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Difpenfations for Abfence granted during Life.

5. Sometimes Difpenfations for Abfence have been
obrained for Life, upon the Petite of the Knights-Com-
panions fetting forth their Age and Infirmity : An Inftance
of which, we find was granted to the Lord Dacrees, 26
Hen. VIII. and the Earl of Derby, 14 Car.1. and the
Lord Mufgrave 3 but both veith this Reftriction ; thar the
abfent fhould be obliged to fend to Garter for his Elcut-
cheons, at the fame time that be fent his Exculfe, and
Petite for Difpenfation ; and fhould folemnly keep in his
own Houfe the Feaft, with all the facred Rites and Ce-
remonies, in his Robes, and other Ornaments, if Health
permit ; and in Cafe of Sicknefs, upon his Bed, accor-
ding to the ancient Statutes.

This A was thought of fo great Importance to be ob-
ferved, that the Chancellor was ordered to tranfcribe ir,
and fend it to each of the I{nfgbr:—Cr?mpmrion:; acquaint-
ing them at the fame time, with the Penalties they fhould
be liable to, if they negle@ed the leaft Punctilio. And
the like was again obferved, and repeated to them, before
the Feaft of the enfuing Year.

C A P. XXIV.
The Degradation of a Knight-Com-

P&HIOI'I.

§ 1. HE Enfigns of the Order are not to be with-

drawn from a Knight, during Life, unlefs

Guilty of fome of thofe Marks of Reproach,
fec down in King Henry VIII's Sratutes, vig. Herefy,
Treafon, or Flying from Barcle : It has fometimes been
found, that Prodigality has been made a fourth Poinr,
where a Knight has fo wafted his Eftate, as to be inca-
pable of fupporting his Dignity. The Pretence for
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vefting PPilliam, Lotd Paget, 6 Edw. VI w
ing a Gentleman of Blood, both by Fathér and Mother!
Bur Felony comes not within the compals of this Statute,
as not being exprefly mentioned among the Reproaches

as, his not bex

there Summ’d up ; and fo ir was adjudged in 2 Chapter
14 Fac. L in the Cafe 6f Robere, Barl of Somerfet, then
lately condemned for thar Fa&, whereon his Haichments
were not removed,

When a Knight-Companion is found Guilty of any of
he Offences mentioned in King Henry VIS Statures, he
s ufually degraded ar the nexr Chapter, of which the So.
verelgn gives the 1\'):igLr:-(,‘f.mpm.':m_ previous notice ;
and then commands Garter to arrend fuch of them as ae
appointed ro go to the Conviét Krighr, who, ina folemn
manner, firft takes from him the George and Ribbond, ang
then his Garter, And at the enfuing Feaft of S, George, op
fooner, if the Sovereign appoint it publication of hjs
Crimes and Degradation is made by Garzer.

Nexr, Garter, by Warrant to thar purpofe, takes down
his Archievement, on which Service he is velted in hig
Coar of Arms, and the Officers of Arms ftanding about
him, the Black-Rod alfo prefent 3 Fitlt Garzer reads aloud
the Inftruments of Degradation, after which one of the
Heralds, who is placed ready on a Ladder {et to the back
of the Convict Knight's Stall, at the Words cxpelled, and
put from among the drms, takes his Creft, and violently
cafts it down into the Cheir, afrer that his Banner and
Sword ; and when the Publication is read ou, all the
Ofticers of Arms fpurn the Archievements out of the Chosr,
dnto the Body of the Charch, firft the Sword, then the
Banner, and lafl of all the Creft, {o out of the Weft Door,
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thence to the Bridee, and over into the Ditch ; and thus
it was dene at the Degradarion of Edward, Duke of Buc-

I VIIL Theic Plates are likewife raken

down from their Stalls and carried away.
adation not being alone thonght {ufficient, it was
in Chapter, 32 Hen. VIII, whether, the” Names
ghts-Companians as were convi@ed of - Treafon
I remain in the Regifers, or be razed our: Where
v [ refloever the Aftions
or Names of {uch Ofenders fhould Le f und, thefe Words
LVah Proditor § hould be Writcen in the Margin 3 by which
means

Feign aetermined ;
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means the Regifler wou'd be preferved fair, and nor de:
faced with razures or blors,

In the clofe of this Section we may obferve, thar fome
Kﬂli{f-{l‘.f-cﬂ?’.’ﬁ.?hf[h‘!, wlio have {uffered Degradation, have
lived to be reftored thereto ; being re-eleéted, and re-
inveited, and their Atchievements fer vp again, by the
Indulgence of the next R eign ; as were the Lord Pagess,
I J\hr. nd the Marguifs of N rrf..u;.“;v:ua;, 1 Eliz. as like-
wile the Duke of Norfoll, v Mar,

2 AP i XXV

Honours paid to deceafed Knights-Com-
panions,

R S rto the firft part of this Section, the cele-
brating Mafles for defunét Knights-Come-
panions, 1 think it very little material here 5
that Ceremony altc :ar'_‘ with the Form of Religion, be-
came \'.{-U."\ diluf 32 Hen. VIII. at which time, in a
Chapter then held at :I fiminfler, the following Decree
F yier,
was made.
L P e e R e, :
That every one of the Knights-Campanions, in lieu of the
Jaid Maffes, fbould, for the future, after the Death of any of
their Brethren, according to the Rates of their Degrees here-
after mentioned, and immediately upon Demand of the Re-
gifter, and Dean of Windfor, or ene of them, pay the [eve-
ral Sums following.

i TG MR i

The Sovereign g 06 8 An Earl 2 [o o

A Stranger King 6 <8 4 A Vifcount I of 8

The Prince s 16 8 A Baron FeiR v

A Duke 5 oo o A Knight-Batchelor o 16
A Marquils 3 16 o

The Monies fo colleCed, (called Obiir Monies) were

by the faid Decree appointed to be diftributed in Alms-
Deeds
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