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CAP.  XXIIL

The ObferVation of the Grand
abjent IQiigbts.

jib fent Knights enjoined to obferve
Feafi.
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§ l. TTYAving fnewn with what Magnificence and Ce- f.>
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1
 I remony the Feaft of St . George has been, and ,ought to be obfervcd ; as alfo how ftriftly ‘Wcifthe Statutes oblige the Knights - Companions to appear an. ‘W?1.

nually thereat ; and what fevere Penalties they are liable
to , if abfent, except on reafonable Cattle of Abfence.
Yet left the Honour might receive diminution , from toofnvtll an Appearance at its publick Solemnities ; it wasfarther at the L .ftitution of the Order Decreed : That 1®'°?'
none of them ftxuid depart the Kingdom , without firft ac- ilk^ 1
quainting the Sovereign, and obtaining hisfpecial Leave and )fG *t a
Licet,fe ; neverthelcls the Sovereign granted them Licenfe
to go beyond Sea, before the reft of his Subjects, if they iCtappe
were ailpos

’d to undertake any Military Expedition , from d Bui
•whence any Glory of Knighthood might be hop'd for. . stpi,'It was then by the eleventh Article alfo ordained; ( on tsfainjwhatfoever cccafion the Abfence might be, ) That where. ThisDti
foever any of the Knights -Companions refided , during the ««fet
faid Feafi , they fitould wear their Mantles of the Order, wfonn
from the Hour of the firji Vefpers on the Eve of St. George , tiisobi
till the fectnd Vefpers on the Feafi Day were finifhed ; as saittiti
they f ' ,n ,1 have done , had they been prefent in Perfon, ni,n |]with the Sovereign or his Deputy , during tire whole Cckbrtt-.
tion of the Feafi ; [in cafe they were not deprived of their  4ajtJ
Liberty . ) the Prorogation of the Feaft notwithftanding.  iiajj.King Henry VIII . obferving the Cuftom of thele Cele¬
brations’

began to be negledted , in the eleventh year of his
p ,

Reign , enlarged the Law in this particular, explaining 1 11
the Paid eleventh Article. He declar’d and enjdn

’d the
wearing of the whole Habit cn the Eve of St. George, if '>!, ]n
the Knight- Companion were pot under reftraint . Then he

enumej



enumerated the times for wearing it ; to wit , on the Eve,’
at all times of Divine Service , Dinner and Sapper ; nnlefs
in cafe of War , Sicknefs , or other juft Impediment ;
when it was fufficient , if the abfent Knight did wear the
Garter and George, either in a Gold Chain , or Siik Rib*
bond.

And when the fame Sovereign, about three Years after,
made a general Reformation of the Statutes, he enjoin

’d
the abfent Knights-Companims (unlefs under reftrainr,) to
prepare a Capital Stall in the Church or Chappel where
he defign

’d to hear Service, to the Honour of the Sove¬
reign ; in which (hould be fet up the Arms of the Order
within a Garters, and aifo to eredt another Stall , as far in
diftance (according to the proportion of the laid Church
or Chappel,) from the Stall of the Sovereign, as is the
abfent Knights Stall in the Caftle of tPindfor, and there¬
in place his own Arms : And fhould wear the whole Habit
of the Order, and hear Divine Service , fuch as the Church
ordained for the faid time ; as well on the Eve and
Morning , as on the Afternoon on the Feaft Day. He is like-
wife to do Reverence towards the Altar, in the Honour
of God , and after towards the Stall eredfed for the Sove*
reign, at his coming in and going out of the faid Church
or Chappel, and as often as he Ihould pafs before the faid
Stall . But Emperors , Kings, Princes, or Electors , are
excepred, who may place their Seats and Stalls as they
think fitting.

This Decree is ftill in full force , and we fliall only fur¬
ther obferve , that it has been ufual for the abfent Knight
to perform the fame Ceremonies as near as may be to
what is obferved at tVindftr, and to be attended with a
convenient Number of Gentlemen before him , well ha¬
bited , with rhe Officers of his Houfhold, 0 c . who, ac¬
cording to their Degrees, proceed two and two together
bare- headed ; and that he Dines and Sups alone at all times,
unlefs a Kpight-Companion be with him.

Hovo it is to be obferved in Cafe of Sicknefs.

§ 1. In Cafe of Sicknef' , if the abfent Knight was
POly confin’d to his Chamber , the Cuftom was to prepare
a Capital Stall for the Sovereign, in the Chamber where
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he lay , and another Stall for himfelf , placed according t0 ,uthe before -mentioned directions , to remain during

6
the Wr

Feaft ; in which Room Divine Offices were celebratedAnd if the abfent Knight was fo Sick as to keep his Bed,'then his whole Habit of the Order was laid thereon ; and
*

# ^
upon this Account Amhrofe, Earl of Warwick, falling UJat Greenwich, when St . George

’s Day was there celebrated,
' ^ ict.Anno 30 Eli %. retir’d to his Chamber, and fat in his

'
- VllRobes. Jj |».

In what manner the Feaft hath been obferv’d by
abfent Knights.

$ 3 . Of this , the Blac1{~Boo\ of the Order gives a veryConfiderable Precedent ; Namely , the Feaft of St . Georgeheld at the Palace of Hereford, by Prince Arthur, 15Hen. Vll . being then in his Government of the Princi¬
pality of Wales ; and had with him Sir Richard Pool, one
of the Knights -Comfaniens ; where every thing , accordingto the form of the Statutes, was duly obferved . The Prince ’s
S word was lorn before his Stall , and the Service perfor-med by his Herald with great exact nets . Likewife the
Sovereign ’s Herald flood all the while before the Sove¬
reign ’s Stall , which was adorned with accullomed Orna¬
ments ; and the Bifiiop, who performed Divine Service,
had his Seat erected rear the High Altar.

There are other Inftanccs , as particularly thofe obfer¬
ved by Sir Henry Sidney, at Sbrembwy  and Ludlow,  23and 24 Queen Eli which were very remarkable.

As to the obfervation of the Feaft , by a Knight beyond
Sea , there is an Inftance in Ro bert,  Earl of Leicefler, Lieu¬
tenant for Queen Elizabeth, Governor , and Captain Ge¬
neral of the united Provinces , and . there celebrated the
Feaft , 1586 , He had an Efcutcheon of the Order, impail-ed with the Sovereign ’s Arms , fixt to the front of his
Houle , fo alfo to the back pf her Stall in the Church , and
his own Arms at the back of his own Stall.

He proceeded on Horfe -back to the Church , a Purfui-
vant riding before him , wearing a King of Arms ’s Coat;
who , after Sermon , proceeded before him to the Offering;
which he made for the Sovereign ' and himfelf ; Service
being ended , he returned to his Lodging , and dined with
great Solemnity , Dfpen-
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Difpenfations for Abfence granted during Li re.

§ 5 . Sometimes Difpenfations for Abfence have been
obtained for Life , upon the Petite of the Heights -Com-
panions fetting forth their ^ e and Infirmity : An Inftance
of which, we find was granted to the Lord Dacrces, z6
Hen. VIII . and the Earl of Derby, 14 Car. I . and the
Lord Mufgrave ; but both with this Reftridtion - that the
abfent (hould be obliged to fend to Garter for his Efcut-
cheons, at the fame time that he fent his Excufe, and
Petite for Difpenfation j and fhould folemnly keep in his
own Houfe the Feaft, with all the (acred Rites and Ce¬
remonies , in his Robes , and other Ornaments , if Health
permit ; and in Cafe of Sicknels, upon his Bed , accor¬
ding to the ancient Statutes.

This Adt was thought of fo great Importance to be ob-
ferved , that the Chancellor was ordered to tranfcribe ir,
and fend it to each of the Kjiights-Companions• acquaint¬
ing them at the fame time, with the Penalties they thould
be liable to, if they negledled the lead Pundlilio. And
the like was again obferved, and repeated to them, before
the Feaft of the enfuing Year.

CAP.  XXIV.

The Degradation of a Knight -Com¬
panion.

5 1 . rpHE  Enfigns of theOrder are not to be with-
I drawn from a Knight, during Life , unlefs

Guilty of fome of thofe Marks of Reproach,
fet down in King Henry VIII ’s Statutes, Herefy,
Treafon , or Flying from Battle : It has [ometimes been
found, that Prodigality has been made a fourth Point,
where a Knight has fo wafted his Eftate , as to be inca¬

pable of fupporting his Dignity . The Pretence for dU
veiling* £>
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