
Sword, (for there is no mention of the Banner till afwards,) and place it over his Stall. ter'

CAP . XIV.
The Signification of Election to Strangers.

Within what time, and in what manner , Certificateis made of their Election.

5 i , T "N regard that Strangers eled , are for the moftI part Sovereign Princes, whofe Affairs obligedthem to abide in their own Dominions, and
very rarely permitted them to receive Perfonal Inftallation,it was thought fit to allow them feveral Privileges , by theFounder of this moft Noble Order, and principally , thatof giving previous and timely Notice of their Eledions,and convenient time of confederation for Acceptance;
affording Inveftiture in their own Countries, and permit¬ting their Installations to be performed at Wind]or by theirProxies or Deputies.

It was therefore by the Statutes ordained : That when
any fuch fhould be cholen into the Order, they (hould betcertified of their Eledions by the Sovereign ; and belides,that , at his Charge, the Garter fhould be fent over to them,with the Mantle and Statutes of the Order, Sealed withthe common Seal ; fo that they might have notice, atieaft within four Months from the time of Eledion , to theend they might advife and determine with themfelves,from the Tenor cf the Statutes, whether they would re¬ceive the Honour of this moft Noble Order ,In Purfuance of thefe Diredions , it became cu {ternaryfor the Sovereign, when he fent his Letters , to fend alfo,and that by way of fclemn Embaffy, the Habit and

Enfigns or the Order, with a Book of the Statutes ; and in
cale the Eledion were accepted, Inveftiture might be re¬
ceived before the return of tfce Perfons, by whom the
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Habit was fent. As upon the Elections of Edward, King
of Portugal, at the Feaft of St . George, 1 3 Hen. VI . the

Duke of Vrbin,  14 Edco. IV . and feveral others.

The right of bearing thefe Letters fignifying Eledbion,’
and returning the Strangers Anfwer, belongs to Garter,
by the Conftitutions of his Qffice . And though Certi¬
ficate of Election was to be made within four Months
from the time of Eledlion, yet King Henry VIII . added
this neceflary Claufe : Tbat when the Sovereign had any
great or high Impediment, he might defer certifying the
Eledion till a more convenient Time. As may be feen in
the cafe of Frederic^ III . Emperor of Germany, in the
time of Henry VI . who having been elected 35 of that
King , had not Letters fent him to fignify it till the next
Year . It likewife appears, that Letters to the fame Effect
were then likewife difpatched to the King of Anagon,
the Duke of Brunfwicl{, and King of Poland, who had
been elected eight Years before.

And yet we find it recorded, that the Habit and En-

figtis of the Order were fent by fpecial Ambafladors to all
three, 34 Hen. VI . two Years before : But perhaps this
ought to be underftood of their being but then defign

’d,
and ordered to be fent, and on fecond Thoughts might be
flopped , or if fent , by fome accident might have mifear-
ried ; otherwife it leems needlefs to have fent other Let¬
ters to give notice of their Eledlion two Years after : But
to clear this matter , we after find a fecond mention of

lending the Habit and Enfigns to the King of Poland,
11 Hen. VI . by which it is demonftrable , that the firlt

Embafly took no EffedL
It does not appear that King Hen. VIII . or any of his

Sacceffors , ever made ufe of that Liberty granted by the
aforefaid Article of his Statutes, for deferring the fignifi-
catory Letters of Eledlion beyond the time appointed by
theStatutes of Inftitution , as we find by the many In-
ftances of that kind. Francis the firft King of France was
de&edOftnber 21. 19 Hen. VIII . and was inftalled the 25
"darmary  following; fo that ' tis plain , the Letters of No¬
tice muft needs have been difpatched within the limited
Time. James V. of Scotland, who was eledfed 20 Jan.
16 Hen. VIII . had notice of Eledlion immediately fent
“im 5 and Hen. II . of France, having been eledied 24
!,

’ 1 '■* • April,

r:
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VApril, 5 Edxv. VI . had Letters of Signification feat him V*in May following ; and fo in all Examples fince . And ■fWwhen King Charles II . eleded any Stranger whilft he Fiji'was Abroad, Letters of Signification were fent them im '»! wmediately after. '$

Of notice given of an EleBion > before fendin ? the
Habit. “ ■

Vs ’1
§ 2 . Here it is to be obferved , with how much caution,more than the former, the Statutes of King Henry VI1L fA,Ordain , to fend Letters that fignify Election, and theBocl̂ of Statutes only at firft -, but not the Garter  and $ >Mantle, till the eleB Stranger, having had time to comfult the Statutes, certifies his acceptance of the Orderand then , and not before, it is Decreed to fend a folemnEmbaffy with the whole Habit , George,  and Collar; AndWtyconfonant to this, the Pradice hath fometimes been . As

§

**) 0̂
in the cafe of Hemy II . King of France,  5 Edit.  VI , i| ti*Emtnuel, Duke of Savoy , 1 and a Phil, and Mar. and in s l®!that of Frederic^ , Duke of PVirtembergh, to whom Queens
Elizabeth fent Letters toon after his Eledion , and he re- 4
turned Thanks , and Acceptation , by his two Ambafla - $lf Hoidors, who received Promife of fending the whole Habit ucceptcafoon after j however, the fame were not fent during her stfceSoiLife. n prefer

iis Coi
Notice of Election fent with the Habit.

ami,
§ 3. When the Sovereign hath been well allured ofthe

eleB Stranger
's acceptance , the fame Embaffy (as and- ^entiy before adding this Claufe,) difparched both Cere-

mode ' . The Sovereign’
s Letter fignifying E edion , be- .

1
ing firft prefented, together with the Book of Statutes, ,and an acceptance declared, then within few Days , the
whole Habit of the Order was folemnly delivered . V

And thus it was direded fcon after the Eledion of ^
*

James V . King of Scot*, to the Lord tVtlliim Howard, fent J
on that Embaffy ; and in like manner, at the Eledion of 110
Chrijlian Vf.  King of Dcrmatf , ijac . l. to the Earl of ^
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fen: on that Embafly. As alfo to Guftavus Adol-

thui, King of Sweden, and Henry, Prince of Orange, with¬

in two Months, their Elections following on April 24.
3Cat. I. and the date of the Ccmmififion for delivering
the Order being on June 24 , following.

Du manner and order of the delivery of thefe
Letters, fgnifying Election , when the Habit is

fent, is thus.

“  Firft , The Ambaflador and Officer of Arms having
“ notice given them of the firft Audience, prelent them-
“ (elves to the Stranger Prince, in the accuftomed man-
" ner of Ambafladors; and delivering the Sovereign’s
“ letters Miffive, with all due Reverence, the Ambaf-
“ fador, after fome (liort general Compliment from the
“ Sovereign , fignifying that his Mafter , and the Honourable
11

Society of the Garter, in refpect of his renowned Prow-
11 efs , Valour, Virtues, &c. and to eftablifh and encreafe
“ the Amity that is between them, hath eledred him into
“ the moft Noble Order of St. George ; and that So¬
vereigns do never ektft any Stranger, but fuch as they
“
 highly Honour ; and therefore earneftly defires it may

“ be accepted as a true Teftimony thereof : To which
“ end the Sovereign hath fent him over, and his Herald
“ there prefent, to perform the due Ceremonies.

But this Commiflion of Legation hath fometimes been
obftru&ed by the multitude of Affairs lpir.g on the Sove¬
reign

’s Hands , particularly in the Time of Car. I . when
engaged in thac unnatural Civil War ; fo that when they
fent their Letters of Signification , ic was thought fit to
Commiffionate their Agent, or Refidenc at the Prince ’s
Court , and Garter Principal Kjng of Arms, to deliver
part ; tut the two chief and moft peculiar Enfigns of the
Order, the Garter and George, deferring the fclemn
Embaffy d !l a more convenient Seafon. The firft Pre¬
cedent of which kind, was jo Jac. I . when Sir Ralph
Winwood, and William Seagar, Efq ; Garter, were Corr-
milticned to deliver onlv , for the prefent, the Garter and
George, to Maurice, Prince of Orange, five Days after
his Ele& ion ; and lb to Charles, Prince Palatine of the

Rjine,



( ?64 ) 0,Rhine,  9 Cay.  I . and to William,  Prince of Orante'  aMitf 'ythe '
Duke de Efpermn,  the fame Reign . And fo Likewife ^ tiduring the unhappy Exile of King Charles  II . it was ufua!for want of more conveniency , to prefent the eled Knight

’ ^in confirmation of his Election , whether he were Strangeror SuhjeB, with the Garter , George , Ribband ; and fome-times a St . Geode 's Crofs, radicated within a Garter,  tobe fixed on the left Shoulder of their Cloaks , or upperGarments . But thefe things aftep returned into theirproper Channel , as we may fee in feveral cafes fince 'st^ 1of which we need not inftance more , than that of the d 1
prefent Sovereign , and his Royal Highnefj the Prince : i'M '’The former at a Chapter of the raoft Noble Order, heldill^®1at Kjnfingtcn,  18 June,  1701 , 13 Will.  III . was elected , jj S I”and on the zi June,  the Sovereign , by Commiffion un - i« ®der the Great Seal of the Order,  conftituted the Earl of la'iCwlMacclesfield,  and Gregory K ir‘g, Efq ; Lancajler Herald, r(then Deputy Garter King of Arms, ) to carry the Habitand Enfigns, and to inveft his then Electoral Highnefs $therewith . The next Day after their arrival , at a pri-vate Audience , fiis Electoral Highnefs received thee qtbGarter  and George , with the ufual Formalities ; and , ;ytwo Days after , 24 Attguft, was folemnly in- ./hcceed:vefted with the whole Habit of the Order. OnMarch  following , 1702 - 3 . he was inftalled at Wind- Tws gfor  by his Proxy Charles,  Lord Mohun,  with theac - ^cuftomed Ceremonies . The fame Order was obferved ^ j.at the Election of his Royal Highnefs the Prince, 4 April, :j , j5 Queen Anne ; when the Lord Halifax,  and JohnVanbrtige,  Efq ; Clarenceux  King of Arms, (in the room of ^ 1Sir Henry St . John,  Knight Garter, ) were Commiffion’d to W ’carry the Habit  and Enfigns. They had their firft. Au-, 2 ■dience , on this occafion , of the Prince , the 31 Map,  who A. 1

afterwards received the Garter and leffer George, and on
‘

,
ra

2 June  following , was invefted with the whole Habit £ ,and Enfigns of the Order.

Certificates of Acceptation.
S*5 4 . After delivering the Sovereign ’

s Letter, fjgnifyingElection by the Ambaffador , and the elect Stranger dotiy Ati; .
readily
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readily accept the Orrfer, he is obliged , by the Statute^
io return the Sovereign a Certificate of fuch his Accep¬
tance, and defire of Ratification. And ’tis obfervable,
beforethe additional Claufe made by King Henry VIII.
tbis ceremonious Courfe had been the Practice of an-

S dent Times ; and both expected from, and obferved by
theKing of Denmark, who having been elected , 6 Hen . Y.
was the eighth of the fame King taken notice of for not
returning, before that Time , an Anfwer, whether hd

iZ ?, acceptedthe Honour or no : And it appears, before the
■ next Feaft of St . George , he fent over his ready Accep-

both of the Honour of Election, and of the En-
figns of the Order ; and thereupon Directions were given

w.
!
'1 for his Inftallation by the Lord Fit % Hugh, his Proxy.

But for an inftance, after the faid additional Claufe,'
T there is one remarkable enough, in the Preamble of the

hI Sovereign
’s Credential Letters to the Duke of Savoy, i and

lt
, i 1 ar|d Mar. fent with the Habit and Enfigns of the

1e
Order ; in which it appears : That the Sovereign having
given notice of his Election into this mojl Noble Order , he
hi returned back, bis cheerful and ready Acceptance of, and
finplar Satisfaction in the faid Choice ; and therefore cor-
iUII) wijhed it might attain its due Effect.

Infucceeding Times it was thought neceflary , where
the wholeHabit was fent to a Stranger, together with the
Sovereign

’s Letters of notice, to make a provifiona ! De¬
cree, ( which palfed , 13 Car. I .) That Garter , and all
fibers, whom he fleafed to join in Commijfon with him,
Jbould bt moft punctually careful , that they delivered not
fie Enfignsof the Order to any elect Stranger, till they
Hirefatisfied, by his Letters Patent , of his kind and grate¬
ful Acceptance thereof ; or in cafe of refufal , to forbear
their Prefentation.

And the fame care was alfo taken , where only the
Oerter and George were fent ; as appears by the Inftru-
ctions fent, 19 Car. I . to Sir William Bofiwel, then ap¬
pointed by the Sovereign to prefent thofe two principal
Unfigns to PVilliam, Prince of Orange ; where , among
other things , he is exprefly commanded, To take a Tefli-
oiomal from the faid Prince , of his kind Acceptation thereof,
before he fkould deliver thofe Enfigns of Honour to him :
So likewife in the Inftitutions of the fame Date, for de¬

livery

iu

ileatk

emu:
Joi

’ii:
SAf
h



livery of the Garter and George to the Duke de Ef
fernon , '

ed , appears in the fingle cafe of Philip II . Duke of Bur.
gundy, who having been ele & ed by King Henry V . then ( yin France, had not , Anno i Henry VI . lent his Anfwer*
It was therefore concluded on at the Feaftof St. George]held at Wind for the faid Year , by Humphry, Duke of
Gloucefter, then Deputy to the Sovereign , and by, and'with the unanimous confent of the Knights -Cmpmmt P
prefect , to fend Letters to the faid eledt Duke , by which 101
he was defired to know , whether he gave his Accep- S '':®
ranee or no The Dukdof Burgundy, it feems , made no ftM
Anfwer to this Letter ; It was therefore again debated atthe next Year ’s Feaft , and then thought fit, to fend Per- islC®'
fons over to him with the Nomination , who (hould prefs siobec1
him for his final Anfwer . And then it appears , that thefdk
faid Duke weighing the Statutes , and refledting on theitjamQuarrels between the Duke of Gloucefter, and the Duke ttnrf
of Brabant his Unckle , made a plaufible Excufe , refilling deucythe Eledtion , left he Ihould be forced either dilhonour ;«g,rably to violate the pious Conftitutions of the Order, or jdthere
the obligations of Alliance ; and upon this they proceeded fogsof
to a new E !ediion . -(

’
erweBut this is the only inftance of this kind ; and it hath

been the conftant way of all eledf Strangers , rot only to
accent , but to receive with the higheft Marks of Satis-
fadtion , the notice of their Eledlion , and the Inveftimre
of the Order, jI,^,

Of an Elettion not accepted.

§ 5 . That fometimes this Honour hath not been accent ' F
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