his anxiety
to. attend his medieal patients, is unconsciously led to unduly
hasten the delivery, or that he serves as a means of com-
munication of febrile contagion while the female is in a state
peculiarly liable to receive its influence. The separation,
therefore, of the two !}I'.'l[fl'li't‘.\i SeCmMs im]wri:m:"l_-,' called for:
and as, at present, the majority of apothecaries are disgusted
at midwifery, and practise it only out of necessity, this would
not be attended with anv detriment, since, if rendered
incompatible, what one practitioner lost by giving up his
midwifery, would be made up in the increase of his me-
dical practice through that rejected by him who made
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choice of midwifery: and as operative midwifery is evi-
dently a branch of surgery, the practice of it would
enable the pure surgeons to live out of large cities, and thus
extend the benefit of their help beyond its present limits.

The design of a Pharmacopeeia, peculiar to London and
its environs, seems to have arisen from Sir Theodore: May-
erne, the then President of the College, who being also
founder of the Distillers’ Company, procured, in 1689, the
Ijuhlic.ql,iun of a similar work, The London Ihistller, for
that business, written indeed in the vulgar tongue, but still
more carefully guarded from the profane eyes of the unini-
tiated, as not only the more common materials, and the quan-
tities, were (.'!i]ll'i:.‘i:-SL'Li by characters usually employed in other
significations, but the very compositions themselves were
merely numbered, to which a secret reference was made by
characters from an alphabetical index; the key to all these cha-
racters being only given upon a loose paper to the freemen :
but as these loose papers have been pasted into the books,
and the books sold by the representatives of deceased mem-
bers, the secrets have thus been revealed.

To this original Pharmacopeeia some additions were made
in 1627 and 1685, and in 1650 an improved edition came
forth, to which further additions were made in 1677. No
alterations of much consequence, however, were made until
1720, when a new edition was published under the auspices
of Sir Hans Sloane: he being a botanist, the botanieal
names of the plants were added to the officinal names, which
was a great improvement, but in some measure counterba-
lanced by the roots, woods, barks, gums, rosins, and other
parts or products of plants being huddled together under
the general title of vegetables, with only a note in the mar-
gin of the parts or products in use. In the older editions,
fructus cardam. minoris, and semina card. min. were enu-
merated separately among the drugs, and the latter ordered
in the compositions ; but in this and the succeeding editions,
semina only are reckoned among the drugs, and semina de-
corticata ordered in the compositions, a mode of expression
which is evidently erroneous. The simple distilled waters
were now first directed of an uniform strength, viz. 815 of
green herb to the gallon: the sweete.ed spints, or cordials
and ratafias, were omitted; brandy ordered where proof
spirit would now be used; and several syrups, ointments,
plaisters, and similar compositions which had gone out of
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use among the profession in London, were omitted. although
it is probable that many practitioners still 1‘111}:]1!_\-.-{| them,
as we know that some are even now retained by private
practitioners ; yet it is evident that the object of the college
i all these ]’]lfu'nl;lrupJt-i;[:-', was not to direct the practice of
the kingdom, but simply to inform the retailers what com-
positions they would do well to keep ready in their shops.
In a new edition, Il[]l)li.‘-’llt‘!! in 17 5, the system of eur-
tailment, begun by the Edinburgh College in 1738, was
pursued to a considerable extent, no compound being ad-
mitted but what had a majority of voices in favour of its
insertion ; it was also at first proposed to omit the drugs en-
tirely, then to give only a list of those used in making up
the compounds in the work ; and at last a list was made out
of those which the majority of the committee supposed
to be the most efficacious, and the botanical names were
omitted. It is from this period that we may date the decline
of pharmacological knowledge among the profession. A
great fear of poisons seems to have been predominant in the
minds of the compilers ; among other instances, the black-
cherry water, one of the few distilled waters that have any
marked action, and usually made 1215 of the fruit with the
stones to the gallon, was discarded, because when made with
716 of stones only to the pint it was poisonous. Great
pains were bestowed in restoring the compositions of the
ancients to their original names and composition, and in
throwing out the superfluous ngredients which a succession
of ages had introduced into the shop medicines, so that it
may be truly said, that in regard to the syrops, oils, oint-
ments, pills, electaries, and other formula of what is called
Galenical pharmacy, this edition is still the best hitherto
published. In the department usually called the chemical,
it was less happy: the most remarkable feature is the
changes of name now for the first time introduced : the con-
sequence of this arrangement cannot but be called unhappy,
for before this time there existed an intercommunion between
the several European nations that used the Latin language,
by which the pharmacy of one nation was in some degree
common to all; but this communication now began to be
interrupted by local dialects being introduced. Respecting
the curtailments that were thus made in this edition, it may
be observed, that the object of a pharmacopeeia being to fix

the composition of whatever medicines a physician mmght be
b
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likely to order, it is evident that the very contrary course to
that pursued by the committee ought to have been adopted,
and that instead of quoting those drugs, and ordering those
compositions only which received the approbation of the ma-
jority of the committee, they ought rather to have retained
every drug and composition which was not unanimously
rejected by the whole college, since the medicines which
might be ordered by the minority of the committee, or the
other members, might, if their practice were extensive, be as
frequently required as any of those that were retained, so
that the real duty of these committees seems to be confined
to correcting any defects in the standing medicines of the
.‘ill(]l]}.‘i, to the l'l‘jl't’li{lll of those cut'lt'n']_\' [Ji_n-a;:]utt', and the
addition of whatever new compositions may be proposed by
any of the members, after the best general mode of pre-
paring them has been discussed: nor does it seem necessary to
wait for a new edition for the regulation of these additions,
which, when very active, as Prussic acid, vinum colchiei,
and the hke, require an uniformity of preparation to be
speedily instituted, as an official communication might be
made to the society of apothecaries, the different medical
Jjournals, and the teachers of materia medica, for the in-
tormation of the profession.

As the edition of 1745 excelled in Galenic pharmacy,
the next, of 1788, may be regarded as the best compen-
dium of chemical pharmacy the college has produced: al-
though some new names were introdueed, they were formed
by Bergmann on the true Latin modulé, and such as the
improved state of that science called for: hence they were
inmlu{'l:llcl_\' ;ulca]:l('tl without a murmur h_-,' the tli‘u;jg{].\_-‘!ﬁ,
and still preferred by them. 1In the Galenical l.'l'l'l'l]}i{l.\'.:tllilil'l:-}
simplicity was pursued to the utmost, and probably to an
injurious extent, since it is well known that a mixture of
drugs will frequently have more effect than the same quan-
tity of either of them separately, and a mixture of spices is
more agreeable than any of them alone. The very com-
pound medicines which had formed the principal instruments
of physicians for 2000 years, and some probably twice that
period, were discarded ; on the other hand, a few powerful
drugs, which the college in 1745 had considered as Ppoisons,
were restored to the materia medica. T'wo secretly amended
impressions of this edition were afterwards put forth, a cir-
cumstance that was productive of error,
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The edition of 1809 is chiefly remarkable for the entire
:ldripti:m of the French chemical nomenclature, in which it
must be allowed that the college has avoided the solecism of
their Scotch and Irish brethren, by giving the new words
the gender they would have had, had they been Latin words,
or could be legitimately formed by analogical derivation, It
does not appear that :1{1}' necessity existed for this condescen-
sion, since, although our experimental chemists had adopted
this innovation, as being more conversant with the French
authors, than with the 1788 edition of the Pharmacopceia,
mn which a regular nomenclature of salts had been reduced
to actual use, yet the Germans, who, both by prescriptive
right, and real merit, were entitled to take the lead in che-
mistry, did then, and do still, refuse to debase their own
language, or their Latin works, with such limping barba-
risms as sulphas, tartras, &c.; and even the French school
of mineralogy, little as that nation is inclined to adopt fo-
reign usages, follow the nomenclature of Bergmann: nor is
this the only change of names introduced in this edition ;
many others occur, even in the drugs; as resina abietis,
which had in the old editions and in foreign authors been
used for Strasburgh turpentine, was made to signify frank-
Incense; so pix arida, which was constantly used for com-
mon black pitch, was applied to white or Burgundy pitch,
except that in the unguentum picis aridee it must be taken
in its old sense, as otherwise the compound would not an-
swer to its English name of black basilicon. It is also evi-
dent, that in the directions for tinctura rhaei, the quantities
of water and spirit of wine were counterchanged ; and in
copying those for oxydum antimonii, from the Dublin Phar-
macopeeia, an ounce of nitric acid was directed instead of a
drachm, by which the process was rendered uncertain, if
not impracticable, and a most violent emetic sometimes pro-
duced, sometimes a mild diaphoretic. A preference was
evidently given, in ordering the chemical preparations, to
the moist way, with the idea of enabling the apothecaries
o prepare this class of medicines themselves; but in fact
the college might more properly have put the whole of them
mto the drugs, merely noticing the strength of some of them,
as they have done with oil of vitriol and spirit of wine ; and
following the old models of Mesue and Nicolaus, confined
their directions to the Galenic department, since the chemi-
cals are usually prepared in the country, where house-room,
b 2
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labour, and fuel are r]'u-::ln, by manufacturers. who totally
disregard the directions of the collere, and then exchanged

with the London l{!'lltl'wh[-. for foreien articles [t 15 more
aver \'--J| known, that few lim:hu aries |]l]:l]]l even Iiu
tinctures and 111 usters iiltll:-:[ux those o ]L|-|| pr welice
not I::l\lllf,!; time, and those who have time to spare not con-
suming a sufficient quantity to make it worth their while,
especially as the waste increases in proportion as the quan-
tity pre pared at once is less: this, then, being the case, the
chemicals are still less likely ever to be pre pnni by the apo-
thecaries themselves, u|1-.u‘1||'. as these, like the plaisters,
require a certain facility of manipulation, the manus ocu-
lata of Becher, which can only be .-u.'qll'm «l by continual
l'll' l(‘llt'm : he --lllt": nlElt‘h of the I'IL]J] of {h._mn.ll processes
dvinmtx upon their concatenation with others carried on in
the same laboratory, to make the waste of one process serve
as the ingredients for another, a circumstance that cannot be
unl:-lllrht] }H the Hl“l‘l_g{'_ as :!L‘!u'll:ill[ﬁ_{ upon an 1||||]H1L‘
variety of circumstances, but which has a most material in-
fluence upon the price at which the articles can be brought
into the market: and 1t may be added, that the thi]lll.t.il‘w
are always dentical, or m-:n']_\' so, in whatever manner they
are }:i'{'iﬁzn'wl. 1
The Pharmacopeeia printed m 1815 is only a corrected
impression of the edition of' 1809 ; the pub ]um given to
the emendation is highly commendable. In this pix arida is
stll used for Burgundy ]Jihln and the black basilicon or-
dered, by the new name of unguentum resinge nigre, to be
made with resina nigra ; whether  this ; 15 meant to sieni
])l U.L }Itli.h .t- Enmnrl\ {!!Iuh{i .lnt] \ll” l]aml h\ the III'||||
?_:r-.l.

| or common brown rosin, hi-
therto denoted lil\' resing r]':}_{t'.'i,, |H]1 ‘.’.‘||ic|| u‘i“ not commil-
nicate much colour, is not explained.

As to the |lllﬂl1ll.l al Ph; lI.I]I.lilJ}JH] 18, the older editions
of the Edinburgh were scarce :ly known in England until the
one puh]iwhui m 1738; and to that colle ge |||n!n1f', belongs
the demerit of curtailing the medical stores of nature, in
which they were so Ll||1nlllm.1h]} followed by the London
college, in their edition of 1745. The Edinburgh, pub-
lished 1805, was the first to adopt the French chemical no-
menclature, and followed even the idiom of that ]tnwli.im
in making the names in as masculine. This edition is also
remarkable for its sesquipedalian names, and affordg a strik-
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ing L"CCIF[]}I]{' of the fondness of the Scotch authors for the
|llt|llll]'. of technical language. In an emendated edition
publis hed in 1817, these names are -J1-f||r[\ shortened. The
Dublin of 1807 is in general a copy of the London edition

|THH; but in the chemical 1:.‘11'[. the French nomencla-
ture was :nhr[mu.l, the names in as being used, according to
the English idiom, in the neuter gender. An attempt was
made in this Pharmacopaeia to furnish the r:-.||.'ri||:a.uh-r
with pure chemical agents, as well as the physician with che-
mical medicines.

To enforce the pe srformance of the directions of the Phar-
macopeeia, the censors of the college, the wardens of the apo-
thecaries, and those of the grocers, were empowered to
search the shops of .'1}1ulhr:"11'u~. in and about London, to de-
stroy all they found unf: uthtull\, prepared, and even fine the
parties. While the apothecaries were only dispensers, this
regulation could be strietly enforced, but when they changed
mnto {]|-|un~.mnr |1|‘1:1mml{~:« and chemists and dnump.p,
f‘ll!']!t’(l \i'lll-])- under the sanection of the [:llkhltl 1ns, to a.um)]!,
the }ni 1ce n[ Iiu {I!{I d!mlltu.l;l(ﬁ for :lhlulhilllr, .||1(] .r[-«n -.n[ |
pe rllmu.l\ il‘.x stufls, !}.unlw, &e. this }umn of examination,
when not employed as a means of vexation, as in James
Goodwin's ecase, dwindled of necessity into a mere recom-
mendation to use better articles: as the retailer can assert
that his customers Ii"EllIllt‘ the deterioration of the .Illt:]{'
being unwilling to give more than a certain price, a Pi"'l
which 1s IIIII.El] 1.1L|||h1lu| wy the ch: anges in the names of the
compositions, so that the articles asked for by retail cus-
tomers can seldom be legally considered as those now pre-
scribed by the college; or that in practising medicine he
conceives the .||I_1|.111|m to be of .'uiv:mtu;_{m to his own pa-
tients; or that 1hv\, are not |1L‘:~igﬂr:l for medical use, but
for some other purpose: hence the present mode of examin-
ation 1s of necessity confined to asking for the articles
used Tn. him in -:!1-111‘11“11-1‘ ]nn'xnllillmah .ule this admits of
an easy evasion, by l-.upmcf a small stock of choice articles.
This power of examining drugs, &c. being lodged in the So-
ciety of Apothecaries, has l.-\ulul much lll mll since they
have subseribed a stock to supply the public with drugs and
Hilll}:uum]h. and it has been .ku;;gmhd, that 1t 18 urntml}
to the general principles of British legislation, that a €orpo-

ration tt.uhnur themselves on a common |m[11 stock 1n any
articles ‘-]ll!ul{ be constituted examiners of them when kept for
b3
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sale by others, especally as an nlumuu has become eurrent
among the hnmlm-\, that there 1s an intention to oblige all
the licensed .lEJ[)III(‘t‘lIIUh to }:111:|I.hc their medicines at the
Society’s hall, as in some continental states; but this is cer-
tunl\' a mere surmise, the nilwprmlr of the u}hllchlllnu with
whie h the late J\}Illt}tkhllln 3 Act has been received.

This Act, repe: aling the power of the Society of Apo-
thecaries of exammning medicines in shops, houses, cellars,
&ec. in and about I.Umiun, substitutes for it the power of
;‘{41:|.'min-r the medicines 1 the * shop or shops™ of .t]u:i]u'
caries limnwll England or Wales, with power of fining the
party if the "“medicines are not found good, the first time 52,
the second 10 and uu\ sLeC ‘lrlmnr offence 200, It is
t\pltwl} declared § 5, to be ¢ the dm\ of every person
usmg or exercising the .lt‘t tm{l mystery of an .1put]|m ary, to
prepare with exactness, and to dispense such medicines as
may be directed for the sick by any physician lawfully li-
censed to practise physic;” and it directs apothecaries re-
fusing to compound, or unfaithfully compounding such
medicines, to be fined upon the -:nmEJ] unt of a ]rln'wm ., the
first time uf. the second 107 and the third to be rendered in-
capable of practising ““ as an apothecary,” unless he pro-
mises, and gives sufficient security, not to offend in future,
Persons not 'L[I‘uul}' n [H"tl‘l]t'n' n Aug. 1, 1815, to be ex-
amined by twelve persons, ap ]:umlul Ew the “'-UULH‘!, t,,l Apo-
thecaries * to ascertain the -LLII and abilities of such person
or ]Jl, rsons I||_ tl[{.’ hﬂ_!t nce d"(l Iii.ll-ul c U[ |'|1L'lh£]nl.'.| .ln(l hl.\ or
therr fitness and qualification to practise as an apothecary :”
who are “ empowered either to njw't such person, or to
grant a certificate of his qualification.” None to be allowed
but those who are twenty-one years ol ], who have served an
apprenticeship of not le ss than five years to an apothecary, and
who shall pwthiw testimonials of a sufficient medical educa-
tion and of good moral conduct. Assistants who have not
served a five years apprenticeship to be examined either by
the society, or by apothecaries to be appointed in each
county for that purpose. Each apothecary to pay 10 10s.
for a license for London and ten miles mumL or 6. Gs. for
a country license, and 4/. 4s. in addition if he removes to
London, and each assistant 2. 29, Apothecaries acting
without hicense, to forfeit 207, for each ufh‘llt.k‘, and assist: ants
5l and not to recover ¢ Il"lig_'e-x in any court of ]l“ unless it
is first prov ed on the trial that he is duly ilremccl, or was in
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practice before Aug. 1, 1815. If the examiners refuse a
license to a person, he may apply again in not less than six
months for an apothecary’s license, or three months for an
assistant’s, and ** if on such re-examination he” appears * to
be properly qualified,” the examiners to grant a license. (No
mention 1s made of T(':-'l!'t'.[iﬂ]], on this re-examination, nor of
any other than this second application.) A list to be pub-
lished annually of those licensed in that preceding year, with
their respective residences. The money for licenses to be-
!Uu,q to the Society of Apothecaries, but the penalties for
offences to be given, half to the informers and half to the
society. Penalties above 5/. recoverable by action, in the
name of the master, &c. of the society, in any court of re-
cord, and under 5/. by distress, by warrant from any justice
of the peace, and if not sufficient distress, the person to be
imprisoned without bail for a time not exceeding a calendar
month; (how a penalty of exactly 5. is to be recovered
does not appear on the Act.) “ Notto prejudice or in any
way affect the trade or business of a chemist and druggist
in the buying, preparing, compounding, dispensing, and
vending drugs, medicines, and medicinable compounds,
wholesale and retail; but all persons using and exercising
the same trade or business, shall and may use, exercise, and
L‘il.rr}r on '.h('.' same tr.'l'.l'..' .'Ln(l IJIIH-IHI:EF i-I] Snuh manner as
fully and amply, to all intents and purposes, as the same
trade or business was used, exercised, or carried on by che-
mists and druggists before the passing of this Act.” The
rights and privileges of the Umversities, and the Colleges
of Physicians and of Surgeons, and the Society of Apothe-
caries, are fully reserved, and all actions limited to six
months next after the fact committed, or the ceasing thereof
if there was a continuation,

This Act has had the singular fortune of being violently
opposed, as insufficient, by those who were its onginal pro-
moters, of being estcemed as a burden by many of those
whom it was meant to benefit, and of being looked upon with
indifference by those against whom it was intended to act.
The original idea of the Act arose from the ancient and in-
terminable dispute respecting the comparative merit of a pub-
lic or private education, or as applied to medicine, between
the methodics, who acquire their knowledge by attending the
pnllml'w. schools of medicine, and practise upon the general
principles there promulgated, and the empirics, who acquire
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skill by the practical instruction of a private master, or by
solitary study, practising at first gratuitously, and afterward

when then character IS f'.\l::,h“k.'lc'-l.ll:a'n-lng'|i|. ir knowle [].5_{(' o
attempt principally en the part
of some country apothecaries, to end the

account ; and was in fact an
: lispute by erush-
ing the latter with the strong arm of power, The more
|HH']':L| ideas of the London fi'E“ﬂ]u'{';|'r'iL'~:. accustomed to the

rivalry of the physicians, surgeons, and chemists and drug-
zﬂ-f-'-'“-“‘a.?“""'" I“”i”k"ili-'lll"_‘r' that the original draft would never
pass through the Legislature, being, in fact, no other than
the very modest proposal that saving the rights of the phy-
sicians and surgeons as to practice in and about London,
but cancelling those of the universities, the present dis-
pensing  practitioners and their future apprentices should
have the sole right of giving any medical advice to a sick or
hurt person, or of compounding or even selling any thing to
be used as a medicine, or of practising midwifery, and thus
to establish a l'[J]!riliL'lk' Monope nle of medicine,
midwifery, each in his own neighbourhood, while the poorer
classes who could not afford to pay as liberally as their
:.u}u.-i'iur_"1 were to be Ill'_\_‘\']t'{'tl‘.t]. or

surgery, and

, what is m':u'jlr equiva-
lent when 1in a state of sickness, being {irpri\'u:i of the
advice and assistance of those in whom they place con-
fidence, might conceive themselves to be neglected ; while in
those thinly peopled distriets which did not yield sufficient em-
ploymeiit to support a practitioner who could afford the ex-
pense of an hospital education in London, and that of a license,
were either to be left without assistance, or if any person
not of their fraternity dared to apply his skill to that effect,
he was to lie at the tender mercies of a common
subject to the very high penalties that still
rorem in the Act., far exceeding those for I
in London without a license.

informer,
remain in ter-
Ir'ill'lihillf._l" '-h\'air

o be altered, and re-
as apothecaries,” with an
EXpress declaration that it did not extend to the chemists and
druggists, whose shops arein general confounded with those
of the apothecaries, and whose business differs no otherwise
than that with the modern apothecary, medical

The Act, therefore, was obliged 1
stricted to those who ¢ pr:u'li\'r

. practice
is the principal object, retail and dispensing the w-rrnrrti;n-_\-;
while with the chemist and druggist, or old apothecary, re-
tail and |i]-i|i||‘2i.!ll=_"' are the }IJ'i]I{']]P;!J_. and Jm'[!n':l| !rL';[t'tiE‘{'.
llgl}\li'\.‘ confined to the counter or to a few personal ac-
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qn'lillt'll'tcv the '-:(‘m'ul'n'\'; a fortior, the midwives, her-
balists, cuppers, barbers, electricians, galvanisers, dentists,
ferriers, veterinary surgeons, village wisemen, cow-leeches,
and the rest of the second .Jlnl third eousins to the direct de-
scendants of Apollo and ACsculapius, are left in full }:uw.a-
sion of their ancient pra 1wctice, and may be e mlnnnui I'-'. those
who place confidence in them, as liu\ cannot be confounded
with .J}ml]lu aries, 1]1HIIHJI the chemist and ciwm"hI may.

The originators of ‘the Bill are displeased with the sup-
posed .ulll).;;ml_\ of the words, “ to }H.li.i]"-\.‘ s ~111-i|1!11]lt-—
cary.” Tt is true that it took 150 years of litigation, to
determine the meaning of the }:hmw “ to practise physie,”
as used mm the -t'11ult=ui 15 Henry \111 whether it pre-
vented a seller of medicines from calling upon the sick to
know what n‘utllumm |w thnunht piul:m 1-11‘ their case, send-
ing these in, again calling to inspect their action, .3I'I(E thus
repeating his visits and sales: which the Court of " King’s
Beneh determined in the affirmative, but when carried into
the House of Lords they decided 1 a in the negative. Whe-
ther ¢ to i“clltl"!l‘ as an ;qru[hu ary™ will take as [nnﬂ' to deter-
mine must be left to time: in the only prosecution hitherto
brought into court, the m aning of the phrase was not a
~1|l:|ul of dispute, although it should seem a far better plea
than the one 'llhuplml |1\, the defendant might have been
founded upon it, he hc'm;_k evidently a cow-lec ch, and there-
fore, unless he had assumed to himself in some public man-
ner the title of an apothecary, not within the Act.

As the examinations and license of the College of Phy-
sicians are to assure the public that if a patient should
send for a licentiate, who is not known to him or his
Iriends, there is a moral ]nuh 1}5|]|I\, that this 11]11. sician will

be found deserving of their confidence, so the object of

this Act is certainly to give the public a similar assurance,
that a person who exercises the medical profession under
the title of an d}:nﬂlu:"‘:r\ has gone t]'ut:u”h a certain
routine of education and examinations, and may there-
fore be reasonably judged ¢ 1thln f performing what is
required from him in that profession; whereas, in com-
mitting themselves to the care of others, patients do it
at their own peril, and are guarded only by the general re-
sponsibility of all practitioners to the common law of the
land, which gives damages to those injured through their
gross neglect ; but as the privileges of the college do not
hinder .l|:t:l|m..u ies, according to the above decision of the
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House of Lords, from practising in a different manner, in
order that the public may not mistake the proper rank of the
]n‘:u:llltinnur, so it seems probable, especially since the re-
peated rejection of the Surgeons’ Bill, that the Legislature
neither does nor will become a party to establish a medical
monopoly l.h]'(lllg']"]::ll_ll, the eountry, but intends to leave the
practice of medicine and surgery open to free and honour-
able competition, only preventing persons from practising
under the cover of a title by which they are liable to be con-
founded with others who have gone through a certain regular
initiation. The history of medicine, like that of other arts,
exhibits instances of persons, as Sydenham, Boerhaave,
and others, who were originally bred in other profes-
sions, and some, as Thomas Willis, and Verheyen, in the
most humble, who yet have proved the oruaments of the
medical faculty, and gradually attained its highest honours.

The definite meaning of the phrase © practising the
art of surgery,” or “ as a surgeon,” probably tended to
thide I.L:']g_--,:{'l{llls of the (':-.IHL'E_{U of Hllrgc:ms’ Bills, as 1t
manifestly included all who treated the sick and hurt by
manual operations, and had no saving clause in favour of the
descendants of the ancient (.‘hirll!'f_"‘i(:ﬂl practitioners, who still
survive under various names and designations; had this
clause been inserted, and the -:,'UH-.‘_QL' been content with the
prohibition of any person publicly assuming to himself the
title of a surgeon without 1its certificate, under a heavy pe-
nalty, no objection could have been made.

Many il,i'll;)thl.]{.‘ilr‘h‘_‘i themselves are averse to the provi-
sions of this Aect, considering some of them as hardships, and
are moreover apprehensive that, as the establishment of the
College of Physicians has eventually and gradually thrown
the principal part ut'_ medical practice into the hands of the
apothecaries, there is danger lest the operation of the bur-
dens imposed by this Act should in like manner deprive the
_rqx-:thwm"u}s of their present business, and throw it inta
other channels, as the cuppers, who already begin to in-
crease in number, or the chemists and druggists: but this
change, if ever it takes place, will of course be so gradual,
that the existing members will not at any time be sensible
of the injury, as the physicians did not feel any personal
inconvenience from the other change.

The first hardship complained of is that which obliges all
country :|}mthvcariers, after their apprenticeship is expired,
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to go up to London, and in general to stop there for six
months and upwards, which 1s a heavy expense, totally
out of the power of many, and in some cases attended with
the hazard of another practitioner settling during their ab-
sence in the place: hence these must of necessity either run
the hazard of an information against them, or evade the Act
by setting up as surgeons or chemists and druggists, trust-
ing to the confidence their friends and acquaintance may re-
pose in them, and thus, as their :1|p|1rn.-miuc.~a cannot in either
case be received as apothecaries, the number of the pro-
fession is ;{]‘:llhl:l“}" lessened, and that of its rivals increased.
There is, however, no other hardship in this, but what
attends all other professions and trades, in all which it fre-
quently happens that a youth who entered them full of con-
fidence, finds all his hopes blasted by the chilling hand of
poverty: and although this expense attending a license
seems to bear so much heavier upon country apothecaries
than those of London, yet, on the other hand, they have
the almost certain prospect of success in future, being free
from the competition of a multitude of others, and the ex-
pense of a few months’ residence in London is nothing to the
years a town apothecary, without introduction or purchase,
may spend before he gets into equal practice with them on
their first outset.

The second hardship relates to the stress that is laid in
the examination upon the knowledge of the Latin language,
although it be only so far as to understand the Pharma-
copeeia and physician’s preseriptions. No excuse is admitted
in this respect, although the far greater majority of the per-
sons examined are country apothecaries, who seldom have
to dispense a prescription : but it is to be considered that
this 1s the proper business of the apothecary, and that his
medical practice is only an adventitious addition. It is
also considered hard by all, that a person, after serving a
regular apprenticeship of five or even eight years, should be
I“ll'l"."l.']'itl."{l from r ’.'L}_:'il'l;-,: the reward of his servitude 11}-‘ sel=
ting up in business, on account of his ignorance of what his
master covenanted to teach him, but did not perform, and
this without some recompence. It is true that similar exa-
minations take place in other countries, but they are gene-
l'zl"}r in favour of the apilrunl'lce. If he be not found com-
petent, the master is fined so much as the wardens of
the trade think it reasonable he should give to another
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master to be fully instructed. It may p rhaps admit of some
1!11L|k11 uih'llu'l‘ llll' covenant to mstruct 1||.- -'!i.‘i'llf'{'ii”\'l' |'1|||'.'
ry of his business does not, in consequence of

in the myst
this Act, oblige the master to send his apprentice to such
, and whether a person remand-

lectures, &c. as are require
ed cannot recover by law from his quondam master the ex-
nenses incurred by such rejection.

The Act seems to render it imperative upon a licensed
;1'|.Iul1|t'1'd'.'_\' to |{§'|.']I a ~1|u1]1, at least he is liable to a fine, and
even a revocation of his license, if he refuses to dispense
the |n'.-s1_-["|pi'1un:-. of hcensed ]h;'ihk':a-]-.'-l'.tll.‘-: this 15 in conse-
quence of his original station of a pastophorus or bedell to
the temples in which the physician acted as a priest: and
was therefore entirely under his command, and ]umi.-]]:l]ah-
h:.- his ﬁup-_-:'lnr for misconduct, It may now -.'--rluir||",' be
n_-g;”-d.;;l m.-ri-l.\' as a hIJl'l'.lUFl!]llii‘ the waste of words used n
ii'll_::l[ .-'\\'l.h_, \‘r'hlll.']l serve :m]l\' Lo ‘I.Lll'l'l';l.‘\L‘ 'l]u' expense of draw-
g them up, since apothecaries, or chemists and drugemsts,
must be very scarce n a JJ-,--lg'MnmI']Huu! o ,1]|'_';_|_.'-,_- any ]'.]1\,'_
sician to endeavour the putting of this clause in force. i

It is certain that this Aet, through the vigour commu-
nicated to it by the Society of J\lmth--c-:n']-_-a. in rendering
the examination as efficient as the ume will allow, and
making 1t necessary that three of the examiners should
sign the certificate, or seven of them vote for the person
under examination being remanded, has .'11.1'1'.'“]_1.' had a good
effect, h}' obliging young .'I}Jlliht'l‘:ll'rlL'n to be more attentive
to their studies than heretofore, through the fear of being
remanded, and by bringing many to town who otherwise
might not come, and must therefore be esteemed a benefit
by all who have the honour of the Ihrutl'-\:«iun at heart.

; As to the Jm:nu}uﬂ_\' 1'(:!|tt'!l!}:§:lh1f h_\.' its ul"L,l_r%n.!i pro-
POSETs, the surgeon-apothecaries (as they call themselves in
imitation of their Scottish brethren), it 18 most ].:ru]'::lhh- that
the ],;':_['-Iril.'LlL!!'l‘ will [rause i”“.f—" betore they throw the whole
medical |rr‘.'11'l'|r.'r into the hands of one or two r:u]‘}:nl‘:{linlm,
and rr-}n-ri:lll.\ those fettered with .'l]a}n't-ul'tc't- laws, which of
necessity precludes them from receiving the accession of those
who although bred to other professions, are led by the power-
I-l;ll IIIl|'|.H.I|.Hl' [:1' :_:‘L'I|.|.|.l,"~ (8] hiL:LI_\' IlIl'{I-:i':IIh', At 1]1:' same time
it 1s pe rjlwﬂ]_\' l'll!iI]L.'i]IEl'.\ and ecan be HI1I:.|‘I'It'li to ]i‘x none,
IC expense and labour of an 1=

that those who go through t
tiation into these corporations, or a license from them, should
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be protected from any one assuming their title, and practising
under the implied supposition that he has gone through the
same,

But in respect to the cant, for no other name can be
given to it, of the danger of permitting home-bred and even
unlearned empirics to practise medicine, it may be re-
marked, that as the higher classes of society require their
usual medical adviser to possess their manners, so do the
lowest ; and although the poor may accept of the advice and
medicines given them by practitioners who rank above them
in society, vet they do it with a latent suspicion that they
are made the stll}jt:rls of experiments, and never cordially
bestow their confidence but upon those of their own rank :
nor is this peculiar to the poor in civil life, for Hamilton,
in his Regimental Surgeon, mentions the reluctance with
which soldiers report themselves sick and accept the prof-
fered aid of their medical officers, choosing rather to pur-
chase medicines out of their scanty allowance, and follow
empirical advice, until overpowered by disease, and no
longer able to conceal it.

As to the power of suppressing home-bred or even un-
learned empirics altogether, the trouble and expenses of a
lawsuit, and the obloquy that attends those who attempt to
deprive a man of the fruits of his indust ry and skill through
the want of technical formalities, are so great, that it is only
the strong stimulus of personal enmity, or a feeling that their
own interest is deeply involved in getting rid of a more
popular neighbour, that would originate a lnl'i_m.-'L-L-uthnl; hence,
while the grossest ignorance and real unskilfulness would
escape, by being clothed in the garb of poverty, especially
considering  the facility with which the poor slip f{rom
the fangs of the law by changing their residence, as it
would never be worth while in such case to hunt them out,
even if' it were possible, it is only the active and mtelligent
practitioner, like Sutton the inoculator, that would be pro-
secuted, because h‘L' his lix'igmsnln'hnntl alone could prose-
cutors be injured, or from him alone could they look for a
reimbursement of any portion of the expenses that must
be incurred ; and here the prosecutors would, as in Sutton’s
case, have to encounter every discouragement that eould be
Put upon the affair, and have to fight their way through all
the mazes and intricacies that the law could ]n\vrpmm-. with
4 court and jury decidedly hostile to their claim, and requir-
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ing the most positive enactments and evidence in their fa-
vour, and the want of success in any one lawsuit, or even
the expenses of three or four, if so many were required, al-
tlmugh tlu'-.-.— were successful, would outweigh any }aussihlc
injury that could arise from letting the matter rest as it was.

Moreover, as to the real justice of attempting the for-
cible suppression of empirics, however mortifying it must be
to the pnde of the philosopher, or the intense labours of the
scholar, truth will oblige the historian of the practice of me-
dicine to confess, with a sigh over the vanity of human
learning, that our choicest remedies, and our most approved
modes of cure, are generally, if not 11[11\'(']‘H:'L|[l';'.. derived
from empirics, and those the most unlearned ; and that,
however the methodies have laboured to explain the modes
of action, and the reasons for the effects produced, !.]IL"\-' have
done little or nothing towards the improvement of the
practice.

The surgeon-apothecaries now inform us, that seeing
the aversion of the Legislature to their proposal, they mean
to collect all the information they can of the failures and
errors of home-bred practitioners ; this is perfectly right, but
it ought to be accompanied with a confession of their own
failures, that a fair comparison may be made. Because
one empiric has been unsuccessful, or tried an experiment
which has terminated fatally, for which he may be punished,
it would be the height of injustice to endeavour to prevent
others from lnr:u‘li,ﬁiug that which seems to be the bounden
duty of every man, the alleviation of the distresses of his
fellow men, according to his ability, and which, as far as
regards medicine, every old nurse in the world has exercised
from time immemorial. Indeed no laws could prevent it,
unless perhaps all medical writings in the vulgar tongue,
the principal source of empirical information, were collected
together, burnt by the common hangman, and strictly pro-
hibited in future; or the sick, on the first accession of dis-
ease, torn from their friends, and shut up in pest-houses
and lazarettoes, The alttumpl, if we may :-'.}11-.'11( the Trm}z,
only tends to render the major part of the regular fa-
culty suspected of real ignorance, which fears the collision
of <§|nrn competition, and seeks the protection of power to
enable it to maintain the contest. It must be owned, how-
ever, that it is not a little mortifying to a practitioner, edu-
eated in the best medical schools, to see himself cast off for
4




PREFACE. TXXi

the advice of an empiric, especially as this rejection is not
confined to the soldier or the ploughman, but happens even
m the palace, where although on the first accession of dis-
ease the school-bred methodic, who practises in a general
way, is consulted, vyet if the disease proves tedious, the
confidence of the patient is shaken, and transferred to some
empiric, perhaps the most unlearned of his tribe, whose
medicines are taken and his directions followed with that im.-
plicit obedience and faith which had they been given in the
first instance to the original practitioner would have had the
desired success.

And it may be finally remarked, that the home-bred
practitioner, although he 1s frequently ignorant, because his
poverty and distance from the seats of learning oblige him to
content himself with any old medical books that may acci-
dentally fall in his way, yet he is not the enemy of the school-
bred practitioner, and in general a paltry rival, because he
scarcely practises except in remote villages, or upon the
poor who eannot afford the attendance of a regular bred
man, or in chronic cases which have been previously treated
by the school-bred practitioner until the patience of the sick
is exhausted. The real enemies of the fair practitioner, whe-
ther empiric or methodie, are those persons generally edu-
cated in what is called the regular method, who disdaining
the slow and gradual progress of industry and attention to
business, endeavour to trample down their brethren, and
thrust themselves forward to public notiee in advertisements
under real or fictitious names and titles, and thus make a
great noise in the world, although, from the heavy expense
of advertising, it is doubtful whether they really get as much
money as they might obtain by pursuing the usual course:
and still more those persons who, impelled by a commercial
rather than a philosophic spirit, become nostrum-mongers,
and, frequently in defiance of their better knowledge, recom-
mend, in pompous terms, some inert or dangerous medicine
to the notice of the sick, and thus encourage them to prac-
tise upon themselves. The most hazardous of all experi-
ments, to which the rashest trials of the most ignorant
village empiric, who derives the whole of his book-learning
from a well-thumbed copy-of some old black-letter herbal,
are comparatively safe; since in the latter case there is some
chance that his experience may enable him to perceive his
error in time to retrieve it, and at the worst a salutary cau-
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tion would be

inculeated, and a repetition of thé trial
avoided.

The true method of combating this is not by soliciting
harsh penal laws against practitioners who have not studied
at certain schools, or who have not been devoted to me-
dicine by their parents. For as the sick, disregarding the
(‘.‘\'Il*i:.l!FIll_:.lllllfl'l'l.'llt'i.‘ﬁ between the several ranks of the medieal
Jgn'nEL-“Lnu., will solicit the advice of those persons in whose
knowledge Tht-_'.' ]t?;li‘c' confidence, the attempt n|1|_!; leads both
practitioners and patients to invent modes of evasion, and
widens the breach between the different branches of the pro-
fession. It would be better to throw the portals of the college
and the medical schools wider open, and by rendering instruc-
tion cheap, invite the poorest descendant of Apollo and Ascu-
lapius to join the aids of science to his long-cherished se-
crets, and seat himself among his more fortunate brethren.
Unless this be done, the only mode 1s to let things take
their own course, and rest content with simply securing
their proper distinctions. to those who have gone through
the trouble of obtaining them, and on the other hand be-
stowing these distinctions only on those who merit them,
leaving the sick and their friends perfectly at liberty to
search for relief wherever they think it most likely to be
found, thus creating an honourable competition and rivalry,
instead of that continual bickering which at present pervades
the different branches of the medical lll'f}f‘\_':iﬁ-lil“_' as they may
be well assured that the mass of mankind are not so blind
as to be incapable of judging in a matter that so nearly
concerns them as their health, or so inattentive to their own
interest, as not to prefer those practitioners whose success
mn |n‘eirt51'u shall attest their skill,
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