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Difpenfations for Abfence granted during Li re.

§ 5 . Sometimes Difpenfations for Abfence have been
obtained for Life , upon the Petite of the Heights -Com-
panions fetting forth their ^ e and Infirmity : An Inftance
of which, we find was granted to the Lord Dacrces, z6
Hen. VIII . and the Earl of Derby, 14 Car. I . and the
Lord Mufgrave ; but both with this Reftridtion - that the
abfent (hould be obliged to fend to Garter for his Efcut-
cheons, at the fame time that he fent his Excufe, and
Petite for Difpenfation j and fhould folemnly keep in his
own Houfe the Feaft, with all the (acred Rites and Ce¬
remonies , in his Robes , and other Ornaments , if Health
permit ; and in Cafe of Sicknels, upon his Bed , accor¬
ding to the ancient Statutes.

This Adt was thought of fo great Importance to be ob-
ferved , that the Chancellor was ordered to tranfcribe ir,
and fend it to each of the Kjiights-Companions• acquaint¬
ing them at the fame time, with the Penalties they thould
be liable to, if they negledled the lead Pundlilio. And
the like was again obferved, and repeated to them, before
the Feaft of the enfuing Year.

CAP.  XXIV.

The Degradation of a Knight -Com¬
panion.

5 1 . rpHE  Enfigns of theOrder are not to be with-
I drawn from a Knight, during Life , unlefs

Guilty of fome of thofe Marks of Reproach,
fet down in King Henry VIII ’s Statutes, Herefy,
Treafon , or Flying from Battle : It has [ometimes been
found, that Prodigality has been made a fourth Point,
where a Knight has fo wafted his Eftate , as to be inca¬

pable of fupporting his Dignity . The Pretence for dU
veiling* £>
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veiling VPUlidm, Lord Paget, 6 Edvo. VI . was , his not hcCing a Gentleman of Blood , both by Father and Mother'But Felony comes not within the compafs of this Statuteas not being exprefly mentioned among the Reproachesthere Summ’d up ; and fo it was adjudged in a Chapter,14 Jac. I . in the Cafe of I{obert, Earl of Somerfet, thenlately condemned for that Fadf, whereon his Hatchmentswere not removed.

When a Kjnght-Companicn is found Guilty of any ofthe Offences mentioned in King Henry VlII ’s Statutes, heis ufually degraded at the next Chapter, of which the So¬vereign gives the Knight s -Companiens previous notice jand then commands Garter to attend fuch of them as areappointed ro go to the Convidl Knight , who, in a folemnmanner, firft takes from him the George and Ribband, andthen his Garter. And at the enfuing Feaft of St . George, orfooner, if the Sovereign appoint it , publication of hisCrimes and Degradation is made by Garter.
Nexr , Garter, by Warrant ro that purpofe, takes downhis Atchievcment, on which Service he is vefted in hisCoat of Arms , and the Officers of Arms Handing abouthim , the Blacl̂ -Rod alfo prefent ; Firft Garter reads aloudthe Inftruments of Degradation , after which one of the

Heralds, who is placed ready on a Ladder let to the backof the Convidl Knight’s Stall , at the Words expelhd, and
■put from among the Arms, takes his Creft , and violentlycalls it down into the Choir, after that his Banner andSword ; and when the Publication is read out, all theOfficers of Arms fpurn the Atchievements out of the Choir,
pto the Body of the Church , firft the Sword , then theBanner, and laft of all the Creft , io out orthe Weft Door,thence to the Bridge, and ever into the Ditch ; and thusit was dene at the Degradation of Edward, Duke of Buck¬
ingham, 13 Hen. VIII . Their Plates are likewife takendown from their Stalls and carried away.

Degradation net being alone thought fuffident, it wasdebated in Chapter, 31 Hen. VIII . whether the Nantesof fuch Kjdghts-Companions as were convidled of Treafon
lhonid remain in the Regifiers, or be razed out : Where
the Sovereign determined ; That wherefoever the Adlionsor Names of fuch Offenders fhould be found , thefe Words
PVahProditiir}  tliould be Written in the Margin ; by which

means
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means the T{egiftcr wou ’d be preferved fair, and not de¬
facedwith razures or blots.

In the clofe of this Sedtion we may obferve, that fome
gnights -Companions, who have buffered Degradation , have
lived to be reftored thereto ; being re-eledtec , and re-
inveited , and their Atchievements let up again , by the
Indulgenceof the next Reign ; as were the Lord Paget’s,
I Mar. and the Marquifs of Northampton , 1 Elig. as like-
wife the Duke of Norfolk i Mar.

CAP XXV.

Honours paid to deceafed  Knights -Com-
panions.

» A S to the firft part of this Se& ion , the cele-
brating Malles for defundt Kjiights-Com-
panions, I think it very little material here ;

that Ceremony altering with the Form of Religion, be¬
came wholly diiufed, 32 Hen. VIII . at which time, in a
Chapter then held at iVejlminjler, the following Decree
was made.

That every one of the Knights -Companions , in lieu of the
faid MaJfes,Jhou!d, for the future , after the Death of any of
their Brethren, according to the Bates of their Degrees here¬
after mentioned, and immediately upon Demand of the Re-
gifter , and Dean of Windfor, or one of them, pay the feve-
ral Sums following.

1. s . d. 1. 1 . I,
The Sovereign 8 06 8 An Earl 2 10 o
A Stranger King 6 c8 4 A Vifcount 1 01 8
The Prince 5 16 8 A Raron 1 13 4.
A Duke 5 00 o A Knight- Batchelor 0168
A Marquifs 3 16 o

The Monies fo colledled, (called Ohiit Montes) were
by the faid Decree appointed to be diltributcd in Alms-

Deeds,
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