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C A P. XXIII

The Obfervation of the Grand Feaf? 5_1;
abfent Knights.

Abfent  Knights enjoined ta obferve - the Grand

Feaff.

§ 1. Aving fiewn with what Magnificence and Ce-
N remony the Feaft of St. chrgc has been, and
ought to be obferved 5 as alfo how ftndtly
[‘m Statutes oblige the Knights- C'cm;mmrm 10 appear ans
1 eat 3 i whar {evere Penal ies they a'c liable
reafonable Caufe of Abfence,
treceive diminition, from too
its: publick ‘*i""Lmni'leq 5 it was
of the Order D\(ru": Thak
the Kingdom, without firft ac-
212, and o z'mm?z" bis fpecial. Leave and
lels the Soverei gn g sranted them Licenfe
vea, betore the reft of his Subjects, if they
"d to underrake ‘n‘, ,'\fi’..ltai’\’ Expedition, from
I 1y Glory of Knighthood might be hop'd for,
t was then by thee uu th ﬂnm ¢ alfo ordained; (on
tloever occafion the Al fence might be,) That whete.
i ws-Companions refided, during the
- their I‘.Lm‘.’:; of the Oider
f \.,Iow on the Eve 9{51. George,
n the Feaft D'-' were finifbed 5 as
they been prefent in Pcrfm,
Deputy, during the whole Celebra«
they were not depr vived of their
e Feaft notwit ﬁrnmr;g
King Henry VIIL. o 1g the (_u*tum of thefe Cele-
brations 'Lca.«.". to b& n ‘f‘luﬁ} d, m the eleventh year of his
ign, e nlm{:'.u the Law in this h‘rncnhr evplammq
id Llc‘.'cnth Article. He declar'd and enjuin'd the
wc”ir'; of the whole Habi: en the Eve of St George, if
the Knight-Companion were not under reftraint, Then he
€numes
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enumerated the times for wearing it; to wir, on the Eve,
ar all times of Divine Service, Dinner and Supyper ; un!‘.h
in cafe of War, Sicknefs, or other juft Impediment;
when it was (ufficient, if t m abfent Knight did wear the
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Garter and Gel"rgc,{'i'.hﬂ in a Gold (_“m.m, or Silk Rib-
bond. :
And when the fame Sovereign, abour three Years after,

njoin'd

made a general Reformation of the Qmmf", he
the abfent F\).'rr ts-Cl m'wm 1”7s fu.l s under ref
prepare a (_1}111.« \"r\i! in' the (JMLH or Chappel
]"c defign’d to hear tot I the
reign 3 in which f hm’u. Y
within a Gareer 3 and alfo to erect another Stall, as farin
diftance ’:'.ccuid ing to the proportion of the faid Church
or Chappel,) frem the Stall of the Sovereign, asisthe
abfen tl\mg,-,ts Stall in the Caftle of WPindfor, ahd there-
in place his own Arms : And fhould wear the whole Habic
of the Order, and hear Divine Service, fuch as the Church
ordained for the faid time; as w .‘l on the Eve and
Motning, as onthe Afternoon onthe Feaft Day. He is like-
wife to do Reverence rowards the Alrar, in the Honour
of God, and after towards the Stall erected for the Soves
feign, at his coming in and going out of the ".{.d Church
or Chappel, and as often as he fhould pafs before the faid
Stall. Butr Emper Kings, Princes, or Electors, are
excepred, who may place their Seats and Stalls as they
think ficting.

This Decree is fill in full force, and we fhall only fur-
ther obferve, that it has been ufual for the ablent Knight
o perform the fame Ceremonies as near as may be to
what is obferved at F#indfor, and to be artended with a
convenient Number of Gentlemen before him, well ha-
bited, wicth the Officers of his Houfhold, €c. who, ac-
Csr{-'a" to their D( grees, pro ceed two and two together
bare-headed ; and thathe Dn es and Sups alone at all times,
unlefs a ’1.:' a,r-f‘orr;J:‘i:z‘Ln be with him.

How it is to be obferved in Cafe of Sicknefs.

§ 2. In C';F" of Sicknefs, if the abfent Knight was
only Crmhnd to his Chamber, the Cuftom was to prepare
2 Capital Stall for the Sor

ve 1-..{~11 in the Chamber where

he
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be lay, and anether Stall for himfelf, placed according 1o
the before-mentioned dire®ions, to remain during the
Feaft ; in which Room Divine Offices were celebrateg
And if the abfent Knight was {o Sick as to keep his Bed,
then his whole Habit of the Order was laid thereon 3 and'
upon this Account dmbrofe, Earl of Warwick, falling 1]I

at Greenwich, when St, George’s Day was there celebrared, *

Anno 30 Eliz. retird to his Chamber, and far in his
Robes,

In what manner the Feaft hath been obfervd by
abfent Kuights.

§ 3. Of this, the Black-Book of the Qrder gives a very
confiderable Precedent ; Namely, the Feaft of St. George
held ar the Palace of Hereford, by Prince Arthur, 15
Hen, VII. being then in his Government of the Princie
pality of F7ales 5 and had with bim Sir Ricbard Popl, one
of the Knights-Companions ; where every thing, according
to the formof the Statutes, was duly obferved. The Prince’s
Sword was Lorn before his Stall, and the Service perfor-
med by his Herald with grear exa@nefs. Likewife the
Spvereign’s Herald ftood all the while before the Sove-
reign’s Srall, which was adorned with accuftomed Orna.
ments; and the Bithop, who performed Divine Service,
had his Seat erected rear the High Alear.

here are other Inftances, as particularly thofe obfer-
ved by Sir Henry Sidney, at Shrewsbwy and Ludlow, 23
and 24 Queen Eliz. which were very remarkable,

As to the obfervation of the Feaft, by a Knight beyond
Sea, there is an Inftance in Robert, Earl of Leicefter, Licu-
tenant for Queen Elizabeth, Governor, and Caprain Ge-
neral of the united Provinces, and. there celebrated the
Fealt, 1586, He had an Efcutcheon of the Order, impail-
ed with the Sovercign’s Arms, fixt to the front of his
Houle, fo alfo to the back of her Stall in the Church, and
his own Arms at the back of his own Stall.

l¢ proceeded on Horfe-back ta the Church, a Purfui-
vant riding before him, wearing a King of Arms's Coat;
who, after Sermon, proceeded before him to the Offering 3
which he made for the Sovereign' and himfelf ; Service
being ended, he returned to bis Lodging, and dined with

great Solemnicy, Difpen-
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Difpenfations for Abfence granted during Life.

5. Sometimes Difpenfations for Abfence have been
obrained for Life, upon the Petite of the Knights-Com-
panions fetting forth their Age and Infirmity : An Inftance
of which, we find was granted to the Lord Dacrees, 26
Hen. VIII. and the Earl of Derby, 14 Car.1. and the
Lord Mufgrave 3 but both veith this Reftriction ; thar the
abfent fhould be obliged to fend to Garter for his Elcut-
cheons, at the fame time that be fent his Exculfe, and
Petite for Difpenfation ; and fhould folemnly keep in his
own Houfe the Feaft, with all the facred Rites and Ce-
remonies, in his Robes, and other Ornaments, if Health
permit ; and in Cafe of Sicknefs, upon his Bed, accor-
ding to the ancient Statutes.

This A was thought of fo great Importance to be ob-
ferved, that the Chancellor was ordered to tranfcribe ir,
and fend it to each of the I{nfgbr:—Cr?mpmrion:; acquaint-
ing them at the fame time, with the Penalties they fhould
be liable to, if they negle@ed the leaft Punctilio. And
the like was again obferved, and repeated to them, before
the Feaft of the enfuing Year.

C A P. XXIV.
The Degradation of a Knight-Com-

P&HIOI'I.

§ 1. HE Enfigns of the Order are not to be with-

drawn from a Knight, during Life, unlefs

Guilty of fome of thofe Marks of Reproach,
fec down in King Henry VIII's Sratutes, vig. Herefy,
Treafon, or Flying from Barcle : It has fometimes been
found, that Prodigality has been made a fourth Poinr,
where a Knight has fo wafted his Eftate, as to be inca-
pable of fupporting his Dignity. The Pretence for
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