( 360)

Sword, (for there is no mention of the Banner till afeee:

vards,) and place ir over his Stall,

C.A P XN
The Signification of Election to Strangers,

Within what time, and in what manner, Certificate
15 made of their Elettion.

§ 1. YN regard that Strangers ele®, are for the moft
part Sovereign Princes, whole Affairs obliged
them to abide in their own Dominions, and

very rarely permitted them to receive Pet{onal Inftallation,

it was thought fit to allow them feveral Privileges, by the

Founder of this moft Noble Order, and principally, that

of giving previous and timely Norice of their Elections,

and convenienr time of confideration for Acceprance ;
affurding Inveftiture in their own Countries, and permit-
ting their Infallations to be performed at Hindfor by their

Proxies or Deputies,

It was therefore by the Statutes ordained : That when
fuch fliould be chofen into the Order, they fhould be
certified of their Ele®ions by the Sovereign ;. and befides,
hat, at his Charge, the Garter thould be {ent over-to them,
with the Mantle and Sratutes of the Order, Sealed with
common Seal; fo that they might have norice, at
cait within four Months from the time of Election, to the
end they might advife and determine with themfelves,
from the Tenor of the Srarutes, whether they would re-
ceive the Honour of this moft Noble ©rder,

In Purfuance of thefe Direcions, it became cuftomary
for the Sovereign, when he fent his Letters, to fend alfo,
and that by way of folemn Embaffy, the Habit and
Enfigns or the Order, with a Book of the Statutes ; and In
cale the EleCtion were accepred, Inveftiture might be rez
ceived before the return of the Perfons, by whom the
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Habir was fent. Asupon the Ele&ions of Edward, King
of Portugal, at the Feaft of St. George, 13 Hen. VI the
Duke of Urbin, 14 Edw. IV. and feveral others.

The right of bearing thefe Leuers fignifying Election,
s0d rearning the Strangers Anfwer, belongs 1o Garter,
by the Conftitutions of his Office. And though Certi~
ficare of Election was to be made within four Months
from the time of Election, yer King Henry VIIL. added
this neceffary Claufe : That when the Sovereign had any
grear or bigh Impediment, he might defer certifying the
Eleftion till @ more convenient Time. As may be f{een in
the cafe of Frederick 111. Emperor of Germany, in the
ime of Henry VI. who having been clected 35 of that
King, had not Lerters fent him to fignify ic till the next

| Year. It likewife appears, that Lerters to the fame Effect

were then likewife difpatched rto the King of drragon,
whe Duke of Brunfwick, and King of Poland, who had

! Ieen elected eight Years before.

And yer we find it recorded, that the Habit and En-

! fions of the Order were fent by fpecial Ambaffadors to all

{ three, 34 Hen. 1
! onght to e underftood of their being bur then defign'd,

VI. two Years before : But perhaps this

and ordered to be fent, and on fecond Thoughts might te
flopped, or if fenr, by fome accident might have mifcar-
fied 3 otherwife it feems needlefs to have {ent other Let-

f their Election two Years after : Buc

ters to give notice 0
1 clear this matter, we after find a fecond mention of

| fending the Habit and Enfigns to the King of Poland,

37 Hen. VI. by which it 1s demonftrable, that che firlt

§ Embafly took no Effect.

It does not appear that King Hen. VIIL or any of his
Succeffors, ever made ufe of that Liberty granted by the

sforefaid Article of his Szatutes, for deferring the fignifi-

catory Letters of Election beyc nd the time appointed by
the Starures of Inftitution, as we find by the many In-
flances of that kind. Francis the firlk King of France was
gleded Oftober 21. 19 Hen. VIIL and was inftalled the 25
?‘”uar) following ; fo that s plain, the Letters of No-
fice muft needs have been difpatl;ht{j within the limited

ime. Fames V. of Scotland, who was cleéted 20 Fan.

36 Hen, VIIL. had notice of Ele¢tion immediately fent

him ; and Hen. 11. of France, having been eleCted 24
5 Wi - April,
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._Aprﬂ, 5 Edm. ‘fI. had L‘et[e_rs of Signification {ent him ‘J s
in May following ; and (0 in all Examples fince, And W5
when King Charles IL. elected any Stranger whilg he ¥,
was Abroad, Leuers of Signification were fent

mediately after.

v |,
them iry. ¥ s

AT = "
Of notice given of an fflgc_tmn, before fending e g’
apit. f

§ 2. Here it is to be obferved, with how much caurion,
more. than the former, the Starres of King Henry V111 r'llﬂ,,Tj
Ordain, to fend Letters that [ignify Eletlion, and ghe ' e
Book of Statutes only ar forff; but nor the Garter and .:HJT"
Moantle, till the ele& Stranger, baving had time to cgpe i ¥
fult the Statutes, certifies his acceprance of the Opdy o
and then, and not befcre, it is Decreed to fend a folemr:,:
Embafly with the whole Habir, George, and Collar » fnd #0
confonant to this, the Practice hath {fomerimes been, Ag ol
in the cale of Hemy 1I. King of France, 5 Edw, V[ 4o
Emanuel, Duke of Savey, 1 and 2 Phil. and Mar, and i *Amiy
that of Frederick, Duke of Iirtembergh, to whom Queen & mik
Elizabeth {ent Letters foon after his Election, and he res 1
turned Thanks, and Accepration, by his two Ambaffz¢
dors, who received Promife of fending the whole Habig -.'irce.r.:fu
foon after ; however, the fame were not {ent during heg it So
Life, '
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Notice of Eleltion [ent with the Habit

§ 3. When the Sovereign hath been well affured ofthe &1
elect Stranger’s acceprance, the f{ame Embafly (as ancie
ently before addirg this Claufe,) difrarched both Cere:
monies. The Sovercign’s Letter fignifying E efton, be-
ing firk prefented, together with the Book of Stacutes,
and an acceprance declared, then within few Days, the
whole Habit of the Order was folemnly delivered.

And thus it was direted fcon after the Election of
Fames V. King of Scots, to the Lord #5liam Howard, fent
on that Embaffy ; and in like manner, ar the Election of
Ciriftian 1IV. King of Denmark, 1 Fac. I. to the Earlof
Rutland
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utlend fent on that Embaffy.  As alfo to Guftavus Adol-
kY Pbm, King of Sweden, and Henry, Prince of Orange, with-

wwo Months, their Elections following on April 24.
Car. 1 and the dare of the Commiffion for delivering
 dhe Order being on Fune 24. following.

410

Ty manner and order of the dclivery of thefe
Letters, fignifying Election, when the Habir is
fenty 15 thus.

fgll 4 Firt, The Ambaflador and Officer of Arms having
i 4 notice given them of the firft Audience, prefent them-
G @ felves to the Stramger Prince, in the accuftomed man-
€ afl@ ger of Ambaffadors; and delivering the Sovereign’s
f-f G ¥ Letters Miffive, with all due Reverence, the Ambaf-
hhu.‘% Ufador, after fome Mhort general Compliment from the
-"dr:&l # Sovereign, fignifying that his Mafter, and the Honourable
%0, MW Saciety of the Garrer, in refpect of his renowned Prow-
i, M efe, Valour, Virtues, €. and to eftablifh and encreafe
, Hl the Amity that is berween them,, hath elected him inro
nld e moft Noble Order of St. George; and that So-
fsercigns do never elect any Stranger, but fuch as they
U highly Honour ; and therefore earneftly defires it may
;8 be accepred as a true Teflimony thereof : To which
deif “end the Sovereign hath fent him over, and his Herald
‘P ihere prefent, to perform the due Ceremonies.
Bur this Commiflion of Legation harh fometimes been
i Ol‘{ﬁru&cd by the _1111}':{1':1:51._2 of Affairs lying on the Sove-
; | teign's Hands, particularly in the Time of Car. L when
P engaged in that unnatural Civil War; fo that when they
:eéti’{ fent their Lerrers of Signification, it was thoughr firto
s #® Commiffionate their Agent, or Refident at the Prince’s
o Courr, and Garter Principal King of Arms, to deliver
S par; buc the two chief and moft peculiar Enfigns of the
{98 Order, o/, the Garter and George, deferring the folemn
0% Embafly till 2 more convenient Seafon. The firft Pre-
i | cedent of which kind, was 1o Fac. 1. when Sir Ralph
it Winwood, and William Seagar, Efq; Garter, were Com-
gee!f Miflicned to deliver orly, for the prefent, the Garter and
# George, to Maurice, Prince of Orange, five Days after
#| bis E'e@ion ; and (o to Charles, Prince Palatire of the
Rhine,

).
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ine, 9.Car. 1. and w0 William, Prince of Oranpe: an1'g¥:
tkl;e Duke de Efpernon, the {ame Reign, And fonﬁ;’u:f[gﬁ!iﬁ'f
during the unhappy Exile of King Charies 11, it was ufa] e
for want of more conveniency, to prefent the elect Knighy' o
in confirmation of his Election, whether he were Strange, 5,
or Subjed, with the Garter, George, Ribband ; ang {Om'e‘f il
times a St. George’s Crofs, radicared within 2 Garter, y i
be fixed on the left Shoulder of their Cloaks, grui;pe”bcfﬂ‘f‘
Garments. Bur thefe things aftef returned ingg lheir::é"'H(
proper  Channel, as we may fee in feveral cafes finge, g
of which we need not inftance more, than thag of the 1 '
prefent Sovereign, and his Royal Highnefs the Prince ; js0¥"
The formerat a Chapter of the moft Noble Order, held
at Kenfington, 18 Fune, 1701, 13 W0, 111 was elected, s ¥
and on the 21 Fune, the Sovercign, by Commiffion yge g 1
der the Grear Seal of the Order, conftituted the Ear]of;j‘gtr:d
Macclesfield, and Gregory King, Elq; Lancafter Herald, |4 o
(then Deputy Garter King of Arms,) to carry cthe Hgbig v
and Enfigns, and to inveft his then Electoral Highpefy s
therewith. The next Day after their 3rrival, ata pria o}
vate Audience, his Electoral Highnefls receiyed the;rSﬂii‘
Garter and George, with the wufual Formalities ; and., yifld
two Days after, wiz, 24 Ausuf?, was folemnly 104, foeed
vefted with the whole Habit of the Order, On 13 i B
March following, 1902-3. he was inftalled ‘ar Wind-i‘,.lk[
Sor by his Proxy Charles, Lord Mobun, with the ac. "-,zihh:{h
cuftomed Ceremonies. The fame Order was obferved 'ré-;:é
at rhe Election of his Royal Highnefs-the Prince, 4 April, "h’wf?
5 Queen Anne; when the ILord Halifax, and Fobn Emﬁ |
Vanbruge, Bfq; Clarenceux King of Arins, (in the room of ) j
Sir Henry §t. Fobn, Knight Garrer,) were Commiffion’d to H“:
carry the Habit and Enfigns. ‘They had their firk Aus " d
dience, on this occafion, of the Prince, the 31 May, who Pmn(
afterwards received the Garter and leffer George, andon _ ;
2 Fune following, was invefted with the whole Habig ™
and Enfigns of the Order. R

Certificates of Acceptation.

§ 4. After delivering the Sovereign’s Letcer, fignifying
Election by the Ambaffador, and the ¢fed Stranger cf;!ﬁh
) readuly
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livery of the Garter and George to the Duke de Ef.
pernon, i

Of an Elettion not accepted. m[’fi
11
§ 5. That {ometimes this Honour hath not been aceept. f‘-ﬁ{-‘ff ”
ed, appears in the fingle cafe of Philip II. Duke of Bur.
gundy, who having been elected by King Hemry V. then , fi
in France, had. not, Anno 1 Henry VL. [ent his Anfwer,
It was therefore concluded on at the Feaft of S, Gﬂirgg'
held at Windfor the faid Year, by Humpbry, Duke " of i
Gloucefter, then Depucy to the Sovereign, and by, ang g
with the unanimous confent of the Knights-Companiong | ™
prefent, 1o fend Letters to the (aid ele¢t Duke, by which!" *
he was defired to know, whether he gave his Accep- &
tance or no ¢ The Duké of Burgundy, it feems, made ng g b
Anfwer to this Letter : It was therefore again debated a i’
the rexr Year’s Feaft, and then thought fit, to fend Per il
fons overto him with the Nomination, who fhould peefs st
him for his final Anfwer.  And then it appears, that the sid
faid Duke weighirg the Sratutes, and reflaéting on the i
Quarrels between the Duke of Gloucefler, and the Dike 4t
of Brabant his Unckle, made a plaufible Excufe, refufing rnincy
the Election, left he fhould be forced either difhonons .
rably to violate the pious Conftiturions of the Order, or o there
the obligarions of Alliance ; and upon this they proceeded {ogs of
to a new Election, |
Bur this is the only inftance of this kind ; and it hath _
been the conftant way of all ele@ Strangers, not only 10 g
accert, but to receive with the higheft Marks of Saris Uit
faction, the notice of their Ele@ion, and the Inveinuce y
of the Order.
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