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Mufidans.
Yeomen of the Bows and Guns.
Captain Cook , and the Children of the Chapjel;
Two Carvers.
Two Sewers.
Two Pages of the Prefence.
Two Efquires of the Body.
Two Apothecaries.
Four Serjeants at Arms.
Eight Sewers of the Chamber .

'

Pages of the back Stairs.
Captain of the Guards.
Officers of the Robes.
Two Grooms of the Privy- Chamber*
Groom Porter.
Marihal of the Ceremonies.
Removing Wardrobe.
Gentlemen of the Chappd.
Five MdTengers.
Sixteen Trumpeters.
Serjeant Trumpeter;
Drum Major,
Four Drummers and a Fife.

’

The Order of the Ceremonies on the Eve

§ i . rTTH E Celebration of the Grand Feaft, with the
R Ceremonies , devis ’d to let forth and illuftrate

the Glory thereof, hath been worthy the ob-
•ovation0f the fir ft Inftitutor , and all fucceeditig Sove-
re‘gns ; well knowing that what is once fiightly obferv ’d

fill foon fall into difefteem, if not into contempt . There-
tore they have been very particular to the Day , the Hour,

CAP . XX.

of the Grand Feaji.

Of the beginning of the Grand Feaft'
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and the Place, where the Sovereign and }<jiigits ~Com-
panions are cn meet.

As to the firft, although Sc . George
’s Day (or fuch other

Day as the Sovereign ihall pleafe to nominate and appoint
by Prorogation in lieu thereof,) be the Principal andGrand Day of the Feaft , yet the Eve of that Day doesthe Feaft take Commencement , and determines not till
the third Day following ; the whole Solemnity taking
tip three Days incltifively.

And this is clear from feveral Articles of the Statutes,wherein the courfe of the Ceremonies to be obferv ’d at
the Grand Solemnity are fee down ; whether obferved,
on the Eve , the Feaft- Day , or the Morrow after : And
thefe three Days together did the Sovereign hold the
Grand Feaft , whether they perfonally celebrated the fame,
or deputed other of the Kftights-Citnpanions to that Em¬
ploy ment , the caufe of the Commiflions of Deputation
Jimitting their Power either in general , during the time of
the Feaft ; or in particular , upon the Day of St . George, ..the Day , and that following , vi %. the laft Day of the
Feaft . In like manner, when in fucceeding Times , Com-
millions ot Prorogation of the Grand Feaft were made
ule of, we find the three Days continuance of the
Feaft to be particularly mentioned in the Body of'
thofe Commiflions : Namely , the Day wherein, by fuch-
Appointment, the Feaft was to begin , the Grand Day it
feif , and the Day whereon it ended.

The Directions given in the Statutes, for the Order and
Couric of this Solemnity , to begin with the Eve , run
thus : Every Year upen St . George

's Eve, (hall be an Af-
fembly , or Meeting of all the Kjdghts-Companicns of the
Order, at Hdndfor Caftie, fftc. and the fame is pofitively
et join

’d by all the other Bodies of the Statutes.
And as the Grand Feaft is generally faid to Commence in

Vigiiia Semcli Georgii, or as it is otherwife exprelt in the
l{, in Vigiiia in future celebratis, or , Vigiliis

Divi Georgii, or in Vigiiia Fefti. So has the time of this
proceeding Day feveral other Denominations given it
in the lame R>:gift :r, Vcjper ante Diem SanBi Georgii ;
in Vcfperiis Gcorgianis , in Vefperiis Fefti , in Vefperiis Com-
mitionan ; and at other times , pridie Divi Georgii, pridie
Georgian .e Solemritatis , pridie Fefi , pridie feriarum Divi
Georgii, and lornetimes per vigiiia, and laftly in plait*
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Englijh, Sr . Georgs s Eve ; all which fignify one and the
fame thing, and are but various Names given to the
Evening of the Day foregoing either that of Sr. George,
or that whereon the Grand Feaft is appointed to be held
by Prorogation.

Thus we fee that the Founder began his Solemnity
upon the Eve of the Feaft Day ; which doubtlefs was in
conformity to the Cuftom of the Church , who made the
Vigils and Eves parr of the enfuing Feftivals , and as
Ulhers to the Grand Solemnities.

As the Eve was appointed by the Founder for the
Commencement of the Anniverfary of the Grand Feaft,
fo to make the time more certain , the Statutes exprefs the
exadf Hour of meeting for beginning the Solemnities,
to be at the Hour of Tierce, which in many other Places
is called , Horn Tertiarum. But this teemed not fufficienr
to exprefs clear enough the meaning of a Law , where s'
Penalty was enjoined , and therefore at a Chapter held at
Windjor, 17 Edvt. IV . a fcruple arifing among the Kpights-
Companions, concerning the Words Horn Tertianim, whe¬
ther they were intended to mean three in the Afternoon,
or at the Hour of the Church , generally ufed after
Prime Noon before ; and fixed ic co theiatter.

The Epgiftrum Chartaceum Records the fame Expla¬
nation of the Words ; and to let us fee that ’twas imme¬
diately put in Practice , it is there entered with the Names
of thofe Knights- Compemicais prefent with the Sovereign,
both in the Morning and Evening of the fame Day.

Another Inftance of which there is , 3 Hat.  VII . on
the Eve of the Grand Feaft, held by Prorogation at
Windfor, where the Sovereign , in regard of the arrival of
feveral Ambaffadors, pur off the ufual Chapter all Nocn ;
whence it is evident, that the Cuftom at this time was
likewife to begin the Solemnity in the Morning.

But norwithftanding the faid Decree of King Edtt. IV.
we find it Anno 11 Hen VIIL to be meant and intended
for three in the Afternoon. And when King Henry VIII,
came to Model the Statutes of the Order, in two feveral
Articles , he declares and expounds the Horn Tertia, (which,
the Englifh Verfion of thofe Statutes renders the Hour of
Tierce,) to be the Flora Tertia poft Mereditm, three in the
Afternoon ; and in another Article of the lame S ' atutes,
Bora Tertiarum , id eft , Hera Tertiarum p "ft Mercdiem ;
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ard ellewhcrc , Ibra Tertia Vefpertina vel Pomeridiana i
v\ hich Hour , as it was then fettled to be the pun&ual
time for the Kjiights -Companions meeting , to enter on the
Solemnity of the Feaft , fo has it ever fince continued un¬
altered , and ulually obferved '.

The Place of Aflembly for the Sovereign and Kjiights-
Companions, hath ulually been in fuch of the Sovereign ’s
Privy Lodgings , both at fVindfor, or elfewhere , as he
hath appointed ; frequently in the Privy , Withdrawing,
or Bed Chambers : To this appointed Place the Knights-
Companions repair , to give their Attendance on the Sove¬
reign , having firft inverted themfelves in full Robes,
either in their own Lodgings , or fome convenient Room
at Court , where Garter is to attend them , with notice of
the apt roaching Hour.

The fQiig ht j - Campinions being come to the Sovereign,
as like wile the Officers of the Order, ha bited in their
'Mantles, and bearing in their Hands the Symbols of their
lcveral Offices , they wait the Sovereign

’s being verted in
his Robes , till he partes into the Prefence Chamber,
or give beginning to the Feaft , by opening the Chapter at
their meeting , before he goes thither.

Ab ; uc the fame time , the Provincial Kings , Heralds '
,

and Purfitivants, wearing their Coats of the Sovereign
’s

.Arms ; fo alfo the Band of Penfioners , armed with their
Pole Axes , Aflemble in the Prefence Chamber ; but the
Prebends of the College , verted in their Taffaty Mantles
over their S irp !ices , and Alms - {{ nights in their Mantles
and Surcoats, 0 me no nearer than the Guard Chamber.

- Laftly , The Servants and Attendants of the IQiigbts -Com-
pmions meet without the Guard Chamber Door , whence
fpreading themfelves down ' the Stairs , through the Stone
Gallery , into the upper Ward of the Caftle , or as far as
their Number will reach , all wait the Sovereign

’
s coming

forth into the Prefence.
It will be necefiary here to inform the Reader , in re¬

gard not only the Feaft Day of St . George, but the
Grand Feaft held in Honour of the Order, hath been kept
in icveral other Places befides VPindfor Caftle, more par¬
ticularly , at Halite - Hail , Si . James

's , Greenwich,  andLwA;
that there are many Ceremonies . and other Particulars here¬
after named , which alter not with the Place , but apper¬
tain to the Feftival , and are therefore to be obferved every

where
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where alike ; as for inftance, che form of Proceeding,
the manner of holding Chapters, the Ceremony of Of¬
fering Gold and Silver, S hearing of Officers , and fuch
like : But others there are , which arc preciiely local and
particular , as the Prebends and Alms- lQngbts going in
the Proceeding, the Offering up of Atchievements, Qc.
to PVindfor only.

Since the withdrawing the Grand Feaft from PIyhi Ifor,
fome of the Officers of Arms, curious in the Obferva-
tinn of thefe Solemnities, performed in other Places , have
afforded us great Plenty of Memorials, relating to die ce¬
remonious Part thereof, while the fame was continued
at PVindfor ; and therefore, when the true Place where the
Inftance lies , fhaU be alfo cited , the Reader is not to con¬
clude that the Precedent urged doth not full enough ar>
fwer the Purpofe, nnlefs it had been likewife fetched
from Wndfor. But that in this cafe , the Ceremony or
Example is fuch , as is peculiar to the Feaft, not the Place,
and ought to be obferved without alteration ar any Place,
where the Sovereign fhaU keep the Grand Feafh

Of fetting the Proceeding in Order.

§ 2 . In T .mes raff , theVfnight s-Compamons appeared
at the Grand Feaft, attended with a numerous Train of
Servants and other Dependents ; bur the Feaft having re -̂
moved from Plindfor to other Places , much of this anci¬
ent Splendor was laid alide ; yet upon King James. l. Ac-
ceffion to the Crown , (omewbac of this Glory began ro
revive ; for we find it entered upon the Regifter, in the
fourth of his Reign ; That the ancient Cuftom , whichfor fome
Tears had been intermitted , wherein , At the Solemnity of
this Peaft , al ! the Knights - Companions were wont to gs at¬
tended, each with a targe Train , was recalled and brought
barf into ufe.

But this heighth of Gallantry and Splendor in the Num¬
ber of Attendants, and richnefs of their Apparel , within
ten Years grew up to fuch Excefs , or rather Exorbitancy,
that it required a reftraint ; wherefore the Sovereign , by
the unanimous Advice of the Kjiigkts-Ccmp antons, Decreed,
and Commanded, That every one of the ivnights- Ccmpa--
fltonsof the Order , fioruld have to attend upon ais Pc . !a
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at the yearly Solemnisation of the Feafi of the Order , fiftyFerfons , and no more : The reafon whereof we find elle.where noied tc» be, for faring of Charge, and avoiding ofEmulation . But in the beginning of King Charles  I.Reign , of ever Blefifcd Memory, the gallantry of Attend-ants began again to jncreafe and Augment ; infomuchthat at the Grand Feaft held at White-Hall,  the aid , 23d,and 24th of Aprfil, Anno  8 Car.  I . we find it obferved,that the Kjiights-Comfaniens  came forth attended , eachwith a Train of Servants very richly clad.

But to return and enter upon the .Proceeding, to the endthe Servants and Attendants of the .ffnights Companions
may be exactly Marfnnlied , the Uflier of the Hall (whofe
Duty it is to rank them ) ought to call fer a Lift fromGar¬
ter, of fuch Kfnigbts - Ccmpanions as are to be prefeiit atthe Grand Feaft , noted with their feveral Places in the
.Proceeding, for his better Directions in afligning the At¬tendants their due Places, the Order whereof is thus,-: Firft,the Junior Knights-Attendants proceed one before ano¬ther , on rhe left Hand, upon whofe right Hand the fe-
cond eideft Knights - Attendants go in equal Rank withthem , for this we oblerve to have been the general rule;where the Kfiights- Companions Proceed iri pairs , their At¬
tendants go together; thofe belonging to the Senior Knightsof the two , on the right Hand, and to the Junior upontheir left ; but the Order is otherwile , where any of the
Kyuglts -Corr.pamcns proceed fii g

' e and alone , ( which of¬
ten falls out , as fhall be noted in its due Place, ) for then
the Attendants belonging to that fir.gle Knight go rwo
and two , on .both fides the Way , oppofite one again !!
the other.

But when the Grand Feaft is Celebrated at White'
Hall,  there the KJiights- Compinions Attendants are Mar¬
shalled by the laid Udier , on both fides the Paffage, frem
the outward Door of the Guard Chamber, down into the
Pla! !, taking tip all the Room as far as the old Chappel;and bccaule here they do not proceed , in regard of the
ftorrncfs of the Prccdjionai way , but only make a Hand,
for the Procccdi g to rafs through them , they are racked
in a way different front that ufe 'd at tVindjor ; nereithe-

,ieis relating more cfpecialiy to the Order obferved by
their Mnfters ; Which Method ) in the Sovereign

's Pro¬
ceeding to the Chappel, at the bdoreaientioned Feaft»" "

: ' held
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■field at White- Hall, Anno 8 Car I . we find thus defcribed
The eldeft Knight-Companions Servants were ranked on
the right Hand of the Pafl'age , the chiefeft of them near
unto the old Chappel Door ; and the fecond Knight (be¬
ing Companion to the eldeft) his Attendants (food on the
Jett fide , the chiefeft of them alfo next the faid old Chappel
Door , and in cafe the eldeft Knight 's Fellow or Compa¬
nion be not prefent in this Proceeding, then the eldeft
Knight

’
s Servants ought to be placed oppofite one againft

the other, upon each fide the laid old Chappel Door :
The like Order is to be taken in Martha!ling the Servants
of the other Knights of this molt Noble Order, whofe
Companions are then abfent.

Secondly , The Order of Proceeding amongft the Aims-
Knights, (who , Anno i Car. I . had two Waiters of the
Sovereign

’
s Hail , in their Livery Coats , bearing white Rods

in their Hands , to proceed before them, ) is in general
two and two together , the Junior is placed loretmft on the
left Hand , and his next Senior on his right ; and if Stck-
nefs, or other lawful Impediment , chance to hinder one
or more of them , from going in the Proceeding, his Ju¬
nior is advanc ’d into his Place , and coniequently all the
other Juniors do in like manner alter their Places , and
advance, to the end the fuperior Piace be ftill Supplied.,
according to the right rule of Marflralling the Singles,
that compofe a grofs Body ; but in this Calc, if the
Number that attend happen to be odd , the Governor of
the Alms- Knights goes laft of all , and alone.

Thirdly , The Virger of the College hath his Place
next after the Alms-Knights, arid immediately before the
Prebends of the College ; who being habited in a Gown,
beareth a Silver Verge, the Enfign of his Office : Ne-
verthelefs , heretofore, when the Prebends went not in the
Proceeding , on the Eve of the Grand Feaft, the Virger
proceeded firft of all , before the Alms- Knights, for fo it
was obferved on the Eve of Sc . George, at Windfor , Anno
6 Eli%. and in this manner we fee it expreft , in the Pro¬
ceeding fet forth by Marcus Gcrcha 'd.

Fourthly, Under the general rule, relating to the Alms-
Knights, are comprehended rhe Prebends of the College,
the Pwjuivants , Heralds, and Provincial IQ'

ngs, infonruch,
that where either of the faid K ngs are abient , the Senior
Herald is advanced , and goes in breaft oa the left Hand of

F f 4 him
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him who is then prefent j fo alfo where any of the Heiraids are wanting , his next "Junior afcendeth into hisPlace ; whereby it fometimcs falls out, that the SeniorPurjuivant is joined to the left Hand of the Junior Herald:And through their defedts and abfence , the Number ofthe Officers of Arms be odd , then (with this difference inthe forelaid rule obferved among the Alms-Kjiights,) the
youngeft Purfuivant goeth tingle by himfelf.

Touching the right of Precedency, between the Offi¬cers of Arms , and Prebends of the College, in Proceedingbefore the Sovereign and Kjiights-Companions, we findthere hath been heretofore not only fotne Queftion ftart-
ed , but the Place contended for ; infomuch , that at theInftallarion of the Earls of Shrewsbury and Cumberland,Anno 34 Eli %. the Prebends took Place , and upon the 2,4thof May, Anno 39 Elis; , at the Inftallation of Thomas, Lord
Howard of iValden, and others , the Prebends again en¬deavoured to pals between the Officers of Arms , and Of.licers of the Order ; but Charles, Lord Howard of Effin¬
gham, then Lieutenant to the Sovereign , delivered his
Opinion on the behalf of the Officers of Arms againft the
Prebends.

Yet did not this fo fettle the 0 >der of Precedency , or
quiet the Prebends, but that the Contention again broke
our, Anno 1 Jac. I , at the Inftallation of the Earls of Pe»i-
breok., Man , Southampton, and Duke of Lenox ; (which
happened cn the ninth, not fecond of July, in the forefaid
Year, ) even to fuch a heighrh, that the Prebends, Pur-

fuivants, and Heralds, contended in the Proceeding } butthe Controverfy was on the next Adorning compofed , bythe Lord Admiral, (then the Sovereign’s Lieutenant,) the
Lord Treafurcr , and the Earl of Hfrcefter ; and the Orderin Proceeding thus fettled : firft , That the Alms -Kjiightsffiould go feremeft, the Purftivants next , then the Pre¬
bends, and then the Heralds and Kings of Arms j and this
Order in Proceeding was afterwards obferved, on the
21 May, Anno 4 Jac. I , at the Inftallation of the Earl of
Salisbury, and Vifcount Bindon; as alfo the 19 .May, Anno
6 . of the fame King , at the Inftallation of the Earls of
Dunbar, and Montgomery.

Howfceit, Anno 9 Jac. I . and fo afterwards, we do not
find the Purfuivants mentioned in the Proceeding, by par¬ticular Name, nor otherwife, than in this following Or-
. . / "
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der , vi%- Alms- Knights, Prebends , Heralds, 8cc . _but it may
be preformed that ihe Purfuivants, then joined again in
Body with the Heralds, (though for fome Years before di¬
vided from them , by the incerpofition of the Prebends,)
as well as the Provincial Kings , and all of them under the
Title of Heralds, and fometimes Officers of Arms.

And though at the Grand Feaft held by Prorogation, on
Sunday the 14th of September, in the faid fifteenth Year
of King James, it is noted, that the Prince (being then
the Sovereign

’s Lieutenant,) proceeded to Morning Ser¬
vice on the Feaft Day , with the Alms- Knights, Heralds,
Prebends, and Officers of the Order before him ; from
which manner of Expreffion, it may perchance be lup-
pofed, that the Heralds went at that time next after the
Alms-Knights, and before the Prebends -, nevertheless , elle-
where we find them, on the Eve of the aforefaid Feaft,
ranked in this following Order.

The Alms-Knights.
The Prebends.
The Officers of Arms.

’

The Knights of the Order , &e.

And doubtlefs, they proceeded in the fame Order to the
Chappel , on the next Morning, notwithftarding what is
before faid to the contrary , thole Expreilions being inter¬
woven with the general Account given of the Ceremonies
of the whole Feftival, and more fubjedt to miftake, where
the relation of the Proceeding is carried on in a continued
Difcourfe, than were ranked (as is before exhibited,) in
particular Lines, and in the Order and Form of a Pro¬
ceeding . Befides , we no where meet with any Order or
Decree , nulling the forefaid Determination, made Anno
1Jae. I . which placeth the Prebends before the He¬
ralds. Finally , to give an end to the Difputesin this Point,
we find , that upon the Eve of this Feaft , held at Hrindfir,
the 23 , 24, and 25 of November, Anno 1 Car . J. the Pre¬
bends proceeded next before the Purfuivants. and the
Purfuivants immediately before the Heralds and Provincial

Kings ; that is to fay , all the Officers of Arms (except
G^ ter,  whofe Place is elfewhere, ) proceeded in one en¬
tire Body together , which Order we find to be the fame
in all Proceedings after , that w7e have met with , and was
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fo obferved at the Grand Feaft held at Windfor, Anno i?Car. II . and ever fince . But to proceed.All the before mentioned Attendants wait in their fe-veral Stations, till the Hour of Tierce, when the Sove¬reign (having the IQiights- Companions and Officers of theOrder before him , and his Train carried up,) pafleth to¬wards the Pretence Chamber , notice of whofe comingbeing given , the Band of Penfioners make the accuftomedGuard and Paflage along the Prefence Chamber, the Se¬niors (landing towards the Lobby Door , within whichGuard , on the other fide, the Officers of Arms placethemfelves : Upon the fame warning, the Yeomen of theGuard clear a I ke Paifage from the Prefence ChamberDoor , along the Guard Chamber, unto its outward Door,for the Proceeding to pafs through.At the Sovereign’

s approach, one of the GentlemenUlhers attended with the Sword of’State, ( the Point reft*ing upon the Ground, ) deHvereth toluch one of the No¬
bility , (not being a Knight of the Order,) whom the So¬
vereign, as an honorary Favour, hath before nominated,to bear it from thence, before him in all the Proceedingsof the Feaft ; during which Adtion , the KJiights -Com-
panions proceed forwards , and being entred the PrefenceChamber , Flank on each fide the State , with fome (malldiftance between them, and there make a (land : The So¬
vereign being alfo entred , pafleth to the Step before theState, ( the Nobleman who beareth the Sword , and thefive Officers of the Order, retiring a little on his right Hand,)and then turning himfelftowards the Kjiights -Cowpanions,ftandeth there a while , until they have made their Reve¬rences unto him ; which being performed, he refaluteththe Kttights-Companionsby rutting off his Cap : This done,the Sovereignpu tech his Cap on again ; whereupon everyof the Knighis Companions putreth on theirs , and imme¬
diately Rank themfelves, according to their due Place,on both fides the State.

For the right uncerftanding whereof, we are in the
fifth place to Note , that in the Order and Method wl#se-in the Kjiights -Companiimt are ranked, ( tf they be all pre¬fect, ) is two and two Together , the Junior foremoft onthe left Hand , for that is his Place in all Proceedings;But where any of them be abfent, the rule is different
:rom that appropriate to the before-mentioned Degrees;

for
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for though it . be recorded , that upon the Eve of the Grand
Feaft held at iVindfor, Anna 7 Hen. V . the Ifnights -Com¬
panions went in Order to the Chapter- Hou/e and Choir -

yet this being expreft but in general terms, how it ought
to be undeiltooa , will more fully appear, from the par¬
ticular Directions given for the Order of the Kjtigbts-
Companions Proceeding in „Kmg Henry VIII ’s Statutes;
where the Law directs each Kfiiffiet -Companion to proceed
alone, at fuch time as his Fellow ( who poffeffeih the Stall
oppofite unto him ) is ablent , but the Order of fuch
Proceeding will by a Scheme be made more evident.

The Troceeding of the K nigh ts - Com pa n ions,/ w-c/ch?
on the Eve of St. George , to the Clofet q: .White-
Hall, Anao 3 Eliz.

The Lord Tlur.flon.
The Lord [{obert Dudley.
The Lord Loughborotv.
The Earl of Sujfex.
Void.
The Marqu .fs of North,
The Lord Clynton.
Void.

Void.
The Vifcount Mount ague.
The Earl of Sh ewsbury.
The Lord H -voard of Effing.
The Earl of iVcjimoiland.
Void.
The Duke of Norfolk;.
The Eatl of Pembroci

Thus four Ffyiights -Companiens proceeded alone , in re¬
gard the Stalls oppofite to them were void , the three firlt
being abfenr, and the lalt void by the Death of the Earl
of Huntington ■ and to avoid all dilputes in relation to
Precedency, Ku g Henry \ III. Decreed , in the fixteenth
Year of his Reign ; That each Knight-Companion fhotild
take Place , in Procejfim , Station , or fitting at the Table;
thence forward , as he had his Seat or Stall in the Choir, and,
not according to the Degree of his Birth or Condition , unlefs
the Sovereign was picafed that any fhould be made Choice of.,
according to the N bility of his Family, to fit at the end of
his own Tabic , or perform any other thing by the by.

The Proceeding among the Officers of the Order dif-
fereth from all before fpoken of ; for, being five in Nutm
Ler, the three inferior Officers ( when all prefenr,] March
in a breaft , and (of later Times, ) the Ryyg'fter in the middle,

' : ' i ;i Garter
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Garter on his right Hand , and the Vfher of the BUckrttod fjton his left . v ir #After thefe three Officers , the two fuperior proceed &together , the Prelate on the Right, and the Chancellor on Cthe left ; and after, the Officers of the Order fellow the 'VSword , which is carried immediately before the Sovereign AIn the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s Reign, it was bbrnby fome of the Barons , but of larer Times it hath been .conferr’d on Perfors of higher Rank , as Anno 4 Car. I. Aon the Earl of Dover ; Anno 9 Car. I . on the Earl of Danby ^and Anno 13 Car. II . on the Lord Vifcount Mordant, then ' t'Conftable of the Caftle of Windfor ; and at this Time ’

tis ^ r!ufually born by none under the De gree of an Earl.The Sovereign’s Place in the Proceeding, notandum ! ■
quod fuperior Ordinis tempore Procejfionis in di8a CaptHatranfibit retro totam Sociarum Comitivam ; which though i®"011
the Statute mentions here to be performed at the GrandProceffion , yet it refers to all thole times the Sovereign ^proceeds to , or from , no lefs than within the ChappelIn ancient Time , the Sovereign (if he were at PP’indfir, tocelebrate the Grand Feaft,) proceeded to the Chappel in : 'jPerfon, as well on the Eve, as on the Feaft Day . QueenElizabeth being the firft who went not to the Chappei on isff0Cthe Eve of the Feaft, unlefs we except King Hem? VI. OnStwho, by reafon of Sicknefs , was neceffitated to make aDeputy in his ftead ; The aforelaid Gmiilion of Queen APk

Elizabeth , was firft occafioned through Indifpofition of :TrainHealth , though (lie afterwards , without that neceffity, did iiasonot comply, as in the 18,25,19 , and 31 Years ot her :kte
Reign, which gave occafion to King James to make De - soi S
puties at thofe three Grand Feafts he Celebrated at Wind- totoib
for ; and the like did King Charles I . in the firft Year of 2 Lothis Reign ; but in the fourth Year of his Reign , the an- tujaacient Cuftom ( for many Years intermitted .) was reftored, nWand the Sovereign (making no Lieutenant, ) proceeded to tieleftthe Chappel, not only on that Eve , but always obferved It ftit afterwards , as d :d King Charles II . in all the Grand niswlFeafts he be !d, and is now obferved.

It will be neceffaty to take notice, that the Proceeding ^begins from the Prefcncc Chamber , call 'd in the Statutesthe Great Chamber ; a Scheme whereof, on the Eve of ;tlBrhe Grand Feaft , i§ here exhibited.
The



The Attendants on the Knights-Companions,’
Alms-Knights.
Virger of the Chappel.
Prebends of Windfor.

. Officers of Arms.
Knights- Companions.
Black -Rod.
Regifter.
Garter.
Chancellor.
Prelate.
The Sword.
The Sovereign.
Train -bearers.
Captain of the Penfioners.
Penfioners.

To the foregoing Proceeding have been cccafionally
receiv 'd fome Perfons of Quality , and others Eminent in
Place and Degree ; ( though their Offices do not particu¬
larly relate to this molt Noble Order,) but are admitted by
reafon of their requilite Attendance on the Sovereign , in
his Proceedings on all Occafions.

On St . George' s Eve , Anno 3 E!i%. the old Ambaflador
ofSweden, accompanied by the Earl of Hertford, went
in the Proceeding to the Clofec at White-Hall, next after
the Train -bearers, and immediasely before the Ladies At¬
tendants on the Sovereign ; and the next Morning, when
the Sovereign proceeded to the Chappel, the new Ambaf-
fador of Sweden went in the fame Place.

As to thofe admitted on the Account of their Offices,
is the Lord Chamberlain , (chough not a Knight of the
Garter,) and is allowed Place fomewhat behind, on the
right Hand of the Sovereign, and the Vice Chamberlain
On the left.

The Dean of the Sovereign’s Chappel at Wnite -HaS
attends when the Proceedings are thither , going a little
behind the Sovereign towards his left Hand ; next goes
the Clerk of the Clolet , then the Mailer of the Robes,
as alfo one of the Mailers of Requclts, and then the
Gentlemen ol the Robes.

Of
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Of the Proceeding to the Chapter - Houfe.

§ 3 . Having under the precedent Head , treated atlarge of the Rank and Place of ai ! thofe that pafs in theProceeding , wherein all are Bare - headed , except the So.vereign and Knights - Companions : I now ccme to the Place

$

whither the Proceeding is directed.
The fivit Solemn Adftion on the Entrance of the GrandFealt , winch the Sovereign and Kjdgbts-Companions areobliged to perform , is to Celebrate a Chapter,  to whichend it hath been moft ufuai for them to proceed from thePrefence Chamber , every one in their due Place and Order ;firlt to the Chapter - Houfe, to confult of things cf courfe ;and next into the Choir, to hear Divine Service ; whichhas been the conftant Cuftom from the Reign of KingHenry V . as many Examples , recorded in the Regifters ofthe Older, evidence.
As this Cuftom of holding a Chapter on the Eve of theGrand Feaft , was conftantly obferved when celebrated

ibe

((too

withouc Prorogation ; fo alfo hath a Chapter been in like

Iffi ?

manner held before Vefpers, on the Eve , at luch timeas the Feaft Day of St . George only hath been obferv ’d,when (for any caufej the Anniverfary of the Grand Feaftreceiv ’d Prorogation : As tor Inftance , Anno 1 Mary, aChapter was held at the Mannor of St . James
'
s, on the

Vigil of St . George, before the firft Vefpers j whereunto isfixt this Note , ut moris eft ; and the Grand Feaft forthat Year receiv ’d Adjournment , until the coming of
Philip, then Prince (after King ) of Spain.In like manner , though the Celebration of the GrandFeafts were removed from PVindfor, and obferved at otherPlaces , yet this ufuai Cuftom of holding a Chapter on theEve , was always pradfifed ; after which the proceedingto Evening Prayer fucceeded , as is manifeft by feveralTeftimcnies from the Regifters.The pubiick proceffional way to the Chapter-Houfe at
Windfor, ufed Time out of Mind , led from the PrefenceChamber through the Cioifter , and the gieat Gate of the
King

’s Lodging , to the tv- rer Ward of rhe Caftle , thence
through the middle Ward , and parr of the lower , to and
through the Paflage , between the Eaft End of the Chappel
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and Totnb-Houfe ; and thence into the Chapter - Houfe, Si¬
tuate on the North Eaft Corner of St . George

’s Chappcl.
Buc the Sovereignhath lometimes thought fit to wave

this publick procelfional way , and pafs along the private
way, which leads from the King’s Privy Chamber , down
the Stairs into the Terrace , vi%. through that ftately Walk
lying on the North fide of the Caftle, and entring again
at a Door, heretofore made through a part of the Caftle
Wall into one of the Canons Lodgings , adjoining to Win-
chefter Tower, (now made up) went thence through the
Cloifters, proceeding in the Order before (hewed.

We (hall dole this Head , with obferving, that though
the Proceedings to the Chapter -Houfe or Chappel, on the
Eve of the Feaft, have moil commonly been on Foot ;
yet have they been alfo on Horfe-back, on extraordinary
Occafions , as Anno 3 Hen. VII . at which Time feveral
Ambafladors being arrived here from Foreign Kings
and Princes, they and many of the Nobility of this King¬
dom , with the King

’
s Council, the two Archbiihops , the

Bilhops of Lincoln and Ely, and the Chief juftice of the
King

’s Bench , repaired alfo thither ; and on the Eve, the
Sovereign, accompanied with the Knights- Companions,rode
from the upper Quadrangle down to the College. The
Queen and the King’s Mother rode in a Chair , covered
with rich Cloth of Gold , drawn by fix Couriers finely
Harnafs’d , and twenty one Ladies , habited in Crimfon
Velvet, rode on white Palfries : Sir linger Cotton, Mafter
of the Queen ’s Horle , led her Horfe of State , whereon
was a S ddle ' of Cloth of Gold, and three Crowns of
Silver gilt ; as foon as they alighted , the Sovereign and
Knights -Comp miens proceeded to the Chapter - Houfe, and
thence to E ' ening Song , which ended , they return ’d in
the Order they came.

King Henry VIII . in the eleventh Year of his Reign,
at three a Clock in the Afternoon , with all the Knights-
Companions, in the Habit of the Order, proceeded from
the Prele ce Chamber in H îndfor-Cafile, till they came
to the Quadrangle , where they rook their Horfes, and
rode acco cing to their Stalls , not according to their
Eftate , next before the K ’ng , and thence rode to the
micdle Door of the Chappel , and there alighted, and pro¬
ceeded 'virhout the Choir to the Chapter-Houfe 1 there are
ocher Examples, buc thele may fuffice.

Of
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Of the opening of the Chapter.

§ 4 . The Proceeding being arriv ’d at the Entranceinto the Chappel, firft the Attendants on the Knights-Companions divide themfelves as they enter , beginning atthe outward Door, and Flank on each tide the North Ifleof the Chappel, and fo toward the Weft Door of theChoir, making a hand along the Ifle for the Alms- Knights,Virgers, Prebends, and Officers of Arms, to pafs throughthem , who go on towards the faid Weft Door ; and whenthe Junior Knights-Companionsare entred into the Chappel,the Proceeding makes a (land , while all the Knights -Com-
f anions following turn afide on the right Hand into the
Chapter- Houje, next the Officers of the Order, and laftlythe Sovereign ; but the Nobleman that carries the Sword,the Train -bearers, Penfloners, &c. flay without the Chap.ter -Iioufe Door in the North Ifle ; none being admitted inbut the Sovereign, the Knights-Companions, and the Of¬
ficers of the Order ; who being all entred, the Door isfhut by the Gentleman Ulher of the Blaffi- Rod, and everyPerfon feverally takes his due Place and Station, where¬
upon the Chapter immediately opens.In what Manner and Order rhe Sovereign , Knights-
Companions, and Officers of rhe Order, are ranked , at the
holding of a Chapter, is defcrib’d, Anno 11 Hen. VIII,when the Sovereign and Knights-Companions confulted inthe Cbapter-Houfe, on the Reformation and Explanationof the Statutes of the Order.

The Sovereign , on his Entrance, proceeded to the midftof the North - end of the Table ; the. Knigbts -Companions,whofe Stalls in the Choir were on the Sovereign ’s fide,took the right Hand of the Table , and thofe of the Princes
fide the left ; then the Prelate of the Order came and flood
on the Sovereign’s right Hand , at the corner of the Table ;
Regifier and Garter were at the lower end , and Black?
Rod kept the Chapter -HoufeDoor on the infide . The Chan¬
cellor of the Order is not there mention’d , (as not being
prefent) yet his Place is on the Sovereign’s left Hand of
the Table.

If the Sovereign and Knights-Companions arrive at the
Chapter -Houfe fo late , that the Bufinefs needfury to be done
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cannot be difcufs ’d , without putting off the Celebration of
Vefpers, beyond the Canonical Hour ; it hath been ufual
to adjourn the Debates till the next Morning , as was done
Anno 14 Car.  I.

TranfaElions in the Chapter held before the Vefpers.

5 5 . When theChapter held before theVefpers is open'
ed , and no Adjournment given thereto, all things are
then to be provided for* which concern the Honour and
Dignity of this moft Noble Order.

The matters of courfe are ; firft , Swearing , and admit¬
ting Officers ; fecondly , Debating about the Kysigbts-Com-
pinions then abfent , and either difpenfing with , or in¬
flicting Penalties on them ; and thirdly, Conftitucing or
appointing an Officer, to carry on the State and Solem¬
nity of the Feaft in the Sovereign’s abfence. But other
Particulars that are occafional , cannot fo well be brought
within Rule , as being wholly accidental.

As to the firft, the Officers of rhe Order, foon after the
Chapter is open

’d , take their relpedtive Oaths , in Order
to perform the Duty of their feveral Places, during the
Seffion of the Chapter, and thenceforward, as is evident
from feveral Examples, bur one may fuffice, from a Chapter
held at Windfor, Anno 4 Car. I . whereat Dr . Neal, Blfhop
of tVsnchefter, was Sworn Prelate ; Sir Francis Crane,
Chancellor 5 and Dr . Matheve Wren, Blfhop of Ely, Re-
gifter.

It hath fometimes happened, that fome of the Officers
of this Order have been Sworn at other Times , as at
Chaptersnext enfuing their Nomination and Choice , where¬
in the Adminiftration of the Oath is one of the firft things
done.

Touching the fecond particular debated in Chapter , vi^.
the difpenfing with , or pumfhing abfent Knights ; it is to
be confidered , that the Statutes of the Order enjoin all
theKjiights-Companions to be prefenc at the Celebration
of the Grand F aft : that is, thofe that are within the
Kogdom, orelfewhere ; although the Service of St . George,
according to the Rites of the Church , be not cekbrated,
is on the Service of the Day whe eon that ot Sr. Geo :ge
bas fallen, vis . Good-Friday : But with this Limitation,

G g / •’
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f ° that they be in a capacity , or may conveniently repairthither .

r
Therefore the next thing ufually entred upon in the

Chapter, is the Sovereign
'
s and Kjiights -Companions ta.

king notice, whether any of the Fellowship make defaultof coming at the Hour affign ’d ; and if fo, they areconfidered under one of thefe Heads. Firft, StrangerPrinces ; Secondly, Late Commilftoners who are arrived,or every Minute expected ; and Thirdly , Such as have
given notice that they cannot be prelent, during the con¬
tinuation of the Feaft : Of thefe Excufes of courle , ver¬
bal Apologies , or Letters of Excufe, are, or may be, of¬
fered ; and in cafe they are approved or admitted, then
the Penance, which by the Statutes ought otherwife to
be inflidted , is admitted ; all which ought to be recor¬
ded.
- Stranger Princes are excufed in courfe, on Account of
their neceffary Relidence in their own Territories ; and
of their Excufes and accuftcm’d Difpenfations, are divers
Inftances in the Regifters of the Order.

As to Knights - Companions, who are tardy in their Jour¬
ney , or being come to the Cattle , fall fhort of the Hour,
or of attending the Sovereign to the Chapter-Houfe, ei¬
ther through negligence, or want of timely notice , or other
accident ; the Statutes enjoin for Penance, that they be
not permitted for that time to enter into the Chapter, but
tarry without the Door, and not have Voice in any thing
that fhall happen to be done there, unlefs they can alledge
a juft Excufe , or render fuch a lufficient caufe as the So¬
vereign , or his Deputy , (hail approve of ; but few defaul¬
ters have been noted of this kind.

The third fort of Delinquents , are thofe KjiightsJCm-
panions abfent , not only at the Hour of Tierce, but are
likely to be fo during the whole Feaft ; the Proceedings
relating to them , are either upon what is offered in Excufe
of their abfence, or determined cn their negledb of making
Apology for it.

Excules for abfence , are either by Letters or Word of
Mouth ; if by Letters, they arc directed co the Chancel¬
lor of the Order ; or elfe the Sovereign fends to his Lieu¬
tenant on their behalf, and both are produc’d by the Chan¬
cellor : But if Excufes be made by Word of Mouth, then
are they delivered by the Sovereign Lmielf ; or on me*

titn

f

'Mi'

s#
■w
ikir ■
jl,»
(Lieu
iofeai

like
fii
: r»f<

ma
"tf!
k ; j
k kl

it Es
soft
Ml, [
ttbytl

There,
sin t
Spill
Shis
-*e o
3*1
jilttl
' till
dittr
^[S;



C )
tion made by fome of the Efnights-Companions prefent in
Chapter.

The Cuftom of fending Letters has been Very ancient:
The Lord Poms’ s Letter , under his Hand and Seal , (cer¬
tifying his Indifpofition of Body, )

’ was produc’d in Chap¬
ter, Anno 8 Hen. V . And the following Year the Dukes
of Torh , Norfolk, and Buckingham, with the Earls of Salif-
bury , Shrewsbury, and Pembroof, Vifcount Bourchier, the
Lord BJvers, and Sir John Palftajf ; being all abfent from
St . George

’s Peafi , they declared the reafon of their abfence
by their Mejfengers. There are many Precedents of this
kind , and of Letters fent from the Sovereign, directed to
his Lieutenant , to accept of Kjiights-Companions Excufes,
whofe abfence he had beforehand difpenc’d with j we ob-
ferve thofe Difpenfations excus'd not the fending their
own particular Excufes ; for it is evident they were alfo
expedited, and that fuch allowance of abfence was not
Abfolute , the Claufe running thus : That you [

'the Sove¬
reign

’s Deputy3 allow thefe Excufes fo far as are confonant'
to reafon. And in all other Letters of the fame nature , a
Claufe to this Effedfc hath been inferted : That as the So¬
vereign thought good to advertife his Deputy, that for certain
Caufes he had difpencd with their Attendance for that
time ; fo he will'd him to accept their reafonable Excufes in
that behalf accordingly.

Secondly, The abfent Kjaights -Companions have had
their Excufes frequently made by Word of Mouth , ei¬
ther of the Sovereign, or fome other of the Kjiights - Ccm-
panions, prefent in the Chapter, This Favour is done ei¬
ther by the Sovereign himfelf, if prefent; or by his Order
to the Lieutenant , in his abfence.

There have been many Examples of what hath been
done in this Cafe, and alfo when the Sovereign hath not
been prefent in Chapter, but hath beforehand verbally
given his Deputy or Lieutenant direction to excufe the
abfence of feverai Knights-Companions.

It will be neceffary to obferve what Effedt the Ex-
cules have ufually produc

’d $ whereinto we find the juft
and reaionable favourably admitted , fome fufpended,
and divers difallowed . Thole eafily allow’d were, firft,
Sicknefs j (for thofe of the Kjiights -Companions who have
been either Sick , far fpent with Age , or intent on publick
Affairs, have been readily allow’d, ) Secondly, The not

Ggi recc-



( )
recovery of Wounds receiv ’d in the publick Service •
as we meet with in the Cafe of Sir William Harington,Anno 7 Hen. V . whom we fee excus ’d for his Illnefs , oc-
cafion d from his Wounds then lately receiv 'd at the Siege ofRohan , and elfewhcre. Ttiirdly , Impotency and old Age.
Fourthly , Jmployment in the Sovereign ’s Service, either
Abroad or at Home ; thofe Abroad are neceflarily excus'd,thofe at Home we (hall be more particular to . The Earl
of Shrewsbury, Anno zz EH%. was taken up in certain Af¬
fairs , enjoin ’d him by the Sovereign ; the Earl of Hun¬
tington, z6 Elig. being Prefident of the Council of the
Noith , his abfence was for that , and feveral Years fol¬
lowing , favourably excus ’d ; and a like Cafe was that of
the Earl of Danby, Anno 13 Car.  I . who for his neceffary
Attendance at the Seat of juftice in Eyre, was excus’d
waiting on the Sovereign at the Grand Feaft that Year.
Fifthly , When the Grand Feajl hath receiv'd Prorogation,
and any of the Knights - Companions have not had notice ofthe Day xohercunto it was prorogued. Sixthly , When any of
them have been in Captivity ; as was Thomas,  Earl of
Salisbury,  and the Earl of Huntington, both Prifoners in
France , Anno z Hen. VI . Seventhly , When any of them
have obtain ’d the Sovereign '

s Letters of Difpenfation , of
which fufficient is fpoken before . Laftly , Some other juft
and lawful Occafion, as well as Accident, having fallen out;
(not relating to thofe under the former Heads, ) the Sove¬
reign , on Information given in Chapter,  hath been pleas

’d
to allow of ; as in the Cafe of the Lord Fauconbridge,
Anno 32 Hen. VI . was readily admitted , on his pleading
the care of his Domeflic \ Affairs, he having been lately in
Prifon , and had obtained leave to go andfee his Houfe and
Lands in the ■Country. The Earl of Arundel 's abfence,
Anno i 5 Car.  I . was pardon

’d , by reafon of the Dutchefs
of Richmond's Death , who died on the Eve of the Grand
Feaft ; thac fo he (being the chief of her Family, ) might
be at Hand to advife and aflift in all things conducing to
the Honour of the deceafed Dutchefs.

And as the Knights -Companions have been often ex¬
cus ’d for not appearing on the Grand Feaft , fo hath the
Sovereign , on fufficient Grounds , been pleas

’d to licenfe
and diloence with their departure ; from the fame of this
is an Example , 6 F. li \ . when the Lord HaJUngs of Lough-
borough,  falling 111 a little before the Offering on St.

George
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George

's Day, obtain ’d Licence from the Sovereign to de¬
part out of the Choir j and came no more abroad chat Day,
nor during the Fealt , As alfo another in the Duke of
Lenox , Anno i 5 Car.  I . The Deputy Chancellor having , by
Command of the Sovereign, and in difcharge of the Duty of
hit Office; who being forc ’d to go back to London, by
reafon of the aforefaid Dutchefs of Richmond’s Death , had
his Excufe, and the Sovereign’s Licence for departure.

We are next to confider Excufes, which, though fent in
due time , yet on Debate in Chapter were fufpended ra¬
ther than allow’d i to which Head maybe referr 'd chat
Cafe of feveral of the Kjiights-Companions, who were
Members of the Lord ’

s Houfe in the long Parliament.
For Anno 18 Car. I. the Deputy Chancellor having, by
the Command of the Sovereign, and in difcharge of the
Duty of his Office , fent to each of them a Summons,
for their Attendance at the Celebration of the Grand
Feaft, to be held for the preceeding Year at Torl̂ ; and
notice thereof being given to the Houfe of Lords, they
immediately made the enfuing Order.

Die Martis 22 Maii, 1641.
PPhereas the Lord Chamberlain of bis Majejly 's Houjhould,

and fome other Lords of Parliament , Kjiights of the Garter,
have been Summoned to give their Attendance , and repair
into the City of York , for the Celebration of St. George t
Feajl j who acquainting this Houfe with the Summons afore-
pud, it is this Day ordered by the Lords in Parliament , that
they attend the weighty Affairs of the Kingdom di/cuffed in
Parliament , whereunto they are obliged by his Majejly

's
Writ, and the Law of the Land.

Jo . Browne, Cleric. Parliament.

Whereuponthe faid Kjiights -Companions,before the Da ) s
appointed by Prorogation tor holding the Feaft, fent their
petitionary Letters of Excufe to the Deputy Chancellor,
wherein they profefs ’d their defire and readinefs to at¬
tend , in Obedience of the faid Summons ; neverthelefs
pleaded the forefaid Order for the Ground of their ftay in
London, and therefore defined him to obtain for them the
Sovereign ’s Difpenfation ; On producing the faid Letters
inChapter, the Sovereign would not at that time either ad-
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mit or difallow of their Excufes, but referr ’d the conG*deration to the next Chapter, to be held by Prorogation.Of Excufes which have not been allow'd, the moll re¬markable is that of the Duke of Norfolk and the Lord
Scales , Anno 36 Hen. VI . who were adjudg ’d to the Pe-
nalty of the Statute, in regard the Caufes alledged to ex-cufe their abfence were not approved ; the latter was
figned by the Sovereign and Knights-Companions, in a
Jewel to the value of twenty Marks, to be offered in the
College ; whereby the rigour of the Statutes appears tohave been more flridlly executed on him, than the Duke,
probably becaufe the Lord Scales was abfent the Year
before, and no caufe thereof Ihewed to the Chapter.

In relation to the Proceedings on the abfent Knights -
Companions negledl of fending their Excufes , wefhallob-
ierve , that fome of them have with difficulty been remit¬
ted , fome left in fufpence , and others fentenc ’d , and re¬
ferr ’d either to the Sovereign ’s pleafure, or the Punilh-
ment affign ’d by Law ; of the firft kind we find that the
Earl ot fVeftmcrland , Anno 10 Hen. V . though not verywell , yet had much ado to be excus ’d, becaufe he fig-
nified not the Caufe of his abfence , as the Statutes requi¬red . So Anno 12 Car. I . the Earls of Derby and Ke%,
having made no Excufe, were for that Omiflion blameable,
but by the Grace of the Sovereign for that time pardon’d.

As to thofe who, through the indulgence of the Sove¬
reign , ( where probable caufe hath induc’d it,) have not
had Sentence pafs ’d on them prefently, but were deferr’d
in expectation of fome fatisfadlory Caufe to be Ihewed;
we find in the Cafe of the Prince, the Duke of Buckingham,
and five other Knights - Cimpanions abfent from the Feaft,
held Anno 18 Hen . \ II . wherein it is regiftred , that no
caufe cf Excufe was fhewed , but there was an expeclation
of one to be alledged.

But as for thofe of the third fctt , on whom Sentence
hath pafs ’d ; they have been left either to the pleafure
of the Sovereign, or to thofe Penalties which the Law of
this Order inflidl ; of which, as a !fo of thofe on whom
Judgment hath pafs’d, are divers Inftances.

Befides thefe Grounds of afligning Penances , there are
other Caufes fet dow'n in the before recited ninth Article,
of the Statutes of Inftitution for Penances ; as when the
KyiigHs- Ccmpanions are abfent at other times, befide the
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Hour of Tierce, that is, the beginning of the firft Vefpers .
Secondly , At the beginning of the Morning Service on the
Feaft Day . Thirdly , At the beginning of the fecond Vef.
pers. Fourthly , During the whole Feaft . And, Fifthly,
at tie Grand Feaft next following.

For the firft, admitting any Kjiight-Companion hath fail¬
ed of meeting and attending on the Sovereign at the Hour
of Tierce, and thereupon buffered the Punifhment of Non¬
admittance into the Chapter - Houfe, and deprivation of
Vote ; neverthelefs if at the riling of the faid Chapter,
he be not ready to proceed with the Sovereign, and

' other the Kjiights-Companions, into the Choir, to the be¬
ginning of the firft Vefpers ; he ought not only to buffer
the former, but this additional Penalty , that he fhall not
prefume to Enter into his Stall at that time, but tarry in
that part of the Choir, where the Taper -bearers are wont
to ftand ; neverthelefs before his own Stall, until the holy
Offices be ended ; and the Law of the Order is the fame
in King Henry V’s, and King Henry VIII ’s Statutes, only
render the Place for the Delinquent Knight to ftand in, to
be before the Stalls in the Choirifters Places ; and now
how the Penalty hath been inflidted , upon breach of the
Law in this particular, we (hall fee by the following
Inftances.

At the Grand Feaft celebrated at Ppindfor, An. 21 H. VII.
when it feems the Lord Kildare, Sir Gilbert Talbot, and
Sir Richard Goulford, came late to the Chappel, we find
this Memorandum fixe to their Names ; they flood with¬
out , ( before their Stalls ) by the Sovereign’

s Permiflion, or
rather Command : But yet this is not all the Punithmenc
which hath been inflidted upon the Knights-Comfanionslot
this Offence ; ( though it be all that is fet down in the
forefaid Article,) for Anno 25 Hen. VI , upon rhe Eve of
St. George, the Marquifs of Dorfet not coming to the firft
Vefpers, and being convidled of his late coming , was pro¬
hibited joining in rhe Nomination then made , for the
Eledlion of the King of Portugal, into the room of the
Duke of Gloucefler.

Offenders in the fecond and third Cafe , being fuch as
negledl to come before rhe beginning of the high Mafs , or
the fecond Vefpers, called alfo the Vefpers on St . George

’s
Day, have the like Punifhment with the former afifigned
them, throughout all the Bodies of the Statutes j vi^ .

G g 4 Ex-

/



( 4$6 )
Exdufion from their Stalls , and Station in the ChoiriftersRange.

Anno i Hen. VI . We obferve the Lord Willoughby no¬ted to be abfent upon the Eve of the Grand Feaft , but
prefent on the Day ; and confequently he incurred nofurther Penance than what his abfence on the Eve drew
On him ; the Earl of Derby, Anno 18 Eli%. coming too lateto the firft Morning Service on the Feaft Day , did forTome fhort time undergo the fame Penance, but foon af¬ter , upon Difpenfation from the Lieutenant, went up tohis Stall.

There are feveral other Inftancesjandbefides the aforefaid
Defaults, he is likewife to Undergo the fame Penalties,when the Grand Feaft is prorogued, or celebrated at anyOther Place than W^indfor,

But if he offend in all , and have no reafonable or al¬
lowable Excule for his abfence , he is then prohibited en¬
tering his Stall at the next Feaft, and to pay ten Pounds,to be employed towards the Ornaments of the College jand fomedmes the former Penance has been inflkfted for
late coming to Divine Service.

The fourth degree of Offence is yet greater than any,and the variety of Penances are heightened. If a Knight-
Companion (hall negleCt coming to the Grand Feaft , and
have no allowable reafon ; he (hall not at the Feaft held
the ehfuing Year be permitted to enter his own Stall,but ftand below it ; he (hall walk alone by himfelf be¬
fore three Crcffes, which , in ancient time, were born in
the Grand Prccefficn : When the Grand Proceffion re¬
turns to the Choir, he (hall ftand in the Place aforelaid,
rill the time of the Offertory ; he (hall Offer laft by him¬
felf, and then humbly approach the Stall of the Sove¬
reign, or his Deputy , and there defire Abfolution . But
there is no Inftance that thefe Rigours were put in Ex¬
ecution, though many have offended in this kind.

Laftly, The Statutes enjoin ; That Where a JCnight.
Companion remains within the Kingdom , and lhall be
Guilty of  an Omiffion two Years together , he ought to
be fo Jong interdicted his Stall , till he have offered a
jewel at St . George

’s Altar, to the Value of twenty Marks;
ahd thenceforward every Year in which he fhall be guilty
of the (ante Omiffion, the Penalty to be doubled, till he

?.s pardotled : The moft ■memorable Cafe in the Profe*
cution
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CUtion of a Contempt , was againft the Earl of Arundel,
14 Edw. IV . who for being abfent two Years together,
was Muldt forty Marks ; and continuing his Contempt
the next Year , was fined the Sum of eighty Marks.

Touching the Neceflity , and Power , of the Sovereign ’s
conftituting a Deputy ; it was provided for at the Infti-
tution of the Order ; the Sovereign being then engaged in
the Wars of France, thought it reafonable that Provifion
Ihould be made by the Statutes, for to depute forne Per-
lon in his (lead.

When therefore fuch Occafion happened, a Commifiion
was made out to one of the Kjiights-Ccmpanions, fome
reafonable time before the approach of the Feaft ; fo that
rone of the ancient Ceremonies might be omitted , or any
Impediment happen through his abfence ; and fuch De¬
puty hath ufualiy been one of the chief of the Order, in
Authority , Eminence , or Birth . The firft fo made was,
John Duke of Bedford, 7 Hen. V . and the reafon there¬
of given, in the Regiftrum Chartaceum, is , becaufe the
Sovereign was then employed in the Wars in Normandy,

And though the Title given by the Statutes to this
Officer , be not particularly mentioned in the Blue-Boo
where it fpeaks of the faid Duke ’s holding the Feaft of
St. George that Year , but rather implied in the Words
Regia Stiblimatis locum impievit ; yet in the Regijlrum
Chartaceum it is exprefly fet down , and the faid Duke
there ftyled , Depute de I

'Ordre de Jaritiere. Sometimes
he has been ftyled , Deputatis Ordinis, £ ? prafes clarijfima.
Ordinis, 8cc,

About the beginning of the Reign of King Henry VIII.
the Title of Locum Tenons, or Lieutenant , began to be
taken up , and has, for the moft part, continued in all fuc-
ceeding Times ; and the other Titles of Deputy , Preli-
dent , and Vicegerent , laid afide. As to the Bufinefs of
this Officer, fufficient has been faid already . As an Ef-
fential Honour to his Place , he has from ancient Time
had fome of the Knights - Ccmpanisns afligned for his Af-
fiftants ; the firft menrion of which is in the Regiflrum
Chartaceum, 8 Hen. VIII . The Number of thele Afli-
ftants were in thofe times uncertain j at the time aforefaid
they were 4 . 21 Htn. VIII . 3 . and 32 Hen. VIII . we find
but two ; which Number has been a conftant Rule ever
fince, except once, vi \ . the laft of Hen. VIII . They were
always appointed in Chapter, and have Letters of notice



X 458) ^fent them thereof : But neither the Lieutenant, nor Af- Vflftants , can be Chofen two Years together, except the i# 1"
Sovereign (hould pleafe to be prefect at the Day or Feaft • 0$and after it was Decreed, 13 and 14 Hen. VlJI . that foa 1
this Indulgence fhculd extend to the term of three Years. V'Laftly, We obferve that this Officer always held the f|mds1Feaft at his peculiar Coft and Charge ; and gave liberalRewards to Garter, and for his Efcutcheons, as alfo to the to1Officers of Arms , Gentlemen-Ulhers , Alms - Knights, and Jjtarto all the feveral Waiters and Attendants employed in the a offCeremony.

tit&The Ceremonies relating to the firfi  Vefpers.
^

’
before!

§ 6. The firfi: Chapter held on the Eve of St . Georgebeing finifhed , the Sovereign and Kjiights -Companms i! *^immediately proceed from the Chapter -Houfe to the Ckir, «eoftw
to hear Vefpers. The Officers of Arms , Prebends , and
Alms-Knights , having attended in the North - Ifle of the
Chappel, do now put themfelves in Rank , and continue stfotehi
the Proceeding from the Chapter -Houfe Door , along the
laid North -Ifle, to the Weft Door of the Choir ; in like
manner as they did from the Prefence Chamber, to the fcfeJ Chapter -Houfe : The Organs then beginning to play, and tlecomf/i
fo continue till Vefpers begin. IVhentl

When the Alms - Knights arrive at the Weft- Door , they liistotlii
firft enter in a whole Body , while the reft of the Pro- dames
ceeding makes a fhort ftand , and pafs forward near the Jltlepaimiddle of the Choir, where they make a joint and low sipaini
Obeyfance ; next , all turning about by the left Hand , iiaebeirjto the Sovereign’s Seat ; then ftill turning from the right, dome,to the left Hand , they afcend the Haut Pas’

s, even to
the Rails fet before the Altar -, and forthwith divide them- su;GirAfelves , flanking on each fide, the funiors neareft the Rails,

This done, the Prebends enter in a Bcdy alfo , and
having made the like Obeyfances in the middle of the
Choir, divide themfelves , and take their Seats ; which, by
King Henry VIIl ’s Statutes, are appointed in the lower 5,^ '
range of Seats, between, but not in, the Stalls of the
Kfiights - Companions. While the Prebends are entering
their Seats , the Purfuivants, Heralds, and Provincial ^
Kings of Arms, in a Body, likewilf enter the Choir -,

I
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and after due Reverence , pafs up to the Altar, and join
the Alms - Knights j though anciently fome difference was
in this Ceremony.

Afterwards, the two Junior Kjiigbts-Companions enter,
palfing on till they come near their own Stalls , and
there make their Reverences, and then divide, and take
their ftands diredtly before their Stalls ; and fo of the
left of the Kjiights-Ccmpanions.

Next to the Kjiightt-Camp miens, the Blackcfyd, Gar¬
ter, and Bpgifler, enter in a Breaft , who , proceeding to the
middle of the Choir,  make their Obey lances , and then
pafs to their Form, placed on the South-fide of the Choir,
before the Sovereign’s Stall , and ftand before it. After
them, the Chancellor and Prelate in the like manner,
ftand before their Form , placed near the Sovereigns Seat:
And for thefe Forms, whereon the Officers of the Order
(it in the Chappel , there is a fpecial Decree for the allow¬
ance of them , entered at the end of the Conftitutions of
their Offices.

Laft of all the Sovereign enters, (having the Sword born
before him , but his Band ofPenfioners ftay at the Choir
Door , to keep off the Crowd, ) who, coming to the Stepswhich afcend the Royal Seat, makes a Reverence toward
the Altar, and then takes Place therein, before he makes
a fecond Reverence.

When the Lieutenant , in the Sovereign’s abfence, pro¬
ceeds to the firft Vefpers ; as foon as he enters the Choir,
and comes near the Sovereign’s Stall , he ftands and makes
a little paufe there ; then doing his Reverences, after he
has again ftood a while, before he afcends his own ;
where being arrived, he makes the double Reverence a
fecond time , and then (its down.

And now to placing the Kjiights - Companions in their
Stalls : Garter, as foon as the Sovereign, or his Lieute¬
nant , is placed , makes again the ufual Reverence in the
middle of xht Choir ; then turns to the Senior Knights, and
doth his Reverence to each of them ; whereupon, at one
Inftanr , they make their double Reverences below, where
they ftood , and ftrait afcend at rhe firft , or weftern En¬
trance, that goes to the fide Stalls ; where beingaspived,
they make again their double Reverences, and thep feat
themfelves . But when the Sovereign’

s Lieutenant -is pre-
fent , each Knight adds a third Reverence to him , both

when
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when they attend to , and defcend from, their Stalls • andfo likewife do all Perfons, who pafs in the Proceeding

’
addto their double Reverences fo often as there is occafion tomake ir, after fuch time as the Lieutenant is entered hisStall ; and fo long as he continues therein, both on theEve, the Feaft Day , and the Morrow after.

The Kjiighti-Comfunions being all feated , the Prelateand Chancellor pafs into the middle of the Choir, and
having made double Reverences, return to their Formsand fit down . And after them, in the fame manner , the
Begifter, Garter, and Blad̂ -Rpd, proceed.

As to the Sovereign ’s other Attendants, the Noble¬
man who carries the Sword retires before the Sovereign’sStall, a little on the right Hand ; and the Lord Cham¬
berlain of the Houlhold, if not a Knight of the Garter, andthe Vice Chamberlain , on the left, till the Sovereign givethem leave to fit down . The Clerk of the Clofet ftandsat the Sovereign’s right Hand, but the young Noblemen,that carry up the Sovereign, and the Gentleman of the
Robes , fomerimes repofe themfelves on the Steps going tothe Sovereign's Stall.

This being done, preparation for Vefpers begin • in re¬ference to which, the Prelate afcends the Altar, it beingthe Duty of his Office , which if he omits,he is fined twentyMarks , to the ufe of the College, unlefs he give fufficient
reafon for his abfence ; in which Cafe, or on the vacancyof the See of PVinchefler, the Sovereign hath fometimes
appointed another Biihop to Officiate for him. The Pro¬
ceeding ro the Altar, on this occafion , is as follows.

Firft , The Serjeant of the Veftry makes a double Reve¬
rence, then comes before the Prelate , and makes a (ingleone to him ; who thereon arifes from his Seat , and the
Serjeant proceeds before him into the middle of the Choir,
where the Prelate makes a double Reverence ; and paffingforward after the Serjeant, and having afcended theupper-
mc ft Haut-pds before the Altar, he makes one (ingle Re¬
verence toward the fame , and fo goes to the North fide
of it.

After which , the two Provincial Kings , Heralds, and
Purfuivants, leaving their fore -mentioned Stations , join
together till they come near the Forms of the Regtfier,
Garter, and B laci - Bpd;  where , making their double Re¬

verences,
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verences, they divide again on each fide, and there
ftand.

Laftly , The Alms -Knights come down into the Choir in
a Body , and there make their joint double Reverences,
and then take their Chairs ; all which being finilhed,
Divine Service is begun by the Prelate.

The like Solemnity is obferved at any ether Place, as
well as at fVindfor ; where , becaufe the Alms -Knights are
abfent , the Purfuivants at Arms afeend nearer the High-
Altar than when they are at Windfor j but this occafions
little Variation.

When the Vefpers are ended, the Prelate goes to the
middle of the Altar, and with great Reverence makes an
Obeyfance ; and thence, with the Serjeant before him,
defeends to the middle of the Choir, where he makes his
double Reverences, and fo returns to his Seat ; where¬
upon all make ready to pafs out of the Choir, which is
performed in much the fame manner, and with the fame
State , as they proceeded thither ; and the Servants and
Attendants of the Kjiigbts- Companions are marfhalled in
the fame Order as they were at the beginning of the
Proceeding , that the whole Proceffion may again pafs
through them.

The Alms-Knights having entered the Guard Chamber,
fpread themfelves on each fide thereof j the Prebends pafs
through them , and fall off on either fide the Room to
the Prefence Chamber Door.

Then the Purfuivants, Heralds, and Provincial Kings,
proceeding through the Lane made by the Alms-Knights
and Prebends, enter the Prefence Chamber , and fall off on
either fide toward the Stall , the King

’
s ftanding uppe; -

moft.
Then enter the Kfiights - Companions, and place them¬

felves on each fide of the State , in fuch Order as they fat
in their Stalls, the eldeft neareft the State j but thofe
whofe Companions are abfent, ftand alone j after whom
follow the Officers of the Order, difpofing themfelvescon¬
veniently near the State.

Laftly, The Sovereign pafles to the Step before the
State , where, being arrived, he turns toward the Kjiighti-
Companions, who make their Reverences jointly to him,
and he thereon puts off his Cap , and re - falutes them ;

which.

V
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which dene, the Sovereign and they withdraw into thePrivy Chamber till Supper time.

But in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, when the Feaft of St.
George was held at White - Hall, or Greenwich, and theSovereign, as was ufual with her, proceeded no fartheron the Eve to Vefpers, than to the great Clofet, the or¬dinary way, and thence fent her Lieutenant into the Choir,Then , in fuch Cafe, when Vefpers were ended , the Lieu,tenant returned from the Choir, through the great Hall,and fo back to the faid Clofet, and ftood at the Doorthereof , attending the Sovereign's coming forth ; fromwhence they all proceeded before her into the Prefence-Chamber , and there the Ceremony, for that time, ended.But in the Reign of King James I . when the Supper onthe Eve, as alfo the following Meals, were prepared inthe Banquetting-Houfe , the Sovereign’s Lieutenant fre¬
quently returned from the Clofet, by the Lobby, to thelaid Banquetting-Houfe, inftead of going to the Pre-fence ; and palling up the State, gave an End to the Ce¬
remony till Supper time : And fo we find ir obferved inthe 7 , 8 , 9 , io , iz, 13 , 14, and 16 of that King.When the Sovereign and Kjilghts -Companionsare retired,
they are not to put off any part of their Robes till Supperis over, for that is prohibited by the Statutes, not onlyto thofe who do not Sup, as well as thofe who do . Andhereon, 19 Car. II . the Sovereign having a mind to takethe Air, went into Hide - Park,, after he had taken leave ofthe Kjiights- Companions, the Dukes of York and Monmouth,and the Earl of Oxford being with him , but all in full
Robes, and fo returned to Supper.

The Supper on the Eve.

$ 7 . When the Sovereign is pleafed to Sup publickly,on the Eve of the Feaft at Windfor, the Supper has been
always prepared in St . George

’s Hall. The ulual Place at
White -Hall, was heretofore in the Prefence Chamber ; of
later times, the Banquetring- Houfe ; and at Greenwich,either the Prefence, or the Council Chamber ; where the
Sovereign, or his Lieutenant , were always prefent . But
when the Feaft of St . George was celebrated at York,
17 Car.  I . the Sovereign and Kfiights -Companions marched
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after the firft Vefpers, to a Houfe prepared for that pur*
pofe, and fupped there.

But if the Eve of the Feaft fell out on a Fafting Day,
as it did 22 Hen. VIII . and 11 Jac. I . the Supper was al¬
ways omitted ; and the Sovereign, with his Lieutenant,
and Knights -Comfanions, were ferved of the Void only.

Nor does the Sovereign, when he Sups publickly, pafs
privately to the Place ; but as foon as notice is given
that the firft Mefs is let upon the Table , he prefently en¬
ters the Prefence Chamber , whence the Officers of the
Order, and of Arms , the Knights -Companions in their full
Robes, for fo the Statutes exprefly direCt , having put them-
felves into their ufual Order , proceed before him to Sr.
George

’
s-Hall : Where being entered , the Purfuivants,

Heralds, and Provincial Kings, fall off all upon the right
Hand , oppofite to the Knights-Companions Table , the Ju¬
nior Purfuivants Handing toward the lower End of the Hall.
Then the Kpights-Comfanions palling up beyond them,
formerly divided themlelves on either fide , according to
the Decree , 16 Hen . VIII . and made a ftand , each taking
Place , according to the Order of their Stalls . But at the
Feaft held at Hrhite -Hall, 19 Car. II . the Sovereign di¬
rected that they fhould ftand all on the right Hand fide,
facing the Table.

Next , the five Officers of the Order follow, who af-
cending beyond the Senior Knight , retire on the right
Hand : After them the Sovereign, and the Officers of Arms,
all doing him Reverence as he paffes by : Who pafting up
to the Haut-pas, before his own Table , turns himfelf to
theKnights-Companions, and putting off his Cap, they re¬
turn their Reverences jointly to him.

The Sovereign fitting down to Supper, is firft ferved
by Water by fome Nobleman ; then Grace is faid by the
Prelate ; then is the Senior Knight conducted to his Table
by two Officers of Arms, and fo the reft in Order, to the
Tables appointed them . Whereupon the Officers of the
Order, and of Arms , retire out of the Hall to Supper.

If a Lieutenant be conftituted , he proceeds to Supper
in full Robes, and in the fame Order as doth the Sove¬
reign, and fits alone at the Sovereign’s Table , yet on the
left Hand of the Cloth of S .ate , being ferved in all Points
with Water , and by a Cup-bearer , Carver, and Server, as
the Sovereign himfelf is.

When
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When Supper is ended , and the Banquet taken away'the Sovereign and Kjiights -Companionsproceed back in the*fame Order they came to the Prefence Chamber, wherethe Sovereign, or his Lieutenant , (landing on the Stepbefore the Cloth of State , Salutes them as before ; andthen appoints the Hour and Place for the Kjiights-Cm-
panions to attend him the next Morning .* The like , if theSupper be provided in any other Place befides the PrefenceChamber , the Sovereignand Kfiights -Companions proceedback thither , becaufe the Ceremony ought to end there,as has always been the Cuftom . And if the Supper be
prepared in the Prefence Chamber, they then take theirLeave in the fame Room , there being no oceafion to pro¬ceed farther.

If any of the Kjiightl-Companiom accompany the Sove¬
reign, or his Lieutenant , to his Lodgings, they then goafter, not before him , in regard the State of that Night ’sService ended in the Prefence Chamber ; and after theyhave retired to their Lodging , they have Permiflion toUnrobe.

When the Sovereign, or his Lieutenant, do not Sup inSr. George
’s Hall on the Eve of the Feaft, on the follow¬

ing Night , the Officers of Arms have formerly had the
Liberty to Eat there ; and this Privilege was affignedthem by Decree of a Chapter held 16 F.li^. appointingthem that Table, which was before that time ufed by the
Chancellor, Regifler, and other Officers of the Order: But
how they came to lofe this Privilege, is not mentioned jfor now, inftead of fitting in the great Hall , they are ne-
ceflitated to Eat in fuch Rooms of the Caftle as they can
procure.
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