
or their Proems for them, did always bellow pat-dml,._ _ .u „ r-% rue ™ . „ . r “' v“ar Jr

. C 410 )
-j „ - t'iiucvuatl i |FAwards

'
on the College,  the Officers of the Orderand of ■

WjjZs  the A!ms-K«igkts,  and lome others who attended'J»le Solemnity, and m particular Garter had anciently be- *
ftowed on him a rich Gown, to wear at the time of I„ f
1!°

„ . „ L„r of }ace he has been pretented with feme■SJTSJ ^ SUfc Vto . The, atto w,« «.

CAP.  XVIII.

Of the Grand Feaft of the Order. ^

The Grand Feafi appointed to be celebrated Annu,- . ^ally on St. George ;
’
.r Day . J‘ cJ tlli

{ 1 .
"S^ Y the Statutes of hijlitutftn,  its ordain'd,That
|j  a folemn Feftival ihould be Annually celebrated,

- on the * 3 d Day of April, or Sc. Gene '
s % i 0in Honour of the Patron of the Order, as is obferved u/

ajj0,other military Orders , eredfed fince this of the Garter,
*

! ^to which this feems to give Rules of holding their Fefti - ^
vals on the Anniverfary of their Patrons. Thus Philip,Duke of Burgundy, on his creating the Order of the Gulden 'll
Fleece, taking Sr . Andrew for its Patron , appoured the
Feftival on St . Andrew’s Day . Lewis XI . King of France,
appointed Michaelmas Day for holding the Feaft of then ,,
Order of St . Michael „ And fo the Feftival of the Duke of

^
0

Savoys Order of the Annunciade, on Lady Day. The Duke
of Bourbons Order of the Knights of our Lady, on the ,

*
Conception of our Lady (8th December ;) and other in* bf? "
ftances might likewife be given if it were riecelfary.

‘The Anniverfary of St. George fixed by the Clmrch,
to the twenty third of April.

§ 2. That the 23d of April was the Day whereon S;* J'Konj

gejf - s given to them by their Proctors,' and in generaftoThe if if 1
greateft part of thofe that gave their Attendance. fi,

® ,

beral to the Officers of Arms, as appears by feveral Lar-n- _ •_ _ _t_ I_ - I_ n _ __ _ J • . . M* ,

George
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Gttrge fuffered Martyrdom by Beheading, appears from
the Gwl^ Hexamiter before his Commemoration ; which
was the Day obferved both by the Greeks and Latin

parch;  as alfo by our Predeceifors, the Saxons .

St. George
’* Day made Fejhun duplex.

§ 3 . After the Sovereign and Knights-Comfanions had
encreafed the Honour of their Patron’s Feltival, our
Church began ta take greater notice of it, being now
alfo efteemed among us as the Patron of the Nation j
and therefore they beltowed an addition of Honour upon
it, by making it Ecftum duplex , ad Modtim Majorum Du-
{licit.  3 Hen . V.

der, the Place for celebrating the Grand, Feafi, afftgned
to Windier - Cattle.

inm

iii -Ix
sa'sei

it Set

§ 4; The Founder of this moft Noble Order  having
fixed on this Day , for performing its Solemnities, he
made Choice of that of his Nativity, the Cr.file of Wind¬
er, which for a long time after was inviolably obferved
there , either upon the very Day, or fome other appointed
by Prorogation, not long after : For which way of Pro¬
rogation, allowance was given by the Statutes of the Or¬
der, and of which the Regifters are full of kftances,
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St. George
’* Day heft apart from the Grand Fcajl^

and how then obferved.

5 5 , How this NobleOrder flourifhed from its Foun¬
dation to the time of Henry V . no Account can be given,
fince the Annals thereof are wanting to his Reign ; but
then it appears to have been in coniiderable Splendor j but
the Civil Wars toward the end of Henry Vlth ’

s Reign,
eclipfed it for a while . Under King Edward IV . when
things were a little fettled, it feem ’d to recover and in
KingHenry VUIth ’s time , was at a greater heighrh than
ever . However, though the fcveral Branches of the Order
receiv ’d, fome Augmentation from the influence of this

Monarch,



( 4 n ) UMonarch , yet the Grand Feaft began to decline , by a re-moval of the obfervation ot St. George’s Day from Wind. '
}?' (for,  and a prorogatory Celebration of the Grand Feaft toother times.

The Article of the Statutes,  caufing this great alteration ^from the original defign of the full Inftitution , gives the 'ffi'Sovereign Power to prorogue the Grand Feaft at his Plea, A is'fure ; but then *tis evident from the lame Statute , that St.George’s Day was neverthelefs ordained to be duly obfer-ved by it felf, in what Place foever the Sovereign ( if with - «lin the Realm ) Ihouid then rclide ; Windfor  hereby beingnot excluded.
It farther implies , the facred Hites and Offices to be per- 1formed , with other Matters concerning the Order -, for be- 1(ides the particulars therein enumerated , this generalClaufe is obfcrvable : That what other urgent Affair fo-fiver , relating to the Order, faould offer it felf to be per¬formed , the fame might be treated of, and receive dis¬patches , in the Chapter held where the Sovereign thenfhculd be , as fully as if he were at Windfor Cajile,

T!
iihr'

So that henceforward , all things began to be ordered, !1,I _ _C_ T7_. _ . T \ _ ' L O*. _ . 1 ^1 _ » i ' sft

Ik
both on the Eve the Day of St . George, and the Morrowafter , with as great State ; all Affairs as legally difpatched,and all Ceremonies as magnificently performed , except 11’7?that of offering up of Archie ', ements , which is peculiarto the Chappel of St . George at Windfor only , as couldbe obferved at the Grand Fejlival it felf.And how , by Virtue of this Article , and with whatCeremonies St . George

’
s Day was held , when the GrandJfo^ft was prorogued , is evident from a full and amplePre»cedent , 22 Hen. VIII . now remaining in the office or Arms,For though the Sovereign with 13 Knights -Companmswere at tPindfor that Year , upon the 22, 23 and 24 of

April, yet at that time they obierved only the Feaft Day ofSt . George, with the Eve and Morrow after , but defer¬red , by Order in Chapter, the Celebration of the GrandFeaft , to the 8th of May enluing.
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The Grand Feaft neglected by King Edward VL

.Wtk
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§ 6 . From the Acceffion of this Prince , the Sovereigntypf this Order became more neglcdtcd , fo that during bis
Reign,
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C 4H )
Reign, no Anniverfary of St . George was kept at Windfor

'
i

by a Gt4« (i Fejiival.
This is fuppofed to be owing to the common Calamity

ofthat Age , wherein moft Ceremonies , lolemn or iplen-
did , efpecially fuch as related to Divine Services , came
under the denomination of being either Superftitious or
Idolatrous . Infomuch, that at a Chapter held at Green¬
wich , i Edw. VI . an Abolition being intended for fuch
Ceremonies as were not confonant to the King's Injun-
ftionsj lately prefcribed, it was then decreed , that then,
and for ever from thenceforth , at the Feaft of this molt
Noble brder, no other Ceremonies Ihould be obferved
lhan fuch as were appointed by his Majeities Letter.

That no Procejfion fhould be made with going about the
Church, or Church-yard, but the Kjng

’s Majefty s Procejfion,
lately fet forth in Englifh to be ufed. His Majefty find other
Knights- Companions fitting in their Stalls, at the Entry,
fuch Reverences to be made to the Kjng

’s Majefty only as was
heretofore . The Offering to be in the Boxfor the Poor , with¬
out any other Reverence, or kfjfng any Paten , or other thing ;
hut only at the return , due Reverence to the KJng , as was itjed
before . The Mafs of Requiem to be left undone, but yet,
both on St, George ’

* Day , and for next Day, a Mafs to be
Sung with great Reverence ; in which, immediately after the
Words of Confecration is faid , the Pricjl / hall fay the Pater
Nofter, andfo turn and Communicate to all, otJo many of the
Order , or other , after they have dont, as (hall be difpofed to
receive the Communion, according to the Order prefcribed by
his Majefiy

’
s Booh, of Communion, and without any other

Rite or Ceremony after the faid Communion to be ufed ; ex¬
cept feme godly Pfalm or Hymn to be Sung in Englilh , and
fo to end the faid Service. All Chapters , and other Rites
concerning the Order , not being contrary to thefe, to remain
us they have been ufed.

This Decree feemed to mean nothing lefs than a Prohi¬
bition to the holding the Grand Feaft at iVindfor, at leaft
the negledt of its Celebration there, whilft King Edw. VI,
lived : And though toward the End of his Reign , fome
tare was taken for a Permillion to hold the faid Feaft,
either on St. George

’s Day, or fome other appointed by
Prorogation ; yet it was without any regard to the ancienc
and ufual Place ; for when the Acft pslfed , commanding
the Days therein mentioned to be kept Holy , and no other,

whereby



* 4* 4 )
whereby this was involved among many other Saints baysthen prohibited to be kept , as not being found among thejfeafts then Eftabliih ’d ; it was confidered , that a Provifoand Allowance fliould be entered in the aforefaid Adb forthe Celebration of this Feaft , particularly by the Knights-Companions ; which Adi , though it fuffered a Repeal byQueen Mary, yet ftands in force at this Day , being re¬vived by King James 1. his repealing that Statute ofi Mar . Cap. i.

f.

/ l
W

«n

Removed from Windfor by Queen Elizabeth.

§ 7 . Bht the moll fatal Blow given to the growingHonour of the Caftie of iVindfor, was a Decree in Chap¬ter  held 9 Eli%. with the confent of the Kjughts - Companionsthen prefent , vi %.
That if on the Vigil and Day of St. George , the Feaftwas nn held at  Windfor , according to the ttfual Cufiom, it

ftoould neverthelcfs be fufficient , if the Obfervation thereof
were kgpt at the farhe Place where the Sovereign fhould then
happen to be, where alfo the reft of the  Knights - Companions
were obliged to be prefent; no left than if the Feaft had been
held at  Windfor.

And fo fevere was the latter part of this Decree againftthe fiouriihing condition of that Place , that it commanded
aJfoj

Thai no ether Solemnity, under the notioH of St. George;
Feaft, Jkould thenceforth be celebrated at  Windfor , except
upon occafion of the Inftallation of feme Uluftrious Perfin,
and then alfo, not without exprefs leave of the Sovereign.

And to fay truth , this Statute  was but too ftri& ly ob-
ferved during her Reign ; for we meet blit with one Feaft
of St . George held there , till 1 Jac.  I . (unlefs we mi-
flake the Feafts of Inftallation  for chofe of St . George,}  but
then the Sovereign , who was yet in Scotland, lent his
Comrniffion , dated 5 April, to the Earl of Nottingham, his
Lieutenant,  to prorogue the Feftival to the 3d July fol¬
lowing , and after conftituted him to hold the Feaft ; which
was performed the 2 , 3 and 4 Days . .of the laid Month,
with all Pomp and Ceremony . The King himfe f, being
then at iVindfor,  was prevented from being prefent by
fome occafion not mentioned,
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( 4 * 5 )
Thus; after a long Interval , the Honour of the Feaft

was teftored , which had this effed , toward the End of
Kingfamct I - Reign, and that of his Son and Succeffor,
Kin ^ Charles I . that it begat a Re-union of the Feaft and
piace, whereby the Caftle of Windfor, famous for the
tnJUtution of this moft Noble Order, retrieved its ancient

Honour, of having its Solemnities celebrated there.

Of Prorogation of the Grand Feaft.

5 8 . Having thus noted, that from the beginning of
King Henry Vlllth ’s Reign , till of late Years, the Grand
Feaft was feldom obferved upon the precife Day of
St. George ; and that the occafion how both Day and
Feait came to be celebrated apart, took its rife from the
indulgence of the Statutes in point of Prorogation 'Tis
neceflary farther to obferve, that this Prorogation is of two
forts , either Abfolute, as being enjoined by the Statutes j
or

’elfe Arbitrary, at the Sovereign’s Pieafure, upon inter¬
vening Reafons. .

In the firft of tbefe the Founder’s Statutes enjoin , that
if the Feaft of St. George (hall happen within fifteen Days
next after Eafter Day , it / hall he prorogued to the Sunday
Tirtnigbt, or fifteen Days after Eafter Day . Add the reafon
inhere given, That every of the Knights -Companions might
hove opportunity of coming thereto , without being conftrained
teride upon any of thofe three Holy Days preceedit.g Eafter

Day. The fame Rule for Prorogation, where there is at
concurrence of thefe two Feafts, is likewife enjoin’d by
theStatutes of King Henry V . and King Henry VIlf.

And when the Grand Feaft, in this cale of Eafter, has
been kept before the expiration of the faid fifteen Days,
theKnights-Companions then abfent, to avoid the Penalty
for their dot appearing, have made Excufe ; that the an¬
cientStatutes of the Order were violated in keeping the
Feaft within fifteen Days after Eafter, as was ahedged
when Sir John Denham, Lord Treafurer , as Prefidenr,
held the Feaft of St . George at Wmdfor, 24 April, 8
Henry Vll.

Anciently, where the Hegifter mentions the Grand Feaft
to be held at Windfor, beyond the Day of St . George, ’tis
obfervable upon Calculation, that Eafter Day, in thofe

times,



f 4* 6 ) .times fell coo near the 13d of April, to celebrate the Feaft $Kbn without breaking the Law , which was the real caufc P ■bfthofe Prorogation ?, of . which there are many Inftances.itnd as '■he Kni ^hts-CompanionsbM  Prohibitions pUt uponthe Solemnization
*of their Feaft, in cafe of its interfering #3tvith Eafter, fo had the Church of England, in their Ob-fervation of Sc. Georges Day, in reference to fevetal othek,Feftivals 3 and this continued till the time of the Refor-mation beguh by King Edward  VI . but fince the GrandFeaft has been celebrated upon any of them indifferently

"
tthe Feaft of Eaftcr only excepted . ” 1

jut*kThe fecond fort,of Prorogations , which are meerly "jQ?’ !- and wholly dependent on the Sovereign ’s Plea - ^ clmj
Arbitrary , - , , , . . - - - , - - 0..Pure, yet warranted fufSciently from the _Words , Caufa ^ *,foflulante, , mentioned in King Henry VlIPs Statutes ; as •likewife the great Latitude given the Sovereigns of thismoft Noble Order, in reference to their Affairs , in thefame Statutes : The firft Precedent of which was , Anna ;
5 Hen. V . when about Auguft, four Months after Sc, ; qc ,George

’s Day, that King being engaged in the Wars of
'
L

France, ordered the Fe .ft to be celebrated at Caen in Nor- • 'Tni
mandy, arid with great Solemnity created fifteen Knights HP5 fl

.into the Order.
, . .. .There are feveral other Examples , particularly oneS Hint . VIII . when the King being at Eltbam on St George

's
Day, it was in a Chapter there held , Decreed , That the ac4cuftotrsed Feaft of St . George fhould be obferved ztpVinifor
25th of May enfuing . And from this time it became An-
nually cuftomary , to keep the Day of St . George where the
Sovereign at that time made his Abode : On which Day;and the Day after , the ufual Solemnities were obferved.
But as to the Solemnization of the Grand Feaft it (elf;that was in otie of the Chapters then held , adjourned to
fome farther time , and then folemnized ac EP’

indJor by
Prorogation , not by the Sovereigns themfelves . but bytheir Lieutenants and their Affiants appointed for that
purpofe.

Bur to proceed with the Caufes of Prorogation , which
were either for fome weighty reafons , or upon emer¬
gent Occanons ; Anno r Marine, the Sovereign celebratingthe Feaft of St . George at Sc . James ’s , Philip, Pr nce of
Spain, and the Earl of Sujfex, were on the Morrow after
eledted into the b der ; whereupon it was likewife De-
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( 4* 7 )
creed, that the Inauguration of thefe two debt Xjiigbi*,
till the Prince came to England, which happening 2if£
July  following , the Grand Feaft, together with that of
the elett K.nights Inftallations , were appointed to be cele¬
brated at the fame time.

Again 3 and 4 Phil, and Mar. at a Chapter held lid

'April, the Feaft of St . George , together with the Inftalla-

tion 0/ three eleil tonights, was appointed to be held at

iVindpr the 9th of May enfuing ; and by a Chapter Sum¬

moned the 3d of May, before the appointed Day for
holding the Feaft* the fatiae was prorogued to the 15 th
of December following, upon the preffing Affairs of the

King and Queen . But before that deligned time came;
another Chapter was held on the 31ft of October,
wherein it was again prorogued to the tirft Sunday after
Twelfth -day, vi %. 9 January, if by that time the King;
who was then in Flanders, (hould return to England : But
that not happening, it was farther prorogued to the 20th
ofFebruary ; and thence by another Decree to Sc. George’s

Day. Of which there are many ether Examples , and

fomerimes upon other Occalions, but ftill at the Sove¬

reign
’s Pleafure.
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Of Commijfions of Prorogation.

ij 9 . There is no Precedent of Commiffions for Pro¬

rogation, ar.cienter than 12 bar. I . left by Sir Thomas

fywe, wherein notice is taken of ail the adjournments of
the Grand Feafts, from St . George

’s Day preceeding, till
that time, with the reafons thereof, and chiefly upon con-
fideration of the fpreading Sicknefs , together with a Com¬
mand to the Knights-Cornpanions, and the Officers of the.

Order, to attend rhe Sovereign on the new afligned Days

fop celebrating the Feaft.
As to the fubftance hereof, the fucceeding Coriimilfions

very near agree , yet with fome little difference ; as
firft, the Preambles arc general , .and run thus : Whereat,
upon fpeciai Reafons, and other important Affairs , See. ex¬

cept the Commiflion iffued x ^th February, 1637 . where
the Preamble was fitted to a ipecial Occafion , and runs
those—tft 'ereas xve have determined to Create the Prince}
our eidrfl Son; a Knight , and to propofe him in Election as A

E e Com i



. ( 4 * 8 )
Companion of ottr in 'ft Noble Order , for the more convenient:}of his  Inftallation , rve ' have thought fit to defer the Feaft ofSt.  George , &c.

Buc in the Commiflions of Prorogation of the GrandFeaft, a r,th February, 19 Car . 1. the Place appointed forCelebration is omitted , which defedi we find in the above-mentioned Precedent alfo ; yet afterwards that materialpart came to be incerted , and firft of all in that Commif-lion of the 26th February 14 Car.  I . where the Place, be¬ing the City of Torf, is put into the Body of the Com¬miflion . And when the Civil V^ar drew on , and the So¬
vereign could not well afcertain any Place, then theGrand Feaft was appointed to be kept at any fuch Place,as on a nearer view fhould feem convenient , afterwards itvaried fomething , and came to be inferred thus—--Where-
foever weJkall then be ; or thus , at fuch Places as we[ hall
timely appoint.

The moft ordinary courfe, preparatory to the ifluingfuch Commiflions or Prorogation , has been by the Sove¬
reign

's Declaration in Chapter,  or otherwife the fignifi-cation of his Pleafure to the Chancellor of the Order  atany other time , who thereupon drew up the Commiflion,-and prefenced it to the Sovereign for his Sign Manual,And then affixed thereto the Great Seal of the Order. Batwhere the Chancellor was not at hand to receive the So¬
vereign

’s Commands , in this cafe it was conveyed to him
lay fome other Hand , with Command to Summon the
Knight s-Ccrnpanions and Officers accordingly . For fo itwas done to Sir Francis W indeban f,  Kt . Secretary of State;by his Letter to Sir Thomas [{owe, 13 Car. I . for Proro¬
gation of the Grand Feaft.

And as all the preceeding Adjournments of the GrandFeaft have been either Decreed in Chapter,  or dirrdieef
immediately from the Sovereign ; fo there is a Precedentwhere the Lieutenant has been impowered to Proroguethe fame, yet to the Time and Place appointed by the
Sovereign , and inferted in the Ccmmiflior . of Lieutenancy:And this was in a Commiflion , 1 $ac.  I . dire&ed to
Charles , Earl of Nottingham *,
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fhat the Grand Feaft ought to be celebrated oncf
a Tear .

. $ i ° . Though the Prorogations of the Grand Feaft
have been occafionally made ufe of on the aforefaid .m-
porrant Reafons , yet no fuch Adjournment or Prorogation
is legally to be enlarged beyond Sr . George

's Day enfuing ,
fcecaufe once within the compafs of every Tear , the Grand
Feaft ought to be folemnizcd ; for fo it was ordained
by the Statutes at the Inftitudon of the Order, and con-*
firmed likewife by the fucceeding Statutes. And when
our Hiftor ans take notice of the Grand Feaft, they freak
of the fame thing, that it might annually to be perform¬
ed ; whence it is frequently : called in/ the Regtfters, An¬
nua Feftivitatis , folemnitas annua , Celebritas annua, and
tbe like.
I Of late times an occafion happened that brought this

of the Statutes, into a lolerhn debate in Chapter $ which
for the refu ' t thereof became very remarkable.

At a Chapter held , at White -Hall^ id  Febru¬
ary, 1640.

.The Sovereign propffed to the Knights -Companions , that
loving prorogued the Celebration of St. George ’

* Feaft from
time to time , to the 1 , z,and ? of March , fo near Lent,
that if the Feaft were not held on thefe Days, it could not
le done within the compafs of that Tear ; becaufe the z^d of
April,/br the next Tear, didfall on Good-Friday, andfo con¬
fidently mufi have been kept in Lent this Tear , or not at
oil 3 and conjidering the great and important Affairs of the
Parliament , he moved the Qucftion, whether , if there were
no Feaft fept this Tear, it would be any Blemifh to the Ho¬
nour of the Order ? And whether he might not difpcnce with
tie Statute , and defer it till next Tear ? They all cpnfeffed
the Sovereign s difpenftng Power, yet fome of the Knights
feeing from the Inftitution to that time , no Precedent ,

fund where the Grand Feaft had been wholly omitted,
W that fome of the Sovereigns , even though engaged in War
beyond Sea , either folemmfed the Feaft in their own Pre-

E e % fettte^



( 4 *0 )
fence, or by Commiffvm in England , which vent averred by
the  Chancellor to be both the fundamental and conftant
Practice,) humbly befougbt the Sovereign not to begin to
make any breach in the conftant Order , fo long and unin.
terruptedly continued . Whereupon it was rcfolved , by general
Vote , that the Feaft fhould be celebrated on the aforefaid
Days of Prorogation.

By which determination it fufficiently appears of what
Moment the Sovereign and Kjtights -Ctmpanions then con¬
ceived it to the Honour of the Order, to follow theStatutes,
for the Celebration of the Grand Feaft once every Year,
Befides , it is oblervable, chat it was not thought expedi¬
ent to be dtfpenled with , even on the molt prefling and
important Occalions. But rather than the Statutes ihould
fuffer any Violation, the Feaft was then folemnized , tho'
they were fo ftraiten’d in point of time, as not to have
above two Days to make preparation for it.

And though indeed on the breaking out of the unhappy
Civil War , the Sovereign was obliged to defer che So¬
lemnity from Year to Year , it was net to be looked on as
any Precedent ; and on the Reftauration of King Charles II.
it renewed its former Order.

CAP . XIX.
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Of Preparations for the Grand Feaft of V®’
the Order . atiibet

i;conren

Of Letters giving notice of the Lime and Place- r ^
‘

§ i > A Mong many other things which are necelfary V,
to be prepared beforehand ; the firft of courfe ,

" 0
is , the Letters directed to all the Kjtights-

Companions and Officers of the Order,  refident within the _
‘

Kingdom, to give them notice of the Time and Place,_
’

when and where the Feaft is to be held , ( i .) Letters of ‘

Ddpenfation to fuch Knights , as the Sovereign lhall pleafe
to Lxculc from their attendance at the Feaft. (3 ) Com* ; !|Kd
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