HISTORY OF MALTA.

BOOK II

ON THE CONSTITUTION AND FINANCES OF THE ORDER OF MALTA.

CHAPTER L

Constitution of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Jrom its original
Fourdation to the present Times. Changes it has undergone. The

Legislative and Executive Power, in whom vested. The duthorit 'y of

the G rand-Master, how far limitted.  Extent of the said Authority

over the Knights. To what Degree the Order was dependent on the

Pope and other Christian Powers. Independence the principal Basis
of its Government. Its Right of Sovercignty acknowledged, and its
Rank assigned in the different Courts in Europe. Places in the Gift
of the Grand-Master.

IK order to give a just and complete idea of the government
of Malta, it will be necessary to go back to its original institu-
tion, and to describe the different changes it has successively
undergone,

The knights of Malta were at first merely hospitallers of
St. John, and as such were not subject to any particular rules:
but being become members of a religious order, they followed

those of the Augustins. Having once employed the force of
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arms under Raimond Dupuis, they became a military order;
and having conquered Rhodes, and Malta with its dependencies
being ceded to them, 1511‘:-.' :‘e‘.'#!ll:ui'!.‘il the l'i'_-:h-‘.. of Hl:_}'lf{"i'(_'i.u_:['lt}'t

The order preserved something of all these different cha-
racters, which renders its form of government very complicated,
and difficult to understand. DBut though i1t must necessarily
appear incoherent at first sight, it will soon be perceived, that
it formed altogether one of the most perfect administrations
that can ;mr-raiial}' be imagined.

This order may with propriety be considered as being, at
the same time, hospitaller, religious, military, republican, aristo-
eratical, and monarchical *.

IHospitaller, from having hospitals constantly open for the
reception of the sick of all countries and religions, whom the
knights attended in person.

Religious, because the members took the three vows of
chastity, obedience, and poverty ; which last consisted i pos-
sessing no property independent of the order at large, and on
that account the pope was their superior.

Military, two classes being constantly armed, and always
at war with the infidels: these were properly disciplined for a
war of that nature, and never ceased protecting the (hristian

flag of every nation from corsairs and all barbarian vessels.

¢ Since the definitive treaty, it may also be said that the government is become N some
degree democratical ; and that from the introluction of a language which does not require

any proofs of nobility.
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Republican, the three classes of the order always naming |1
their chief from among themselves, out of the first class, and i
concurring with him both in making and executing the laws. |

Avristocratical, since none but the knights and the grand-
master had any share in the legislative and executive power.

Monarchical, from having a superior who could not be dis-
l}{JhHL'Hht‘ll of his t“u'!]]l_\'.. and who was invested with the rieht
of sovereignty over the ﬁlll:jr{:i:; of the order, together with
those of Malta and its dependencies.

Gerard, who is regarded as the original founder of the
order, formed an association of a few charitable persons at
Jerusalem, for the purpose of relieving the sick, and they took
up their abode in a house distinguished by the name of the
hospital of St. John; where they received the infirm, and Gy
wretched, and afforded them every possible assistance. Hav-
g resolved to dedicate themselves entirely to this charitable _
employment, Gerard and his companions were desirous of """rr

taking the regular habit, and accordingly the pope invested

them with that of St. Augustin. They took the three vows of |
chastity, obedience, and poverty, before the patriarch of Jeru- '
’ salem, under whose immediate authority they remained for |
; some tune.
i

The pope, however, soon freed them from all ecclesiastical
jurisdiction, and left them entirely to their own. From the
first moment of their institution, they bore the name of the

hﬂ‘*pitullw brothers of St. John the Baptist of Jerusalem,
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About the same time an association of women was like-
wise formed at Jerusalem by Alix, a Roman lady. This was
on the same plan with that of Gerard, except that none but
female patients were received into the house. These ladies,
being animated by the same spirit of charity as the huspitﬂiitr
brothers of St. John, desired to be associated with them, and
their request was granted. They were afterwards obliged to
prove their nobility, in the same manner as the knights, and
they acknowledged the grand-master as their superior. Since
that time they have been dispersed throughout the greatest
part of Christendom, where they still subsist with much
distinction #.

Raimond Dupuis (Pl. X11.), who succeeded Gerard, was
not satisfied with merely receiving the poor and sick into the
hospital of St. John; he was also desirous of 11131}1‘{11'1[__{3_‘ them
future ]Jt't]!H'HUII, and t‘:-a(‘nl'titl_t_[ those u']m, ||1|1.'i|13__1; recovered
their health in the infirmary, wished to return into their own
country. r|1E‘.i“-|:Hll']]L‘j‘ from Jerusalem to the first port where

it was possible to embark for Europe was extremely danger-

ous ; it being necessary to pass through a country entirely in-
habited by infidels, who, whenever they found themselves the
strongest, fell with unrelenting fury on the Christians. The
hospitallers therefore solicited leave to become a military

order, without, however, relinquishing either their first offices,

® See Appendix, No,IX, names of the commanderies of the hospitaller sisters of the
wrder of St. Jobn of Jernsalem,
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or their original title. Their petition being granted, the patri-
arch of Jerusalem armed them himself'; and they took an oath
before him to defend the holy sepulchre to the last drop of
their blood, and to combat the infidels wherever they should
meet them. This solemn ceremony over, they offered their
services to the king of Jerusalem, and afterwards became, to-
gether with the knights Templars, the prineipal support of
that sovereign. They possessed several places in the Holy
Land, independent of the throne of Jerusalem, and always re-
garded themselves as auxiliaries, but not as subjects, of the
kings of that country.

The hospitaller and military functions being thus united,
it was necessary to form a new administration ; in consequence
of which, Raimond Dupuis collected all the regulations origi-
nally made by Gerard, and then assembled the most respect-
able personages of the h:}:-i}ﬁilali of St. John, who were en-
titled the Master’s Assistants, and formed them into an
assembly, to which he: gave the name of chapter or council ;
and it was in this meeting that the first rules and statutes were
mstituted, but which at that time, as at present, could not be
obligatory without the sanction of his holiness the pope.

The great number of crusaders who entered the order, and
the considerable donations bestowed on it from all parts,
caused a change both in the form of government and the
administration of property. The knights of different nations
agreed to divide themselves into languages. 'T'he French hav-
VOL. I.
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ing founded the order, and being much the most numerous,
formed the first three, viz. those of Provence, Auvergne, and
France. The four others were the languages of Italy, Arragon,
Fngland, and Germany. In process of time, the lzm;__ruug{r of
(Castile was added to the seven original ones, and to that of
England was substituted the Anglo-Bavarian. The property
of the order being situated in different countries, it was neces-
sary to fix upon some method for having it properly managed,
and paid in with punctuality. It was therefore divided into
priories, bailliwicks, and commanderies. A receiver’s office
was appointed in every priory, into which were paid the
revenues of the different livings in the said priory. There
were likewise offices of the same nature in several towns,
which from their convenient situation had an easy communica-
tion with Jerusalem, Rhodes, and Malta. The offices in the
priories sent their receipts to these towns, and the persons
appointed to manage the business were termed receivers. When
the order became possessed of sovereign power, and had sub-
jects to govern, it was necessary to create those posts which are
the constant appanage of supreme authority. The legislative
and executive powers, which form the basis of all governments,
were distributed with equal prudence and wisdom. The
knights gave up none of their privileges to the person they
chose for their superior, except those which were indispens-
ably necessary to enable him to govern them with effect,

and were particularly tenacious of all those which might sub-




ject them to the exercise of undue authority. The legisla«

tive power was exclusively vested in the general chapter,
which alone had the right of making new laws or statutes and
levying taxes. To signify the sovereignty of this chapter, the
standard of the order was brought into the assembly, where it
remained during the whole time it was sitting, after which it was
carried back to the palace of the grand-master. That prince
had the exclusive right of demanding the convocation, but the
pope had the power to refuse his request, and either to annul
or sanction the acts of the assembly.

The executive power was almost entirely in the hands of
the complete or ordinary council, which, in the absence of
the general chapter, was appointed to maintain the statutes,
laws, and traditions. In both these assemblies, the grand-
master had only the priority, and two votes; but in case of
an equality, his vote gave the majority. He had, however,
the sole right of convoking the meeting, and of proposing the
subjects to be taken into consideration.

Independent of these councils, there were the secret and
criminal ones, in which either the grand-master or his lieutenant
constantly presided, but in which they had likewise only two
votes, and the right of choosing the subject of their delibera-
tions. There was also another council, called the venerable
chamber of the common treasure, of which the grand com-
mander was president in right of his office.

The order on becoming a sovercignty, invested the superior
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1I with the power of representing it. But it was generally twenty-

#;'i tour hours after the election of the grand-master, before the
Iil complete council committed into his hands the sovereignty of
: ihe islands of Malta and Goza with all their dependencies ;
!E! and the exercise of the legislative and executive power was

subject even then (as will be presently seen) to some re-
strictions.

For example, the order had an exclusive right to manage
every thing relative to the office of health®, and the mint.—
The Maltese civil code was carried before the council, as was
the nomination of judges who composed the tribunals, and no

i considerable armament of the inhabitants could possibly take
place without being communicated to that assembly.

The members of this military order, which was composed
of the first nobility in christendom, were at all times particu-
larly jealous of their independence, which they constantly pre-
served ; indeed, the grand-master was never esteemed more
than the first amonest his equals—primus inter pares. What
caused them to annex a still greater value to this independence
was the impossibility that the superior should exercise any
authority over them himself, or allow others to do so, beyond
the limits preseribed by the statutes. The grand-master could
never detain a knight in custody more than twenty-four hours

without bringing him to trial ; and though the oath of obe-

* The grand-master was not allowed to take off more than twenty-fonr hours from the

fuarantine.
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dience appears so absolute and l’.}h]ij__l_'LiI{JI'_".', it was subject to
some modifications, and every knight who was of opinion that
the orders he received were contrary to the statutes or even to
the usual customs, had a right to refuse obeying them, to appeal
to the tribunal called egard, and to persist in his disobedience
till sentence should be pronounced.

The grand-masters frequently felt their power very un-
[‘ﬁll‘.ﬁ.t] either to curb the unpetuosity of such numbers of young
warriors, or to obtain from the council what they thoueht ne-
cessary for the good of the publie: in both these cases the two
p:i]‘liva had recourse to the pope, as the first superior of the
order, who took this opportunity to encrease his authority, which
upon many occasions was extremely difficult to shake off.

In the interval between the general ehapters, which, how-
ever, were frequently held in the beginning of the sovereignty,
the grand-masters being unable to grant favours asked them
by crowned heads, or to decide in affairs which demanded
immediate attention, applied to the popes to grant them
briefs, which might in some measure supply the place of
the decision of the chapter; and this, some time afterwards,
induced the popes to believe they had a right to grant them
of their own accord, by which means they disposed of the
richest commanderies of the order, either to their relations,
or to some other of their dependents. The knights also had
frequent recourse to his holiness when they wished to oppose

the pretensions of the grand-master, and they even sometimes

189
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appealed to Rome from the sentences pronounced by the
councils.

As the bishops of Malta continually endeavoured to
establish ecclesiastical authority, in opposition to the legal one
of the knights, the order was induced to solicit the pope to
send a minister from the court of Rome to restrain them with-
in proper bounds; his holiness therefore sent an inquisitor,
who unfortunately extended his own authority mueh beyond
that which they wished to restrain, and the order had too soon
the vexation to see a new power exercised in the very heart of
Its possessions. Fvery Maltese subject who had received a
patent from the inquisitor, thought himself justified in throw=-
ing off the jurisdiction of the grand-master. This usurper, not
satisfied with disputing and sharing the authority of the order,
attempted to debase it ; and the inquisitor Delci had even the
audacity to insist that the grand-master should stop his car-
riage whenever they met in the street.

The popes made frequent attempts to direct the election
of the grand-masters, and to appoint to that dignified post:
they even pretended to look upon it as a right, which neither
they nor any other sovereign could possibly possess, without
destroying the very essence of the order. The preponderance
of one Christian state over another, or over more than one,
would immediately annihilate it; since in that case the fa-
voured power would be able to dispose at pleasure of the

torces of the order, which ought always to be equally and in-
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distinctively employed for the defence of the whole Christian
world. These different states were equally entitled to the
same assistance, since they all not only sent their nobility to
afford a continual supply of members, but at the same time
furnished a revenue for their support.

During the great disputes which disturbed the peace of
the convent under the reigns of Villaret, La Cassiere. and Ver-
dale, it was frequently discussed who had the right of either
suspending the superior from his functions, or of actually de-
posing him. This right was never allowed to be vested in the
councils ; and though the popes laid claim to it, they never
attempted to enforce it, and had they pretended to act other-
wise, their authority would have probably been most violently
disputed. The truth is, that the statutes of the order were
very much the same as the code of other countries, wherein no
mention is made of the tribunal before which a soverelgn must
appear in case of forfeiture. If the grand-master had been
only superior of a merely religious order, his judge would
easily have been found; but being a sovereign, he possessed
the prerogatives annexed to that dignity; and as such, before
whom could he possibly have been cited? T know not how
far the right of suspending and deposing the grand-master
might have been disputed with the general chapter of the
order approved by the pope, with whom they at the same time
contested the power of naming or deposing that prince. It

cannot, however, be denied, that the sovereign pontiffs possess-
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ed great authority in the convent, of which they were in-
contestably the ecclesiastical superiors. I will now endeavour
to explain in what that authority principally consisted.

The pope had undoubtedly a strict right to exclude any
particular knight from the grand-mastership, that is, if he gave
any plausible reasons for so doing; such as bad conduct, occa-
sioning a public scandal, &c. But this disapprobation must
have been made known before the election took place, for it
would be afterwards of no effect ; as was the case in the affair
of the grand-master Redin, whose nomination the inquisitor
vainly attempted to annul.

‘I'his right of the pope to exclude any particular grand-
master was very much the same with that of the emperor, the
kines of France, of Spain, and of Portugal, who had each
taken upon himself the power of preventing'a cardinal from
beine elected to the holy see; but in their case, as in the other,
it was necessary that these different sovereigns should notify

their intentions to their respective ambassadors before the

opening of the conclave.

It is, indeed, true that the approbation of the pope was
always received at the election of a grand-master, but this was
merely to fill up a canonical and regular form, and not as an
acknowledement that the pope had the right of either accept-
ing or refusing. He, however, possessed real prerogatives, and
those of very great importance, such as those of giving his

<anction to the assembly of general chapters which he had the




power to annul, of signing the statutes of the order, and of

sending an inquisitor to Malta to inspect the ecclesiastical
part of the government, and to execute bulls and briefs.
Having given some account how far the order depended
on the pope, we shall now proceed to examine its situation in
regard to the other Christian states, and in what consisted the
reciprocal obligation which bound them to each other: this
appeared founded on the orand ]11‘]|1{'i}:|1-~ that the power
which gave ought to receive. The order must therefore be
dependent on those countries which furnished it with knights
and revenues, and as such it was obliged to afford direct and
constant assistance against the enemies of the Christian faith.
This it never failed doing, as will be sufficiently proved in the
course of this history. Having therefore been always exact in
fulfilling its engagements with those states where it had any
possessions, it was but just that the said states should be
equally faithful to theirs ; and in that point of view the de-
pendence was reciprocal, with the difference indeed (which

11" \ 1 - | B | -t
was both great and obligatory) between the power which gave

Fr

and that which received. ['he sovereign from whom the order
held Malta made one very ]::Lt'lie'u]:ll' condition, and that with
ha 1. |] % I ! ]. W e y i|;!
tie Know eage and consent or tie other crowne 1Cads @ VIZ.
gy . i

'hat the order should prevent any attack being made on the
Sicilian monarchy, which implied that it should never take

part in any war against it, nor favour any of its enemies. T'his

condition was so strictly adhered to by Malta, that in the war

YOL. I. b
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between TFrance and Spain, it was very near incurring the
displeasure of Lewis XIV. for having fired on his navy, to
fulfil the above-mentioned engagement. In order that this
clause in the act of donation of Charles V. should be exactly
adhered to, the bishop of Malta was admitted into the council
as the agent of the king of Naples, but he had no vote.—
Being thus equally dependent on all Christian powers in
general, the order must necessarily be independent of any one
in particular; and it has never been esteemed by any among
them as tributary, but always regarded as an ally possessed of
revenues by the same right and title as all other proprietors,
and as such under the safeguard of laws which secured, not
only to the prince, but to every private individual, the full
enjoyment of his property. Few benefices had ever been
more absolutely confirmed, since the different sovereigns had
granted the most extensive privileges to the greatest part of
them.

The sovereignty of Malta was universally acknowledeed
by princes of all religions *, and it enjoyed all the prerogatives
annexed to that dignity in every different court. It sent am-
bassadors throughout all ]".II:‘H]]!': a proper l]llll_‘.f'ﬂ was assigned
them; and when, at the couneil of Trent, the bishops claimed
precedence over the Maltese ambassador, their pretensions

1

* The king of England addressed the grand-master by the following titles, eminentissine

Cops comsanouened of amice noster carissime. The kinr of France Fave the crder the title of

bers ef bons amis, and the grand-master that of ¢rés cler ¢f (rés aimé consin, in the same

15 be addressed the dukes of Tuscany.
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were disallowed. The same thing happened in Spain, where

the Tuscan minister was also obliged to yield ; the king of Spain

himself having decided in favour of the order.
The flags of every country saluted the Maltese vessels,
and the galleys had a right to the first salute from all

Christian princes : even Lewis XIV.. whom no one could POSs-

sibly suspect of relaxing in the smallest degree in an affair of

ceremony, decided against himselt in a dispute on this subject.
In short, it was acknowledged in every court in Europe, that
no prince who was not a crowned head could claim pre-
cedence over Malta.

If, as has been mentioned above, the authority ot the
grmuhnmslvr was subject to some restrictions, he, notwith-
standing, had great influence in the state, and the rewards he
was able to bestow have frequently extended his power to a
Very great tln‘_t_a't‘{_'{*, It is true, that the ]t';i:«'i.‘lﬂk'r* and execu-
tive power resided in the chapters and councils, n which he
had but two votes: but he alone could convoke the former,
and no subjeet could be deliberated upon in the latter but what
was proposed by himself, or, in his absence, by his licutenant.
The enormous expence of holding general chapters, the objec-
tions which might probably have been made by the popes to
their being convened, the conduct of one of them, who 1n the
grand-mastership of Paul appointed the inquisitor president of
the general t']l:i|'it('1‘, were not the only reasons which had brought
them into disuse. The difficulty of obtaining the same pre-

Fall o or
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ponderance in these meetings as in the councils had contri-
buted not a little to the grand-master’s convening no more
of these assemblies, which, properly considered, were like all
others of the same nature, and which, only meeting occa-
sionally, always became in the end dangerous, tumultuous,
and most commonly of no avail. It is not therefore very
hlll'[]'.'llhllli_f_‘!'tlj':![ the erand-masters should }}I‘:‘ﬁ‘l‘ the councils,
where nothing could be more easy than to ensure the majority
of votes; since, by means of briefs, they could always bestow
the grand-crosses on those whom they knew to be perfectly
devoted to their service, and who in right of that great dig-
nity had free entrance into the council, where they secured
the greatest number of votes for their benefactor, who, conse-
quently, became all-powerful in Malta. The grand-masters
had the power of bestowing great favours on the knights of
different languages; the statutes having granted them, 1st,
a magisterial commandery in each priory, which they were at
liberty to dispose of at pleasure—2d, They had the power of
naming to a commandery in each priory once in five years—
3d, They were allowed to tax the different benefices with the
payment of a pension—4th, They received an annate or a
years revenue at every mutation—>5th, They had a great many
lucrative places in their gift, both in the island and in their

h, the grand-master, on becoming sovereign,

household—and, 6t
had a revenue assigned him which was sufficient not only to

support his rank as a prince, but to enable him to bestow con-
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siderable f_jiﬁ% and rewards on those he I]|[Jti;_fi|.1 worthy of his
protection. Indeed, this sum was originally intended to enable
him to reward merit ; but it has more than once been disposed
of to conciliate favour, and in that case it has been the means
of the grand-master’s eluding the restrictions which the law
had so prudently laid on his authority.

Having thus marked the line between the different con-
stituent powers vested in the government of Malta, and like-
wise that fixed between the foreign princes, we shall now pro-
ceed to trace that which was drawn between the sovereign and

his subjects.
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(rovernment r_-J." the f\'.-'.h'-_.-_:'.-".'.".-.' over the Maltese. Lazwes to which h".l[*_.ljf e
subjected under the Dominion of the Kings of Sicily. Amendment
of their Situation. Employments to which they might pretend. Their
Association with the Government. The Formation of a Language
camposed of Maltese greatly _,l’.:r.'me'.-'r'rf f';:r,.f France. {'uu.ml','.-'.'{:.h'{'t--'

which must infallibly reswlt from such an Innovation.

%
1 HE grand-master being invested by the order with sove-
reign power, had the same right and title to exercise it over
the people as the emperor Charles V. ; and it will be sufficiently
proved, after having examined the nature of the government
which the order found established in Malta, that the altera-
tions since made have not only greatly amended it, but con-
siderably improved the situation of the subject.

In the year 1550 a kind of government was formed in
Malta, by Lewis king of Sicily ; this consisted in a governor,
with the title of capitano d armi ¢ eiustiziero, called in Maltese
hakem : four municipal officers, named eiurati ; of two others,
termed catapani ; and of two judges, the one civil and the
other eriminal.

The hakem commanded the armed forces, administered

justice, and exercised the police throuchout the whole of the

island.

The giurati had the management of every thing relative
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(o provisions and finances, and they judged in the second
instance.

The functions of the ecatapani consisted in examining
whether the provisions were of a good quality, and whether
they were sold by just weight.

There were also two other officers ; the first called il secreto,
who received the duties for the sovereign, and the other
il portulano, who had the direction of the port, and the coasts
round the island. There were the same employments, with
the same prerogatives, at Goza.

An assembly of the people was convened every year, com-
posed of the three orders of nobles, clergy, and plebeians ; in
which meeting a list was made of the different persons who
were capable of filling the above-mentioned places: this was
called serutin, and sent to the kine or to the '-.'I:'l'r'u}' of Sicily,
who generally named the officers from among those mentioned
in the list. He sometimes, however, deviated from this rule,
and made choice of them himself.

An assembly of the same nature continued to be held after
the order was established in Malta, till the grand-mastership
of Roban. But it was always a mere matter of form, the
sovereign being at liberty to make a choice among the differ-
ent candidates who were presented to him on this occasion.

The order, being always particularly attentive to the in-
terest of the community at laree, thought it prudent to limit,

In some degree, the authority of the superior in the exercise of

e
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the legislative and executive power, that the subject might pe

it

secured from the despotism of a grand-master. The council
therefore never yielded their right to giving a sanction as well
as the grand-master to the code of laws, and likewise to the
nomination of I]‘.-:‘ji!t!_'_{'.'H.

Great attention was also paid to private individuals, and
every possible means employed to make their situation more
comfortable. Many places which, from the fifteenth century,
had always been exclusively possessed by the nobles, were
afterwards indiseriminately bestowed on the citizens.

ixeept in the above-mentioned circumstances, the govern-
ment of the knights and that of the Maltese were entirely in-
dependent of each other. The former were however constantly
kind and generous in their conduct towards their subjects,
whom they did not wish to exelude from their order: but the

1 b1
I

impaossibility that the Maltese should act at the same tune in

i :
the double capacity of sovereign and subject, made it neces-
ary to establish some forms to prevent so great an incon-
venlence.

After the knizhts of St. John of Jerusalem were settled in
Malta, some noble Maltese families went to reside in Sicily,
and the order afterwards allowed their descendants to become
knights of justice. The only i}l'ﬂni'.w |'1'1]1:'H‘Hl were, that their
ancestors had held those t-:::|ufn_\.'l||{'i1‘:r‘- in Malta, which had
ever been particularly reserved for the nobles.

Those Maltese who were possessed of noble fiefs in the
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island with royal investiture, and who continued to reside in

Malta, might also become members of the order by sending

their wives to Sicily to lie in; but this could not be done
without the approbation of the grand-master. These knights
enjoyed the same prerogatives as their brethren, except, indeed,
that they could not be raised to the dignity of sovereign ; the
order being perfectly aware of the great danger of having a
Maltese grand-master, who could so easily succeed in either
governing despotically, orin making himself entirely independ-
ent. The Maltese themselves were very sensible of the wisdom
and justice of this restriction, to which they never at any time
made the smallest objection.

The order, however, offered them no small compensation
for being excluded from the first dignity ; since they were per-
mitted to fill some very important posts, such as the bishop's
see, and the grand-priory of the church of St. John,

These two great places were given by the pope exclu-
sively to the knights of justice, and they were habitually filled
by the Maltese, who were consequently admitted into the
general chapter and councils, where they took their place to
the right and left of the sovereign¥.

Some of the Maltese who had been particularly service-

able to the order, and who merited the attachment of their

¥ra . ’ s B ¢ has Iika
* The last :fl‘.'ll'll!-]:':'lf.lT of St. John's was a Maltese, named Maineillé.—That post has like-
wise been filled by many others of the same nation; viz. John George Pery, brothes

Nicholas, Ambroglie, &c.
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fellow-citizens, were ennobled by the grand-master, and thus
became capable of enjoying the same privileges as the most
ancient noble families of the country.

Before the late unfortunate events in 1798, the Mallese
people were never known to murmur in the smallest degree.
The sovereign was continually bestowing new favours on his

subjects, who, in their turn, never ceased to lavish on him

praises and blessings. In all the divisions which at different
times took place in the order, the people constantly remained
guiet ; and even in the late treacherous surrender, the really
guilty were not among the lower class, but in the higher ranks.
Those, however, who thus unfortunately swerved from their

duty, soon repented their errors, and bitterly 1mprecated

venecance on the traitors who had induced them to rebel
against their sovereign.
The knights, as has been }I]]'{‘[Hl:'_.' observed, hLad Ilﬂ1|1inf_r

in common with the Maltese ; consequently no disputes could

possibly arise between them, since their judges were chosen
from among themselves, as were likewise their municipal
officers: in short, all civil employments, even those which
related to the finances, were filled by the natives; the sovereign
alone having the right to send his representative to the tri-
bunals, and to the Town-hall.

To prevent the most distant idea of corruption, the knight
who presided in the courts of justice was not only changed

once in three years, but his place was always filled by one of
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a different language. The g]';ﬂul-n::;_»_‘.m's havine only made

use of their right three times to add to the severity of the
sentence passed by the tribunals, though they continually ex-
erted the same right to soften it, were most severely reproached
for their conduct ; notwithstanding the criminals were either
pirates, or convicted of high-treason and sacrilege.

The French government perceiving its influence nsensibly
t_l{‘t‘l't-;lr-in;__-' in Malta, and feeling the great importance of
serving it, employed every possible method to recover their
power ; but being unable to make the p:'.ni:li.' act against their
own interest, they suggested the idea of endeavouring to intro-
duce into the order some malecontents and enthusiasts in favour
of the fashionable new principles; and mention was then first
made of associating the Maltese with the government of the
]-{l;:‘

nation. The consequence of this arrangement was too clear

hts, i:_\..' creating a ninth i'cill'_,'\"l][]_u:[_‘ i_‘nlia[1:;:-:'.| of that

o
to escape the least penetrating eye; and the man who most
openly favoured such a plan was placed by the French at the
head of the Maltese government, the moment they became
possessed of the island. Indeed, in whom could they better

place their confidence than in the person who had so com-

pletely seconded their views throughout the whole of the

transaction ?

The people must naturally be losers from such a change,
since the moment a part of the sovereignty became vested in
them they must necessarily contribute to the expences; they,

D D2
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therefore had no share in this new project. The institution of
a ninth language must of course require a revenue for its use,
and how could this be raised without laying on additional
taxes? Of what an extraordinary mixture would this new
language be composed! since it must necessarily consist
partly of nobles, such as the knights of justice, and partly
of counsellers, attorneys, and other persons of the same stamp,
such as servants of arms, &c. The same men who had been
the most attached to the directory endeavoured to persuade
the Maltese that, when once subject to the government of
Franee, the whole of that fine country would be open to their
ambitious views, which would be a sufficient recompence for
having hitherto moved in so confined a sphere. The taxes
raised on this occasion must inevitably have fallen on that
part of the people who had no concern in the affair.

To avoid therefore disgusting the Maltese, not a word
Wwas mentionedof bestowing any property on these new knights,
servants of arms, and chaplains The small number of Maltese
possessed of great fortunes, and the still smaller who could
have had any pretensions to be received kunights of justice,
must have concentred that dignity in a very few families,
which would consequently have opened a wide field for the
#]'{\Eli{'.": {"-JI"".:l':-H"H.

Not n-.iti;n:;rlulén;' the ancient noble families of Malta were
entircly extinet, not a single descendant in a right line remain-

g, no one had an idea of proposing, nor even thinking it




possible, to establish a ninth language, so different from the
other eight ; and in which, amongst a variety of things, there
was to be no distinction between the knights of justice, the
chaplains, and the servants of arms. Such an innovation could
be neither agreeable to the Maltese, nor suitable to the knights;
since it must be injurious to the former, whose representatives
must act a subaltern and disgraceful part among a body form-
ed of the most distinguished nobility in Christendom : and at
the same time very unpleasant to the latter, who would thius
see the most incoherent, and consequently the most destruc-
tive, elements introduced into the very heart of their order.
The favourite plan of the French was very well known, and if
it succeeded they hoped to reap the double advantage of in-
troducing democracy into an aristocratical eovernment. and
likewise rewarding those Maltese who had revolted against
that government. If the advantages which either the Maltese
or the order could promise to themselves in an association of
such a nature were fairly considered, it would be casily seen,
that this ninth language must necessarily find itself in the dis-
agreeable predicament of becoming either nuil or turbulent :
—null, from the impossibility of undertaking any thing against
the united will of the eight others ; and turbulent, because
there would be no other means of resisting such superior force
but by sedition. Notwithstanding all these powerful motives
against this institution, T have every reason to believe, that

those Maltese who have given into revolutionary ]:I'llu'il;f:“
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will pursue the favourite plan so artfully suggested to them -
indeed, the practice they have adopted of dividing themselves
between the French and English armies is equally artful and
ios e . )
perfidious. They very well know, that no eircumstances can
happen again so favourable to their design, since the only two
powers who now carry on the war will most probably make
the peace which must inevitably decide their fate: both these

powers are well disposed towards them; the French owing

them the reward of treason and defeat, the English that of

repentance and success. The first will certainly never forget that
the formation of a new language was the work of their hands,
and without some great reverse of fortune, which is not very likely
to happen, they will never abandon them: whilst the latter,
calline to remembrance the services their army received dur-
e the blockade of Malta, will think themselves ﬂhligt‘.ll to
second the views of so useful an auxiliary ; whose good inten-
tions, however, may very fairly be doubted, considering the
manner in which they repulsed the respectable members who
were sent to their assistance, and who attempted to land in the
island, not to 1.;:‘.1ia‘|1 the inhabitants, but to take their }i]m't‘
in the field of battle, to expose themselves to the same dangers,
and to fight for the same cause. The presence of these knights
might, indeed, be rather embarrassine to the Maltese chiefs;
with whose manceuvres, principles, conduct, and motives for
conversion, they were but too well acquainted.

The same author who has written in favour of the Maltese
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association, when he speaks of raising a regiment in Malta
c-nm!m-w{l of E‘m'r‘igtl soldiers, commanded by the knights of
different languages, appears apprehensive that such an armed
corps might sooner or later obtain a dancerous influence, which
would disturb the public peace, and in time might become a
restraint on the liberty of electing a grand-master. Ie there-
fore wishes that the safety of the order might be committed to
the care of the Maltese, and entirely depend on their loyalty
and affection. ‘The question next naturally occurs, whether
the influence of the Maltese, in their double capacity of sove-
reign and subject, would not be infinitely more dangerous than
that of this so much dreaded regiment? For of what avail
would be the opposition of a few hundred knights, against the
united efforts of thousands of rebellious Maltese, who would
have the greatest peossible interest in naming one of their own
nation to the dignity of sovereign? These revolted subjects
being perfectly convinced that they would be repulsed with
indignation by all monarchical governments, would immedi-
diately after their insurrection address themselves to the one
which had always favoured rebellious subjects, and with which
indeed the Maltese had ever been the most intimately connect-
ed. These considerations ought to induce the different powers
to name a protector for Malta as soon as possible, and at the
same time to clect a grand-master.

It would be a most fortunate circumstance for Malta were

this protector to be chosen from some one of the most powel
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i : _ .

11‘,1 . ful nations in Europe, since the independence of the order
ilj would be then preserved: it 1s likewise greatly to be wished
': that the superior should be elected in the island, and the
1 ancient forms observed at that ceremony kept up as much as
1 IJ::}-‘prfi‘;",

The kingdoms of Naples and of Spain have at all times
been regarded as the natural defenders of Malta, but their
present sitnation with I‘:_*.a'Ja:*r:t. to the French 11'[}11!}“('. st
necessarily prevent them from acting in a capacity which
requires the most perfect independence. The jealousy sub-
sisting between France and England must always exclude
those two nations from this important island.  Russia and
Austria are therefore the only powers whose protection can
be reallv useful to the order.

A charee of such importance ought to be confided to both
these powers, to prevent the danger of the order becoming de-
pendent on a single protector, and thus losing the right it
has hitherto had to a oeneral interest in its favour.

The Maltese, as will be clearly proved in the course of
this history, have enjoyed an uninterrupted state of happiness

for nearly three centuries, without ever having uttered the

* This is the plan of conduct ads ili.l:'-.l by Russia, which |-r'||:;|:|_1_.' evinces the moderation of

* - . # a 1 bt el
, and the wisdom of his ministers. See, in Appendix, the proclamation of

fin which he merely takes the title of protector of the order), and

the decree of the provisional council for the election of a grand-master from among the pro-

fessed knights accordine to the ancient forms. at least as nearly as they car ],r)-‘n.l_'l]_. be 0D
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smallest complaint against their sovercien. Let them. then, !

remain in their former situation, and there will he nothing to

apprehend from their attempts; let care, however, be taken
not to favour, on pretext of bettering their condition, the sceret
designs of some ambitious men, and at the same time those of
other governments. The zeal and attention of the order to
maintain the independence of Malta, which is absolutely
essential to its existence, may be sately relied on, but an equal
dependence cannot be placed on the Maltese to preserve it ;
if, indeed, that independence were lost for a moment. it was
when these people abandoned the knights, united to whom
they would have been always invulnerable.—I own T can
scarcely believe it possible that persons whose opinions T il
greatly respect could in their conscience wish, and even ‘
solicit, to be joined to the government of Malta; for they
certainly must have reflected on the extent and consequences ™
of such a pretension, which might authorise the Canadians
to demand being associated to the English government, and
at the same time thirty-three millions of people who inhabit
Bengal to make the same request. The difference between the
above-mentioned inhabitants and the Maltese, consists in the
former paying taxes to encrease the revenue of their sovereign,
whilst the latter enjoy the benefits accruing from the revenue
of theirs, without being subject to any imposts.

[t is to this association system that, at the close of the

cighteenth century, the world is indebted for the dismem-

VOL. I, E E
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berment and overthrow of different states, and that in a man-
ner unexampled in history. To this, indeed, is it owing that
the French colonies insisted on sending representatives to the
national assemblies in France, the effects of which first asso-
ciation was, that the mulattoes and negroes asserted their right
to freedom, declaring they would fill the same employments as
the whites, and that the blacks are at this moment sovereigns
of the richest colony in America.

But as all human institutions must necessarily retain
something of the natural imperfection of man, the govern-
ment of Malta cannot be supposed to be entirely free from
defects. Its existence and great successes for more than two
centuries and a half, must, however, prove its exeellence, and
speak foreibly in its favour. If the Maltese are discontented,
and have cause for complaint, I can only tell them, as a knight
of Malta, and in the name of the whole order, that family

affairs should always be judged at home.
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CHAP I

The Order divided into different Classes. Proofs of Nobility requisite
to be admitted into the First ; Proofs of being free Citizens neces-
sary to enter into the Second. Inns. Egard, the name of a Tri-
bunal of Justice for trying the Knights ; the Manner in which it
was composed ;  why assembled.  The Ceremony of depriving a
Knight of the Habit ; that of restoring it to him. How far their
Obedience was regquired.  Reception of a Donat, or a Brother de
Stage.

THJ*Z hospitallers, merely considered as a religious order,
were divided into three different classes, according to their
birth, rank, and functions.

The first class was composed of the knights of justice.
The second, included the religious chaplains, and priests of obe-
dience. 'The third, the serving brothers.

The knights of justice were those who from the formu-
lary of their profession, and the ancient nobility of their
lincage were entitled to be admitted to so high an honour.

The religious chaplains were those, who from their pro-
fession were attached to the original church of St. John, where
they performed divine service. The almoners for the great
hospital of Malta, and those for the galleys and other vessels
belonging to the order, were chosen from this body of men,
There were also priests of obedience : these were ecclesiastics
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who having taken the religious habit and the vows, were nevey
obliged to go to Malta, but were particularly attached to the
service of some of the churches of the order under the author-
ity of either the grand-prior or of a commander. Those among
them who had not taken the vows, but who performed pato-
chial duty in some of the livings of the order, were remove-
able at pleasure.

The serving brothers of arms were of the religious order;
and, without being either priests or knights, were equally
obliged during war, or in the infirmary, to serve under the
knights, to make four caravans with them each of six months.
They, equally with the chaplains, possessed commanderies in
the different languages ; and they passed from one to another
according to seniority, that is to say, according to the time of
their reception.

The brothers de stage or donats, were employed in the dif-
terent offices of the convent and hospital. They wore what
was termed the demi-cross, which was granted to those who
had deserved being rewarded by the order, whilst employed
in subaltern posts, such as first pilots of the galleys, and adju-
tants of the troops. There were also religious dames of the
order of St. John of Jerusalem, who had houses in France,
[taly, and Spain. These dames were obliged at their recep-
tion to make the same proofs as the knights of justice. Some
of the houses were extremely celebrated, such as Siven in Arra-

gon, and Olgoveira in Catalonia, where the proofs of nobility
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1-‘_~{”[15i11~ for the reception of the ,r\!li_i_"]]i‘-u of jtlal]:‘u WEre not
sufficient for a dame of the choir. whose nobility was obliced
to be proved so very pure, and of such ancient date, that
it exceeded by some degrees what the statutes required for
the former.

In former times the knights who dedicated themselves to
the service of the hospital of St. John, and to the defence

of the holy sepulchre, could only be received af Jerusalem

or in the Holy Land, whither the nobles sent their children

at a very early age, that they might be educated in the chief
house of the order, where they flattered themselves they would
not only imbibe principles of the strictest piety, but at the

same time become adepts in the science of arms. These
young gentlemen could not be received without producine

authentic testimonies of their noble origin, attested by the
priors of the countries in which they were born: the same
priors were also obliged to give them recommendatory letters,

|' with a promise that they should take the habit of the order

and make their profession at twenty years of age, which was

115, But

this custom of only professing knights in the chief house of the

the time fixed upon for seculars to be received knigl

order was but of short duration ; for the considerable numbers
who continually fell in combating the infidels, made it neces-
sary to replace them by fresh recruits, and this forced the
chapters and councils of the order to consent, that after the

proofs of nobility were sufficiently examined, the habit of
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novice should be given in the different grand-priories beyond
the sea ; and as at that period misalliances among the nobility
were absolutely unknown, the candidate required no other
proof at his admission than the names of his father and mother,
wlhio were _'|ll.-'l|_'..' ‘ii!l‘rEHHl’.‘tl to be descended from g(‘]]tlfruu!n of
note and bearing arms. Such were the reigning principles
and spirit in the days of chivalry ; but the same nobles, whose
blood was then so pure, being exhausted and drained by the
inevitable expences attendant on war, found themselves in a
short time obliged to make a traflic (if I may so express my-
self’) of this noble blood by unequal marriages, and it was no
longer uncommon to see nobles, and gentlemen of note bear-
ing arms, intermarry with rich plebeians. 'The knights of St.
John fearing that such misalliances would end 1n tll:l):l:&ing the
order, were it to receive any knights sprung from these mar-
riages, resolved to make a regulation which required the draw-
ing up of a verbal process with written titles, in order to esta-
blish the legitimacy and the descent of the eandidate, with the

testimonial proofs of his father, mother, grand-father, grand-

mother, great-grand-father, and ereat-grand-mother, for above
o] Y R arbets eansrly Blazones |
a hundred years, likewise the eight quarters properly blazoned ;

and the testimony of the candidate that his great-grand-father
and grand-father were acknowledged as being of note and
f}[‘;li'i!;'_-' arms, For some years this last article was not Very
strictly examined into in France, and the government of that

country frequently insisted that the order should not be very
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- rigorous in the observance of it. If, however, it was some-
times sufficiently indulgent to receive knights sprung in the
female line, from the families of financiers and magistrates, it
was always particularly strict in requiring the proofs of
nobility and the eight quarters on the father’s side, dis-
pensations being never granted but for the mothers, and
that only in very particular cases. 'These proofs were obliged
to be testimonial, literal, local, and secret ; but this was not the
case in all the other languages, as will be presently seen.

The testimonial proof was so called, because it was the re-

sult of the testimony of four noble witnesses gentlemen of

the truth of their assertions before commissioners who were
usually ancient commanders, and who examined them sepa-
rately on the occasion.

‘The literal proof was taken from title-deeds, contracts, ac-
knowledgments of tenures, and surveys produced by the can-
didate ; marriage contracts and wills, though necessary to
prove his descent and legitimacy, were not sufficient to
prove his nobility® : and recourse was had to partition of lands
of a noble tenure ; to deeds of guardianship ; to grants of the ward-
ships of lands held in capite ; to acts of fealty and homage ; to
acknowledgments r{,l'” vassalage and surveys; to COMIMISSIONS, war-
rants, and grants, of posts and dignities which imply gentility ; to

summons for attending the king in the field ; in short, to monu-

* It is very well known how easily notaries give titles and qualifications in such sort of

deeds without ever examining whether they are due or not.

note, and bearing arms. These were obliced to make oath of
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ments, epitaphs, coats of arms; to painted glass windows, and an.
cient escutcheons in clurches.

The local proof was what was given by the commissioners
in the country where the candidate was born, whose office it
was to inform themselves particularly whether his parents and
ancestors were gentlemen of note bearing arms.

The secret Ilm-n-lff' consisted in an enquiry made by the
commissioners unknown to the candidate. The witnesses on
this occasion were not required to be noble, but were chosen
for their probity. It was formerly the custom in the three
different languages of F'rance—viz. that of Provence, Auvergne,
and Irance—when the four necessary proofs were allowed to
be solid and conformable, to draw up a verbal process, which
was carried to the chapter of the priory, and from thence
taken to the two new commissioners, who examined whether
strict observance had been used in taking informations, to the
rules prescribed by the statutes; and if it appeared that no-
thing had been omitted, this verbal process, together with the
arms properly blazoned with the eight quarters, were sent to
Malta, whence permission was returned to give the habit of
the order to the candidate; who from that moment was en-
titled to wear the golden-cross, which cannot be worn by
the serving brothers of arms without the permission of the
orand-master ; but this may be given verbally.,

Four quarters were only requisite in the Italian language,

but two hundred years of nobility were necessary for each of




T

these quarters, viz. the father and mother. the erand-father

and grand-mother ; and these four houses must each be proved
noble for two hundred vears. More than four quarters were

not required in blazoning the arms, there being no occasion

14
to notice the great-grand-father as in France. In the republics
of Genoa and Lueea, and in the territories of the orand-duke,
commerce and banking-houses were not derogatory, though

they were so in every other priory throughout [taly, and in

all the different languages belonging to the order. They have,
however, frequently been as little scrupulous in that par-
ticular in the pope’s dominions, as in Genoa and Florence.
| The languages of Arragon and Castille required the can-
didate to produce the names of the four quarters—that is to
say, those of his father and mother, grand-father and erand-
mother—and to declare of what country these four houses
originally were. Commissioners were then sent thither to take
all necessary informations, and particularly to enquire whether
these families were descended from Jews or Mahometans,
neither of which were admissible into the order: and this
circumstance has frequently raised great difficulties in Pro-
vence®, and that in the greatest families of the country.
The simple testimony of nobles and gentlemen was sufficient
to be received into the Arragonian and Castillian langnages,

without either deeds or contracts.

* The last general chapter softened the severity of this statute

F I
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In the kingdom of Portugal, which made a part of the
language of Castille, it was necessary to take either secret or
preliminary informations respecting the quality of the houses
with four quarters ; because the ancient kings of that country
had established the custom of carefully preserving the names
of all noble families throughout the kingdom, in a public
It _-_-'1:«1 er.

Sixteen quarters were necessary for the reception of a
knight of the German langnage, and the same proofs were re-
quired in the noble colleges of that nation. The gentlemen
whose testimonial depositions were taken on this occasion
were oblised to make oath that all the sixteen quarters were
noble: and so strict were they in this language, that they
would not pass over one single quarter which had been refused
in any college : neither would they admit the natural children
of their sovercigns, which were received in all the other lan-
guages, and even into that of the Anglo-Bavarian, which m

every other particular required the same proofs as the Ger-

man language.

When all the different proofs required of a knight were
made sufficiently clear, he might be admitted into the order at
three different times, and at three different ages. He was
received in majority at sixteen, though he was not obliged to
oo to Malta before he was twenty ; and, indeed, a dispensation
was easily obtained for his waiting till he was a little older.

Twelve vears of age was the time fixed for his being received
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page to the grand-master; and he was admitted in mr'nru'f{:,r
even from his cradle. This last custom was established at the
holding of the general chapter in 1631, when it was resolved
that a cloister in the style of that at Rhodes # should be
built at Malta, in which the members of the order should be
lodged separately from the secular inhabitants. Money being
wanting in the treasury for so considerable an undertak-
ing, it was determined to raise a sufficient sum for the

purpose, by granting a hundred dispensations for receiving

an equal number of young children into the order, each of

whom was to pay a thousand crowns for the passage duty,
without reckoning some other 11'iﬂ]|1_l__{ ones. These hundred
dispensations were presently granted, and the money paid;
but the cloister never was built, and the sums thus collected
were employed for other purposes: they also invented a very
convenient {'Nin_'fl]!'.nt, which was, when there was no _g':'m'J';ll
chapter, to have recourse to the authority of the pope, who
granted them ]HI]'“E.‘H]H[‘ briefs, by which he gave permission for
these minority receptions, on condition of paying three hundred
and sixty Spanish pistoles-- for the passage duty: this duty
took its rise from a sum of money which a young gentle-
man, who was desirous of taking the habit either at Jeru-
salem or Rhodes, formerly paid to the patron (or guide) who

conducted him thither. The [J:ltx:r-i:l_c_'-;r(llll}' of minority for chap-

* This was called Coffachium.
\

I A Spanish pistole is worth eight Maltese crowns and five grains, or sixteen shillings and

1 1
eight pence.
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lains and servants of arms was fixed at two hundred and cigh[ﬂu-
eight Spanish pistoles. That of majority for the knights and
grand-master’s pages at one hundred and twenty-five; that
for the chaplains at a hundred ; that for the servants of arms
at a hundred and fifteen : and that for the brothers de stage at
thirty-three. The knights of majority and grand-master’s pages
of the German language only ]miil seventy-five pistoles; but
those of minority paid exactly the same as the other languages.

The brothers, t'iuiirlzliilr‘.. or conventuals, and the servants
of arms, were also obliged to make certain proofs ; such as that
they were of honest parentage, or born of parents who had never
been in servitude, or followed any low art or trade. They were
likewise required to prove that their fathers, mothers, grangl-
fathers, and grand-mothers, were all born n lawiul wedlock ;
indeed, they were obliged to produce the same proofs of be-
ing free citizens as the kniehts of I]umi:'{t :}1'h{'i.!'11;_' noble. These
serving brothers of arms were, in virtue of their religious habit,
considered as making part of the body of the order ; tiu'}' were
summoned equally with the knights of justice at the election
of a grand-master, and gave their votes on the occasion.

The bishop of Malta and the prior of the church of St.
.TH|liu vho were next in rank after the _L{I‘:-llld-ll'lllﬁil.']‘ or his
lieutenant in the councils, were always chosen from the bodyof
brother chaplains; but they were the only two out of that class
who could have any share 1n the government, the whole au-

thority being vested in the knights of justice. The brothers o
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the church and servants at arms were also received and SUpe
_pm't:'{l in the same manner as the knights in the inns of their
different languages,

There was a palace or inn for cach language in Malta,
where all the members of the order, whether knights, serving
brothers, protessed or novices, might equally eat. The com-
manders seldom went thither: indeed, those who were pos-
sessed of a commandery worth two thousand Maltese erowns
could not be admitted ; neither could the servants of arms, if
they had a commandery of a thousand Maltese erowns. The
chief of each inn was called the pillier, and he received either
a sum of money or the equivalent in grain from the treasury,
for the provision of the members of his inn. The rest of the
expences were paid by himself, for which he was indemnified
by the first vacant dignity in his language.

I shall now proceed to give some account of the mannel
in which the brothers of the order of St. John of Jerusalem
were professed. The statutes which treat of their reception
are so simple, and, at the same time, so religious, that 1
thought it best to leave them in their original state, since no
change I could possibly make in the expressions would give so
just an idea of the subject. But in order to render this article
still more complete, I shall add an account of the customs
observed in the tribunals for the trial of the knights, for de-
priving them of the habit, and for restoring it to them; as

also the declaration of obedience, and the reception of the
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brothers de stage or donats. As I shall cite_the oath taken on
the occasion from the original text, the extent of their obli-
g:l[i{;m will be better understood. E[.-m}-' authors have ziven
very false ideas of this oath, owing, perhaps, to their never
having read it, or to their having interpreted it in a wrong
sense.

“ Those who are determined to dedicate themselves to the

s

1

service of the sick, and to the defence of the Catholic reli-

gion, in the habit of our order, are received at their pro-
* fession in the following manner :—They ought to be perfectly

*“ well acquainted that they are about to put off the old man,

[ 3

and to be regenerated, by humbly confessing all their sins,
“ according to the established custom of the church; and, after
*“ having received absolution, they are to present themselves in
“ a secular habit, without a girdle, in order to appear perfectly
“free at the time they enter into so sacred an engagement,
“ with a lighted taper in their hands, representing charity, to
** hear mass, and to receive the holy communion.”

They afterwards presented themselves most respectfully be-
fore the person who was to perform the ceremony, and request-
ed to be received into the company of brothers, and into the
holy order of the Hospital of Jerusalem. He then addressed
them in a short H'f]{'['{'ll, to confirm them in their ;:imm drhi;‘llﬁ,
to {'\ir|z1m how Hit]ll!i]]'_‘h' and advantaceous it was to consecrate
themselves to the service of the poor in Christ Jesus, to be

constantly :-|11|1]r1\.'¢‘:1 in works of’ mercy, and to devote them-
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selves to the defence of the Christian faith—a favour which
many had vainly attempted to obtain. He proceeded to point
out the engagement they were to enter into of perfect obedi-
ence ;—the severity of the rules, which would no longer permit
them to act for themselves, which obliced them absolutely to
renounce their own will and pleasure, and implicitly to comply
with that of their superiors ; so that if ever they felt an inclin-
ation to do one thing, they were compelled by their vow of
obedience to do another.

He next asked the candidate whether he found himself
disposed to submit to all these obligations ; whether he had
ever before taken the vows in any other order; whether he had
ever been married ;: if his marriage had been consummated ; if
he owed any considerable sums; and if he were a slave: be-
cause, if, after hm’ing taken the vows, it were discovered that
he had done any of these acts, or had been in the last-men-
tioned situation, he would be immediately stripped of his habit
with disgrace, as a deceiver, and given up to the master to
whom he formerly belonged.

If he declared that he had contracted no such engage-
ments, the brother who received him presented him an open
missal, on which he placed both his hands, and having an-
swered all the above questions, made his profession in the
following terms :

“ lo N. faccio voto e prometto a Dio omnipotente, ed alla

Beata Maria sempre Vercine, muadre di Dio, ed a San Gio-

aF
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i )
vanni Battista di osservare perpetuamente., con Faj ; ;
¢ pery » con Lajuta di Dip,
vera obedienza a qualungue superiore che wmi sara dato da Dio, ¢
dalla nostra relicione, ¢ di put vivere senza proprio e d'osservar
castita.”
“1 N. do vow and promise to Almighty God, to the holy
* eternal Virgin Mary, mother of God, and to St. John the

“ Baptist, to render, henceforward, by the erace of God, per-

"~

¢ fect obedience to the superior |:!1tt‘t‘(| over me by the choice

“of the order, to live without personal property, and to pre-

"

¢ serve my chastity.”
Having taken his hands from the book, the brother who

received him said as follows: “ We acknowledge you as the

¢ servant of the poor and sick, and as having consecrated your-
“ gelf to the defence of the Catholic church.” 'To which he

L5 ]

answered: “ I acknowledge myself as such He then kissed
the missal, placed it on the altar, which he likewise kissed,
and brought it back to the brother who received him, in
token of perfect obedience. Upon which, the brother took
the mantle, and. shewing him the white cross upon it, thus
addressed him: “ Do you believe, my brother, that this is the
* symbol of that holy cross to which Jesus Christ was fastened,
¢ and on which he died for the redemption of our sins ?” To
which the new brother rephed: * Yes, I do verily believe 1t.”
The other then added: * It is also the sign of our order, which
“we command you constantly to wear.” The new brother then

kissed the sign of the cross, and the other threw the mantle
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over his shoulders in such a manner that the cross was placed
on the left breast. The brother who had received him then
kissed him, saying: < Take this sien in the name of the holy
“ Trinity, of the holy eternal Virgin Mary, and of St. John the
“ Baptist, for the encrease of faith, the defence of the Christian
* name, and for the service of the poor. We place this cross

““ on your breast, my brother, that you may love it with all

o

* your heart ; and may your right hand ever fight in its de-

-

* fence, and for its preservation! Should it ever happen that,
“in combatting for Jesus Christ acainst the enemies of the
“ faith, you should retreat, desert the standard of the Cross,
“ and take to flight in so just a war, you will be stripped of
“ this truly holy sign, according to the statutes and customs
of the order, as having broken the vow you have just taken, and
cut off from our body, as an unsound and corrupt member.”
He then put the mantle on the new brother, tied it with
strines round his neck, and said: * Receive the yvoke of the
“ Lord, for it is easy and light, and you shall find rest for your
“soul.  We promise you nothing but bread and water, a sim-
“ ple habit, and of little worth. We give you, vour parents
“ and relations, a share in the good works performed by our
‘ order, and by our brothers, both now and hereafter, throuch-

*“ out the world.” To which the newly professed knight answer-
ed Amen, (that is to say) So be it. After which. the brother who
had received him, and all who were present on the occasion,
embraced and kissed him in token of friendship, peace, and

VOL. I. G G




220 HISTORY OF MALTA,

brotherly love. The priests, particularly he who said mass, then
repeated the following prayers:

“ Thou hast showered down thy mercy upon us, oh God!
¢ in the midst <s:‘i!|_:' it":E-'|=EL‘—f].'~'f!=’Jfr. The Lord is great, he
“ is worthy to be 1}['Lli.h'<_‘i1 in the city of God, even upon his
ES ]m]}' hill, &ec.

“ Behold how good and 1i4Jj_.‘!*ui a thing it is for brethren
“ to dwell together in unity, &c. Glory be to the Father, &ec.
“ Thou hast showered down, &e. Kyrie eleison, Christe elei-
“ son, Kyrie eleison. OQur father, &c. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, &e. Save thy servant, oh God! who putteth his
“ trust in thee. Send him help from thy holy place, and from
“ Sion. Defend him, and let the enemy have no advantage
“ over him, nor the wicked one approach to hurt him. Be
“ unto him, oh Lord! a strong tower from the face of his
“ enemy, and from them that persecute him. Lord, hear our
“ prayers, and let our ery come unto thee. The Lord be with
you, and with your spirit.

“ Let us pray.
“ Oh God! who convertest the wicked, and desirest not
“ the death of a sinner, we most humbly beseech thy divine
Majesty to send the assistance of thy heavenly grace upon
this thy servant, who putteth his trust only in thy mercy;
“ and preserve him with thy continual help, that he may
always serve thee truly, and never be led astray by any

“ temptation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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¢ Let us pray.

“ Oh almighty and everlasting God! who alone workest
great marvels, send down upon N. thy servant the healthful
spirit of thy grace ; and, that he may truly please thee, pour
upon him the continual dew of thy blessing, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

“ Let us pray.

“ The Lord receive thee into the number of the faithful !
and, whilst we his unworthy servants receive thee with our
prayer, grant thee his grace to do well, with the will to per-
severe therein, and bring thee to the happiness of eternal
life | that, as brotherly love has united us on earth, the
goodness of God, which invigorates that love, may unite us
in heaven with his faithful servants. Grant this, oh Lord!
through the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and
reieneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God,
world without end. Amen.”

That the munds of the brothers mi;;||l_ not he diverted from

the duties of their profession by being engaged in troublesome

and tedious law-suits, their prec

ccessors imagined an easy

and expeditious method of determining them, by what they

called the egard, which was put in practice in the following

manner :

Ficht brothers beine chosen, one out of each language,

a ninth was called to them from any language at pleasure,

who was to act as chief, or president of the egard. He was

G o2
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chosen h}' the grand-master, or by the marshal, if the brothers
[mp[]mwr_i to be under his jurisdiction ; the others were named
by the bailiffs, and proclaimed by the master equerry. 'T'he
former, however, were not at “ht‘!'t}' to choose any one bL'l:mu;-
ing to the language of the contending parties, unless he was
previously approved by them both.

From this egard the cause was carried before the renfort
of the ezard, where the number of brothers was doubled,
which made two of each language ; and from thence before the

renfort of the e nfort, where there were three of each different

language : but the president always continued the same. If

the parties did not abide by the award of those three egards,
the bailiff s egard was added to them ; and this was composed
of eight conventual bailiffs, or their licutenants. The master
then named a different president, who was either another
bailiff, a prior,or the prior of the church; but if he named a
conventual bailiff, an ancient brother of the same language
was appointed in his stead.

Every one of the eight had a single vote ; the president

alone had two, that is to say, the casting vote in case of

equality. If there were no proper person for this post in one
language, he was chosen out of another, so that each egard
always consisted of nine members. If one or both the con-
tending parties were bailiffs or priors, the 1:J‘t-.~;inh'ut of all the
egards must likewise be a bailiff or a prior.

When the parties appeared before the egard, the president
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asked them whether they Uhjt‘{'h‘n] to any one of their judees ;
other: the plaintiff opened his case, and stated his grievance,
even though the egard was assembled at the request of the de-
fendant. The case having been fully heard, the depositions
of the witnesses, which were not allowed to be taken down
in writing, but always oral, were summed up. No advocate
was permitted to plead except in the absence of the party, or
In favour of some particular persons who were entitled to that
privilege by the statutes. In this state of the process the
parties were ordered to withdraw, and the brothers of the
egard retired to take the decision into consideration. Two
balloting boxes were then brought, oue for the ayes, the
other for the noes; and the ballot took place according to
seniority. The president, on the parties being called into court,
asked them whether or not they were willing to abide by the
award of the egard ; 1f they consented, they were dismissed a
second time, and the president having put in his ball, the
boxes were ﬂ[]t‘ﬂ{‘tl i the presence of the ecard, and the state
of the ballot examined: he that had the majority of votes car-
ried his cause. The vice-chancellor committed the decision to
writing, and communicated it to the public.

If either or both the parties refused to abide by the award,
the vice-chancellor counted the balls a second time, and put
down the number of votes for each party at the bottom of the

sentence. This writing was iwlﬂ by the president, and the ren-
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fort summoned. If the parties still continued '.].i.'(;-i“li_qﬁl-dﬁ the
renfort of the renforts was assembled ; and afterwards the ren-
fort of bailiffs, from which there was no further appeal, and the
condemned party was obliced to submit to his fate.

On assembling the renfort of the renforts and egard of the

should be present with some of its members, in order to examine

bailiffs, it was necessary that the president of the first eo

whether the parties had any thing more to say than what they
had advanced before the first egard, and to incorporate their
sentence into that pronounced by the last, that the whole to-
gether might form one single judgment.

After the pleadings were over, all the brothers of the first
egard retired, except, indeed, the president, who kept his place
in the renforts ; and when the renfort of bailiffs was about to
pronounce sentence, this first president gave his ball in presence
of the bailiff's president. The boxes were then opened, and
the president of the first egard produced the votes in the
order they were given, and this before some of the brothers
who were present on the occasion. 'They were then counted,
tocether with those of the ecard of bailiffs, and the party who
had the majority gained his cause, and the sentence was car-
ried into execution.

The votes given by the ecards were however to be Ii{'f}t
secret, not only from the parties themselves, but from the
different egards till the suit was finished. This manner of

judeing was formerly called the justice of the house. They even
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proceeded in this court by default against the absent, that is
to say, it they had been legally cited to appear; and no
appeals were allowed to be made against the sentences pro-
nounced, because such appeals would have reflected in some
degree on the Judgment of the court.

The egards were sometimes assembled to take cognizance
of complaints made by the grand-master, his licutenant, the
marshal, or any other superior officer. On these oceasions
they only consisted of cight conventual bailifls, or their lieu-
tenants, and sometimes of only eight brothers, with either a
prior or bailiff, who acted as president, and who was appointed
by the grand-master. If the affair concerned the marshal, he
made choice of a brother who had but one vote. After sen-
tence was passed, no further appeal could be made to the
egards, it being entirely definitive. One of the bailiffs was
always of the same language as the accused party. The affair
was decided by the majority of votes.

An egard assembled on account of a complaint made by
the marshal, or any other superior except the grand-master,
was composed of eight brothers, one from each language ; but
in case one of these languages should not be on the spot, the
deficiency was necessarily supplied from another. This sen-
tence was also definitive without appeal to the renfort. Other
egards were likewise called in to examine into disputes arising
betwixt individuals both in civil and criminal causes, and in

that case appeals were madc to the renfort, the renfort of ren-
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forts. and to the bailiffs. A new tribunal or egard was erected
in the last general chapter, for those criminal causes which
were entitled to appeal from the sentence pronounced by
the ordinary council. This was composed of a president
named by the grand-master, taken from among the bailiffs
piliers of the languages or their lieutenants, and of a knight
from each language appointed by the said languages for two
years. The sentence pronounced by this new tribunal was to
be kept secret, and presented three times to the grand-master;
when, if confirmed by him, it was executed according to the
forms preseribed by the statutes, This tribunal was held in
the same hall where the commissioners of state convened
by the vice-chancellor were assembled. The appeal from the

first sentence must be made within the space of eight days, in

order that the members might be assembled on the ninth. If

the grand-master or any other superior commanded any thing
contrary to the statutes and customs of the order, the brothers
were at liberty to call an egard ; and if the master either re-
fused or delayed its being assembled, the brother might still
continue to insist upon it, and was not bound to obey the
order given till the ecard had decided on its propriety : when-
soever any dispute arose whether or not the egard ought to be

held. the orand-master or council determined the question.

=

Whenever any brother of the order committed a crime
of sioh navnitades lesorve heine debnived ofithe b=
ol such maenitude as to deserve DEINg dcprived o l ‘

hit., the master, or his lieutenant authorised to act on this
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occasion, informed the council of the affair, and asked advice
of its members in what manner he should proceed ; the coun-
cil, after maturely deliberating on the nature of the offence,
ordered the proofs to be produced, and the information and
depositions of the witnesses were received according to the
form prescribed by the statutes and customs.

If the crime were thought sufficiently great to deprive the
offender of the habit, the master or his lieutenant carried his
complaint before the general assembly, which was convened
for this purpose by the ringing of a bell, the usual ceremony
observed on such occasions. He then made known the crime
committed by the accused party: but if he wished to palliate
the offence, to prevent the ill effects of so pernicious an example,
he only said the offender had wronged the order of more than
a silver mark ; and this he said in presence of the ecriminal
himself, who was brought into the assembly with a strong
guard by the master equerry.

The complaint having been read, the master, or lieu-
tenant who presided in his stead, gave the bailiffs of the egard
proper time to examine the business, and to attend to the
mformations, proofs, and interrogatories, put to the accused
party, after which sentence was pronounced * according to
the law of God, to right reason, to the statutes, and laudable
customs of the order.”

‘The master or his lieutenant then named the president of
the egard, and deputed a member of the order of acknow-

YOL. 1, i IL
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ledged integrity, to appear as his attorney and carry on the
prosecution ; after which, the president and the bailiffs of the
egard retired into another apartment, where the master’s at-
torney on one side, and the criminal on the other, appeared
before them. The attorney demanded that the culprit should
be stripped of his habit (if the crime were heinous enough to
deserve so severe a punishment), and the offender was allowed
to answer and to make his defence. If he confessed his crime
and sued for pardon, the egard went three several times to the
master and to the assembly, to entreat forgiveness for him. If
the former thought himself justified by the statutes in grant-
ing this request, they proceeded no further ; but if he still
continued to demand that he should be delivered over to
justice, the egard returned to the place from whence it came.
If, on the contrary, the criminal denied the faet, the wit-
nesses, informations, and proofs, were produced ; and if he were
convicted, either by his own confession or by the deposition
of the witnesses, the egard proceeded to pass sentence, and
he was condemned to be stripped of the habit. The master’s
attorney was then called in, and made acquainted with the
sentence : after which he exhorted the criminal to follow the
egard to the master and the assembly, before whom he again
sued for pardon ; the egard interceded for him, DBut if the master
or his licutenant continued inexorable, and orders were given
to read the sentence, the president and the bailiffs of the egard,

having received the same orders three several times, pronounced
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sentence on the criminal, who, having been declared fully con-
victed, was condemned to be deprived of the habit.

The sentence having been thus made public, the criminal
fell upon his knces before the master, or his lieutenant, and
still continued entreating forgiveness; whilst the master equerry
stood by Lis side, ready to execute the orders of the tribunal.
The latter then turned towards the culprit, and addressed him in

the following terms: * Since by your crimes and disorderly life

“ you have proved yourself unworthy of wearing in future the
¢ sign of the holy cross, and the habit of our order, which we
-  bestowed upon you from the good opinion we had formed
¢“ of the purity of your morals, we now deprive you of them ;
“ and this we do to encourage the worthy and terrify the
“ wicked, to whom your fate will serve as an example. We
“ therefore cut you off from the noble society of our brothers,
“ and throw you from us, as a corrupt and mortified member.”
After these words, the master equerry, by command of the
grﬂtld-maﬁier, or his lieutenant, stripped the eriminal of his
habit, with the following ceremonies. At the first order he
received he only placed his hand on the mantle; at the second
he untied the strings of the pointed sleeves, letting them in
part fall down before; and at the third, he untied the string
which fastened on the mantle, and stripped it off his shoul-
ders with these words: * By the authority of the superior, I
“ take from you the ties which bound on the yoke of the
“ Lord, which is truly easy and light, together with the habit

HH2
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“ of our order, which you have proved yourself unworthy to
“ wear.”"—The culprit was then reconducted to prison.

Should the accused party happen to be absent, he was
first cited to appear, according to the form prescribed in the
statutes and customs ; but if he did not appear, and it was
impossible to apprehend him, he was proceeded against as an
outlaw ; that is to say, if his crime were committed publicly,

if it were directly contrary to the institutions of the order,

and so notorious as to deserve deprivation of the habit. If

then the offence were clearly proved, he was equally con-
demned by the egard, and the master, or his lieutenant, who
declared him deprived of the habit after having observed
the above-mentioned forms. A mantle was brought into the
midst of the assembly, and, after the third and last command
was pronounced, the master equerry took it and carried it
away, to the reproach and ignominy of the criminal.

The order was ever accustomed to shew mercy and for-
giveness to those who repented of their errors and returned to
a regular life. Therefore, whenever one of the brothers who
had been deprived of the habit as a punishment for his crimes
had done penance for them, and manifested a sincere desire to
reform, and by so doing had, according to the statutes, merited
forgiveness, it was then thought proper to restore to him the
habit, which was done in the following manner.

The grand-master, or his lieutenant, convened the assem-

bly by the ringing of a bell, which being assembled, togethes
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with the bailiffs, priors, other ancients and knights, according
to the usual form, the master, or his lieutenant, gave orders
to the master equerry to conduct the eriminal into their pre-
sence ; he accordingly appeared in a secular habit (or even
in his shirt, with a rope round his neck, if his crime deserved
such disgraceful treatment), with his hands Joined, and hold-
ing a lighted taper, as a sign that he was shortly to be

restored to the charitable cood-will and affection of the

==

order.

In this situation he threw himself at the feet of the grand-
master, and respectfully supplicated his forgiveness, entreat-
ing to have the habit restored to him, and to be admitted once
L more into the society of the brethren: to which the master

replied :—*¢ Though 1t has been clearly proved, that your for-

* mer faults have been the cause that you were justly drep]-ir.-{f

L

of the habit of our order, yet, as we have reason to hope

* that your conduct will be more regular in future, we will

 consent to pardon you, to restore you the habit, and to re-

113

admit you into the society of our brethren: endeavour then

“ to live in such a manner, that we may not be obliged a

[11

second time to make you feel the severity of justice. The
* favour we grant you is very great, and is but seldom be-

“ stowed : we therefore wish it may tend to the welfare of

“ both your body and your soul.”
r o } “y Ly I . —
T'he master equerry, by command of the grand-master,

jlil[]l(.‘t.“&ll_'i}' took a mantle, which he threw over his shoulders,
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and having tied it, said: ¢ Receive for the second time the
““ yoke of the Lord, which 1s easy and light, and mav it
“ contribute to the salvation of your soul!”

The restored knight praised God, thanked him for his
coodness, and devoted himself to the service of the order.

Though the rules enjoined the brothers to obey all the
commands of the grand-master without exception, there were
some limits to this obedience, without which affairs could
never have been properly regulated: these consisted in the
rules, statutes, and laudable customs of the order, which com-
manded the brothers to obey the master for Jesus Christ’s
sake. 'Therefore if the master enjoined any thing over and
above what they had promised, he was guilty of a sin which
Jesus Christ forbad them to commit, since he required that
all their actions should be just and right. This, indeed, was
the principal aim of the rules of the order, and to which every
article in them solely tended. TFor this reason, whenever the
superior ordered the brothers to perform any thing which ap-
peared to them contrary to the statutes, they were at liberty
to call an egard. So far, and no further, did they understand
their vow of obedience, which ought never to engage them
beyond what was enacted in the statutes, or practised by the
laudable customs of the order, which the superior was equally
obliged with themselves to observe. If he acted contrary to
his oath, a brother was no longer bound to obey him.

Those who were desirous of being received into the con-

il
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fraternity, and to become brothers de stage or donats in the
order, !‘JI'L‘H{-‘.I]TL‘.d themselves before the brother who was to
receive them, fell on their knees, and placing their hands
on the missal which the brother held open, pronounced the
following words: <« I, N. promise and vow to Almighty God,

“ to the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, to St. John the

.

¢ Baptist, and to the master of the order of St. John of Jeru-
salem, that I will exercise, as far as in me lies, all possible
“ good-will, charity, and affection, towards the master, bro-
¢ thers, and the order at large: that I will defend them and
“ their estates to the utmost of my power ; and that, if I should
“ be unable so to do, I will reveal to them any plot against
‘ their interest, or indeed any thing prejudical to them which

(1

may happen to come to my knowledge : that I will never be
“ professed in any other order but in this of St. John. I therefore
“ entreat, that, in case I should not make my profession, my
£c

body at my death may be allowed to be buried in the

“ church-yard belonging to the order. I also promise to make
‘ a present every year at the festival of St. John the Daptist,
L

in acknowledgment of my being of the confraternity.”
After these words, the brother who received him thus
answered : “ Since you have made the aforesaid promises, we
“ admit your soul, and those of your ancestors, to a participa-
“ tion in all the divine offices, good works, prayers and masses,

“ which shall be done and said for the future in our order:
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':Ig- ““ beseeching our Lord Jesus Christ to make you partaker
| "lgr'{  thereof.”

H The brother then kissed him, as did all the rest who were
;_" I present; and his name was entered in the register of the
'j confraternity, together with the sum he had promised to give
I i"-rf.'i'_"-' 1\'5‘-':“'.
. \ 4
Bl The above was the ceremony observed at the reception of

a brother de stage, except in some particular priories, where

+

the custom was different, and with which, in that case, it was

e

necessary to comply.
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of the Order of Malta with Knights of a different Religion, approved
by the Sovereign Pontiff.
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1. PROVENCE. ~ Two grand priorees, Maltese crowns;
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=i i % [ 1 Magzisterial 7
—Bv virtue of his office, "B l_ e ! |.
: : ; £7 Of knmights. I
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S 477,395, |
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i 1 Magisterial.
of the ordnance. He had e
i : 24 OF knizhts.
the nomination (subject P :
9 froulouse . . 4 5 Of serving bro-
to the approbation of :
thers and chap-
the grand-master and :
: ; alns, i
council) of all officers - J
from the different lan-
guages; and to this he
added the power of ap-
pomnting to the wvarious Bailiwic of Ma-
places of trust, in the nosque.
church of St. John, and
the infirmary. J

YOL.
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Languages; di
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[ to exch lan- language or priory. vear 1768, L

UCTI00nS.
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The admiral :—In the
grand - marshal's  ah-
sence, had the command |
of the soldiery equally
with the seamen: he al-
50 appointed the prud’
homme, or comptroller,
and secretary of the ar-J
senal ;: and when he de-
manded to be named to
the generalship of the
galleys, the grand-master
was ﬁ]l]igu:l to proposec
him to the eouncil, which
was at liberty to approve

or reject him at pleasure.

L
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bailiwics Commanderies in' each

belonging to each lan- language or priory

Fuage,

Seven priories,

:
Lombardy

Home

Venice

Pisa .

Capua

Barletta

Messina

Bailiwics.

1 Magisterial.

35 Knights,

{ 1| Magisterial.

18 Knights.

1 Magisterial.

T Knights,

1 Jus patronat.

1 Magisterial.
11 Knights.

¢ Chaplains and

\.:‘rrin;_-" brothers,

1 Magisterial,

16 I\‘J. nts.

i
3
%
oy

NI.'H'II];_-: |!:-|'-:a‘.!n'l':~.

1 Magisterial,
10 Knights,
I Chaplain and

serving brother.

I Magisterial.
10 ]x|||ﬂ||1w

St. Euphemia,

St. Stephen.

Holy Tripity of

Yenousa.

John of Naples,

Turin.

St. Scbastian, jus

|'.|IlLrI'HI:]1.

of the

Barberini family.
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Sum pald in thé
Year 1988,

Maltese crowns

r 564,802,
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Languages; dignities annexed ;
and functions.

5. ARRAGON.
The draper, or the
grand - conservator :—
Was :'h;urgl'd with every
thing relative to the con-
servatory, to the cloth-4
ing, and to the purchase
of all necessary articles,
not only for the troops,

but the hospital, &e.

r.-"u'r.af_-_nu, or Cas-
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Priorics  and  bailiwics Commanderiet in  sach
language or priory.

lrelor

guage

g to cach lan-

Three priories.
1 Magisterial.
tellan d’Emposta. 29 Knights.

Catalonia

{ 1 Magisterial.
28 Knights.
; 1 Magisterial.
MNavarre B
17 Knights.
Bailiwics
Negropont,in coim-
mon with the lan-
guage of Castille.

Majorea.

LCaspa.

6. EwncLawp (since]

Axcro-Bavarian lan-

f__:'l,l:l:_-:l!..:'

Turcopolier.
{ Tureopolle formerly sig-
nified, in the language
of the Levant, Jlight-
horseman. )
The Turcopolier com-

manded the cavalry, and

Two priories

j 1 Magisterial.
24 Knights.
L 4 Chaplains,

Ebersbere 4

20 Knights.

Yol (now Rus- 2
L1 oland (no lus 5 Chaplains,

Bailiwie.

the guard stationed on

Neuburg.

the coast. }

SI) . & . . 9 Jus patronat.
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year 1753,

Maltese crowns
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terwards Lo
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for the priory of
Poland, before
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that of Russia.
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Languages; dignities annexed ; Priories and bailiwics .
=" and functions, belonging to each lan- iill 4
Euage. { 1
Four priorics. : ; Maltese crovwns
L 1 Magisterial. " I
C [ Germany b 26 Knights, .
7. GERMANRY, g |
. : + Chaplains. L
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: T 1 Maezisterial.
order.—His jurisdiction | - SeAl
; . e I Rohemia o .0 19 Knights,
comprised all the fortifi- } i ,
: s ; i 4 Chaplains. -
cations of the old city. |
He also commanded in | Dacia £
the castle of Goza.
Bailiwic:
L Brandenburg,
Three priories.
e e 1 Maoist. g R
§, CASTILLE. Castille. . . . S 1 e d n,
“ 13 hanichts, | =
The grand-chancellor: 1 ' ;
|
' —Always presented the = |
; ¥s | LEOI re ivdin o9 I'H.,I'll:;hlh. 5 |
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: - ¥ s M I
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whenever any bulls were & Chaplains  and A
stamped with the great | serving brothers. J |
seal, and he was alilige IJ‘.

! Bailiwics.
to sign them accor

Necropont, 1 com-
to the 35th statute de | ©CETUPONE
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mon with the lan-
guage ol Arragon.
fice were required to Lora.

know how to write and St. Sepulehre,
read, Zango, or Zera de

L las Neuve-Villas.
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Languages; dignities annexed: Priories and bailiwics
and functions, bl

" . .
Commanderies in each
language or priory.

g to each lan-

Two priories,

r]".l:r:_”i:uu.l ) 1 Magisterial.
{ 32 Knights.
Ancient laneuace of . .
g’ = X } 1 Magisterial.
ExcrLaxp, JIreland . ,

s : L 20 Knights,
Turcopolier.

Bailiwic,

|]',-"l.:iu|].'i.
L

98 Knights.

New prand priory of 17 Knights founded
Russia, of the Gl'L-:_-Lj‘ One priory. since, on the re-
church,

venue of the post.

20 Jus patronat.

The commanderies, and all other charges and property, in
whatsoever country they were situated, belonged to the body of
the order. These were let out in former times to receivers and
secular farmers, who paid the rent into the common treasury :
but the city of Jerusalem being at so great a distance (as was
also the Island of Rhodes), the farmers were not always faith-
ful to their trust ; for which reason, the administration of this
property was transferred to the grand-priors, who had each his
particular district.—This was at first a simple deposit placed
in their hands ; but they soon encroached so far as to suppose
it gave them a title to consider the property as their own:

they therefore frequently on different pretences, and sometimes
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without any whatsoever, applied it to their own use. This
disorderly conduct forced the general chapters, and in default
of such meetings the councils, to have recourse to 2 fresh ex-
pedient; which was, to name a knight of known property, and

disinterested disposition, to superintend each estate and por-

tion of property belonging to the order in the same distriet :
but the time he continued in this office entirely depended on

the good-will and pleasure of the council. The order some-

times entrusted this knicht with the education of the vounge
novices ; and there was always a Jl:t!zf-l'—:'hzli;hiin in this small
ecommunity to say mass. The knight, who acted as superior,

was first called preceptor and afterwards commander. which at

that time only implied that the education of the young knights

and the r:»l:p(.'l."lntt_'mh“m_‘t.‘ of the property of the order were Ire-

commended to his care. He was allowed to employ a portion

of the revenue for the maintenance of his community, and for
the relief of the poor in his district. Te was also required to
send a certain sum every two years to the common treasury,

which was to be in proportion to the annual produce of the
commandery. This feudal rent was called responsion, and has
eontinued in use to the present times. The general chapters
had a right to augment these responsions during w ar, and, in-
deed, whenever the order was in want of such supply.

To prevent the different cabals which might take place in
a military order, and which would be attended by very ill

consequences—or rather, perhaps, to afford a retreat for those
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knights who had served the order for a long course of years—it
was resolved that the administration of those commanderies
should be bestowed according to seniority ; but, to k!-pp them
constantly in a proper state of dependence on their superiors,
they were committed to their management by the council for
a limited time—ad decem annos, aut amplius, ad bene placitum
nostrum—according to the grants issued out by the court of
chancery of Malta. [f statutes were made to shew the parti-
cular circumstances which would authorise the displacing a
commander. there were likewise others which were not only
very |r1'l|t]rm ones, but extremely L'ncqnn‘zl_u'i]lu_; to those who
had acted well in their administration ; since, after five years'
possession, and after the commander had sufficiently con-
vinced the order of his good management, and of his having
improved his commandery, he had a right to demand that he
should be appointed to a richer and more considerable one.
That the estates of the order might be properly managed in
different countries, they were divided into portions, and placed
under the inspection of the grand-priors, who were appointed
to watch over the conduct of the knights and commanders
who resided in their priories. They also presided at the pro-
vincial chapters; and when absent named a lieutenant to act

in their place *.

¢ The grand-prior was obliged to visit the commanderies once in five years, and to ordes
all proper repairs ; which commands must be obeyed: for in case of refusal, the person or
persons were rendered incapable of being promoted. An appeal, however, might be made

ilie council on this occasion,

th

SC1
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There are three different kinds of bailiffs in the order ;
—the conventual, the capitular, and the bailifis per favorem e
ad honores. 2

The conventual bailiffs were so called, because it was their
duty to reside in the convent. They were chosen by the
languages of which they were the chiefs, and the pilliers of
the inns. There was one to each language.

These knights were next in rank to the grand-master : and
though this dignity might have been changed according to
seniority, yet the rule was not so absolutely obligatory as to
preclude the languages and council from choosing those who
appeared to them the most worthy of such distinction. Be-
sides the conventual bailiffs attached to each language, there
were two others raised to that dignity, viz. the bishop of
Malta, and the prior of the church of St. John; these were
selected from the class of chaplains, and were the only two
of that rank who were allowed to fill any of the dignified
offices in the order.

Four of these eight conventual bailiffs were constantly
obliged to reside in the convent, and indeed none were at
liberty to absent themselves without the permission of the
complete council: two votes out of three were necessary
to obtain that permission; and since the languages could
not remain without a chief, they always named a lieutenant
to act for each absentee.

Though the capitular bailiffs were not forced, like the con-

VOL. I. K K
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ventual ones, to residence, a general chapter could not pos-
sibly be held without those grand crosses, or at least without
- their proxies.

The third kind of bailiffs were chosen by favour et ad honores ;
and in default of a general chapter by the grand-master and

council, under the sanction of a bull from the pope for that

purpose. They enjoyed this prerogative a great length of

time ; but, in order to avoid the pressing recommendation of

the different Christian powers, the grand-master and council
gave up their right to this presentation ; the popes, however,
in quality of first superiors, supplied their place, and named
these bailiffs in default, or in the absence, of the general chap-
ter. These abuses of the pope’s briefs were carried to such a
length, that the order warmly, and indeed very justly, remon-
strated against such ij]‘l;t'['t‘t]i]]:_{.u; and it was then :tg]‘ci'tl that
the pope should never confer this dignity on any one without
the consent of the grand-master and council. Pope Pius VI.
in 1785, decided that in future none but the generals of the
ralleys should have the grand cross by favour, and this deter-
mination has been adhered to ever since.

The bailiffs by favour had a right to assist at the council ;
but when there was question of presenting to commanderies,
or any other vacant dignity, this title gave them no preference
to those knights who had been received into the ordér prior
to themselves, and who as such were always regarded as then

SUperiors.

—— e am
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In former times all honorary offices were bestowed on the
different languages indiscriminately, to be enjoyed only from
one general chapter to another. The chapters then transferred
such appointments to those who appeared most worthy of
them ; and ever since the end of the fourteenth century, they
have been bestowed exclusively on the languages to which
each office was particularly attached.

Mention ought to be made of the bailiwic of Branden-
burg, which has ever been composed of the first Protestant no-
bility in Germany, and which had its origin at the time of the
reformation, when the order suffered a dismemberment. This
article may possibly appear to belong more particularly to the
historical part of my work: I have, however, preferred in-
serting it here, and thus finishing every thing relative to the
subject.

The great distance of the chief place of residence of the
order of St. John of Jerusalem from Germany, together with
the ambitious views of some of the members, induced the
grand-prior of Germany* and the bailiff of Brandenburg to
separate from the order, and to make themselves independ-
ent*. The divisions which took place in the convent during
the reign of Foulques de Villaret, appeared to them a favour-
able opportunity to carry their plan into execution.

The conqueror of Rhodes having tarnished the glory of
his arms by the luxury of his court, the effeminacy of his con-

* 1300,
K K 2
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duct, and the despotism of his government, was deposed by
the knights in a general chapter, and Maurice de Pugnac ap-
pointed to succeed him. This election was not approved by
the pope, but the knights of the language . of Gi'rmun_',.r per-
sisted 1n :wi:mm-'ltrtt.u'ing for bm'crr]gn the new grand-master they
had chosen, and for a time separated themselves from the order,
The knights of the bailiwic of Brandenburg went still greater
lengths, placed themselves under the immediate protection of
the elector Waldemar, adopted the name of knights of St,
John of Jerusalem, and chose a superior to whom they gave
the title of master. This schism continued till 1382, when it
was settled by a treaty concluded at Heimbach in Alsatia ;
one of the articles of which was, that the knights who had
retreated to Brandenburg should be allowed to choose a
bailiff or master: this choice, however, to be approved and

confirmed by the

=

grand-prior of Germany. The bailiffs of
Brandenburg continued thus subject to the order till the
reformation ; when the Protestant religion having made great
progress in .Tll'mu]n:nlmrg, Saxony, and the neighbouring coun-
tries, the knights of these different nations embraced the new
mode of worship ; and the laws made at the peace of Augsburg®
and Westphalia relative to church lands, and other ecclesi
astical property, were established in favour of those of Malta.

The house of Prussia took the bailiwic of Bl‘mll_lcu}mrg

* Called the peace of religion.
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under its protection, and would ndt allow the commanderies
situated 1 that country to be abolished.

The bailiff of Brandenburg had formerly commanderies
under his jurisdiction, in the same manner as the grand-pri-
ories of the order. Six out of the thirteen in his dependence
were destroyed by the Lutherans, and the others remain till
this day.

None were elected bailiffs of Brandenburg but

persons
of the highest distinetion ;

and from the beginning till very

nearly the end of the seventeenth century, this post was

always filled by one of the reigning royal family of Prussia :

since that time, a prince of the younger branch of the same

family has constantly been chosen for this high office. A
The peace of Westphalia had exempted the bailiwic of

Brandenburg from the payment of all future taxes to Malta,

after qu‘in_ﬁ_g once given the sum of 2400 golden florins. 'The |

knights, notwithstanding, unwilling to be entirely separated

from the order of St. John, frequently proposed paying re-

sponsions for their benefices to the grand-prior of Germany :

they likewise offered sums of money for the maintenance of

the squadron belonging to the order; and many among them

¢ven requested to make their caravans on board the Maltese

galleys. But the knights of St. John absolutely refused to listen

to any of these proposals; and all hopes of a reconciliation

appeared to have vanished, when Frederic the Great of Prussia,

- " . il ol = a . - T o] n W,
wmhmg to favour the pretensions of his brother prince Fer-
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dinand, who had been elected bailiff of Brandenburg, contrived

to effect it;—an event which, without such an able negociator,
would, most probably, never have taken place.

The chevalier Manchon, a captain in his Prussian ma-
jesty’s service, was appointed in 1763 to repair to the grand-
prior of Germany, to demand the confirmation of prince Fer-
dinand in his new dignity: he was likewise employed to settle
a dispute which had arisen long before on account of the
bailiwic of Brandenburg having discontinued paying some
rents due to the order. After various negotiations, it was
agreed that the ancient connection between the Protestant
knights and those of Malta should be renewed *, and that
they should pay responsions into the common treasury in the
same manner as the Catholic commanderies. From that time
the Protestant knights were treated as brethren 4 by the grand-
prior of Germany, and allowed to take the title of knights of
St. John of Jerusalem.

On r.\:nnining the rules and statutes adopted by the baili-
wic of Hr;iruft‘n]ml'g for the reception of a brother, and also

for its administration, it will appear that they were very much

* See a letter from the grand-prior of Germany, dated the 16th of May, 1763, to prince

Ferdinand, and another of the same date addressed to the general chapter,

t See letter from the procurator of the commen treasury to the commander Forel, receiver
for the order of Malta in upper and lower Germany, dated 11th September, 1763, and
signed by the secretary of the common treasury. Likewise the magisterial bull of the
grand-master Emanual Pinto, dispatched by the vice-chancellor of the order on the gth of
May, 1764,

the

mar
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; the same as those formerly employed in the language of Ger-
: many, subject, indeed, to some modifications occasioned by
the difference of religion, and form of covernment.

Within the bailiwic of Brandenburg, all claimants to be
received into the order of St. John of Jerusalem must apply
to the bailiff;, whose answer either the council or regency
returns.  If it be favourable, the candidate must first produce
a tree of genealogy comprising the sixteen heraldic (uarters
indispensable for his reception. He is morcover held to ad-
duce proofs of the day of the birth and demise of such an-
cestors as are therein recited ; and the whole exemplification
must be signed, being first duly sealed with their arms, by
four gentlemen sworn to the truth of their depositions—two
to the proofs on the paternal, and two to those on the mater-
nal, side.

To these formal investigations succeeds a re-examina-
tion of the genealogical proofs of the candidate, entered upon
by the regency and two commanders bound by their oaths
to pass over no defect ; when, in the case of a favourable issue,
a letter is dispatched by the bailiff of Brandenburg to an-
nounce his reception (this is called a letter of reversion ), in
which is mentioned the commandery to which he may in
future have pretensions, together with the names of all those

knights who have an equal right to aspire to that dignity * :

* This letter is signed by the bailiff, the chancellor, and several commanders,
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from that moment he is inscribed as belonging to the order,
and his right of seniority commences from the same time,
The expence of obtaining this first letter is about fifty-five
erowns; and the other fees paid into the receiver's office of the
bailiwic, amount to three hundred and thirty. The reception
of a knight may, indeed, be estimated at a hundred pounds
sterling, on account of journey and other necessary expences.
According to the statutes, the candidate must be a pative of
Germany, and of the Protestant religion, though this rule has
been deviated from on two or three occasions*®. The rever-
.xi{:n:u'}' letters are never sent to any candidate under the age
of fourteen years, and no one can be received into the order
before eighteen. The ceremony of reception is performed by the
bailiff, who is at liberty to delay it till the knight is called upon
to take possession of the commandery allotted to him from the
beginning. Whenever the bailiff thinks proper to create profess-
ed knights, and to permit them to wear the cross, he makes
choice among the persons inscribed as candidates for the com-

manderies of those he particularly approves, and appoints a

day for them to attend at Sonneburg -, the principal place of

residence in the bailiwic, and where the ceremony of reception
is always performed in the following manner :—

The bailiff, seated in a chair of state facing the altar,

¥ In favour of the count de Bestucheff, the Russian minister at the court of Prussia {(who
received the cross of honour), and of a Swedish gentleman,

t A small town, thirtcen German miles from Berlin,
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causes the new knight to advance, who, being asked the usual

questions relative to the favour he is come to request, and that
favour being granted, kneels down, and laying his hand on the
New Testament, takes the following oath, which is read to him
by the chancellor. ¢ I swear to be faithful and obedient to

the order ; to do every thing in my power to contribute to

“ its glory, prosperity, and utility ; to combat every thing pre-

L

[

Judicial to its well-being ; never to act contrary to its dignity,
“ but to conduct myself always as a true knight, that is to
say, as a good Christian and a man of honour.”

Having thus made oath in presence of the bailift, the
knight prostrates himself before the altar; and the bailiff, who
alone has the right of wearing the golden spur, gives him three
strokes on the shoulder with the sword of the order, saying
each time, better knight than vassal *. 'The bailiff then returns
to his seat, presents the professed with the small cross of white
cloth, and ties on the golden one. One of the ancient knights
throws over his shoulders the black cloak and white cross.

The reception being over, the chancellor reads aloud the
engagements contracted by the new knights. These prin-
cipally consist in defendine the Christian relicion at the risk
of their lives; in fighting for their country, and the king of
Prussia their protector, in preference to all other sovereign

s = . e 5 -|:._.'I|:|:,'!|".'_.
primces ; in never uhulld'urlilt}.;.;~ their colours, ol yiciding tneim

* In German, besser Ritter als Ka
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selves prisoners to a common soldier ; in protecting and assist-
ing widows, orphans, and all distressed persons; in never
(uitting the cross; in never suffering a blow; ni loving and
esteeming virtue and honour, and being particularly prudent,
just, brave, sober, humble, and charitable. They are likewise
enjoined, on pain of being regarded as effaced from the list of
knights, to give intelligence every year, not only of their places
of residence, but of their different employments.

The chancellor having finished reading, each new knight
passes in order before the bailiff, who is placed at the altar,
and who gives his hand to each, saying, I wish yow all prosperity,
and heavenly blessings. 'The commanders and knights then ad-
vance towards the newly professed, whose hands they press,
in token of fraternity. The gentle tap on the cheek given to
the Catholic knights, after they have received the cloak and
cross, is omitted on this occasion ; neither is the vow of chastity
and poverty enjoined.

The knights of the bailiwic of Brandenburg wear, by con-
sent of the king of Prussia, a scarlet uniform, with white
lapels, cufls, and collar, and metal buttons, on which is the
cross with eight points. 'The golden cross differs from that
worn by the Catholic knights, having the Prussian eagle in
the four angles of white enamel, instead of the fleurs de lys.
The Protestant commanders have larger crosses than the other
knights, and have alone the privilege of wearing a soubreveste.

The bailiff elected in the assembly of the chapter beld at
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Sonneburg takes his oath of allegiance to the king of Prussia,

and acknowledges as feudal lord the elector of Saxony from
the bailiwics of Friedland and Seckendorff, in Lower Lusatia,
being in his dominions. The bailiff likewise swears to fulfil
his engagements contracted with the erand-prior of Germany
and the order of Malta. His residence is fixed at Sonne-
burg, a small town, with a castle and large church, between
Frankfort on the Oder and Custrin,  All affairs relative to the
bailiwics are settled in this place, where the assemblies of the
kmghts are likewise held. The greatest part of the estates in
their dependance enjoy great privileges, such as what is termed
high and low justice. 'There is a regency at Sonneburg, com-
posed of a chancellor and counsellors, before whom not only
the vassals of the bailiwic but the commanders are obliged to
appear.

The revenue of the bailiff, who is esteemed the first pre-
late in the electorate of Brandenburg, is about thirty thousand
crowns; and consists in the bailiwics of Sonneburg, Rampiz,
Gruneberg, Collin, Friedland, and Seckendorfi. The com-
manderies differ in value, but none among them produce an
income of more than ten thousand crowns, nor any less than

three thousand.
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1 General STATEMENT of the Comm ANDERIES n the B
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Such are the present possessions of the bailiwic of
Brandenburg, which were formerly much more considerable,
Though the knights can no longer have hopes of recovering
the property of which they have been deprived, they still lay
claim to two commanderies, named Mizow and Nemerow,
situated in fx!:-u'liiunlmrg, and of which the dukes of that
country took possession at the peace of Westphalia,

The responsions of the commanderies do not amount in
the whole to more than three hundred and twenty-four golden
florins, thirty of which make fifty German erowns, to be paid
for each commandery to the chamber of Sonneburg.

All Catholic historians having either neelected giving any
account of this dismemberment of the order, or having spoken
of it in terms which nothing but the fanaticism of the times
could possibly excuse, I feel happy in an opportunity of men-
tioning many particulars on the subject, and of acquainting
the reader, contrary to the opinion generally received, that
the order of Malta, though it regrets the motives which have
occasioned its separation from the knights of a different reli-
gion, does not refuse them a place among its members to fight
against the enemies of Jesus Christ. Pope Pius the Sixth, whose
virtues struck with awe even the cruel monsters his persecutors,
was of the same opinion, and approved the association of
the Russian knights of the Greek church with the order of

Malta. It may indeed be reasonably expected, that such an
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union will be attended by the most edifying and ad vantageous
consequences.

It would be unjust not to give due praise to the conduct
which the kings of Prussia have always held towards an order
from which, to all appearance, they could not r ap the smallest
benefit. The despotism of this military kingdom has been
constantly spoken of with disapprobation, as have the methods
employed by 1ts most powerful sovereigns to amass riches; yet
Frederick the Great, in the most disastrous moments of his
reign, never attempted to possess himself of the wealth belong-
ing to the bailiwic of Brandenburg. By thus respecting the
rights of man, of which the first and greatest is undoubt-
edly that of property, he not only inspired general confidence,
but gained the affection of his nobility, the firmest support of
his throne. 'This support, and a sentiment of justice, were, in
his opinion, of much more importance than the momentary
relief afforded by such an usurpation.

As an able administrator, he looked forward into futurity ;
and was perfectly convinced, that those ministers who advised
such appropriation to supply the exigence of the moment were
preparing the way to the ruin of their country, and the fall of
their sovereign.

The property belonging to the French clergy, estimated at
a hundred millions of livres a-year, was no sooner placed in

the hands of government, to cover a deficit of at least sixty
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millions, than its credit fell ; and when to these resources were
added the domains themselves, together with those of the
richest proprietors, it was totally annihilated, and a general
bankruptcy ensued. Yet this government was in possession of
the largest capital at its own disposal that ever existed ; and,
had a very small part of it been regularly sold, it would have
been sufficient to have made up the deficit, and to have paid
both interest and principal of all the debts.

The consequence of thus destroying the nobility, the dif-
ferent orders of chivalry, and all the powerful bodies, which,
even while combating the power of the throne, were its princi-
pal support, became the overthrow of the sovercign himself,

Frederick the Great, when in possession of Silesia, suffered
all the Catholic commanderies belonging to the order of St.
John of Jerusalem to remain in that country; and this, because
he very well knew, that the knights of Malta were educated
in those strict principles of honour which would make them
faithful subjects and worthy citizens ; and because, h:_!in_g~ 50-
vereign of a country the very existence of which depends
upon the military, he felt the 1ecessity of preserving an order
which kept up the spirit of warlike enthusiasm and the ideas of
glory, and called to remembrance the performance of extraor-
dinary exploits.

The same weighty considerations which engaged Frederick
to suffer the order of St. John to remain in his dominions,

have likewise induced the most celebrated princes to create
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orders of knighthood to strengthen their government, to keep
up their grandeur, and support their weakness, If, in these
present days, the chiefs of the countries in which the order
possesses  any |h|'1:|}i'1'11‘y‘ were actuated I]F the same senti-
ments, there would be no cause to apprehend that a minister
could be found so basely perfidious as to propose the invading
such property, or a monarch so weakly his own enemy as to

o1ve g sanction to suech conduct.
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CHAP YV,

A general ET.J':.::";:.:“:':' + how composed ; Manner {Jl,l".:}.-.'\'{‘J’H.Lﬁ}!l,{-:' i ; of deliber-
ating, and collecting Votes ; Affairs treated therein ; Time of its Dura-
tion, Ovrdinary, C -omplete, Secret, and Criminal ( ouncils.  Manner in
which the Dignities of the Order were divided among the different Lan-
guages. Names of the Places in the Gift of the Grand-Master and
Council. FElection of the Grand-Master ; his Revenue.

H.-'i‘-.'i'i\'(i already mentioned that the

vested in the general chapter, and the principal part of the

legislative power was

executive entrusted to the councils, 1t will be now necessary to
speak of their origin, composition, and functions.

In former times the general chapters were regularly held
every five years, and in urgent cases were even convened once
in three years; but these assemblies afterwards only met every
tenth year, and there was an interval of nearly a century and
a half between the last two that were held*: the popes and
grand-masters being constantly agreed in avoiding these meet-
ings, which, as has been already observed, were both trouble-
some and dangerous.

The persons of whom these assemblies were composed,
and the ceremonies observed on the occasion, were as follow:
After hearing a solemn mass of the Holy Ghost, the grand-
master entered the hall where the general chapter was held,

* The first of these two chapters was held in 1631, during the grand-mastership of

Autoine de Paule ; and the second in that of the grand-master Rohan, in the year 1776
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and seated himself under a canopy, on a throne raised three

steps from the ground. Those members of the chapter who

filled any dignified post, and who were fifty-four in number,

were {J[ﬂt‘l'i_l in the following order :

I'he I-1':..'~]Il:|i.
2, The prior of the church.

3. The il 'i--.'-J|~.'.:||,'.‘.:||:'1'.

4. The marshal.

-]“.I-.‘ 5‘:' S100t :”l.':'-
|
6. The admiral.
The grand-conservator.
&. The !_"|':|:'.:|a|1.'.:i|:]'.
g, The erand-chancellor.

| The grand-prior of St. Giles.

r

11. The -_-_L.Lfl:]—'l1':'i-|'. of Auvergne,
{'he -'_I'.i!|-.‘.-|||'|l.-l of France.

13. The orand-prior of Aquitaine.

14, The grand-prior of Champagne.

15, The grand-prior of Toulouse.

16. The grand-prior of Rome.

17. The grand-prior of Lombardy.

18. The Ll ::‘1-|-]H':_:u' of Venice.

19, The grand-prior of Pisa,

20, The il :'n—:l'.'il_ﬂ of Barletto.

#1. The grand-prior of Messina.
22, The crand-prior of Capuoa.

v This o L P 1
£ 18 e ensteliin o1 Pangostaa, o LG
rand-prior of Arragon.

24, The erand-prior of Crato, or of
]

The grand-prior ol England.

The rrand-orior of Navarn

'he second day of

27. The ;I‘:nh]-priur of Germany,
23. The grand-prior of Ireland.
29, The grand-prior of Bohemia,
30, The grand-prior of Hungary.
%1. The bailiff of St. Enphemia.
32. The grand-prior of Catalonia.
33. The bailiff of Negropont.

%34. The bailiff of the Morea.

35. The bailiff of Venusia.

i. The bailiff of St. Stephen.

39. The bailiff of Majorca.

38. The bailiff of St. John of Naples.
39, The bailiff of Lyons,

40 The bailiff of Manosque,

41. The bailiff of Brandenburg.
42, The bailiff of Caspa.

43, The bailiff of Lora.

44. The bailiff of Aquila.

t5. The bailiff of Lango and Loza,
46, The bailiff of St. -":I‘[J'.!!t hre.
7. The bailif of Cremona.

48. The grand-treasurer.

9, The bailiff of Neuvillas.

50. The bailiff of Acre.

51. | ijl,' l)hili:.l. l.)r. La “':"L'L'l!q'l.-

52, The bailiff of Armenia,

53, The bailiff of Carlostad.

t. The bailiff of St. Sebastian,

this assembly three commanders of

three ditferent laneunces were elected according to the ma-
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jority of votes, by the members of the chapter, to examine
the proxies who acted for the absent languages, priories, pri

1018,

and bailiffs. If their procuration was in due form, they were

permitted to vote ; if not, they were excluded from the ASSE1N-

bly. When the number of the members of the chapter was

once fixed, every one, according to his official rank and 1

(|
that of his language, presented a purse containing five pieces
of silver, and this he gave as a tribute of homage. The marshal,
from the same prineiple, delivered up the grand standard, and

the most distinguished officers the ensigns of their different

dignities. These were not returned till the f']mp[w had passed

a fresh grant for that purpose. This custom, which cannot he

too much admired, had been established from time Hnme-

morial in the order of Malta.
Three commissaries of different nations were chosen at the
same time to receive all petitions during the first three days

of the assembly, and these were either granted or rejected by

the general chapter; but, as the great number of members of

which it was composed would have made it very tedious to
have examined particularly into every different subject, a
committee of sixteen members, who were all commanders, was
appointed to decide on the occasion. Two of these com-
manders were named by each of the eioht languages ; and after
heing elected in due form, they made oath before the orand-
master, who, with the other members of the chapter, likewise
swore to adopt and ratify all their determinations.

MM I..:l
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This committee withdrew to a separate apartment to deli-
berate on the diffcrent affairs to be brought before the chapter;
but, lest these sixteen commanders should not be sufficiently
acquainted with the real interests of the order, and perhaps
from the i1dea that resolutions might be taken contrary to the

erand-master’'s wishes, his solicitor, with the vice-chancellor

and secretary of the treasury, were admitted into this private:

assembly, though without the privilege of voting ; the sixteen

alone having the right of regulating, ordaining, and Judging
definitively (without appeal) of all affairs referred to them by
the general chapter. These great assemblies never lasted more
than a fortnight, and if at the expiration of that time any bu-
siness remained unsettled, it was left to be determined by other
commissaries, who were terined the eouncil r_J,r":'{':::t’.r'I'f.'Hme.

Independently of this occasional council, there were al-
ways four others in Malta, which supplied the place of the
general chapter, viz. the common, the complete, the secret,
and the eriminal councils.

The common council consisted of the grand-master, the
conventual bailiffs, the knights dignified with the grand cross
residing at the time in Malta, and the proxies of the different
languages. All disputes relative to receptions, pensions, com-
manderies, dignities, and other subjects arising from bulls
granted by the order, were decided in this council, which dif-
fered very little from the complete one, except indeed that in

the latter two ancient knights were added from each language;
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who, to entitle them to be admitted into the assembly, must
have resided at least five years in the convent. Appeals were
made to this council from the common and the eriminal ones,
and it was only of late years that the custom of appealing to
Rome was first introduced ; butl it soon became so comimor,
that in default of a general chapter, affairs of all kinds were
carried before that court, which alone gave ll.j.‘wjf}{‘llhE]I][]Ih_-:,
made knights of minority, knights, bailiffs, and grand crosses,
by favour. It was indeed much to be apprehended, that be-
stowing dignities with so lavish a hand on particular persons,
would in the end have ruined the whole body of the order.

The secret council took cognizance of all state affairs, to-
gether with extraordinary and unexpected cases, which re-
quired an immediate decision. Any serious cause of com-
plaint against either a knight or a brother was brought before
this council, at which the orand-master or his lieutenant al-
ways presided. The former had the sole richt of proposing the
subjects of debate ; he had likewise the privilege of giving two
votes, and when the number was equal, his vote was the
casting one.

There was also another council, usually called the vener-
able chamber of the treasury, and which, in fact, was the
exchequer of the order.

Before the conventual and capitular dignities were appro-
priated to, and divided between, the languages, the general

chapter, as has been observed in another part of this history..
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hestowed them on the worthiest members of the {?{;mummtjr’
without regarding any particular nation. But since the year
1466 these posts have been attached to the different 1angun_g{_‘ﬁ,
and the pilliers, or conventual bailiffs, have had a right to claim
the first vacant dignity. TFor instance, in the language of Pro-
vence, the grand-commander might demand either the grand-
priory of St. Giles, that of Toulouse, or the bailiwic of Ma-
nosque. The grand-marshal in the language of Auvergne
might likewise lay claim to the grand-priory of the same name,
or to the bailiwic of Lyons; but if once he was named to one
of these titles, he could not afterwards apply for another.
Thongh the commanderies in the language of France were
particularly annexed to each priory, yet still the great dignities
appropriated to that language were bestowed indiscriminately
on all the knights of the three priories belonging to the same
nation; so that, independently of these priories, seniority alone
decided in favour of the knights of the French language of the
three grand-priories of France, Aquitaine, and Champagne ;
and according to that seniority they were named to the baili-

wic of the Morea held in Paris, to that of St. John de Lateran,

and to the treasurership which was united to the priory ol

Corbeil.

The dignities and commanderies were in common in the
language of Italy.

The laneuage of _\l'l'it‘-fi'i.‘an was {‘:'HIIE‘HN‘{i not only of

knichts of that kinedem, but of those from Catalonia and Na-
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varre, If the grand-conservator happened to be either an
Arragonian or a native of Valencia, he had a rieht to the i
castellany of Emposta, otherwise called the grand-priory of
Arragon.
The bailiwic of Majorca was bestowed indiscriminately on
the inhabitants of that island, or on the Catalonians ; and the
bailiwic of Caspa on the Arragonians and Valencians. From
this dignity the professor was named for the castellany of
Emposta.
The title of the bailiwic of Negropont, at present in parti-
bus and possessed by the Turks, was alternatively eiven to the
languages of Arragon and Castille. This might be quitted to
become chief of the inn, and also by the mutition of the same :
bailiwic. f
The dignity of grand-bailifit belonged indiscriminately to
the German and Bobemian knights. This gave a right to the
grand-priory of Germany, which was of more ancient date in
the order than the grand-bailiwic.
The chancellor might have been named grand-prior of
Castille, and in that case he became a grandee of Spain.
The grand-priory of Crato was in Portugal ; but the erand- -
chancellor eould not be appointed to it, lest he should offend
the king of Portugal, who pretended that the patronage of that
dignity belonged to his crown.
The grand-commander, who was pillier of the language of

Provence, might formerly have held the grand-priory of Hun-




LS

IHHISTORY OF MALTA.

gary. Some time afterwards it became the privilege of the
admiral, who, for the time being, was pillier of the Italian lan-
guage ; but, in consequence of the abdication of the Italians
in 1603, this dignity became the property of the language of
Germany, and was bestowed in common on the knights of
that country, and on those of Bohemia.

Though the provinces of Transylvania, Wallachia, and
Moldavia, were formerly the ancient Duei, the order of St. John
gave the name of Duci, in the language of the middle age, to
the kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway.

[n the History of the Knights of Rhodes, mention is made.
that the grand-master de Gozon (Deodato) wrote into these
provinces to order responsions to be sent from thence; and
that in 1464 visitors were sent thither to keep up a proper de-
gree of regular and military discipline.

Independently of the dignified offices to which the mem-
bers of the order were elevated in the above-mentioned man-
ner, there were other posts and employments which we shall
proceed to enumerate, together with the persons who nomin-
ated to them.

The grand-master had a right to appoint his own lieuten-
ant, and after having named him, he acquainted the council
with his choice, though neither its approbation nor consent
was requisite on the occasion. He likewise named the sene-
schal of his household, who, on entering this office, received a

brief from the pope, to enable him to enjoy it for life.
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he vice-chancellor was appointed by the grand-chancel-

lor, the secretary of the treasury by the f,_l'[':iI'H'-I‘[]il.‘ilt‘l', and the

master equerry by the grand-marshal. The erant of each of

these three posts was confirmed by the complete council, and
was for life.

I'he following officers were chosen by the grand-master :

The cavalerizze, or master of the horse.

The receiver of the grand-master’s revenue:

The steward of the househaold,

The grand-master’s solicitor of the treasury.

The ‘__"t'.-III.I.;-:'}]:'H'Il!u_'l']:_.‘i:’l.

The .|-.'l-'.'."._'-. -steward of the houschold.

The sub-cavalerizze, or first centleman of the lhiorse.

The falconer.

The captain of the guards.

Three auditors,

The almoner and four chaplains.

Four chamberlains.

Four secretaries, for the Latin, French, Ttalian, and Spanish E;m;}_;,ugg_--_.__
The secretary, or intendant of the revenues of the principality.
The credencier, or clerk of the kitchen.

The garde-manger, or keeper of the pantry.

The !\J_'J_-I‘u_'r of the wardrobe,

CovnsErLLors of fe CoMPLETE CouNcilL.

Fourteen counsellors taken from seven *
e ilis lanioriace ?I‘I:lmi‘ﬂ by the languages, and ap-
e langoages . - 3 " e

2 e wroved by the council,

Eight auditors of the treasury accounts i proved by (

Two solicitors of the treasury, both of whom were knights, with the grand
eross. They were named by the grand-master, and approved by the
ecouncil.

1 i 1 artiele F o 5 ]

The conventual conservator, already mentioned in the article of conventual
bailiffs,
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The controller of the conservatory, in the pift of the erand-master and council

The castellain of the castellany. This office commeneed on the 15t of May.,

and continued two vears.

Two solicitors for the prisoners, the poor, the widows and orphans ; one of

whom was a ki and the other a priest, who was either a chaplain or 2
brother of obedience.
The protector of the monaste y St )
. il l1"|”|||':|1' CIrO55.
Ursula . : . - 5 P 5
Two J.'.'.".'l':."nu'r!l'.'.?.‘?'.'?"'-,_ ar con -.||'-.|"|_"\ L'l .
. a grand cross and a knight,
the church - - . - i
Three commissariesfor the hmnl"h‘-_“_*,’i',!'-i . ﬂ'l':l[1-:1l CTOEERS,

Two commissaries for dispensine alms . 2 erand cross and a knicht.
| i i} o

I'wo commissaries for sick poor women . knights. :
T Vi rotectors {'I.. the ciabtecliumens -
I'wo pa | f tl I
a erand cross and a knight, I
and the new convents . .
Chree commissaries of redemption, i o grand cross and two knights. 1
the gift of the srand-master .
{d knight of the language of France,
he overseer of the infirmary in the presentation of the grand- 1
1 o i (=

} |I!:|‘-'u1.l.ﬁi_ll.!.l.'|'.

The prior and -~n]|-[:r|-1r of the infirm- : -
appointed by the grand- hospitaller.

ary . : ‘ . 1
it “ Approved by the grand-master and
I'he scribe ; 4 . ‘ . il
: : council.
The armeourier, or press 5-.1'I.'|rl:'l' : T
Two prud’hommes, or controllers of 9 two knights named by the grand-ma- T
the infirmary . = . . 5 BUET, and ﬁ]!-priﬂ't'll ];_}' the council.

i . i . four grand crosses from the four na- Tl
Four commissaries of war and fortifi- 2 Sy
tions of France, Spain, Italy, and

cations : . . ' . 2 : 4
Germany. Th

Four commissaries of the congrega- . - % o :
- ! four knights of the four nations,

tion of galleys . : ‘
Two commissaries for regulating 1|"~ E grand crosses,
caravans . ! ‘ : i .
Four commissaries for naval armaments . three grand crosses and a knight. .
A president and four commissaries lﬂl‘l ‘ ; The
the congregation of vessels belong- »4 grand cross and four knights. T
e to the four nations ﬁ Th
J
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Two commissioners of the chest for the yrd
a grand cross and a knicht,

Bagrs . » . - . B

Three commissioners for the novices in :
s o a grand cross and two knights,
the different languages : :

Two commissioners for the effects l’|'2 kniohts

the deceased ! : :

T'wo commissioners for the slaves® prison . knights.

The governor of the slaves' prison
a
- ¢  prand-master.

=]
Two commissioners of the mint « .« grand crosses.

Four commissioners of the nobles . . four L‘IH:_{JJL\ of the four nations,
Three commissioners of agreements . knights,

— = a knight named by the grand-com-
I'he governor of the store-hounses . : o
mander,
Two prud’hommes, or controllers n!'? _
the stores j Lm"':‘lllﬁ'

Two commmissioners of houses

« + knights,

Cknights: but when infectious die

tempers were :Jl!l[.ll:":'ljl.'rll.EL'l.l_, four

: z grand crosses were joined in the
othee,

Two commissioners of health

The commander of the artillery 2 knight, appointed by the grand-

commander.

Two controllers of the artillery . . knights,

- : ; Iy { knights named by the grand-ma-
I'wo commissioners of the soldiery . 2 - :
. ster,

The fiscal or attorney . : + .« generally a brother of obedience.

a serving brother, appointed by the

The deputy master equerry grand-master, who acquainted the

council with his nomination.

The porter of La Valetta g 1 serving brother, in the gift of the
. : e I A ALCLEEE 1 -

f'J'.l:a-:J- mister,

; knight named by the or l-com-
The governor of the arsenal . L : Y the grand-com

n:;lllrh-r',
The controller of the arsenal . - & knight presented by the admiral.
The vest ry I'n"l.'lili'l' . .

The Ju'."tJL'I of 1ih' f'-'lll.{”'\.':‘ for |Hul|||.1 1||-I.l F 1ns ap I“"'“l“- by the

Ao )
i | AT Ty f ' s 1 1
John's church . . J grand-commander,

The belfrey keeper

¢ a serving brother, appointed by the
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The general of the galley, who made choice of the admiral’s gal]e}f,aud pre=

sented it to the council. W
A captain and patron for each galley. i

The reveditor, or inspector of the galleys.
The commodore of the men-of-war. (0
A captain to each ship, with several subaltern officers. th

The proveditor of the men-of-war.
GOVERNORS o
Of Goza - ; Hn'

St. Angelo i a
St Elmo et

governments in the gift of the grand-master.

Ricasoli . . ‘ ¢
the T'own : . J
the isle of La 5;[1;;_::]._-

The eaptains of the cily La Valetta

The seven captains of the hamlets or

villages ' - . - ; in the gift of the grand-master. af
The captain of the S
Boschetto }“ Ey g yther 3
The three judges of appeals, cri.m]nu]% lawyers and doctors of the civil law, el
and civil causes , - ; = named by the council,
TEl
Dignificd Offices without the Convent. I
The order always sent ambassadors to the four following courts Ll
Rome, - those to France and Spain were knights wearing the ;
Vienna, . grand cross; but knights with only the little Cross were Sl
Piris, and . S frequently sent to Rome. These embassies were for Teg
Madrid ; three years, but that time was often prolonged.

kni

these were changed every three years, and

A recewver for each priory -

siaish SRR PRI L presented to the council by the treasury. 11

2 : : presented and changed in the same manner as ;
A solicitor for each priory : thi
X the receivers, =
The grand-master was the general patron of all the above-mentioned Wit
offices, the particular ones of which have not'been named. This prince, how- i
L '|_-|::

ever, was obliged to acquaint the council with his choice, and that assembly

had the right of admission or rejection.
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The above were nearly all the dignities and employments
which the order had to bestow : and the gmnd-mush:r.a]:iE; was
the highest degree of eminence to which a knight of justice
could possibly pretend. The ceremony of his election, and
the amount of his revenue, were as follow :—

Immediately after the death of a grand-master, the seal
of his office was broken by order of council, and a lieutenant
appointed to act as chief of the knights, who, jointly with the
council, managed the affairs of government, but without the
])rivilv_g:u of making grants, bestowing favours, or recelving any
benefit from the revenue of the grand-mastership.

The corpse of the deceased was carried on the second day
after his death ito the great hall of the palace, and placed on
a catafalque. To the right was a table covered with black
cloth, on which was laid a complete suit of armour, and his
remains were interred the same m'ening with great funeral
pomp. Whilst the grand-mastership continued vacant, the
conventual conservator was suspended from his office, and the
same day three knights of different nations were appointed to
receive whatsoever sums were owing to the treasury from the
knights who purposed voting at the election. A list was then
made of all who were competent to give in their votes, and
this was fixed on the door of the church of St. John, together
with the names of such knights as, remaining still in debt to
the treasury, were incapacitated from voting for the time.

No one was entitled to vote at the clection of a grand-
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master unless he had been received as knight of justice, was
arrived at the age of eighteen years, had resided three years in
the convent, made three caravans, and was not indebted more
than ten crowns to the common treasury. Though the brother
chaplains (provided they were priests), and the serving brothers
of arms, were permitted to give their votes in the different
languages into which they had been received, this circumstance
did not entitle them in future to the smallest share in the go-
vernment ; but the Maltese who, in virtue of a particular dis-
pensation from the pope, had been received into any of the
languages, were not allowed to vote on this occasion, and still
less to be candidates for such dignity. This general exclusion
was probably intended to prevent the ill consequences of having
a Maltese grard-master, who would most likely have been
tempted to make every effort to place the sovereignty of the
island permanently in the hands of his countrymen,

The third day after the grand-master’s decease was always
fixed upon for proceeding to the election of his successor : and
this important affair was never delayed for a areater ‘length of
time, to prevent all canvassing and caballing, and also to avoid
some certain pretensions of the court of Rome, where it was
an established maxim, that whilst this post remained vacant
the pope had a right to prevent the nomination of any par-
ticular grand-master: it was therefore on the third day that,
after the celebration of a solemn mass of the Holy Ghost in the

church of St, John, the whole convent assembled in that place.
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The eight languages which composed the body of tl

Lie order
retired into their respective chapels, except, indeed, that from
which the lieutenant of the mastership had been chosen, which
remained in the nave of the church. Each of these languages
named three electors from among the knights, who were to
vote for the whole: consequently the number amounted to
twenty-tour.

The members of the order, assembled in their different
chapels, wrote down, according to seniority, the name of the
knight whom they had chosen first or chief of three electors in
their language ; and, to prove that he was properly elected, they
were obliged to sign their own names at the bottom of the
ticket, and seal it with the signet of their language.

When those who were entitled to votes in a language had
given them in the above-mentioned manner, the solicitor took
the billets or tickets, and counted them over in the presence of
the whole language. This was done to examine whether their
number agreed with that of the votes: if not. they were im-
mediately burned, and fresh ones taken till there were exactly
as many billets as voters. If, on the contrary, every thing
was found to be in due order, the solicitor and the seniors of
the language opened the billets at the place where the first
elector’'s name was written: after which, the votes in favour of
the other knights competitors for this distinction were counted :
and if not one among them had a clear quarter part of the

ballots of his language, the voting was begun again, and con-
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tinued till one of the knights was found to be properly quali-
fied. 'The knight thus chosen then took the oath ordained in
the statutes to the licutenant of the mastership, and went into
the conclave. The balloting for the two other electors next
took place, and they were likewise chosen by the majority of
votes: it, however, generally happened that all the three
¢lectors were named at the first ballot.

A clear quarter part of the votes in a language implied
a number which was rather more than a fourth part of the
members who composed the said language ; or, in other words,
which was not contained four times in the number of voters.
The clear quarter part of nine was therefore three; of thirteen,
four; and of seventeen, five, &c. Whenever the votes hap-
pened to equal the clear quarter part, the senior carried it, and
the three clectors proceeded to take their seats as such in the
conclave. Should the lieutenant of the mastership be chosen
by his language for one of the above-mentioned electors, the
council of state immediately named another to supply his
place, that the government might not remain a moment with-
out a proper superior.

The electors of the respective languages then assembled
in the conclave to the number of twenty-four, who were all
knights of justice or grand-crosses: the bishop of Malta and
the prior of the church were indeed allowed to be of the num-
ber, the dignity of their different offices being admitted, in

wheir particular case, as an equivalent for noble extraction.—
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The twently-four electors having taken the oaths to the lieu-

tenant of the mastership, chose a president for the election,

and this nomination abolished the office of licutenant. The

triumvirate was afterwards chosen - consisting of a knight, a

chaplain (who was a priest), and a serving brother, whom the
original twenty-four electors invested with the power of elec-

tion, and then retired from the conclave.
The triumvirate, after having taken the oaths, went

into the chamber of the conclave, and made choice be-

tween themselves of a fourth elector, who, Jomed with the
other three, elected a fifth, and so on till they had chosen
thirteen, who with the three original ones made altogether
sixteen in number, that is, two for each language. The pre-
eminence of the languages was not attended to in the choice
of the triumvirate, and the first five clectors chosen by it ; but
that was not the case with regard to the other eight, who were
nominated according to the rank of their respective languages.

If the triumvirate disagreed in the choice of the fourth
elector, and came to no determination before one hour was
elapsed, they were each obliged to name one person ; and these
three were balloted for by the first twenty-four electors, who
made their scrutiny in the vestry on this occasion, when the
choice was determined in favour of him who had the majority
of votes; but if the votes were equal, the senior knight was
elected. The thirteen new electors took the usual oath to the
president of the election, each in his turn, and were afterwards

YOIL. I. 00
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joined to the triumvirate; when one or more candidates were
balloted for among themselves, and he who had the majority
was elected grand-master; but when the votes were equally
divided, the knight of the election had the ecasting vote,
Strange as this extraordinary mode of proceeding may appear
to the reader, the knights had certainly great reason to adopt
it, since this continual change of electors prevented any pri-
vate measures which might have been taken by different per-
sons on so important an occasion, the election entirely depend-
1.5___- on the choice of those who were indebted to chance alone
for the power of voting. All cabals and intrigues were thus
rendered entirely useless, and this noble republic had an op-
portunity of gratifying all the members of the order, each of
whom flattered himself with having had a particular share in
the election of the gt'am]-l]nlﬂl{‘r.

The ballot being over, the triumvirate quitted the last thir-

teen clectors, and went towards the balustrade of the gallery

5

of the great door, where the knight of the election, having the

chaplain on his right and the serving brother on his left, de-
manded three times of the members of the order assembled in
the church whether they were disposed to ratify the election
of the grand-master who had just been chosen; and on the
whole assembly declaring its approbation, the knight of the
election proclaimed the grand-master in a loud voice *.

* At the election of a doge of Venice, all the nobles who had passed the age of thirty years
assembled in St Mark's Place, and put as many balls into a vase as there were noblemen pre-

ent. Thirty of these balls were gilt, and these to whose lot they fell put in nine of the
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If the newly-elected prince happened to be present, he im-
mediately took his place under the canopy, and having taken the
oaths to the prior of the church, Te Deum was sung; after which
he received homage from all the members ot the order, and

was carried in triumph to his palace. The treasury, on the

il}ll:_nrinf.l' day, presented three ecrowns to cach member of

the order, whether NOVICEs oOr professed. 'This was done to
prevent the egrand-master’s house from being pi[l:!:_w-d; and
a day or two afterwards, the complete council put him in pos-
session of the sovereignty of Malta and Goza. He therefore
had not only a military and regular superiority over all the
members of his order, but sovereign power and all regal rights
over his subjects, the laity : this power was, however, in some
degree restricted.

In former times the revenue of the grand-master was very
it‘ti.‘ﬂ]lhit]l‘l'uh]v. but it has since been Hlll]il'j'.".i.':||‘~' encreased to
enable him to support his princely dignity in a proper man-
ner. This revenue might properly be divided into two parts,
the one arising from the principality, and the other the in-

come annexed to the grand-mastership.

gilded ones among twenty-one white balls; and this th y did

The nine nobles who drew the gilded 5 e fort thiers

they were allowed to name themselves of the number. These fort

lot to twelve, who chose twenty-five, the first among them nam
others two. The twenty-five again drew lots, and were reduced to nine
each, making in the whole forty-five, who cast lots once more, a

who, in the last place, made choice of forty-one, and these cled

election was confirmed by the great council, otherwi

and continued till forty-gne more were elected.
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The first consisted of custom-house duties, :ummnlin_g to
nearly a hundred thousand Maltese crowns, of assizes, duties
on salt, title deeds of demesnes, farms, houses, gardens, and
fines for alienation, making altogether another hundred thou-
sand crowns ; duties paid by the admiralty at the rate of ten
per cent on all prizes, mulets, and confiscations ; the whole
amounting to about two hundred thousand crowns.

The second consisted of six thousand crowns annually paid
by the treasury for the support of the grand-master’s table,
with two hundred for keeping his palace and country-house
in proper repair: a very moderate sum in proportion to the
dignity of his office, but it serves to shew the economy and
sobrietv of the time when such regulations were made.

The grand-master received an annat for all the command-
eries by favour, which the different princes bestowed once in
five years. Ie had also the perpetual enjoyment of a com-
mandery in every priory. This was called the magisterial
chamber, from being annexed to the mastership, and he had
the privilege of appointing a person to govern it in his name.
The choice of the governor being left entirely to the prince,

it sometimes h:11:|wm:-¢l that it was bestowed on a novice.

Whenever the grand-master appointed a knight to one of

these commanderies, he not only received two annates, but
was likewise at liberty to reserve a pension for himself; the
knight, however, was dispensed from paying either the mor-

tuary or vacancy fees.
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The whole amount of the grand-master’s revenue, accord- R
ing to the above calculation, might be estimated in general at
rather above four hundred thousand crowns, making about
forty thousand pounds sterling.

. The tiles given by the kings of England and France to
the grand-master have been already mentioned, as well as those
bestowed on the order. The following is that given him in all
public acts.

Dei Gratia, Domus Hospitalis Sancti Joannis I Lierosolimi-
tani, Militaris Ordinis Sancti Sepuleri Dominici, et Ordinis Sancti
Antonie Viennensis Magister Humilis, Pauperumque Jesu Christi
Custos.

Letters were addressed to the grand-master in the follow-
ing terms: Alla Sua Altezza Eminentissima il Gran-Maestro
Fra. N.

All the acts passed in the convent styled him Eminentissi-

mo e reverendissimo Signor Gran-Maestro, Fra. N.
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LisT of the MAGISTERIAL COMMANDERIES which formed g

Part of the GRAND-MASTER's Revenue.

Mames of the Languages. Priories. Commanderiss,
~ riles Yoapicran
Provence q 5t Giles » i . I LI""._-I S
¢ Toulouse . « « . Puysubran.
AUVEXENE . o Ao e = + « DeSsalins.

Hainaule.
Priory of France . . i
Picton.

France . -, 2(

Cl hampagne ¢+ o o+ Metz,

\quitaine . . . . Temple of La Rochelle.
l,nrnhiu‘d}' + o . .+ Inverno.

Rome * « + « + Mugnano.

Yedica™ 00 01 et e 'I'L'~_:»'i_w'r|.

Pisa , « Prato,

l

]

.{I'

ST R S Ciciano,

Y e

‘ Barlstta .. Jhong g Brindisi.

[0 Maruggio,

plessma . L . . o Politize.
Castellan d'Emposta . Aljaera.

Arragon « . < Catalonia » ="« . Masden:

}.\..'-'-Z;I':':: F Galchelas.
Fngland . . { England , . . , |, Pescens.
Ireland TR,
Slofiaut 5 {..';'HI'IH;i..‘r_'l." v % e o Prgx.
: { Bohemia . <« & .. . Wiadislavia,
Castille . . g Castilles, &, o, I’'Olmos & del Viso,
Portugal, or Crato . Villacova,
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CHAP VI

On the Finances of the Order. Ceneral Observations on the Science of
Finance. Meaning of Deficit. € Jrigin of Loans. Venerable Chamber

(.’,"'l the common i :"r'.'!-'~'-"-'-'",",-" ;in what .']'J'r.u.w:'r f'm.n’,f:r; sed o ils f'lg'.fr.‘t'.".f'ra,'r'.x' -

/f.-"J‘.r.-'r.:'_{'t Hent :,_,"' the Acce wnts ; reneral Re 'r'a'-l.l','e" : ff..'l.fs:"rr.r.-'m".fm.' af the
Articles which compose it. The annual I roduce, on an Averase of
ten Years. Contingent of each Language. Income of different Foun-
dations fallen into the [reasury ; their Amount, and how employed.
Eaplanation of the Articles which Jorm the general Expences of the
Ovrder ; their annual Amount, on an Average of ten Years, A Com-
parison between the Balance of the Treasury in April, 1779, and
April, 1789. A Table of Receipts and Evpences.

TII E science of finance was never carried to s0 high a point
of perfection, nor studied with so much attention, as in the
last century. The expences of all the different powers ex-
ceeding their revenues, it was necessary to devise some method
to supply the void in the sovercign’s coffers. This void is
termed deficit ; and those ministers who were most skilled in
the art of procuring money were regarded as the most able,
and the only ones, indeed, whom a prince was desirous of re-
taining in his service. This necessity gave rise to what is
alled the science of finance ; the knowledge of which raises a
nation to the height of glory, while ignorance of it plunges it
mto an abyss of misery.

Such repeated want of money made it necessary to borrow,

by way of loan ; consequently, to establish a certain degree of
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credit : whence arose the obligation of giving in accounts,
and the estimation in which a government was held by the
other European powers.

Since, then, in the present order of things, the real so-
lidity of a state can only be judged of by a knowledge of its
finances, I may surely be excused for giving the following par-
ticulars relative to those of Malta, since they cannot fail of
impressing the reader with a most favourable idea of the wis-
dom of the administration and the excellence of the govern-
ment.

The venerable chamber of the treasury might justly be
considered as the general office for the finances of the order,
since every thing relative to the receipts and expences of the
government was considered in that meeting. The administra-
tors frequently published a statement of the accounts, and the
balance resulting. The table of the revenues which composed
it, together with the manner of employing them, will su fliciently
prove that the affairs of Malta were as complicated as those
of the most powerful governments.

The property of the order being dispersed throughout the
different Catholic countries in Europe, made the exact estima-
tion and collection of the revenues difficult and embarrassing.
It was therefore absolutely necessary to have separate coffers,
and every priory had one for its own particular use. The
money deposited therein was afterwards removed to others

established in twenty-nine towns, selected for that purpose Of
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account of their commodions situation. Those who

chareged with the management of these coffers were termed
receivers, and the money paid in was called receipts, 'The t
sury, having no other means of receiving this money but by
bills of exchange, was under the necessity of acting as a ve-
neral banker. This bank had a correspondence w hich extended
from Cadiz to Warsaw, and even of late to Petersbure. The
exchange varied so frequently, that an exact statement of

the receipt and expenditure was often attended with m
[Hﬂit'nfl}'.

uch

Most of the articles in which the finances of Malta con-

sisted having preserved their ancient names, which were pecu-
liar to the order alone, I have explained every particular in
such a manner as to give a clear and exact 1dea of the whole.

But I think it necessary, in the first place, to make the reader
acquainted with the composition and functions of the different
chambers or offices which formed the general administration
of the treasury of the order.

The venerable chamber of the common treasury, properly
so called, was composed of a president, three procurators (one

of whom was for the grand-master), the conventual conservator,
two auditors of accounts, and two secretaries. A commission
of four knights, decorated with the grand cross, was added on
particular occasions. When this assembly took the name of
accountant’s-office, the grand-treasurer and an auditor of ac-

YOT. I, g
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counts from each language were joined to the above-men-
tioned members.

This accountant’s office was likewise erected into a tri-
bunal of justice: and at these times two lawyers were allowed
to plead ; the one for the office, and the other for the parties
concerned.

The grand-commander, or, in his absence, his lieutenant,
was perpetual president, in right of his office, of the common
treasury, together with all the chambers and commissions ap-
pertaining thereto. This first dignity in the order had great
prerogatives, among which, the most impm‘l'mlt was the power
of breaking up the sittings in which he presided. If the sub-
ject treated in the chamber of the treasury met with his disap-
probation, he needed only retire, to stop all further delibera-
tion. His lieutenant, when he acted for him, enjoyed the
same privileges.

The two procurators were placed next the president, and
were always grand crosses of different nations, named by the
grand-master and council for the space of five years, after
which it was necessary that they should be confirmed in their
office a second time. Only one of the procurators was
changed, because 1t was necessary to retain a person perfectly
acquainted with the course of affairs. The grand-master’s pro-
curator came next: he too was generally a grand cross, and

chosen by the superior, who presented him to the council,
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which had the right of acceptance or refusal. 1ts approbation,
indeed, was equally necessary for -him as for the others; though
his principal office was to attend, in behalf of the grand-
master, to the distribution of the revenue, with which, in his
capacity, it was greatly his interest to he perfectly well ac-
quainted. The conventual conservator preceded the grand-
master’s procurator: he had a vote in all the different cham-
bers, and was chief of the conservatory, in which all the money
and valuable effects in the treasury were kept. This office was
triennial, and all the languages were equally competent to the
holding it. The conventual conservators paid all the drafts
granted by the chamber of the treasury, which of itself could
not give out an assignment for more than the value of five
hundred Maltese crowns. Whenever there was question of a
more considerable sum, recourse was had to the council, which
expedited the affair in the court of chancery.

The conservator gave in his accounts to the treasury every
three months, and produced a register with the assignments for
all the different payments he had made. Every thing of this
sort being dispatched in the chamber of the treasury and en-
tered in a book, the proof was easy. The moment an assign-
ment was compared with the account taken in the above-
mentioned book, and found just, it was torn in half, filed in
proper order, and remained as a voucher.

The two auditors of accounts were chosen by lot from
in the ac-

among those appointed by each language to assist
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counts of the treasury, and it was necessary they should be of

different nations. 'They had each a vote, and might be re-
garded as inspectors for all the Iungfmgm of every llling whick
passed in the chamber.

The secretary of the treasury was, properly speaking, only
a first clerk; his office was, however, a very important one,
and required great exactness. This place was in the nomina-
tion of the erand-master and council : it nz]gi:t be bestowed on
a Maltese, and no person could be dismissed from this office
without either being |:i'r:u:_:;|1|: to trial or appointed to another
place, of which he had the choice. He had only a consulting

vote 1n the different chambers of the treasury: his office con-

sisted in balancing and concluding the accounts, in presence of

the two auditors: in giving, and seeing to the payment of, all
bills of" exchanege ; in short, in attending to all affairs relative
to the management and security of the finances.

There were some ocecasions when a commission of four

grand-crosses might be added to the usual members of the cham-

ber: for instance, when there was question of economy. or of

making reforms in financial affairs. These grand-crosses were
always of different nations, and only named for a limited time,
which was fixed by the grand-master and council. The orand
commander constantly presided in this commission.

The grand treasurer, or his lieutenant, had the right of

ing present when the accounts were given in to the com-

mon treasury : formerly, indeed, he was always included in the

thy
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number of conventual bailiffs, and the coffers of the order were
entrusted to his care ; but this function having been afterwards
transferred to the conventual conservator, and the bailiwice
being annexed to the language of Germany, the charge of
rand-treasurer remained a capitular bailiwic attached to the
French language. The grand-treasurer took his seat in the
accountant’s ofiice according to his rank as grand-cross, though
always after the grand commander.

Every different ladguage made choice of an auditor of
accounts ; and having named one to that office, immediately
appointed another to supply his place in case of necessity,
These auditors were obliged to be presented by the languages
to the council, which Lad the L‘J'_t_;h! of "f-'r““i]”L" them. an
event however which scarcely ever happened ; but if it did,
the language to which the auditor belonged was under the
necessity of making another choice. If they were appointed
by the council, they instantly took the requisite oaths before
the grand-master. The most ancient of these auditors, viz. he
who h{‘imlgvﬂ to the language of Provence, assembled his
colleagues every vyear, and they drew lots for the particular
functions they were to exercise. Two of the number, as has
been already observed, were attached to the service of the
ordinary chamber, and the others to the storehouses, to revising
the accounts, &e. &ec.; but two of the same nation were not
pm‘miil':rd to act T.nf_];vtlu't‘.

All the members of the order, charged with the manage-
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ment of any part of the finances, of whatsoever nature, were
under the control of the venerable chamber of the treasury,
to which they were obliged to give in their accounts,

Whenever this chamber was employed as a hall of justice,
two languages were admitted; the one on the side of the
chamber, and the other on that of the parties concerned.
These entered into the merits of the cause, in presence of
the whole assembly of members, and answered whatsoever
questions any individual chose to put to them. They after-
wards retired, the tribunal deliberated on the affair, and passed
sentence accordingly. The parties were at liberty to appeal
to the ordinary council of the order, and afterwards to the
complete council.

Every priory had a receiver’s office, and a separate re-
ceiver appointed by the grand-master and council, who acted
immediately under the orders of the chamber of the treasury,
with which he corresponded, at least every month; when he
sent a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the said
month, and a general account was taken at the end of each
year. This was revised by the secretary of the treasury, who
likewise pres .nted it to the accountant’s office, but not till it
had been verified by four commissioners, when the said office
admitted or rejected it at pleasure.

Nothing could possibly be more admirable than the at-
tention paid to prevent the abuses which generally creep into

the administration of the finances, in almost all governments ;
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but here the superior had only one representative, and even
he could not be admitted without the approbation of the
council.

‘The different languages had likewise theirs, and no more
than one member of each nation was ever admitted into a
private commission. No person could of himself dispose of a
single farthing, and even the drafts given out by the chamber
of the treasury were limited, and might not exceed the trifling
sum of five hundred erowns.

The following tables of the receipts and expenditure of
the order, during the course of ten years, will clearly prove that
the skill displayed in the administration of the finances, to pre-
vent the public money being improperly distributed or wasted,
was equally great in discovering the proper methods to be
employed, and in making a just and pradent subdivision of

the whole.
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TABLE L 3

GENERAL RECEIPT. ’

ARTICLE [.

Annoal Receipt, on an average of ten years,
from 17935 to 1788, inclusive,

I"\---l_l_:— e e e i
Maltese Maoney. English Money.
Crowns, 1. (1. L. i f
fie SPONSIONS. :
THESE were o seneral tax assessed upon all
the dignitics and commanderies of the order. 4
This appears to have been first levied tow ards the _l'r'"
thirteenth century, and has since varied according b
to circumstances.  The |:-|'<]L'r.', in a oeneral :']mij- Lik
ter, had the power of compelling the commanders e |
to pay into the common treasury the quarter, and the
even the half, of their income, and this at plea- Thi
sure : it had likewise the sole authority both to of tl
impose and to reculate these taxes,
last responsions paid in the last oeneral
¢ :|.|}.|-. r, held in 1775, ought to have amounted to
the sum of 500,000 crowns ® = but on 2 represent-
ation being made by the German language, a
diminution was granted, and reduced the respor-
slons to 467,757 - - ‘ : ] 475,207 4 & $7,520 14 &1 Iy
This tax was afterwards encreased by the resti- L
tution of the |r|"l->|'_".' in Poland, and the creation e
of that in Bavaria. o iy
The responsions from Poland were received for b
the first time in 1752, and |=rmf|:u_—r’< 6000 crowns ik
* A Maltese crown contains twelve taring and twe nty Maltese graing. A crown is worth o
two English shillings, and a tarin two pence. ; [}
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Annual Receipty on an average of ten years,
from 1779 to 1788, '

e 3, -t

i . A ! - Maltese Money, English Momey.
a-year. They might indeed afterwards have croum o g {

L
been encreased to 1,500,
Those from Bava

ria, which during the lives of
the first commanderies were only to pay 2L per
cent for each commandery, would immediately
after their deaths have paid at the rate of 10 per
cent, whichwould have brought in a sum of 15,170
Crowns,

ArTIicLE 1.
Mortuary and Facancy.

The revenue of all vacant commande: ics be-
|:u|;_1(|_-|| to I.EI'.' I!i'l.‘u.‘-iLll'_'I.' Ill'("lll lEh_‘ moment I.III ||4._~_
commander's decease to the 1st of May follow-
ing®, and this was termed the year of the mortuary.
Likewise the whole of the next twelvemonth. call- |
ed the year of the vacancy. For some time past
the revenue of two Years was constantly paid in.
This Lit'.[_'.' was first established towards the middle

of the fourteenth century. : ; . « 214,72

e
=
-
[* 8
=l
13
)

ArnticrLE I,
Jr’f."'l-\'l'."_"ll',

The passagre was a fee |'|:|i:| to the treasury EJ_I.,'
all those who were ;l.rhll'tr[rﬂ into the order,

It was of two kinds, viz. the minority passage,
and the majority passage. The first was paid by
those who entered the order in their infant vears,
and took rise originally in the yvear 1631. This
fee was fixed at 560 Spanish pistoles for the

knights, and 288 both for conventual chaplains

. 3 - T i kin tha o " Alaw + b & -
* The year was reckoned oy the treasury to commence always on the 1st of May ; it con
» 40th of .1,:-. il.

sequently ended on the followin

i
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and serving brothers of arms. The Spanish
pistole is valued at the rate of eight crowns five

-ains Maltese money.

There were two majorily passages, the fees ol
which were equal. The first was that of the
pages, who entered at twelve vears old as page to
the grand-master, and quitted that service at fif-
teen, ‘The second was what might 1:1'|_|]u"|'|._';' be

termed majority passage, and included all knights

received after the . of sixteen, The fees were

125 pistoles; 100 for the chaplains, 115 for the
servants of arms, and 33 for the donats or bro-
r|u-|'l-: who were usnally l.'il.ll:ch-_'-.':'tl in the sery ice

of the inns. . . > - . . .

ArTicLE IV
Spoils,

The spoils consisted in the produce of all the
effects of a professed knight at his decease, with the
exception indeed of the guint or fifth part, which,
with the permission of the grand-master, he was

at liberty to dispose of at pleasure. - -

ARTICLE V.
J”]'q'.-'-'-' I 4 Jf rerid irf'.~.

Each grand-priory having the privilege of
naming to a commandery every five years, the
lin];};l.w who were ;|*||]*.uin‘.l.:¢_| to this dicmty ]l:Li:’I
the first _'u'q".l"-- revenue of their commanderies
into the treasury; and this was termed priory

i -'.'.i'i‘u.". - = & . [ [

Annual Receipt, on an average of ten years

rom 1779 to 1768,

B —
S —

Maltesz Money. English Money
Crowhs. T. & 4

203,344 8 8 ., 20,338 9

247,65 011 23,755 0
4,774 8§ 8 £77 9

0

L




s
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Annual Receipt, on an avetage of ten years, i
from 15979 ta 1758, A
L 3 o
Maltese Money, English Money.

, gz i T I O ) _ 5 d
ArTicLE VI Crowms £

Priory Presents.

The statutes ordained that each priory should
present an offering to the conventual church of
St. John once during the time it was held by the
same person. This present was fixed at fifty
Spanish pistoles from the priories of the first or-
der, and forty from the second, and might be
paid either in kind or in specie. Most of them
preferred the latter method, by which means the
church was deprived of the advantage of these of-
ferings, and the money paid into the coffers of the
treasary. . ; . P ‘ ‘ ‘ §03 215 . 30 6 &

ARTicLE VIL
Presents,

All gifts paid into the treasury at different
times by the knights were comprised in this ar-
ticle, . - - - - - - : 1,465 8 1 . 146 11 4

ArTIicLE VIIL
Timber.

All the forest trees of a large size in the differ.
ent commanderies of the order belonged to the
treasury ; and the revenue of this article consisted
in the sale of such timber, which was almast en-
tirely cut down in the commanderies situated in
France. This resource was formerly very consi-
derable, but was beginning to fail for some years
past. , - - . : : : . AT982 11 3 . 4198 5 11

ArTicLE IX.
Renounced Pensions,
All pensions being subject to the mortuary

and vacancy duties of the commanderies and

=L

—-—
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Annual Reteipt, on an average of ten years,
from 1779 to 1788,

| S e J

Maltefe ?‘.]one:r_ English Maney,

Crouwms. T. @. L. L i
other dignities on which t?;i-_'l.' were }':.l;]p{-[l, the ;
persons possessed of them suffered great inconve-
nience whilst these vacancies lasted ; and as 1_hn_1.'
happened very frequently, the last general chap-
ter, in consideration of the said inconvenience,
permitted the pensions to be renounced in fa-
vour of the treasury ; which, after |'L-'g;|i||i||:_y ten L

per cent, ilf_'_t't'x'lt Lo pay the remainder ;llnﬂl:]“_ﬁ.'
to the i.ll'[I'ii.'..'IIl.'I'1 and that without interruption 1
either from vacancies or ATy other canse whatso=
EVET. Illll'l.'w |.Zl.'||!'|]|-!l‘5i|'i_{'||| o 'i'lll_'. n:']n;-;||'.|_-.;§ [h..' i]l'-“_
sions from all the above mortuary duties, &c. but
Lkewise from any ”""—'~]':—'~l"""' of which the com-

manders might be guilty in the regular payment

ui" 1|||'III. ’l.ll'la |\i|||i (0] n;'\||||]||:|'\-\.i1:|r:.'|| ||;';|.[5 |||!-',k';"‘.'1'|"
. . - ¥ T
'!J-I"{'II <':='?ilt':'~|lL'-Z| ol .I<i'|l' YEAs,. " - - |}I:|l|'-.| 4 8 1 ]'F'l G ‘5' ¢

ARTICLE X.
Renids of diffevent kinds.

I'his article consisted principally in the interest

of all the funds placed hl‘. the members out of the bei
convent, and which belonged to the treasury after flt:.'_
their deaths. It likewise comprised the rent of a e
few houses situated out of the convent, which o iy
were the property of the treasury. : e9.951 1 11 . 28995 9 &
ArtTicLE XL
Different Foundations,

I'hese consisted in divers foundations made h_-l,- c
the members of the order for different purposes,
such as the maintenange of the _:'J||-;'_'-':~. hu-ﬂlln.ﬂ,
Fartifi ations, &c. 3 buot the i||‘.|"|'|,'*-\.T ||:'i.|!l:_" III:-I||"|-|.—
¢lent to answer the end |:rr:Il.u|--.--:|, the annual pro- '

duct was paid into the public coffer, which, on
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Annual Receipt, on an average of ten years,
from 1719 to 1788, '

L == e i
Maltese Money. English Money.
Creeng,. T, G J-" i . | i
that account, engaged itself to make up all defi-
CIENCIES, . E i i - i 5 6,110 ‘T O - gLl Y D
ArTicLE XII.
Fowndations vested in the Treasury.
These comprised the four foundations made by
5 g ¥, 1 | 3 .
Lascaris, Paulo , and Caraffa ; the admi-
nistration of which was entrusted to the treasury.
This property was all situated in the island. . 34,302 5 11 . 3,430 4 103
ArTicLe XIII.
Houses .":c'.’r-'r-',;"n.i,f to the Treasury.
T : TCNLs .l. SEVEeTs 101585, SL0 '1'1||.:l 2C5, A0 ©
I'he rents of several houses, storehouses, and a
oW frardens MIAtAa, a L8] : WL NEre 2 Nro=-
tew gardens in Malta, all of which were the pr
perty of the treasury. : . X . . 4,338 6 0 L 433 0O [ [
ArTicLE XIV.
Jr.r.'.':.:e'."r'."n".'l Dhutees.
The storehouses belonging to the Lazaretto '
being built by the treasury, all the merchandises
lodged in them to perform quarantine paid about
one per cent of the value of the goods, by way
of indemnification for so considerable an expence. 1,311 92 ¢ . 131 3 &

AnticLe XV.
The Pope's Bull, and Printing=-()ffice.
A bull from the pope was granted, and distri-
buted every year®, to permit eggs and butter to
I

be eaten during Lent. The sale of this permis-

* This bull, called the Crurade, was publised in Spain and Portugal, and the money pro-

duced from it was applied to the use of the admiralty, and the fitting out expeditions against the

mfidels.
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Annual J{:{cii-t, an an
from

o sl

Maltese Moncy.

swerage of ten years,
1779 to 1788

———
English Money.

Crotwens, 1 . e I .
sion, together with the product of the printing-
office situated in the grand-master's  palace,
amounted to

2 13 . 1,055 14

3

. . - . . . . 10,52 '

ArTicLE XV
Duties paid by the Nobles.

A trifling duty ordained by the statutes to be
paid by every member of the order, at his recep-
tion, into the treasury, on condition that the
sald treasury should de fray the expences of all
law-suits relative to first receptions till such time

as the sentence of the rota should be pronounced, 440 8 17 4% 1 44

ArTIcLE XVII.
JIr"-H'.'.; LTihTE] l_:‘_.". .."II.-".'I'.'.;"i'.

The order restored to ]ILL'H_\' the Turkish

slaves in its possession on being paid their ran-

som, wlich produced. . : . .

. 16,617 4 I8 . 1,661 14+ 6
ArTIicLe XVIIL
Minting, or coining of .U.-j.ljrl.;.-'_
The order at one time was allowed the 11.]"11.-i_

lege of buying up Spanish pistoles, by which

means they

gained five percent; but since the
q-:ﬂ.'n'l‘ll“u“.'.T encreased 1!:{'i|' k"]||.||.~ to s1x and a
half, the treasury no longer thought it worth while
to convert them into Maltese coins®

. . 2504 2 4 . 250 8 4
ArTicLE XIX.
..IF.I?HL'.'_':'.-'.
I'he treasury op mned a |L:-HL-!'_\' in 1751, which
wias obliged to be shut up before the tickets were

™

The coinage of gold specie was also sometimes very cxpensive.

LT AL

Glates,
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Annual Receipt, on an average o
from 1779 to 178

y T J
Maltese .'\ill:h":\.. English Money
; y Crowns. I G ' 8
all drawn : and the value of the prizes left in the 4
wheel being greater than that of the tickets, the
order gained the sum of . - : A " 2866 T 19 o8RG I3 0
ARTICLE XX,

Interest of Money advanced by the Treasury.

The treasury lent sums of money to the com-
manders, for which they paid interest, and the lan-
guages were security for the payment of the
principal. This loan was vnmly vie particular oc-
casions, when it was judged necessary either to
encrease or preserve the revenue of the com-
manderies. . - . : . - : 6,378 4 0 . 637 16 2

ArTicLE XX
Sale of real Estates.

This article comprises the product of several

real estates, such as honses, ;urth-u.i._. &LC, . 4532 2 o ., 453 4 2
AzticrLe XXII.
Secret Restitutions.,
This article requires no explanation. g 653 14 2 : 65 8§ ¢
ArTicre XXIII.
Flagr Duties.
A duty paid to the treasury by the corsairs who
hoisted the colours of the order on a cruise. - 0 0 O 5 0 O
ArTicre XXIV.
Different Rents.
So many articles of trifling value were com-
prised under this head, that they are not worth
110 3 1 . 11 0 L7

]}i.l._'.':‘l_(_"l,llil1'i.:-'~:i1l:‘_'. . " . . 5 -
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Annual Receipt, on an average of ten years,
from 1779 to 1788, :

LI, v J

Maltese Money, English Money,

Crowns. T. G. £

i
ArTicLe XXV.
Extraordinary Entries.

This article comprised all the sums borrowed

from the treasury in the course of ten years. . 45,842 6 12 . 4,584 50
Annual total of the ordinary receipts, on an

average from 1779 to 1788, inclusive . N,s1&,009 & 12 . 151,529 19 3
Fvtranrdinary vecaipts . ; : : 45,842 6 3. .4,584 50
O ey LR LS Ly T S SR

Total 1,361,141 8 14 . 136,114 4 3

A TABLE of the Swns contributed to the ordiary REcEIPTS by the ConvEnT,

and by each separate Lancuace,

Names of di Common Years, English Meney
g cr. S T 6. LY nood
"Provence 198,914 & &
Friance . "u'.n-!j_un- T1,981 17 I-?- 580,406 1 2 58,040 12 2
France . 309,509 9 1'-_‘
Spain . g"”""‘?"" = ade e "’E 271,456 10 18 27,145 13 6
Castille . 156,398 1 18
Portug: 1,876 2 1¢ ,187 12 6
Ttaly 235,334 1 8 23,533 6 3
40,954 5 8 005 9 0
Anglo-Bavaria 2156 &5 1 215 12 10
6,616 2 4] 6ol 15 H]
36,500 9 10 1,650 11 6
']1Lr‘.'.|.] |,3| 25289 | & G,a2% Q9

[scura

I":'L,I



The following FounnaTions

have amounted every vear to

name they bear ; the third by a Lady from Sienna, named S

HISTORY

never been made, the go

the three others by ditferent Members of the Order.

Namez of the Fc

Foundations,

Manuel

Collover

Incurables

T‘:Lnﬁ;:];w{luu
Lomellini ,

Maradasi

n the Intcrior of the Tsland

R A —
Cr. g

10,500 =

10,800 = 1,080

1.500 = 50
2.500 == 503
G a0 t—s LTV
T = T0

The

:
l

(

S

OF MALTA.

» though under the management of Administratars
entirely independent of the Treasury, might still be consid

its Revenue, because if they had

a sum equal to that produced by the said Foun-
dations : the first two of which were instituted by the Grand-Mast

Mannes

WEre Cmplo

Maintenance of Fort
Manuel, with its
gaATTIS0N,

Maintenance of Fort
Ricasoli, with its
FALTISON.

Maintenance of
Hospital for
Mmens

These

Wore il‘:ll:l'lrlll'.|||'\-'l!

three  sums

to the CXPEnces of
the church of St

John.

g part of

reneral expences would

ers whose

arpl, in 1651 ; and
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_':‘!_N_.Il:

GENERAL EXPENDITURE.

Annual Expenditure, on an average of ten years,
from 1779 to 1788, inclusive.

\ e F
Maltese Money. English Money.
ARTICLE 1. Crownme. T. G. el e
Ambassadors.
['urs article includes their salary, with the par-
ticular gratifications bestowed on them on differ- for san
ent occasions; likewise the pay of the secretaries, the inlh
with some other eXpences attached to their U!iil:l',
which vary every year. ! a - ! . 38,026 T O . 380213 3 oiea 10
i to
ArTIcLE 1I. ptied
J'raie'i'r .'I'. Ers. i \.1[
This article not only relates to the salaries 2 fon
paid to the agents and |;|'.1.'_1, ers belonging to the
receivers’ L-r]'LL:L:.-1 but alse to the wages of the L5 57
secretaries and other inferior persons employed &8 Do
under them ; and to the expences both of the T
office, and journeys taken on account of the ge- v iy
neral aflairs ; together with those necessarily in- i
curred in carrying on different law-suits relative
to the E'_u,_-|]|_-h.| Jr|‘i1.il|'_1___l_".-.~. of the order. . . 66,433 112 . 6,645 6 I

ArTicrE IIL
Conventual Churches.
The salaries of the different persons doing duty
at the churches of St. John, St. Anthony, and the
Conception, together with the yearly repairs of

the said churches, made the expence of this ar-
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ticle. The revenue of the three foundations of
l:'-.i.\-rulm‘qp.t;!, Lomellini, ‘and Maradasi, being em-

ployed in the maintenance and repairs of St.

MALTA.

Maltese Money.

Crou

John'schurch, lessened the expences of the latter. 11,597

ArTicLE IV,
Alnis.
Which includes some trifling sums dispensed
annually to a few convents, such as the Capu-
chins and Cordeliers ;—~the vestments bestowed on

all Christians who, baving groaned in captivity

for some time, had cbtained their liberty from
the infidels, and were passing through Malta on
their return to their own country ;—the money
f_[i'-"-lll to different poor Eu"ulﬂl' for services ren-
dered to the order :—fourteen hundred CrowWns,
granted to the poor at the Floriana, and six hun-
dred salmes of corn;—together with two thou-
sand four hundred and fifty erowns in money,
distributed among the poor of the island by
commissioners appointed for that purpose by
the council. The same commissioners were like-
wise to see that four hundred loaves were oIvel

every tiil\' to a certain number l,_:-f PoOr womel, -

ArTicLE V,
Crrand ffrJ.kI,'J."."m".

The whole of the inhabitants of Malta and
Goza, together with all foreigners without dis-
tinction of country or religion, were admitted
into this hospitals. The sick cost the treasury
from five to six tarins, or one shilling, per day ;
but for some few years past, the expences of the

grand hospital had been augmented. ; .

17,309 11

[

>
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Annual Expendituie, onan average of ten years,
rram 1779 to 1788

e A St
Maltese Money. “nglish Money. ¢
ArTicLE VI, I. @, A & $

Hospital for Women. L2

The ".'-E!II-EI.' revenue |:-j. '!!1._' |-|,_|||i||,|..'|.|i””I ﬁ]g' i.!l—

curables, was likewise applied to the uses of this
charity. . . . : : : / . 18,696 10 12 | 1,867 13 9
ArTICLE VIL
fl :. Il-ll .I r'ri.:.r:l |I-i -I! ".J
A certain number of lesitimate children like-
wise partook of this L'||:||':.L_'. : but this favour was

only conferred on those 'l.'..hf.nu parents were mn

a state of the greatest indigence. . . . 6,146 915 . 61413 8
ArTicLE VIIL
(i‘ il :'_"I'r'ln'-f.-.l".l|'.‘".

Annual pensions bestowed on different Maltese,

whose services amnd attachment to the order de-

served to be rewarded, - - . a » 1OTO. I 6 . 107 0O

[ =]

Anrticre IX. ]
{I‘I."f!.‘l.:-"f:l alions af ter Death,
A part of the salaries of writers, and other
persons in the service of the order, which was
granted after their decease to their widows, and
even sometimes to their daughters, . 3 « 2325 610 .. 23213 =2
ArRTICLE X.
Nuns of the Ovder of 8t Ursula.
Annual EJI.'II\ilI:l-'\ bestowed on the Ursulines in

Malta, who were associated with the order. - 519 & 8 s 51 18 10

ArTicrLe XI.

ol
Nuns at Tovlouse, 13

s g

These nuns were called Maltese : because they :-'fl.'.:g_;r
were all of noble extraction, according to the Thy
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Annual Expenditure, on an average of ten ity |
m 1779 to 1785, e {
L% ] .
: -
Muliese Money, English Mooey,
_ L Crowns. T. O L &
rules of the order, and were likewise dependent
on the grand-master. Their finances being in an
impoverished state, they from time to time re-
ceived assistance from the order, . : . 7650 4 0 . 93 0 0O
ArTticre XII,
Nuns of Martel,
I'his convent was in Querci, and equally be-
longed to the order. The nuns were in the same
distressed [Zi.l‘t'll]!i"lillli_‘x.'-w', and rurluu'ud the same
assistance, as those at Toulouse. ’ X i 205 g9 7 20 10 6
2 . 2
EXPENDITURE ror T NAVY. |

Every thing belonging to the navy is com-
prised in this article ; the whole expence of which
amounted to 474,942¢r, 9 £, 134.

ArTicLe XIII,
CGralleys.

The squadron of galleys, which before the
building of men-of-war consisted of six, and even
sometimes seven, was afterwards reduced to four,
The ordinary expences were under the direction
of different persons, viz.: every thing relative to
the maintenance of the crew of galley-slaves and
other sailors, was under the immediate inspection
of the congregation for the galleys. A provedi-
tore was emploved for the rigging, and the com-
mandant of the arsenal for the refitting.

These three separate departments were all un-

der the inspection of the treasury.




510 HISTORY OF MALTA.

Annual Expenditure, on an sverage of ten years,
from 1779 10 17848,

— s =

W

Multese Money. English Money.
Crouwns,. T. G. i R
commissioner was appointed to overlook all
; Pl

the extraordipary expences of ].I‘II'I]I.“.!I:-_I" the =_|J-;|,]-
leys: he gave in his accounts :hn-.;||_1,' to the e

treasury, without consulting the above-mentioned

partics. The expence of building six oalleys

amounted tl!cEE's,iJ'rfl1'1'01'-i>~;H]:Hm”_'l.'. . « 225043 O O . 22,504 6 O

ArTicLe XIV.

Men. r_".’.-‘.'u,'r.'.l'.,

Were first established in Malta in 1704, when

the squadron eonsisted of three ships of the line. French
These were afterwards encreased to four, but of '. A
late years diminished to one sixty-gun ship and Kl
three fi 1rAles. All EXpences relative to the men-
of-war were regulated by a particular congrega-
tion, entirely ::1::1L'|;-:'|1|!L'||1 of the treasury ; which,
howeyer, provided money and all other NECEssary
materials for this purpose, MNao daccount was ne= ! Walg
cessary to be given in of the manner in which il et
the money was employed ; except to the council e |

il|ll“-'.'1 to which an annual statement was con= ln fed)

stantly made. Two frigates cost 236,693 crowns;
s two men-of-war were sold for
177,221 crowns. . . - » i « 235,827 1 9 . 23,582 14 5
S ALK,
AnTicLE XV, i

Extraordinary Armaments.

The galleys and men-of- beine dispatched
: = |

to Algiers to assist the Spaniards, it was ||“"l1f-'.hr

gl

NOCESSArY o arm two NEI.E‘I.I[ZI'- il'li] il 1""‘“I':|| Lt !1]'1]—

tect the navieation in the canal of Malta., A

1:1 I - - TV e
tartan was hkewlse armed in 1779, hese dif-

ferent expences amounted to the sum of 20,895 or.

8 L. 'L"_.;". N . . L . s B . ':_.GSE‘-" l‘i‘ ES w « 208 I8 G




HISTORY OF MALTA. ull

Annual Expenditure, on an average of ten years,
from 1779 to 1788.
" —- J
Maltese Money, English Money,

Crowni. T. & & 1. d,

ArnTicLe XV

Guard Galliots,
There were always two to guard the port, in
case of any extraordinary event. The expence

amounted to - - . + 4915 610 . . 491 11 '1

ArTicrLE XVIIL
Ofice of Health.
The ez s I
The expence of this ofhice was more than usual
in 1785; assistance being not only sent to the
inhabitants of Lampedosa, but to the crew of a
French vessel which was at that time attacked

by the p!:ngm'. . - . . - . . 1,253 9 18 ... 12¢

b2
L=
o
L=

ArTicLe XVIIIL
LBasins for holding Tonber, |
The timber for *E!':|‘u-hl'."-]til1.f_fh was ;1]'-&';1_1.'- Fu‘ilt
in water, as the best method of !H'{-':u'.:z'x'in-:_; it
r{‘l‘”-:" “'I..'t-l.i-:'lL',kh "ﬂ]]‘r‘li‘?:{t'i‘l ll_:lll 1||,|L|.r i|;|['|.:ll.,|-:"il..,' WEere
termed basins; which, being in a ruinous condi-
tion, required repairs, estimated to cost . . 864 018 . . 85 0 2
ArnTticrLe XIX.
Cleansing the Port,
Amounted to . : ; . . . » 4,680 5 2 . . 468 010
ArTIiCcLE XX,
The Lighthouse of St. Elmo,
Placed at St. Elmo Point, for the purpose of di-
recting vessels, and MIIL"."-'EI'I'I':_L' them the entrance
into the port. It was UI1|_".' ll.;_{]!ti_‘d from the 1st
of October to the 15t of May. . ‘ - . o9 3 9 , . 2618 1

Total amount of the expences of the navy . .474,942 9 13 . 47,494 5 1
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Annual Expenditure, on an average of ten

years, im 1972 o 1584,
T 7 J
: —-———
Maltese Money. English Money. .
e . T o 5 v B, e
LAND FORCES. Crowna. T G o T o
e

Kl b S e ] he land sep

All military expences relating to the land ser-
vice were classed under this title. These were
placed in different articles; which in ten Vears
{from 1779 to 1788, inclusive) amounted to e

1L
1,730,385 cr. 8¢2. 3 2. ; or 173,035 cr. annually, A
ArTicLe XXI.
..:'} irr-'.'":r.'.fe.' Rr','_-"ﬂ.r.'j‘: r.!!j
Was raised in 1776, and composed of 1055 effect-
St o W e W e e e IEREIS A0 Oy IeanINEE N
g the T
ArTticLe XXII. v
GULY
Artillery.
This article included the whole expence of the
corps of MALIOs505, 1r1;1'-'1||t':' with the pay of the
: : 2 (a
commandant of the artillery. . B.,564 3 © 856 8 & o
ArTicLe XXIII.
Horse and Foot Guards.

This was a hixed exXpence E'u]' m'.:“]t.:ilﬁl::_{ H Thi
certain number of men, who went their rounds ;
throughout the whole island, on foot and on
horseback, to ensure the public safety during the e

v 5 - G
night. . ’ - : - : : . 306 9 4 . . 83013 7 Sy

ArTicLe XXIV.
The Guards of §t. Julian.
Chasseurs placed at the cove of St. Julian in
1777, to prevent the troops from L|t'.~':'t'|i!|:__:, A
ArTicLE XXV,
.l;l.r'_i":_'.;'..:'-_' r:.-'- _l".'r_lc' (.If.n‘:.f,.',,
Included the appointments of the majors, aide- if
majors, and adjutants ; toeether with the mainte- i



HISTORY OF MALTA.

Annual Erl-w_'l

Vear
Mlaltese J'n.f-:l'.'--ﬂ_.
: ] Crowns e
nance and repairs of all the corps de gardes in
the city Valetta, . . g : 5 + 1 2BO8 3 B
ArTicre XXVI.
Fortifications.
The maintenance and repairs of all the fortifi-
cations in Malta, and the dependencies thereof. 1£,764 11 2

ArTicLe XXVIL anp XXVIIIL
Clastles I'_:-r.-!'l'.l'.. Elme and ALY A.‘-"_;’f_':‘l;'..

The expences of these two forts consisted in
the pay of the old soldiers or invalids who did
duty, in the maintenance of the corps de gardes,
and every thing relative to the service of the two

L‘il'ﬂ'k'ﬁ.

St. Flno : : ” . i o 15958, 6 16
{';L.«'Ilu:.ag : I |

[ | 9 .'I'L'I'::_['.'lu . " h ; ) 3 5346 aQ ;
ArTicLe XXIX,

Goza, and the Towers tn that Tsland

This article included the appointments of the
governor of Goza, and his licutenant, as also
those of different PET=0NS Acting s OVerscers of the
guard at the castles and towers of that island ; with
other expences relative to the maintenance of

those who did duty at the towers in Malta. : 1,439 0 O
ArTicLE XXX,
.
Ordnance and other Adrms.
This article regarded the purchase and found-
ing of cannon, the making of carriages for ditto,
1 . :
the purchase of arms; in short, the annunal cost
of every thing necessary for keeping up the ord-

nance and small arms. ; . . . . 15461 10 14

VO L.

L.

315

232 12 ]
1,276 ¥ 0
Lads 19 2
B¢ 12 . 5
143 15 O
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Annaal Expenditure, on an average of ten year,
trom 1779 to 17588,

e = - "
T
Malzese Meney. English Maney
i Crownss T. G. £ % d
The total expence of the military  department
in ten years . « 1,730,889 ¢cr. 9L 3g.
In one year - F 173,033 11 14 . : L 17,303 18 0O

BUILDINGS axp EXTRAORDINARY
REPAIRS.

This article does Nk n-miuin- L-.\;1|];Ll::1[|u:z.

ArTicLe XXX
New paving the Streets.

The treasury, in 1771, advanced money for
paving the strects entirely anew; likewise for
making canals in them all, to carry away filth of
every kind. The proprietors of houses engaged
to pay a just proportion of the expence : but

the greatest part of the buildings in the city Va-

letta belonging to the treasurv, a laree sum re-

mained to be paid. . f ~ - . « 8.%02 11 15 . 839 6 O
ArticLe XXXII,
The 2uays tn the Por.
l'..‘{[n.-llc.‘n_'x occasioned by the I.EILT]'I:'[L:I’_' done |.l_'|.'
the f]'r{lll-.‘n‘. inrouads of the sea. . . - 1,346 5 18 . E24 13 O
ArticLe XX XIII.
Ar .-r"_n'.';|'."-_.-':-.-' the
This new building, began in 1776 and fnished
In 1783, cost 63,986 crowns, . . . « 495 219 ., 496 10 5
ArTicLE XXXIV.
.!Fl'rf‘rir' Fard.
This article ineluded principally the expence
of building storehouses for hemp in the rope-yard
e ; X :
wileh formerly were sitnated at a distance, 2 542 10 10 . 54 5 9




HISTORY OF MALTA,

ArTicie XXXV.
Lazaretto,
The expence of the considerable repairs made
at the quarantine at the Grand Port, together
with the workmen employed at the new store-

houses just begun at the Lazaretto.

ArTicrLe XXXVI.
Storehouses for the Galleys.
Extraordinary repairs of several storehouses
belonging to the treasury, which are sometimes

absolutely necessary to be done.

ArTicrE XXXVII.
Powder Mills,

Expence of building the said mills, 7,966 er.

ArticnE XXXVIIIL,

Storehouses near the Custom-house.

Four storchouses near the Custom-house, on the
quay of the Grand Port, being in a most ruinous
state, were obliged to be rebuilt, and cost 62,010
crowns. ‘The rent amounted to 2,280 crowns,
including the valvation made of that which
had been ceded to the congregation for the gal-
leys. The sum employed for building the said
etorehouses might therefore be considered as a
capital placed out by the treasury at rather more
than three-and-a-half per cent.

L
i
-t

Annual Expenditure, on an average of

ten years,
from 1559 to 15

!

Maltese Money. English Money,
Crowna. T. G ¥ a8 & d.

2,808 3 15 280 16 6

715 8 5 2115
98 7T 7 . 7913 3
5,828 5 19 582 6 11
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Annual Expenditure, on an aver

-

Maltese Money,

Crowms.
AnTicLE XXXIX.
(1';'51'.'-? roafory -'."n'.'ﬁ'l I..:.!'I-'-":I'-"i.-' et
The old building, in which was the library,
being too small for the number of books belong-
ing to the deceased knights, which were continu-
ally sent to encrease the original eollection, the
conscryvatory bemng even ||.:||-_;L':'1I:'.~.|1.' out of re-
pair, and the mint being the property of the
French |il!l_.-_l|-.:_[t', which had occasion to make

use of the ':Jlll.:|1|'|;, it was resolved to erect a new

i : sufticiently spacious to contain the library,

conservatory, mint, two halls, 4 storehouse for

the congregation for war, with severdl shops on

the ground-floor, which might be let at a very

considerable rent, . i . . : . 5,348

ArTicLE XL.

New Burying-ground,

The sum here mentioned is only part of the
S000 crowns -.*:n_:||-.1_1.'t'|i. in IIIil!xi!l'_; a new bury iII'_':—

ground, began in 1777 and fnished in 1779,
I'his is situated out of the town, and was intended
as a place of interment for those who died in the
e rand !|'--l|:|".|. - H = - . - 52

A

AnTicLE XLI.
Lighthowse at St. Elno.
The expence of |-l|tli|i~_- up a new lantern,

1US crowWTis. - . - . ~ . 110

i

I G

9.18

g

5= OF (en years,

tram: 1579 to 1785,

it

English Monwy,

g

534

11

16

5]

s

0

=1

The place where the coffers, plate, diamonds, and other effects belonging to the treasury, were

(o fear ¥ % . R | .
kept, The knight who was entrusted with the care of these different articles was called the

Lonseralory




ArTicLE XLII.
Hospital,

Expence of removing the linen to a house fac-
ing the hospital, which was extremely out of re-
pair. This house was called La Camerata, and
cost the treasury

ArTicLe XLIIL
{.r.."r.".r.'r.'r- Daster's Pa lace.
This article included the 200 crowns paid an-
nually for the repairs of this building, together
with the salaries of the grand-master, two audit-
ors, and likewise those of two other PErsons em-
ployed in the service of the palace.

ArTicLE XLIV.

Jr:'ll'|'!|ll'|"|'.I I':b"-
Expences of sending and presenting hawks bred
in Malta to the kings of France, Spain, and Por-
tugal, and the viceroy of Sicily, The order made
this present every year.

ArticLE XLYV.
Tubles :

By which was understood the table i-w[]r at the
expence of the treasury for the novices and pro-
fessed I.'\.III:-_=||':h resident in the convent, cRCept a
certain  number of commanders, who, being
l-il1il::":t-_, receilved a revenue of 2000 crowns from
their commanderies. The L'!lil!ll-.:lil'w and servants
of arms who had commanderies worth 1000

crowns annually were also excluded. They

'OR'Y OF MALTA. 317

Annuoal Expendit
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Maltese Money

Crewns il
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Annual Expenditure, on an sverage of

from 19749 to 1788, inclusive,

Multese Maney, Eng

Croemy. T. G L. '3 i

h Money,

were, however, allowed four salmes of corn every
vear, together with two measures of oil, and

thirtv-four crowns in money 5 the whole of w hich 5 i

might be estimated at 150 crowns. G000 CTOWNS

allowed the grand-master for the expences of his
table by the treasury, were likewise included in b
this article. These were formerly placed under 2
that of the erand-master’s palace, | ¥ . 93:,957T 4 3 . 5395 14 8 =k

ArTicLE XLVI.

Soldée and Noviciate.

These two expressions meant—first, an annual
sum paid by the treasury to every professed
knight—and second, a certain sum bestowed one
single time on each novice, for the purpose of
purchasing clothes. The said sums were dis- E

posed of as follows :—22 crowns to the |;n';:1_'hr_4 :

16 crowns 6 tarins to the chaplains and servants of
arms ; 12 crowns 6 tarins to the deacons; and 7
crowns to the novices, who, however, only re-
ceived 41 on account of the drawbacks, . . 1,490 210 . 149 © 5
ArTicre XLVII ;
I'reasu ry and f?i.l.'.x'r'r':'u.-'-:::_i,.'.

The expences of the general treasury-office,

together with that of the conservatory, which e

might be reparded as an appendace thereof, This

; b el : : ]
|.'|::|=-'.l_':| 1 e sdiEiries of all |:--.'|--.':|II*-\. CiNpIoYyed 1n

these offices, and in the repairs of the b 8,837 6 16 . &83 15 2
Mo
ArTicLe XLVIIIL
= I"'“.'|J
Clhancery. i,
Salaries ¢f the different writers or clerks, pi=
per, pens, and other necessary articles, together
with repairs, amounted to the f-.;llmxin;_:; s1n : 1,690 819 . 169 1 &
g
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| Annual Expenditure, anan average of ten years
from 1779 to 1788
S e

Maltese Money. English Money,

ArTicLe XLIX, Crowns. T. G. £ K

| |

Slaves® Prison,

In addition to the slaves who composed the
crew of the galleys, and who were included in the
article of the said galleys, there were a considers
able number in the city, shut up in a place called
the Slaves’ Prison, part of whom were employed
in manufacturing linen cloth and cotton, for sails
for the galleys and men-of-war, whilst the rest
worked at the docks, fortifications, &e. &c. The
maintenance and clothing of these slaves amount-
ed to G : . - . + 29,428 11 14 . 2942 18
ARTICLE L,

Neophytes.

The expence of the newly-baptised slaves, who

were kept separate from the others, - . 8,834 618 . .883 5 2
ArTIicLE LI,
Purchase of Slaves.

A great quantity of slaves he ing necessary for
the land and sea service of the order, the treasury
was under the necessity of purchasing some every
year from private individuals, to keep up the usual
number. . : . . 4,488 6 O . . 448 17 0O
Articre LII,

(.r:.r.u'r-,-"."..-_l-'il.f_
Some tT.ll']-iij_t' Hlail!"u'-\ to the persons ‘L'.'hf.j-

i'{]ll][m\L‘tl the tribunal of _iil.‘\T_i_'.._'l.'. called by that

T, . % . . - - - . g0 8 158 . . 22 5 &
ArTicrLe LIII.
Fountans,
The expence of muking and ke eping in repair

all the public cisterns throughout the city, and in
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HISTORY OF MALTA.

Annual Expenditure, on an average of ten

L

years, from 1779 to 1788,
)

Cr

the different forts and castles, was included n this
article. The expences of 1779 could not be re-
garded as those of a common year, since a very
fine cistern in the Floriana, near the church of the

Conception, was finished at that time. . -

ArTicre LIV.

f-',:_...‘_:_r_-_'rr' of Lett
The following persons being exempted from

paying postage, caused the expence of this ar-

ticle :—the grand-master, his receiver, his three
secretaries for the different departments of France,
Spain, and Italy ; the inguisitor ; the members of
the ordinary chamber, consisting of six persons

the commissioner of the post-office; and finally,

all ambassadors and v CCIYVEDS, . . . .

ArTicrE LY.
Annuities left by Wil
Annual pensions given by the knights to dif-
ferent people, which at their death were allowed
by the treasury, and a fifth part of their eflects

cmploved for that purpose. : : . .

ArTicLe LVI.

Annual Pensions,

Paid by the treasury to different persons by coma
'!. .-!." Ol ||: -'.|:|!. [lll-' '\-||.'l!|'.'- H i.-|||"_'hl.'. -

ArnTicLE LVIIL.
The Tuterest of different Loans.

This article included the interest of money

iferént ]il.":'inl ls==first, from Rome,

R
Maltese Money. English Money.

OU. L o L d

2,220 514 .+ «292 1 0

20,396 2 11 . 2,039 12 6
2971 I o 5 e b . R

10,930.11 JO -« 1,093 110



which from 1726 to 1750 received 2f per cent:

second, from Spain in 1761, 1762, and 1763, at
2, 24, and 2! per cent: third, frequent sums
borrowed from the convent at 3 per cent. These
last loans were principally intended for fulfilling
the engagements entered into by the order of

Malta with that of St. Lazarus, relative to the
final division of the property of the order of St.
Aunthony, .

®

ArTicLE LVIII,
Dirafts and Remittances.
The treasury having been oblized to make use
of drafts and remittances to enable it to employ
the greatest part of its revenue, which was de-

posited in the different receivers' offices, must ne-

cessarily have either gained or lost by the ex-
change in the course of ten years. An accurate
account having been taken, the loss amounted to

ArTicLE LIX,
Wood at Melicutta,

A large plantation was made in the commandery

of Melicutta in Calabria, in 1763, in hopes of its
yielding in the space of a few yvears a sufficient
quantity of timber for ship-building. The order,
however, had as yet received no advantage from

this plantation,

AnTticre LX.
Jr..i"':l.l“{.r f.'-?/n'.
This article would in future have been rather
less expensive to the order; not only from the
YOL. I.

HISTORY OF MALTA.

e 00 an a\'|'rlga o

179 to 1758

—

Maltese Money
A

Crowns.

L

48,877 10 13 .

G

(e}

[ ]

-

English .\1:_1;-_.---!,-_

&

4,387 15

5.

d.

T6 1T 6
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Annual Expenditure, on an average of ten year,
from 1779 to 1785,

L
L —J
Maltese Money. English Money.
: : _ Crownas, T. . £ 1. .
annuity of three hundred crowns left in perpe- ,
tuity for its maintenance, but from the sale of the
: : : e
duplicates of books, which were latterly become &
very considerable. This library formerly con-
ool sisted of nearly thirty thousand velumes ; but the
| ; :
Lo collection had been }L'I'I:El.th’ aungmented since 1788 i
k) A B
i:-- and amounted in 1798 to more than sixty thou-
: sand. L - . : - ‘ . : O 810 & =
i
r el
ArricrLe LXI. :
5
-'Jlf::'ff f':‘lrir':'. -
This belonged to the treasury, but was used
for many different purposes, particularly for the
A 3 - It L
grand-master's palace, the hospital, galleys, men- [,,,|'.
of-war, and ambassadors at Rome and Paris, The
expence of keeping it up, and adding to it at dif- iy
ferent times, amounted to . . " « 3,277 5 B 327 14 11 .
ArticLe LXIIL.
P~ o |l
Jesuits Colle .
After the destruction and expulsion of the or-
der of Jesnits in 1762, the treasury received the
revenues annexed to the I'Illi\."'_:."!, and L|<?|'J':L:'.'1'l.5 all n
T.lll' :'.?{t:!_'!li'a._'w, T h outoolngs 1'x|_'|_'q'|;.!|,'4|_ [i!ln.! re= ‘L
eeipits 1,847 8 16 v« B4 15 6 L
AnTicce LXIIL
L
Praperty belonging to the Antonines. iy
This article neluded the crpences attendant st
on the union of the order of St Anthonv to that ij-r:l]
al 1'|:<'iii.! L Cuxy ther with some yuearhy l,ll.':l.'\illll- "Il‘fh
riven by the order to the ancient Antoning friars: ilipy

WISe L renatindder « the sum asrecd TTRTRIL]




HISTORY OF MALTA. o239

Annual Expenditure, on an averaze of reg year

from 1779 o 1749E,
et = e e —
Mzltese Money
T
to be paid to the order of St. Lazaru iy A8 AN 1n-
demnification for the share it formerly had in the
property of the Antonines, - - w234 B 15 . T7.,329 9 ¢

ArticrLe LXIV.
A conciliatory Plan for the Priovies of the Lan
guage of Taly.

The Piedmontese knights, who formed the
greatest part of the priory of Lombardy, having
wished to separate themselves from the other
priories of the Italian langoage, it was thought
necessary to oppose their resolution; and though
the order could not succeed in ll}?li[l|;lil}i!l:{ as
perfect an union as formerly subsisted between
the priories of that language, it nevertheless
contrived to preserve it for three very essential
objects, vis, the dignities, commanderies, and fa-

VOUTS, bestowed 53_1.' the ;1\1';|.r|d_t'|:1'.|.~.1:_']', such as

10,114 612 . 1,611 9 1

pensions, &e. . : : . . .

ArTicLE LXV,

Restetution made to the German Language of the
Profits arvistng from the Biennial and Tricnnial
Taz,

The same motives which had induced the or-
der to exempt the languace of Germany from
paying the whole of the responsion hxed by the
last general chapter, engaged it also to restore a
part of the two above-mentioned taxes; the whole
of which had been very nearly paid into the trea-
SUTV. . : 4 - - 4 - 4027 1 1F - . 402 14 3

TT 2
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Maltese Money English Money.
Crowens. [ L I
ArTicLe LXVI,
Workshi ik anil .'fll,-'li_r'.:'."lf-:l;'n' o e
Diffevent necessary expences in the '|.'.'m'kk]]||1'|..tc
belonging to the ordnance, rope-vards, &c. which i 3
ging : :
could not be caleulated under any particolar ar- 3t
ticle of ordinary expence. Likewise the wages e
of clerks and storekeepers; together with the re-
pairs of the storehouses, and replacing the differ-
ent worn-out articles contained therein. ‘ 182,644 8 1 . 18,264 5 1z
Erp
Articre LXVIL Th
i |
Institution of the Anglo-Bavarian Language in ating
s
The expences of which amounted to 14,081
CroOWns, . : - . : ] ; . L4085 111 ., 140 16 %
ArTicrLE LXVIIL s
Hakid
P- very of the Proneriy bel fto the Orde
wWoovery of ine reperiy pelongmg fo the Urder, 43
situafed mn Poland.
I'he estimation here made is only of one part
of the expence, the whole of which amounted to
72,998 erowns: but the bailifll de Saprameso, who T
3 & 5 .
was employed in negotiating this business, having .
secured 30.115 crowns ;||"].='!t1|r~. from the Polish .
property, the real expence of the treasury was
only 42,885, . » » . 1,419 7 13 » 141 19
ArTticLe LXIX.
" 1 " T » T .
Tlhwminations on the Birth of the Dauphin,
Amounted to 2,331 ¢ér. or 233/ 25 233 1 & .23 i
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ArnTicLe LXX, b
Assistance sent to the Inha ifeints af Calabria and
Messina,

The most tremendous carthquak
waste Calabria and Messina in 1783, the order im-
e |i:l|1'[~. Li‘.*lr..h.".':,':l _1_l|.1|||“.'-~ to the relief of the
sufferers: the expence of this expedition was esti-

mated at 17,038 ¢r. or 1,703/ 16s.

e havine laid

T 170% 10 O
ArTIicL: LXXI,
Expences velative to the last general Chapter.

The confirmation of the statutes of the above=
mentioned :'||'.11:-tl.'i' cost the order

5491 ¢r. or
5494 25 . . 549 1 14 . 18
ArticLe LXXII,
Purchase af Freeholds.
A small house bought for the use of the hospi-
tal, 1,854 ¢r. or 1851, 8s. 155 0 18 10 It
ArticLe LXXIII,
Ezxpences of different Kinds.
This article included a variety of objects, too
trifling in their nature to be placed under separate
heads. z . goo 10 7 g | o
ArticLE LXXIV,
Ezxtraordinary Exrpences.
All the different sums paid by the treasury dur-
ing ten years, towards discharging, in part, the
debts it had incurred, amounting on the annual
average to . , 25400 T 1 . 2540 1

Total amount of the general expence

1,236,459 6 « 123,645 19 1
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Annual Expenditure, on an sverage of o

from 1779 1o 1763

L

L
Maltese Money Enz M
Crow T, £
1,31 =g 12 131,529 19
296,459 6 3 123,645 |
THa40 2 8 1,58 )
i H 8 14 i.114 4
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THE

|
l NAMES OF THE ARTICLES ‘t_‘-'_l[l':'ll COMPOSE THE 1770. 1780,
RECEIPT.

=1 (A=

1 ; H.i'.'h','.'r?.'i SEORE . . .

9 | Mortori e Facands

| fur.l..r. .I
'Il Donativ

Pension: f-.'.':.lu.'-‘.'-'- L

Rendite dix

| Fondaziont diversi

10|

o |-

Lascoris
Paola
Perellos. . ...

Caraffa ..

| Case del Tesoro

imm della Crox

1G || Dritti di Nobilta . .
l;i Riscalto de Schiave
18] l::t-’th'

]l.: Ben

I
I.-h{'-"-'

itk

1

ATl

Vendita oi ‘xrm'l.'..'
|| Restituzioni segrete
; ,;l' Diritti di Hﬁ:-.r!."u.s'r.'

24
1
|
'|

a5 il ntrodto straordinario
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