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The Inftallation of a R̂ iight -Subject h
Proxy.

CAP.  XIII.

The Original Caufe of making Proxies. ^ n’s

§ t * t  I lHere was no liberty given at the Inftitution of ^ fo'
|  the Order , for. a Knight-Subjed to be in* Itis

ftalled by his Proctor or Deputy ; but on ^00the contrary, in the Founder ’s Statutes was inferted this
exprefs Prohibition. That none of the Knights tied
floould be permitted to be inf ailed by Proxy , unlefs hi were j ^ Cl)a Stranger.  And this Law continued unaltered rill the

' i
Reign of Henry V. when John Duke of Bedford, the So*
vereign’s Deputy for bolding the Feaft of St. George at
TVindfor, 7 Henry V . and other the Knights -Companionsthen prefent, rook it into Confideration ; that where a
Knight-Subjed , eleded into the Order , was at that Time
employed beyond Sea, in the Service of his Prince, and f *■»
likely to continue in that Service fometime,- it was agreed* em, tl
that the faid Duke fhould make an Addrefs to the Sove- ‘
reign, by Letters under the Seal of the Order , (he being tiffin
then employed in the War againft France,)  that in the
like cafes his Majefty would Ordain , That Knights -Sut-
jeds might, as well as Strangers , be admitted into tht !C®10
Order , notmthftending the Claufe in the Statutes.  Mop

Itlikewife appears from that Letter, as well as from a Ml
the Blue-Book , that Sir John Grey, and the Lord Bouri !iePo§
chier,  had been irftalled at the aforefaid Feaft , by their diet
feveral Proxies ; which the Sovereign’

s Deputy concurr’d
with , out of great Refped to their Pcrfonsj left by a 3$ ti)
too rigid Obfervance of the Statutes, by their abfence in ^the Wars , where they were then loyally employed , and ?nl^
might meet their Deaths, they (hould watt the defued ,
Suffrages of thofe Malles, ordained to be Sung for a dc- 35̂
fund Kr .ight ; as had happen

’d to feveral by unlnfpeded tj ;| ,
delays. But to clear this matter, for the future it was >.t[t#
Decreed , 9 Hen. V . That where any eled Knight wa$ 1^

adually
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actually in the Sovereign

’s Wars , or ocherwife employed
Abroad on his Sovereign’s Affairs , he fhould poflefs the
Privilege of a Stranger in this particular ; which Decree
was added to King Henry Vch ’s Statutes . And it was foon
after enjoined the eled Knight , on notice of his Eledion,
to take care timely to appoint his Prodor , that he might
enjoy the Rights and Privileges of a Founder : Such an
Obligation was laid on Sir John Falftajf, who , at the
reception of the Garter , was in France, employed in the
Sovereign

’s Service.
But King Henry VIII . befides his Confirmation of this

Decree , for allowance of a Proxy in the aforefaid two
Cafes, farther enlargedit, to fuch as the Sovereign fhould
either Command, or permit Licence to be inftalled by
Proxy , which is to be underftood of Knights eled within
the Kingdom , as well as thofe beyond Sea : By Virtue
of which Claufe, the eled Knight , the Earl of Dorfet be¬
ing Sick, i Car. I . obtained the Sovereign’s Licence to
be inftalled by his Deputy Sir Richard Toting.

Letters of Procuration .

§ 1. It is obferved before, out of the Regiflrum Chard
taceum, that Sir John Robefart, eleded into the Order

by King Henry V . was inftalled by Virtue of his Let¬
ter Miffive , fent to Sir Thomas Barr his Proxy ; but the
fame Regifter calls ir, in another Place, a lufficienc Pro¬
curation under his Seal of Arms, enabling him to perform
the Ceremony of his Inftallation.

The Copy of this Inftrument is not extant ; but that
Letter Miffive Sir John Grey direded to Sir John Lijle,
to take Pofleffion of his Stall, and by Virtue of which he
was inftalled, tells him he had Chafen him for his Proxy ,
and to take his Stall for him in his Name , 8cc. And

omitting other Precedents, doubriefs, in the cale cf a
Knight -Subjed , the Sovereign may , if he pleafes , nomi¬
nate and appoint a Proxy for Inftallation, where the eled
Knight hath not done it himfelf ; for here, all thole Cor-
fiderations of grand Refped , Forms of the Oath , 0 c. con-
ftantly afforded to Strangers, have no Place ; whioh is
evident from the Sovereign

’s Letters of Summons ro rhe
Commiffioners pamed for Inftallation of the Lord Grey,
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4 ar|d 5 Phil, and Mar. who at that time was Prlfonerin France, and his Deputy Sir HumphryRadcliffy j stherein mentioned to be appointed by the Sovereignherfelf . 6

The firft Precedent, of Letters of Procuration, or De¬
putation, drawn into a folemn Form, is that made by SirWi.Siam Phelip, 5 Hen. V . by which , having obtained the
Sovereign'

s Licence , he impowers two Knights , SirAndrerv But rely, and Sir John Hsnington, or either ofthem , as their Bufir.efs w’ould permit , to fupply his Placeand take PoffeUion of his Stall , in the Choir at HJndfor. ’

Qualifications of a Proxy.

$ 3 . The Qualifications of a Prodhor , nominated by a
Knighr - Subjedfc , are the fame with thofe requifite in the
Proctor of a Stranger, of which fomething will fall in
our Way hereafter ; I (hall therefore only in general ob-
ferve here , that to neither Knight-Subjedt, nor Stranger,the Prodtor is to be under the Degree of a Knight, enob-
led with Arms , and of an honed and untainted Reputa¬tion ; it being judg’d proper chiefly in this Point, that a
Knight-Subjedt (hould exadtly obferve the fame Rule
enjoined to Strangers ; in refpedt of which, it is veryremarkable , that Sir William Lifte, though one of the
Alms -Knights, yet in Degree a Knight, was not refufed
to be Proctor to Sir John Grey, 7 Hen. V.

Preparations for Jnfiallation.

§ 4 . The Day for Inftallation of a Knight-Subject by
Proxy , being appointed by the Sovereign, there are to be
provided for him , fird, a CommiiTion for Inftallation,
which by the Chancellor of the Order is prefented to the
Sovereign for his Sign Manual ; to which is after affixed,
the Seal of the Order : And appoints, 1 . To conduct
the Proctor to Windfcr -Cafile. 2. To put him in Pof-
feflion , as from the Sovereign, of the Stall afligned his
Principal. 3 . To invert: him with all the Benefits,
Honours, Pierogatives, Franchifes, and Liberties thereto
belonging. 4 . To receive his Mantle , Helm, and Sword,
and let them up in their appointed Places , 5 . To add

thereto
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thereto all ufnal Ceremonies. 6 . Laftly , an Injunction to
ail the Knights to permit all the Solemnity punctually to be
performed : An ancient Precedent of this is found 5 Hen . V.
in the cafe of Sir John Faljlajf:  Alfo 2 Edw. IV . at the
Inftaliation of the Earl of H'orcejler, and other elect
Knights, by their Proxies.

Of later Times , the Commiffions granted on Inch Oc-
cafions differ from thofe made for the Perfonal Inftalla-
tion of the Knights themfelves, only by premifing the
Caufe of their Principal’

s Abfence , and Service he is then
employed on ; authorizing the Commiffioners to admic
the Proxy into his Stall : Likewife where the Inftaliation is
performed by two or more Commiffioners, the Sovereign
directs Letters to each of them , giving noticecf the intend¬
ed Solemnity , and requiring them to attend at a Day
prefixt, to the end the Proxy may be put into Pclfeffion
of his Principal’s Stall.

And as there is , upon admiffion of an elect Knight , in-
ftalled by Proxy , the fame ground for removal of Stalls,
as in perfonal Inftallations ; fo the Sovereign iffues out
Warrants to Garter, fome time before the Solemnity, to
remove the Atchievements and Plates, as ufual, and
place them in the Order fuch 'Warrants direct . Anciently
the Stall for an elect Knight, was affigned in the Com-
miffion iffued for Inftaliation, as in the cafe of Sir Henry
Inghnifc, Proctor to Sir John Faljlajf , 5 Henry V.

The reft of the Particulars to be provided againft the
Day of Inftaliation, are at the Knight 's own Charge , and
are agreeable with thofe in Perfonal Inftallations.

Proceeding to the Chajter -Houfe.

5 5 . The next thing to be confider’d , is the Proxies
Place in proceeding to the Chapter -Houfe, and this is
immediately after the Provincial KJng of Arms,  becaufe as
yet he hath not taken Polfeffion of his Principal’s Stall j
which done , it gives him a Place in his return according to
its Dignity . In this Order the Proctors of the Marquifs of
Nevpcaftle,and the Earl of Brijlol,  proceeded ( Bare-headed,)

Car. II.
And though this be the Proctor ’

s ufual Place in this
Proceeding, yet Sir Henry Sidney, Proctor to the Earl of

A a a hVar-



( 3 * 6 )
Warwick,, 5 Eli%. proceeded immediately before the ele&
Knights ; which is the only inftance of that kind.

Laftiy , the Proctor, as in the cafe of an elect Knight
pafles into the Eaft-Ifle , behind the High-Altar , as foon
as he comes within St . Georges Chappel, while the Sove¬
reign , Lieutenant , or Commiffioners, proceed into the
Chapter -Houfe, and there repofeth himfelf till he is fent
for in ; as in the cafe of the Marquifs of Nevocajlle and
Earl of Brijlol  above : But if the Proxy pafs not in the
Proceeding, he then goes privately to his Place, before
the Proceeding fets forward.

Tranfattions in the Chapter - Houfe.

It.
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§ 6 . After the Chapter is opened , the firft thing donej
is for Garter to prefent the Commiffion or Commil-
fions , which he carried in the Proceeding thither, as well
that for the Lieutenancy , fif a Lieutenant held the Feaft,)
as of Inftallation, for admitting a Proxy, the Order of
which is obferved before.

The Letters of Procuration, or Deputation, are next
read , afeer which the Proxy is fent for into the Chapter-
Houfe by Garter, who conducts him to the Door, and
there the Commiffioners, or Alfiftants , or Knights-Com-
panions , receive him . But 5 FJi %. Sir Henry Sidney ex¬
hibited his Deputation , after he was called in : Or fome-
times the Proxy produces his Deputation before the
Proceeding to the Chapter-Houfe, as Sir George Howard,
Deputy to the Earl of Bedford, did , 6 Eli%. And in fuch
cale there is no need of admitting the Proxy into the
Chapter - Houfe, but that be may ftay without, till the
Sovereign, his Lieutenant, or Commiffioners, are paft
into the Choir, and he fent for thither ; at which time
the Mantle was wont to be laid on his right Arm at the
Chapter - Honfe Door , by the Knights - Companions ap¬
pointed to introduce him.

Anciently , as loon as the Proxy was admitted into the
Chapter - Houfe, and the Letters of Procuration were read,
the Mantle of his Principal was ufualiy laid on his right
Arm by the Sovereign’s Lieutenant, or Commiffioners,
and part of it fpread on the Proxies Shoulder' , the Efcut-
cheon of St. George lying nppermoft , and the Cordons
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laid fair to be feen ; and in this manner he bore it in
the Proceeding to the Stall , where he held it till
Service was ended ; but 'tis now ordered otherwife, as
by the direction of King Charles II . that the Mantle
Ihould be born on the left Ann.

But 5 Eli{ . the Earl of tVa>wields  Proctor had the
Mantle born before him into the Choir by Garter, in the
fame manner as is ulual to Knights Perfonally inftalled ;
and not delivered him, tilt he had taken the Oath ; and
at the delivery thereof, the Words of Admonition were
pronounced by the Regifier j as it was obferved to the
Proxies of the Mat-quits of Nesvcaflle,  and the Earl of
Brijlol,  13 Car.  II.

Troceeding to the Choir•

§ 7 . The Proxy proceeds from the Chapter - Houfe
Door, between the Sovereign’s Commdfioners, ££c . But
touching the Order of this Proceeding, lo much has
already been faid , that we fhail giye but one Inftance,
Anno 6 Elizabeth.

1 . Verger.
%. Alms - Knights.
'3 . Officers of Arms.
4 . Officers of the Order.
5 . Lord Hunfdon,  Proctor to the ford Cobham.
6 . Earl of Bedford.

Ceremonies performed in the Choir.

§ 8 . The Proceeding having entered the Choir , the
Commiftioners , &c. conduct the Proxy into the lower
Stall , directly under that defigned for his Principal,
where the Reefer  reads the Words of the Oath , while
the Proxy , laying his Hand on the Book, repeats them
sfter him , and Kiffes the Book : And this Oath his De¬
putation impowers him to take , in the Name of his
Principal ; the Form of the Oath having no difference
from the Oath taken Perfonally by an elect Knight.
0 The Oath being taken in this folemn manner, the
*-roctor js led up co the Stall of his Principal, where both
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the Knight? , who conducted him into the Choir , firft
take the Mantle, and lay it on his Arm , next laying their
Hands on him , in the Name of his Lord and Matter
from whom he received his Deputation , fet him down
therein : And fo the Ceremony of Inftallation beingfully
ended, the Service of the Church begins.

If the Inttallaticn be performed in the Morning , there
is an Offering of Gold and Silver ; at which time the
Proxy in his turn comes from his Principal’s Stall, and
ftands before it, and when the Sovereign , cr the Lieu,
tenanc for him , and for himfelf, cr eife the Commif.
fioners , and the reit of the Knights-Ccmpanions prefent,
have offered , then the Proxy ( being joined to the Knight,
fitting in the eppafite Stall , if prefent at the Solemnity, and
having two Officers of Arms before them ,) proceeds to the
High Altar, and there offers both Gold and Silver ; and
then returns, and takes his Stall as the reft do. In this
manner the Earl of pparmtl£$ Proxy , joining with the
Earl of Northumberland, inftalied at the fame .time , pro¬
ceeded to the Offering, 5 El>%. As likewife the Prodor
to the Earl cf Bedford, with the Lord Hunfdon, 6 Eds',

The Ceremony of the Offering being finished,the Service
of the Church goes or , which being over, the Proceed¬
ing returns in the fame Order it came to the Chapter-
Hsufe, except , thac now the Proxy takes his Place ac¬
cording to the Dignity of his Stall. But in regard the
Statutes, exprefly declare ; That after the Proxy hath
been admitted to his Principal’s Stall , he Shall neither wear
the Mantle, nor have any Voice in Chapter , nor enter
there in the abfence of him that fent him ; fo that it was
the ancient Practice to take off the Mantle from his Arm
at the Chapter -Hcufe Doer , in his return from the Choir,
and delivered to the Verger of the Chappel, though
iometimes to the Sexton, at other times to Garter, alfo
to the B ’a :f Bpd, who haih taken it from off the Proxies
Arm, and carried it into the Charter - Houfe ; this done,
the Proxy ret .res privately cue of the Proceeding to his
Lodging.

It appears however, but by what indu’
gence is not

mentioned, that though Garter took the Mantle from
Sir Henry Sidney, 5 Eli%. at the Chapter-Houfe Doer , on
the Evening he returned fruu Installation ; yet the next

Morning
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Morning he rode in the Proceflion to the Chape ], the
Celebration of the Feaft of St . George continuir g , with
the Mantle or his right Arm j and having entered the
Choir, took his Principal's Stall , bearing likewife the
Mantle in the grand Proceflion, at the Offering of Mo¬
ney, and during Divine Service, and from the Chappel to
the Caftle to Dinner : And the like in the Afternoon of
the laid Day , he rode on Horle-back in the Proceeding
to the Chapter-Houfe Door, but there the Mantle was
taken from him, and laid within upon the Table , whilft
he retired into the Eaft- Ifle of the Chappel, and at the
riling of the Chapter, it was again delivered to him,
whence he proceeded in his Principal’s Place to the fecond
Vefpers.

Next Morning , the Lieutenant, and Ajfijlants, having
ended the Chapter , the Mantle was again laid on his
Arm , and in that manner he paffed to his Principal’s Stall,
and afterwards offered , as on the Feaft Day . The Morn¬
ing Service ended , the Lieutenant and sljjtftants returned
to the Chapter -Houfe Door , where they put off their
Mantlet, and at the fame time the Harrow of the College
receiv’d the Mantle from him.

’The Grand Dinner »

§ 9 . At Dinner the Proxy fits with the Lieutenant
or Commiffioners, and takes Place where his Principal
fhould fit if he were prelent ; and this was fo obierved
at the Inftallation of the Earl of hVarmck* 5 Elit' .

The Stile of the Knight inftailed by Proxy, is pro¬
claimed in French, or Engli/h, in the ufual Form and
Place, as 2,5Hen. VIII . at the Inftallationsof the Earls of
Beaumont  and 'Newblanke, by their Proxies $ for they were
Knight-Subjects, though r.ot to the Sovereign, and there¬
fore not improper to be made ufe of as an Inftance.
To conclude , the Prodtor is to take care that the At-
chievements and Plate of his Principal are fet up in their
proper Places , which appears not only from the ancient
Letters of Procuration, but alfo by Commiffions of lr -j
ftallation , which appoint that the Sovereign’s Deputy
ftiould receive from the Prodtor his Principal’s Helm and
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Sword, (for there is no mention of the Banner till afwards,) and place it over his Stall. ter'

CAP . XIV.
The Signification of Election to Strangers.

Within what time, and in what manner , Certificateis made of their Election.

5 i , T "N regard that Strangers eled , are for the moftI part Sovereign Princes, whofe Affairs obligedthem to abide in their own Dominions, and
very rarely permitted them to receive Perfonal Inftallation,it was thought fit to allow them feveral Privileges , by theFounder of this moft Noble Order, and principally , thatof giving previous and timely Notice of their Eledions,and convenient time of confederation for Acceptance;
affording Inveftiture in their own Countries, and permit¬ting their Installations to be performed at Wind]or by theirProxies or Deputies.

It was therefore by the Statutes ordained : That when
any fuch fhould be cholen into the Order, they (hould betcertified of their Eledions by the Sovereign ; and belides,that , at his Charge, the Garter fhould be fent over to them,with the Mantle and Statutes of the Order, Sealed withthe common Seal ; fo that they might have notice, atieaft within four Months from the time of Eledion , to theend they might advife and determine with themfelves,from the Tenor cf the Statutes, whether they would re¬ceive the Honour of this moft Noble Order ,In Purfuance of thefe Diredions , it became cu {ternaryfor the Sovereign, when he fent his Letters , to fend alfo,and that by way of fclemn Embaffy, the Habit and

Enfigns or the Order, with a Book of the Statutes ; and in
cale the Eledion were accepted, Inveftiture might be re¬
ceived before the return of tfce Perfons, by whom the
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