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Mulicians. - 1

te, Yeomen of the Bows and Guns.
" Caprain Cook, and the Children of the Chapy €l
3 Two Carvers,
Two Sewers,
Two Pages of the Prefence
Two Efquires of the Body. L
Two Apothecaries. i
Four Serjeants at Arms.
‘ Eight Sewers of the Chambet
d Pages of the back Stairs
Captain of the Guards.
Officers of the Robes.
Two Grooms of the Privy-Chambes
; Groom Porter,
Marfhal of the Ceremonies.
e Removing Wardrobe.
Gentlemen of the Chappel
Five Meffengers.
Sixteen T‘.'umv;etcrs.
Serjeant Trumpeter:
Drum Major,
Four Drummers and a Fife.

J,(X 1}.: ;’\;,,’.ro
The Order of the Ceremonies on Eve

9y 5
Of the beginning of the Grand Feaft.

3 1, "YHE Celebration c
Ceremo 1'~~,

e | the Glory ther
€vation of the firft
ICigns ; well I\r“)w"\n that what is once

the Grand Feaft, ©

forth and illu

been worthy
:

i all fucceedi

will foon fallinto di {u{ccm, if no ntempt, 1 here-
ore th hey A 1 the Day. the _['ﬁ_di_l_rl’ il
i i
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and the Place, where the Sovereign and Knigbts-Com-
panions are to meet.

As 1o the firft, alshough St. George’s Day (or fuch other
Day as the Sovereign fhall pleafe to nominate and appoint
by Prorogation in lieu thereof,) be the Principal and
Grand Day of the Feaft, yer the Eve of that Day does
the Feaft take Commencement, and determines noe ill
the third Day following ; the whole Solemnity taking i
up three Days inclufively. 1

o 4N

And this 1s clear from {everal Articles of the Statutes, -"amo
wherein the courfe of the Ceremonies to be obferv'd ¢ § e
the Grand Solemnity are fer down-; whether obferved,

on the Eve, the Feaft-Day, or- the Morrow after = And il
thefe three Days together did the Sovereign hold the ;iHﬂ
Grand Feaft, whether they perfonally celebrated the fame,
or depured other of the Knights-Companions to - thas Em-

1T

ployment, the caufe of the Commiffions: of Depuration
Hmitting their Power either in general, during the time of

the Feaft ; or in pn:';icu?at:, upon the Day of St, George,,
the Day, and that following, viz. the laft Day of the

3 ‘ L . ! : a0

Feaft. In hke manner, when in fucceeding Times, Com.. _:[r,w,,\

mifiions of Prorogaton of the Grand Feaft were made =,
{ dl

of, we find the three Days continuance of the
t ro be parricularly merrioned in the Body of
: Namely, the Day wherein, by f{uch
eaft was to begin, the Grand Day is
vhereantr and
vIEreon 1t er

’Li.

1

S in the Szatutes, for the Order and

Solemnity, to begin with the Eve, run

ar upen St. George's Eve, fhall be an Af-

all the Krights-Companiens of the

Fe. and the fame is pofiuvely
ier Bodies of the Sratutes,

Feaft is ly faid to Commence in

- Georgii, or as it is otherwife expreft in the

in futurve celebratis, or, Vigiliis

lia Fefti. So has the time of this

Dencminations given it

‘per ante Diem Sanfli Georgis;

(periis Fefti, in Vefperiis Coma

> Divi G:‘r“-(f'u-f. P Jx:fff

pridie feriarum Divi

i, and Jaftly in plain

fj‘?:g‘ifﬂ'y

Georpiane Solew
4

Glorfii, and lometimes per i
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Eng}'f, St. George’s Eve 5 all which figni fy oné and the
fame thi ing, and are but various Names given to the
Etenmg of the Day foregeing either that of St George
or that whereon the Grand Fu ft is appointed to be he
by Prorogation.

Thus we fee that the Founder began his Solemnity
gpon the Eve of the Feaft Day ; which doubtlels was in
conformity to the Cuftont of the Church, who made the
Vigils and Eves part of the enfuing Feftivals, and as
Ulhers to the Grand Solemnities.

As the Eve was appmnt d by the Founder for the
Commencement of the Anniverfary of the Grand ll fy,
fo'to make the time more cert ‘11‘ the Statutes expr
exact Hour of mee ing for beginr ﬂng the ‘m;m
to be at the Hour of Tierce, w hich in many other Places
is called, Hora Tertiarum. Burt this feemed not fufficient

1
1
i

¢

to expref(s clear Cm‘u.ﬂh the meaning of a Law, where z

Penalty was enjoined, and th .;‘:;re atd (,'f’_ ter
Windfor, 17 Eaw. IV, a icrup e asif “g‘ 1
Companions, concerning the Wotds Hora Tert whe-
ther they were intended to mean t‘nrfc in the A rernoon,
or at the Hnm‘ of the Church, generally ufed after
Prime Noon before 3 and fixed it to thelatzer.

The l(f'g_rjf?mn C’Iavrzxceam Records the fame F\:pi:[-

nation of the Words; and ro let us fee that’ twas imme.
diately put in Practice, it is there entered with the Names
of thole Kn: ghts-Companiois prefent with the S* ereign,

both in the Morning and Evening of the fame L-:lj».
Another Inftance of which there is, 3 He Vf}-
the Eve cf the Grand Feaft, held
Windfor, where the Sovereign, |
feveral Ambaffadors, pur off the uf
whence ‘it is evident, that the Cu
likewife to begin the & a.; emnity in
Bur norwi d,'mndmu
we find it Auno 11 Hen
for three in the Afrer
came to M del the Srarn
Articles, he declares and e
the fmn;f« Verfion of th
Tierce)) o be the Flora 1
Afternoon 5 and in another A
Hera Teytiarum, id eff, Hora Toiti

Ff
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ard ellewhere;, Hara Tertia Velpertina wel Fomeridiang i
g 3 »
which Hour, as it wasthen ferled to be the pundual
time for the -f{'?;;"gf.;f.ﬂ-C,}?."Jﬂiif(m_s meeting, to enter on the
Solemn ty of the Feaft, o has it ever fince’ continued np-
and ufua blerved,
embly for the Sovereign and Knights-
anions, hath ufually been in fuch of the Sovereign’s
vy Lcdpings, both ar #indfer, or ellewhere, as
155 ' ? 7 €
1atl A R 1 Privy. Wi i
ath appointed ; frequently in the Privy, 1thdi:1wmg,
or Bed Chambers: To this appointed Place the Knighes-
PE g bt
Companions repair, to give tt nce on the Sove:
invefted themfelves in full Robes,
.odgings, or {ome convenient Room
ter 1s o attend them, with notice of

Y 0D

I D are
e jJ-:L_L O1 ¢

newr AftLe

her in their own I

nions being come to the Sovercign,
of the Order, habited in theip

¢ 1

Mantles, and bearing in their Hands the Symibols of their

N\

the Sovereign's being vefted if
palfes into the Prefence Chamber,
o the Feaft, by opening the Chaprer at
goes thither,

L

>, the Provincial Kings, Heralds)
g their Coats of the Sovereign's
A of Penfioners, armed with their
Pole Axe: he Prefence Chamber ; but the
Prebends of the College, vefted in their Taffary Mantles
ver their Sirp nd Alms. Knig in their Mantles

1d Surcoats irer than the Guard Chamber.
L Sery endants of the Knights.Com-
P inions g ‘ 1 Chamber Door, whence
‘ h the Stone
Gallery, into 1 tie, or as far as
Number reign’s coming
re to inform the Reader, in re-
ard i E y of St. George, but the
£ r, hath been kept

'y
: : 2
cenwich, and Tork j

ifor Caftle, more par-

.+ Parriculars here-
Place, but apper-
ftival, and are thereforg 1o be obferved every
where
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4 where alike ; as inftance, the form of Proceeding, i
“ the manrner of ho! ing rl‘f:a‘y:er;‘, the Ceremony of Of-

7 fering Gold and Silver, § of Qfficers, and fuch
like : But others there are, re precifely local and

g particalar, as the [’,.i.rv’ ms-K nights going

§ the Proceeding, tl ng up of Archievements, § i
4 to Windfor only. ' Thew il
! Since the with i ndfor, '

] fome of the
¢ tinn of r‘nc“

Fr l'u d us

ﬂi!f’:'?:(fft.? :
Inftance lics,

clude thar t !
{wer the P e, unlels i
from But that in |
Exam as 1s -“n‘*?i to the
and oughr t oblerved without al
where the Sovereign fhall keep th
Of [etting the Proceeding in Order. )

§ 2. In T.mss
at the Grand Feu £ ‘
Servants and other ¢ ;
mov rd .*‘1'-,1}1 I indfor 5
ent S Jl ! - ;’,
ceffion 1 1O {
revive 3 1D the |
fourth of for fome

---lj...
i
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at the yearly Sclemnization of the Feaft of the Order, ity

Perfons, and no more : The reafon whereof we find elf
ghm']c noted to be, for faving of Charge, and a'-'nidmgl ;E‘
Emulation. But in the bepinning ‘of Ki J
Reign, of ever Bleffed Txf('z'nngl;‘}‘ the 'S’::lhi:tl:g et
) : » the gallantry of Atrend.
ants began again t3, lncreale and "Augment ; infomuch
thatat the Grand Feaft held av #bite-Hall, the 224, 23d,

and 24th of April, Anno 8 Car.1. we find ic obferved
that the K‘n:‘g{w(‘C(-r;;aj;_m:\:}._r came forth auended, e:‘.ci:
with a Train of Servants very richly clad.

_ But to return and enter upen the Proceeding, tothe end
the t?:n'ams and Atcendants of the Knighes Companions
may, be exactly Marfhalicd, the Uher of the Hall (whofe
Adury 1ris to rank them) cughe to call for a Lift from, Gap-
ser, ot fuch Knights-Companions as are to be prefent ar
the Grand Feaft, noted v eir feveral Places in the
,1’1'(:11‘('(-{31:-‘;:. r his | [ tions in affigning the Ar
tendants their due P the Order whereof 1s thus.: Firlt,
the Funior K s procged one before ano-

rec

ther, on the 1 whole right Hand the fe-
cond ts-Attendants go in equal Rank with
them, erve to have been the general rule ;

where the X ts-Companions Proceed 1n pairs, their Ac
; thole belonging to the Senior Knights
el 11, ]‘ 53 1. oy . -
right tand, ang to the Funior upon
" 15 otherwile, where any of the
preceed firgle and alone, (which of
i : al ed in its due Place,) for the
Astendants belonging to that fis

o
rencants £0 roget
of the

their lefi

our, as

~ ; le Knight go twe
L oE S -l -
LF » on both ides the Way, oppofite one againft
ih ! ;

the Grand Feaft is Celebrated at Whiter
‘ brs-Comipanions Artendants are Mar-
Uther, on both fides the Paffage, from

i iber, down into the
as the old Chappel;

5D Ty
n

Vai

t proceed, in regard of the
- s i [
AT : way, but only make a ftand,
ARH Proceedi-g to rals through them, they arve ratked

ma way _\‘.11%-_ ren 1t [,"}'«,h.“' or 3 nevesthe-

Yrder obferved by
vereign’s Pro-
entioned Feaft,

held

from that u

Jeis relating more ectally -to the €
toetr Mafters : Which Method! !

j 4
:etding @ the Chappel, ar

abe
:ﬂ.gn'.'s 1
g U['[!C\
felke
e ¢
.
o
o
jcf
Jfet
qnd
i Ha
s, 0
ot o0
o 8
orher
avine
ieordi
i o
Nimbe
i A
Thirc
mafe
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held at (#bite-Hall, Anno 8 Car 1. we find thus delcribed
The eldeft ngur-(,ompmmm Servants were ranked on
the right Hand of the Paffage, the chiefeft of them near
unto the old Chappel Door; and the {econd Knight (be-
ing Companion to the eldeft) his Arrendants fiood on the
lett fide, the chiefeft of them alfo next the faid old Chappel
Door, and in cafe the eldeft Knight's Fellow or L'rm.wl‘-;{-
nion be not prefent in this Proceeding, chen the eldeft
Knight’s Servants oughe to be placed oppofite one againft
the other, uoon each fide the faid old Chappel l‘c: or ¢
The like Onlei is to be taken in Marfhalling the Sum.h:’;
of the other Knights of this moft Noble Order, whole
Companions are then abfent,

Secondly, The Order of Proceeding amongft the Alms-
Kunights, w}“u, Anmo 1 Car. 1. had two Waiters of the
Sovereign’s Hall, in their Livery Coars, bearing white Rods
in their H(mds, to proceed before the m‘, 1s in general
twoand two together, the Funior is placed foremnit on the
left Hand, and his next Senior on his righr; hn] if Sick-
nefs, or other lawful Impediment, chance to hinder one
or more of them, from going in the Proc
nior is advanc'd into his Place, and conl:
other Funiors do in like manner alter their
advance, to the end the {uperior Piace be |
according to the right rule of Marfhailing the
that compofe a grols Body ; butr in this Cafe,1 e
Number rthat atrend bappen to be odd, the Governor of
the Alms-Knights goes laft of all, and alone.

Thirdly, The \ngc of the Colle ge hath his Place
next after the Amf-f\mnt: and immediately before
Prebends of the College ; who being habited in a (‘,‘-,
beareth a Silver VP!"L‘ the Ln| gn of his Office -
verthelels, heretofore, when the Prebends went not in the
Pro;md.l.q, on the Eve of the Grand Feaft, \/uper
proceeded firft of all, before r..\ Alms-Kni ufr; fo i
was obferved on the Eve of St. Geerge, at I¥ind -.;-, Hrind
6 Eliz. and in this manner we fee 1_ (' prelt, 1 the Prc-
ceeding (er forth by Marcus G w/w d.

l*r)unh y, Under the general rule, relating to the 4/m

hes, are comprehended the Prebends of the (r;hv- i

the Pw fuivants, Heralds, and Provincial Kjings, m.r(xmu' h,
thar where either of the faid K ngs are ablent, the Senjor
anced, and goes i

151\ Fri=
J

all the

i
him

afk oa the lefr Hand' of




$
1
¢
¥
¥
f
;".
jJ
4
¢

| (440 )
him who is then prefent ; fo-alfo where any of the g,:
ralds are wanting, his next Funior alcenderh into his

Place ; whereby it {ometimes falls out, that the Senior
Purfuivant is joined to the left Hand of the Funior Herald -
And through’ their defects and abfence, the Number of
the Officers of Arms be odd, then (with this difference n
the forefaid rule” obferved among the Alms-Knights,) the
youngeR Purfuivant goeth fingle by himfelf.

Touching the right of Precedency, berween the Qg
cers of Arms, and Prebends of the College, in Proceeding
before the Sovereign and Knights-Companions, we find
there hath been hererofore not only fome Queftion ftar-
ed, bur the Place contended for; infomuch, that at the
Initallation of the Earls of Shrewsbury and Cumberland,
«Inno 34 Eliz. the Prebends ook Place, and upon the 24th
of May, Anno 39 Eliz, at the Inftallation of Thomas, Lord
Howard of 1#al ' , the Prebends again en-
ween the Officers of Arms, and Of

der 5 but Charles, Lord Howard of Effin-
ieutenant to the Sovereign, delivered his
on the bebalf of the Officers of Arms againft the

not this {o ferrle the Order of Precedency, or
hends, bi t the Contention again broke
the Inftallation of the Earls of Pem.
npton, and Duke of Lenox ; (which
ond of Fuly, in the forefaid
that the Prebends, Pur-
tended in the Proceeding; but
he next Morning compofed, by
ral, (then the Sovereign’s Lieutenant,) the

and the Earl of iarcefler ; and the Order
: firlt, That the dlms-Knights
, the Purfuivants next, then the Pre-
Ef ‘ f A ; and this
obferved, on the

21 May, Anno 4 °
o o e 2
Salzsoury, and

2 of rhe {
Q. l,f thac 1a

the 19 May, Anno
tion of the Earls of

Howbeir, .

Dunbar, and

d {o afterwards, we dg not
n the Proceeding, by:par-
inin this following Or-

der,
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der, wiz. Alms-Knights, Prebends, Her alds, &c. but it may
be prefumed that the Parfuivants, then joined again in
Body with the Heralds, (though for fome Years before di-

vided from them, by the interpo :

tion of the Prebend:)
25 well as the Provincial Kings, and all of them under :hcf
Title of Heralds, and fomerimes Officers of Arms.

And though at the Grand Feaft held by Prorogation, on
Sunday the 14th of September, in the {aid fifteenth Year
of King Fames, it is noted, that the Prince (being then
the Sovereign’s Lieurenant,) proceeded to Morning §
vice on the Feaft Day, with the Alms-Knights, Heral
Prebends, and Officers of the Order before him ;
which manner of Expreflion, it may perchance be fup-
pofed, that the Heralds went at that time next afi ¢
Alms-Knights, and before the Pre ends; nevert
where we find them, on the Eve of the afore

ranked in this following Order.

Cle
ars,
i

rom

The Alms-Knights.

T‘HC vﬂ'k"\'nd“i.

The Officers of Arms.

The Krights of the Order, &e.

And doubtlefs, they proceeded in the fame Order to the
Chappel, on the next Morning, notwithita ling
before {aid ro the contrary, thole Expreffions
woven w e general Account given of th
of the whole Feftival, and more f{ubje¢tro n
the relation of the Proceeding is carried onin : tinued
Difcourfe, than were ranked (as is before ex 1) i

I and in the Order and For
we no where meet with any Orc

]
“ade Ann
maad Anno

Ceremonies
ftake, where

b
-

forefaid Determinatior
ceth the Prebends befor

ve an end to the Difpuresin tl
Eve of this Feaft, held at #7

T

of November, Anno 1 Car.l.

e the He-

Pitfuivants immediately
Kings ; that is to fay,
Garter, whofe Place is elfewh
tite Body o
in all Proceec

ether, which O -der we

after,
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fo obferved at the Grand Feaft held at Windfor,
Car. I1. and ever fince. Bur ro proceed,

All the before mentioned Atendants wait in their fe-
veral Starions, till the Hour of Tierce, when the Sove.
reign (having the Knights-Companions and Officers of the
Order before him, and his Train carried up,) paflfeth to.
wards the Prelence Chamber, notice of whofe coming
being given, the Band of Penfioners make the accoftomed
Guard and Paffage along the Prefence Chamber, the g.
niors ftanding rowards the Lobby Door, within which
Guard, on the other fide, the Officers of Arms place
themfelves : Upen the fame warning, the Yeomen of the
Guard clear a like Paffage from the Prefence Chamber
Door, along the Guard Chamber, unto its ourward Doaor,
for the Proceeding to pafs through,

At the Sovereign’s approach, one of the Gentlemen
Uthers attended with the Sword of State, (the Point refts
ing upon the Ground,) dekivereth to fuch one of the No-
bility, (not being a Knight of the Order,) whom the So-
vereign, as an honorary Favour, hath before riominated,
to bear it from thence, before him in all thc_Proccedings
of the Feaft; during which Action, the Knights-Com-
panions proceed ferwards, and being entred the Prefence
Chamber, Flank on cach fidethe State, with fome {mall
diftance between them, and there make a ftand : The Sa-
vercign being allo entred, paffeth to the Step before the
State, (the Nobleman who beareth the Sword, and the
five Officers of the Order, reriring a little on his right Hand))
and then turning himfelf towards the Knights-Companions,
ftandeth there a while, until they have made their*Reve-
rences unto him ; which being performed, he refaluteth
the Knights-Companions by rutting off his Cap : This done,
the Sovereign pu reth his Cap on again ; whereupon every
of the Kuigh:s Companions putteth on theirs, and imme-
diately Raok rthemfelves, according to their due Place,
ou both fides the Stare,

For the righr unceritanding whereof, we are in the
fifth place to Nore, that in the Order and Method wie-
inthe Kaights-Companii are ranked, (if they be all pre.
fent,} 15 two and twao rogetner, the ‘Fuwior foremoft on
the left Hand, for thar is his Place in all Proceedings 3
but where any of them be ablenr, the rule is different
irom that appropriate o the before-meationed chrc";‘;

0F

Anno 13
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iy | for though it-be recorded, that upon the Eve of the Grand
Feaflt held at Windfor, Anno 7 Hen. V. the K nig bts-Com-~
'k gnions Went in Order to the Chaprer-Houfe and Choir
w | yet this being expreft bur in general terms, how it ought
h | o be underftood, will more fully appear, from the par-
I ticular D],.--L-C.ilons given for the Order UE the Knights-
y Companions Proceeding in King Henry VIII's Sratutes ; f
i where the Law direc¥s each Kniybt-Companion to proceed Lt
X i
q

alone, at fuch time as his Fellow {who pofieffeth the Srall
oppofite uaro him) s abfent, but the Order of fuch |
Proceeding will by a Scheme be made more evident.

The Proceeding of the K”:’iﬁuhw'cnmF"Winj“,prq(mt
on the Eve of St. George, fothe Clafer 42 W hite~ R
Hall, Anuo 3 Eliz.

The Lord Hunfdon. Void,

T‘HC l.erLl. P\."-vd’}'ﬁ I)ii'ft’n.‘)’. Thc “Jtl"'-unt J,rf{;(”;:‘ggﬁc.
The Lord 1..5':{;;»“51:)1 omw. The Earl of Shewsbury,

The Earl of Suffex. The Lord Howard of Effing,
Void. The Eadl of effmorland.
The Marquifs of Norzh, 1

The Lord Ciynten. The Duke of Noifoll,
Void. ‘he Eatl of Pembrock,

Thus four Knights-Companions procee
gard the Stalls oppofite to them were , the three firft
being abfent, and the laft void by the Death of the Earl
of Huntin; ;7and to avoid all difpures in relauon to
Precedency, King Henry VIII. Decreed, in the fixteenth
Year of hus Reign 3 That each Knght-Companion fhould
take Place, in I’ Lom, or fitting at the Table,
thence forward, as be | or Stall in the Chai
no* accordi ' Cond
the S )
accerding to
bis own T,

1%
fereth from all | > {poken ofF 5 (
Der, the chree or Officers (when
302 breaft, and (of later Times,) the Re;

alone, in re-

Hin
it}

=

s U.'.

[2d that any [Dould be made Cr

of bis Famil

. any orzer 11

1 .
r among e Uit

- T
ve 1n iwume-

March
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Garter on his right Hand, and the Ufber of the B"“k‘ﬂﬂd
on his left,

After thefe three Officers, the two fuperior proceeq
together, the Prelate on the Righr, and the Chancellor on
the left ; and after, the Officers of the Order follow the

Sword, which 1s carried immediately before the Sovereign o

In the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s Reign, it was bormn
by fome of the Barons, but of larer Times it hath bepp
conferi’d on Perfors of higher Rank, as Anno 4 Car, 1,
on the Earl of Dover ; 4nno g Car. 1. on the Earl of Danfy
and 4nno 13 Car. I1. on the Lord Vi{count Mordant, then
Conftable of the Caftle of F#indfor 5 and at this Time %G
ufually born by none under the De gree of an Earl,
g

The Sovereign’s Place in the Proceeding, €3 notandyp
qued [uperior Ordinis tempore Proceffionis in difla Capelly
tranfibit retro totam Sociarum Comitivam 3 which thog h
the Starzte mentions here to be performed at the Grand
Proceffion, yet it refers to all thofe rtimes the S:‘n‘ercign
proceeds to, or from, no lefs than within the Chappej,
In ancient Time, the Sovereign (if he were at Findfer, to
celebrare the Grand Feaft;) proceeded to the Chappel in

Perfon, as well on the Eve, as on the Fealt Day. Queen
Elszaber) being the firlt who went not to the Chappel on
the ‘Eve of the Feaft, unlefs we except King Henry VI
who, by reafon of Sicknefs, was necefliraced to make a

Deputy in his ftead : The aforefaid Omiflion of Queen
izaberh, was firt occafioned through Indifpofition of
Health, theugh fhe afterwards, withour that neceflity, did
not comply, as in the 18, 25,20, and 31 Years of her
Reign, which gave accafion to King Fames to make De-
puties at thofe ee Grand Feafts he Celebrated ar #ind-
Jor 5 and the like did King Charles 1, in the firft Year of
his Reign ; in the fourth Year of his Reign, the an-
cient Cuftom (fo y Years intermirted,) was reftored,
and the § king no Lieutenant,) proceeded to
rhe Cha on that Eve, bur always cbferved
Charles 1L in all the Grand
W ('t!l-;.'l"\' ’.’“Ll .

to rake notice, thar the Proceeding
 ( r, call’d in the Statutes
vhereof, on the Eve of

The
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The Artendants on the Knights-Companions.
4lms-Knighrs. L

VIT"LL of the Chappel.

Prebends of F¥indfor.

Officers of Arms.

Knights-Companions.

Black-Rod.

Regifter.

Garter.

Chancellor.

Prelate.

The Sword

The Sovereigr

Train-bearers,

Caprain of the Penfioners

Penfioners.

To the foregoing Proceeding have been
teceiv’d fome Perflons of Quality, and
id Degree ; (though their Offices do nor parricu
larly relate s moft Noble Order ) bur are admi
reafon of their requifite Attendance on the Sovereign, in
his Pro ’:,Ll' gs on all Occafior

Un 37. C s F.;r 4’.".’::4 3 iz, L‘ﬁii.{g?l‘r
ofh\.w-f-‘n, ace companied by the E: wrd. wer
in the Proceeding to the Clofer ar ## ¢ afeer
the Train-bearers, and immediasely dies At-
tendants on the Sovere ard the ning, when
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Of the Procecding to the Chapter-Houfe.

§ 3. Having under the precedent Head, treared ar
large of the Rank and Place of all thole thar pafs in the
Proceeding, wherein all are Bare-headed, except the Sg.
vereign and Knights-Companions': 1 now come to the Place

it he Proceeding is directed.

I'he firft Solemn Action on the Entrance of the Grand
Feait, which the Sovereign and Knights-Companions are
obliged to perform, is to Celebrate a Chapter, to which
end it hath been moft ufual for them to proceed from the
Prefence Chamber, every one in their due Place and Order »
firlt to the Chaprer- Houfe, to confalt of things of courfe ;
and next into the Choir, to hear Divine Service ; which
has been the conftant Cuftom from the Reign of King
Henry V. as many Examples, recorded in the Regifters of
the Order, evidence.

Asthis Cuftem of holding a Chapter on the Eve of the
Grand Feaft, was conftancly obferved when celebrared
without Prorogation ; fo alfo hath a ¢h spter been 1n like
manner held before Fefpers, on the Eve, at fuch rime
as the Feaft Day of S, George only hath been obfery'd,
when (for any caufe) the Ann ver(ary of the Grand Feaft
receivid Prorogation: As for Inftance, dnno 1 Mary, 2
Chapter was held ar the Mannor of St. Fames's, on the
Vigil of St. George, before the firft Vefpers ; whereunto i
fixe this Note, ut moris eff ; and the Grand Feaft for
that Year receiv'd Adjournment, until the coming of
Philip, then Prince (after King) of §pain,

In like manner, though the Celebration of the Grand
Fealts were removed from Windfor, and obferved at other

vet this ufual Coftom of holding a Chapter on the
Eve, was always pra@ifed ; afrer which the procecding
ro Evening Prayer fucceeded, as is manifeft by feveral
Tefimenies from the Regifters,

The publick pr nal way to the Chapter-Houfe at
Windfor, I'Time our of Mind, led from the Prefence
Chamber throt gh the Cloifter, and the grear Gare of the
King's Lodging, to the unrer Ward of the Caftle, thence
through the middle Ward, and part of the lower, to and
through the Paflage, between the Eaft End of the Chaypcé

ag
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and Tomb-Houfe 5 and thence into the Chapter-Houfe, Si-
ware on the North Eaft Corner of St. George’s Chappel.

Bur the Sovercign hath fometimes thoughe fit to wave
this publick proceffional way, and pafs along the private
way, which leads from the King’s Privy Chamber, down
the Stairs into the Terrace, viz. through that frately Walk
lying on the North fide of the Caftle, and entring again
at 2 Door, heretofore made through a part of the Caftle
Wall into one of the Canons Lodgings, adjoining to ##7n-
chefter Tower, (now made up) went thence through the
Cloiters, proceeding in cthe Order before fhewed.

We fhall clofe this Head, with obferving, that though
the Proceedings to the Chapter-Heufe ot Chappel, on the
Eve of the Feaft, have moft commonly been on Foor ;
yet have they been alfo on Horle-back, on extraordinary
Occafions, as Anno 3 Hen. VIL ar which Time feveral
Ambaffadors being arrived here from Foreign Kings
and Princes, they and many of the Nobility of this King-
dom, with the King's Council, the two Archbithops, the
Bithops of Lincoln and Ely, and the hief Juftice of the
King’s Bench, vepaired alfo thither; and on the Eve, the
Sovereign, accompanied with the Knights-Companions, rode
fiom the upper Quadrangle down to the College. The
Queen and the King's Mother rode in a Chair, covered
with rich Cloth of Gold, drawn by fix Courfers finely
Harna(s'd, and twenty one Ladies, habited in Crimfon
Velver, rode on white Palfries : Sir Roger Corton, Mafter
of the Queen’s Horfe, led her Horfe of State, whereon
was a S:ddle of Cloth of Gold, and three Crowns of
Silver gilr ; as (oon as they alighted, the Sovereign and
Knights-Companions proceeded to the Chapter-Houfe, and
thence to Evening Song, which ended, they return’d in
the Order they came.

Kirg Henry VHI. in the eleventh Year of his Reign,
at three a Clock in the Afternoon, with all the Knzghes-
Companions, in the Habit of the Order, proceeded from
the Prele ce Chamber in Hindfor-Caftle, rill they cam
to the Q,mi‘::.ig‘:t“ where they rook
fode according to their Stalls, not according to their

. i hence rode to the
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OJ{‘ rbg gpcﬂi??g Uf f})f Chaptero

§ 4. The Proceeding being arriv’d ar the Entrance
into the Chappel, firfk the Artendants on the Kniphtse
Companions divide themfelves as they enter, beginning 2
the outward Door, and Flank on each fide the North Ifle
of the Chappel, and fo roward the Wet Door of the
Chofr, making a ftand along the Ifle for the Aim:—l(nfg};:,’
Virgers, Prebends, and Officers of Arms, w pals through
chem, who go on rowards the [aid Weft Door ; and whep
the Funior Knight:-Companions are entred into the Chappel,
the Proceeding makes a ftand, while all the Knights-Com
panions following turn afide on the right Hand into the
Chapter-Houfe, next the Officers of the Order, and lafi]
the Sovereign 5 but the Nobleman thar carries the Swerd,
the Train-bearers, Penfioners, &e. ftay without the Chap.
er-Houfe Door in the North Ifle ; none being admitted in
he § ign, the Knights-Companions, and the Of
icers of the Order ; who beirg all entred, the Door js
thur by the Gentleman Uther of the Black-Red, and every
Pe feverally rakes hisdue Place and Station, where-
Chapter immediar 5.
er and Order the Sovereign, Knights
sons, and Officers of the Order, are ranked, ar the
2 of a Chaprer, is defcrib’d, Anne 11 Hen, VUL
when the Sovereig ohts-Companions confulted in
the Chapte ormation and Explanation
of the Staru ;

The Sovereign, on his Entrance, proceeded to the midft
of the North-end of the Table ; the Knights-Companions,
whofe Stalls in the Choir were on the Sovereign's fide,
] t Hand of the Table, and thofe of the Princes
then the Prelate of the Order came and ftood

s right Hand, at the corner of the Table ;
Regifter and Garter were at the lower end, and Blacke
Rod kept the Chapter- Houfe Door on the infide. The Chan-
cellor of the Order is not re menrion’d, (as not being
prefent) yet his Place is

the Table.
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eannot be difcufs'd, withour purting off the Celebration of
Vefpers, beyond the Canonical Hour ; it hath been ufual
10 adjourn the Debates till the next Morning, as was done
Anno 14 Car. 1,

Tranfaétions in the Chapter held before the Vefpers.

§ 5. When the Chapter held before the Vefpers is open-
ed, and no Adjournment given thereto, all things are
then to be provided for, which concern the Honour and
Dignity of this moft Noble Order,

The matrers of courfe are ; firft, Swearing, and admvt-
ting Officers ; fecondly, Debating about the Knights-Com-
panions then abfent, and either difpenfing with, or in-
fliting Penalties on them ; and thirdly, Conftitucing or
appointing an Officer, to carry on the State and Solem.
nity of the Feaft in the Sovereign’s abfence. Burt other
Particulars that are occafional, cannot fo well be brought
within Rule, as being wholly accidenral.

As to the firft, the Officers of the Order, foon after the

Chapter is open'd, take their reipective Qaths, in Order
to perform the Duty of their feveral Places, during the
Seffion of the Chapter, and thenceforward, asis evident
from feveral Examples, but one may {uffice, from a Chaprer
held ac #¥indfor, Anno 4 Car.]. whereat Dr. Neal, Bithop
of Winchefter, was Swom Prelate; Sir Francis Crane,
Chancellor ; and Dr. Mathew Wren, Bithop of Ely, Re-
gifter.
It hath fometimes happened, that fome of the Officers
of this Order have been Sworn at other Times, as at
Chapters next enfuing their Nomination and Cheice, where-
in the Adminiftration of the Qath 1s one of the firft chings
done,

Touching the fecond particular debated in Chaprer, viz.
the difpenfing with, or punifhing ablent Knights ; 1t is to
be confidered, that the Statutes of the Order enjoin all
lh_e Knights-Companions 1o be prefent at the Celebration
of the Grand F-aft: that is, chofe that are within the

sgdom, or elfewhere ; alchough the Service of St. George,
afC’l'inng to the Ri{es f the (_:hur[.'h, be not Cf."kb'i'f.lECdP
% on the Service of the Day whercon rhat of St Geuige
has fallen, viz. Good-Friday : But with this Limitation,
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ﬁ?'rbdt they be in a capacity, or may conveniently repaiy 4%
thither,
Therefore the next thing ufually entred upon in the
Chapter, is the Sovereign's and Knights-Companions ra. g
king notice, whether any of the Fellow(hip make default 4
of coming at the Hoor affign'd ; and if fo, they are
¢onfidered under one of thefe Heads. = Firft, Swanger i
Princes ; Secondly, Late Commiffioners who are arrived, 4
or every Minute expecied ; and Thicdly, Such as have i
given norice thar they cannot be prefent, during the con g
tnuation of the Feaft : Of thefe- Excufes of courfe, ver- i
bal Apologies, or Letters of Excule, are, or may be, of 41
fered ; and in cafe they are approved or admiued, then ([
the Penance, which by the Szatures oughr otherwife 1o Yy
be inflicted, is admirted ; all which ought to be recor.
lifd. r‘;??l
- Stranger Princes are excufed in courfe, on Account of el
their neceflary Refidence in their own Territories sand e
of their Excufes and accuftom’d Difpen(ations, are divers ]
Inftances in the Regifters of the Order. e
As to Knights-Companicns, who are tardy in their Jour- pye
ney, or being come to the Caitle, fall fhore of the Hour, :errin
or of artending the Sovereign to the Chapter-Houfe, ei- "“ff’
ther through negligence, or want of timely notice, or other .
J accident ; the Szatates enjoin for Penance, thau they be | j,j
not permitted for that time to enter into the Chapter, but
tarry without the: Door, and not have Voice in any. thing
that fhall happen to be done there, unlefs they can alledge
a2 juft Excule, or render fuch a {ufficient caufe as the Se-
vereign, or his Depury, fhall approve of ; but few defaul-
ters have been noted of this kind.

The third fort of Delinquents, are thofe KnightsCom-
panions ablent, not only ar the Hour of Tierce, butare
likely to be (o during the whole Feaft; the Proceedings
relaring to them, are either upon whiat is offered in Excufe
of their abfence, or determined on their neglect of making

;
i
¥
[
!
i
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§
i

Apology for it i

Excufes for abfence, are either by Letters or Word of L'

Mouth ; if by Letters, they arc directed to the Chancel- ﬁf‘

f lor of the Order; orelfe the Sovereign fendsto hisLiens N
A tenant on their behalf, and both are produc’d by the Chane _',_'"_‘f“
i cellor : But if Excufes be made by Word of Mouth, then *“:
| are they delivered by the Sovereign himiclf 5 or on me- ,:*
i en l
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tion made by fome of the Knights-Companions prefent ir
Chapeer.

The Cuftom of {ending Lerters has been very ancient :
The Lord Powis’s Letter, under his Hand and Seal, (cer-
dfying his Indi(pofition of Body,) was produc'd in Chap-
ter, Anno 8 Hen, V. And the following Year the Dukes
of Tork, Norfolk, and Buckingham, with the Earls of Salif-
bury, Shrewsbury, and Pembrook, Vifcount Bourchier, the
Lord Rivers, and Sir Fobn Falftaff 5 being all abfent from
St. George’s Feaft, they declared the reafen of their abfence
by their MefJengers. There are many Precedents of this
kind, and of Letters fent from the Sovereign, directed to
his Licutenant, to accept of Knights-Companions Excules,
whofe abfence he had beforehand difpenc’d with ; we ob-
ferve thofe Dilpenfations excus'd nor the fending their
own particular Excufes ; for it is evident they were alfo
expected, and that fuch allowance of ablence was nor
Abfolute, the Claufe running thus : That you [the Sove-
reign’s Deputy) allow thefe Excufes [o far asare confonant
to reafon. And in all other Lerters of the fame narure, 2
Claufe to this Effe®& hath been inferted = Thar as zhe So-
wereign thought good to adversife bis Deputy, that for certain
th‘ff: be bad difpenc'd with their Attendance for that
time 3 fo be will'd bim to accept their reafonable Excufes in
that behalf accordingly.

Secondly, The abfent Knights-Companions have had
their Excufes frequently made by Word of Mouth, ei-
ther of the Sovereign, or fome other of the Knights-Com-
panions, prefent in the Chaprera  This Favour is done ei~
ther by the Sovereign himfelf, if prefent; or by his Ordex
to the Liewitenant, in his abfence.

There have been many Examples of what hath been
donc in this Cafe, and alfo when the Sovereign hath not
been prelent in Chapeer, but hath beforehand ver
given his Deputy or Lieutenant dire@tion to excule
ablence of {everal Knights-Companions. s

Tt will be neceffary to oblerve what ffect the Ex-
cufes have ufually produc'd ; whercinto we find the juft
and reafonable favonrably admitted, fome fufpended,
and divers difallowed. Thofe eafily allow'd were, firft,
Sickntfs; (for thofe of the }\'\,,Fg{.,r;.ffp;vspzrs'-f);s who l‘._r_ﬂ‘::

been either Sick, far (pent with Age, or intent on publick
Affairs, have been 1’8{{1'11\_,-' allow’d,) Secendly, he not
Gg 2 rece-
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recovery of Wounds receiv'd in the publick Service
as we meer with in the Cafe of Sir Iilliam Harl'ngton,
Anno 7 Hen. V. whom we fee excus'd for bis lnefs, oo
cafion’d from bis Wounds then lately receiv'd at the Siege of
Rohan, and elfewhere. Thirdly, Impotency and old Age,
Fourthly, Imployment in the Sovereign's Service, either
Abroad or at Home ; thofe Abroad are neceffarily excus'd,
thofe at Home we fhall be more particular to. The Ear|
of Shrewsbuwy, Anno 22 Eliz. was taken up in certain Af.
fairs, enjoin’d him by the Sovercign; the Earl of Hun.
eington, 26 Eliz. being Prefident of the Council of the
Noith, his abfence was for thar, and feveral Years fol-
lowing, favourably excus'd ; and a like Cafe was that of
the Earl of Danby, Anno 13 Car. 1. who for his neceffary
Auendance at the Seat of Juftice in Eyre, was excusd
wairing on the Sovereign at the Grand Feaft thar Year,
Fifthly, ##%en the Grand Feaft hath receiv'd Prorogation,
and any of the Knights-Companions have not bad notice of
the Day whercunto it was prorogued. Sixthly, When anyof
them pave been in Captivity; as was Thomas, Earl of
Salisbury, and the Earl of Huntingtom, both Prifoners in
France, Anno 2 Hen. VI. Seventhly, When any of them
have obrain’d the Sovereign's Letters of Difpenfation, of
which (officient is {pcken before. Lafly, Some other juft
and lawful Occafion, as well as Accident, having fallen out;
{not relating to thofe under the former Heads,) the Sove-
reign, on Information given in Chapter, hath been pleas'd
to allow of; as in the Cafe of the Lord Famconbridge,
Anno 32 Hen. VI. was readily admited, on his pleading

the care of his Domeftick Affairs, he having been lately in '

Prifin, and bad obtained leave to go and fee his Houfe and
Lands in the Country. The Earl of Arundel’s ablence,
Anno 15 Car. I, was pardon’d, by reafon of the Dutchefs
of Richmond's Death, who died on the Eve of the Grand
Feaft ; thac o he (being the chief of her Family,) might
be at Hand 1o advife and affitt in all things conducing to
the Honour of the decealed Durchefs.

And as the Knights-Companions have been often ex:
cus'd for not appearing on the Grand Feaft, fo hath the
Sovereign, on {ufficient Grounds, been pleas'd to licenfe
and difpence with their departure ; from the fame of rhis
is an Example, 6 Eliz. when the Lord Haftings of Lough-
borough, falling Il a livle before the Offering on St

George's
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George's Day, obtain’d Licence from the Sovereign to de-
part out of the Choir ; and came no more abroad that Day,
nor during the Feaft., As alfo another in the Duke of
Lenox, Anno 15 Car. 1. The Deputy Chancellor having, by
Command of the Sovereign, and in difcharge of the Duty of
his Office ; who being forc'd to go back to London, by
reafon of the aforefaid Dutchefs of Rickmend’s Death, had
his Excufe, and the Sovereign's Licence for departure,

We are next to confider Excufes, which, though fent in
due time, yet on Debate in Chapter were {ufpended ra-
ther than allow’d ; to which Head may be referr’d that
Cafe of feveral of the Knights-Companions, who were
Members of the Lord’s Houfe in the long Parliamenr.
For Anno 18 Car. L. the Deputy Chancellor having, by
the Command of the Sovereign, and in dilcharge of the
Duty of his Office, fent to each of them a Summons,
for their Arrendance at the Celebration of the Grand
Feaft, to be held for the preceeding Year at Tork ; and
notice thereof being given to the Houfe of Lords, they
immedjately made the enfuing Order.

Die Martis 22 Maii, 1641.

tWhereas the Lord Chamberlain of bis Majefty's Houfhould,
and [ome other Lords of Parliament, Knights of the Garter,
bave been Summoned to give their Attendance, and repaiv
into the City of York, for the Celebration of St. George's
Feaft 3 who acquainting this Houfe with the Summons afore-
faid, it is this Day ordered by the Lords in Parliament, that
they attend the weighty Affairs of the Kingdom difcuffed in
Parliament, wherennto they are obliged by his Majefly's
Whit, and the Law of the Land.

Jo. Browne, Cleric. Parliament.

Whereupon the {aid Knights-Companions, before the Days
appointed by Prorogarion tor holding the Feaft, fent their
petitionary Letters of Excufe to the Deputy Chancellor,
wherein they profefs’d their defire and readinefs to at-
tend, in Obedience of the faid Summons ; neverthelefs
pleaded the forefaid O der for 1he Ground of their ftay 1n
.{-ﬂndon, and therefore defired him to obrain hryr' them the
sovereign’s Difpenfation : On producing the {aid Lerters
1n Chaprer, the Sovercign would nor at that time either ad-
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mit or difallow of their Excufes, bur referr'd the confi~
deration to the next Chapeer, 10 be held by Prorogarion,
Of Excufes which have not been allow'd, the moft re.
markable is that of the Duke of Norfolk, and the Lord
Scales, Anno 36 Hen, VI. who were adjudg'd to the Pe-
nalty of the Statute, inregard the Caules alledged 1o ex.
cufe their abfence were not approved ; the latrer wag
figned by the Sovereign and Knights-Companions, in 4
Jewel to the value of twenty Marks, to be offered in'the
College ; whereby the rigour of the Statutes appears o
have been more ftrictly executed on him, than the Duke,
probably becaufe the Lord Scales was abfent the Year
before, and no caufe thereof fhewed to the Chapter.
Inrelation to the Proceedings on the abfent Kaights
Companions neglect of fending their Excufes, we fhall ob-
{erve, that fome of them have with difficulty been remit.
ted, fome left in f{ufpence, and others fentenc’d, and re-
ferr'd cither to the Sovereign's pleafure, or the Punif

ment affign’d by Law ; of the firft kind we find thatthe #

Earl of Weftmirland, Anno 10 Hen. V. though not very
well, yet had much ado to be excus'd, becaufe he fig-
nified not the Caufe of his ablence, as the Statutes requi-
sed, So Adnno 12 Car. 1. the Earls of Derby and Kely,
having made no Excufe, were for that Omiffion blameable,
but by the Grace of the Sovereign for that time pardon’d,

As to thofe who, through the indulgence of the Sove.
reign, (where probable canfe hath induc’d ir,) have not
had Sentence pafs'd on them prefently, bur were deferr'd
in expectation of fome fatisfactory Caufe to be fhewed ;
we find in the Cafe of the Prince, the Duke of Backingham,
and five ather Knights-Companions abfent from the Feaft,
beld Anno 18 Hen. VII. wherein it is regiftred, that mo
caufe of Fxcufe was [bewed, but there was an expedation
of one to be alledged.

Bur as for thofe of the third fort, on whom Senrence
hath pafs'd ; they have been left either to the pleafure
of the Sovereign, or to thofe Penalties which the Law of
this Order infhét 3 of which, asalfo of thofe on whom
Judgment hath pals'd, are divers Inftances.

Befides thefe Grounds of affigning Penances, there are
other Caufes fet down in the before recited ninth Auticle,
of the Statutes of Inftitution for Penances; as when the

Kuwiglts-Companions are abfent at other times, beﬁdé th:
ou
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Hour of Tierce, that is, the beginning of the firft Vefpers
Secondly, At the beginning of the Morning Service on the
Fealt Day. Thirdly, Ar the beginning of the {econd Vef-

pers. Fourthly, During the whole Feaft. And, Fifthly,

at tte Grand Feaft next following.

For the ficft, admitting any Kuight-Companion hath fail-
ed of m=eting and artending on the Sovereign ar the Hour
of Tierce, and thereupon fuffered the Punifhment of Non-
admittance into the Chaprer-Houfe, and deprivarion of
Vore ; neverthelels if at the rifing of the faid Chaprer,
he be not ready to proceed with the Sovereign, and
other the Knight:-Companions, into the Chair, to the be-
ginning of the firft Vefpers; he ought not only to fuffer
the former, but this additional Penalty, that he fhall not
prefume to Enter into his Stall at thar time, but tarry in
that part of the Choir, where the Taper-bearers are wont
to ftand ; neverthelef(s before his own Stall, until the holy
Offices be ended ; and the Law of the Order is the fame
in King Henry V's, and King Henry VIII's Statuzes, only
render the Place for the Delinguent Knight to ftand in, to
be before the Sralls in the Choirifters Places ; and now
how the Penalty hath been infli¢ted, upon breach of the
Law in this particular, we (hall {ee by the following
Inftances.

At the Grand Feaft celebrated at PPindfor, An, 21 H, VIIL.
when it feems the Lord Kildare, Sir Gilbert Talbo:, and
Sir Richard Goulford, came late to the Chappel, we find
this Memorandum fixe to their Names ; they ftood with-
our, (before their Stalls) by the Sovereign’s Permiffion, or
rather Command : Bur yer thisis not all the Punifhment
which hath been infli¢ted upon the Knights-Companions for
this Offence ; (though it be all thatis fet down in the
forefaid Article,) for 4nne 25 Hen. VI, upon the Eve of
St. George, the Marquifs of Durfer not coming to the firft
Vefpers, and being convicted of his late coming, was pro-
hibited joining in the Nomination then made, for the
Ele@ion of the King of Portugal, into the room of the
Duke of Gloucefter.

Offenders in the fecond and third Cale, being fuch as
neglet 1o come before the beginning of the high Mafs, or
the fccond Fefpers, called alfo the Fefpers on St George's
Day, have the like Puanifiment with the former affigned

them, throughour all the Bodies of the Sratutes; wiz.
G g 4 )
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%s;«;l;ﬁon from their Stalls, and Station in the Choiriftegs
C.

Anno 1 Hen. VI. We obferve the Lord Willoughby no.
ted 1o be abfent upon the Eve of the Grand Feaft, byt
Prefent on the Day; and confequently he incurred no
urther Penance than what his abfence on the Eve drew
on him ; the Earl of Derby, Anno 18 Eliz. coming oo lare
to the firft Morning Service on the Feaft Day, did for
fome fhort time undergo the fame Penance, bur foon af.
ter, upon Difpenf(ation from the Lieutenant, wenr up to
his Seall,

There are feveral other Inftancesjand befides the aforefaid
Defaults, he is likewife to undergo the fame Penalries,
when the Grand Feaft is prorogued, or celebrated at any
other Place than F#7ndfor,

Bur if he offend in all, and have no reafonable of al-
lowable Excule for his abfence, he is then prohibirted en-
tering his Stall at the nexr Feaft, and ro payten Pounds,
to be employed towards the Ornaments of the College ;
and fometimes the former Penance has been inflicted for
late coming to Divine Service.

The fourth degree of Offence is yet greater than any,
and the variery of Penances are heightened, If a Knigh
Companion fhall neglect coming to the Grand Feaft, and
have no allowable reafon ; he fthall not at the Peaft held
the ebfuing Year be permited to enter his own Seall,
but ftand bélow it ; he fhall walk alore by himfelf be-
fore three Croffes, which, in ancient time, were born in
the Grand Proceflion : When the Grand Proceffion re-
turns to the Choir, he fhall fland in the Place aforefaid,
till the time of the Offertory ; he Mall Offer laft by him-
fe'f, and then humbly approach the Stall of the Sove-

reign, or his Deputy, and there defire Abfolution. But
there is no Inftance that thefe Rigours ‘were put in Ex-
ecuricn, though many have offended ‘in this kind. '

Laltly, The Setarures enjoin ; That Where a Knight-
Companion remains within the Kingdom, and fhall be
Guilty of an Omiffion two Years together, h¢ ought to
be fo long interdicted his Scall, till he have ‘offered 4
Jewel ar St. George's Altar, to the Value of twenty Marks ;
ahd rthenceforward every Year in which he fhall be guilty
of the fame Omiffion, the Penalty to be doubled, ull hé
' pardoded : The moft memorable Cafe in the Profe-

Ty curiofi
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¢ution of a Contempt, was againft the Earl of Arundel,
14 Edw. IV. who for being abfenr two Years together,
was Mulét forty Marks ; and continuing his Contempt
the next Year, wasfined the Sum of eighty Marks.

Touching the Neceflity, and Power, of the Sovereign's
conftiruting a Depury ; it was provided for ar the Infti-
rution of the Order 5 the Sovereign being then engaged in
the Wars of France, thought it reafonable that Provifion
fhould be made by the Statures, for 1o depure fome Per-
fon in his ftead.

When therefore fuch Occafion happened, a Commiffion
was made our to one of the Knights-Companions, fome
reafonable time before the approach of the Feaft ; {o that
none of the ancient Ceremontes might be omitted, or any
Impediment happen through his abfence ;5 and f{uch De-
puty hath ufually been one of the chief of the Order, in
Authority, Eminence, ot Birth. The firft fo made was,
Jobn Duke of Bedford, 7 Hen. V. and the reafon there-
of given, in the Regifirum Chartaceum, is, becaufe the
Sovereign was then employed in the Wars in Normandy,

And though the Title given by the Statutes to this
Officer, be not particularly mentioned in the Blue-Book,
where it {peaks of the faid Duke’s holding the Feaft of
St. George that Year, buc rather implied in the Words
Regic Sublimatis locum impievit 5 yet in the Regifirum
Chartacenm it is exprefly fer down, and the [aid Duke
there ftyled, Depute de 'Ordre de Faritiere. Sometimes
he has been ftyled, Deputaris O:dinis, & prafes clariffima
Ordinis, &c.

About the beginning of the Reign of King Heny VIII.
the Title of Locum Tenens, or Lieutenant, began ro be
taken up, and has, for the moft part, continued 1n all fuc-
ceeding Times ; and the other Titles of Deputy, Prefi-
dent, and Vicegerent, laid afide. As ro the Bufinels of
this Officer, fufficient has been faid already. As an Ef-
fential Honour to his Piace, he has from ancient Time
had fome of the Knights-Companions afligned for his Af-
fiftants 5 the firft menrion of which is in the Regiffrum
Chartacenm, 8 Hen. VIII, The Number of thele Affi-
fants were in thofe rimes uncertain ; at the time aforefaid
they were 4. 21 Hen. VIIL, 3. and 32 Hen. VIII. we find

Ut two 3 which Number has been a conftant Rule ever
fince, except once, vz, the laft of Hen. VIII. They were
always appointed in' Chaprer, and have Letters of notice
} {ent
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fent chem thereof : Bur neicher the Lieutenant, oy Al
fiftants, can be Chofen two Years together, €xcepr the
Sovereign fhould pleafe to be prefent at the Day or Feaft «
and after it was Decreed, 23 and 24 Hen, VIII thar
this Indulgence fhould extend o the term of three Years,

Laftly, We obferve that this Officer always held ghe

Feait at his peculiar Coft and Charge ; and gave libera)
Rewards to Garter, and for his Efcutcheons, as alfo to the
Officers of Arms, Gendemen-Uthers, Alms-Knights, and
ro all the feveral Waiters and Artendants employed in the
Ceremony.

The Ceremonies relating to the firft Vefpers.

§ 6. The firft Chapter held on the Eve of St. George
being finithed, the Sovereign and Knights-Companiong
immediately proceed from the Chaprer-Houfe to the Cheir,
to hear Vefpers. The Officers of Arms, Prebends, and
Alms-Knights, having attended in the North-Ifle of the
Chappel, do now put themfelves in Rank, and continue
the Proceeding from the Chapter-Houfe Door, along the
faid North-Ifle, to the Weft Door of the Choir ; in like
manner as they did from the Prefence Chamber, to the
Chapter-Houfe : The Organs then beginning to play, and
{o continue till Pefpers begin,

When the Alms.Knights arrive at the Weft-Door, they
firft enter in a whole Body, while the reft of the Pro-
ceeding makes a fhort ftand, and pafls forward near the
middle of the Cloir, where they make a joint and low
Obeyfance ; pexr, all turning about by ‘the left Hand,
1o the Sovereign’s Sear; then ftill tw ning from the right,
to the left Hand, they afcend the Haut Pas’s, even 10
the Rails fer Lefore the 4ltar; and forthwith divide them-
felves, flanking on each fide, the Juniors nearelt the Rails.

This done, the Prebends enrer in a Bedy alfo, and
having made the like Obeyfances in the middle of the
Choir, divide themfelves, and rake their Sears ; which, by
King Henry VIII's Statutes, are appointed in the lower
range of Seats, berween, but not in, the Stalls of the
Knights-Companions. While the Prebends are entering
theiv Seaws, the Purfuivanis, Heralds, and Provincial
Kings of Arms, in a Body, likewilg enter the Cbuifé_
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and aftér due Reverence, pals up to thé Alear, and join
the Alms-Knights ; though anciently fome difference was
in this' Ceremony.

Afterwards, the two Funior Knights-Companions enter,
affing on till they come near their own Stalls, and
there make their Reverences, and then divide, and rake
their ftands directly before their Stalls; and fo of the
reft of the Knights-Companions.

Next to the Knights-Companions, the Black-Rod, Gar-
ter, and Regifter, enterin a Breaft, who, proceeding to the
middle of the Chosr, make their Obeylances, and then
pals to their Form, placed on the South-fide of the Chasr,
before the Sovereign’s Stall, and ftand beforeir. Afcer
them, the Chancellor -and Prelate in the like manner,
frand before their Form, placed near the Sovereign’s Sear =
And for thefe Forms, whereon the Officers of the Order
fitin the Chappel, there is a fpecial Decree for the allow.
ance of them, entered ar the end of the Conftitations of
their Offices.

Laft of all the Sovereign erters, (having the Sword born
before him, burt his Band of Penfioners ftay ar the Choir
Door, to keep off the Crowd,) who, coming to the Steps
which afcend the Royal Seat, makes a Reverence toward
the Altar, and then takes Place therein, before he makes
a fecond Reverence.

When the Lieutenant, in the Sovereign’s abfence, pro-
ceeds to the firfk Vefpers ; as foon as he enters the Choir,
and comes near the Sovereign’s Stall, he ftands and makes
a lirrle paufe there ; then doing hus Reverences, after he
has again ftood a while, before he alcends his own :
where being arrived, he makes the double Reverence a
{econd time, and then firs down.

And now to placing the Knights-Companions in their
Stalls ; Garter, as foen as the Sovereign, or his Lieutce
nant, is placed, makes again the ufual Reverence in the
middle of the Chosr 3 then turns to the Senior Knights, and
doth his Reverence to each of them ; whereupon, ar one
Inftant, they make their double Reverences below, where
they ftood, and ftrait afcend ar the firft, or weftern En-
trance, that goes to the fide Stalls ; where being arrived,
they make again their double Reverences, and thep feat
themfelves. But when the Sovereign’s Lieutenant s pre.-
fent, each Knight adds a third Reverence to him, both
when
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when they afcend to, and defcend from, their Sealls . and
{o likewife do all Perfons, who pafs in the Proceeding’ add
to their double Reverences fo often as there is occaﬁ;m to
make ir, afrer fuch time as the Lieutenant is entered his
Stall 5 and {o long as he continues therein, both on the
Eve, the Feaft Day, and the Morrow after,

The Knights-Companions being all feated, the Prelate
and Chancellor pafs into the middle of the Cheir, and
baving made double Reverences, return to their Forms
and fit down. And after chem, in the {ame manner, the,
Regifter, Garter, and Black-Rod, proceed,

As to the Sovereign's other Attendants, the Noble-
man who carries the Sword retires before the -.‘Scwereign'g
Stall, a liule on the right Hand ; and the Lord Chame
berlain of the Houthold, if not a Knight of the Garter, and
the Vice Chamberlain, on the lefr, ull the Sovereign give

them leave to it down. The Clerk of the Clofer {tands,

at the Sovereign's right Hand, but the young Noblemen,
that carry up the Sovereign, and the Gentleman of the
Robes, fometimes repofe themfelves on the Steps going to
the Sovereign’s Stall.

This being done, preparation for Vefpers begin 3 in re-
ference to which, the Prelate afcends the Altar, it being
the Dury of his Office, which if he omirs,he is fined twenty
Marks, to the ufe of the College, unlefs he give fufficient
reafcn for his abfence ; in which Cafe, or on the vacancy
of the See of Winchefler, the Sovereign hath fomerimes
appointed another Bifhop to Officiate for him. The Pro-
ceeding to the Alrar, on this occafion, is as follows,

Firft, The Serjeant of the Veftry makes a double Reve-
rence, then comes before the Prelate, and makes a fingle
one to him ; who thereon arifes from his Seat, and the
Serjeant proceeds before him into the middle of the Choir,
where the Prelate makes a deuble Reverence ; and paffing
forward after the Serjeant, and having afcended the upper-
moft Haut-pas before the Altar, he makes one fingle Re.
verence toward the fame, and fo goes to the North fide
of it.

After which, the two Provincial Kings, Heralds, and
Purfuivants, leaving their fore-mentioned Stations, join
rogether rill they come near the Forms of the Regiffer,
Garter, and Black-Rod 3 where, making their double Re-

verences,
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verences, they divide again on each fide, and there
fand.

Laftly, The Alms-Knights come down into the Choir in
a Body, and there make their joint double Reverences,
and then take their Chairs ; all which being finifhed,
Divine Service is begun by the Prelate.

The like Solemnity is obferved at any cther Place, as
well as at #indfor ; where, becaufe the Alms-Knights are
ablent, the Purfuivants at Arms afcend nearer the High-
Alrar than when they are at ##4ndfor ; but this occafions
litele Variation,

When the Vefpers are ended, the Prelate goes to the
middle of the 4ltar, and with great Reverence makes an
Obeyfance ; and thence, with the Serjeant before him,
defcends to the middle of the Chosr, where he makes his
double Reverences, and {o returns to his Sear; where-
upon all make ready to pafs out of the Choir, which is
performcd in much the {ame manner, and with rhe (ame
State, as they proceeded thither; and the Servants and
Atrendants of the Knights-Companions are marfhalled in
the fame Order as they were ar the beginning of the
Proceeding, that the whole Proceffion may again pafs
through them.

The Alms.Knights having entered the Guard Chamber,
fpread themfelves on each fide thereof ; the Prebends pafs
through them, and fall off on either fide the Room to
the Prefence Chamber Boor.

Then the Purfuivants, Heralds, and Provincial Kings,
proceeding through the Lane made by the Alms-Knights
and Prebends, enter the Prefence Chamber, and fall off on
either fide toward the Stall, the King’s ftanding uppe:-
moft,

Then enter the Knights-Companions, and place them-
{elves on each fide of the Stare, in fuch Order as they fat
in their Stalls, the eldeft neareft the State; bur thofe
whofe Companions are abfent, ftand alone ; after whom
follow the Officers of the Order, difpofing themlielves con-
veniently near the State.

Laftly, The Sovereign paffes to the Step before the
State, where, being arrived, he turns toward the Kanighe.-
Companions, who make their Reverences jointly to him,
and he thereon puts off his Cap, and re-falutes them ;
which
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which done, the Sovereign and the
Privy Chamber till Supper time,

But in Queen Elizabeth’s Reign, when the Feaft of St.
Gevrge was held ar Hhite-Hall, or Greenwich, and the

Y withdraw into the

Sovereign, as was ufual wich her, proceeded no farthep -

on the Eve to Vefpers, than to the grear Clofer, the of-
dinary way, and thence fent her Lieutenant into the Chajr,
Then, in fuch Cafe, when Vefpers were ended, the Liey.
tenant returned from the Chosr, through the grear Hall,
and fo back to the faid Clofer, and ftood ar the Door
thereof, attending the Sovereign’s coming forth ; from
whence they all proceeded before her into the Prefence.
Chamber, and there the Ceremony, for that time, ended,

But in the Reign of King Fames . when the Supper on
the Eve, as alfo the following Meals, were prepared in
the Banquertting-Houfe, the Sovereign’s Lieutenant fre.
auencly returned from the Clofer, by the Lobby, tothe
faid Banquetring-Houfe, inftead of going to the Pre.
fence ; and padfing up the State, gave an End to the Ce-
remony till Supper time : And fo we find it obferved in
the 7,8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 16 of that King.

When the Sovereign and Knights-Companions are retired,
they are nor to put off any part of their Robes rill Supper
is over, for thar is prohibited by the Statutes, not only
to thofe who do nor Sup, as well as thofe who do. And
hereon, 19 Car, I1. the Sovereign having a mind to take
the Alr, wentinto Hide-Park, after he had taken leave of
the Knights-Companions, the Dukes of York and Monmouth,
and the Barl of Oxford being with him, buc all in full
Robes, and fo returned to Supper.

The Supper on the Eve.

§ 7. When the Sovereign is pleafed to Sup publickly,
on the Eve of the Feaft ac ##indfir, the Supper has been
always prepared in Srt. George’s Hall. The ufual Place at
Flbite-Hall, was heretofore in the Prefence Chamber 3 of
later times, the Banquetning-Houfe ; and at Greenwich,
either the Prefence, or the Council Chamber ; where the
Sovercign, or his Lieutenant, were always prefenr. But
when the Feaft of St. George was celebrated ar 2wk
17 Car. 1. the Sovereign and Knights-Companions marc?ed

alter
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after the firft ¥efpers, to a Houle prepared for thap pur-
pole, and fupped there.

But if the Eve of the Fealt fell out on a Fafting Day,
asit did 22 Hen. VILIL. and 11 Fae. 1. the Supper was al-
ways omitted ; and the Sovereign, with his Lieutenant,
and Knighes-Companions, were {erved of the Void only,

Nor does the Savereign, when he Sups publickly, pafls
privately to the Place ; bur as foon as notice is given
that the firfc Mefs is fet upen the Table, he prefently en-
ters the Prefence Chamber, whence the Officers of the
Order, and of Arms, the Knights-Companions in their full
Robes, for {o the Statuses exprefly direct, having put them=
{elves into their ufual Order, proceed before him o St
George's-Hall :  Where being enteted, the Parfuivants,
Heralds, and Provincial Kings, fall coff all upon the righe
Hand, oppofite to the Knights.Companions Table, the Fu-
nior Purfuivantsftanding toward the lower End of the Hall,
Then the Knights-Companions pafling up beyond them,
formerly divided themielves on either fide, accordingto
the Decree, 16 Hen, VIII. and made a ftand, each naking
Place, according to the Order of their Stalls, But avthe
Feaft held at H/hste-Elall, 19 Car. IL. the Sovereign di-
reted that they fhould ftand all on the right Hand fide,
facing the Table.

Nexr, the five Officers of the Order follow, who af-
cending beyond the Senior Knight, retite on the righs
Hand : Afcer them the Sovereign, and the Officers of Arms,
all doing him Reverence as he pafles by : Who paffing up
1o the Haus-pas, before hisown Table, turns himfelf to
the Knights-Companions, and putting off his Cap, they re-
turn their Reverences jointly to him.

The Sovereign firting down to Suapper, 1s firft ferved
by Water by fome Nobleman ; then Graceis faid by the
Prelate 5 then is the Senior Knight conducted to his Table
by two Officers of 4rms, and fo
Tables appointed them. Whereups
Order, and of Arms, retire out of ¢

If a Lieutenant be conftituted, t
in full Robes, and in the fame O
reign, and fits alone acthe Sove
lefrt Hand of the Cloth of Starce, be

with Warter, and by a Cup-bearer

the Sovereign himfelf ic,
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When Supper is ended, and the Banguer taken ;
the .’Sa:wencigrfj F::.nd Knights-Companions progeed back ?r:” t?é
fame Order they came to the Prefence Chamber, where
the Sovercign, or his Lieutenant, ftanding on the Step
before the Cloth of State, Salutes them as before 3 and
then appoints the Hour and Place for the Knights-Com-
panions o attend him the next Morning » The like, if the
Supper be provided in any other Place befides the Prefence
Chamber, the Sovereign and Knights-Companions proceed
back thither, becaufe the Ceremony ought to end there,
as has always been the Cuftom. And if the Supper be
prepared in the Prefence Chamber, they then take their
Leave in the (ame Room, there being no occafion 1o pro-
ceed farther.

If any of the Knight.Companions accompany the Sove.
reign, or his Lieutenant, to his Lodgings, they then go
after, nct before him, in regard the Srate of that Night's
Service ended in the Prefence Chamber 3 and after they
have retired to their Lodging, they have Permiffion to
Unrobe.

When the Sovereign, or his Lieutenanr, do not Sup in
St. George’s Hall on the Eve of the Feaft, on the follow-
ing Night, the Officers of Arms have formerly had the
Liberty to Ear there ; and this Privilege was afligned
them by Decree of a Chaprer held 16 Eliz. appointing
them that Fable, which was before that time ufed by the
Chancellor, Regifier, and other Officers of the Order: But
how they came to lofe this Privilege, is not mentioned -
for now, inftead of firting in the great Hall, they are ne-
ceflitated to Eatin fuch Rooms of the Caftle as they can
procuie.
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