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means the T{egiftcr wou ’d be preferved fair, and not de¬
facedwith razures or blots.

In the clofe of this Sedtion we may obferve, that fome
gnights -Companions, who have buffered Degradation , have
lived to be reftored thereto ; being re-eledtec , and re-
inveited , and their Atchievements let up again , by the
Indulgenceof the next Reign ; as were the Lord Paget’s,
I Mar. and the Marquifs of Northampton , 1 Elig. as like-
wife the Duke of Norfolk i Mar.

CAP XXV.

Honours paid to deceafed  Knights -Com-
panions.

» A S to the firft part of this Se& ion , the cele-
brating Malles for defundt Kjiights-Com-
panions, I think it very little material here ;

that Ceremony altering with the Form of Religion, be¬
came wholly diiufed, 32 Hen. VIII . at which time, in a
Chapter then held at iVejlminjler, the following Decree
was made.

That every one of the Knights -Companions , in lieu of the
faid MaJfes,Jhou!d, for the future , after the Death of any of
their Brethren, according to the Bates of their Degrees here¬
after mentioned, and immediately upon Demand of the Re-
gifter , and Dean of Windfor, or one of them, pay the feve-
ral Sums following.

1. s . d. 1. 1 . I,
The Sovereign 8 06 8 An Earl 2 10 o
A Stranger King 6 c8 4 A Vifcount 1 01 8
The Prince 5 16 8 A Raron 1 13 4.
A Duke 5 00 o A Knight- Batchelor 0168
A Marquifs 3 16 o

The Monies fo colledled, (called Ohiit Montes) were
by the faid Decree appointed to be diltributcd in Alms-

Deeds,
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Deeds , as the Reparation of High Ways, the Relief 0f thePoor, & c. The receipt and disbutfements of thefe Sumswere committed to the care of the Dean and RegifterMr . Afhmole, has made this addition in his Library'which it will not be out of our way to obfcrve forthe information of thofe who may be defirous to knowhow the Point then ftood ; that not withftanding theaforefaid Order in Chapter, made the 24th of MayAnno 32 Hen. VIII . for changing the Number of Maffes'
ufually Sung for defund : Knights, into a pecuniaryRate , according their degrees ; the Prayers for Souls
departed , both by private Perfons , as alfo by the Clergy,in Maffes and Exequies ; nay farther, to give Alms
to others, and to pray for them , was continued bythe Church of England feveral Years beyond that fpacejfor in a Book, entituled the Injlitution of a Chrijlian Man,
&c, made by the Clergy of England, as appears by the
Subfcriptions of the Archbifhops , Bifhops, and others of
the Clergy to the Preface ; dedicated by them to King
Henry VIII . and printed by Thomas Bartelet, the King’s
Printer, Anno 1537 . cum Privilegio, the Article of Purga¬
tory is there fet down.

But to proceed . This charitable diftribution , in a Chap,ter held at Greenwich, 5 Edw. VI . was enlarged to the
relief of the Poor in the Town of Windfor, and other
Towns , Villages, and Places, at the difcretion of the
Dean of Windfor. And though the laid Decree was con¬
firmed by King Edward VI . Queen Mary, and Queen
Elizabeth, yet for many Years , the Collodion of thefe
Obiit Monies was negleded ; till in 9 Car. I . the Earl
of Portland, out of his great Generality, as well as his Zeal
for reftoring fo pious a W ork, reiterated to the Sovereignthe ancient Decrees made in this Cafe. Whereupon it
pa {fed in Chapter, that the fame fhould be revived, and for
ever continued ; and that the fame fhould begin for the
five Knights , whofe Atchievements were offered at that
Feaft, the King of Sweden, the Eled or Palatine , the
Earls of Northumberland , Banbury, and Rutland. And as
tq Stranger Princes, it pleated the Sovereign to exprefs
himfelf, That as by the Statutes they are left to perform
thefe Payments by themfelves, if they wou’d ; fo , if it
were not done by them , that both then, and for the fu¬
ture , the fame foo .uld be paid by the Sovereign him*
fdf . After?
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Afterwards, all the Sums of Money , to be collected

by Virtue of this Decree , together with the Kriights-
Companions Dudes , at their firft Entrance in the Order,
were employed toward providing Plate for the Altar,
within St . George

’s Chappel, which is already treated of.

Of fixing on the Stalls Plates of their Arms and
Stiles.

$ 2 . The next thing provided for by the Statutes of Infti-
tucion, was the deceafed Knight ’s Honour ; in regard of
which , it was ordained , That when any one of thefirfi
Founders fhould die, there Jhould be in Metal an Efcutcbeon
of his Arms , with his Helm, or Crefl , faflened at the bach
of his Stall, for a Mark, of Honour to him that bore them.
And in like manner , that their Succejfors fhould have a
like Efcutcheon fixed on the back, of their Stalls ; and to
difference them from thofe of the firft Founders, they
were appointed to be made fomewhat lefs, and to be
placed a little underneath them . But this Article relates
only to the Jfnights-Companions, not to the Sovereigns of
the Order ; nor do we find that any of them had P.ates
of their Arms and Stiles fet upon the back of their Stalls,
in manner as is before prefcribed to the reft of the Kfiigbts-
Companions.

King Henry VIII . in his Body of Statutes, alters this
Article in three particulars ; firft , as to the fetcing up their
Plates , which he appoints not to be after their Deaths,
but within , after the Inftallation of every Jfnight-Com-
panion ; fecondly , as to the nature of the Metal , that it
may be fuch as the Knight lhall pleafe himfelf: And laitly,
as to the fize , though he alfo reftrains the Kjiights -Subjeils
to a Iefler than thofe of the firft Founders j yet he gives
liberty to the Kjtights-Strangers to ufe their Plates and
Falhions at Plealure. As to the firft of thefe, it has been
pretty duly obferved; and indeed the fecond , of making
them of Copper ; but the laft , vi%. the fize , has been
very little regarded ; for the very Plates of thofe Knights
who were loon after inftalled , and thence downwards,
are larger than thofe of the firft Founders.

In trad of time, many of thefe Memorials were , by
facrilegious Hands, taken away, which King Charles I.

taking
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taking notice of, and defirous to put a flop to a Mifehiefnot in his Power to prevent, and to preferve the Re¬membrance of the precedent Knights-Companiom ■ com¬manded the Dean of tVindfor to defcribe the Stiles of thofethat remained in a Book , which he accordingly did , anddepofited the fame in the College : But what became ofthis Book , could not be afterwards discovered ; fo thatthe moft that could be done, was to draw the Arms, andCopy out the Stiles , engraven on the Plates then remain¬
ing ; from whence the following Obfervations may bemade.

Firft, That for many Years after the Institution of the
Order, the Plate whereon the Shield was engraved , boteno other Infcription, than the deceafed Knight 's Name, letat the Foot thereof, under the Efcutcheon of his Arms.Afterwards, the chief Title of Honour began to be ad¬ded , though nowand then, in . the firft and elder times,both were omitted , as alfo their Crefts. But about the
beginning of King Henry VIIl ’

s Reign, not only the
Knight’s chief Title , but all other his Titles and Dignities,whether Honorary , or Officiary,' were drawn togetherin one Infcription, concluding with that of Knight of thismoft Noble Order ; and which, about the fame time, the
Kjiights-Compamens ufed to inferr, in all their publickand private Inftruments of Writing ; a Cuftom obferved
by the Knights of other Sovereigns Orders Abroad.

At firft the IQiights -Companions gave their PaternalCoats of Arms, fingly and without any Quarterings;but toward the beginning of Hen. V . they began to addtheir Quarterings , as appears from the Efcutcheons of
Hugh, Lord Burnel, who died 9 Hen. V . Sir Lewis /Q
bejj

'
art, and others . Yet was not the fame generallyufed , but left to the Pleafure of the Kjiights -Comfanions.But of later times, this very thing was thought of fuch

concern, that where a Knight has been elected , whowanted Quarterings , the Sovereign has been pleafed to
grant him another Coat of Arms, to quarter with his
Paternal Coat ; that his Banner, which ought to hangover his Stall , might not feem too naked.

Soon after King Henry VIll 's Acceffion , the Knightscomnafled their Shields with the Royal Garter, and there¬
on ( fuch as were Noblemen ) placed the Coronet belong¬
ing to their Dignity . As to Supporters, we obferve two

Plates
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Plates to which they are added ; the one of John Beatff
fort, the firft Duke of Somerfet of that Name , ele& ed 10Hen; VI . the other of Anthony H' idvile, Earl l\ ivers, He¬fted 5 Edw. IV. and befides rhefe, till the Reign ot

’

KingHenry VIII.  there is not another Example : But then it
grew into common ufage, as alfo the ingraving their pecu¬liar Motto ’

s, or Devices upon the Plates.

The Offering of Atchievements .

§ 3 . A third Honour paid to the defund : Knight , is
a moft folemn Offering up his Atchievements at the High
Altar ; namely , the Banner of his Arms , his Sword , Hel¬
met , and Creft , with its Mantlings ; all which had been
fet up over his Stall at his Inftallation . The Ceremonyof Offering thefe Enfigns does not appear to have been
regulated at the Inftitution of the Order, but rather added
as an additional Honour , by King Henry V . and the
manner thereof fet down in the fourteenth Article of his
Body of Statutes.

This Solemnity is local to the Chappel of St. George,within the Caftle of Windfar, and not to be performed till
the Sovereign has notice of the Kjnight -Cempanion s Death.

In 1 Edtv. VI . at the Feaft then Held at H 7indfor, there
arofe a Queftion , whether the Atchievements of King
Henry VIII . which yet hung over the Sovereign ’s Stall,
lhould be taken down and offered at the Mats ot Requiem
entiling, or not ? in regard his Banner , Sword , Helm,
and Creft , with Mantles, had been offered up before, at
his Interment within that Chappel. In conclufion of
which it was determined , That the faid Atchievements
fhoud not again be offered, but remain aver the Sovereigns
Stall , for his Son King Edward VI . But when the So¬
vereigns of this moft Noble Order are not interred at
Windfir, then their Atchievements are offered up the next
eniuing Feaft ; as were thofe of Queen Elizabeth, which
the B 'ue - Bock. notes to be done at Morning Prayer.

As to the time for performing- this Cmmony , it was
ordained to be on the Morrow after the Feaft, when the
Mafs was Sung for the Souls of the Knights-Compar. ions,
(3c, and fo was duly obferved till the time of the Refor¬
mation , when the Mafs of Requiem being abolifhed , it was
neverthelefs at the Morning Service , on the Morrow im¬

mediately
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mediately after the Offertory : But after Queen Elizabethhad removed the Feaft of Sh George from Windfor thi<-
Solemnity was frequently difpatched in one Day, beforethey went out of the Choir j and the ancient Rule, as tothe time, being thus broke, was never after reftored , but
generally performed the very fame Morning wherein theeledt Knights were inftalled : And though the Day wisthus changed, yet the Ceremony it felf was not performedtill after the Inftallation was finilhed , that Solemnity havingalways the Precedency, till 9 Jac. I . when he obfervinghow incongruous it (eemed , to inftal a new Knight before
his Predeceffor had been fully difcharged of his Stalls
gave Order for Offering the Atchievements of Sir Henry
Lea, the Lord Scroop, and others , before the Inftalment
of the eledt Knights.

Not long after, it was thought convenient to performthis Ceremony on the Eve of the Fealt, presently after
the firft Vefpers began ; and next to proceed with the In-
ftaliations; whereby, as much as poflible , the Stalls of the
Knights - Compantens might be fupplied , in all the reft of
the Solemnities of the Feaft . But if at any time, any of
the new eledt Knights were introduced into the Choir,before the Offering of the Atchievements began , theywere appointed to ltand there under the Stalls defigned for
them till that Ceremony was finilhed.

Thus ic continued from the faid 9 Jac.  I . till the 15Car. II . when ic was performed at the time anciently ac-
cuftomed for it ; the Prince of Denmark., and the Duke
of Monmouth, being both inftalled before the firft Vefpers
began, and the Atchievements of the defuntft Knights not
offered till the Morrow after the Feaft Day.

As to the Manner and Order of this Ceretnony, amongother Inftiturions of King Henry V . it is appointed , That
as often as, through the vacancy of any Stall , the Sword’,Helms , with the rejl of the defunEl Knights , ought to he
offered, the Sword of the deceafed Knight ftoall be firft offered,
being carried up to the High Altar by two of the Kmghts-
Companions, and afterwards the Helm , with the Creft and
Mantlings , by two other Koights -Companions 5 and this
Offering is to be made for them , in the Order they were
ir/ftal 'ed, not as they died.

But of the Offering of a defundt Knights Banner , we
find no exprefs mention till 18 Hen. VII . at which time

the
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the Banner of the Lord Brook, was offered : But after¬
wards the direction for Offering their Enfign and Banner
was taken into King Henry VIIPs Body of Statutes. And
fince the fame were introduced , according to the fore¬
going Precedent , it was to be offered firft, and fo hath
been generally obferved.

By the appointment of the Statutes of Henry V . the So¬
vereign is to nominate and aflign the Kjiights Companions,
who are feverally to perform this Ceremony j and i

'o is the
direction in Henry VIII ’s Statutes : But fince the begin¬
ning of Queen Elizabeth

's Reign , the Knights have gene¬
rally proceeded to this Offering , according to their Se¬
niority ; and when the Courfe ended , then the Seniors
began again . There are likewife many Examples where the
Sovereign

’s Lieutenant has joined in the Ceremony to af-
fift the other Knights : Nor is a Proxy , or Deputy , to be
admitted to perform any part of the Ceremony , though i n
the Offering of Money he ought.

We fhall next proceed to the Duties of the Prelate of
the Order , the Prebends , and Officers of Arms, as their
Services feverally , or jointly i relate to the performance of
this Ceremony . Firit then, the Prelate , and two Pre¬
bends , ought to proceed up to the Altar, immediately be¬
fore Garter fummons down the Klnights -Cotopanions to
the Offering ; and there ftand ready to receive the At-
chievements , as they are feverally offered up.

It is next the Duty of the Provincial Kings, and Heralds,
to condudt the Knights -Companions , when they proceed up
to the Altar, bearing any part of the defundt Knight

's At-
chievements . The whole Ceremony is briefly thus.

Firft Garter rifes from his Sear, and proceeds into the
middle of the Choir, where , after his ufual Obeyfances , he
fummons the K.nights-Cornpanions to defcend, who come
down and place themfelves before their Stalls : Where¬
uponClarenccux and Norroy (or in the abfence of either,
the Senior Herald, or of both , of the two eldeft Heralds,}
pafs down from the Steps of the Altar into the Body of
the Choir■ in the interim Garter takes the Banner of the
eldeft defumfb Knight , and prefents it , half rolled up, to
the two Senior Kiiigkts- Conlpanions ; the two Provincial
Kings by this time approaching them , make their double
Reverences, and after to the other Kjtights-Companions,
and then itand a little afide ; while the two Senior Knights,

K k having



having taken the Banner between them, make theirdoubleReverence, and pals up to the Altar, (preceeded by theKings) bearing it with the lower end of the Staff foremoftand at the firft Haut- Pas make another double Reverence!The Provincial Kjngs being arrived at the uppermoftHaut-Pas, after an humble Obeyfance , divide themfelves tomake way for the Knights to Offer, who forthwith raifethe Point of the Banner upwards, and after a (ingle Reve¬rence toward the Altar, prefent it upon their Knees, tothe Prelate of the Order, who delivers it to two Canons,and they depofite it upon Cufhions laid before the Attar.This done, the two Provincial Kings condudt the Knightsback into the Choir, who, with the ulual Reverences , re¬tire to their Stations, under (not to) their Stalls, and theProvincial Ki ng s t0 their , on either fide the Altar.Next the two Senior Heralds pafs down into the Choir,as the ProvincialK’ngs did , whilft Garter, taking up theS -tord , prefents it ro the two next Senior Knights , who
proceed to the Altar with the two Heralds before them,in the fame Order as before, bearing the Sword betweenthem , and offer the fame with the Pommel or Hilt up¬wards , and then retire as before.

hi the next place , the two next Senior Heralds go downas before, and the Helm and Crefi is offered in the likemanner : But the Purfuivants at Arms do no part of thisDuty.
Heretofore we find that Garter has not only begun thisSo ' emnity, by prefenting the Banner, but has alfo con¬ducted the two Senior Knights to the Altar, as he did 5EH%. by the Banner of the Lord Grey ; and at fome othertimes. It was likewife the uCage heretofore for the Pre¬late to deliver the offered Atdnevements , to feme of the

Heralds, to be depofited near the Altar.' There is nothing on this farther deferrable , than whatrelates to the Atchievemcnt it felf, wtiich, as they betaine
by this Ceremony part of the Goods of the Chappel , and
included within the Words of the Statutes of the College,whereby the Sovereign granted to the Dean and Canonsall Oblations, they could not be fold or alienated , and
were therefore depofited by them in the Chapter-Houje: Butthe PTclms and Swords, becaufe they were at firft forgedfor the Service of War , of an extraordinary large fize,have been frequently redeemed, that they might ferye
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again to the fame ufes. And Jikewile, becaufe it belongs
to Garter to provide Atchievements for new inftailed
Knights , he ufually hath compounded with the Dean and
Canons for the defund Knight ’

s Atchievements.

Of depofitittg the deceafed Knights Mantles in the
Chapter-Houle.

^ 4 . In 9 Eli%. there parted a Decree , That the Knights-
Companionsfkculd be bound by their Oaths , to take care, by
their lajl Will , that after their Deceafe, all their Orna¬
ments, which they had receiv’d , fhould be refiored, the Robes
to the College, and the Jewels to the King that gave them.
Sir Chrijtopher Hattcn complied with the Decree, and fent
his Mantle accordingly ; but that of Sir Henry Lea, being
left to the difpcfal of others, and not fent to the College,
happened at length to come into the Hands of Brokers , and
was openly expofed to Sale in Long- lane, to the great
dishonour of the Order.

This Decree was in after times but flackly obferved,
and therefore in a Chapter held at PVindfor, 4 Car. I . the
Knights were admonifhed, That when the Sovereignfhould
vouchfafe to beflow the Mantle of the Order, the Kjiight
fhould tal{ e care at his Death, to have it fent to the Chapptl
at Windfor , according to the Statutes. But this taking
little Effed , the Sovereign thought fit to reifore vigoroufly
the Law in this particular , by a Decree in Chapter, 13
Car. I. which obliged all Knights - Ccmpanions, receiving
the Enligns of the Order from the Sovereign, to take
care, according to the tenor of their Oaths, that thefe,
together with the Book of Statutes, fhould be reftored
in the Hands of the Sovereign, after their Deaths ; and
a Command was therewithal given , That certain Books,
Mantles , and Surcoats, then lying at White - Hall, fbnu d
be delivered to the Regifter of the Order , to be latd up at
Windfor, in honourable Memory of thefe to whom they be¬
longed.

In Observation of thefe Decrees, where the Habit and
Lnfigns of the Order were either wholly , or in parr, bc-
ftowed by the Sovereign , Order was taken , at the De-
Ceafe of fuch Kyiights-Companions, to fend for them in
again . As at a Chapter held 15 Car. 1 . the Garter and

K k a Georgs
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Gtarge of the Lord Treaiurer Wefton  being fent back'were prefented to the Sovereign ; and after delivered to*the Dean and Chapter  of tVindfor, to be preferved : Andin the fame Chapter  it was ordered , that the Earl of -felly’sRobes and Ornaments of the Order, fhculd be fent for bythe Chancellor.

Tbefe former Decrees were yet thought needful to beconfirm’d by King Charles II . to that in a Chapter held
1669 . ac White- Hall, it was Decreed, That the Mantle
of each Knight Companion, -with the Bocfaf Statutes , (hould
be lent to Windfor,  immediately after their Deaths j andthat the Chancellor of the Order jhould be obliged , by Let¬
ters to their Heirs and Executors , to put them in mind of
fending them thither. But it is to be underftocd , that
where the Mantle has been provided at the Knight ’s own
Charge , there is no obligation for returning them.

Thus I have run through all the Particulars, relating to
the Inftitutions, Laws , and Ceremonies, of this moft No¬
ble Order ; I Hull in the laft Place proceed to give a Lilt
of all thofe who have enjoyed this lingular Mark of Ho¬
nour from its full Foundation. The Motives which ex¬
cited the Royal Founder to let on Foot the LaidOrder,
are already particularly treated of ; who having efta-
blilhed Buies and Statutes for the Government, and regu¬lation thereof, he next refolved to eledt, from among the
Flower of his own Wars, twenty five of the moft cele¬
brated Knights , who, together with himfelf, Ihould make
np the Number of Twenty fix ; for of fo many does the
Order  by his Appointment cordift : And indeed that Age
plentifully furnifhed him with Men ot the moft brave and
celebrated Charadlers , and of fignal Reputation in Arms,
raifed by the eminent Wars of thole times, and juftly
diftinguithed by their own heroick Adtions.

The firft that he eledted into this Noble Order,  was
Edward, his eldeft Son , who already in part deferred,
and afterwards juftly obtained the Title of a Brave and
Martial Prince, of whom our Hiftories fpeak lb largely.The reft ot his accompli lived Collegues, were thefe that
follow, and arc thus placed in their Stalls.

7k
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