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LA CONVOCATION DU CLERGÉ ANGLICAN1.

(King Williams commission to the bishops , empowering them to
hold a convocation of the clergy ) .

William theThird , etc . , etc . ,

To the most reverend father in God, our right
tmsty and entirely beloved counsellor , Thomas
lord archbishop of Canterbury , primate of ail
England and metropolitan : and to the most re¬
verend father in God , John , lord archbishop of
York, primate of England and metropolitan : and

1 L '
original de ce curieux document est dans les mainsdu doc¬

teur Edward Tenison , arclii-diaere de Caermarlhen .
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to the right reverend fatliers in God , Gilbert , lord

bishop of Sarum ; William , lord bishop of Wor -

cester ; Simon , lord bishop of Ely , and John , lord

bishop of Nonvich , greeling : — We , being sen¬

sible thaï nothing can condüce more to the glory
of God , our ow n lionour , and the wclfare of the

cliurch , than our promoting to preferment therein

the nrost vortliy and deserving mon according to

their merils : and conceiving vou the said Thomas ,

archbishop of Canterbury ; John , lord archbishop
of York ; Gilbert , lord bishop of Sarum ; William ,
lord bishop of' Worcester ; Simon , lord bishop of

Ely , and John , lord bishop of iNonrich , to ' be pro-

per and competent judges in such cases : Know

ye lherefore , thaï \vo , feposing spécial triisl ar. d

confidence in your approved wisdoms , lidelities

and circumspections , hâve nominaled , constituled ,
ordained , and appointée! , and by tbese présents
do nominate , constilute , ordain , and appoint voit
the said Thomas lord archbishop of Cariler-

bury , etc . , etc . ; to be our commissioners for the

pur [ )oses hereinafter mentioned : And we do lie-
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reby give and grant ilnto vou : our said couirrits-

sioners , or any tlirec or more of you , ( wherô of
we will thaï you tlie said Thomas , lord arch -

bishop , etc . to be ahvavs one , and where any pre -

fermenl or place to be disposed of lies withinthe

province of York , you the said Tliomas , lord arch -

bisliop of York , to be also one, ) full power and
aulhorilv to meet al such convenient limes and

places as you the said Thomas , lord arclibishop of
Canterburv shall , by your suminons of the rest of
our said commissioners , from lime to time ap¬
point , for the putting the powers hereby grantecf
in execution , in sucli manner as is hereby ap-

pointed : And we do hereby déclaré our will and

pîeasure to be , that w lien our royal person sball
be résident within our Kingdom of England , you
do at sucb meetings consider of one or more per¬
son or persons proper to be recommended to us to
succed to any bishopric in England , or any other
ecclesiastical preferments in England above the
lax or real value of twenty pounds in our books
which are iti our gifl or disposai , from lime to
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time as thev sliall respectively become vacant
during our résidence within oui' said Kingdom of
England : And that you , or a sufficient number of
you, empowered as aforesaid , do signify under
your hands your recommendation of such person
or persons as you in your wisdoms sliall think
most fit to be appointed by us to succeed to any
such vacant prefermenls , to the end that the
names of such person and persons may be pre -
sented to us by one of our principal secretaries of
State , that our royal pleasure may be further known
therein 1 .

Wilness ourself at Westminster , the ninth dav
of may, in tlie twelflh year of our reign .

Per brève de priva to sigillo ,
Chute .

1 On trouve la continuation de celte lettre dans le savant livre
de M . Arthur Trevor , Life and Times of William the Third , etc.
Vol . U , Appendix, p . ISO .
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