( 484)

C A P. XXIL

The Ceremonies obferved on the laft Doy
: of the Feaft.

Of the Proceeding to the Choir.

= HE manner of Proceeding to the Chaptey.

Houfe is performed in the fame manner as ip

was on the Eve of the Feaft ; and differs on]
in this Point; thart then the Sovereign and Knighs are gh.
liged by the Starures to proceed in full Robes ; here, by
the Indulgence of King Henry VIIUs Statutes, all are dife
penfed with, except the upper Robe or Mantle: And
as then the Image of St. George was worn Peridan
at the Coller of the Order, now a blue Ribbond {ufficeth
and inftead of a Cap and Feather, only their ordinar;
Hats.

It was the ancient Cuftom ro Celebrate a Chapter in the
Morming of the laft Day of the Feaft, before the Sove:
reign proceeded to the Chappel, chiefly to make Eleion
of Knights, where any Stall is void ; which has {ome-
times been held, when the Sovereion did not g0 to the
Chappel, in the Privy Chamber, and then the Lieutenant,
waving the Chaprer-Houfe, proceeds firaight on to the
Chappel, and enters at the South Door.

Of the elelt Kuights preceeding into the Choir.

§ 2. Where an Ele@ion has been made of a Perfon
then prefent at Courr, he is called into the Chaprer-Houfe
by Garter, according to the ufual manner ; and having
been invefted with the George and Garter, he ufually pal-
fed in the Proceeding to the Chappel, whether it were
from the Chapter-Heufe, or Prefence Chamber; and In
this ordinary Apparel, always bare-headed ; the Place
allowed himin the Proceeding being berween the Knights-
Companiens and the Officers of Arms: Bur if two
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Knights have been cleted, they then proceed together,
before the Knights-Companions. At his Entrance into the
Choir, the ele¢t Knight is placed by Garter, next before
the loweft Srall ; or if there be two eleCted, and both
proceed to the Chappel, they are placed in the two loweft
Stalls ; where they are to ftand all Service time, unlefs

upon Licence to fir, as they have fometimes obtained.
Of the Ceremonies performed at Divine Service.

§ 3. In this Morning Service, before the Reformation
of our Church, the Mafs of Regquiem was folemnly Sung,
for the Souls of the Knights-Companions, and all faithful
Souls departed, which was provided for by the Starures.
As likewife, thart all the Knights fhould be prefent therear,
unlefs upon Licen(e obrained, or fpecial Cafe to the con-
wary. At this Celebration, was the deceafed Knights
Atchievements alfo offered with folemn Ceremony ; of
which we fhall {peak prefently.
| 4 Another Ceremony belonging to the Service of this
Morning, is the Offering of Gold and Silyer, which
(when the firft Sentence of the Offertory has been pro-
nounced,) is again performed by the Sovereign and
Knights-Companions ; the Ceremonies being the fame, in
| all particulars, as are obferved at the like Offering on the
| Feaft Day.

Divine Service being ended, the Sovereignand Knights~
Cempanions frequently proceed to the Chapter-Houfe, and
there puc off their Mandes, and therewith’ the Cere-
monies of this Grand Feaft derermine.
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