HISTORY

OF THE

KNIGHTS OF MALTA.

BOOK 1.

FROM THE FIRST ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORDER IN MALTA, TO THE
FOUNDATION OF THE CITY LA VALETTA.

g —
CHAPTER L

The Order of St. John first established at Jerusalem ; afterwards in the
Island of Rhodes. Rhodes besicged by Solyman. The gallant
Defence made by L'Isle Adam. Number of his Troops. One of the
principal Dignitaries of the Order put to Death for Treason. Sur-
render of the Island. Depredations of the Turks, «
immediately stopped, and the Arms and Escutcheons b longing to the
Knights preserved. Solyman visits the Grand Master : their Con-

versation. The Kuights embark, together with the Inha bitanis,

ich were almost

and
take with them the Archives of the Order and the Relics, T heir
Fleet is forced, by a T empest, to lake shelter in the Island of ( uprus ;
f-!',l':"f'.i" which it arrives on the Coast -'I-J."'_"'.Fﬁl.n'ln"n: Ty and anchors at Me SR,
The Pope issues a Bull to prevent the Knights quitiing the Grand-
Master. Trial of those Kunights who had absented themselves du ring

The noble Manner in which a Knight named Newport,
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HISTORY OF MALTA.

the Captain of an English Ship, devoted himself to the Service of the
Order. The Knights driven, by the Plague, from Messina.  They

repair to Civita Vecchia, and settle at Viterbo.

Tl-'l-'-'“- THE order of St. John of Jerusalem was ori-
de Llsle Adam. ginally merely charitable (the knights were called
Hospitallers) ; hut it soon became military, and was established 1n
the Holy Land, where it followed the fortunes of the Latin Chris-
tians in that country, which it was obliged to quit when they left it.
The Order remained some time in Cyprus; and, after having con-
quered Rhodes, fixed itself in that place. The brilliant exploits
performed by the knights attracted the attention of the Turks,
who took up arms against them at different times ¥ ; but they were
obliged to renounce their design of conquering the island.  Soly-
man, however, was too vain of his success in Hungary, and too
much irritated at having so powerful an enemy as the Order so
near him, not to make another attempt: he therefore, m 1522,
(June 26) landed an army of a hundred and fifty thousand men
on the island, which he presently followed in person, and arrived,
accompanied by still more considerable forces, which continued
augmenting every day.

I’Isle Adam, who had been grand-master scarcely twelve
months, was not discouraged by the appearance of this powerful
armament. He placed himself at the head of six hundred F-‘.]ﬁ:_';hts,

whose avowed principle 1t was, never to take account of the number

¥ See the Chronolozical Table
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of their enemies. They were supported by four thousand five
hundred regular troops, together with some companies composed of
citizens, all of whom determined to defend themselves to the last
extremity.

A traitor to the cause was discovered among the kmghts,
and was taken up and tried by order of the council. Neither his
oreat age, the eminent services he had formerly rendered, nor even
the distinguished post he filled (being chancellor of the religion),
could save him from the rigorous sentence of the law: he was there-
fore degraded, and delivered up, according to the statutes, to secu-
lar justice ; by which he was tried; and sentence of death being
pronounced against him, it was immediately executed.

After a four-months’ siege, and the most olorious defence that
could possibly be made, the place was no longer judged tenable ;
which induced the inhabitants, and particularly the Greeks, to use
the most pressing instances to engage the grand-master to capitu-
late : but neither their complaints, their threats, nor even the
advice of the council, could shake his firmness: he alone persisted
in his resolution of burying himself in the ruins of the place, sooner
than deliver it into the hands of the infidels. Two months more
were passed in bloody and repeated combats: but the stock of gun-
powder being exhausted, owing to the treason above mentioned,
and Solyman himself making propositions which were thought ad-
missible, L'Isle Adam at last complied with the entreaties and
prayers of both the greater and lesser council, and consented to
deliver up the place : before which, according to the confession of
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the Ottoman general himself, more than eighty thousand Turks had
been killed by the knights, and as many more had perished from
sickness.

Four thousand Janissaries entered the city, to take possession
of it ; and many of their comrades, under pretence of visiting them,
pillaged it, profaned the churches, even ransacked the monuments
of the grand-masters, and entered into the hospitals, and carried off
the silver plate belonging to them. When Solyman was made
acquamted with the disorders which had been committed, he was
justly lrritated, and immediately sent word to the aca of the
Janissaries, that, were they continued, his head should be the for-
feit. From that moment all depredations ceased, and there existed
no longer any cause of complaint. It is but Justice to say, that the
troops belonging to a nation of all others the most adverse to the
fine arts ; which had iii'h[]'n}'ﬂ] so many celebrated monuments of
antiquity ; and whose generals, from a principle of religion, likewise
destroyed the famous library of Alexandria ;—these very troops, I
say, would have thought it sullying the splendor of their victory,
had they possessed themselves of the arms and escutcheons of the
knights, which they permitted to remain entire and uninjured, and
which all travellers have ever since contemplated with respect and
veneration,

Sultan Solyman®* being desirous of visiting himself his new

conquests, and :ahrm'lng proper respect to the vanquished, went to

* December 25, 152
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the palace of the grand-master, who received him with the respect-
ful attention due to so powerful a monarch. Solyman, in a visit so

grea test

extraordinary in a sultan, treated L’'Isle Adam with the
affability ; exhorting him to support with courage this reverse of
fortune, and 11.&-1[“":11: him that he Jni{_-_;ht embark his effects at lis
own leisure ; for, should the time agreed upon for that purpose n
the artieles of capitulation be not sufficient, he would most uil]ill;‘ll'.,;
prolong it.  Solyman, upon quitting L’'Isle Adam, turned to his
general officer, saying, “ It is not without some degree of pain that

I force tlus Christian, at his time of life, to leave his dwelling.”

The small number of knights who had survived this murderous.

1-iil.*gn-*._. together with four thousand inhabitants, embarked on board
the vessels lu:]unging to the order®. The }_:t‘alml-mu'wh-r, after hay ing
taken leave of the sultan, like a tender parent watching over his
children, was the last who entered the vessel : and thus abandoned
the island of Rhodes, where the order of St. John of Jerusalem had
reigned with so much splendor for near two hundred years.

L'Isle Adam carried with him the archives, together with
many celebrated relics, long held in profound veneration by the
farthful; for the congueror, in the bloom of _'-.-;:-tll||. though termed a
barbarian by the Christians, felt happy in restoring to the conguered
those articles which would continually eall to their remembrance
the acts of valour lhl*j.' had lu-rl‘m'nh‘th and the [Ilt-l_x' for which 1]1n'_‘-r'

were celebrated ; and, in so doing, gave an example of moderation

b January 1, 1523,
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and generosity to the generals of the most enlightened nations,
which, unfortunately, has since been searcely ever followed.

The fleet belonging to the order was overtaken by a dreadful
tempest ; their vessels were dispersed, and obliged to take shelter n
different ports of the island of Candia. IL’Isle Adam, irritated at
the blamable cowardice of the Venetians—who regarded with an
eye of the most perfect indifference the fall of the holy place, which
might be looked upon as the bulwark of Christianity—and also the
loss of their possessions n the Levant, was eager to repair his vessels
with all possible expedition, and to set saill immediately. Defore he
departed, he had an exact statement made of the persons who had
followed the order; which amounted to more than five thousand.
hlll]l}' of the mhabitants of the islands hvlmlgiu;_g to the order left
their habitations, and, :11[111‘11i1|g themselves to his fortune, con-
tributed to augment the number of the fugitives.

In this entical .'~"z1|i::!'5r.m, t*xpm.wtl to the llilﬂf_“:t.‘l' of a difficult
navigation, the grand-master neglected no possible precautions
which could ensure the preservation of the order. Dreading the
desertion of the kmights, who were now destitute of a fixed place of
residence ; and fearing likewise a disunion amongst them, the event
of which must be fatal, by offering a glittering bait to many princes
who would be delighted to have any pretext for .'-:f'lxlmg on their
immense riches ; he did not lose a moment, but sent off dispatches
to the pope: who immediately granted him a bull, by which he
commanded all the knights, by the holy obedience due to him, to

remain united under the authority of the grand-master: threatenine
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those who proved refractory with the heaviest vengeance of the
church.

IIsle Adam determining not to abandon the mhabitants of
Rhodes, the greatest part of whom were sick, was one of the last
who arrived at Messina, where the ships of war belonging to his fleet
had been for some time. DBefore he landed in Sicily, he had been
forced to touch at Gallipoli, a town in the kingdom of Naples,
situated in the gulf of Otranto. The grand-master, upon landing
on this hospitable island®, was received in the most flattering man-
ner : which indeed his conduct truly merited. In order to prove

almost insensible to the

himself still more worthy, he immediately
honours paid him—established an hospital, not only n the palace
prepared for his reception, but n the neighbouring houses ; where,
assisted by all the other knights, he himself attended the wounded.
Imagination cannot paint a more affecting spectacle than these
men, once so formidable in arms, animated alone by the spirit of

charity, employed in the meanest offices—carrying broth to the

sick, making their beds, and entirely occupied 1n contributing to
their relief.  Such was the fate of Sieily, that it was destined, more
than two hundred years afterwards, again to see the knights of
St. John, and to admire their charitable virtues in the exertions
which they made for the relief of the unfortunate objects who
escaped the dreadful catastrophe occasioned by the earthquake
m 1783.

Fowards the end of April
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No sooner were the duties of that :']m:‘ii}‘, so conformable to
the first institution of the order, once fulfilled, than they proceeded
to make a strict mquisition nto the conduct of those who had been
sent to procure relief for Rhodes. All who were cited before the
full council assembled upon tlus occasion, presented themselves at 1t

with a confidence which innocence and truth alone could i:npln:;

and 1t was sufhiciently proved, that, durine the last two months of
. ' o

the siege, the wind had been so obstinately contrary, and the sea so
dreadfully rough, that no one was hardy enough to set sml. It
was a known fact, that a knight named Newport, of the language
of England, an old naval officer, thinking (if 1 may so express my-
self) to subdue the raging waves by his superior skill, embarked at
that time, and was thrown back again by the vielence of the wind
upon the point of Cape Desert ; where the vessel, with all its cargo,
was lost.

The tribunal having found no person gtlill}'.. & {}ur.!'_fh.r' ever be
prawed!” exclaimed L'Isle Adam,  who, in our common misfor-
tune, has had the goodness to prove to me, that the loss of Rhodes
could not be attrvibuted to the neghlgence of any of my Order!”

The plague visiting Messina, forced the order to quit that
city ; and they breathed a purer air for some time upon the coast
of the kingdom of Naples.  After making a short stay at Bayes
and the environs of Cumes, the knights re-embarked, and arrived at

Civita Vecchia.
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CHAP I

The Grand-Master sets '?{l?\.ﬁ’?' Rome : his Rr'(‘ﬁ'l.u.".-"{ui' there. 1t s pro-
posed to give up the Islands of Malta and Goza (o the Order
Difficulties which occur. The Grand-Master conducts the Ducless
of Alengon into Spain, and acts as Mediator between the Emperor
Charles the Fifth and Francis the First ﬂ'.-"n_:; of France. IL'Ivle
Adam’s welljudged Answer to the Emperor. The Richts and Pri-
vileges of the Order are acknowledged in Portugal. The Grand-
Master goes to England, where he is honourably received by Henry
the Eighth, who likewise acknowledges the Pri: tleges and Immunities
of the Order. The King and 2ueen of England make rich Presents
to the Grand-Master.

LISLE ADAM immediately determined to visit Rome, where his
reception from the pope was particularly distinguished and flatter-
ng: he, however, only saw him once. After the death of Adrian, the
guard of the conclave was entrusted to the grand-master and knights,
who were not a little pleased ‘with the election of Clement VII.,
he ht']ng the first of their order who had ever heen raised to the
dignity of pope. He afterwards obtained permission to settle at
Viterbo; his navy remaining at Civita Vecchia. The different
plans which were proposed to him, for 1%]:‘“1'111; an establishment,
appeared either too difficult to be carried into execution, or con-
tained clauses perfectly inadmissible. The first wish of the grand-
master was the re-conquest of Rhodes ; and the intelligence he con-
trived to receive from that place, promised, to all appearance, an

VOL. 11. C
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easy victory : but the scheme was discovered ; and the enterprise,
being thus rendered impracticable, was relinquished. Ile was
therefore at last obliged to listen to an offer made by the emperor s
minister, who consented to give up the islands of Malta and Goza
to the order, ud{[in}__’; likewise the {'I!E':g-' ui"|'ripuli, with the terri-
tories thereunto belonging. But a condition was annexed to this
offer which could not possibly subsist ; and which, it was hoped,
might be dispensed with mn the course of time :—it was required,
that the whole body of the religious should take the oath of
fidelity to the emperor, This could never be conformable with the
mstitution of an order, the in:]viwndtalwu of which constituted its
utility ; since to that independence alone was owing their being
entirely employed in defending equally all Christians, of whatsoever
r]i.'\t‘l'ip[h]n, u;_{u-ltlst the infidels ; for I_i]L’_ir' never took a part n any
war which subsisted between Christian princes, nor in the smallest
degree favoured one party to the disadvantage of the other.

Whilst they waited in expectation of being able to soften the
terms upon which this donation was to be granted, eight com-
missaries were sent to visit the new I}Oﬁﬁesﬁimw destined for the
order®; and, i the interim, the regent of France proposed to the
grand-master to escort, in his galleys, the duchess of Alencon into
Spain, whither she was going to visit her brother, Francis 1., at that
time prisoner to Charles V. L'Isle Adam set sail immediately, and

proceeded quickly to Marseilles, from whence he conducted the

* June 25, 1525.
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princess nto Sp;‘titl, and accompanied her himself to Madrid. "The
grand-master, in the midst of a court ever famous for its politics,
proved himself as able a negotiator as he had formerly been deemed
a great warrior : he had the honour of being admitted mediator
between two powerful monarchs, whose interests were extremely
difficult to {?{J]ll‘iliill't‘, and to [rif'mi the eause of a noble-nmnded,
frank, and generous king, against a haughty, interested, dissembling
prince, who had the advantage of having his enemy in his power.
The duchess of ;Uvng'{m vml:]ﬂ}'q_':! every attractive charm of
the wit she so eminently possessed, to soften the harsh and obsti-
nate disposition of the emperor; but all in vain: and knowing it
was designed to make her prisoner, should she exceed the time
limited mn her passport, she found herself obliged to leave Spain as
soon as possible. Orders had been issued to detain her on the
{rontiers ; but hr]ng informed of the plan, she eluded the pursuit.
The grand-master remained sole mediator in the cause. W hat
a situation was his! Deprived of his own state, he found himself,
on one side, under the necessity of asking the emperor to grant him
a new one ; and, on the other, to solicit the liberty of a powerful
monarch, with permission to return to his dominions. His en-
deavours were, however, crowned with success, and his difliculties
huppily surmounted. [le engaged the two princes to agree to a
treaty, and consent to a meeting. He also mediated between them
in an affair of, indeed, far less importance, but which required much
delicacy. Charles V. and Francis I. going out together, the em-
peror gave precedence to the king of France, which that prince re-

C (8]
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fused to accept. The grand-master was called upon to decide, who
immediately answered: * 1 pray God that no dispute of a more
important nature may ever happen between your Ht:ilji"-'iilf'*.” And,
addressing himself to the king of France, he added : * Sire, no per-
S01 Can :i:-nj,' that the enmperor 15 the first of Chnstian IH']IH"."H:
but, being in his own domimons—nay, even in his own palace, 1
am of opmion you cannot refuse the marks of respect which he
thinks due to the greatest prince in Furope.” The emperor was

=4

s

pleased with lis reply; and permitted him to depart, with the
assurance that he would make the pope arbitrator in the infeoft-
ment of Malta.

I/1sle Adam terminated a Very ];111101‘{:1!11 affair wath ]}m‘lllg:ll.
before he quitted Spain.  The king, after the capture of Rhodes,
thought he might either seize upon the possessions of the religion,
or dispose of them to the prejudice of the statutes of the order:
but upon the just representations made to the sovereign, of the
seizure of those riches which had ever been employed to protect
the Christian standard against the insults of the infidels, he solemnly
promised not to molest the knights in the enjoyment of their com-
manderies. "They likewise obtained a confirmation of all the rights
and privileges granted to the order by the kings of Portugal, his
predecessors.

Henry VIIL*, of England, made use of the same pretext as

T'he comte d'Antraigues has communicated to me a history he has written
of this monarch, which is so interesting a performance, that it is to be hoped it
will one day be made publie,
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the Riltg of Pi'}rlugﬂ!, and formed the design of annexine the com-
manderies to his domains ; as 1if the loss of Rhodes were to be
followed h,"r' the total extinction of the order. When this intelli-
gence reached L'lsle Adam, he was i France; whence he im-
mediately sent an embassy to the court of London, which was
received very coldly by a haughty prince, who thought he was
entitled to the same marks of respect from the grand-master which
had been shown to the 111-1g!lhr:1llr'il]l-_: monarchs., L'Isle Adam,
unmindful of s advanced time of life, braving the :ar-tu-1‘il_*.' of the
season (it being the month of February), set out for England. This
proof of the venerable old man's zeal for the order aflected Henry,
and stifled all emotions of resentment in his bosom :; he therefore
received the grand-master in the most splendid and honourable
manner, and sent some of the first noblemen of his court to meet
him. Upon his arrival in the palace, Henry accosted him most
‘_h"l'ilf'lﬂli*]"'r' : and msisted upon his a::_‘:'ﬂ['rling of a HI]]JI.'!'II apartment
prepared for the occasion, where he was served with a magnificence
suitable to his rank, and to the esteem felt by the king for so illus-
trious a guest.

Henry, who knew how to appreciate brilhant actions and
military fame, frequently conversed upon the siege of Rhodes, and
its noble defence. L'lsle Adam commumeated to him the offer
made by Charles V., of the island of Malta, and Tripoli in
Africa; acquainting him, at the same time, with the conditions
annexed to it, which were incompatible with the independence of

the order ; it being impossible for the knights to acknowledge, as
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soverelgn, any particular prince, without rendering themselves
suspected by all others. Henry, after divers conferences, con-
sented to give twenty thousand crowns ; which he afterwards pad
in artillery and small-arms. L'Isle Adam also obtained the con-
§firmation of all the privileges of his order; which was indeed the
principal object of his journey.

When L’'Isle Adam had taken leave of the king, in order
to return to ]1111}.', TI:-IJI}' sent him, in his own name, and 1 that of
the queen, a golden bason and ewer, enriched with precious stones,
which were afterwards placed in the treasury, and constitute one of

its most mugnlilrunl‘ ornaments.
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CHAP III

The Report of the Commissioners concerning the Situation of Malla,
Goza, and Tripoli in Africa. Grant of the Emperor to the Order.
Voyage of the Knights fo Malta ; their Reception. Miserable
Sttuation of Malta and ils Dependencies.  Improvements soon made
by the Knights. Troubles in Malta. The Knights in Arms against
each other. Exemplary Punishment erecuted on the Offenders.
Henry VIII. abolishes the Order in his Dominions.  Dealh of
L' Isle Adam. The English Knights provided for most generously.
Mary, 2ueen of England, restores their Property : of which they are
afterwards for ever deprived under the Reign of her Sister Elizabeth.
The f,,u.r.l__x;.lmgc of E.f.r:-_;lfdr.::.f continues to be constantly !".:’.-‘p:;r.‘.{{':.:'f by

the Order.

TIIE report of the commissioners sent to inquire into the state of
31:1!1‘11, Gﬂzu, and '.['l'ilmﬁ, was read m full t‘nnm'il, and contained
the following account :—That the island of Malta was merely =
rock of a soft sand-stone, called tufa, about six or seven leagues
long, and three or four broad: that the surface of the rock was
scarcely covered with more than three or four feet of earth, which
was likewise stony, and very unfit to grow corn and other grain;
though it produced abundance of figs, melons, and different fruits:
that the principal trade of the island consisted in honey, cotton, and
cummin, which the inhabitants exchanged for grain: that, except a
few springs in the middle of the island, there was no running water,

nor even wells; the want of which the inhabitants supplied by
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cisterns: that wood was so scarce as to be sold by the pound ;
which forced them either to use cow-dung dried in the sun, or
wild thistles, for dressing food: that the capital of the country,
named Citta Notabile, was situated upon a rsing ground in the
centre of the island : that the greatest part of the houses were un-
inhabited ;: and the circumference not more than one thousand three
hundred and three paces: that the miserable walls which surrounded
it were open 111i|‘1_ﬁ.' paces in breadth : that there were neither ports,
hn_‘;s. nor coves, on the western coast of the island : that the shore
in that part was full of great rocks and shoals; but that on the
opposite coast there were many points or capes, with indentures in
the form of bays or coves, in which ships might anchor: that there
were two spacious and very good ports in the island, capable
of 1'1‘1‘1‘11.'1[1:_: the ]:11‘;:1'.4 fleet ; but with no other defence than
a small castle, named St. Angelo, which was partly in ruins—its
whole artillery consisting of one small cannon, two falcons, and a
few 1on mortars : that the island contained about twelve thousand
mhabitants, of both sexes; the greatest part of whom were poor
and miserable, owing to the barrenness of the soil, and the frequent
descents of corsairs, who, without the smallest sentiment of com-
passion, carried off all the unfortunate Maltese who happened to fall
into their hands;—in a word, that a residence in Malta appeared
extremely disagreeable—indeed, almost insupportable—particularly
in summer.

As to the island of Goza, called by the inhabitants Gaudisch,

the commissioners reported, that it was only divided from Malta by
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a narrow channel, named Freo, about a league and a half wide, in
the midst of which were situated little islands or rocks, called
Cumin and Cuminot : that Goza was eight leagues in circumference,
three long, and one and a half broad : that they had seen no port
of any kind in the island ; which was so surrounded with shoals and
cragey rocks, that the approach was extremely diflicult ;—the soil,
however, appeared to be very fertile; and it contained about five
thousand inhabitants, illf:lmiing men, women, and children, who
were dispersed in different villages : that the people of the island, in
order to secure themselves from corsairs, had erected a castle upon
a mountain, which appeared badly fortified, and of very little im-
portance ; but, weak as it was, the commissioners judged it would
not be prudent in the council to accept the island of Malta sepa-
rately from that of Goza, since the viemity of the latter would in
that case be dangerous, as it might, at some future period, serve as
a retreat for their enemies. DBesides this relation, the commissioners
131‘1}541.*:11'(-:] a t'etl‘ivlt'-.' of p]‘iull:f notes, made by the jurats of Malta
and Goza, which contained very particular accounts of every thing
worthy of notice, together with a plan of Malta, on which they had
marked, mn the most exact manner, many gulfs or bays, serving
g{-lurr;l.]ij.' as retreats for fishermen, and, indeed, sometimes for cor-
satrs.  They therefore thought, so great a number of ports being
l'hlnrnu'i}' convenient for the armaments of the order, that the
offers of the emperor L'III.IIE_';lll not to be “j"'—'“"i- pros ided he did not
msist upon the order’s taking up arms against his own particular
enemies.

YOL. 11I. I
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The commissioners were of a different opinion respecting the
citw and castle of ‘Tripoli; and represented to the council, that
they were situate upon the coast of bBarbary, eighty leagues from
Malta. without anv fortifications; which, indeed, 1t would be almost
impossible to erect upon a foundation of sand, and subject to inun-
dation : that the ditches were small, and very shallow ; and that the
port and castle were commanded by a neighbouring mountain : that
the city was surrounded by the territories of the king of Tunis, who
would never permt Christians to remain long unmolested : that
corn was still more scaree than at Malta ; the sol ht'iﬂ,ﬂ‘ VETY bar-
ren, and producing nothing but dates. From all these cireum-
stances they concluded, that if the order took upon itself the
defence of this place, 1t would only expose the lives of those kmghts
who should be sent thither. As to the sentiments of the inhabitants
upon this occasion, they did not at first appear very favourable:
for the Maltese, during the century which preceded the infeoffment
of their island to the knights, had obtained great privileges from the
kings of Arragon, their sovereigns at that time; and likewise a
solemn promise, that they should never more be detached from
their government : they were, therefore, greatly afflicted upon first
hearing that Charles V., paying no attention to the assurance oIven
them by his predecessors, intended to yield them up to a foreign
power,  Neither the strongest remonstrances nor the greatest
opposition could engage the emperor to change his resolution. He,
however, succeeded at last in consoling them, and that in a manner

;!H::h:;ﬁ.-ultn to their interest and to t}li']l‘ illt,‘il}- of 1'[‘“5_{]01]; ﬁ}r ]H-
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convineed them, that their island, once submitted to the government
of knights who consecrated themselves entirely to the defence of the
faith, would infallibly become the bulwark of Christendom. Such
a motive made the most lively impression upon the inhabitants,
who, as it will presently appear, received the order with the greatest
demonstrations of joy.

We come now to show in what manner Charles V.#¥ consented
to cede Malta and its dependencies. He granted for ever, as well
for himself as his heirs and successors, to the right reverend the
grand-master of the said order and religion of St. John, an unlimited
title, in fee-simple, to all the castles, fortresses, and isles, of Tripoli,
Malta, and Goza; to have and to hold by the most umE's[n' tenure ;
together with power over the lives and fortunes of their inhabitants;
and that without appeal to any lord paramount whatsoever. e
at the same time absolved them from their oath of allegiance to
him ; empowering them to transfer it to their new masters, and
abdicating all feudal rights heretofore vested m the imperial erown.

The only conditions on which he made this cession were,
1st, That the order should swear, never to sufler its new subjects to
take up arms against the king of Siecily and his states. 2dly, An
annual homage of a falcon to the said king, or his viceroy.  Sdly,
A renunciation on their part, to the king, of the nomination to the
bishoprie of Malta. The presentation to that dignity to be made
from among three of their order, of wlich one should be a Sicithan

See Appendix (No.V.) the Act of donation, by Charles V., of Malu, Goz

and Tripoli, with the cath taken by the viceroy of Sieily
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subject.  4thly, A promise, that the admiral, or his lieutenant,
should be chosen from the language of Italy ; as well as that those
on whom the command of squadrons might devolve, should be per-
sons in whom the king of Sicily could confide. 5thly, The abso-
lute necessity of the king's consent to the transfer of the isle.of
Malta to any other power. In short, it was agreed, that com-
missioners should be appointed to settle, in an amicable way, the
indemmnities due to those individuals who possessed fiefs in Malta, in
consequence of former grants from the king, and which the order
might wish to take into its own hands.

The grand-master and the council having received the diploma
of the grant, examined it, and accepted the clauses. Two ambas-
satlors were immediately sent to the viceroy of Sicily, to whom they
took the oath of fidelity ; and received the act of investiture from
his hands, in the name of the emperor. '|'hr}' then proceeded to
Malta, accompanied by six commissioners named by the viceroy,
who, in consequence of the power given them by the grand-master
and the couneil, solemnly swore, in their name, to preserve for the
mhabitants of these islands their rights, customs, and privileges.

The Maltese, and their neighbours in Goza, received the am-
bassadors with transports of joy; which were increased to the
highest degree when they learned that their new soverelgn intended
to reside amongst them ; as they expected, from his presence and
favour, a degree of happiness of which they had long been hopeless.

The university, as a proof of its satisfaction upon this occasion,

gave up, m favour of the order, the thirty thousand florins with
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which it had discharged a debt incurred by king Alphonso and the
Nava family, to whom the king of Spain, in reward of its faithful
services, had given the castellany (government of the castle) of St.
Angelo. The knights were put in possession of this fort, upon con-
dition only of paying a pension for life to Alvarez de Nava, the
head of that family.

A short time afterwards, the grand-master sent two galleys
and a galleon, with a sufficient number of knights, to '|11‘-|5.~t}li, n
Africa, in order to take possession of that ill-conditioned place ;
which the emperor absolutely insisted the knights should undertake
to defend. Nothing now was wanting for the entire establishment
of the order in Malta, but the landng of the grand-master and
council on that island. The people from Rhodes, who followed the
fortunes of the knights of St. John, were the first who embarked in
five galleys, two large caravels, and other transports. The effects
and titles of the order were shipped at the same time, together with
goods, provisions, and ammunition. Immediately upon the arrival
of I’Isle Adam*, the order gave into his hands, in quality of their
chief, all monarchical power ; after which he took possession of the
sovereignty of the island. He was placed under a canopy, and
carried by the jurats into the capital of the island, the gates of
which were shut: but having sworn, upon his cross, to preserve the
privileges of the inhabitants, the keys were presented to him ; and

he made his entry into the Citta Notabile amidst the acclamations

* October 26, 1530,
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of the people. The same ceremony and oath take place at the
election of every _g:r:m:|—|:11:1.-1t'1‘.

Fyery thing in Malta wore a different aspect when :*_J'lﬂ'l.'l'lili'll
by the order. The most sumptuous edifices were shortly erected,
both as places of worship, and as hospitals for the reliet of the poor
and sick of every country. The knights, worthy the admiration of
all beholders, were constant |_'|.' scen either }Ik'it_"{.lﬂf_rj' with theiwr accus-
tomed fervour to the true God of battles, or visiting the infirmaries,
where llll-_k' bestowed the same care and attention on the unfortu-
nate, which had formerly been paid them by the original hos-
pitallers.

A regular and magnificent city was bult upon a rough and
barren rock. Neat villages adorned the island ; whilst superb
country-houses, erected n different parts, announced the H{m!"l.”xhiﬂj_;
state of .Hazllil. 'i']ll.' armaments u!‘ 1_[14*. {_'r!‘:;ll_']' hw:ﬂi‘nf' t'u.*]':.,' du},’
more powerful ; so that the corsairs were not only deterred from
approaching the coasts of Malta and Goza, but were apprehen-
sive for the safety of their own. The banners of St. John shone
conspicuous 1n the front of the battle, during every war betwixt the
Christian princes and the infidels. Thrice, in concert with the
Spamsh fleet, 1t was displayed before Algiers, in the last thirty
vears of the eighteenth century®, and always with equal glory.
Twice the squadrons of the order accompanied those of France to

chastise Tunis ; and twice, likewise, its frigates were dispatched to

In 1775, I'T82, and 1783,
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assist his imperial majesty against the Turks. No one was more
sensible than Charles V., how l|‘l|1l‘n' serviceable the Ln'llu_i!h were to
the neighbouring powers. In lus first expedition to Africa, the
gates of Tunis were thrown open to him by one of these kmghts ;
and n the second, a violent tempest having almest entirely destroyed
and dispersed the Spamsh fleet, the navy of Malta, which alone
kept its post upon the raging waves, saved the remains of lus army,
which had fruitlessly endeavoured to rejoin their vessels upon a
coast covered on all sides with the wrecks of the fleet. At the
battle of Lepanto, three of the galleys belonging to the order, con-
formably to their right of pre-emmence, were placed m the post of
honour, and maintained themselves in it in a manner worthy their
ancient reputation. Every place, indeed, taken from the Venetians
by the Turks, can witness the generous efforts made by the knights
n its defence; who, during the long war in Candia, never failed to
send squadrons thither every year. The same navy was not merely
satisfied with spreading terror amongst the infidels, but was con-
tinually employed in bestowing comfort on the Christians. An
earthquake having overthrown the city of Augusta, and even reached
Malta, which it damaged considerably, the order, msensible to its
own situation, immediately dispatched its galleys with relief to the
unfortunate inhabitants. In 1783, Messina and Reggoio, together
with the whole coast of Calabria, suffered the same calamity, and mn
so terrible a manner as to be almost unparalleled i the annals of
history. These two cities presented a dreadful spectacle, and

were reduced to merely a heap of runs: their nuserable inhabitants,
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scattered through the fields, were deprived of shelter, and even the
common necessaries of food, &c. No sooner was the order of
Malta informed of this disaster, than galleys were nstantly sent,
laden with every article that could possibly contribute to the reliet
of the sufferers, and soften the horror of their situation.

The only fortress m the sland, J}\H'Hll‘]‘]}' defended 01]]}-‘ i}}' one
cannon and two falcons, soon became surrounded by batteries ; and
Malta was quickly considered as the strongest place 1n Christen-
dom. '111.-.=-11111.'—m14- years after the kmghts arrived in that 1sland,
the famous corsair Dragut was obliged to renounce his design of
conquering it; and, in fifteen more, the whole united Ottoman force
miscarried in the same attempt before Malta, which resisted with
all its strength, but which owed its safety still more to its brave
defenders, than to the excellence of its fortifications. Indeed, the
valour for which the knights of St. John were ever so renowned,
stll existed in its :_u"i;;'l;lml ]JLITi.l“r': we may even venture to SdY,
that the order never ceased to possess it ; and 1if, for a moment,
this sacred fire has seemed extinguished in the breast of some few
of its members, be assured, 1t will shine out afresh, and blaze forth
with double lustre, when purified from the effects of its recent mis-
fortunes.— Errare humanum est.

Notwithstanding the members of the order were constantly
employed in making the necessary arrangements for establishing
themselves in Malta, the galleys still continued their excursions.
They attempted to surprise the city of Modon ; and succeeded in

pillaging it, and carrymng off immense riches. They likewise took a
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oreat number of slaves, amongst whom were eircht hundred women
Py t ] r I

antd girls®,

]:I::-'i]{' "'“[-r“” I!il'l"."H].!_"_' l_'l]ﬁ‘-f!'[‘{l. EE'.I‘ H:IEI’- l_'l.' ol nis new ]‘l"“"‘-ﬂ.]tl’-l‘*.

and reculated the finances in the exactest manner—having built a

church and an infirmary, and provided for those Rhodian families
which followed the order, by which they were constantly protected
—had no further ambition, than peaceably to end a life passed in
continual amtations, ammdst the gratetul benedictions of his people :
but 1t was decreed that this hero should go throuch sull severer
trials ; and that the greatest of his misfortunes should be reserved
to embitter his last moments.

Disputes arose between the knights of the different languages,
which ended by their taking up arms against each other; and the
most precious blood mn Christendom was shed by Christian hands.
A false point of honour stifled every idea of the true; and, for the
first time, the kmghts engaged in a most bloody war. These
disorders being at last suppressed, the severity of the law took its
course : twelve Emighlh‘ were banished Malta, and many others
thrown into the sea. Just as was their punishment, I.’Isle Adam
felt equally grieved at the offence and the chastisement of the

offenders.

A young Turkish woman, of exquisite beauty,

viscount de Cicala, who married her; and she bore him a son, named Scipio

becamae the :.IIIZ-|I:|,'|'|,'-.' ol |.I i

Cicala, This young man, after having met with various adventures, went to Con-

‘-*'fi‘-fltllihglh'.. where he turned Mahometan, and, by his great valour, became coin-

mander of the Turkish army : in which capacity he sufficiently revi nred the cause
N i - Y s

of the Turks for the sacking Modon.

VOL. 1I. F
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To complete the miseries of this venerable old man, HenryVIIL.
abolished the order in his dominions®. ‘This ]mnnf began by in-
justice, and ended in cruelty. From sectary he became persecutor ;
and in order to commit crimes with ]:111]1![1'11}'* he no longer acknow-
ledoed the head of the church; who could never be mmduced to
believe, that Christian morality could conform to the caprices of
mankind. and become subservient to their Em*-:'«lli}il'%. Henry, there-
fore, declared himself supreme chief of his new religion, which he
insisted upon all his subjects embracing : and though this religion
appeared founded upon principles of tolerance and independence, he
caused scaffolds to be L-|'¢':'1L-:|.. and [:1'-1-t1;|t- Lo he {1[>1-ru-t|. .Ul
those who, though contented as subjects to submit to the laws of
the land, thought themselves entitled to liberty of conscience,
underwent the most cruel persecutions. Amongst the knights of
Malta whose blood flowed for the faith, we feel a melancholy
pleasure in tracing the following names, transmitted to us by
history, viz.: Ingley, Adrian Forrest. Adrian Fortescu, and Mar-
maduke Bohus, who, refusing to renounce the behef of their
ancestors, perished by the axe of the executioner. Thomas Mytton
and Edward Waldegrave, imprisoned in a hormble dungeon, chose
rather to die honourably in their confinement, than to purchase
their liberty by the erime of perjury. Richard and James Bell,
John Noel, &e. likewise preferred the true and solid consolations

christianity alfords to those who suffer in 1ts cause, to the deceitful
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and transitory pleasures of a court; they therefore passed the
remainder of their days in an honourable exile. Many knights
havine with difficulty L‘SL‘iii}i'tI {from Ht'nr}"ﬂ pursuit, arrived in
Malta without any means for their future subsistence. "The grand-
master received them with a parent’s affection; ensured them a
proper provision, and endeavoured to comfort them under their
misfortunes. Alas! who more than himself was in need of conso-
lation 7

Thus, in the midst of such eruel afflictions, died 1.'Isle Adam ;
upon whose tomb were engraved the tollowing simple words, so truly

expressive of the events of his life :

& Hic jacet Firtus victriz Fortune*"

“ Here reposes Virtue trinmphant over Misfortane.”

Upon the death of L'Isle Adam, care was taken to make a
permanent provision for the English kmights mn the principal place
of residence of the order. '['rue charity never repulses the sons
of musfortune : these kmghts, therefore, remained amongst their
brethren, by whom they were always pitied and relieved, beloved

:|I|1l l'l'.‘=]1l‘1.'|.i.'{l. r”u* ﬁ|'-¢|_ imqﬂlu]h_-r;, as tiu-l'.,' 'l.'L'T_‘..' ‘-.".L'IJl Iélnei-

+ The fimily of L'Isle Adam continued to subsist in France ; but was reduced
to a state of such indigence, that, towards the end of the seventeenth century, a
sentleman of that name was under the neces '|_\ of drivinge carts loaded with
stones, m the '|'|-.".:‘::|||r'-:‘;!'|'|<|:'|| of Trove in Champa e, L order to support his

pag
father. See P.Art de '.w'..-"-'-."E-"J' les Dales.
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hered. |~f.,-._.\-ﬁ-_x1-d no property attached to any p.'n‘ii.rtll-.u' l'.l[‘l_:'ltu;_"iw
but exercised their charity indifterently to all—relieving equally the
wants of the hospitallers, and those of the sick and poor.

'H::' i':H.:“*il |\1'z-|:;"]il«'- HH';.ilEH":l as I'.!tl_'rﬁ.' wWEere lrI' 1[]1"l|‘ lm«—
sessions, |-~.-|-.~4-:'-.|-:| all the dignities belonging to the language.
Their brethren would have thought it derogatory to their own
honour, had they entdeavoured to deprive them of these advantages:
indeed, so much did they respeet their misfortunes, that they not
only permitted the name of the language of England to remain ;
but not one of the other languages would have dared to usurp the
dignity of grand furcepolier, which had ever been attached to it.
The pope, a long time afterwards, gave the grand-master per-
mission to appoint to that post. The language of England was
constantly represented in the counecil, and in the election of a grand-
master ; and the most ancient brother of the order was always
pillier for that language. 'T'wo centuries afterwards, a new language
was tormed, styled the Anglo-Bavarian; the knights of St. John
not l"]]l;;l{_l_'-“]::' to let sink 1 oblivion a name so 'H.'IJI,'._': cherished |".I"' the
religion.  Indeed, the language of England still preserved its post
at the siege of Malta, where it was placed on the mole on the Burgh
side, assisted l'."‘ those of Castille and U-.‘I'I]ii:ll_".'.

The Fnglish, who, before the abolition of their order by
tHlenry, had places in the council, or were in the land or sea service.
continued to act in the same capacity, and were allowed to vote at

the election of a I',L'I'Lillll—!ll:l‘ﬁil'!': those, hikewise, who, constant in the

taath of their ancestors, were afterwards desirous of entering inlt) the
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order, were received, and held equally capable with the other
knights of obtaining commanderies in the priories into which they
had been admutted.

Under the government of the successors of L'Isle Adam, we
again see lnglish knights appear upon the scene; but, alas! m a
very different manner. One, in a transport of jealous fury, [580581=
nated his mistress; for which, according to custom, he was delivered
up to the common law, tried, and sentenced to be taken one mile
from the port, put into a sack, and thrown alive into the sea: whilst
another, an English commander, of the name of Upton, one of the
bravest knights in the order, placed lumself at the head of thirty
knights, together with four hundred of the inhabitants, and thus
opposed the disembarking of the infidels upon the first descent of
Dragut on the island, which happened during the grand-mastership
of John d'Omedes. This valiant knight lost his life in consequence
of the wounds he received in the action,

Towards the conclusion of the same grand-mastership, Mary
mounted the throne of England, and, being a Roman eatholic,
restored the wealth of the order, which had been annexed to the
crown by her father, to its original possessors. This fortunate n-
|1'|E-I';_"'1‘L|l'r' was carried to Malta ]r_\ "ll[rhlili Hosmadon; and we need
not say how much the whole order, and particularly the Fnghsh
knights, were delighted by this intelligence. "o show their grati-
tude to the (Jueer, the :1'I!|'|=.|—!'||_Z|*-1I."|' and the coun il bestowed the
priory of St. John of London upon sir Richard Seeley, who had,

indeed, greatly contributed to this restitution.
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This priory, independent of the considerable revenue attached
to it, enjoved a very great privilege—that of sitting in the English
[?'.'l!']iilll]l nt as the first baron of the |\I|IL_:_’"i]i'JI]E. The consent of this
assembly, in which the liberties and interests of the nation frequently
triumph over the majesty of the throne, was necessary for the re-
establishment of the Roman catholic religion. Cardinal Pole was
invested with the dignity and power of legate from the pope®. lle
abolished all schisms, but without daring to insst either upon
penances or the restitution of church-lands. It was necessary, mn
the beginning, to pardon faults which it would have been dangerous
to punish: he was, therefore, obliged to remain satisfied with the
proud submission of the English, who received the favour ot the
lmf}' see in a manner which sufliciently showed [ln-}.' had not sought
to obtam 1t ;: indeed, the power of the pope was, very H'E'.m'ﬂl'-.' after,
entirely annihilated i England, and the possessions of the kmghts
of St. John once more wrested from them.

If upon this occasion the church had reason to regret 1ts sepa-
ration from so pU‘x'xl'Tt'lll a nation, the order had t'r||ml cause foi

aftliction, in being deprived of its illustrious nobility.
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CH AP IV,

Peter Dupont appointed Grand-Master.  Expedition of Charles V.
!I,”;I” . Elll'.l"ll-l'..r-r. _ .Irl o ||-.,)I:' I -4.;. ||I| 1 J.".'fl-'_llfl:l'll'.".l-;'l i ' I'I.;.:nl |r.'l_- P Jrll-u' ! .':_'_" .'I,' le = one .I;lr .
;1“"‘:"" i ."I'I recents | .'I,-.; ; al'\'! :,'.'_\' r,"."l. I]f 1-'." i I-'._-,' fo |".".|'|" ;_' 1 '.'__-' a7 F ol Jr) |"-I -'II-._: e (.'I-t . ."1'_-'_

Jaille succeeds Peter Dupont. A Corsair,, surnamed Chasse-Diable
{ Drive-Devil), is repulved from before Tripoli. Joln d'Omedes
G rand-Master. An unfortunate Expedition fo Algiers. Services
¢ and Hherr ."!.r:.-",:.'.'. Memorable Action |"I_|_.' [Tt
Maltese (-r.'.'rfll'_.'_.-'\ et iy e

J.":l,".",'r':_'.-';r'J:f.'r Share. Descent -:_J,fx the Turks in the Island i Walia.

rendered "I'IJ.-' the -lr'k--:"-":.‘f

ure of Africa ; in which the Knights had «

They present themselves before the old City.  Their Re-embarkation.
They seize upon Goza, owing to the Cowardice of the Governor., The

Punishment he received,

= oy e :
(_.l[.ﬂ“J'f."ﬁ V., as has been already observed, had soon reason

to congratulate himself on the concessions he had made to the

order. Some celebrated corsairs, having long been thieves and
pirates, became, by degrees, the conquering party. The DBarba-

rossas likewise had possessed themselves of some |nm|-rl'||! states on
the coasts of Africa: which, jomed to continual prizes taken from
the Spamards, and their frequent descents upon the coasts of ltaly,
induced the emperor to declare war, and to communicate his deter-
mination to the knights of St. John of Jerusalem.

Peter Dupont, by birth a Piedmontese, who succeeded L' Isle
Adam, sent out a squadron with land forces to assist the emperor :

who, thus supported, obtained a complete victory over Barbarossa.
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This success induced him to attack Tunis, which, he very well

Lnew. contained the treasures of this famous corsair. (n approach-
ine the city, he was greatly surprised to perceive a kmight of lalta,
named Simeoni, coming to meet him, :1L'{'::1tl'Er.m'h'n] by six thousand

brave Christians, who, with himself, had broken their chans, and

taken possession of Tunis. Charles flew to embrace him, saying:
¢ Courteous knioht, blessed forever be the resolute valour which
has enabled you to break your chains, to facilitate my vietory, and
to increase the glory of your order '™

Didier de St. Jaille, who had greatly distinguished himself at
the siege of Rhodes, succeeded Peter Dupont® (1535). During his
mastership, Chasse- Diable (Drive-Devil), a victorious corsair, who
rivalled Barbarossa in courage, and .-'1I!I'P:H.H'i'i{ him in ferocity, at-

tacked Tripoli; but having been wounded in the assault, whalst

acting the part of a valiant leader, the town E'H'upt*(l for a short

time falling into the hands of the infidels; for the corsair’s troops,
perceiving the misfortune which had befallen their chief, lost all
courace, and abandoned the ]'11;u'4u E:'::ki]]_z;; behind EE!E'H!, under the
wall of the fortress, the bodies of many of their comrades who had

been killed i the action-f-.

Died November [ 2. k535,
+ During his reien, the chevalier de Bourbon, _--l';!l|-.l-|:|".-~1' of France, ordered
a hanging of tapestry to he made, on which were represt nted the portraits of all the
grand-masters, taken from excellent original paintings brought from Rhodes. The
ground of this magmbhicent furniture was of silk embossed with gold : and when it
was finished, he sent it to Malta, to be placed in the principal church of the island.

—Bosio, book viii. Vertot, book x.
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On the death of Didier de St. Jailles *, John d'Omedes was
elected grand-master (1536) by the Spanish faction, which, owing
to the protection granted by Charles V. to the order, began to
show an inclination to take the lead in the convent. The troubles
this occasioned during the mastership of Omedes, and afterwards,

during that of Cassiere, will presently be perceived; so true it is

(and it cannot be too often repeated), that on the independence of

the order must ever rest the power of protecting the Christian

Cduse.

The emperor having reason to complain of the government of

Algiers, fitted out a most formidable armament, with an intention.

as it appeared, entirely to extirpate the infidels from the coasts of

Bﬂrh;w}'. He, in consequence of this resolution, demanded from
Malta all possible assistance. The whole of the knights offered
themselves to j{:nin the expedition ; but only four hundred were per-
mitted to embark, each of whom was accompanied by two servants
in arms. In order to appear more conspicuous to their enemies,
they wore upon the breast a covering of crimson damask or velvet,
upon which shone a white cross. The first sally made by the
garrison of Algiers, gave them an opportunity of signalising them-
selves in the most valiant manner: it may, mdeed, be said, with
truth, that their exertions saved a great part of the Christian army
from being cut to pieces. 'The advanced posts had been surprised

—the infidels were proceeding towards the emperor’s quarters, when

Died at '..‘l]-”rll,'lil..,'“]l.,'l'. H<‘Jr‘.1"lllhl‘l' G
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the arrival of two Spanish regiments, together with the knights of
Malta, happily stopped their progress. Villegagnon, a IFrench
knight, distinguished himself most eminently . With the natural
impetuosity of his nation, he rushed into the midst of the enemy,
and was wounded in the left arm by a Moorish cavalier; but
having parried, with his right hand, a second stroke of a lance from
the same cavalier, he sprang upon the horse of his assailant, and
stabbed him to the heart. Savienae, likewise a Frenchman, carry-
ing the standard of Malta, pursued the infidels to the very gates of
Algiers, into which he struck his poignard, as a proof of the
courageous part he had taken in the attack.

The order lost seventy-five knights in the two first sallies ; and
they were preparing to engage in fresh combats, when a most
dreadful tempest arose. The ships which conveyed the provisions
were, in the space of half an hour, either dispersed or destroyed.
Fifteen :ujll-lu and !'i;g;ltl'}'-slx other wvessels I'Jll'."l'li.*]h‘l.l. };Ulhing
could possibly equal the horrors of the scene upon the shore, which
shortly appeared covered with pieces of wreck and dead bodies.
The soldiers and sailors who were able to swim, perished on the
coast ; for the Moors and Arabs wandering in the fields, repaired
to the sea-side, and massacred, without the smallest sentiments of
compassion, all those who attempted to land. On an occasion so
memorably disastrous, the Maltese navy rose to the lighest pitch

. m N - . -
of glory. The galleys of the order alone resisted the fury of the

* See La felation du Niege d’ Algiers, addressée au Pope Pawl 111, par ¢

SErri tarre de gon Lerat
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waves ; and when Charles V. was told that some vessels appeared
still to live at sea, he exclaimed, * They must, indeed, be Maltese
galleys which can outride such a tempest!” The high opinion he
had formed of this fleet was fully justified ; for the standard. of the
order was soon in sight.

The sailors belonging to a very old galley endeavoured to
sink 1t, which the commander opposed with the greatest firmness ;
and on their representing to him, that the vessel having been

o

employed twenty years, the loss would be very trifling, he drew his
sword, and told them: * This galley was entrusted to me by the
order, and the first person who attempts to destroy it shall re-
cetve his death from my hands; for I will either save the vessel or

perish upon the spot.” The heroism and firmness of the com-

mander inspired the crew with courage—every one assisted at the

pumps—and their attempts to save the galley were at last crowned
with success. The order had nearly lost another galley by a mis«
fortune which could Unl‘v have been remedied i}lx' an act of the
greatest intrepidity. The rudder being carried away, the vessel
drifted with the waves, and was nearly thrown upon a rock, where
it inﬂkl]ihf}' must have gone to ]:'iz-v.v.-\'? had not two |1L!]'£;|I".' satlors,
.‘-ll‘i}]pt'{]. and lashed together with ropes, suffered themselves to be
lowered down; where, without tools, employing their hands alone,
they succeeded in shipping a fresh one, which fortunately had been
provided in case of such aceident,

In this disastrous retreat made i:_y' the Christian army, the
knights of Malta, though most of them had been wounded in the

y €)
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action, still maintained, as usual, the post of honour. They com-
posed the rear-guard, embarked the last, and were fiercely pur-
sued by the Moorish cavalry.

The coasts of Africa were destined soon to receive a second
visit from the knichts of Malta, who conducted themselves in the

=

same glorious manner, and fortunately with more success.

Africa, a powerful city, with a considerable fortress, where the
celebrated corsair Dragut, who reigned over a great extent of
country, kept his principal forces, was besieged by the Christians*,
The knights of Malta, for a great length of time, had possessed the
exclusive privilege of heading all attacks: but the emperor’s troops,
commanded by the son of the viceroy of Naples, and likewise by
the viceroy of Sicily, determined to have the sole honour of taking
the place by assault. They therefore commenced the attack without
acquainting the knights with their intention: but they were re-
pulsed with great loss, which would have been still more conside-
rable, had not the Maltese troops flown to their relief,

The bailiff de la Sangle, who some time afterwards was-chosen
grand-master, commanded upon this ocecasion, ‘Though exposed
to all the dangers of war, he regarded hospitality as his first duty ;
and contrived a kind of hospital and infirmary in his tents, where
the sick and wounded were received and properly treated. The
other kmights followed his example :—they attended the sick in

turns ; and were admired throughout the army, not only for their

1350
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courage, but their charity. The town was assaulted a second
time : when the commander Giou first mounted the breach, planted
the colours of the order upon it, and was killed by a shot from the
enemy. Ie was immediately replaced by the commander de
Cossier, who, during the whole action, though exposed to a constant
fire, and enveloped in a cloud of arrows from the cross-bows, still
held exalted the banner of St.John. At the very moment when
they despaired of carrying the place, and the Imperial troops ap-
pL‘il!'L‘t_l to gh'u way, the commander de Gimeran forced his passage
mto the ('il:u.', which was ]lIll:n*{liutf-ij' taken and sacked. l]rugufﬂ
soldiers, ﬁ*m‘lng the r{-ln'{]:u'lw.ki of their leader more than death,
rushed upon the swords of the Christians, and, refusing to ask for
quarter, were all cut to pieces.

In this manner was taken the strongest city at that time exist-
ang on the African coast. 'The emperor, desirous of preserving the
I]It"n'lﬂl:‘}" ﬁtr lil[' "n."i.'ilr]'-'.!ffl]""- i'\i”!'ii Ii]'fll.'_'l"l.'l 1.].11." t'll]!}[i:i]‘[.‘\'., Hﬁh‘]'l'[i. Hl"“’[]
quit‘tlng the ]ﬂm_'.{*._, their remains to be 11‘1|||..-i‘un:'1.r.'ri into ."“'-']c"ilt'-.'., and
ilﬁpﬂﬁitt‘*tl in the cathedral at Montreal ; where they arrived 1n two
separate cases :—and the viceroy erected a mausoleum, upon which
he engraved the following epitaph—** Though the hand of Death
has terminated the existence of those whose ashes are entombed
under this marble, the remembrance of their rare valour can never
be effaced. _H:.,r faith these heroes have obtained a seat in heaven :
and their courage has ensured their everlasting glory on earth; so
that the blood which issued from their wounds, has, for one transi-

tory life, procured them durable immortality !”
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Dragut, enraged at the loss of Africa, together with his
treasures and slaves contained n it, which he attributed p]‘iil{‘ipu‘li}'
to the kmghts of St. John, determined upon revenge: he there-
fore presently appeared before Malta with a formidable fleet.
Such were the obstinacy and avarice of the grand-master, that the
knights were In a most destitute state ; notwithstanding which,
lhe-_'-.' never foreot what Eh:*}-‘ owed to themselves and to the order.
At no time had they appeared more resolute: and their very
aspect struck their enemies with awe. Dragut commanded the
fleet under Sinam, Solyman's general; who, upon viewing the
situation and batteries of fort St. Angelo, refused to attack it,
though ardently pressed by Dragut to risk the assault.

The Ottoman troops proceeded to the coast near the Old
{-Fl[."'r which was not UH!}-’ undefended, but filled with miserable
peasants, crowded one upon another, whose despairing state gave
very little reason to expect much from their assistance. They
however applied to Omedes for relief; who refused them, and at
the same time declared, that the whole armed forces of the order
were not more than sufficient to ensure his own safety. The
person charged with this commission, cruelly hurt at being forced
to deliver so severe an answer to the commandant of the Old
City, entreated (according to the orders he had received on his de-
parture) that the grand-master would at least consent to send Ville=
gagnon—the same knight whose gallant actions have already been
mentioned in this history ; and who, greatly flattered with the high

opinion entertamed of his courage, accepted, with equal modesty



IIISTORY OF MALTA. 30

and resignation, the dangerous mission with which he was charged :
but he represented, at the same time, that there was very little re-
liance to be placed upon a troop of peasants shut up n a city, who
naturally were fearful of danger, and who were insensible to the
shame annexed to those who avold 1t ; that, in the ]m-we'nl circumni-
stance, the governor was in want of intrepid men, who were ledd on
to action by motives of religion and principles of honour: in a
word, that, in order to save the city, it would at least be necessary
to send one hundred knights to its relief. The gourageous Ville-
gagnon, whose frankness had frequently offended Omedes, could
obtamn ncathinlt_{; from the grnml—nm.«cu'l". who, wearied with such
solid remonstrances, bluntly answered, “l'hat he expected courage
and obedience, and not reasons, from a knight: that if he were
afraid, 1t would be easy to find others, who would think themselves
honoured by such a commission.” Villegagnon, piqued at a reply
which seemed to strike at his honour, instantly said : “ I will pre-
sently show you, sir, that an idea of fear never made me avold
danger.” Upon which he immediately departed, accompanied by
six French knights, his particular friends ; and mn order to reach the
city before day-break, they threw themselves, without saddles and
bridles, upon some horses which were grazing in the moats of the
castle, and thus arrived near the besieged town. In the darkness
of the night they glided to the bottom of the wall, and having made
the proper signals, a rope was thrown over, by which they all seven,
together with their guide, entered the fort without being perceved

by the enemy.
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The presence of Villegagnon produced as great an eftect as
the arrival of a strong re-inforcement. All the mhabitants, with
the country people, solemnised his entry by exclamations of )oy
and discharges of musquetry. These demonstrations struck the
enemy with terror ; wiich was still llL‘ight:‘]!i'{l ]’.I"- thewr ]!Enil'tg_; Te=
ceived false advice that a Chrstian fleet was at sea and making
suil towards Malta.

Sinam 1ssued orders for his troops to re-embark : but, that 1t
night not be said his expedition t*lstil't-l}' failed, the troops deter-
mined to attempt a descent upon Goza, which succeeded, owing to
the cowardice of the FOVErnor— the I;'ml_x' instance of the kind which
had ever happened in the order. One Finglish cavalier alone fired
upon the Turks ; but this brave man being killed by a shot from the
enemy’s battery, no one had suflicient courage to take his place.

The commandant of Goza, named Galation, made known to
the bashaw his readiness to capitulate; but proposing such honour-
able terms as could only be granted to those who had made a
glorious defence, they were rejected with contempt. Sinam gave
liberty to only forty persons; and Galation had not only de-
manded his own, but that of two hundred inhabitants chosen by
himself.

The Turks immediately entered the castle, and at the same
time pillaged the governor’s apartments; he himself being obliged to
carry some of his furniture upon his back on board the infidels’
ships. He was then stripped of his clothes, and bound like a slave.

Six thousand Christians, of all ages, and both sexes, were, through
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his abominable cowardice, reduced to the same state, and neve

ceased t'l'j:l'r]:u'll-l]l;' him as the cause of their misfortunes *.

* A Sicilian who had been settled for some time in Goza, preferring death te
slavery, and dreading the consequences of the latter for his family, in a transport ol
rage and jealousy stabbed his wife and two daughters to the heart. Being deter-
mined not to survive them, he armed himself with a musquet and cross-bow, and
baving dispatched two Turks, rushed impetuously into the midst of the enemy,

where, after wounding several, he at last met with the death he so eagerly sought

VOL. II. G
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CHAP. V.

The Sieze of Tripoli. Insurrection of the Troops. The Capitula-
tion violated. Remarkable Defence made by one of the Servants-
af-drms.  The French Ambassador at the Porte redeems the Slaves.
The Grand-Master endeavours, by underhand Contrivances, to ruin
the Ambassador and the Governor r_-'.|f. ?:".':,n'jﬂ.'rf., .I'-e"fle'lf'.'_" agnomn,
French Kuicht, undertakes to defend their Cause.  The Ambassador
leaves Malta. The Governor of Tripoli, together with three Spanish
Kunights, imprisoned and fried. Infamous Conduct of the Judge.
Many Members of the Council courageously oppose the Execution of
the Sentence. Henry Il., King of France, demands that Justice
shall be done (o his Ambassador, The Grand-Master prevents the
Vindication being sent to France. FVillegagnon discovers that the
Grand-Master has suborned the f.'-:'f.{.-_:;.' : and altacks .“."}['I,fr'u'.r,'.l.:',l' upon
the Subject in full Council. The Grand-Master is obliged to sign the
Ambassador's Vindication, and to commit it into the Hands of Ville-
gagnon. New Fortifications erected at Malta. Fort St. Elmo.
La Sangle elected Grand-Master. Honours paid him by the Viceroy
of Sicily. The Grand-Master jfortifies the Burgh ; which takes the
Name of City La Sangle. Dreadful Ravages occasioned in less than
Half an Hour, by a Siphon or Water-spout. The extraordinary
Accidents it occasioned. Dragut makes a Descent on Malta ; but is
obliged to re-embark his Troops.

-
I'ne capture of Goza induced Dragut and Sinam to pursue their
good fortune ; they accordingly set sail for Tripoli, which was not
only extremely difficult to defend against the enemy, but was left

m a very destitute state by Omedes, who could never be prevailed

L
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upon to send necessary relief. Omedes, however, when 1t was too late,
induced Gabriel I’ Aramont, the French ambassador at Constanti-
nople, to dissuade the Turkish generals from attempting the siege of
Tripoli: but on reaching their army he found it already begun;
and he was not only unable to prevail with them in any respect,
but they contrived to detain him among them, on different pre-
tences,

Scarcely had the enemy’s batteries begun to fire upon the fort,
when the Spanish and Calabrian troops sent thither by the viceroy
of Naples and Sicily, being but just levied, and unaccustomed to
stand fire, began to mutiny ; and, what is very astonishing, they
were encouraged in their insurrection by two or three Spanish
knights, particularly by one named Errera, who acted as treasurer.
The marshal of the order, Vallier, of the language of Auvergne,
was commandant of Tripoli. He was universally esteemed a brave
man ; and made use of every effort in his power to quell the sedi-
tion. He was supported by all the other knights, except those
already mentioned ; but their exertions were fruitless—neither
threats nor entreaties were of any avail: so that at last the marshal,
perceiving the dignity of commandant no longer existed, and that
obedience was out of the question, found himself obliged to enter
mto a tui:imimiuu: the articles of which, however, were never
carried into execution. The Spanish and Calabrian rebels, con-
vinced that their lllrg'l't}' was ﬁi'zr_*tlj'tt_'{_i in the :_‘:11:i£'u]a|iiuu, went to
meet the conqueror, who stripped them of their possessions, loaded
them with chains, and reduced them to a state of abject slavery.

G2
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1'1{'.-|::|1_ at aiuich o moment, must ]E:.L".'i' been the reflexions of

¥

those men, who, being themselves the cause of this shameful sur-
render, were reduced to drag on life in humihating self-reproaches
and fruitless despair! Equally disregarded by their enemies and
their former protectors, they were left, without pity, to languish in
chains, and to groan in a captivity brought on by their own treason
and infamous cowardice.

Desveches, a servant-of-arms, commanded a small fort near
1 ol | 1 1 e " 1
the entrance of the port: and though the garrison consisted of only
thurty men, he would not listen to any terms of rt':}al}ﬂ.JriLitH] with
1.-..."1'""' E, - ,I._ul .‘I.' SO 4 | o i | ke et '.ll_
the Lurks, but forced them to raise a battery agamnst his inconsids
rable fort, which, in eourse, was instantly reduced. Desveches, with
his troops, had the good fortune to escape in a boat during the
mght, and to gain the open sea.

I'he French ambassador succeeded in obtaiune leave to ran-
som the knights, which he did without distinetion of country. This
permission, however, was obtained with difficulty, by the means of
presents, and paying a large sum out of his own private fortune.

D’ Aramont embarked for Malta, accompanied by the knights
he had thus ransomed. But he had scarcely berun to taste the
heartfelt satisfaction of restoring his valiant companions to their

l'I > -I . ] gk - - 1. °
order, when, in the midst of the I]lrﬁ*-l:lt;,-;‘-i bestowed upon him by

those whose chains he had broken, he was informed that the orand-
master accused him of having given up Tripoli into the hands of
the fidels. Omedes was, in truth, dismaved upon receiving in-

telhgence that the town was taken ; though he was more uneasy
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than gl":m‘f'{i upon the occasion, fearing, with reason, that the loss
of so considerable a place would be attributed to him. He w ry
well knew that complamnts had been made in the convent of his
having neglected the fortifications of Tripoli, and of s having
embezzled the money destined for that purpose, in order to ;_ﬁl'-.J-;.-.r :
for his uvphl-uﬂ. The loss of that |=!.:'.:_':- mierlit ]1:_”_‘-,5_1 s
those complaints, and occasion a strict examination into his conduet,
which might, 1‘}:4'1'.:&;54, end m his beine ‘I"i"""‘l“ In order to
escape from so dangerous a situation, he determined to render the

ambassador suspected, and to accuse him, together with marshal
Vallier, of having occasioned the loss of ’i'a']].ﬁfrii. His friends im-
|'|1>"[1-Il11.r{‘1.-' ln‘g:ln Lo [l]'u:i'nalg';'.5<' Jl} ol i |':-}';:'|'l-' x.ilil I'c'--ih ct to the con-
duet of D’'Aramont : they even secretly wrote letters to the diffe-
rent L!s];‘hl* |1'=m]1r-r.~'w.l i!u‘nu;l‘.u!:; I'.:i-.'lr:::-. to accuse him of being
in. league with the Turks. The languare held in Malta on this
.-'.lt!‘il'i'l. and the reports thus malignantly spread, soon reac hed
)’ Aramont: but no words can xpress his surprise on the OCcasion.
He 'm.-ci:m’.i_r demanded an audience ;: to which he was summoned to
appear in full council. Ile took his seat next to the erand-master;
;LJ]EL lllél]lxi]l_;: 11 I1]!|'~'|.'f_1|'1]'|l".' his character and situation to condescent
Lo E'J-['l|1r* .‘-'~l]1'll l-ulwi' I'L']:nﬂ'i-_. Lie ::-tl]l‘;' I|'r||'lt'-'§1'l.|. :ll:lwl-.'l'“:.l'i_" }'..I;:!w':'. L
Omedes, that ¢ he would please to remember, that his journey mto
Africa was in consequence of his repeated entreaties : and that in order
to induce him to ymn[d_'.' with . this request, the grand-master had

represented that the interests of Christianity were concerned.”  Hi

hkewise noticed the great affection with which the king his master
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had ever honoured the knights of St.John ; and finished by enume-
rating the services he had rendered the order on so important an
oceasion.  'The grand-master answered in few words, and with an
air of distant coldness,  I)’Aramont, perceiving, that, in the present
disposition of men’s minds, 1t would be useless to endeavour to make
the grand-master sensible of his injustice, or indeed to complain of
it, departed a few days afterwards for Constantinople, but not with-
out acquainting his sovereign, Henry I1., with all that had passed.
The absence of the ambassador gave the grand-master an
opportunity to contrive the marshal’s ruin. It was decided in
council, that he, together with the knights, should be forced to give
an account of the motives which induced them to capitulate. Three
knights, of three different languages, were appointed to take cogni-
sance of the affair, and the grand-master took care to name three
of his own creatures for this commission : but as these commissio-
ners, being in a religious order, were mcapable of judging in a
criminal cause which struck at the lives of the accused, i1t was
determmed that a secular should be named as head of the com-
mission, who, after having examined the report of the three knights,
should pronounce judgement on the criminals, The grand-master
contrived that Augustin de Combe, a secular officer in the 1sland,
who owed all he possessed to Omedes, should be appomted to this
office. T'his man was easily corrupted, being always ready to sacrifice
his conscience to his love of money. He also made choice, for the
attorney in the commission, of another secular, who was a Spaniard

by birth, and whose only merit was a blind submission to his will,
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LTI‘JDH a 1‘:{:.1‘11;‘1{}11 giwn in 11},‘ the official attorney, the marshal
was apprehended, together with three knights, named Fuster,
de Sousa, and Errera, who had likewise a very great share in the
apitulation, though from very different motives from those which
actuated the Fovernor.

Depositions against the marshal were received from the most
noted villains—men whose lives had been stained by the blackest
erimes ; whilst worthy men saw with grief that the ruin of Vallier
was {l:_'i‘t_'l':]lin{'{h_ let what would be the consequence ; for so power-
ful was the cabal 1|§:u'1[1.x'L him, and so odious had Lhn*} contrived
to make his cause, that no one ventured to say a word m lus
favour.

Villegagnon alone possessed suflicient generosity of soul ta
undertake his defence ; and he acquitted himself in the aflair with
the most undaunted courage—declaring boldly, that it was very
extraordinary, when the town was lost by the negligence, perhaps
indeed by the avarice, of those who were employed to fortify it
and to carry in supplies, that any one should attempt to make the
marshal responsible for the crimes of others. The friends of this
dlustrious knight, together with the greatest part of the I'rench,
concurred m the ju.ﬁth'.: of this defence, and began to open thewr
eyes to the truth. The gi’ll]]:i-t]]:i.-itl't'.. |u'|'t'l'1k]ug' the L']mn;'r which
was taking place in the minds of those who composed the assembly,
wished to hul'r}' the business to a eonclusion. The official attorney,
n concert-with Omedes, produced fresh witnesses. These, Villega-

gnon discovered, had been bribed ; he therefore made a L‘U]ullluinl
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to the commissioners, and I.'II'IJI!_::I.":_ *Iu‘nr}'f of the :_‘.[}J'i‘lliﬂ]{m. His

tations obtained a delay of eight days, mn order to give a
e to the witnesses in favour of the marshal. More than
rsons of known integrity appeared in this short space of

vhose testimony entirely erushed the depositions given i by
After hearing the report of the commissioners, and afterwards

LG SERTEeNCy pron mmnced Dy i i]|n'-_..-d_ It was ceclared ) 111 ll!
council, that the loss of 'l I'i"l;-:J]l was not occasioned by any treason,
. e wE o ' B A 2] - » the
or co-operation with the enemy, on the part of the marshal or the
I.xfl:_ill."-. |>'I! -"u:li!'x'l'-. o bhe ;;H]'||:';1I-.-ri Ly E}]u_' :'un-.;||'1lj:'1' Uf Ei!n' {_..:llq'l—
brians ; that, m truth, there was no imperial constitution, nor any

law, wlieh, .m such a case, deereed anv Eu“'l]rntm' Entni-;]nm_lul for
-

the governors and officers ; but that, according to the statutes ol

the order, a v governor mirht be dismissed from his t_‘]lill'.'..';"-.. whe,
without an express permission from the grand-master and the coun-
cil, abandoned a fort which was entrusted to him to defend. In
consequence of which 1t was concluded, by umversal consent,
That the marshal, toecether with the knights Sousa, Lrrera, and
f‘u-:i':‘ should be t'l'}.-l'Ex'c'ni' of the habit and cross of the i"'n'l]"'!'r for
having contributed to the loss :'1!'ri'|"|]n:|'|.”
A sien of discontent which escaped the grand-master, suf-
ficiently proved that he was dissatisfied with this sentence. The
truth was, he never would have included the three Spanish knights

in the accusation, had he not wished to take off all suspicion of his

]'_:u.-lfi_;‘ :L_'J"Ill"""k-'lll'":.l tlie ]Hill"‘-hli] [I]'.:_”“ ”:-'nl.j.:Jlli.l:: 11:_111.{_:({: ““d hl: [I.:,HI
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flattered himself, that, the marsbal once out of the way, he should
have found an opportunity of absolving his countrymen from all
blame. Thus disconecerted by the sentence of the provost, he
represented to the-council, that, in an affair of such imimrT,'Ltm_':-, it
appeared to Inm that the judges had been too precipitate in their
sentence, and that they ought to have made a great difference both
in the crimes of the eriminals and i their punishments ; that, in his

Dlﬂ!liul'r, [IIEI‘I'-. -*]H]HH‘ at ill'i"w'.‘HI, 1':1]’;-. execute the sentence :|_g;|i]5'wl'

the marshal, and delay that of the officers till each had been
HL'iﬁ‘.ﬂ'::h'l}' tried.

The judge, finding the sentence he had pronounced against the
accused had offended the grand-master, shamelessly changed his
opuion ; and in order to appease him, regardless of the judgement
he had just passed, pronounced a new one; and the Spanish officers
were left out of the general sentence. This alteration he en-
deavoured to explain, by declaring, that, though he had condemned
them all to the same ]:l]]‘l-lwllllll'tﬂ.. their erimes were of a v ry diffe-
rent nature. [_.-}mn which the bailift’ de ?“-:'lli]l'm;. addressine  thi
judge, exclaimed :(—* Are you not the most wicked of men,
thus lightly to change your opinion, merely from a sign of disappro-
bation from the erand-master 7 After having judicially declared.
that the accused, bemg all guilty of the same crime, were subject to
the same punishment, you mmmediately change your mind, require
that distinctions should be made in these said erimes, and sentence
In consequence delayed.”

“ He has given judgement like the wretch he has proved him-
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ol HISTORY OF JMALTA.

self to be,” said a knight numed Noguez, of the language of Castille,
who at the same time, turning towards the _:_.:t‘;ll'll]-llmhll"!‘_. thus con-
tinued : ¢ Never will 1 suffer the sentence to be executed on the
marshal, unless the accused knights are equally punished, and at
the same moment.”

The whole assembly joined mn this opinion, in which the
grand-master feigned to coincide, and the affair was put off till
another time. Notwithstanding all his endeavours, the grand-master
could not suceeed in iimil:*_; the .*;L:!;l‘lil‘ti_-;v EIIIEHJ-IHI-_E'I.i “.:'_—':”IJ“ . who,

finding himsclt loaded with reproaches, gave up the office; pre-

1
| |
|

tending, that, having already pronounced one sentence, it was ini-

possible for himn to give another in the same cause.

Henry I1. being informed of the reports spread against the
conduct of his ambassador, dispatched a gentleman of his house-
hold with a letter for the grand-master, which he received at the
moment the first sentence was passed upon the marshal.

The king of France complamed 1n the st rongest manner of
the mfamous accusations brought forward against his ambassador :
and deswed 1o be ¢ xphicitly informed, whether or not I)’Aramont
was guilty of the erimes laid to his charge.

Omedes, fearful of exposing himself, and w ishing to get rid of
so perplexing an affuir, carried the letter of the king to the council,
and, having read it, asked advice of the members how he ought to
act upon the occasion. The whole assembly were unanimously of
opinion that an answer should be sent to va'_u'._, assuring him that

the order, so far from h:'.'..:ig cause of rmnplnmt 1.;1'11'111.-{ this
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embassador, had every Etna‘:u‘.llv reason to thank hus majesty for o
the rood offices he had rendered 1t.  The councll mmediately
””]"I"'{I lI]J' sorrolary E*- |'1 . 1 e W g VY A 3 1l |.

{ he secretary to draw up such a letler as soon as possible,
to have 1t H-lgl‘u'd by the 5_lj'|‘.|!|!E-*.:'u:l*«!*.']‘~ and -_{inn--a either to the
king’s envoy, or to Villegagnon, who intended to accompany him to
Irance.

L8 Bl 1 ® .

I'he grand-master began to repent having communicated a

1 - : - : ¥

letter to the eouncil which had been privately addressed to hamsell,
and employed every possible method to prevent the answer being

- i = 1 i - . Ty
dispatched.  Such frequent delays gave cause of suspicion to Ville-
gagnon, and made lim 1magine Omedes was plotting some fresh
mischief. e accordingly took all imaginable pains to inform him-
self of what was going forward, and at last discovered that the
grand-master had frequently private interviews with the judge,

I he reproached with weakne W character for ewvine hi
whom he reproaclied WIth wedkness of character for giwving up s
office, assuring him that he was sufliciently powerful to put into

9 ® . 1
his hands the same action a second time, but that he would never
pardon his again changing the sentence. In order to obhge the
judee to be faithful to his word, he insisted upon his enterme mnto an
engagement to pay him (the grand-master) five hundred golden du

ats. 1 -ase he did sonduet hi If throueho he whole "(}m
cats, 1 case he did not conduct mmsell throughout the whole pr
ceeding in the manner prescribed to him.

¥ 1 - 1 1 1 =

\ !]]:'gugtml] ]'._';_t!'l‘u'[: further, 1[|:|1 [';l:* grand-master had IVEern

the judge a memorandum of facts and different articles on which

as e e Dl L e [ R, BT, IS ) [y o (y i, PRRL L
was to mterrogate the accused; and if the marshal either demed
|

these facts, or refused to answer to the charees, his orders were that

H 2
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he should be put to the question, that from the violence of the tor-
ture he might be induced to confess that he had given up Tripoli to
the Turks by the instications of the I'reneh ambassador.

No soonerwas Villegagnon informed of this dreadful r'tmw}bi[‘:u'y.
than he repaired to the council, and demanded, in the name of
the king’s envoy, that the letter intended for Henry should be com-
mitted to his care.  On the difficulties started by the grand-master
to delay the departure of the envoy, and on his questioning Ville-
gagnon on the motives which induced him to press the sending the
letter, the latter, after some pre liminary explanations to the assem-
bly, turned towards Omedes, and thus addressed him : * Sinece you
command me to explain my particular reasons for w ishing these pa-
pers to be sent into France, T will acquaint vou with them; and
that not only with the sincerity and openness I have ever possessed,
but with the respect due to your person, and to the august assembly
hefore which I stand.”  Then, raising his voice with all the pride of
conscious rectitude, he thus proceeded : * Reports the most mju-
rious to your honour, my lord, have for some days past been
spread abroad. It is publicly declared, that, in a private conference
with La Combe, vou have agreed with him that he should under-
take a second time to i}:'in:;; an action against the marshal : that
the same iniquitous judge should, by torture, extort confessions of
crimes he never committed, for which he should be sentenced to
die ; and that, after his execution. such confessions should be sub-
stituted 1 lieu of the letter ordered by the council to be w ritten to

the king. This, it is said, is the sole reason why the secretary has,
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upon various pretences, delayed to deliver this letter to the king’s
envoy.”

The ;_I;I'um{—m:l.ﬁtul‘ could not pu.\h-lhﬁ_x' listen to a discourse of this
nature without the most lively emotions of resentment: his eyes
flashed fire; and, boiling with rage, he commanded Villegagnon
to declare to the assembly who was the author of such infamous re-
ports. * It 15 not yet necessary to name my mtormant,” ||1|_ui1-n1|_-.,'
rephed the knight; ““and all we wish to know is, whether the fact is

“ Declare

true or false.”—* Iixtremely false,” exclaimed Omedes.
then before this assembly,” said Villegagnon, * that you free your
jm[;_l;v from the bond you insisted upon Ias g‘i-.ln_g, to pay vou five
hundred golden ducats in case he did not condemn the marshal to
suffer death.”—At words so terrible, the grand-maser showed the
greatest ﬁigua‘ ot confusion. His presence of mind t'l'tlil'i']_\. tforsook
him ; and, irritated beyond expression at bemng thus accused by an
inferior, he loaded Villegagnon with a torrent of abuse. But, satis-
lied with having informed the whole council of the wicked desiens
formed against the marshal, this intrepid knight immediately quitted
the assembly.

The ;‘l‘;mtl crosses, and the other members of the :*unm'ih
Justly incensed at such a perfidious conspiracy, named another judge,
and ordered the secretary, under very severe penalties in case of dis-
obedience, to deliver the letter for Henry 11., couched m the terms
heretofore pr{=-:1'rihl-{| to him, either to the em oy or to THI:':_EU_‘-K”“H -
and that this should be done the very same day, and in preference

to all other business of whatsoever nature. 'The erand-master had
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stl] sutheient mfluence over l||+* secrelary Lo induce lim to alter
sUlne ]HI'-‘*LI:I'H = ‘-'-]',i». i \ 'I”-:':;llf_{ll'!ill |Ti'l't‘+'l\ll1_2_.. ATl -!i 1L ImImeciat ._".'
o : L iy The: memlists:ashimied of
to the council, and made his complaints. 1 he members, ashamed o

E'Etf': of fraud, drew np themselves the ]',|;1_:|, of the [-‘-1[.-|'.|

such a
which, after all that had [rasst d, the _5_-|‘::r||‘§_|u:1m1;-1' cotld not Ell.ﬁx;iﬁll"'
-'|'.'.|i-| tO 51 °

Ht'ii:'-.' I:. II;Hl ['ill_:H'H 1:||\|-L| 1_.[' [|;;H ;-_-'l;,-;'1 "-"l’.ii'il |”-. sent to ;é;lt

aimbassacors at different courts, that, by |-L::'-,i=||:lul:_'; the conti nts. all

the evil reports spread by the enemies of I'rance might cease. That
nation was certainly extremely indebted to the zeal and adroitness
shown by Villezacnon on this oceasion. Indeed. this knight made use
i ns ol h success as he handled his sword. havine
ob lis pen with as much suceess as he handled his sword, having
published some excellent Latin memoirs, not only in Malta, but
throughout all Ilurope, which still remain to posterity.
The SR Bty [t Il deta wl 1 here he conti el
ne marshal was still detained m prison, where he continuec
until La Valette was grand-master; but the Spanish knights, who
were alone culpable, obtained their pardon in a very short time. So
true 1s it, that, in governments of every description, he whose power
enables him to grant favours and bestow dignities, but too often con-
trives to mould men's minds at pleasure, and to make them sacrifice
1 eia o ¥ L = L _*
their own free-will to his wishes, Omedes possessed suflicient cre-
dit to induce those grand erosses who composed the council, to con-

sent to the liberation of the above-mentioned knights.

Lhus ended an affair, which has been detailed at large, in order

It is given at large in M. de Thou's History. See val. vil.
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to give a just 1dea of the essentiul principles of the Maltese govern-
ment; to show the extent of power granted by the law to a
superior over an inferior ; and how far, without derogating from that
power, an inferior may venture to resist a superior.

The last descent made by the Turks on the island, Jomed to the
loss of T'ripoli, showed the necessity of fortifying Malta ; which the
knights foresaw the infidels would not fail to attack the ve ry first
::Iz]mrlmtillx'. Strozzi, grand prior of {_.'ulm::. 1ul=__"e_'Lh|'r with three
other commissioners, hm'ing .~'|n‘n~}'utl the 1sland, and examined the
different situations with the greatest accuracy, represented to the
council, that the burgh, where the convent usually resided, though
fortified by the castle St. Angelo, was likewise overlooked by Mount
St. Julian, a point of land jutting into the sea; that it would be pro-
per to build a fort upon this mount, to defend its approach from the
enemy ; that the port Marsa Musceit was open and undefended ;
and that, m order to prevent the entrance of an enemy's fleet, a new
town must be built on Mount Sceberras, the most diffieult place of
access 1 the whole island, whither indeed, some time or other, it
would become necessary to remove the convent ; and, in the mean
time, a fort could not be too soon erected on the point of this rock,
to defend the entrance into the port Marsa Musceit. The commis-
sioners concluded their report by exhorting the grand-master and
council to fortify all those pomts of land, which, being longer than
broad, formed a kind of port in the mterval between each.

The council approved the plan proposed by the comnussioners

for raising fortifications ; but as buildine a town would have ex-
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hausted the treasury, they were obliged to content themselves for
the present with erecting the other forts; postponing until happier
times the commencement of so considerable an undertaking.

The order sent to Sicily for masons and other workmen, who
luboured indefatigably in their several occupations. The Maltese pea-
sants were employed in removing the earth, driving carts, and car-
L"l.i]|<_‘-" I]i::li'l':.;,ulh. All the 1|x|ii_'_'l]}1"., to :w}:m!itr the l]lr'v.]tli'.‘;‘u ]':-p::'lt‘ml
to the workshops, and relieved each other by turns. Every order
in the state—knights, burgesses, and peasants—applied themselves
with so much ardour for the benefit of all, that, in less than six
months, the Enlr'_:ﬂ! wWas no ]nn:_frr in a state to fear a Hirgt*, and a
castle was built and armed with artillery on Mount Sceberras. Tlus
was named Fort St. Elmo. in memory of one of the towers which
defended the entry of the port of Rhodes, and which bore the same
name. The fortress built upon Mount St. Julian was called Fort St.
Michael.

It 1s the 511:1'5H]=t-!1¢~:11:l|- {lui}' of an historian to :]ujuhiit':' to the
noble disinterestedness of the kmghts of that time ; to which indeed
was :_-".'c-:n':_‘..' n*.-.in_:' the 1'.'\[]&'[“1]'!'3]1 {=|11[j|r.alﬁ.i'f1 n lmild'ing these dif-
ferent forts. Not only those who resided in Malta and in the con-
vent, but all the absent commanders, conformable to their vows, dis-
possessed themselves ut'q-u-r}' thing, and sent their money and plate
to the public treasury. Those knights whose only riches consisted

in a gold chain, an ornament much in use among the warriors of

that day, bestowed 1t with pleasure towards paying the workmen.

In the course of this 11i-1:}1'}'1 many mnstances of the same nature will
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be seen, and the same spirit of perfect devetedness in the knights
appears to have been iif‘l'i}l_‘[ll:ﬂ{‘il in the order.

It is impossible to express the satisfaction and joy felt by the
knights and the inhabitants of Malta, at seeing forts, which, by the
diligence of the directors of the works, seemed to SPring up miracu-
lously, to shelter them in future from the frequent incursions of the
infidels.

The order fitted out an expedition for the coasts of Africa
(1522), in which the intrepid valour of the knights shone forth in its
usual lustre, but which was of Very small '.uh:itllu;ﬂ- to Malta.
The grand-prior of Capua took possession of Zoara, which he was
obliged to surrender with considerable loss: the fear of seeing the
standard of the religion fall inte the hands of infidels, occasioned
a most bloody battle. 'The knights were determined to defend it,
and [b]‘:}(r:-i*tli‘it n a hml}' to the sea-shore, whither they were fol-
lowed h_1_.' the mfidels, who charged them with redoubled I'lir}': bt
the knights, with their accustomed courage, sword and pike in hand,
faced them n so undaunted a manner, and made so formidable
ian appearance, ihnl.. nut'-'»'lthaimuiing l]:i*}' were 1-};11::.*11[ o a very
brisk fire, they were fortunate enough at last to reach thewr shallops,
though at some distance from the shore. La Cassiere, who carried
the standard, held it 1'{‘3”511]11['}' exalted during the whole of an
action in which the greatest part of the kmights were killed; and,
by such perseverance, added not a little to the fury of the enemy.

Claude de la ."ﬁ;l,n:__'.'h- was at Rome (1553) » hen he was elected
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grand-master in the place of Omedes®; and, passing through
.""i.lt'1|~1.'. the rreatest honours were ]J;Lid him. 'The \"11.'1']'{!‘1.': '|;~'¢t!"]!1:-._',1"
to act contrary to the inclinations of his court, consulted the most
celebrated lawyers in Messina 4+ on the rights and privileges of the
erand-master, and the degree of rank which should be accorded
to him. 'The result of these inquiries was, that the grand-master
of Malta had, in all ecclesiastical digmties, precedence over the
cardinals. In consequence of this, the 1'1{.‘:-:‘0}' (who hLkewse
had received the emperor’s orders by an extraordinary courier) pro-
ceeded, with the whole council, the body of the nobles, and the
magistrates of Messina, to escort the grand-master from the
admiral’s galley ; they went even to the stem of his vessel; and, in
order to show him still greater honour, the viceroy, upon quitting
the galley, msisted upon walking alone before the grand-master, in
the same manner as he would have attended his sovereign. This
prince entered Messina amidst the discharge of cannon; the garri-
son and citizens were under arms ; and he was lodged in the most
magnificent palace, where he was received and served, both at
chapel and at table, with all the marks of distinetion tormerly paid
to the ancient kings of Sicily.

The emperor then made a proposal to the order to establish
itself in Africa—a powerful and strong city, the environs of which

* Omedes died the 6th of September, 1555.

t See Chossané—Gloire du Monde. Article des Dignités Eeclésiastiques.
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were both fertile and populous; but the council rejected this
offer, and their I.{R‘I‘.IIII.ILL‘H induced the emperor to approve their de-
termination.

The p]‘hct‘!:l {‘.{J]'lf..l]llim“}' taken hj.' the Maltese gl‘trul]}' enriched
the order; and at the same time the gl'un:]—nlawim' added new
fortifications to Fort St. Elmo, to the Hl.l]'glh and, above all, to
Fort St. Michael. This I}r:inl of land advanced into the sea, was
open on all sides, and had only a very small castle to defend it.
La Stmgltz ordered the side of the castle nmru.-:-]ut to Coradin to
be enclosed with thick walls, which were fortified with bulwarks and
bastions ; to which were added, in different places, necessary flanks.
Sea-water was also let into the ditches. The whole of these fortifi-
cations were Fnlll‘t‘l}-‘ at the expense of La Sangle: the knights,
therefore, to show their gratitude for such noble disinterestedness
and such repeated favours, changed the name of this peninsula,
which was formerly called Fort St. Michael, to that of Isle la
Sangle, by which title it has ever since been distinguished.

Malta, through the generous attention paid by the grand-
master to its interests, and by the bravery of the kmghts, became
every day more flourishing ; but, on the 23d of September, this
state of prosperity was greatly diminished by a very unforeseen
event. At seven o’clock in the evening a most dreadful storm arose
in the port, of the kind to which seamen ;_fiﬁ'r.' the name of water-
spout, and which the modern Greeks call syphen. This tempest
was occasioned by violent and contrary winds. The waves swelled
to an enormous htight. ftfun}-' vessels were sunk, and some thrown

fonts
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out of the water even as far as the shore. Brigs and galliots were
dashed to pieces; and, what was still more deplorable, four galleys
were turned upside down, by which means most of the officers,
soldiers, and crew of galley-slaves, were either drowned or crushed
by the weight of the vessels. The houses near the port were
thrown down, and the inhabitants buried in their ruins; even the
castle of St. Angelo was shaken, and the staff, on which waved the
grand standard of the order, was torn up, and thrown to the
distance of half a mile. The violence of the wind, the torrents of
rain, the waves which rose mountains high, presenting the most
irightful abyss to the astonished sight, seemed to threaten the
entire destruction of Malta, when, in less than half an hour, this
‘-.|"H]L‘|'\i|!|lj: !1'H||1r-u[' ceased, and th;]t ias HIIE!('E']’!]}-’ as 11‘ arose, 'l'h{:
most perfect calm immediately succeeded ; and, had not the ruins
of houses and dismantled and broken vessels proved the fact, no
one could possibly have believed that the port, now so tranquil, pre-
sented but a moment before a scene of the ereatest horror. More
than six hundred persons, consisting of knights, officers, soldiers,
slaves, and ralley-slaves, were either drowned or erushed to death
by the overturning of the galleys. 'The grand-master, having heard
of this l.'\11'141?I't1;.i1:-u“'-.' overset, ordered the ;‘;:lh-}h to be bored, and
some of the planks to be lifted up. A monkey was the first that ap-
peared, after which a knight called Excure (afterwards known bv the
name of Romegas), with many more kmghts, were drawn out: they had
passed the whole of the mght up to the chin in water, clinging with

their hands to the under part of the vessel, with scarcely sufficient
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air to prevent suffocation. On emerging from this confined situa-
tion, they all appeared pale and chilled, and when exposed to the
fresh air, the greater part fainted away ; but, with proper assistance,
were perfectly recovered.

The lost galleys were soon replaced. The grand-master built
one at Messina; the crew of which was furnished by the pope.
Philip II., of Spain, presented the order with two well-armed
galleys. Du Broe, prior of St. Gailles, likewise sent a large galleon
to Malta, commanded by his nephew : it contained provisions, am-
munition, and soldiers in readiness to be immediately employed at
sea., Almost at the same time, Francis of Lorrain, grand-prior of
I'rance, entered the port with two galleys, and offered his services
to the grand-master.

Whilst the order was thus employed in r:_-pulriug its sea-forces,
the corsairs from Barbary infested the coasts of Malta and Goza.
Dragut even attempted a descent ; but he was soon forced to retire,
leaving the booty to the slaves he had made on the coast.

The Maltese galleys once more became the terror of the
mfidels ; and the gr:uu[aniur of France, with only four galleys, at-
tacked six Turkish ones close to Rhodes ; three of which he put to
flight, and, after sinking two others, brought the sixth to Malta,
whither he returned covered with wounds and with glory.

The exploits performed by the kmghts at sea became every
day more considerable, and I greatly regret my mability to enu-
merate them to the reader: 1 cannot, however, ;.~|_1-~'|h|_1..' pass over

7 - N A | { : | [
in silence the heroic and generous manner in which a Gascon kmght
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devoted himself for the order (1551) :—ammated by the example
given by his general, and hurried on by his own spint of bravery,
he rushed into a Turkish galley ; and, finding all escape impossible,
boldly set fire to some gunpowder, and was blown up, together
with the vessel. 'This remarkable action took place in the same

year with the death of La Sangle.
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CHAP. VI

La Valette elected Grand-Master. A new Expedition to Africa. The
_.i’fr:.r:,-_r."n'_f send  thither Fessels and T'J'-:J.-r_,.'n'. f'..‘:'lra."-u'.l‘.-' af the Maltese
Galleys. The Order of St. Stephen created by Cosmo, Grand-Duke
of Tuscany. Council of Trent. An Ambassador sent thither by the
Order. The Bishops dispute Precedence with him,  Decision in his
Favour. The Attention paid to Demands made by the Order. The
Reason given for such Conduct, The Fortifications of Velex in
Africa, though till then judged impregnable, destroyed by the Mal-
tese Squadron. The Galleys take a large and valuable Turkish

Galleon, which induces Solyman to besiese Malta.

()N the demise of La Sangle®, the universal voice was 1n favour of
La Valette ; under whose government the order recovered its ancient
authonty, which was greatly diminished in some of the provinces n
Germany, and in the Venetian states. He likewise succeeded in his
endeavours to recover from thence the revenues which were due to
the treasury, but which for a great length of time had not been
paid n.

Almost immediately on his election, he exerted himselt to re-
pair an injustice which had but too long subsisted. Marshal de
Vallier, late governor of Tripoli, whom Omedes had persecuted
with such unparalleled acrimony, still lived :—1The grand-master,

La Sangle, had mdeed releved him from chains and imprison-

August 17, 1557
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ment, but various reasons had ]1r|--|.-m11_4_~;| his restoring him to his
former situation. La Valette, more courageous, and convinced of
the merit and good conduct of the marshal, thought it his duty to
do him the strictest 1i|-|\[i|:_'i‘,‘. and, after an exact revisal of the pro-
ceedings against him, he acquitted him of the unjust accusations
with which his enemies had endeavoured to blacken lus character :
he lkewise conferred on him the title of grand-baihff of Lango
(1559).

The order, at the rtnin"u'lal"a request, sent a -ﬂl[qd}' to the
'-'u'vrnrlu' of Sicily, of four hundred |{|1':-;:'l|1~;, fifteen hundred troops,
and two hundred pioneers. 'I'he original plan was the re-conquest
of Tripoli; but, contrary to that, and to the opinion of the grand-
master, the viceroy apphed himself in preference to the taking
an mconsiderable island called Galves; where he retained his army
for the purpose of erecting a fort, to which he gave his own name.
This ill-judged vanity had the most fatal consequences ; but, for-
tunately, the powerful detachment furnished by Malta had returned
thither before the entire defeat of the Christian army (1500).
Three Maltese ;;'HHI-} s, which still remained with the fleet, had the
good fortune to escape. 'The bashaw, Gara 'Huwlu[}hal, attacked
the 1mperial fleet, and obtained a complete victory. Doria, com-
modore of the fleet, 1n_l_frl]]:'+' with the xil':'t_‘r)"-.'. saved themselves
with ti'zlll:.i'lth_'l, ; the latter reached _."ifu|1u.. where he endeavoured Lo
bury in oblivion his imprudence and misfortunes : whilst the Turkish
admiral returned to Constantinople, carrying with him twenty-

eight Spamsh galleys, fourteen store-ships, and twelve thousand
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prisoners, MEL]]_\.' of the 1{]]]:_'_;]]'-"% fell victims to sickness in this
expedition.

The Mediterranean being at that time infested by a swarm of
inhdel corsairs, who were equally able and enterprising, the grand-
duke of Tuscany was desirous of securing himself in future from
their incursions. He therefore formed a naval corps, and, to induce

the officers to attach themselves to his service. he created an order

of kmghts, who have since been under the tutorage of those of

Malta. This order was instituted under the patronage of the

pope St. H“‘]’]“'H, whose festival was celebrated on the 12th of

August—a most fortunate day for Cosmo de Medicis. whose
generals, a short time before, had gained the battle of Maciano
, . : 5 e O :
against the Florentine exiles. This prince gave orders to the com-
manders of his galleys to join those of Malta, whenever they hap-
: O i .
pened to meet; to sail together, and likewise to attack all corsairs
that night present themselyes.
L
A short time afterwards the general of the Maltese galleys met
tour Florentine galleys; the commander of which first saluted the
admiral’s galley, and then, going on hoard, demanded permission of
0 dal s e LETL y L = A, £ L !ll L
the commodore to follow him during the cruize. The Tuscan
general constantly went in person to receive orders from the com-
mander of the Maltese galleys throuchout this first expedition ;
which proved a very fortunate one; many Christian vessels being
re-captured, many others saved from the pursuit of the infidels, and
many corsairs taken. The Maltese and Tuscan oalleys separated
at Point Corfu, each returning to their respective ports, and con-

VOL. II. I
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.!J‘Elllui:tlung themselves on hm]nl'_‘.‘ formed an assoclation so 1|‘4|E.‘-'-
useful to the Chrstian cause.

Never had the order been so powerful at sea as at this
moment. and never could it boast of so many celebrated naval
oflicers. 'The king of Spain was so persuaded of this fact, that he
entreated the grand=master to allow him one of those captains to
command the Sicilian galleys.

The council of Trent being convened, the order was of opinion
that it had an undoubted right to send an ambassador to an
assembly held entirely for the onod of the church. This ambas-
sador being the last who arrived at Trent, the bishops claimed
precedence over him; alleging, as a reason for their conduct, that
it was not just that a member of a simple religious order, and the
deputy of a society of friars, should be ranked among ambassadors,
and, as such, take place of bishops. Notwithstanding these re-
monstrances, the Maltese ambassador took his seat with those of
other Christian princes.

Villegagnon had been named for this embassy, but was unfor-
tunately taken ill immediately before the time appointed for his
departure. Royal de Portabrange, his colleague, was therefore
obliged to proceed alone to Trent. The demands made by the
order, through its ambassador, were thought by the pope to be of a
nature l"tlllll'l']:'," out of the ]er'im't,- of the council ; his h'gui_rr& conse-
quently took all possible pains to have it forgotten that they had
ever been mentioned, and to avoid all discussions on that .H'Iilhj{_"{_‘L

Notwithstanding this disinclination on the part of the pope, the
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order only solicited for a grant to confirm its immunities, and
to maintain its regulations and statutes in the different Christian
states: which could alone enable it to preserve the means of
keeping the infidel corsairs at a distance, and prevent their Janding
on the coasts of Italy and Spain, whither they continually threat-
ened to carry both fire and sword. Such had been the demands
made by the ambassador, who, after having spoken m the most
magnificent terms of the origin and heroism of the first kmights
llfiﬁlﬁiiill]{_'l'ﬁ, added, that if the kmghts of the present day were
inferior to thewr 1'}]'!‘1ll‘f."f_‘ﬁ.'if'll‘."i, it was owing to various causes,
pm'llru];n‘l}' that the protestants had seized upon some of then
commanderies ; and that the catholic [n‘n'lnh-_-; and |1ri:1w-.ﬁ‘ contrary
to the customs and privileges of the order, frequently appled to the
pope to be put into possession of priories and the richest com-
manderies. He concluded his harangue by entreating the fathers of
the council, in the name of the order at large, to have a proper
consideration for its antiquity, nobility, and the services 1t had
for so many centuries rendered the Christian cause; to issue an
order that all eommanderies thus usurped should be restored ; that
for the future they should only be bestowed upon knights, according
to their seniorty ; and that this decree should be followed by a
siost solemn confirmation of all the privileges granted to the order
since its original foundation.

The proctor answered in seneral terms, and in the name ol
the council, that proper regard would always be paid to the pre-
servation of the commanderies and privileges of an order which had

K 2
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ever proved itself o useful to the church. This was the {_rn]t".' I'!'|:F[_‘I|'
made to such just demands; but the reason is obvious; for it is a
well known fact that the popes were never at any time very scru-
pulous with respect to the methods 1]1:;}' r-111]1|r1}'{'11 to enrich their
nephews and dependents: indeed most of them disposed of the
richest commanderies of the order to the detriment of those to
whom, in justice, they were due; not only from senionty, but from
the services rendered that Very church, the chief of which thus
deprived of their nghts its most zealous defenders.

At the very moment when this assembly neglected the interests
of the order, and when no Christian power dared to advance a word
in its favour, the knights of Malta took Pignon de Velez, a strong
fortress, which the whole forces of Spain, two vears before, had at-
tempted, but without success. It is situated on the coast of Africa.
forty leagues from that of Span, and had always been considered
as impregnable till attacked by the knights, when 1t yielded to the

fire of two galleys and one galleon. In less than twenty-four hours

a large part of the wall, with some of the turret, gave way, and
the knights entered without suffering any loss. All the strong
forts on the coast of Africa at that time in the possession of the
Spaniards, had been formerly taken by the knights, whose purest
blood had been shed in their service : notwithstanding which, the
Spanish minister at the council of Trent remained silent, and never
attempted in the smallest degree to forward the interest of such

SENETOus i;l.”]t"'*'-

(3 &l ~y 4 -
I'hough the pope and the other Christian powers seemed de-
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termined to do nothing in favour of an order which was continually
i]]:ll\'iltg sacrifices for their benefit, the knights redoubled their efforts
to (lll'h'tl'ﬂ:l,' the mfidels ; |1a‘i]1; resolved at least to irlwllirx' admira-
tion, 1f they could not dbtain justice. Hardy and intrepid, they
ventured on the most difficult enterprises, and fearlessly opposed
their gu”t-}.'ﬁ, which mn f__*;cm'ru] carried mil}' three ]il]‘}__{i.' cuns on each
side, against a man of war, which they sometimes succeeded in
taking.

Giou, general of the Maltese galleys, and Romegas, commander
of those belonging to the grand-master, did not hesitate to attack a
large Turkish galleon, laden with the richest merchandise of the
east, having on board two hundred chosen Janissaries with bow-
men, and a battery of twenty large brass cannons, with more than
forty of a smaller size. After an engagement of five hours, and the
loss of a hundred and fifty Christians and eighty Janissaries, the
Turkish commander was forced to strike.

The capture of this vessel, which belonged to the chief black
eunuch of the seraglio, was more noticed at Constantinople than the
loss of an important fortress would have been. No sooner was the
intelligence communicated to Solyman than he vowed the destruc-
tion of Malta ; and destined for that purpose, not only the formida-
ble armaments which had been long preparing in his different ports,
but all the Barbary corsairs, which he ordered to Join his fleet ;

together with the celebrated Dragut, and the Algerine fleet.
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St. Etmo.  Misunderstanding between the Garrison and the Grand-
Master. La Valelte dis,
he Parties. Different Attacks. Al Communication cut off belweeen

Fort St. Elmo and the Convent. The besicged reduced to the last

-oreal Firmness and Skill in reconciling

i

Extremily. Their elorious Defence.  The Knights all perish.
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T'HE int repid La Valette ® neither felt nor expressed any appre-
hension on being acquainted with the preparations made against

him by the sultan, but immediately turned all his thoughts towards

* Though Vertot has been accused of inaccuracy in the particulars he has given
of this siege, T have not scrupled to quote him in the principal events, since there
is not one that I cannot strictly prove from the most authentic testimonies and writ-
inos of those |[<'__-., g, and of which Vertot was p:*1'll'|'||_\' well informed., His answer,
therefore, to some representations made to him on the sabject, that *° his siegre was
finished,” was not founded on a dislike to being furnished with any essential aud
new information he might receive relative to his work, but from the thorouch per-
suasion that the facts he transmitted to ]u;--.trr:_l_s,'t beine taken from the archives of
the order, and from all the conte MpPOrary writers, were iwrt'uc'tllx' sufficient, Those
who applied to him on the occasion, as he had frequently experienced, had no
other object in view but to request him to make mention of different knights, their
relations, with whose genealogy they wished to acquaint him,

The authors of Des Siccles Lattéraires de la France, a work th':-lih'lll'f.] h}'
N. L. M. D’Essarts, justify M. de Vertot in the fullest manner, and clear his memory

from the :~11|;||'|<_':~T l'1'E:'ll'l-ili'|'|
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the defence of Malta and Goza. From that moment the galleys were
entirely dedicated to the transport of proy isions, ammunitions, and
troops, for the service of those two islands. The knights, dispersed 1n
different parts of Europe, availed themselves of the opport unity offered
them by these transports to return to Malta, and signalise their
zeal in the cause of religion. No relief could be expected from the
other Christian powers: France was at that time too much weak-
ened by civil wars and intestine divisions. 'The emperor of Ger-
many feared for his own frontiers, w hich were from time to time
invaded and ravaged by Solyman. Pope Pius 1V. contributed
indeed the slender sum of ten thousand crowns; and Spain alone

l'?{i}l'{'!:i!-it"{i an inclination to assist the grand-master; but the greal

h-ngih of time taken h_'-,' that court to riw'ﬁlv._ added to 1ts constant
fears for f“.'lit"ll}'.. which 1t was Very well known the sultan had some
idea of attacking, gave very little hopes of any essential md from
that quarter.

The grand-master, exposed to such serious danger, placed all
his :iq'pi'tlili‘nt:i_' in that God in whose cause he had taken up arms,
and in the intrepid valour of the warriors under his command.
'The inevitable perils he foresaw, had no other effect than to ani-
mate him with fresh courage ; for the firmness of La Valette rose
superior to events, and his natural bravery inspired him with an mn-
difference for life. He had filled all the different ofiices of the order,
and each promotion had been a proof of, and a reward for, those
memorable actions which at last raised him to the dignity of grand-

master.
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His first step on this mteresting occasion was to make a strict
review of all who were able to bear arms, and he found that he might
reckon upon seven hundred knights and eight thousand five hundred
soldiers. These last consisted of those employed in the galleys, of
!-,.:i-“[;“- l1'trU|1‘~' i:| IIHI' pay of 1]”' :’:|‘lll‘]'. of !'Ill]‘_‘_‘"t"i“'\‘.'ﬁ- andl ]]l"‘.1‘~'l|:l|1“'
which had been formed into 1':}:1111;“1i1-5 of mhtia. The different
languages undertook to defend the posts assiened to thewr care, and
the above-mentioned soldiers and militia were divided among them.
T'he safety of the [.'i111.' Notable and Goza were taken care of,
though many of the members of the council advised that they should
be left to their fate.

La Valette afterwards assembled the knights, and havine
informed them of the magnitude of the danger they were about to
encounter, and of the Iitl{':'t'luitlllr of r'l‘t'vixi.n_ﬂ_j relief from 11‘-”"4_‘-_’."'
powers, he with noble firmness addressed them in the following
terms :—** A formidable army, and a swarm of barbarians, are
upon the point of rushing upon our island ; these infidels, 1y
brethren, are the enemies of Christ: and it must now be decided
whethier our holy faith and the Gospel must or must not oive place
to the Koran. Our God, at this awful moment, demands the sa-
crifice of that life, which, in our profession, we have dedicated to his
service, and but too happy are those who, in so good a cause, shall
be the first victims. But in order to render ourselves worthy of so
glorious a fate, let us hasten, my beloved brethren, to the sacred
altar, there to renew our vows, and to obtain, through the precious

blood of our Saviour shed for us. and bv our faith in his sacraments.
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that generous contempt of death which can alone render us in-
vincible.” Thus saying, he proceeded to the church, followed by
all his knights, who, approaching the holy table, performed theu
Christian duties, and returned like men newly regenerated. No
sooner were they filled with the bread of life, than every species
of weakness disappeared, all divisions and private animosities ceased,
and, what was still more difficult, they broke through every tender
t-ngzig{*mﬂnt so dear to the heart of man. From that moment
they gave up all connexion with the other sex, of however nno-
cent a nature. The knights embraced each other with that tender
effusion of heart which universal charity must ever produce, and
loudly protested that they would shed the last drop of their blood

in defence of the Christian r1_~iif_1;i:_1|1 and its hu_ﬂ}' altars.

At the conclusion of this solemn ceremony, the grand-master
[ ]

;1}':}}5!'1[111.‘1_1 the Im'lli_:ht.* to thewr different posts, and Esrf-|:;1|‘lrd every
thing for the defence of the various strong places of the island.

The Turkish fleet at last appeared off Malta. It was com-
posed of one hundred and ii1‘111,'—n'||u- vessels with oars, containing
thirty thousand land troops, Janissaries and Spahis, the bravest
soldiers of that nation. A considerable number of store-ships fol-
lowed the fleet, carrying heayy artillery, the horses belonging to the
Spahis, together with provisions and ammunition.

The Turks landed at St. Thomas’s Creek, by some called the
Ladder-port. Some of the troops separated themselves from the
main body in order to pillage in the country, but they were killed
by the military dispersed throughout the island, and thus perished
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more than fifteen hundred infidels. The grand-master had at hrst
permitted this kind of combat in order to familiarise his soldiery to
the manner of firing, and eries of the Turks ; but he now put a stop
to it, and placed all his forces in the different fortresses. Solyman’s
seneral determined first to attack St. Elmo, situated on a point of
land which divides the two great ports. The garrison usually con-
sisted of only sixty men, and was committed to the care of a |m'1p:!||t
named Broglio, an old Piedmontise officer. But such was the im-
portance of this post, that the bailiff of Negropont with sixty
knights and a company of Spanish infantry were sent to support it.
The grand-master was still more anxious for its .a-;tll'l'}', because the
viceroy of Sieily had promised relief from the king of Spamn on con-
dition only of this fort remaining in the possession of the knights.
The bashaws Mustapha and Pioli were so expeditious in their
attack, that, on the 24th of May (1565), the Turkish artillery began
to batter in breach, and the fort was immediately fired upon from
the land side by ten eighty-pounders, two culverins {.-:'i:-.ll'v.'-lw'aumirl'h),
and an enormous basilisc, carrying stone balls weighing one hundred
and sixty pounds. 'This was followed by an attack from the sea-
sice, on which occasion the infidels made use of long culverins, which
greatly distressed the fort. In a few days the breach was opened,
and the most bloody actions took place. 'These must have soon
destroyed a garrison consisting, at most, but of three hundred men.
had not the grand-master continued sending re-inforcements. Boats
arrived every day from the convent with fresh troops, and carried

back, during the night, all the wounded. Lacerda, a Spanish
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knight, was sent to the grand-master to give an account of the state
of the fort, and to solicit Htlppliz:ﬁ. In order to obtain them, this
officer, made eloquent by fear, exaggerated the danger of the garri-
son: La Valette appeared su rprised at his account ; and felt greatly
imncensed agamst him for having been so imprudent as to declare,
before a great number of knights, that no one could expect so weak
a place could hold out more than eight days—* What then has been
your loss,” replied the grand-master, * that you thus call out for
succour, —*¢ ."'.]1!,' lord,” answered Lacerda, * the castle may be
rumpm‘mi to a worn-out El:ﬂi::l:l, whose st |'L'n;_r;1l1 can mLJ_'..' be Iwiri
up by medicine and constant nourishment,”—¢ 1 myself then will
act as physician,” said the grand-master, mwardly offended and in-
dignant, “and will carry others with me, who, if they cannot suc-
ceed 1n curing you of your fears, will at least, by their valour, pre-
vent the castle from falling into the hands of the infidels.”

This prince certainly did not flatter himself that he should be
able to hold out the siege for any time, and he secretly deplored the
fute of those knights who were emploved in so dangerous a service.
But the 5:!“.‘5‘\ of the i1sland 1_-|11'm-]lk :|u*i:4-rn|][|; on the preservation
of this fort (the viceroy of Sicily having promised relief only on
those terms), La Valette was resolved to 2o thither himself, and
}ll‘l'ihil 'ﬂ'ii]l the rest, sooner than be forced. ]r_".' a teeble 1i'|L'1'|-1||'n:'1 Lo
enter into a precipitate capitulation with the infidels. Ile was
therefore preparing to head the re-inforcement, when the council
and the whole convent strongly opposed lus departure ; and so mauny
of the knights entreated to be honoured with this commisston, that

]
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the only difficulty was in the choice. The fort was incapable of
containine more than from three to four hundred men, and with
this handful of heroes alone it stood the siege still four weeks
longer.

The storming of the ras eline lasted from day-break till noon,
and cost the Turks three thousand men. The order lost
twenty knights and a hundred Christian soldiers. A great number
of knights and soldiers were also wounded. Bridiers de la Gar-
damp, a French knight, having received a shot through the body,
and perceiving his comrades preparing to hft him up—* Look
upon me no longer,” cried he, “ as among the number of the
living ; your time will be better employed in defending your other
brethren.” He then crawled with difficulty into the chapel, and
breathed his last at the foot of the altar. This circumstance was re-
lated to the convent on the return of the wounded, and greatly
affected the grand-master ; who, on the other side, was extremely
incensed at perceiving Lacerda amongst those brave men—he having
taken advantage of a slight wound to be sent back to the Burgh. La
Valette was the more afflicted at such a proof of cowardice, it being
the first instance of the kind which had ever happened in the order ;
and, though the weakness of this Spanish knight inspired him with
some degree of pity, he nevertheless ordered him to be apprehended
and sent to prison. What a contrast does the conduct of the baihitt
of Negropont and the commander de Broglio present on this occa-
sion! Though both wounded and far advanced in years, they for

the first time thought themselves dispensed from the duty of obe-
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dience, and refused to return to the convent, declaring, for excuse,
that they were determined to perish at their posts, and die in the
bed of honour. They therefore continued constantly under arms ;
and with faces scorched and absolutely disfigured by the sun, these
respectable knights, decrepid as they were, employed themselves in
carrying earth to the places which 1t was necessary to fortify, and in
administering relief to the other knights, whose confined situation
rendered them liable to be wounded every moment.

The infidels, insensible to the losses they continually sustained,
pursued their attack with unexampled ardour; and the garrison,
perceiving the ravelin taken, the whole fort exposed, the greatest
part of the artillery dismounted, the ramparts in ruins, with very
few soldiers to defend them, deputed Medran, a knight greatly
esteemed for his valour, and whose report could never be suspected
either of 1_ex:|g:;:_[1-mf]ru1 or of ln':_:t‘('::{l'lnf_{ from a sentiment of fear, to
wait on the grand-master, and represent to him, that such was the
deplorable state of the place, that it must necessarily be taken by
storm ; and, to prevent the garrison undergoing the same fate, they
requested boats might be sent to convey them to the Burgh. 'The
situation of St. Elmo being perfectly w ell known to the council, the
greater part of the members were of opinion, that it would be more
prudent to evacuate so very weak a fort, which cost the lives of so
many men, and which, by such constant supplies, would by de-
orees exhaust the island, and leave all the fortresses without de-
fence. These reasons, just as they were, did not convince La Va-

lette. He owned. indeed., that it was mmpossible not to feel the
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ereatest pity for those kmghts who, constantly exposed at so dan-
cerous a post, pertshed daily ; but he msisted, that, on some ocea-
sions, 1t was necessary to risk the lives of individuals, to preserve the
body at larege ; and that he had been rl‘u_‘t[ilrl}' mformed, the safety
of Malta ri'.-;n-n-:i'v-:i on the duration of the slege, the ".'-l[‘1'l'['l1'l.' of Si-
cily having declared he would no longer employ the fleet and troops
of the king his master to defend the rest of the island, if once for
St. Elmo was either taken or evacuated ; therefore. cost what it w ould,
the sieee of this post must be continued as long as possible.  The
council feeling the force of these arcuments, Medran returned, and
declared, that the garrison must prepare to be buried under the ruins
of the fort, into which the grand-master was determined to retire.
and perish with them. Many of the knights, particularly the most
ancient ones, protested, on hearing this answer, that they would die
on their posts sooner than quit the fort. But the greater part of the
officers of the garrison were of a contrary opinion ; and thinking the
answer of La Valette too rigid and cruel, they sent to him a second
time ; declaring, in a letter signed by fifty-three kmghts, that unless
boats were mmmediately sent to convey them from inevitable death,
they would follow the dictates of their despair, and immediately sally
forth sword in hand, preferrmg to be thus cut in pieces to being
crushed to death beneath the ruins : that they were |u|-1'|i_~{-tﬁ_1.' con-
vinced the Turks had advanced a mine very far under the fortifica-
tions, which they soon purposed to spring ; and that they could not
bear the idea of being slaughtered like wild beasts, or exposed to all

the torments invented by the ingenious cruelty of the nfidels, which
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would il‘ur‘!.'imlﬂ:y he the case the moment the fort was taken.—ILa
Valette, who never ceased deploring in lus heart the eruel situation
in which he was placed, with a courage which always rose superior
to events, wrote for answer—That, in order to die with the same
glr.ll'}' with which thi'j..' had lived, it was not sufhicient to fall sword
n hL’Hltl, but to sacrifice themselves to the obedience due to him,
and to submit themselves to the fate imposed on them by the cir-
cumstances of the times: 1|t|:1'm_;‘. that m a fort bult on a rock,
they had no cause of apprehension from the effects of a mine.

In order to give them fresh courace, or rather to gain time, he
sent three commissaries to make a faithful report of the situation of
the 1!]HL’1'-. and to declare how long it was |'rc:~a.-ih|r it might hold out.

Two of the commissaries, who were prudent and able men,
and who wished to bring over the discontented knights to their way
of thinking, expressed their surprise at so wretched a fort, reduced
to such a ruinous state, having held out so long: they declared it
appeared like the skeleton of a fortress ; nevertheless, they were as-
sured such valiant knights would maintain themselves in their posts
a few days longer, in order to give the viceroy of Sicily time to
come to their relief, and to force the Turks to raise the siege.— L'he
third commissary, Constantine Castriot, a descendent of the famous
Albanian hero Scanderberg, maintained boldly, that the place was
not reduced to such extremities, and that it might still hold out
some time. 'The knights, to whom he addressed these words,
thought they were meant to msult them, and the most unpleasant

cispute arose, which might have been attended by dreadful conse-
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quences, had not the commandant of St. Elmo, to appease men ever
alive to sentiments of honour, from which 1111"1.-' never deviated n
fact, thoueh they might mistake the proper means of proving it,
sounded the alarm, and every one flew to his respective post.

The commissaries, on their return to the DBurgh, frankly
owned they thought 1 impossible the garrison could stand an
assault : Castriot indeed, either to support his first f_r]:inimj_. or oul
of resentment to the l\tl.l_[_"lﬂ."\. declared the fort to be still tenable,
and offered to maintain himself in 1it. La Valette, who very well
knew what must happen, accepted this proposal; and Castriot -
stantly assembled together a number of well-wishers to the cause,
who eagerly advanced to be enlisted for this service. The garrison
of St. Elmo was 1|]1|n'|~'ml that a ]H‘.ucij.‘ of new-raised troops was ap-
pointed to take their place ; and the following letter was written by
the grand-master : * Return immediately to the convent, where you
“ will remain in greater security, whilst we shall feel infinitely more
* easy about the preservation of an important fort, on which de-
“ pends the safety, not only of the island, but of the whole order.”

The discontented knights felt in the severest manner the indif-
ference, indeed the contempt, comprised in these few words. Hum-
bled to the dust at the idea of being succeeded by such troops, and
dreading the reproaches they would receive from the whole order if
they permitted such a change to take place, they instantly resolved
all to perish sooner than give up their posts to these troops, or
abandon them to the Turks. The commandant informed the grand-

master of this resolution, who. from his perfect knowledge of the
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elevated and delicate sentiments which had ever hefore 1iihi;.1_-_:_niﬁll,-(i
these kmghts, expected this event. But thouch he had himself ex-
cited the emulation and jealousy which he knew it would produce,
be determined at first to reject their offers: he therefore wrote,
that he should ever prefer a well-disciplined militia to old warriors,
who pretended to be themselves the arbiters of their duty, and to
judge in what manner they should perform it. The knichts were
thunderstruck at this reply ; and asking pardon in the most submis-
sive terms, the grand-master began to soften, and his resentment
was at length appeased.

During these commotions, defensive preparations were conti-
nually making against an enemy who neglected nothing towards an
attack. A kind of fire-work was invented, which had the oreatest
effect in the assault afterwards made by the Turks. Hoops, com-
posed of the lightest wood, were first dipped into brandy, then
rubbed with ]miﬂn; oil, and then covered with wool and cotton.
soaked in other combustible hquors, and mixed with saltpetre and
gunpowder. 'This preparation being cool, the same process was re-
pl.'ull't] three several times : and, on an assault, when the I_|||-!'|||“. were
on fire, they were taken up with tongs, and thrown into the midsi
of the battalions. Two or three soldiers frequently got entangled
in these flaming hoops, and were in danger of being burned alive
if thi':..' could not contrive to throw themselves Emmmli:m-l_\' nto
water.

The bashaw, ashamed of having remained so long before so insio-
nificant a place, and piqued at the little success which had hitherto

VOL. TI. |
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attended the Turks, determined on a general assault, which he com-
manded m person, followed by all his troops, on the 16th of June.
Durine the whole course of the night, liis ;||‘1iHu'L'}' had never ceased
its fire, and the wall was rased even to the rock on which it was
built. The Turks entered the ditch, which llu-lﬁ.' had :1|*u1‘|}' (illed
up, to the sound of warlike music ; and, on the signal of assault be-
ing given by the firing of a cannon, instantly flew, with the most
determined courage, to the assault. 'I'bey were supported by four

thousand archers, or bowmen, who shot continually from the trenches

at all who appeared on the breach, which was lined by many ranks

of Christian seldiers. To encourage and support them, a kmght was
placed at every thurd man; and in these forces consisted the whole
streneth and only hope of the castle. Armed with pikes and spon-

tons, these noble warriors seemed to form a fresh wall, through
which the enemy 1n vain attempted to penetrate ; but an encounter
S00N 1Il':||'|!-; I”‘lll_ll"-i': :..'_JI, never since 1_|:|_|," L'l_H'H]]\l']:l'r'(']]“l'”l 1.|I1 llll' "-|. "I';'_;i':
had there been so fierce an action. After h;ni.ll}{ stood a rec l} rocal
fire, and broken their swords and pikes, the Turks and Christians
trequently began to grapple; and on these occasions the pomard
decided in favour of the strongest and most skilful. The lll'l.lilt_'l'r'l,'
and small shot continued firing on each side, and both parties
s

threw fire-works among the adverse troops. 'The knights made

ereat use of the above-mentioned flaming hoops, which falling in the
L f the end inevitablv burned death ] =
midst of the enemy, ey Italuy burned to death tnose w ho were 1ear

the spol where l|1‘.'11. fell. The eries of these wretches, those of the

combatants—the groans of the wounded—the thundering noise of the
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cannon and nmr-aiu:[.-;—f-pr:-uri umversal terror, without however m-
ducing the Turks to retreat, or the kmghts to give up an inch of
their ground.

The castle of St. Angelo and the Burgh being only divided
from Fort St. Elmo by the breadth of the port, every thing that
|r:1-‘~:-u!:] in this terrible and bloody action might be 4-‘.1';::'|~'|.' seen from
those places. The kuights, and all those who witnessed so furious a
(‘ﬂmhut, were so a:;ilatf:'t] and so i.|]1."'|'l."“|.1'|'i in the event, 1|3|;l.L l]]-‘:‘l.'
:L]:pg_-qul as if I.h.:-tn,' themselves were exposed to the assault: their
eries, and the different emotions painted on their countenances,
plainly showed the advantages gained and the losses sustained by
the garrison. The grand-master, whose undaunted courage would
not allow him to ]‘1'|1i;:i]l e :ll]EL' ‘\[:'-"-.'lil.lili'._ tmh-r:-l] 1,|I-i' i]:tl[(']'ir.ﬁ' il
Fort St. Angelo, at the Burgh, and at La Sangle, to fire continually
on the besiegers. He also frustrated an attempt made by thirty of-
ficers of the Turkish galleys to possess themselves of two of the
weakest bulwarks. -They had placed ladders at the foot of the pa-
rapet, and had mounted without dithiculty to the top of the bastion;
but La Valette planted two cannons against them, which killed
twenty persons, who first made their appearance; and the ten
others, terrified at their I'-:J]]?'lr'.llllil,"tl‘-l fate, threw themselves very
guickly mto the trenches.

The Turks were not more successful in ther attempt on the
grand cavalier which surmounted the fort. They employed the
whole strength of their artillery for a considerable time against this
enormous mass of earth, which was supported by its own weight ;

' ]
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and when they endeavoured to scale it, they were vigorously re-
pulsed. 'The knights, after having stood an assault of six hours.
11]:;-'.|q-|] covered with '-.'I-'IIHIIH]‘-.._. scorched |1I'-.' the snn, and exhausted
by such a long defence, had at last the consolation to find that the
Turks were the first to desist from the attack. 'The bashaw hmiﬂg
lost more than two thousand men, was forced to sound a retreat.
The Christians shouted for joy ; and their shouts were re-echoed by
the loudest acclamations from the inhabitants of the Burgh. This
glorious defence, which could scarcely have been expected from so
weak a garrison, must be entirely attributed to the generous |]1_‘.~'}_r.1ir
which actuated the greatest number of the knights ; who had, indeed,
devoted themselves to certain death, and owed their conquest to a
contempt of life, which induced them to rush upon the enemy, hoping
to revenge their destruction by that of the infidels. Seventeen
knights were killed in the breach ; and three hundred soldiers either
perished or were disabled. The grand-master sent a re-inforcement
of one hundred and fifty men; and so great was the heroism and
the wish to sacrifice themselves in the cause. that La Valette only
made choice of those officers and soldiers who voluntarily offered
their services on this occasion.

The bashaw ~‘-'t'il1_=_'.' SO many recruits pass from the Hm‘gh to the
tort, began to apprehend the siege would most probably last as long
as there remained one single knight on the island : he therefore de-
termimed to leave no means IEE!_l'i‘Ilj'llf‘-_‘-.'l'ilz to cut off all communication
between these |‘|1l""?~ ; and, by the advice of his first engineer, he un-

- 1 % | I b I.I ¥ 1 - .
lortunately succeeded. Having made a kind of covered-w ay behind




HISTORY OF MALTA. 85

the trench, under the counterseca P, 1}](-}‘ contrived to pass tilrmlgh to
the sea-shore opposite Renelle. "This line was guarded by numbers
of archers ; and ]rt'-,' means of these works, at which the Turks laboured
night and day, the fort was at last invested, and entirely enclosed on
all sides ; so that it was impossible for any boat to approach without
being immediately either stopped or sunk by the enemy. The
Turks having completed this business, resolved v:'uzliﬂuatHIa' to storm a
place which was alone defended by the undaunted courage of about
three hundred men. On the 21st of June they returned in crowds to
the assault, their whole army being in the trenches and at the foot
of the wall. 'The bashaw, elated by the hopes of carrying the place,
did not spare his soldiers ; but he always met with the same coura-
geous resistance from the besieged. Three times were the infidels
repulsed, and three times did they re-commence this furious assault.
Numbers of knights perished ; and had not the close of day put a
stop to the combat, 1[|1-I1; would no |[j".i'-"'*- have been 1n a situation
to resist the numerous enemies which pressedd upon them on every
sicle.

Ths little respite gave them an opportunity of examining the great
loss they had sustained ; and they passed the night in listening to
the groans of the dying, and in dressing each other’s wounds. The
baihff' de Negropont, I.’Amirande, Dumas, and all the prineipal
chiefs, gave every |]r:-.n'|ir|n assistance to the poor soldiers ; and thus,
like true Hospitallers, worthily performed the duties of their profes-
s101. Ht-tilll'r:i to such a Lh‘r;ui!'lli extremity, they m rlected no-
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ruin as long as possible. They therefore employed an expert swinmer

o cross Lhne i!lL]]'l. andd |'1'||'.'|'.-1'H-. e 1|t'1n-1.::-l|- situation of the fort

to the rand-master ; who was much less surpriscd al Liits attiicting

mntelligence (which indeed he expected), than moved with compas-
sion at the loss the order was about to sustain 1n so many valiant
knirchts. He still endeavoured to contrive some method of sending
.o . P o sy e iy
them relief, and commanded five large hoats to be armed, which
were presently crowded by numbers of kmghts, all burning with
E 3 # -I'. = e 'II P ey K T . ) 1 SRR i AT B ity
zeal, and mx;,mr_i 1!_. never-lmhing courage ; but all their efforts were
s, iy i g, o b oate R T
fruitless, and they found it nupossible to reach the ort, hose who
defended it, having lost all hope, determined to die like good Chris-
tians and rehigious knights. 'T'o prepare themselves for this event,
thev took the sacrame TR e IO /Tt (1 o SLI RS L
By took Lhe sacrament during the mgent ;. ana naving tenderiy em-
braced each other: thew returnied to/their nosts: there FELi i
racedd each otiier, they returned to their posts, tiiere to die, ana to
vield up their souls to their Maker in the performance of their duty.
'hose whose wounds prevented their marching, were carried n a
N R ] | ¢ 1 3 T - s : E § | ]
chair to the breach, and, with their swords grasped i both hands,
watted with heroical firmness the arrival of those enemies they were
|

I e of seekinge.

U'le Turks be Fan the assau

L al L:;L‘-'-!J:'-:'i'.!x, and shouted with
$ IR iy vhich sould now ne lonoer ) R S
LIIC ol Ur4ance O a victor'y whchh could now o wongei H'h|"t'.||.l[i:.

b the i!-l!"l.l.ll.l SOLOIETS .*:,I.l LA II.".!.-J'I'l themseives willl 1mnvin-

cible resolution: and the e rtainty of aving with toe ko |:lw,
= | o mspire them '--1!.|.l FIRD] 4.-...'. (eoree Of Couraoe .kl"_ll\' -
| | = b L

threw stones and fire-works, whilst others proudly advanced towards

he enemy, whom they approached with the boldness of ONGUETors
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Fiven these who were unable to stand, never ceased firing their mus-
kets. Dut, after having stood the assault four hours, .Hi.\.‘-:.' men only
remained to defend the breach ; but these heroes proved themselves
more than mortal, and, nobly despising death, still inspired their
enemies with terror. I Amirande, finding this post was on the
poiut of being forced, called to his assistance some soldiers, who, till
that moment, had maintained their place on the cavalier which bhad
been made before the fort.

When the bashaw perceived the breach thus re-inforced, he im-
mediately put a stop to the assault. As if disheartened by such an
obstinate resistance, he pretended to retreat ; but only with the view
of sending his Janissaries to take possession of the cavalier which had
:|r|-'l been abandoned, and, at the same time, to seize on the superior
posts-of the breach, from which the fort m'l;_;'hl 1}[1|in|_'-.' be perceived.

'The besieged took advantage of this respite to bind up their
wounds ; not with the idea of saving the remnant of a miserable ex-
1stence, but to give them strength to continue the combat a short
time longer. At eleven in the morning the Turks returned to the
assault with redoubled fury ; and the Janissaries on the top of the
cavalier, together with those posted in other parts, seemed to make
choice of those 1]]('_1.' wished to :{1-.-cl_r‘rrla. Most of the kmehts were
killed lr‘m the rn:-m}"% fire ; and the few remaining soldiers, over-
powered by numbers, perished in the breach. This terrible assault
ceased at last, merely from want of combatants ; not one knight be-
g left alive,

m T i . " ¥
I'he bashaw entered the fort ; and, struck by the imsignficance of
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the place, rightly judged that the conquest of the Burgh could not
be effected without much difficulty. What resistance,” exclaimed
he, * may we not expect from the parent, when the child, small as
it is. has cost us our bravest soldiers?” It is indeed well attested
that the Turks lost eight thousand men at this siege ; but, alas | the
loss of the order was much more essential ; three hundred knights
and more than thirteen hundred soldiers having perished on this oc-
CASION.

Mustapha, who was naturally eruel, wishing to revenge the
death of lus troops, and at the same time mtimidate the kmghts
at the Burgh and in the other fortresses, commanded search to be
made among the slain for all the Ll]i;]]h‘. whose breasts he ordered
to be opened, not even sparing those who still breathed, though con-
founded with the dead ; and, 11111."1:1; torn out their hearts, he, with
unexampled barbarity, and as an insult to the sign of our salvation
constantly worn by the knights, had their bodies cut in the shape of
a cross; then covering them with their sowbreveste, and fastening
them to planks, he commanded them to be thrown into the sea,
hoping, as was the case, that the tide would bear them to the foot
of the castle St. Angelo, and towards the Burgh.

So cruel, so affecting a spectacle, drew tears from the eves of
La Valette : but his affliction being succeeded by the justest indig-
nation, he, by way of reprisal, and to teach the bashaw not to make
war like a common executioner, ordered all the prisoners to be im-
mediately put to death ; and, loading cannon with their still bleed-
m

1 E_ 3 .1 - :
]'.-t".l'[|\, fired them mito the ENemy s camp.
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CHAP. VIIL

The Grand-Master disappointed of the Supplies promised by the Viceroy of
Sicily. He harangues the Knights and the Inhabitants. The Siege
of the Burgh, and of Fort St. Michael. Proposals sent by the Ba-
shaw. The Grand-Master gives Orders to have the Envoy hanged,
but permits him to return unmolested. A Turkish Flotilla conveyed
by Land. Attack made from the Side next the Sea. Wonder-
Jul Acts of Valour performed by the F iceroy of Algiers, and his
Licutenant, Candelissa. Repeated Assaults. La Valette's Nephew

killed.

F

Iﬂl”_HOUGH(] UT the whole siege of Fort St. Elmo, the grand-
master never ceased importuming the viceroy of Sicily for the so
often promised supplies, but all in vain. Indeed the VICETOY Was
placed in a difficult situation ; for he had never received orders to
Join battle, nor had he a sufficient force so to do : besides, should Si-
cily be lost, his life would indubitably be the forfeit.

La Valette, dreading lest the loss so lately sustained by the
order should make some fatal impression on the minds of his troops,
assembled them together, and, marching through the ranks, addressed
them in the following terms: “ We are soldiers of Jesus Christ
equally with yourselves, my friends; and should you be so unfor-
tunate as to lose us all, together with the rest of your officers, I am
firmly persuaded you would not fight with less courage ; and that,
n such a case, you would require no superior orders to nduc
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vou to follow the dictates of your own brave hearts.” These few
words, spoken with firmness, and tempered by a gentle familiarity,
inspired his hearers with the noblest sentiments. It was then re-
solved, that in future no prisoners should be made, but that every
one should be put to the sword. This was done, not only to show
the Turks that there were still some left to avenge the cruelties exer-
cised on the knights at St. Elmo, but to prove to the soldiers and
inhabitants, that, to whatsoever extremities they might be reduced,
no hopes remamed of any terms of t'ﬁ]]ll‘]f!\'-l1lli'}n between them and
the enemy ; consequently, their own safety must ever depend on that
of the 1sland.

The bashaw, in the mean time, sent proposals to the grand-
master to surrender : he immediately ordered the envoy, who was a
miserable slave, seventy years old, released from his chains for the
occasion, to be hanged ; but this order being 1.‘r1]|}.' given to 1'r'1;_;illt-|]
the llr‘i:l]il'-.', he was sent back, after h;n'ing been offered his l-th{‘]"f}',
which he refused to accept. The knmight employed to escort him
from the Burgh, made him pass through the midst of several ranks
of soldiers, who were purposely under arms ; and, when he arrived
at the counterscarp, he showed him the different fortifications, to-
gether with the very deep ditches which surrounded them, saying,
“ this 1s the place we mean to surrender to the bashaw, and we re-
serve 1t on purpose to bury him and his Janissaries.”

This answer convineing the bashaw that nothing but the force
of arms could make him master of the island, he 11"”111'!“1111-]}-' raised

nine batteries agamst La Sangle, St. Michael, and the Burgh.
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Seventy large cannons began to batter in breach : after which the
trenches were opened ; and, where the rock was too hard, the Turks
raised walls of dry stones. But what they particularly aimed at, was
to block up the Christians in such a manner that they could have no
communication either by sea or by land. Defore the passage by
land was frtli‘il'E.‘l"l; closed, a small re-inforcement arrived, n‘tnn;:u}w-ﬂ of
forty knights, with some other gentlemen of different nations, who,
favoured by a thick ﬂ'ﬁg, fortunately landed in the Black Stone
Creek ; after which they contrived to gain the port, or rather the
Ladder Cove, where they found Im;ttﬁ:, which conveyed them in safety
to the ]'hlr;_r_’h, Uu“c_rﬁ were mmdeed l]iﬁ]]:th'hi':i h}' the x]m*t'n:.' of
Sicily, who wished to be informed whether Fort St. Elmo still held
out. One of the persons employed on this occasion made use of an
innocent artifice, and acquainted the viceroy, that, without imme-
diate assistance, St. Elmo must be inevitably lost. 'T'he first object
of the Turks was to reduce La Sangle and 1ts castle, which they
constantly fired upon from a battery erected on the heights of Cora-
din, which commanded them both. "The besieged were at that time
cut off from all communication except towards the sea; to deprive
them of which, the bashaw undertook so bold a measure as can
scarcely be paralleled in the annals of history. In order to execute
his project, it was necessary to transport boats by land from Port
Marsa Musceit to the grand port, it being impossible for -them
to pass any other sway without going under the batteries of
Fort St. Angelo, which would have sunk them immediately. Fortu-
nately for the order, Lascaris, a Turkish officer of the illustrious

gl
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house of that name, having deserted from his party, discovered the
plan. His intelligence was of the greatest consequence to the
knichts, who had not the most distant idea of ]H:ll}g attacked on their
flank from the sea-side.

No sooner was the grand-master recovered from the :-:t11‘|'_:1'1.~xr=_
occasioned by so hardy and difficult an enterprise, than he took every
possible method to prevent its success, by Iiu‘iil}'iug those parts of
the coasts and the port where it was lnrt.:|.r11]rlt- the infidels, |J1",' means
of their boats, might be able to land. DBut, above all things, 1t was

particularly necessary to prevent the Turks from approaching the

wall of Fort St. Michael. It was therefore llr{.‘it.il'ri, that the whole
g, way from the Coradin rock to the end of the iskand a staccado
should be formed, by driving stakes into the sea, which should be
fastened together by means of iron-rings on the tops of these stakes,
through which should pass a long chain. In those places where the
water was too deep, or the bottom and rock too hard to drive in the
stakes, they were supplied by nailing together long sail-yards and
masts of ships, which, with the chain, would render the passage 1m-
practicable. "T'hey also made other staccadoes, to prevent the enemy
coming near the coast, where the English and German languages
were posted, and likewise to protect the port of the [nfirnmr}'. The
Tharkish ;Ll'llilt-:‘j,' E‘t:'." ][1;; {‘{Jllhiiiilﬂlf on them, prevented their carry-
ing on those operations during the day : they were, however, entirely
completed in nine mghts. The bashaw was not a little surprised at
the sudden appearance of such extraordinary works, raised, as it

were, from the bottom of the sea, which presented a serious obstacle




HISTORY OF MALTA. 03

to the passage of his boats and the landing of his troops. But he
was too able a man, and _l)t_l.':t::'.'._“-}.‘-.ii_'{l too much courage, to 1‘:-]@111]11':5'“ lus
original plan. e flattered himself with the hopes of removing the
stakes from the staccado, and thus opening a passage for his small
flotilla. He therefore selected some Turks who were eood swimmers,
and who, with hatchets in their girdles, contrived to reach the palli-
sades ; then, climbing up the sail-yards, waited with great perseve-
rance to cut them asunder. The noise they made presently dis-
covered their design, and cannon, with small shot, were discharged
agamnst them ; but the firing from above failed of success.  Admiral
de Monte, commandant of the island, fought them with their own
weapons ; and employed some of the most capital swimmers among
the Maltese, who, throwing themselves entirely naked into the sea,
and carrying swords between their teeth, presently joined the Turks,
whom they pulled off’ the first staccado, and, killing or wounding part
of them, closely pursued the others, who betook themselves to
flight, and had no small difficulty to reach the shore. The following
morning the Turks returned to the charge ; and, without being per-
ceived, fastened cables to the masts and sall-yards which formed the
pallisade ; and, by means of capstans, which they found on th
shore, endeavoured to loosen and draw up these large pieces. Dut
the moment they were discovered, the inhabitants of Malta, being
almost all expert swimmers, plunged into the water, and with
their sabres cut the cables asunder, and thus frustrated the bashaw’s
second attempt. These different skirmishes by sea having ceased,

the bashaw ordered his batteries to fire all at the same time %
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and by so doing soon opened various breaches in the advanced
fortifications of the Burgh and Fort St. Michael. But the Turkish
senerals would not attempt an assault till the arnval of Hascen, the
vICeroy of Algiers; who very soon landed in the island at the head of
two thousand five hundred men, all of whom were old approved sol-
diers, whose determined courage had LerElilr{:d them the name of the
brave men of Algiers. The young mussulman who commanded them,
being the son of Barbarossa and the son-in-law of Dragut, wishing
to render himself worthy of those great names, of which he was not
a little proud, and at the same time to render illustrious his own, en-
treated the bashaw to let him have the honour of storming Fort St.
Michael, which he boastingly said he would soon carry sword in
hand. The bashaw, who was an old general, rather wished the pre-
sumptuous youth might learn from experience, and at his own nsk,
how great was the prowess of the valant kmghts he was going to
attack : he therefore obligingly told him, he made no doubt of his
success, and that he willingly consented to yield to him the whole
glory of the action whenever the affair should be communicated to
the sultan.

Whilst the Turks were endeavouring, by the ruinous effects of
their artillery, to open a passage into the island, all their slaves, to-
cether with the crews of their galleys, were employed mn carrying a
prodigious number of boats across Mount Sceherras and Marsa
Musceit post; which they effected ; and, having set them afloat,
Hascen’s Lieutenant manned them with part of his brave men of Al-

mm P T s . z .
ziers. The name of this officer was Candelissa. He was a Greek re-
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negado, cruel and S:mgulmu'}' in his nature, but a very able seaman.
Two thousand picked men from the bashaw’s army were added to
the Algerine troops ; and the boats, thus armed, proceeded forward
to the sound of drums and other Barbaresque music. These were
preceded by a long boat, filled with priests and religious Mahome-
tans of different descriptions ; some of whom, by prayers and hymns,
itnplnr:-tl the assistance of heaven ; whilst others held open books in
their hands, and read aloud the bitterest imprecations against the
Christians. This ceremony gave way to more formidable arms, The
Turks advanced }}rmu“y towards the staceado, which they in vain at-
tempted to break through. Their intention was to make use of it as
a bridge; and for that purpose they brought planks with them,
which proved too short to reach from the last pallisade to the shore.
The Christian batteries, during the whole operation, incessantly fired,
and caused great ravages among them: many of the boats were
sunk, and many others obliged to retreat.

Candelissa presently rallied his soldiers, and perceiving one
part of the staccado which did not (*tliil‘n']}. cover the island, he
made an attempt to land. "I'his was commanded by Gaimazan, an
ancient knight, who permitted the enemy’s boats to advance tll
they were within gun-shot, when, instantly discharging his cannon,
together with a volley of small shot, he sunk great numbers of their
vessels, and, as it 1s said, killed by these means four hundred of the
Turks. But Candelissa, who had been educated in a camp, and
E.'iirl_i.-' accustomed to the disasters of war, effected a ];ul{lm;‘ while

the Christian gunners were employed in re-charging their pieces,
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and, placing himself at the head of his Algerines, contrived to reach
the shore ;: where fresh dangers awaited him ; for Gaimazan, when
he ordered his artillery to fire, had reserved two cannons charged
with cartridees, which he now pomnted against the Turks, and killed
oreat numbers. Their general, whose intrepid valour never forsook
him, perceiving part of his soldiers beginning to stagger, and others
preparing to fly to their boats, endeavoured, ]rj.' prayers, threats,
but principally by his own example, to induce them to remain on
shore; and, to prevent the ]]r.}.a'.wihil-ll}' of a retreat, he ordered the
hoats to a distance ; thus proving to lus soldiers that the exigence
required they should either conquer or die.  Despair, on this occa-
sion, more than supphed the place of courage, and led them to per-
form actions almost supernatural. The Algerines, who headed the
attack, holding a sabre in one hand and a ladder in the other, en-
deavoured to mount the intrenchment. Fach strove to outdo his
comrades, and gain so dangerous a post. [':qiul”.‘l,' fearless, they all
showed a perfect contempt of life; and pursuing the attack with the
most resolute order, after a combat of five hours reached the top of
the mtrenchment, where they ;1]:![11m| seven standards.

The |\I]I_'_'\'IH1H-. 1|1¢!1f;,1[l reduced to a very small |1tm15u-]': no
S00Ner perce ived these standards, than, filled with .‘-']JLi!]]i‘, and fired
with the spirit of emulation, they returned to the charge, and,
headed by admiral de Monte, renewed the attack. But it was

areatly to be feared, that, some part being killed, and the rest
entirely exhausted, the affair would turn out unfavourably : when

the grand-master, whose watchful care, though absent, made him
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acquainted with all that passed in these different combats, sent some
troops to their assistance. 'These were commanded by De Giou,
who, pike in hand, advanced at their head, and, charging the in-
fidels, tore up the standards, drove every thing before him which
attempted to resist the strength of his arm, and at length forced
the enemy to abandon the top of the rampart, where l!h-.'-r' were al-
l'i'lld}' pl‘t.-lmrin;‘ to take up their quarters.

The Algerines and Turks, pressed by the knights, who pur-
sued them sword in hand, hastily threw themselves off’ the ram-
parts.—Their commander, Candelissa, though he had hitherto
showed the most resolute bravery, was one of the first of the
fugitives.  But having lost all hope of keeping his post, and fearing
he might fall into the hands of the knights, who eave no quarter,
he had no other resource than to recal his boats, into which he
eagerly precipitated himself before any of his troops. 'T'he brave
Algerines, though thus abandoned by their chief, made a running
fight, in which they acquitted themselves with wonderful courage.
This obstinate resistance incensed the knights, who, accompanied by
some soldiers, rushed out of a casemate, sword in hand, surprised the
infidels, and charged them so briskly, that, after several had been
killed, the others thought it more prudent to re-embark. But they
were equally ill-treated at ‘sea, their boats being destroyed by the
discharge from the batteries. In vain they threw themselves at the
feet of their conquerors to implore merey ; they received no other
answer than what was termed the pay of St. Elmo ; and, by way of
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reprisal, they were all cut to pieces. Of tour thousand men, who
engaged in this expedition, scarcely five hundred remained, the
;ri-;lirni |mr1 lr_:ui' whom were most th‘*p!.‘l'illrl}' Wt_‘rumh_-tl_

The order, independent of soldiers, lost a hundred knights and
secular f__*;l'l]T.lL‘[lil'!}._. whom zeal for the faith had I}t':_m_-_;lal to Malta.
The son of the viceroy of Sicily was very particularly regretted.
This voung knight, whom, from consideration for his father, the
grand-master had constantly retained near his person, hearing of the
extremity to which the knights were reduced, made his escape, and
flying precipitately to the most dangerous post, was killed by a
cannon-shot on that memorable day. La Valette could not possibly
induce several of the wounded knights to go into the infirmary, they
being resolved to remain on the spot where they received thewr
wounds, mstead of quitting the action merely for the purpose of hav-
e them dressed.

The same dreadful carnage on each side took place on the
attack made by the viceroy of Algiers, who, after having given the
hll:,_"'!ll'll for assault, 1'.1" a cannon-shot, advanced I'|1>1-1-|,-§I1.' at the head of
his troops towards the breaches made by his artillery on the side
next Burmola and the castle of St. Michael. The Algerine soldiers
he retammed about his person were those whom he commanded to
[H‘;_‘_;.III the attack, which th'l". cid with wonderful ardour and resolu-
on; so much so indeed, that they hoisted their ensizns the whole
length of the parapet. A colonel of horse, named Robles, not only

i:"l_l"l'l.‘l.lll"::l for Ius 'u.:l!ulll‘. |HI] for lhis oreaf l‘.\]lt‘l'lt‘ll{‘i' 111 1]1|.|il;l1"r'
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affairs, commanded in this place, and opposed this first impetuosity
of the infidels with the whole strength of his artillery, which he had
purposely charged with cartridges, and which he fired through the
thickest battalions of the enemy. This caused a dreadful slaughter ;
and the Algerines, unable to stand so violent a fire, slipped along
the parapet, and gained a breach, where they hoped, from the report
of some deserters, they should meet with less resistance. The com-
mander in that part having been disabled, was succeeded by admiral
De Monte; who, finding it impossible with his few remaining troops
1o (l'].-c]ntigt' the enemy, :‘11”[*1[ to lns assistance those |<.|]-l:_*:]1:-: who
had just repulsed Candelissa in so courageous a manner. They

hlslzmlll'n.' flew to the charge, at the head of a troop of brave inhabi-

tants ; and, as if the victory so lately obtamed had been a token of

future success, their presence immediately changed the face of the
affir, and inspired fresh courage in the bosoms of those troops who
remained on the post, and who, one and all, fought with such de-
termined resolution, that the viceroy was unable to withstand their
united efforts ; but, after having lost the greatest part of his brave
,'\1;'1‘1"|iw.-, vas forced to sound the retreat, and to retire from the
charge.

The bashaw, hopeless of vanquishing the knights by any other
means than exhausting their strength, and reducing them by con-
stant fativue, resolved to give them no respite. Ie therefore,
though the combat had :1[!‘[’2!1{}' lasted five hours, continued the
assault, and re-placed the Algerines by some Janissaries sent him
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by the grand-seignor purposely for this expedition. These soldiers,
the ]u'nu'ilt;ul .\[|||f|r_n‘i of the Ottoman l'IH]J.!FL’, behaved with a cou-
vage that braved all danger; and it was against such enemies that
the knights of Malta, parched with thirst, and worn out by heat
and fatigue, were obliged once more to take up arms. '"Lhe first
discharge being made by each party, they faced the enemy, and
having joined the Janissaries sword in hand, each man attacked a
particular foe, and thus changed a eeneral battle into as many
single combats as there were soldiers in the field. The Janissaries
equalled the Christians in courage, and never spared themselves in
the smallest degree. Universal terror pervaded each party, and
the danger was reciprocal. A Turk having witnessed the terrible
carnage that a knmight named Quiney made among his comrades,
advanced towards him, and fearless of danger, provided he suc-
ceeded 1n putting him to death, shot him through the head with a
musket-ball, and was instantly afterwards run through the body
by a kmght : but the death of this soldier poorly revenged the loss
of the gallant Quiney.

Stmuane, at the head of a troop of inhabitants, composed of
men, women, and children—who threw stones and fire-works into
the midst of the enemy—forced the Turks to abandon one of the
breaches of which they had taken possession : and in order to repair
it, he immediately sent for pioneers, who, by his command, and in
his presence, placed barrels and wool-packs into the breach ; behind

which, openings were made, well fortified by intrenchments. Whilst
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thus employed in works so urgent and necessary for the preserva-
! e o ; =

tion of the pl;m-: recardless of his own safety, s head was un-
ﬁn'lun:l!_rh' taken off by a cannon-ball. Imh'[]::mit*m of these
losses, more than forty knights, and near two hundred soldiers,

perished in this last affar,

Neither the extreme danger, nor the numerous difliculties of

this siege, in the smallest degree discouraged the bashaw, e
contrived a sort of raised bridge, by which he thought his troops
might be enabled to mount to the assault. Twice the Christians
attempted to burn this bridge during the night, but without
success ; it was therefore determined to destroy it by day; and
the grand-master, to prove he did not spare his own relations more
than the rest of the knights, intrusted this commussion to lus
m_-}_]hvu, H:-m‘}- De la Valette. This }'tmLh, full of fire, and nobly
courageous, sallied forth in full day-light, accompanied by his best-
beloved friend, the chevalier De Polastron, together with a sufiicient
number of soldiers. Their plan was to fasten cables and strong
ropes to the principal wooden stakes which supported the bridge,
and afterwards by manual strength draw them out, and thus over-
throw this curious piece of work. The soldiers began their opera-
tions with much courage ; but being exposed to view, they were pre-
sently attacked by a discharge of small-shot, which forced them to
retreat even to the ramparts of the castle, where Lhey sheltered
ﬂ]ﬂl!lﬂi'h'r:ﬁ from so E,q-:'rihh_' a fire. Polastron and the .‘.Illll.i}i.ltl

La Valette, animated by the true spirit of bravery, placed them-
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selves on their post, without perceiving whether or not they wer
followed by their soldiers; but no sooner had they reached the
foot of ihql- bridge, than they were both killed on the spot by
musket-shots.  The bashaw having promised a reward to those
who brought him the heads of any of the knights, several Janissaries
.Hllltll_'{li'rlll.'[l'l. came up to the bodies, to behead La Valette and
Polastron ; but the Christian soldiers, in despair at the part they
had acted in abandoning their officers, were determined to perish
rather than return into the fort without at least carrying off’ their
remains. 'The bodies were disputed n the most violent manner by
the two parties, and many were killed on both sides; but at last
the Christians, either from superior strength or firmness of resolu-
tion, obtained the victory: and having gamned this melancholy
advantage, returned to the fort.

The grand-master bore his nephew’s death with the greatest
firmness, and by such resignation added not a little to those other
great qualities which had shone forth with so much lustre throughout
the whole of the siege.  When several ancient knights endeavoured
to console lum for so great a loss, he answered them in the tollowing
terms ;¢ J",u-r_a' one of the kmghts is rt!n:ﬂl}' dear to my heart.
[ look upon them all as my children ; and the loss of Polastron
affects me as much as that of La Valette. After all, indeed, these
two voung men have :mi}' perished a few days before the rest.”

Such were the sentiments of this great man, who n all things

proved himself so worthy of his post, and in whose presence alone
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consisted the principal strength of the island. Of his own safety
he was still more careless than that of others: and after having
been shown the spot where his nephew perished, he ordered the
wall to be opened facing the bridge, and having placed a piece of
:11'l,i.]|1'r}' in the {‘:u.itj.', he fired this cannon with so much success,
that he presently beat down the bridge, and the following night

set fire to its remains.
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CHAP. IX.

The Turkish General and Admiral having formed fresh Plans of Attack,
storm the Fort on the 2d and Tth of Augusi. f;g.":';:m‘{g" {_,‘.{Hll'l?',[{.ll.",:'
displayed by the besiege d. The Women distineuish themselves by
Acts of Falour. A successful Sally made from the Old City. The
Turks' Hospital surprised and ransacked. Bloody Assault on the
18¢h of August : the Burgh narrowly escapes being carrie d. The
undaunted Firmness of La Valelte, who exposes his owen Life, nofwoith-
standing the repeated Entreaties of the Knights. The Assault con-
linues the Whole of the Nicht, but without Effect. New Attacks on
the 19th. A huge Machine, filled with Gunpowder and Grape-Shot,
thrown among the Knights ; who throw it back again before it calches
Fire. The Explosion occasions dreadful Mischief. The Grand-
Master is wounded. Gallant Conduct and Death of the Governor
of Bosnia. The Fort most obstinal Ly attacked on the 215t and 23d.
Lhe Knights informed beforehand of the last Assault, by a Note
thrown into the Place. The Council ':I.I'J the Order weree fo abandon
the Burgh, and retire to the Castle St. Anoelo.  The Grand-Master

opposes their Plan,

l“]': bashaw, fearing the grand-seignor might attribute these
repeated fallures to some fault in his conduct, called an extraordi-
nary council of war. After mature deliberation, it was determined
that Mustapha, in conjunction with the viceroy of Algiers, should
continue to storm La Sangle ;: that admiral Piali should besiege the
Grand Burgh and the castle of St. Angelo : and that Candelissa
should continue at sea with eighty galleys, to prevent any relief

from abroad. In order to execute this plan, the Turkish generals
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kept up a constant fire against the posts allotted them to attack :
and on the 2d of August the bashaw began to storm Fort St.
Michael. The assault lasted six hours : and the officers made their
soldiers renew the attack five different times ; but they were always
Dppuajn{l with the same undaunted courage. After an interval of
five []11}'.-'., Fort St.Michael was ':1;__';11'1!'1 smr]n:'{L and this at a moment
when, by way of []L‘(‘L*.it'mg the hf:Hie*grf{I, the assailunts threatened
to attack the Castille bastion. The Janissaries, to whom was com-
mitted the real assault, advanced Iml:”}' to it, :nm]\'mg the air, as
usual, echo with their shouts, which were only answered by a heavy
fire, that destroyed numbers of men before they could possibly
reach the foot of the wall. DBut notwithstanding death reigned on
every side, they intrepidly pushed forward, and, stepping over the
bleeding bodies of their fellow-soldiers, succeeded in mounting the
breach. The fight lasted four hours; and on that memorable day
the whole of the Christians, and even the women, signalised them-
selves most gloriously against the Turks. Whilst the peaceful
mhabitants of the country, together with the citizens, joined their
forces to defend the island, their wives and children performed
actions which in some degree equalled the resolute valour of the
knights. If paternal and conjugal affection inspired these men
with a Strt‘ngth and courage hitherto unknown to them, some of
the women likewise nobly exposed themselves to the greatest
dangers, in order, if possible, to save by their exertions husbands,
fathers, brothers, and children. Part of these resolute females were
employed in carrying stones, arrows, food, and different refresh-

VOIL. 11. P
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ments, to the combatants, whilst the rest boldly mixed among
them. and threw fire-works, |::|i|'|||’-_-_' water, and melted |L-|1:‘h.. mto the
midst of the Turks. The dread of being deprived, not only of their
liberty but of their honour, should they be taken by the nfidels,
made these valiant women rise superior to the fear of death. The
Turks, naturally fierce and cruel, were so incensed at being opposed
by such weak though courageous enemies, that llu:'_r showed them
no quarter, but slew a great number with the sword, and destroyed
others by throwing, in their turn, fre-works amongst them.

The baslaw, in the mean while, grasping his sabre mn his hand,
flew from the foot of the breach, where he had posted himself
among his troops, whom he alternately exhorted, entreated, and
threatened : he even slew with his own hand two of his Janissaries,
who, Elz'n-.ﬂtil upon l’." the |wlll_;|JE=? had thrown themselves from the
top of the breach to the bottom. DBut at the very moment when
the grand-master began to fear for the fort, .‘I'll[’llhll'.lillu, to the
ereat surprise of both Christians and Turks, eave orders to sound
the retreat. 'L'he reason of his conduct was afterwards explamed :

and it was discovered, that the governor of the Old City, having

-

made a sally, had taken possession of the hospital of the Turks, which
he had burnt and entively pillaged. Those who had the charee of
this department, and who were fortunate enough to make their
escape, gave oul that 1 WIS l.;;|u'|: h."’. the advanced _t_~‘1i:|1‘-=| :3]1 Hu-
Sicilian troops, who were just disembarked, and were proceeding
forward to raise the siege. 'I'his intellicence soon reached the

bashaw, who, being assured that in 2 moment of eeneral consterna-
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tion to :|1.1|-I||]]1_ to convince them ]h_‘-,' reason would rather inerease
than diminish their fears and their belief in the danger, gave way
to public ::plniml. and was under the necessity of sounding the
retreat, and of proceeding to meet an imaginary enemy : the real
one, indeed, had retired from the charge, and the bashaw had
nothing further to apprehend from that quarter.

[.a Valette, in the interim, received intellivence that the
viceroy of Sicily had determined to come to his assistance, and that
l'l:sh' 111:'1'1 u':JlIll' L I'i'll(]I'-,' Lo "-::'{.|] 1|_+'-.'~;I‘='xi-' l'l[v end of the |1Lt-,]|.1]],
Comfortable as was this assurance, the grand-master did not relax
in the smallest degree from the constant attention he paid to the
security of the island. 'The fort was in the most dangerous situa-
tion. Mines had been formed in many places, which the knights,
notwithstanding all their efforts, could never fill up.

Mustapha and Piali, in tl:-ﬂpnir at what had im|1lu-11u||, aoreed
between themselves, either to lose their lives at the foot of the
breach, or each to carry the place he had undertaken to attack.
Nothing but the testimony of the historians of that time could
possibly persuade posterity that a small number of warriors could
have so long withstood, not only such repeated attacks, but such
constant watchings and unremitted fatigue.

The Turkish

a new attack, and to continue it, if necessary, both night and day ;

i'_'__'!'l'l!'l".lEh determined, before they E‘.l'-1l‘11":|. to make

: J : =
hoping, at least, by these means to wear out the kmights, if they
could not overcome their unbounded valour.

p 2
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Thev fixed on the 18th of August for this purpose, and the
two generals advanced at the head of their respective troops,
making choice of noon-day for their attack, from the idea that the
Christians, oppressed by the intense heat, would most probably
choose that hour to retire to rest behind their ramparts.

The bashaw marched his soldiers to the breach at St. Michael’s,
and the admiral to the bastion of Castille. Indeed, the former fort had
been very fiercely attacked some hours before by the infidels, who had
fired upon it in so terrible a manner, that neither walls, fortifica-
tions, nor intrenchments, could possibly resist their fury. The
bashaw afterwards commanded his soldiers to mount to the assault.
They being the flower of his troops, animated by the spint of
bravery, and fighting in the presence of their general, it 1s not won-
derful they should exert themselves in an extraordinary manner.
The knights opposed them with their usunal intrepidity, and, though
worn out by fatigue, and the greatest part of them wounded, they
never proved themselves so perfectly superior to all idea of danger.
After a combat which lasted more than six hours, they repulsed the
enemy—more indeed by the excess of their courage than by the
force of their troops.

The attack made by the Turkish admiral on the bastion of
Castille was equally dangerous and hi{mﬂ}x He had deferred
his purpose a short time, imagimng that some of the troops sta-
tioned at that |1i;lt‘('. might p(JHiiJI_\,’ be lii:-iimtrimd to the relief of

Fort St. Michael; but finding that the soldiers still continued on
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their posts, he commanded his men to set fire to a mine situated
in a spot the least suspected by the Christians ; and no sooner had
the explosion thrown down a part of the wall, than the besiegers
prepared to begin the assault, and, loudly shouting, immediately
mounted the breach. The fort would undoubtedly have been car-
ried, had the knights who were upon guard at this place been sensi-
ble of fear, or shown the smallest sign of discouragement.

Brother William, who was the chaplain belonging to the order
perceiving the flag of the infidels hoisted at the foot of the parapet,
flew -precipitately to the grand-master, and, terrified beyond de-
scription, made him a sign to retire instantly into the Castle

Angelo. But this intrepid old man, placing a light morion on
his head, without even waiting to put on his cuirass, boldly ad-
vanced to meet the infidels, and, accompanied by the knights who
were immediately about his person, charged them so impetuously,
that, unable to resist such efforts, and perceiving a re-inforcement
of inhabitants coming to join the grand-master, they began to make
oood their retreat, though they constantly continued discharging
volleys of small-shot.

Such was the situation of La Valette, that all around him
earnestly entreated he would retire from the action: one of the
knights even kneeled to implore him to attend to his safety ; upon
which the grand-master, pointing to the Turkish standards, which
waved in the wind, answered, that, before all things, he was deter-
mined to pull down the trophies raised by the infidels. All the

surrounding knights immediately rushed forward, and a fresh com-
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hat took place, in which ]1|-|"|-]H'l.| the bravest part of each army.
The standards, however, were at last overthrown, and the Turks re-
treated in the greatest disorder.

The _;L']'LII'!'J—!H:IRII'I'. ?IIL'IH'I_:_T resolved not to I|Iﬁl his post, thanked
the knights for the interest they had taken in his safety. “1Is 1t
nossible,” added he, ¢ for me, at the age of seventy-one, to die more
cloriously than in the midst of my brothers and friends, in the ser-
vice of God, and in the defence of our holy religion 2"

The infidels, as the grand-master had expected, returned the
very same mght to the assault, which consisted :m]_x in firing muskets
and cannon : for the Turkish soldiers, disheartened ]’f"' 1'1F'I.'I|1ll'|'ll dis-
appointments, never stirred from their posts, merely striking on their
shields, in order to deceive the bashaw ; who was not long the dupe
of this artifice. Accompanied by his officers, he endeavoured, by
entreaties and blows, to induce them to march; but all in vain: he
was therefore oblized to de fer the continuation of the hi.l':_:'l‘ till 1hl_‘..'
'.:Eri;:-;u':--l Accordingly, the following |.1|||1‘111n:_*' (August 19), Mus-
tapha, by a general discharge of cannon, gave the signal of assault
to the two different |1|--i|'_1;'5.|1g 55'.||‘L'[|'--<, mul the 'l'm']\,- [”1"”'“'“-"[
themselves before Fort St. Michael with redoubled ardour, What
mspired them with the greatest confidence, was a machine invented
by one of their engineers. It was shaped like a long barrel, en-
circled and covered with iron h'm]m and - [illed with _‘_‘,‘ll]lpn".'n.l.]r!'.__
won chains, nals, and all sorts of grape-shot. A match was fastened
to this. maclune, which ]‘;I‘»:-v:i [[II'I.HIIUCEH the whole of it; and the

Purks contrived to let 1t fall on the ravelin, in the midst of the

1l
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knights who defended that post. But these warriors, the moment
they perceived the smoking machine, hastily threw 1t towards the
enemy before 1t had time to take fire; and great numbers being
ilhﬁt‘llii]]-:.‘t{ On illr* ]r!rt-'.u‘h Lo I'il]l.'-\-l'i"l.i' il'.H 1-F"I;._'L'1~, thi- 1*‘~.E:[u.-inu rn;ulr
dreadful havoe among the l;t-nil-:__g;vrr-, who were thrown mto such
confusion that they betook themselves to flight as fast as possible.
The attack of Piali on the bulwark of Castille was more dancerous,
and continued longer. 'The nfidels at first overthrew all who pre-
sented themselves to oppose them, and thus gained the top of the
parapet, where they hoisted their colours: but the eries of the
Turks, who thought themselves masters of the fort, were heard by
the grand-master, who, being at no great distance, immediately
rushed forward, sword i hand, and ["|||"ua||«|.x' charged the enemy.
Thus exposed to perils, 1t was impossible he should escape, and he
was dangerously wounded 1 the leg by a splinter from a grenade.
”1!!']!1:_'1' the whole of the ;|t'1::-..~i|., he took no notice of his wound : but
by words, though indeed still more by his own example, he ani-
IJI'.[[t'[il 1]]5- CONINo ‘-':J!i“rl'ﬁ: 'l.tlllr l'elil;lH 'I.Ii'l.;i s 1:'.|:1'|1 1':1:i',':|_'_'+- as
their oflicers, or as men to whom the love of fame was the principal

object. The zeal iJ|:~]|it'l'=] by religion had such an effect on th

il

n:illd-c of |1-::|1]'| 11L-;i-;|:-.[- and citizens, that i r~:JI'I-'|'.|'-:| the horrors of

death. ]'Za:-r_u one of the combatants r’:i~!.i;|_xc'-i equal bravery on
this l|i|f|_'_';v:'l'ull.- OCCAsION, ..I'I-Iiltll'l. of the L‘Hi_!,"‘nl« ;_*ini'.ra||~!_'-, lost themwr
lives in the cause. Succours were continually sent to both parties,
during the whole of the action, which by that means lasted till the

close of day ; but at length the knights, who fought under the com-
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mand of the grand-master, performed such wonderful achievements,
that they retook the parapet, and drove off the infidels.

’_]'].I[x bashaw, who never gave the smallest respite to his own
troops or those of the enemy, returned to the assault the following
dav (August 20th), at the head of eighty thousand men armed with
4 kind of morions which reached as low as the shoulders : these
were musket-proof; but, though made of a light wood, and ra-
ther thin, the soldiers could not support their weight ; wherefore,
throwing off so inconvenient a covering, they advanced bare-headed,
in the most resolute manner, to storm the fort. They were com-
manded by the sangiac or governor of Bosnia. This old warrior,
having promised the bashaw to carry the works, boldly presented
himself, clothed n a superb vest, and in every particular most
magnificently dressed. Ile gave orders to the officer who carried
the colours to keep them continually hoisted. This officer hemg
almost inm]:'r.iiulr'i}' killed, and the colours rnmf.-flm'nl!‘\' laid low,
he had them taken up; and though the post was so exposed that
the Turks who carried them were successively killed during the
assault, lln'j.' were constanit |."" elevated in view of the enemy ; till
the last ensign having experienced the same fate as his comrades,
the sanziac took them himself, and hoisting them in one hand,
whilst he held a sabre in the other, fought with the most deter-
mined courage, ammating, at the same time, his soldiers to follow
his example. 'The magnificence of his attire, but still more his
heroic valour, pointed him out to the enemy ; and he was killed by

a musket-shot levelled at him by one of La Valette’s pages. His
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place was instantly taken by a Turkish officer, who earnestly ex-
horted the soldiers to revenge the death of their general. 'They
consequently at fArst behaved with great resolution ; but, having a
long time disputed the possession of the body of the sangiac, and hav-
ing carried it off, the Turks, contented with ther tril::up]i, :lltil'Lr'(F
the field of battle. Among the varous kmghts of different nations
who fell by the hand of the enemy, was the chevalier Lacerda,
who, wishing to retrieve his reputation, and make some reparation
for the weakness of his conduct at the siege of Fort St. Elmo, had
boldly sought his death in many different engagements, and at last
died bravely in the breach on this memorable day.

The Turkish soldiers began to be a little disheartened by so
many h]{‘.ut'nl}-‘ and unsuccessful attacks: the bashaw, theretfore,
eranted them three days rest. A note thrown into the Burgh,
mn which the word Thursday was written, sufficiently explained
the writer's meaning. Acecordingly on that day, which was the
23d, fresh assaults were made on Fort St. Michael and the
bastion of Castille. 'These continued till night, and the success was
i'{[1|:1| on both sides: but at last the Turks succeeded in making a
Ialnlﬂ]rm above the parapet of the bulwark of Castille, and their
musketeers, continually firing on the besieged, swept away all w ho
appeared either on the breach or the parapet.

In this {ii'[lll.}!"c',}'l]i' situation the council of the order assembled,
to deliberate on the measures necessary to be had recourse to.
The Burgh was mined on every side, as were the ramparts; the
enemy was n [m\-w.u.-.'iun of the outworks, and the breach was
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blocked up by a kind of cavalier, which touched the wall. The
oreater number of the grand crosses proposed to La Valette to
abandon this post, to blow up the remainder of the fortifications,
and, with the ammunition and provisions, to take shelter in time in
the Castle St. Angelo, which was still whole and secure. The
grand-master rt'_it':*lu-L! this advice with the same sentiments of hor-
vor as if it had been lr.'u;;u«--:l to deliver up the island to the infidels.
He !'1‘111‘1‘3-;&'1&1('1'[.. amongst a varety of other reasons, that the castle
of St. Angelo was incapable of contaming the soldiers, inhabitants,
and different classes of people, who must be removed from the
Burgh ; that the cistern belonging to the castle would not supply
them with water; and that the scarcity of so necessary an article
must, in a few days, either expose them to perish from thirst, or
force them to open the gates to the Turks. In answer to these repre-
sentations, the members of the council insisted that the grand-master
should take with him their relies and archives, and himself retire
to the castle. But the firmness of La Valette was not to be shaken,
and he continued constant to his first resolution ; thinking, with
reason, that, should the most valuable effects of the order be trans-
ported to the castle, the soldiers would believe they were no
longer safe m the breach. Having, therefore, rejected this second
proposal, he added, * This is the place, my brothers, where we
must either all perish together, or succeed in driving away our
cruel and implacable enemies.” With these words he quitted the
assembly, and immediately ordered retirades, openings, and in-

trenchments, to be made behind the damaged places. The above-
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mentioned platform alarmed him the most ; but, by the advice of a
skilful engineer, he ordered the wall to be opened mn the quietest
manner possible. This was so ably performed, that they surprised
the Turkish soldiers who were upon guard on the spot; and having
taken possession of the platform, fortified it in such a manner that
the mfidels never dared to make another attack on that side of the

fort.




The

famine than the kmghts, his commissary of stores having informed

HISTORY OF MALTA.

CHAP. X

last Assault is made on the Tth of September. The Bashaw, being
apprehensive of a Famine, and a Scarcily of Ammunition, makes an
unsuccessful Attempt on the Old City. The besieged receive Re-
inforcements.  The Troops land, and the Turks immediately re-
embark. The Bashaw gives Orders for them to return and land a
second Time ; when they are beaten by the newly-arrived Troops
The Raising of the Siege occasions universal Joy among the Christian
Powers. La Fualette receives Presents and Congralulations Srom
different Princes. The Arsenal at Constantinople is burned by Order
of the Grand-Master, who lays the Foundation of the City La
Valetta. Ceremonies observed on the Occasion. Several Spanish
Knights revolt. Their Trial and Escape. A Florentine murders
his Wife, but escapes the Punishment due to his Crime. The Pope's
veratious and unjust Conduct towards the Order. Death of La Fa-
lette. Honours paid his Remains. Peter De Monte succeeds him as

Crand-Master.

.
FEI'I-L bashaw continued to attack Fort St. Michael without the
smallest intermssion (1565); and his troops seized upon almost
all 1ts bastions, after each party had fought a considerable time with
equal fury. The invincible courage displayed by the knights at last
overcame the obstinate tenacity of the Turks ; and the bashaw had
no other hope remaining than to reduce by famine those whom
neither artifice nor force could succeed in conquering. 'T'he bashaw,

however, soon learned that he had more cause to apprehend a
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him that the stock of flour would be expended in twenty-five days ;
and, to add to his alarm, the artillery-officers declared they were on
the point of wanting gunpowder. In this perilous situation, fearing
the sultan would punish him with death for having failed mn this ex-
p:'{filit)]l., he resolved to make a last effort, and attack the City No-
table ; flattering himself that, should he succeed in his attempt, and
carry off the inhabitants in chains, so splendid a victory would
soften Solyman in his favour.

In pursuance of this determination he left the camp on the last

of August, accompanied by four thousand Janissaries and spahis.

['he fort having been described to him as weakly fortified, he hoped

to carry it by scalade: but the strength of a place consists less in
bulwarks and bastions, than mn the valour of the troops, and the
skill of the generals who command in it. The commander, Mus-
quito, the same brave Portugueze who had surprised the Turkish
hospital, was governor of the city; and, though his troops were
few, he affected to appear proud and resolute. The ramparts were
|jI11’fl "-'I-illl Cannon u['u] :«_‘r_n|:iilf|‘-‘: zm:{ tlw latter seemed more nume-
rous, from their being joined, not only by the mhabitants of the
country, but by several women in men’s clothes. 'This formida-
ble appearance alarmed the bashaw’s engineers, who unanimously
declared 1t would be impossible to attempt a scalade against a for-
tress so completely furmshed with troops and artllery; upon
which the bashaw, incensed and grieved at his disappointment, re-
turned to the camp, not knowing what to resolve, nor where he

could possibly renew his attacks. He had, indeed, but one resource




|

118 HISTORY OF MALTA.

left, which was in a very high wooden tower, contrived by Iis H‘Lgi-
neers. 'This was placed upon rollers, and pushed to the very edge
of the breach at Fort St. Michael. During the mght a port-hole
was opened in the wall, immediately opposite to the breach, where
a culverin was Edm_'ud t‘ltatr‘gf-tf with chain-shot ; but this Ifwm-. broke
after the first tllibi.'hlll"‘__‘;l'.. and was very soon v]lli!‘f.'iy (]f{'.“.'\l]‘f_'}}'{‘tl.

The viceroy of Sicily set sail with his fleet on the 1st of Sep-
tember. The t'_"'l'lli'l':ll rendezvous was at the small isle of 1..i1105'd,
where the viceroy found letters from La Valette, to inform him,
that, towards Mugiario, and the flat shore of Melecha, the landing
was safe, and the bottom sound. The wind became very high mn
the night, which, joined to rain, thunder, and lightning, separated
the ‘l.un—gli:u':i from the rest of the fleet. 'The uit::‘.r{}}' put back to
Sicily, and ordered his troops to disembark ; but a tumult arose
among the soldiers, who noisily insisted on again setting sall. 'The
ofhicers were not displeased that these men should thus boldly be
the interpreters of their sentiments on this occasion. 'The ViCeroy
presently read in their countenances what passed in their hearts; of
which indeed it was very easy to judge, by the profound silence they
mamtaimed in the midst of a tumult raised by soldiers under their
command : he therefore yielded to the general wish, and they re-
embarked on the 6th of September. The same day, in the after-
noon, the Heet came in sight of Malta, and, on i.*[lh’]‘lng the straits
or canal of Goza, the soldiers, and indeed the whole crew, made the
air echo with their acclamations of Joy. The viceroy not choosing

to risk a descent in the evening, much less during the night, com-
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manded the fleet to cast anchor (September ?N and to ride near
the small islands of Cumin and Cumino. 'The next morning the
vessels entered the creek or cove of Melecha, where they disem-
barked the troops, arms, provisions, and ammunition, with every
‘..h'm;__r. that could contribute to the relief of Malta; but the viceroy
merely landed to take a survey of the whole, and, after having seen
the re-inforcement begin its march towards the City Notable, he,
according to the orders he had received from the king of Spain, re-
turned to Sicily.

Mustapha and Piali having always judged, from the information
of their spies, that the viceroy intended to attack the Ottoman fleet,
and bring in his supphes at the Great Port, had employed all their
marine forces in that place ; had blocked up the entrance by a chain
composed of sail-yards, stakes, and boats; and, from the moment
the Christian fleet first appeared off Linosa, the Turkish admiral
and all his fleet held themselves constantly in readiness to weigh
their last anchor in order to defend it. But when they learnt that the
supplies had been landed in an entirely different part of the island,
they, without inquiring into the number of the newly-arrived troops,
precipitately raised the siege, recaled their garrison from Fort St.
Elmo, leaving behind them even their heavy artillery, and immedi-
ately re-embarked with a dispatch that had the appearance of abso-
lute flight

No sooner had the bashaw entered his vessel, than he felt
ashamed of the sudden panic with which he had been seized. Trem-

bling for his head, and dreading the reproaches of the sultan for re-
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treating before so feeble an enemy, he called a council of war, when
a majority of only two voted for a new disembarkation. The ba-
shaw, incensed against himself for having so suddenly raised the
siege, courageously vowed either to conquer or die ; choosing rather
to lose his life at the head of his few remaining troops, than, by re-
turning unsuccessfully into his country, to risk perishing by the
hand of an executioner. He therefore ]Jsum':iizs!q'fl.' landed ; but
his troops, fatigued and harassed by so long and bloody a siege,
were very unwilling to follow his example ; and it became necessary
to tear them (if I may so express myself) by force from their ves-
sels. The Turks marched towards the City Notable, where they
hoped to fall in with the Christians ; whilst the viceroy of Algiers
remained on the sea-shore, with fifteen hundred men, in order to fa-
cilitate their retreat and re-embarkation in case of failure. La Va-
lette acquainted the new ly-arrived Christian troops with the motions
of the enemy ; and it was taken into consideration, whether they
should advance towards the mhdels, or wait their arrival in the ad-
vantageous situation in which they had intrenched themselves, The
general advised the latter plan ; but the majority voted for the at-
tack. The Maltese battalion therefore mmmediately began their
march towards the enemy : whom LaSande, an officer of distinguished
reputation, at the head of the knights, suddenly and briskly charged ;
whilst -i'--“'i'i'-:”*' de la Come, commander of the n:_'wl}'—;u‘r"n ed troops,
wiose l-‘i'-.EHIUi] had been :L;"n en in favour of the defensive i:l;m~ stiffi-
i':.r'tlii_\.' ['H".}'l.‘.'t] that those who are sometimes accused of too much

circumspection n council, are not the least valiant in the field ; for
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he took the field with the knights, and undauntedly exposed himself
to the greatest dangers.

The victory was long deciding ; for the Turkish soldiers, who
had been so forcibly dragged into action, so far from exerting them-
selves to obtain the victory, could scarcely be prevailed upon to en-
gage ; and they had no sooner lll.-ii‘llill'g!'tl one volley of small-arms,
than, being vigorously pressed by the Maltese battalion, they
shamefully betook themselves to flight. The bashaw, thus aban-
doned, and fearing being taken by the enemy, was under the cruel
necessity, notwithstanding his exemplary courage, of following his
cowardly troops. Twice he fell from lus horse. and twice he must
have fallen into the hands of the Christians, had not some of lis of-
ficers, at the risk of their lives or their liberty, steadily assisted him,
and given him time to re-seat himself in his saddle. The kmghts
pursued the infidels with the greatest spinit ; but they were so inebri-
ated with success, that they no longer preserved either ranks or order,
and threw off their cuirasses, to enable them more hj'n-c'l'.'i-_'-.' Lo over-
take the fugitives. On arriving at the place where the Turks were
to embark, the viceroy of Algiers, who was in ambuscade b hind the
point of a rock, rushed out at the head of his troops, and finding the
knights and Christian soldiers i disorder, fell upon them with great

J[1|11‘1.'.. L']Hi':i s:-‘wl'uL uh-| took others ::1'-iwra.-.: I's. i'--l':ln'.-‘;l:']x for the

C]H'-l\-l-lﬂllh'._ l_]{' H;L“elr '.]|‘}‘-['..;':] with some !'-:'El;...:i 115 IE-i':i._-_'" the com-
bat. IHH.'HL' rushed lll-'_!-:ii::'.l'! among e .-"a!;":|.:- 5 f':.-'i"-.i'.:._; all be-

fore them, and released the prisoners. The Turks, thus situat d, harl
no other resource than to embark as speedily as possible. A new

VOl. 11I.
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kind of battle took place ; and, in order to favour the retreat of the
Turks, Piali, their admiral, kept up a constant fire from his ships.
But the fury of the Christian soldiers was so great, that t|]f‘.}' pur-
sued the fugitives into the sea, and killed a great number of them.

The admiral having embarked the poor remains of his own for-
midable army, set sail and proceeded towards Sicily. The viceroy
seeing the fleet from the top of the castle of Syracuse, learnt, without
the information of a courier, the happy effects of the assistance he
had afforded, and the raising of the HErg!.u

Lia Valette no sooner perceived the first embarkation of the in-
fidels, than he instantly filled up their trenches, and destroyed all
their works. Every one of the inhabitants, men, women, children,
and even the knights, were indiscriminately employed night and day
on this occasion ; and that with the pleasure and dispatch of pri-
soners who wish to escape from captivity. In the mean time the
grand-master placed a garrison in Fort St. Elmo ; and the Turks
had the grief and mortification to see, from their ships, the ensigns
of St.John waving in the wind.

Thus ended this memorable siege, in which twenty-five thou-
sand infidels were slain ; and two hundred and sixty knights, toge-
ther with more than seven thousand soldiers and inhabitants, fell
victims to the Christian cause. In fact, at the moment when the
Turks departed, there scarcely remained six hundred effective men,
including the knights in the Burgh ; and even the greatest part of
that number were .‘-iE".'['l':']:n." wounded. 'The m.-u]} ~arrived troops re-

tired near the {'-i[j..' Notable, in order to refresh themselves after the
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flight of the infidels; and, during their stay in that place, the prin-
cipal chiefs, together with all the knights belonging to that army,
proceeded to the Burgh, to pay their compliments to La Valette,
who, with the knights and all the inhabitants, gratefully recelved
them as their deliverers from the most imminent danger. The knights
embraced each other with marks of the greatest friendship and ten-
derness ; but, when they reflected on the cruel loss they had su-
stained in the most illustrious and bravest members of the order;
when they considered the deplorable state of the besieged fortresses,
the ruined walls and fortifications—the artillery mostly dismounted—
the houses either thrown down or shaken in their foundations—the
magazines emptied of powder, provisions, and ammunition—the in-
habitants pale and disfigured by fatigue—the knights and the grand-
master himself unshaved, dishevelled, their dress dirty and disor-
dered ; the greatest part having never taken off their clothes for
months ; many ndeed of these brave warriors still appearing with
bandages on wounds so honourably obtained ;—when, 1 say, all these
affecting images presented themselves to their imagination, they re-
ciprocally shed tears, and not only wept at the remembrance of
their misfortunes, but for joy that at last Malta was saved. In or-
der to commemorate the great actions so lately performed, the
Burgh, which had been the principal theatre of the war, was called
Citta Vittoriosa, or the Victorious City, which name 1t has ever since
preserved.
The intelligence of the siege of Malta being raised, was quickly
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spread throughout Christendom, and occasioned umversal joy. It
was announced at Rome by a general discharge of cannon from the
custle of St. Angelo, and celebrated by bonfires and illuminations.
The same rejoicings took place all over Ltaly, Sicily, and Spain ; and
the different sovereigns of Europe hastened to congratulate La Va-
lette on so brilliant a victory. The king of Span presented him
with a sword and a poniard, the hilt of which was of gold enriched
with diamonds. When Philip I1. sent lim this present, he gave
orders to his envoy to address the grand-master m full council, and
to assure him that the king his master regarded lum as one of the
oreatest 1".|]_-|:1':r‘|.«- of the age, l-mt'l-nling him to make use of those
arms in defence of the whole Christian world.

Pope Pius IV. made him an offer of a cardinal’s hat, as the most
distinguished favour he could possibly bestow. 1D’Aubusson, the
rlorious defender of Rhodes, had formerly accepted it. But even
this example had no weight with La Valette, who refused the prof-
tered dignity : alleging, as a reason, that he feared confounding to-
gether the grand-mastership and the cardinalship. ¢ These two
great titles,” added he, ]"i'l'llli.l'{' different funetions ; whieh, instead
of supporting, will continually interfere with each other.”—I¢t ap-
pears that La Valette, L'1|s<1|_‘,' |_'::n.~';:h-i"|:1_s_- himself as an .iillili'[}f'I:'H.El_']‘li
sovereign, thought it derogatory to so high a title to acce pt an in-
ferior t'ii_:u'a:}'.

These flattering marks of favour from so many sovereigns, did

not, however, i:]'t"-:-m the .‘JI'u|H|—r11:1~'L:-t' from 1-'.11t=1'i;|i1n‘;'.-_'_' just -




HISTORY OF MALTA. 125

i:FE}ir'_'n:-:»iullns for the future. Intelligence received from the East,
announced, that the grand-seignor, incensed at the failure of his
troops under the command of his generals, had declared, that he
would }Ililt‘t: himself at the head of a formidable army, and attack
Malta the following spring. Those who reflect on the deplorable
situation of that island when abandoned by the Turks, will easly
conceive it in almost as ereat danger as during the siege. Added
to the misfortunes already enumerated, the country was nearly de-
p{}puluiml, most of the casals or willages burned, the cisterns
drained, and no money left either to buy provisions or repair the
ravages occasioned by the siege. But what rendered the case most
desperate was, that very few soldiers, and still fewer knights, remained :
indeed their number was insuflicient to defend the island against the
attack of the most inconsiderable army.

In this cruel situation, many of the members of the council
were of opinion that the most prudent measure would be to eva-
cuate Malta. But La Valette, elated by the glory he had ob-
tained in its defence, declared he would sooner be buried in the
ruins than consent to abandon it.. In this dreadful dilemma he had
but one resource left, which indeed [mlh]u; but such desperate cir-
cumstances could justify, and which many cenerals would have
scrupled to employ. Solyman, he well knew, would never attempt
to attack Malta without a most formidable fleet: he therclore
caused the arsenal at le*L:miluuiﬂi' to be burned to the ground,
and thus destroyed a great number of vessels intended for this expe-

vt v m 1 . 3 . ¥ ! e
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cognito; and the order rx}upt:tl the zltlu';lnmgf: of so Llu]"mg an at-
tempt *.

The grand-master having no longer any thing to apprehend
from Solyman, at least in the ensuing campaign, resolved to take
advantage of this respite to re-build the fortifications so completely
ruined by the Turks. He was very well aware of the importance of
the situation of Fort St. Elmo, and therefore immediately began to
repair it ; but, it having been represented to him as much too small,
he resolved to enlarge it, and add several new works; as also to
build a town on the same point of land, which should be fortified in
the strongest manner that art could effect. When this war should
be finished, he meant to transfer the convent thither, and make it
the }n'im.‘i[;;tl ]:]m‘u of residence for the Lnij_fhts, who would un-
doubtedly be much more secure there than in the Burgh, which
was commanded on all sides by the surrounding hills and rocks.
The most powerful assistance, however, was necessary to complete
so great an undertaking ; and La Valette sent deputies with the
plan of this new town to all the Christian princes, who unamimously
expressed their approbation of it. The pope promised to contri-
bute fifteen thousand crowns, and the king of France a hundred and
forty thousand French livres, to be paid from the tenths or tithes of
his kingdom. Philip II. granted mnety thousand French livres,

and the king of Portugal thirty thousand crusadoes. Most of the

An listorian asserts, that the burning of the arsenal at Constantinople was by
way of reprisal ; Selim II., the son of Solyman, havine caused the arsenal at Venice

to be set fire to before the becinning of the war,
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commanders, nobly disinterested, stripped themselves of their pro-
perty, and even of their most valuable moveables, the profits from
which they sent to Malta.

La Valette, thus generously assisted, sent for engineers and
other workmen from different ports of Italy ; and, the foundation
having been marked out, this prince, in his grand habit of ceremony,
accompanied by the council and the whole of the knights, proceeded
to Mount Sceberras, and there laid the foundation-stone* of the
new CITY, on which was engraven in Latin the decree of the coun-
l.'ﬂ, conceived mn the fh]]uwing terms: ““The most l]lLlrslrimm, most
reverend brother, lord John de la Valette, grand-master of the hos-
pitaller and military order of St.John of Jerusalem, considering the
danger to which the knights and the people of Malta were exposed
from the infidels during the late siege, has, with the consent of the
council, and in order to oppose any fresh enterprises formed by
these barbarans, decided to build a city on Mount Sceberras ; and
on this day, the 28th of March, in the year of our Lord 1566, after
having called upon the holy name of God, and implored the inter-
cession of the Im]}' \-lrgin mother, 1c'rguth+'r with that of St.John the

H:Ipl‘iﬁt, tutelar patron of the order, to draw down the benediction

# The first stone of the ('ll_\' Valetta was laid and filled up with mortar by the
grand-master himself, on the Point of St. John's Bulwark. Under this stone he
deposited a variety of gold, silver, and copper medals, with inscriptions ; the best of
which was Smmotam Colly dedit. The conventual conservator distributéd sequins,
golden erowns, and silver coin, of two, three, four, and six-tarin pieces, with the
crand-master’s effigy, among the people.  This expense amounted daily to fifteen

hundred or two ﬂmllk:uul Crowns,
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of Heaven on so important an undertaking, the sovereign lord grﬂml-
master has laid the first stone, on which are engraven his arms (a
lion or. in a field gules) ; and the new city 1s by his command to be
named the City la Valetta.”

In order to preserve to the latest posterity the remembrance of
so important an event, a great number of gold and silver medals
were thrown among the foundation-stones. These represented the
new city, with the following inscription, Melita renascens. On the
exergue were engraven the day and year when it was founded.

"This ceremony was followed by the most assiduous application
to the completion of the work. Every one, without distinction of
rank, was employed on the occasion, and that with an eagerness
and pleasure inspired by the hope of speedily finishing an under-
taking on which the public safety so materially depended. In this
military republic, all regarded themselves as concerned; and the
erand-master himself, during a space of two years, never neglected
to overlook the workmen. He passed whole days m this employ-
ment ; and not only took his meals like a common artisan, but gave
audipnee and 1ssued out orders in the midst of the workmen.

The commander De la Fontaine, celebrated for his skill in for-
tifications, was the i"'.””'-'["d] director and auln-riuh-:;:quL[ of these
works ; but the want of money to carry them on was soon sensibly
telt.  "T'he order, therefore, to supply this deficiency, caused copper
to be coined, and annexed a different value to the pieces, according
to the size into which 1|1-.-‘1. were cut,. On one side were '.'I'l;l‘n_'.v.-Hi'L“d

two hands clasped together, and the other bore the arms of La Va-
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lette, quartered with those of the order, with the following legend—
non acs, .H'-;’te"ﬁ"rilt'a'. The pll]u:tlluﬁi}-‘ with which payment was made
the moment money was received from the continent, established so
|11:i‘li't.'.i a conhdence among liu' iu‘!{:p]v, that lh:-}f never made the
smallest m‘:tniﬂa!lnl ilf_‘;ltllili'-'al the ewrculation of this copper coin ; nor
were the works ever discontinued, nor at any time in the least
neglected.

The last moments of La Valette were, like those of his prede-
cessor [.'Isle ."H{;km, embittered i]_x' intestine troubles i the con-
vent, and by exterior vexations relative to the preservation of the
possessions of the order. Some young Spanish knights, intoxicated
with joy at the Turks being defeated, allowed themselves the most
improper liberty of conduct. They lived in a very irregular manner,
and even ventured to write satirical songs against the reputation, not
only of the bravest kmights, but of the principal ladies of Malta.
These songs were soon publicly known, and complaints made to the
grand-master, who, bemg a strict disciplinarian, was very justly m-
censed at such excesses ; he therefore immediately commanded the
council and the principal officers of the order to take cognisance of
the affair. The authors of these defamatory libels were discovered,
and an action brought agamnst them. Whilst the proceedings were
carrying on with great activity 1n full council, these unruly ouths,
without the smallest respect for the grand-master, who acted as
president, rushed in crowds into the council, and snatching the
pen, with which he was writing the sentence passed on the culpnits,
from the vice-chancellor’s hand, threw his inkstand out of the win-

VOL. 11. 5
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]

dow. This done, these headstrong youths, being favoured in their

|
retreat by their friends and some othér unknown accomplices, pre-
cipitately quitted the hall, reached the sea-shore, embarked in
lisht feluccas, and escaped into Swaly.  La Valette, irritated at
such a scandalous act of rebellion, deprived them of the habit of the
order, and ordained, that, in case they should be apprehended, they
should suffer perpetual imprisonment. He likewise sent to Sicily to
reclaim them as deserters and rebels. But they were too well ac-
quainted with the firm and inflexible character of the grand-master
to remain in that island ; they therefore contrived to return as fast
as possible to their own country.

The effects of this disagreeable affair, which afforded so dan-
oerous an example to the knights, were not rnlér'n-!‘r suppressed when
La Valette had fresh cause for afiflicion. A Florentine, settled m
Malta, having married a most beautiful young woman, a descen-
dant of one of the faithful Rhodians who had followed L. Isle Adam
from that island, instigated by the demon of jealousy, assassinated
his wife ; and, notwithstanding the greatest precautions were taken,
made his escape from the hand of 1'F|l.~1']¢'t- into |T.:|[11. : that 1s to savy,
mio a country where murders of that nature wWere more !]'1-4][“']][51\:
winked at than punished.

The pope, who had so lately offered the cardinal’s hat to La
Valette, and who had also by different briefs promised never to in-
terfere with the order in the enjoyment of their rights, when the
erand-priory of Rome became vacant, made no scruple of bestowing

it on his nephew. 'The erand-master complained with reason of
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such an open violation of his rights made by his holiness : who, to-
gt'ﬂlt*r with his ministers, |>|‘:'l:']]:|l-1| to think that La Valette had
not been sufliciently moderate i his l'.‘i]:}]'i'k'.‘-ltf}]i'u. The court of
Rome, therefore, to mortify and punish him, added outrage to n-
justice, and forbade the ambassador of the order to appear there in
future.

Such a succession of vexatious circumstances greatly afflicted
La Valette, and threw him into a profound melancholy. Wishing
to divert his mind, he amused himself by hunting : but this amuse-
ment proved a fatal one; for he was struck one day by what in
those climates is called a coup de soleil, and, after an illness of
three weeks, he breathed his last; and thus ended in the most
peaceful manner a life which had been spent in -all the tumults of
war *.

Peter de Monte, who succeeded him as grand-master, was
especially attentive to performing the last duties towards his prede-
cessor, whose remains were first deposited in the church of Notre
Dame de Phileme. They afterwards, by command of the whole
order, were placed on board the admiral’s galley, which was dis-
armed and dismasted, and thus towed by two armed galleys hung
with black cloth. The banners, standards, and arms, taken from
the Turks and other infidels whom he had conquered, were like-
wise towed by the same galleys, and suffered to drag through the

water. These were followed by two other galleys, which had parti-

.EIIHIIE[ 22, 1568.
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cularly belonged to La Valette, covered also with black cloth and .
other sepulchral ornaments.

The reigning grand-master, the lords of the council, the com-
manders, and the principal knights, embarked on board these two
galleys ; and thus, in funeral pomp, this dismal train left the Grand
Port, and proceeded to that of Marsa Musceit, where the house-
hold of the deceased—consisting of his ofhicers and domestics—in
deep mourning, landed the first. The greatest part of them carried
flambeaux, and the rest the colours taken from the Turks. These
were followed by the clergy bearing the body, and chaunting the
service of the church ; and, immediately after, the grand-master, the
members of the council, and the majority of the knights. The
body of La Valette was thus carried to the church della Vittoria
erected at hus own expense in the city La Valetta, and there, ac-
cording to his request, he was interred. His remains were con-
signed to the grave with all the usual ceremonies of the church, and

every honour paid him due to the memory of so great a man.
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