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or their Proctors for them, did always. beftow partimh”{w
Rewards on the Coliege, the Officers. of the Order ang of‘;ﬂ"r”
Arms, the, Alms-Knights, and {ome others who attended o
the Solemnity, and in particular Garter had anciently be. i
ftowed on him a rich Gown, to wear at the yime of In.
flallarion, buc of late he has been prefented with {ome'j‘-ﬁfﬂn
‘other thing of confiderable Value. They alfo were Ij:
beral to the Officers of Arms, as appears by feveral Lay- &-rﬂi‘
geff:s given to them by their Proctors, and in general g the ;-%';j;e |
greateft part of thofe that gave their Awendance, ﬁpn‘
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Of the Grand Feaft of the Qrder. e

The Grand Feaft appointed to be celebrated Anny-

ally on St. George’s Day, p T

4 on i

. R i s te Choi
§ 1. Y the Statutes of Inflirution, it's ordain'd, Thar ../
il 3

a folemn Feftival hould be Annually celebrated e
on the 23d Day of April, or St George's Day)l"

3 : % Shrosati
in Honour of the Parron of rthe Order, asis obferved in _%‘,m

Ot
of of wl

ry Orders, erected fince this of the Garter,
to which this feems to give Rules of holding cheir Feftic
vals on the Anniverfary of their Patrons. Thus Philip,
Duke of Burgundy, on his erecting the Order of the Goldest g’
Fleece, taking St. dndrew for its Patron, appointed the
) ew's Day,  Lewis XI. King of France,
ias, Day for holding the Feaft of the e
Michael.. And (o the Feftival of the Duke of L'anz"
munciade, on Lady Day, The Duke f;j:'e‘a
r of the Knights of our Lady, on thé hesn
i ur ‘Lady (8th December ;) and other ine iK1
ftances mighr likewife be given if ir were feceffary. 1y 1.1“
S
The Anniverfary of 'St. George fixced by the Chyrah, ?u‘h:‘ﬁ
to the twenty third of April. f“‘"‘";::”
2. That the 23d of April was the Day whereon 8¢ -‘-tmm
George |

t. And
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| gurge fuffered Martyrdom by Beheading, appears from

&he Greek Hexamiter before his Commemoration ; which
was the Day obferved bath by the Greek and Latin

Flmrcb ; as alfo by our Predeceffors, the Saxons.

S:. George’s Day made Feftum duplex.

§ 3. Afcer the Severeign and Knights-Companions had
mcreafed the Honour of their Patron’s Feftival, our
Chorch began to take greater notice .of ir, being now
do efteemed among us as the Patron of the Nanon s
and therefore they beftowed an addition of Honour upor;
it, by making it Feffum duplex, ad Modym Majorum Du-
plicis. 3 Hen. V.

qlg Place for celebrating the Grand Feaft, affigned
to Windfor-Caftle.

§ 4: The Founder of this moft Noble Order having
fxed on this Day, for performing its Solemnities, he
made Choice of that of his Nativity, the Cejdle of 1¥ind-
Jir, which for a long t.me after was inviolably obferved
there, either upon the very Day, or {ome other appointed
by Prorogation, notlong after: For which way of Pro-
fogation, allowance wasgiven by the Staruzes of the Orq
der, and of which the Regijfers are full of isftances, [

§t George’s Day kepr apart from the Grand Feafl,
' and “how then obferved.

§ 5. How this Noble Order flourithed from its Foun-
dation 1o the rime of Henry V. no Account can be given,
fince the Aunals thereof are wanting to his Reign ; buc
then it appears o have been in confiderable Splendor ; but
the Civil’ Wars toward the end of Hemy VIch's Reign,
eclipfed ic for a while. Under King Edwzrd 1V. when
things were a little ferled, it feem'd to recover ; and in
l:.(ing Henry VIIIih's time, was at a greater ghth than
ever. However, though the feveral Branches of the Order
teceiy’d fome Avgmentation from the influence cf this
B> Monarch,
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Monarch, yer the'Grand Feaft began to decline, by

other times,
The Article of the Sratutes, caufing this gre

Ceorge’s Day was neverthelefs ordained 1o be duly obfer.

ved by it felf, in whar Place foever the Sovereign (if with. [’
in the Realm) thould then refide ;  Windfor hereby bgi,,g b

not: excluded

It farther implies, the facred Rites and Offices to be per- *.

formed, with other Matters concerning the Order; for be.
fides the particulars therein enumerated, - this gepeyal
Claufe is obfervable : That what other urgent Affair fo.

: L ¥ A 1g- i
moval of the obfervation of St George’s Day from Wind. J.
oy . C WV

Jor, and a prorogatery Celebration of the. Grand Feagt &

at alrerarin
from the original defign of the firfk Inititution, gives the
Sovereign Power 1o prorogue the Grand Feaft ar his Plea. '
fure; buc then 'ds evident from the lame Staute, thagge f

ever, relating to the Order, fhould offer it felf ro be per. 4™

formed, the fame might be treated of, and receive djf
patches, in the Chapter held where the Sovereign thep # "

fhould be, as fully as if he were at Windfor Cafile,
So that henceforward, all things began to be ordered
both on the Eve the Day of St. Grorge, and the Morrow

5;} at th
i, The

!m C

after, with as great State ; all Affairs as legally difpatched, 17

and ‘all Ceremonies as magnificently performed , except "

that ‘of offering up of Archie ements, which is peculiar
to the Chappel of St George at Windfor only, as could
be obferved at the Grand Feftival it felf,

And how, by Virtue of this Article, and with what
Cere ies St. George's Day was held, when the Grand
Fealt was prorogued,  is evident from 2 full and ample Pre-
» 22 Hen, VIIIL now remaining in the Office of Arms.

\ 1 with 13 A;m'l;;bn-(.‘ar):pmiam
i, upon the 22, 23 and 24 of
1 blerved only the Feaft Day of
‘ 1 the Eve and Morrow after, bur defer-
d, by Order in Chaprer, the Celebrarion of the Grand
aft, to the 8th of May enfuing,

The Grand F eaft negleted by King Edward ZI1.

e Acceflion of this Prince, the Sovereignty
became more negleced, fo thar during hi§
Reigng
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Reign, no Anniverfary of St. George was kept at Windfor;
by a Grand Feftival.

This is fuppofed to be owing to the common Calamity
of that Age, wherein moft Ceremonies, folemn or {plen-
did, efpecially fuch as related to Divine Services, came
under the denomination of being. either Superftitious or
Jdolacrous. Infomuch, that at a' Chapter held at Green-
gich, 2 Edw. VI, an Abolition being intended for fuch
Ceremonies as were not confonant to the King’s Injun-
&ions, lately prefcribed, it was then decreed, that then,
and for ever from thenceforth, ar the Feaft of this moft
Noble Order, no other . Ceremonies fiould be obferved
shan fuch as were appointed by his Majefties Letcer.

That no Proceffion fhould be made with going about the
Chiwrch, or Church=yard, but the King's Majefty’s Proceffion,
lately fet forth in BEnglifh o be ufed.  His Majefiy and other
Knights-Companions fitting in their Stalls, at the Entry,
Juch Reverences to be made to the King's Majefty only as was
beretofore. The Offering to'be in the Box for the Poor, with-
out any other Rewerence, or kiffing any Paten; or other thing 3
but only at the return, due Reverence to the King, ai was ufed
before. The Mafs of Requiem ¢o be lefr undone; bur yer,
bith on 8¢, George’s Day, and for next Day, a Mafs to be
Sung with great Reverence ; in which, immediately after the
Words of Confecration is faid, the Pricft [ball (ay the Pater
Nofker, and fo turn and Communicate toall, of fo many of the
Order, or other, after they have done, as (hall be difpofed ¢
receive the Communion, according to the Ovder prefcribed by
his Majefty’s Book of Communion, and without any other
Rite or Ceremony after the [aid Communion to be ufed 5 ex
cept fome godly Pfalm or Hymn to be Sung in Englifh, and
fo to end the faid Service. All Chapters, and other Rites
cncerning the Order, not being contrary to thefe, to remain
as shey have been ufed.

This Decree {eemed to mean nothing lefs than a Prohi-
bition to the holding the Grand Fe
the neglect of its Celebrarion there, whilft I
lived : And though toward the End of his R
tare was taken for a Permiffion to hold the {a
either on St George’s Day, or fome other appointe

rofogation ; yet it was withoutany regard ro the anci
and ufual Place ; for when the Adty i, commanding
the Days sherein mentioned to be kept Holy, and no other

aft arv FEFind/
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Whereby this was involved among many other Saitrs Days
the: prohibited to be kepr, as not being found among :ge
Feafts then Eftablih’d ; it was confidered; thar a Provifg
and Allowance fhould be entered 'in the aforefaid A for
the Celebration of this Feaft, particularly by the I(n;:g[,,,;-
Cempaniens 5 which A, though it fuffered a Repeal by
Queen Mary, yer ftands in force ar'this Day, being ,g
vived by King Fames L his ‘repealing thar Skarupe of
X Mar. Cap, 2.

Removed from Windfor £"3_y _Qttfek Elif’.ubeth.

§ 7. Bur the moft faral Blow given to the growing |

Honctir of the Caftle of F¥indfor, wasa Decree 1 Chap
ter held 9 Eliz. with the confent of the Knighes- Companjong
then prefent, v:'{.

That if on the Vigil and Day' of St. Geotge, the Feaf
was not beld ar Windfor, according to the ufual Cuflom, it
Jhould neverthelefs be fufficient, if the Obfervation thereof
tore kept at the [ame Place where the Sovereign flould thep
happen to be, wheve alfo the reft of the Knights- Companiong
were obliged to be prefent; mo lefs than if the Feaft bad been
beld a¢ 'Windfor.

And fo fevere was ‘the latter parr.of this. Decree againft

the flourifthing condition of that Place, thar it ¢ommanded
al{o,
. That wo cither Solemniiy, under the notich of St. Geotge's
Feaft, fbould thencefarth be celebrated aé Windlor, exeepe
upon occafion of ebe Inftallacion of fome illufirions Perfa{r,‘
and then alfo, not without exprefs leave of the Sovereign.

And to fay truth, this Sraruce was but roo firidtly ob-
ferved during her Reign 3 for we nieet bur with one Feaft
of St. George held there, ull 1 Far. I (unleS we mil
ftake the Feafts of Inflallation for thofe of St. George,) but
then the Sovereign, who was yet in Scetland, lenc his
Commiffion, dated 5 4pril, to the Earl of Nottingham, his
Licutenant, to prorogue the Feftival to the 3d Fuly fol
lowing, and after conftituted him to hold the Feaft; which
was performed the 2, 3 and 4 Days of the faid Month,
with all Pomp and Ceremony, The King himfe f, being
then at I¥indfor, was prevented from being prefent by
fome occafion net mentioned: .
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Thus; after a long Interval, the Honour of the Reaft
was reftored, which had this effe&, toward the End of
King Fomes 1. Reign, and thac of his Son and Succeffor,
King Charles I. thar it begat a Re-union of the Feaft and
Place; whereby the Caftle of Windfor, famous for the
Inftitution of this moft Noble Order, oS
Honour, of having its Solemnites celebrated there,

Of Proregation of the Grand Feaft.

§ 8. Having thus noted, that from the beginning of
fing Henry V1IIth’s Reign, till of late Years, the Grand
faft was feldom obferved upon the precife Day of
§t George 5 and that the occafion how both Day and
Fealt came to be celebrated apart, rook its rife from che
indulgence of the Szatutes in pomnt of Prorogation : "Tis
seceffary farther to obferve, that this Prorogarion is of two
fores, either Abfolute, as being enjoined by the Szazutes 5
welfe Acbirrary, at the Sovereign’s Plealure, upon’ inter-
gening Realfons,

In the firft of thefe the Founder’s Statures enjoin, That
fithe Feaft of Sr.George [ball happen within fifteen Days

wxt after Eafter Day, it fhall be prorogued: ta the Sunday
Brtnight, or fifteen Days after Bafter Day. And the reafon

ithere given, That every of the Knights-Coripanions might
bave opportunsty of coming thereto, without being conftrained
o 1ide upon any of thofe three Holy Days preceeding Bafter
Day. The fame Rule for Prorogaton, whete there isa
toncurrence of thefe two Feafts, is likewil€ enjoin’d by
the Sratstes of King Henry V. and King Henry VIIL

And when the Grand Feaft, in this cale of Esffer, has
been kepr before the expiration of the faid fifteen Days;
the Knights-Companions then abfenr, to avoid the Penalty
for their tior appearing, have made Excufe ; thar thean-
Genr Siatutes of the Order were violated in keeping the
Feat within fifteen Days after Eafter, as was aliedged
when Sir Fohn Denbam, Lord Trealurer, as Prefident,
held the Feat of St. George at Windfor, 24 April, &
Henry V11,

~ Anciently, where the Regiffer mentions the Grand Feaft
to'be held at ##indfor, beyond the Day of St. George, 'tis
obfetyable upon Calculation, that Eaffer Day, in thofe

rmes
[1Mes,




tifnies, fell téo near the 23d of April, ro celebrate the Feafi a1
. : eaft '
on, without breaking the Law, which was the real cau(e |3
of thofe Prorogarions, of .which there arc many Inftances, ik
. And asthe Knights-Companionshad Prohibitions put uPQn.r'j[
the Solemnization of their Feaft, in cife of its interfering 1
with Eafter, fo had the Church of England, in their Ope & gl
fervarion of St. George’s Day, in reference to f{évetal othet /e
Feftivals ; and this continued till the time of the Refor- ¢
mation beguh by Kirg Edward VI. but fince the Grand | ¢
Feaft has been celebrared upon any of them indiﬂ'ercndy it
the Feaft of Eaffer only excepred. ?‘ M
The fecond fort of Prorogations, which are meely W
Arbirrary, and wholly dependerit on the Sovereign’s Plea. 4 (h
fure, yer warranred fufficiently from the Words, Caufy " e
poflulante, mentioned in King Henry VIII's Statutes ; a¢ i
likewife the great Latitude given the Sovereigns of this "ﬂ:“ J{F
moft Noble Qrder, in reference to their Affairs, in the e
{ame Statutes : The firft Precedent of which was, dnnp {W’m
5 Hen. V. when about. duguft; four Months afier §, 51””’?
George’s Day, that King being engaged in the Wars of ”‘.0
France, ordered the Feuft to be celebrared at Caen ini Nop- 2008
mandy, and with great Solemnity created fifteen Knighes 5’-&“5%
into the Order, ‘ 3
There are feveral other Examples, particularly ong
8 Hen. VIIL. when the King being at Eftham on St. Gearge's
Day, it was in a Chapeer there held; Decreed; That the a¢é

pie : e 4¢3 s Th
cuftomed Feaft of St. George thould be obferved ar Aindfor '9 Ta
25th of May enfluing. - 4nd from this. dmeir became An- ™ “
£ : o Wie

nually cuftomary, to keep the Day of St. George where the
Sovereign ac that time made his Abode : On" which Day; tha
and the Day after, the ufual Solemnities were obferved, ™"
But as to the Solemaization of the Grand Feaft it (elf; PG
that was in one of the Chapeers then held, adjourned tp H0U
fome farther rime, and then folemnized ac Hindfor by, S0
Prorogation, not by the Sovereigns them{elves, buc by M
their Lieutenants and their Affijfiants appointed for thar Skl
purpole; et

Bur to proceed with the Caufes of Prorogation, which it
were eithér for fome weiglity reafons, or upon emer- htid |
gent Occafions ; Anno t Mavie, the Sovereign celebratng :u‘f (t
the Feaft of St. George at St Fames's, Philip, Prince of It
Spain, and the Earl of Suffex, were on the Morrow aftes M
tlected into the Order ; whereupen it was likewife Des i,

j creed;
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#eéd, that the Inauguration of thefe two cledt Knights
will the Prince came to England, which happening 211t
Fuly following, the Grand Feaft, rogether with that of
the eleét Knighes Inftallations, were appointed to be cele-
brated at the [ame time. _

Again 3 and 4 Phil. and Mar. ata Chapter held 22d
dpril, the Feaft of St. George, together with the Inftalla-
tion of three eleft Knights, was appointed to be held aE
Windfor the gth of May enfuing ; and by a Chaprer Sum-
moned the 3d of May, before the appointed Day for
holding the Feaft; the farhe was prorogued to the r15th
of December following, upon the prefling Affairs of the
King and Queen: But before that defigned time came;
another Chapter wWas held on the 31ft of Ofeber,
wherein it was again procogued to the firft Sunday after
Twelfth-day, viz. 9 Fanuary, i by that time the King,
who was then in Flanders, fhould rearn to England : But
that not happening, it was farther pr rogued to the 20th
of February 3 and thence by another Decree ta St. George's
Day. Of which there are many other Examples, and
fometimes upon other Occafions; but ftill ac che Sove:
rign's Pleafure,

OFf Commilffions of Prorogaiion.
J 1 ] S

§ 9. There is no Precedent of Commiffions for Pro=

fogation; arcienter than 12 Car. L left by Sir Thomas
1e adjonrnments of

Rowe, wherein notice 18 taken of allthea
fhe Grand Feafts, from St. George’s Day precceding, till
that time, wich the reafons thereof, and chiefly upon con-
fideration of the fpreading Sicknefs, together with a2 Com-
mand to the I(m'gbu-Cmnp.-mi: ns, and the Officers of the
Order, to artend the Sovereign on the new afligned Days
for celebraring the Fealt.

Asto the fubftance hereof, the fucceeding Coriirhiffions
very near, agree, yet with {ome linle difference ; as
firft, the Preambles are general, and rin thus 2 Hereas;
upon [pecial Reafoms, and other important Affairs, &c. exe
cept the Commiffion ifued 25th February, 1637. wher
the Preamble was firred to a f{pecial Qccafion, aud runs
thitss---1W ereas we have det

sermined to Creaté the Prince;
d Y g 1
alir eldeft Som; a Knight, and to propofe
E e

(o bim in Ele&ion 43 A
Cowel
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Companion of ontr m:ft Noble Order, for the Thore contienienty
of bis Inftallation, we bave thought fit to defer the Feaft of
§t. George, €9c.

Buc in the Commiffions of Prorogation of the Grand

Feaft, 25th February, 19 Car.1. the Place appointed for
Celebration is omitted, which defe® we find in the above-
mentioned Precedent alfo 5 yer afterwards thar marerial
part came to be incerted, and firft of all in rhag Commi(-
fion of the 26th February 14 Car. 1. where the Place, be-
ing the City of Tork, 1s put into the Body of the Com<
miffion. And when the Civil War drew on, and the So-
vereign could not well afcerrain any Place, then the
Grand Feaft was appointed to be kept at any fuch Place,
as on a nearer view fhould [eem convenient, afrerwards i¢
varied fomething, and caine to be inferced thas--—-Hhere.
Joever we fliall then be 5 or thus; at fuch Places as we fhall
timely appoint,
. The moft ordinary courfe; preparatory to the iffuing
fuch Commiffions of Prorogation, has been by the Sove-
reign’s Declaration in Chaprer, or otherwile the fignifi-
cation of his Pleafure to the Chancellor of the Order at
any other time, who therenpon drew up the Commiffion;
and prefented it to the Sovercign for his Sign Manna),
and then affixed thereto the Grear Seal of the Order. But
where the Chancellor was not at hand 1o receive the So-
vereign’s Commands, in this cale it was cenveyed to him
by fome other Hand, with Command to Summon the
Knights-Companions and Officers accordingly. For foir
was done to Sir Francis Windebank, K. Secrerary of State;
by his Letter to Sir Thomas Rowe, 13 Car. L for Proro-
gation of the Grand Feaft,

And  as all the preceeding Adjournments of the Grand
Feaft have been either Decréed in Chaprer, or direfted
immediately from the Sovereign; fo there is a Precedent
where the Liesitenant has been impowered to Prorogue
the fame, yetr to the Time ard Place appointed by the,
Sovereign, and inferted in the Commiffion of Lieutenaney s
And this was in a Commiffion, 1 Fac, I, directed fo
Coarles,” Barl of Norting bam,
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‘j’lm the Grand Feaft ought to be celebrared once
& Year,

i § 10. Though the Prorogarions of the Grand Feaft
have been occafionally made ufe of on the aforefaid imi
porrant Reafons, yet no {uch Adjournment or Prorogartion
is legally to be enlarged beyond St. George’s Day enfuing
becaule once within the compafs of every Year,the Grand
Feaft ought to be folemnized ; for fo it was ordained
by the Scatures at the Inftitudion of the Order, and conq
firmed likewife by the {ucceeding Starutes, And when
our Hiftor:ans take norice of. the Grand Feaft, they {reak
of the fame thing, thar it ought annually o be. perform-~
ed; whence itis frequently . called in the Regifters, An-
wua Feftivitatis, folemnitas annua, Celebritas annua, and
the like.

. Of late times an occafion happened that brought this
of the Statutes, into a [olen debate in Chapter; which
for the refulr thereof became very remarkable.

4 a Chapter held, at W,hi!:e-.T..-Iall9 ad Fe‘bz'u‘ﬂ.
ary, 1640.

The Sovereign propsfed to the Knights-Companions, #hat
baving prorogued the Celebration of St. George’s Fealt from
lime to time, tothe 1, 2,and 3 of March, fo near Lent,
that if the Feaft were not peld on thefe Days, it could nos
be done within the compafs of that Year; becaufe the 23d of
April, for the next Year, did fall on Goud-Friday, and [o con-
fequently muft have been kept in. Lent this Year, or not ae
all 3 and confidering the great and important Affairs of the
Parliament, he moved the Queflion, whether, sf there were
w0 Feaft kepr this Year, it wonld be any Blemifh to the Ho-
weur of the Order ? And whether he might mot difpence with
the Statute, and defer it tiil nexr Tear ? They all confeffed
tbe‘ Sn’vereigﬂ’: difpenfing Power, et fome of #he Knights
f‘{mg from the Inftitution to that time, mo Precedent
wds found where the Grand Feaft bad been wholly omitted,
iﬁ" that fome of the Sovereigns, even though engaged in War

fond Sea; eisker folemnized the Feaft in their own  Pre-

Eea Jence,
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[ence, or by Commiffim in England, which was averred by :-;id
the Chancellor to be boch the fundamental and canﬁan); ;(hfsﬂ
Pradtice,) humbly befought the Sovereign mot to begin to i
make any breach in the conftant Order, fo long and unin. ¥ e
terrupredly continued. Whereupon it was refolved, by general ;,f.haik
Vore, that the Feaft [lould be celebrated on the aforefaid . el
Days of Provegation. el
By which determination it fufficiently appears of whap it !
Moment the Sovereign and Kanights-Companions then con- ol
ceived it to the Honour of the Order, to follow the Searuees, il
for the Celebration of the Grand Feaft once every Year, jod
Befides, it is obfervable, thatit was not thought expedi-
ent ro be difpenfed with, even on the moft preffing and
important Occaions. But rather than the Stazutes fhould
{uffer any Viclation, the Feaft was then (olemnized, the'
they were fo ftraiten’d in point of rime, as not to have e
above two Days to make preparation for it. ‘i,‘,:ﬁ&]'\
And thongh indeed on the breaking out of the unhappy el
Civil War, the Sovereign was obliged to defer the So= & s
lemnity from Year to Year, it was notto be looked on as b S
any Precedent ; and on the Reftauration of King Charles I,
it renewed its former Order,

CiAn P XEX.

Of Preparations for the Grand Feaft of
the Order,

Of Letters giving notice of the Time and Place.

$ 1. Mong many other things which are neceffary
ta be prepared beforehand ; the firft of courfe

is, the Leters dire¢ed to a!l the Kmights

Companions and Officers of the Order, refident within the
Kingdom, to give them notice of the Time and Place,
when and ‘where the Feaft is to be held. (2.) Lerters of
Difpenfation to fuch Knights, as the Sovereign fhall :P!(’ﬂfc
to Excufe from their atendance at che Feaft, (3) Com®
£ SUli i miffions
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