
# liv. VIELHAMR ] #
Blbliothek /oü ZL_.

r 10.
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PARLEMENT d ’aNGLETERRF . .

My Lords and Gentlemen ,

I promise myselP you are met together fuit of

thaï just sense oP the common danger oP Europe ,
and the resentment of the late proceedings oP

the French king , which has been so Fully and uni -

versally expressed in the loyal and seasonable

addresses of my people .
The owning andsetting up the pretended prince

of Wales for king ofEngland , isnotonly thehighest

indignity offered to me and the nation , but does
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so nearly concern every man who lias a regard for

the protestant religion , or lhe présent and future

quiet and happiness of liis country , that I need

not press you to lay it seriously to heart , and to

consider what further effectuai means rnay be

used for securing the succession of the crown in

the protestant line , and existinguishing the hopes
of ail pretenders , and their open and secret abel -

tors . By the Frêne h Icing
’s placing his grand son

on the tlirone of Spain, lie is in a condition to

oppress the rest of Europe , untess speedy and ef¬

fectuai measures be tahen . Under tins pretence,
lie is beeome the real master of the whole Spanish

monarchy : lie bas made it tobe .eptirely (Jppend-

ing on France and disposes of it as of bis own

dominions ; and , by that means , he bas suryounçl-

ed hi § ppigbbours in suph a ipanner , that , tbough

tbn napae of peace may be said to ponlinpe , yp|

they are put to the expense and inppnvenifincp of

a way .
'fhis ipust affect Englaud ip lliç nçarest qnd

rqost sensible mamier in respect la pur traite ,
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which mil soon become precarious in ail the
valuable branches of it ; in respect to our peace
and safety al home , which we cannothope should

long continue ; and in respect to that part which

England ought to take in the préservation of the

Liberty of Europe .
In order to obviate the general calamity with

which the rest of Christendom is tlireatened by
this exorbitant power of France , I hâve concluded
several alliances , according to the encourage¬
ment given me by bot h Ilouses of Parliament ,
which y will direct shall be laid before you , and
which 1 doubt not you will enable me to make

good.

They arc some othcr treaties still dcpending ,
that shall bc likewise communicated to you as
soon as they are perfectcd .

Il is fit I should tell you the eyes of ail Eu¬

rope are upon this Parliament ; ail matters are at

a stand still your resolutions are knoivn , and

therefore no time ought to be lost .
You bave yet an opportunitv , by God’s bless T
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ing , to secure to you and your posterity the

quiet enjoyment of your religion and liberties ,

if you are not wanting to yourselves , but will

exert the ancient vigour of the English nation ; but

I tell you plainly , my opinion is , if you do not

lay hold of this occasion , you hâve no reason to

hope for another . In order to do your part , it

will be necessary to hâve a great strenglh at sea,

and to provide for the security of your ships in

harbour , and also that there be such a force al

land as is expected in proportion to the forces of

our allies .

Gentlemen of the House of Gommons ,

I do recommend these matlers to you with that

concern and earnestness which their importance

requires ; at the same time I cannot but press

you to take care of the public credit / wich cannot

be preserved but by keeping sacred that maxim ,

that tliey shall never be losers who trust to a par -

liamentary security .

It is always ivilh regret when I do ask aids of
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my people, but you mil observe thaï / désire
nothing wliicli relaies to any personal expense of
mine; T ara only pressing you to do ail you can for
your own safety and honour at so critical and dan-

gerous a time , and I am willing that what is given
should Le wholly appropriated to the purposes for
wliicli it is intended .

And since I am speaking on this head , I tliink
it proper to put you in mind , that during the
late war I ordered the accounts to Le laid yearly
Lefore the Parliament , and also gave my assent to
several bills for taking the public accounts , that

my subjects might bave satisfaction how tlie

money given for the war was applied ; and I am
willing that matter may be put in any further way
of examination , that it may appear whether there
were any misapplicalions or mismanagements , or
whether the debt that remains upon us lias really
arisen from the shortness of the supplies , or the

deficiency of the funds .
I hâve already told you how necessary despatch

will be for earrying on that great public business
15
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whereon our safetv , anil ail thaï is valuable lo

us , dépend . / hope tebal time cun be spared will

be employée! about tliose olker désirable tjiings

irliicli I bave so oflen rccommended from llie

tfirone ; I mean the forming some good bills for

eneouraging trade , and llie farlher suppressing of
vice.

My Lords and Gentlemen ,

I liope your are corne logether determined to

avoid ail manner of disputes and différences ,
resclved to act with a general and hearl .y con¬

currence for promoting the cnmraon cause , winch

alone ean make this a happv session .

I should think it as gréat a blessing as could

befal Jïngland , if [ could observe you as niuch

inclined to lay aside those un happy fatal animo -

sities which divide and weaken you , as 1 am dis -

posed to make ail my subjects safe and easy as to

any , even the highest , offences commitfed against

me .
HJ

bet me conjure vou to disappoint the onlv



hopes of our enemies by your unanimity . I hâve
shown , and will always show , how désirons I am
to be the common falher of ali my people ; do you ,
in like manner , lay aside pariies and divisions ;
let lhere be no other distinction heard of amongst
us for the future but of Ihose wlio are for the
protestant religion and the présent establishment ,
and of those who mean a Popish prince and a
Frencli government .

I will onîy add this , if you doingood earnest
desire to see England holcl tlie balance of Europe ,
and to be indeed at the head of the protestant
interest , il will appear by the présent opport -
unity .
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