301

342

[ E

PHARMACOPOEIA
LONDINENSIS
THE
LO-N"DO'N
DISPENSAT ORY.

PONDERA, MENSURZE, &%.

WeigHTs, Measures, &,

N this country two kinds of Weights
are employed ; one by which gold and
filver are fold, the other by which al-

moft all other wares. The former we
call Tray-qamfginr, the latter Awvoirdupois-
weight. The pounds of thefe are different-
ly divided : the pound of the former has
only twelve ounces, but that of the latter
fixteen, Both pounds and ounces alfo dif-

B fer



e s

2 WeicHTS AND VI EASURES.

o

fer in weight : the goldimith’s pound 1s lefs
than the other, the ounce greater.*

We employ the pound of the goldimiths;
which, however, we do not divide as they

do, but in this manner;

The pound twelye ounces,
The ounce eight drams.

The dram
The {cruple

contains { |, -
j three {cruples.
twenty grains,

The

* The Avoirdupois pound contains 7000 grains, where-
as the Troy pound contains only 5760 ; thatis, lefs by
1240 grains,

T'he Troy ounce contains 480 grains, the Avoirdupois
only 437% grains: thatis, lefs by 423 grains ; fo thatitcn

ounces 1'roy are almoft equal to eleven Avoirdupois.

Now, as the compofitions of the Difpenfatory, and the
extemporaneous prefcriptions of phyficians, are adapted to
the Troy-weight, itisevident, that, if the cunce and half-
ounce Avoirdupois are employed with the Troy dram and its
fubdivifions, the ingredients muft be taken in improper
proportions. - It is to be lamented, that the Avoirdupais
weiohts are not banifhed entirely from the fhops of apothe~
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WeienTs AND MEASURES. 3

The meafures likewife for liquors in this
country are of different forts: with one fort
beer being meafured, with the other wine.
We employ the latter ; ufing that meafure
for a pint, which is called a wine-pint,

This pint we divide thus :

The pint ) : fixteen ounces.
. -contains ¢ |
I'heounce § eight drams.

The gallon contains eicht pints.
o =] }

As a pound weight of {carcely any liquor
fills the meafure which we call a pint, we
have every where prefixed P. or M. as each
fubftance is prefcribed by weight or mea-
{fure,*

B2 We

*The precaution abovementioned, though highly ne-
ceflary in the original Latin of the PaarmAcorozza, is
not fo generally required in an Englith tranflation. In
Englith, the word Pin ditinguithes the Libra by mea-
fure from that by weight, without ambiguity. With re-
gard to the ounce and its divifions, the words Jy weight
or by meafure willy in this Tranflation, be conftantly in~
ferted, where there can be a doubt,




Wei16HTS, MEASURES, Tc.

We deem mortars made of brafs, or cop-
per, improper for preparing medicines.

Alfo meafures, funnels, and vefiels ufed
for the evaporating of liquids, which are
made of copper, lead, or a mixed metal of
which fome part is copper or lead, we would
have carefully avoided.

The Thermometer we employ is that of
FAHRENHEIT.

By CALOR FERVENS, a boiling* beat, muft
be underftood an heat from 200 to 212 de-

gI’CCS.
By

+ The propriety of this and the following injunction
needs little proof. — It is certain, that even the fofter
ablorbent fubftances, rubbed for a fhort time in a bell-metal
mortar, ufually fuppofed not liable to eafy abrafion, acquire
iir fome degree a cupreous quality ; as appears on the affu-
fion of volatile alkali. — As to veflels of lead and its com-
pouads, the danger attending their ufe is univerfally known
and acknowledged. — See Mr. BLizarp’s Eflay on bell-
metal mortars and pewter veflels, 8vo, 1786.

# Although the heat of boiling water is 212 degrees, yet,
on removing the veflel containing it from the fire, its heat
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Weicurs, MeAsures, &e.

By cavor LEN1s, a gentle beat, is meant
an heat from go to 100 degrees.

Whenever we ufe the words sprciric
GRAVITY, thefubftance treated of we {up-
pofe to be of 55 degrees of heat.

is fomewhat lefs 5 and, as the word fervens is only ufed in
the Direltions for aqueous infufions and folutions, the

word beiling may not be an improper tranflation of it.

MATERIA






Tue MATERIA MEDICA.

MATERIA MEDICA,

THE MATERIA MEDICA.

A.

Abrotonum, Artemifia Abrotanam,
Soutbern-wood, Linnai Species

the Herb. Plantarum.
Abfinthium matiti-  Artemifia maritima,

mum, LiSuR,

Sea-Wormwood,

the Top.
Abfinthium vulgare, Artemifia  Abfnthi-
Common Wormwoad, um, L. S. P.

the Herb.
Acetofa pratenfis, Rumex Aeetofa,
Meadow Sorrel, L. SaPx

the Leaf.

Acidum
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