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/‘\ LMOST half a century has elapfed
p ¢ fince our predeceflors executed the
{fame talk we have now undertak: zen, no lefs
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to the praife of their juc dgement than their
diligence. If Medicine, duri; ng that {pace,
advanced not equally with other ufeful
arts, 1t received many valuable Improve-
ments ; as well from the induftry and dif-
coveries of others, as from thofe more
p'ullLuLulJr who have, of late, ftudied Che-
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Imf}ry with unufual zeal and pcnl;'i‘m{i:m.
As, for that rea fon, 1tbecame our dutyt
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amine anew the common mftruments of the
ﬂlt 0* h-eallxn”‘ ‘\’\”n tt}()'u”" lt fu(u. LLLII- '!

red us to employ all the aflitance which

could be derived from modern chemiftry ;
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and, from itscolleted light, render our work
more clear and luminous. It was therefore
our principal wifh that every chemical mat-
ter, applicable to the praétife of Phyfic,
fhould be introduced by us, not only freed
from error, but meore perfect and neat, and
moreicientificallydigefted and arranged, than
had been ufual among us.  All our care was
not, however, fo far wafted on this very dif-
ficult part of our work 4s to neglect other
things, oronly touch on them curforily and
by chance ; as the compofition of each me-
dicine was feparately and carefully weighed ;
in order that if any thing was found deficient
it might be added, —if too much, or redun-
dant, takenaway. Nor have we made anyferu-
ple, in exccuting thisduty, to cut off whole
formulas when ufelefs, and to infert others
more ufeful, ~— in fuch a manner, however,
that no new remedy has been fondly adopted,
no one, in conftant ufe and practice, rejected.

Greatcarchas beentaken that very few tra-
ces fhould remain of anile {uperftition ;
and, 1f any thing unneceffary, or of little

ufe,




{ i)

ufe, be fcattered here and there, we have
thought it better to leave our fucceffors to
corre€t or reject it than to oppofe errone-
ous opinions too pertinacioufly—whilft they
are mnocent.  'We have confulted fimplici-
ty wherever in our power, and been particu-
larly careful that fuch things only fhould
be compounded as commodioufly unite to-
gether, and tend to one and the fame de-
fign. Hence it happens that fome prodis
gious and enormous antidotes, which have
really neither bounds nor intention, and are
madeup of fubftances collected from all quar-
ters, and oppofite in their virtues, are now
at laft difplaced ; — a manifeft proof that
neither theauthority of antient cuftom, nor
reverence of antiquity, has any longer too
much dominion over us.

The antients were miferably occupied
with the fear and the corre@ion of poifons,
of which, however, we are certain they were
acquainted with very few. = Far differentin
our time is the fortune of poifons ; “for,
medicine feems not now to be averfe to them
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as to inveterate enemies, but to have
brought them over to its party, and to make
ufe of them as allies and auxiliaries. A
ew of thefe (which we have ourfelves tried)
we have enrolled in our lift, ready to adopt
others, if faithful experiment, made in the
cure of difeafes, {hall demonftrate their
eflicacy.—It would be too rafh to adopt as
known what has not been, as yet, i’uI‘ﬂcicmiy
explored.

The great number of things to which we
have given names, before unknown, and
lately formed, may perhaps give to fome an
opportunity of finding fault; fince there is
fcarccly any one who does not more willing-
ly ufe names to which he has been accuf
tomed than new ones. But the defign of
thofe changes is, firt, that fome vain and
unmeaning words, derived from the falla-
cies of the old chemifts, or otherwife, hould
fall into difufe (as much as poilible) and
into oblivion : 2dly, that each compofition
fhould by its title rather fhew what 1t is,
than for what intention it is deligned,—and

of




(%)

of what principles it confifts, rather than in
what cafes it is ufeful, or to what parts of
the body appropriated : and, laftly, that
no remedy fhould be concealed under a title
which dogs not belong to it. As to the
names, thofe we have arbitrarily given to
three alkaline Salts (of which one, indeed,
had been long in ufe, and the other two are
but little altered from their common appel-
lation) have really fo much convenience
and brevity, that they may juftly claim,
at leaft, the excufe of Phyficians. It is
not, however, to be denied, that fo many
‘novelties muft be difagreeable to thofe who
deal in medicines ; elpecially at firt, and
before they conceive them perfectly ; but
that difguft, however great 1t may be, will
be got the better of eafily, ceafe of itfzlf,
and give place to a cuftom, more proper,
more pleafant, and more ufefyl.

We are not ignorant how very great
the difficulty is of forming a Difpenfatory in
every refpect complete and perfect,—nor the
little reafon there is to expectit would pleafe

all
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all mankind. We pretend not to underfake
any fuch thing ; and fhall really congratu-
late ourfelves, if the trouble, employed for
the public health on zhis, an{wers in fome
meafure the purpofe of alleviating the evils
of ficknefs, and rendering their cure more

prompt and expeditious.




ADVERTISEMENT,

TIIE Tranflator has followed the plan

of Dr. Pemberton, as being that
generally approved by the Apothecaries.—
He hopes the tranflation is faithful, though
it 15 perhaps more literal than was always
neceflary.  As to the Remarks, though they
may he to fome fuperfluous, he is afraid
there are too many for whom they are nei-
ther too explicit nor too numerous. He
has been perfuaded to mention the dofes of
medicines ; and has, in fome meafure,
complied, though notperfetly with his own
approbation ; as the fame medicines are
given 1n various dofes, not only in different
difeafes, but in different circumftances of
the fame difeafe,
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