
( 525 )
CHAP . IX.

fiiji j i TT | 7E come iiow to treat of the Election of
ilfcf V V a Knight into the Order, according to
6i, j the Statutes of Inftitution , which Or-

^insj That whenfoever any Knight - Companion hap-

tlm ( 'who were able to come '
) to meet him -within Jix Weeks

% afttrfrch Notice, in -what convenient Place foever he pleafed to
><ft ajffn for the EleBing a new Companion into the Society. Thus
3®t' did the Law of this Moft Noble Order , in cafe of Death,
JAi and to prevent Vacancies , at firft provide ; wherewith
nents, ^  evidently find the Pradlice of elder Times did pun-
-fn dually concur : For as foon as Garter , in Difchargeof
W his Duty, had made Certificate to the Sovereign of a
over Knight-Companion

’s Deceafe , or otherwife to the Re-
iofi gifler of the Order, all fitting Diligence was ufed to

fill up the vacant Stall , within the Space limited by this
Statute, or immediately after , and for the quicker Dif-

iBq patch,Lettersof Summons were iffued to the Knights-
rtBtt Companions , to give perfonal Attendance atthe Eleifion.
jJfc' In an ancient one upon the Death of Sir Henry Fiti Hugh,

Knight-Companion, Temp . Henry V . thefe particulars
were no lefs purfuant to the Statutes , than worthy Ob-

Aao “ L The Day whereon the defunft Knight -Compa-
r®;

11n'°n died is therein fet down.
*T ' " K Diredlion is given for celebrating Mafles , ac-
iisiti

“
cording to the Tenor of the Statutes,

bdj
! “ III. Intimation that a Stall is become void by the

A " Knight’s Deceafe.
th,a»

^
“

 IV . The Law of the Order vouched , which ap-
I u

?» 'nts an Eleftion of another Knight within fix
I 1( f

We«ks after Certificate made of the Death of the
former , to avoid as much as may be an interval in
Succeffion.

fe, pens to depart this Life , The Sovereign ( or his Deputy)
*i ; ajtt r certain Notice had thereof , Jhould forthwith by his Let-
1®®! ttrs, Summon all the Knights-Compan

'tons then within the

idmitfcrvation.

Q. V . The
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“ V . The Sovereign ’s Power afferted where he fP“ Caufe to Prorogue the Election .

fS
“ VI . An Injun & ion to attend perfonally at the £

leflion , under a Penalty exprefs’d in the Statutes.
“ VII. The Day , Place, and Hour for Appearance ij“ with certainty appointed , to the End all might Ac.“ commodate themfolves to be prefont.
“ VIII . The End of coming is mention ’d with full“ Difpofition and Preparation to perform what the St*.

M tv.tes in this Cafe requir
'd.

“ IX . Laftly , Direction is there given to the Knight“ fummoned , that in cafe his coming to the Chapter was
4 ‘ impeded, he fhould certifie the Reafon of hisDefault

againft the time of his Appearance, of the Validity“ whereof the Sovereign was to be foie Umpire.

And generally of thefe Topicks , and to this Purport
were the Letters of Summons in fucceeding times com-
poled.

The  before -mention ’d Branch of the Statutes of In-
ftitution hath been fufficiently enforced by Incorpora¬
ting it into the Statutes , temp. H. V. and H. VIII . nor
hath it fince undergone any Alteration ; howbeitfome
further Addition and Explanation were annexed to
them , a i Joe. I . at a Chapter held at Windfor the 24th
of April that year , where it was decreed , That the So¬
vereign being advertifed of the Death of a Knight -Companion,
the Knights -Companions remaining at Court Jhould move him
to declare his Pleafure whether h : would that Letters Jhould he

fent to all the Knight s-Companions within the Realm to attend
his Per [on for the Choice of a new Knight , at a Day by thefad
Sovereign appointed , according to the ancient Statutes of the
Order , or be pleas

'd to defer the EleSlion until the Feafi of St.

George , at what time Elections have been mofl tifualy made ',
and according as he refolv

'din what Place it fhould he, f it

cught (by Letters directed to the Knights - Compamons
within the Realm) to hi made ktinwn unto them.

This Deferring , or Prorogation of the Election, was
no new thing , tho ’ not ind ulged by the Statutes, orde¬
clared Law , before this 21 Jac. 1 . as is evident by the
Letter of Summons font after the Death of Sir
D'Umf-cvil, Knight Companion , temp. H. 4 . whereinN°"
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tice is taken of the Limitation given by the Statutes , af¬
terCertificate of Death, viz. Six Weeks ,within the Space
whereofa new Eledion was to commence 5 yet where a
Chapterfor Eledion could not conveniently be fummo-
ned within that limited Time , it was fufficient if the
Soveraign declared as he did in the faid Placart and
entered in the Black Book , That being then involved in
ether Bufaefs, he could not well attend this Affair , and there¬
fore drferr ’a the timefor Eleftton, unto the Eve of St. George
mxt following.

But of later Date , this formal Way of Summons by
Letter, hath been difcontinued , and only remained to
fuch as are remote , and warned only by a verbal Meflagc.
Forthe Chancellor of the Order having confulted the
Soveraign

’s Pleafure , as to the Day and Place , ufually
acquaints Gartertherewith , who thereupon goes imme¬
diately to the Knights Companions then at Court , and
defires their Attendance at the Chapter , according to the
Soveraian’s Defignation.

And here it is to be remarked , that no Knight Elect
ought to be fummoned to a Chapter of Eledion , or are
rendered fufficient of giving their Votes therein , until
they be compleatly inftalled , either in Perfon , or by
Proxy . Nor indeed did any Neceffity intervene , or re¬
quire it till the late rebellious times , when the Callle of
W

'
mdfor being Garrifon ’d by the Parliament ’s Forces , it

Wasnotpoffiblefor the Duke of Yorh_  and Prince Rupert,
to take Pofleffion of their Stalls , as the Law of the Or¬
der enjoined . Therefore the then Soveraign , whofe
Right it is, did, x 7 Jan. 1644 , difpenfe with their In-
ftallations in St . George

's Chapel , for the prelent , and
mvefted them with the Privileges of the Order , among
which the Power of voting in Chapter , was one : Pro-

j
V)ded thofe Princes Ihould firft take the Oath given at

Rations , ar|d afterwards perform the accuftomed
Ceremonies , fo foon as it Ihould be thought convenient,

the Caftle was reftored to the Pofleffion of his Ma-
f T compliance to which Provifo they both then
P°k the Oath, and on the Eve of the firft Feaft of

j after the Reftoraticn , the Duke was inftalled5
° n the Eve of the fecond Feaft , 15 Car. a . by the

Qz Earl*



( 228 )
Earls of Northumberland and Berlg-Jhire ; and the Prince bthe Duke of Albemarle and Earlof Lindjty . ^

$ . _a . The Place of EleBion .
'
] But  at what time foever

? of Elea ion is purpofed , the fame oughtthe Ceremony oi Election is purpoieci , the lame oughtto be Celebrated in Chapter , ( for fois the Aflemblyofthe Sovereign and Knights -Companions call ’d, whereor whenfoever conven ’d ) whether at the Solemnity 0fSt . George
' s Feaft , the ordinary or mofl accuftom ’d Time

or - on other Days fpecially fet apart by the Sovereign •
and when the Sovereign thinks fitting in the Interval
of Feafts , to eleft any Foreign Prince or other Perfon,
Stranger or Subjeff , he often t ran faels it in peculiar
Chapters called to that purpofe , and then appoints both
Day and Place , haying that Prerogative . Some few
Examples bothi of priffine , and of late Time , make it
manifeft and apparent.

V

if
■S'?
(0

(A

Place. Day and Year . Knights elefled.

i . Sign of the Ltm ~
\

. in Brentford f
Jtdy  it.
24 H . 6.

~Alb . de VapjuesDalmt.
dea, E . of Averemit,

iLord Beauchamp.
Lord Ho0.

Her*
irdeb

IjS®

iisf
sile, *

a . Sov.Bed- Cham - 7
berat Wejiminjier 3

Nov.  27.
25 H . 6. | Sir FrancisSurreym.

5 . London, within^
the Bifhops Pa¬
lace.

Feb
'
. 8th.

3 9 ft 6-

Richard E . of Warwick.
5 LordBonvile.

4 . Tower of Lon -
~
p

don.  J
Augufl 8 .
14 Ed. 4.

?
5 . Star - Chamber.

6. Sovereign ’sBed-
'iChamber in the(
1 Wardrobe , Lon-
; don.

May 15th,
I 5 Ed. 4.

j  Sir Thomas Kyriel.
(  Sir John Wenlock.
G . Ubaldut,D. 0flW»

i LI. Percy , E . of North ,
CEdward Pr . of Wales.

■< Richard Duke of York.
( T . Grey, Mar . of Dorfet.

lira t
si’J
iht
fttk
ft ml

Uls
iU.

lint

Febr. 10 .
19 E. 4.

) Ferdinand, K . of Spain.
) Hercules, D . ofFtt ■̂<̂n,■

Greeti 'ivith, July  14 . 15 H. 8 . Lord Fere•en.
Sfffllt
liifct
fetrei

Place.
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pjaCe , Day and Year. Knights elected.

{S, Calais,

j), Hatnpton-
Court.

10. !findfor.

} OB. 27 th. fA. yiontmor. E . Beamon m
24 H. 8 . Q P . Chabot, E . of Newbl'

} Jan.  9 th . fEdivard Seymour , Earl
32 H. 8 . (_ of Hertford.

} Aug. 6. 1 C7- ( Emanuel  Duke ofSa-
2 i 'h. & Mar. (_ voy.

II , Whitehall.

1: . fro't

^ JcE 8 th . $ John Caftmtre , Count
J 20 Elk.  t Palatine of the Rhine.

Sej>t. 12 . nf Car. I . Thomas Earl of Strafford.

'Offii But for the moft Part fince the Beginning of Queen
mjk fliiabtth

’
s Reign, Whitehall , the Sovereign ’s almoft con-

ftant Court and Abode , hath been the ufual Place
wliereunto all the Knights Companions have been fpe-

“*• cially Summon ’d , and peculiar Chapters aflembl’d for
tidslm Election in the Intervals between the Vacancy and Sr.
Iwwi Cfwgf

’s Feaft. However , while King Charles  II . was in
«»}■ Exile , and wanted the compleat Number of Knights to

conftitute a full Chapter , he was neceffitated not only to
difpence with the Ceremony of Election in Chapter , but
alfo in fupplying the Defed of a Scrutiny , by making

f/fcs own Election 3 yet after his Refloration , Whitehall
1 recover’d her wonted Honour , and April  the ill . 13

;,jJ, j bar.  H , at a Chapter call’d and held in the Bed-Chamber

j([j., j there, the Duke of Richmond, the Earls of Lindfey, Man-

o0
‘ e^ er> ant^Strafford were eleded.

if Norti
0 i-
£ofb
.ofBff

(
A
.oW

(#

f. 3 . In the next Place we are to confider what Num-
her of Knights -Companions ought to be affembl’d to
®ahe up a compleat Chapter of Eledion.

By the Statutes, there /hould be Six in Number at
the leaft, befides the Sovereign or his Deputy 3 the
due obfervance of which hath been fo find formerly,
that Eledionshave been deferr ’d where Chapters have
been deficient in that Number 3 for Proof of which , the
Duke of Gloucefter, Ann. 9 Hen. VI . then Deputy to the
overeign (at that Time in Trance) for Celebrating the
call of St . Georye at Windfor , forbore to proceed to E-

Q _3 ledion,
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ledlion , becatife the Number of Knights- Companions tjicriajjembled was left than the Statutes requir ’d. And Ann. ijHen. V . no Election was Solemniz ’d , tho ’ one Stall wasvoid by the Death of the Lord Clifford, and probablyfor that reafon 5 for the Earl of Bedford, then the Sove¬reign ’s Deputy , had but three Knights prefent with him.Ann. 22 ., or rather 23 . Humphry Duke of Bueps beingdeputed to celebrate the Feaft of St . George at Windfir,altho ’ there was at that Time four Stalls vacant, ye|did no Nomination pafs j one reafon , hecaufe there «not prefent a fufficient Number to compleat the EleUion. S 0when the fame King celebrated the Grand Feaft per.fonally at Windfor, Anno 31 . Eegn

't fui, having but three
Knights attending him thereat , the Election was Pro¬
rogu ’d for the very fame Reafon j inlike manner 32 , 33and 34 Hen. VI. the Elections were retarded , for at thefirft of them there were prefent but two Knights-Com-
panions , betides the Sovereign ’s Deputy ; and at theTwo laft -but four , betides the Sovereign, tho ’ the Re-
gifirum Cartaceum , Ann. 33 . names five by adding the
Duke ofSomerfet. At the Feaft of St. Gco,ge celebratedat Windfor , A. D. 1471 . Temp. Edw. IV. the Sovereignfully refolving to Conftitute an Election , and havingbut five Knights -Companions prefent , Calys, Purfuivant
at Arms, was difpatch ’d to London for Sir John Afiley to
repair thither and compleat the Chapter , rather than
violate the Laws of the Order . January the 31ft. at
Car. II . being defign

’d for the Election of Chrijlopher Duke
of Albemarle, and there being Conven’d but five Knightsat the Chapter , the Election was put off ’till the Third
of February following , at which Time a proportionableNumber of Knights being prefent , his Election receiv’d
their Approbation.
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5. +. Yet in cafes of Neceffity only , and to illuftrate
the Power and Prerogative of the Sovereigns, where
the Exigency requires it , tho ’ not to be made ufe of
where there is a poffibility to perform the Rules and
Injunctions of the Statutes , the Sovereigns for divers
Reafons , have been induced to difpence with this
Branch of the Statute for want of a plenary Numberto
compleat a Chapter . And the firft Liberty obfervdr 1
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herein * was made ufe of by King Henry VIII . Ann. z6.

%eom fat, who upon the Death of the Lord Montjoy, very

fpeedily affembl’d a Chapter at Whitehall, where no

more than frve Knights -Companions being prelent , the

Abfence of the reft were excus’d by fpecial Grace and

Favour, and the InjunBion of the Statute (as the Annals

fubjoin) concerning the Number of Nominators, were by the

fame Clemency difpenc ’d with , becaufe of the Exigency
ofthe Time and Place, and immediately upon taking a

Scrutiny, James V. King of Scotland was defied into

the Fellowlhip of this illuftrious Order , but from

that Time tQ tne Rebellion, there occurs not any thing
ofthis Nature; but the Wickednefs ef thofe Days created

new Exigencies and Projections , which occafion’d, or

rather inforc’d the Sovereign , King Charles I, moil un¬

willinglyto awaken and roufe up this dormant Preroga¬
tive, which he put in Execution at a Chapter purpofely
aflembl ’d for the Election of Thomas Earl of Strafford,
heldat the City of Y'orlg the 12 th of September, 16 Car. I.

whereat that Time and Place he difpenc ’d with the

Defect of Number of Six Knights -Companions , having
then with him Four only , fome of the reft being engag

’d

in his Service againft the Scots.
Afterwards when feveral of the Knights -Compa¬

nions fo much adhered to the Long Parliament, that all

Summons were ineffectual to draw them to their At¬

tendance upon their Sovereign , tho ’ but to celebrate the

Grand Feftival of their Patron (much lefs to the com-

pleating Chapters of Eleftion ) to which they were

obliged by the Oath taken at their Inftallment , the So¬

vereign was eonftrain ’d to extend further his Supreme
Authority ; and thereupon at the Feaft of St . George, ce¬
lebrated at York, the 18th , 19th and 20th of April, Ann.
18 . Regnifui, in a Chapter held on the Eve ofthe laid
Feaftby himfelfand but four other Knights Companions,
It Was Order’d, That Letters of DifpenfationJhould he drawn-

upfor the infuffeient Number (as wanting Six Knights)
to hold a Chapter of EleBton , and for Authorising the Knights
then prefent to deliverin their Votes according to Cuflom in other

Scrutinies , that fo the Sovereign might proceed to the EleBion

dftgo 'd. By vertue of which Difpenlation , the Duke

0 .4 of
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of York,  and Prince Rupert were defied Fellows of tkinoble Society . s

The like Difpenfation was made at Oxford upon thead of March, Anno 20 . Car. I . there being but fiveKnights -Companions prefent with the Sovereign 5 a{which Chapter , William Prince of Orange, and BernarddeFoix, Duke of Efpernon, were defied.
Last of all , in reference to the holding three feveralChapters preparatory to the Feafl of St . George, andgrand Inflallation celebrated at Windfor the 1 5th, itfthand 17th of April, 13 . Car. II (one of which Chapterswas held for the Eleflion of Four Knights , and to de¬liberate with the furviving Knights -Companions) theSovereign was pleas’d the 2.9th of March preceeding , topafs the like Difpenfation under the Signet of the Orderand his own Sign Manual, for this defefl 5 and therebymade thofe three Chapters as legal as if the Number ofKnights - Companions had been compleat.

5 . We are now arriv ’d at opening the Chapter,whereinto neither the Sovereign , nor any of theKnights*Companions are to be admitted without the Ornament,both their Mantles and Garters , as the Statutes ordain,and the Law is Hill in force, tho ’ the Chapter hath beenaflhmbl ’d elfewhere than at Windfor. As for inftance,one call’d at Wkitehall for the Eleflion of John CountPalatine of the Rhine, Anno 20 . Elk. the Earl of Hunting¬don, and the Lord Grey of Wilton, not having theirMantles then at Court , were not permitted to enter in¬to the Chapter to give their Votes.
King Charles I . determining to call a Chapter for

elefling the forefaid Thomas Earl of Strafford at York,where neither he nor any of the Knights -Companionsthen attending his Perfon , had the Robes of the Orderwith them ; and taking into his Royal Conlideration,the Statutes now mention ’d, did by his Authority, as
Sovereign of the Order , difpence with thofe Knightsthen prefent for coming ijito the Chapter without theirMantles.

After warp , upon other Emergencies that ow’d
their Origin to the late Rebellion , the Sovereign did
the like in fome fubfequent Chapters held at Oxford.
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After the Refloration , a Difpenfation palled the

Signet of the Order , dated the icth of January , iz

Car. II . (the Great Seal being under the Hand of the

Graver but not finifh’d ) He was neceffitated to make
ufe of his Supreme Authority for holding a Chapter the
14th of January following , in regard the Knights -Com¬
panions then in being were not as yet provided of new
Robes.

Presuming then , that a full Number of Knights,

(in Obedienceto their Summons) are attending their
Sovereignhabited in their Mantles and Garters , and
entredinto the Chapter - Houfe at Windjor , or other
Placeappointed for this Aflembly, the Sovereign having
taken hisSeat at the upper End of the Table , and given
leaveto the Knights -Companions to fit, the Occafion
oftheirbeing call ’d together is firfl declar’d either by
theSovereign himfelf , or the Chancellor of the Order
by hisCommand.

The next thing in Courfe , is to exhibit to the Sove¬

reign Information of all the vacant Stalls 5 and if the
Sovereign chance to be in Foreign Parts , an Information
oughttobe tranfmitted to him by his Dep uty or Lieu¬
tenant ; but if in England, and prefent in the Chapter,
then to be prefented him by the Chancellor , or in his
Abfence by the Regiller , or other Officer of the Order,

After this they fingly debate how the Place of the
defunft Knight Hiall be fupply ’d,and fometimes (where
two or more Stalls are found void ) whether they Ihall
be all fill 'd up at that time , or if not , how many Knights
Ihall be elefted pro hac vice.

But when the Scrutiny is intended to be taken in the
Choirof St . George

’s Chapel at Windfor , thefe or the like
particulars ( referring to Election ) are commonly con-
fider’d ofon the Feaft -Day in the Chapter held imme¬
diatelybefore Vefpers, wherein it is mail ufually order ’d,
That the Scrutiny Ihall be taken in the Chapel that fol¬
lowing Afternoon. And fo it was decreed on St. George

’s
Anno 5 . Edit -. VI . viz. That the EleBions oj Knights

fiould he takyn that Even-fong in the Chapel.
. Ĵ HIS being effedled , the Chancellor begins to col-
ed the Knights-Companions Votes , and this is fre¬

quently term’d the taking the Scrutiny : For the ampler
View
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View of the Nature of which Action and Ceremony , wc
fhall proceed to certain Confederationspreparatorythere¬
unto , beginning with what concerns the Nominationof
the Perfons to be propofed to the Election.

g . tf . And firft,That Knights -Companions only prefcnt
in Chapter , have the foie Right inherent in themfelves,
to nominate and propofe Perfons to the Sovereign ’

s £.
leCtion , confentaneous to the Bodies of the Statutes,
that even from the Inftitution of this Moft Noble Order,
it hath not ever fuffer’d any deviations.

It is worthy of Remark , that Anno  2 6. Elk. the
Feaft of St . George being Celebrated at Greenwich, the
Earl of Warwick, and Lord Burleigh were feized with s
Fit of the Gout , upon the Feaft Day, which retarded
them from Evening Prayer , whilft the Scrutiny was ta-
ken ; whereupon we find their Indifpofition of Body,
and Abfence,noted in that Scrutiny,where their Nomina-
tionsfhould elfe have been fet down,had they been pre-
fent . And upon the fame Occafion was what Hebert Cook,
Efq ; Clarenceux, King at Arms, informs us, That as for
thofe Knights Companions who happen to he ahfent when the
Scrutiny is taken , altho ’ this Abfence is occajioned by Ac¬
cident of Sicknefs, or with the Soveraign’s Licence, ne-
verthelefs , in regard of this their Ahfence at that very
time , their Votes may not he received.

Thofe Knights Companions that come late to the
Chapter , forfeit likewise the Privilege of giving their
Votes for that time , which fo happened to PrinceRupert,
and the Earl of Strafford, at the Chapter held for the Ele¬
ction of James Duke of Monmouth , in the Privy Cham¬
ber o.t Whitehall, 29 Mar. 166 ^ .
Altho ’ none of theabfentKmghts -Companions cangive

a Proxy to vote , or otherwife fend their Suffrages into
the Chapter or Chapel , there to pafs in Nomination;
yet formerly , circa temp. H. 5 . e?- H. 6. when divers of
the Knights Companions were frequently employed in
the Wars of France, and confequently fo fixed to their
Commands, that they could not perfonally attend the
Feaft of St . George at Windfor, it was ufual for the Com¬
mander there in Chief , with Confent of thofe Knights
Companions , to make a formal Certificate , or Prefent-
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tnent (but not to pafs it by way of Nomination or Vote,
for that the Law of the Order did not permit ) to the
Sovereign , or his Lieutenant and Knights Companions
aflembled at the Feaft , of fuch Perfons famous for mar¬
tial Valour and .Virtue , with an Account of their gallant
Ads and Achievements , (attefled by other Perfons of
Honour ) as were at that time , and in that Kingdom , in
the Sovereign’s Service, and feemed worthy Candidates
for the Honour of the EleCtion, to the intent victorious
and brave Perfons might be preferr ’d to fo noble and
fublime a Poll ; an Example whereof we find preferved
by the Induftrious and Learned Dugdale.

<( A/fY Lord the Due of Bedford remembreth , as by the
Statutes of the Order of the Gartre,the EleCtion

“ ofthe Stalls voyde . He faith in the Voyc of theBrethren,
“ and of the Fellowfhip , beyng at the tyme of the Feft,
“ in the Prefence of the Soverain or hys Deputy ; that
“ thinkyth to my faid Lord , that for hys Acquital to
“ Knighthood , that fytteth hym to give in Knowledge
“ to the Kyng Soverain of the Ordre , and to his Fel-
“ lowfhip of the fame Ordre , the great Honours of the
“ notable Knights , that from tyme to tyme exereyfeth,
“ and have exereyfed in Knighthood ; and efpecially
“ in the Service of their Soverain Lord . And of fuch
“ notable Knyghts as my Lord of Bedford, for the tyme
“ remembreth him of, he hath by the Advyce of them
“ of the Fellowfhip of the Ordre , being now in France,
“ >n the Kyngs Service, and givyng in charge to the
“ faid Garter Kyng of Arms, of the Ordre , to fhew
“ theyr Names to the Kyng , and to expound Part of
“ theyr Deeds, Acts , and of theyr Worthynefs . Firft
“ expofe the Honour of Sir John Radeclyjf that hath
“ contynowed all the tyme of the victorious Kyng that
“ laft dyed , whom Chrifte abfolve , at the firft lan-
“ ding of hym, at Qu

'
tes de Caux, where the fayd Radeclyjf“ receyved the Order of a Knyght,and after contynowed“ the Siege of Hareflew. And after with my Lord of Ex-

“ cejler at the Battaile of Fallemont, and of Quies de Caux.
“ And alfo fithen thedeth of the fayd victorious Kyng,
“ Radeclyjf being Senefchall of Cuyen, hath brought by“ hys Labour in Knyghthood to hys Soveraign Lord ’s

“ obeyfance,



( 2 3 6 )' * obeyfance within the Duchie of Guytn many dyverfc‘ ‘ Cities, Towns and Fortreffes . And in efpecialde-ferved great and notable merits at the Siege of the‘ City of Bazates, whych Siege was accorded, appointed‘ and fet day of Battaile and of Refcous,the whych day‘ ‘ was kept and houlden with great powefon bothSydes,‘‘ and under Banners difplayed , theEnemyes doubtyng‘ ‘ to fyght wyth Radeclyjf required hym of apoyntment“ they to depart under faufe conduct from the faid“ Field , the whych faufe conduit he graunted them
for the term of eight days, like as they required the‘‘ honour and emprufe relied in the faid Radeclyff, and“ to hys hygh meryte , for incontynent followyrig was“ delyvered to hym , the reddyffion and poffeffion of“ the fayd Cytty of Bazates. And alfo the fayd Rade-

“ c!yjfwa .s at the Battaile of Affncouert, and hath com“ tynowed and exercyfed the Armys the Space of“ xxviij Wynters unreproched . And in the tyme ofhis“ Efquierhood was at the Battaile of Shrewsburyand at“ the Journey of Husks wyth the Lord Grey at the dif-“ comfitureand taking of Owenfon.

Syr Thomas Ramflon, Syr Robert Harlyng,
Syr RauffButler, Syr Gilbert Halfall,
Syr TEiUiam Oldegally

“ Item, My Lord the Due of Bedford befeecheththc“ Kyng Soveraign of the Order to have alfo for re-“ commendyd to his good grace and highneffe other“ ofhis Subjeils and Servants now being in hys Ser-“ vice in the Realme of France, whych hath done“ and yet doth take great payne by their knyghtly“ labour dayly to ferve the merite of worthynefs“ and prowefs , as Syr Robert Hungerford , Syr
“ Thomas Beamont, Syr John Popeham, Syr Nicholas Bur-
“ det, Syr Rauff Nevdl, Syr Edward TVyver, Syr 5^ ®
“ R obefart, Syr Tyre Robe fart, Syr William . Bretton, Syr
“ Thomas Kynglhm, Syr Richard Hankford, and dyverfc“ other.

But left it may be fuppos ’d by fome , that the
Knights -Companions prefent in Chapter , can
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( 2 37 )
eleafures nominate or propofe to el eft fuch Perfons as

fhey deem meet, fo they be qualify ’d according to the

Statutes , this Privilege is to be underftood of Knights
Subjefts only : For in all Cafesconcerning Strangers , the
Sovereign doth but barely grant them Sufferance, and

maydireff and confine the Knights -Companions to the
domination of fuch as he at any time intends to Honour
with Eleflion, which Prerogative was particularly Affer-
Icd , 31Eli*» and 3 Car. I.

In the Firft of thefe Inftances, the Blue Book, of the
Order recordeth , That at a Chapter held immediately
before Vefpers on St . George

’s Day, the Earl of Huntingdon,
then Lieutenant for the Sovereign , made known to the

Knights-Companions, That the Sovereign did permit them,
nr leave it to their Pleafure to chufe into the Order whatfoever

foreign Prince they Jhould by their Votes approve of.
Here we have two Points that offer themfelves to

our Confideration . Firft, That the Knights -Companions
have not the Liberty to nominate what Foreign Prince
theypleafe, but the fame is derivative from the Sove¬
reign , and only by his Permiffion . Secondly, To weigh
the Paragraph well , that Nominare ought to be ren¬
der’d or underftood here by the Word Eligere, and that
the Power delegated to the Knights -Companions from
the Sovereign, was only to nominate , noteledl ; For it
immediately follows , That the Knights-Companions went

from the Chapter to the Second Vefpers , and while the Divine

Officesvcere celebrating , the Prelate receiv ’d their Nominations,
and that very Evening the Lieutenant prefented them to the

Sovereign for her to confider of 3 which had been infignifi-
Cant and ufelefs, if the Knights -Companions had been
impower’d by her Licence to have made the Choice
themfelves . But the contrary is evident ; for the next
Morning , all the Knights -Companions attending the
Sovereign in Chapter , fhe herfelf confirm’d there the
Eleflion not of any Foreign Prince , but of the Earl of
Suffix, and the Lord Buckfurft.

In the other Inftance , Jnno 3 Car.  I . the Sovereign in
a Chapter held before Vefpers on St . George

’s Day, fig-
nify’d it to be his Pleafure (Three Stalls being then
vacant) that out ofForeign Prince,s, the Nomination ofwhom,
(faith the Annals in that very Place) belongs only to the

Sovereign,



( 2 3 8 )
Sovereign, j . e. The Sovereign has the Prerogative to <preel the Knights-Companions to name, or impofeuponthem the Nomination offuch Foreign Princehepleaieththey, the Knights-Companions, ihould pitch up0n •which muft undoubtedly be underflood to Nominateor enter down into the Scrutiny, (not ele£t) Gujia^
Jdolphtts, King of Sweden, and Henry Prince of Oraxgt,For a little after , it is evident, when the Scrutiny ^prefented to the Sovereign, that h.imfelf, not thsKnights- Companions, made Election of them.

And it is further manifeft , by the Scrutiny therein,ferted , that both thofe Princes were named by everyof the Knights- Companionsthen prefent, according tothe Sovereign’s fignification (which has been ufuallydone at all other Times upon the like Occaiions.) But
concerning the third Perfon then to be Elefted, the
Sovereign, (intending him to be a Knight-Subject ) leftit entirely to their Pleafure to Nominate whomfoevet
they thought worthy of their Votes. Since this Time,the Nominations in like Cafes, have been fufficientlyacknowledg’d by the Knights-Companionsthemielves,to be a Prerogativebelonging fblely to the Sovereign,For to the End they might more expeditioufly and
clearly fhew their Compliance, it was moved in aChap¬ter held at Oxford , March the ad. 19 Car. I . That it mightbecome a Ctijlom for the Sovereign to declare before-hand,whether he would eleB any Foreign prince, and whom, that fothe Knights-Companions might be there to name him in the
Scrutiny.
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5. 7. Another Confideration in our Progrefs towards itmiisthe Ail of Election, is appertaining to the Number,
Qualifications and Dignities of the Perfonsnominated , ^which may be more confpicuouflyrefolved from another 1 jW!Branch of the before-men tion’d Article, viz. That every I 1);one of the Knights-Companions prefent at the Election
ihould nominate for h imfelf nine very fufficient Perfons,whom he ihould judge free from all Reproach and Lt^Scandal , whether Subje&s to the Sovereign, or Fo-
signers , Provided they are known not to Favour or ierninpAbet any Party at enmity with him 5 that is to fay, jtotfothree Earls , or others of higher Degree, three Barons, ii- n

and ;
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jnd three Knights . Wherein the Things chiefly ob-

fervable, we rank under five Heads.

For the Firft of thefe , their Number . Every Knight-

Companion affembl ’d in Chapter , is injoin ’d to name

Nine, neither more nor lefs . So alio faith King Henry V ’s

Statutes. Nor are King Henry Vlllth ’s. any ways diflo-

nant . And in this particular , the Statutes have been

hithertoinviolably obferved , except in one Cafe. As to
Numbers, and the Myfteries wrapt up in them , we fhall

not further infill upon . But why our Royal Founder

fele&ed this particular Number above all other , unlefs
he had fome Eye, and tacit Refle&ion on the Nine
Worthies , or a treble threefold Cord and Symbol of

perfeflStability and folid Amity, the Number Nine is
accountedto fignifie, can with no great Facility or
Certaintybe decypher ’d.

As to the Second Point , they ought to be of un-

fpotted Character . The Injunction in the Statutes of

lnftitution takes Order , that the Perfons defigned for

Election , fhould be free from all Reproach, and of untaint-

and according to thofe of King Henry V-
iepntation j _

are to be tie beji andmoji fujfcient Knights , and freeft from

Reproach. To the fame purpofe the Exemplar in the

Black-Book , Such as are fittejl, and whom they who

Nominate Relieve to be free from Ignominy and Dishonour.
And to this Act of Nomination belongs part of the

Second Article in Henry VHIth ’s Statutes , That no

Knight -Companionfhould name any Perfon whom he thinks or

efteems in his Conference to have upon him any Spot of Reproach . .
But on the Contrary in another Place of the fame Sta¬

tutes it is Provided , That they be nominated and pro-
pofed out of the Number of the mojl worthy and feleB
Knights.

How tender the Knights -Companions were in prl-
fline Times of infringing this particular , is proved
from a notable Paflage which happen

’d Ann. 39 Hen. VI.
at a Scrutiny taken the 8th of February, in the Bifhop of
London's Palace , where John de Foix Earl of Kendal, a

Gafcoigner  by birth , (which makes the Example more
eminent, that a Stranger fhould have fo great Regard
to the Honour of the Order ) not being acquainted with
the Quality and Merit of Knights and Honourable Per-



( 24° )
foils amongft us fo well and demonftrably as to fio^ inate fuch whom he was confident were irreprehenfible"forbore to mention any Perfons at all. And certainlyfeeing the Statutes put very confiderable Qualificationsupon the Deputies and Proxies* made choice for theInftallation of Strangers (as elfewhere Ihown)more Caution and Regard ought to be ufed both in theNomination and Eledlion of Knights into this radiantand illuftrious Society.

The third Head the Statutes render indifferentlycapable of being nominated or eledled, either KnightsSubjects , or Strangers , [Free Princes or their Subjects .]And it was fo even at the Election upon the firftChoice,where among the Twenty five Eiefted Knights,Twentythree of them were Subjefts . And this was the conftantCuftom not only in the remaining Part of the Founders
Reign , and during thofe of his three Succeflors , buthas continued ever fince, as appears from the Scrutiniestaken and entred throughout the Annals of the Order.Of thofe who have gain ’d admiifion into this NobleOrder by EleHion , we fhall in the laft Chapter give anAccount in a compleat Catalogue of them , and likewifeinfert the Names of fuch as have miffed their Election,
yet are not to be buried in Oblivion,out of this very re-fpe£t , that by their {landing Candidates , have theFame of being enrolled in the Principal Regifler ofHonour now in the Chrillian World . It cannot he
fuppofed we fhould give a Lift of all, (for that were aTask too laborious , and wou’d prove too numerous) but
only of thofe of eminent Quality in foreign Parts , withthe Mra. when the Scrutinies were taken*

A CATALOGUE of fome Strangers -who have km
nominated., but not eleBed.

Eamhrith de Tf̂ aljey 7
Johannes de Voynada 5
Francifcm Sforza, Dux Mediolani
Francifcut fecundus , Dux Britannia
Henricm quartus,Rex Lefonts StCaJiil.Matthias Corvinus, Rex Hungaria
Fndericm  fecundus , Dux Jujiria

€
sir

jjfi1

U0

bus/-
fta#

iW

tfU
m

tinm

W:
Irk
?,is
-top
^ If;;

z 5Hen . 6.
28 Hen . 6i
13,14,15,42 E. F
14 Ed. 4.
19 , zz Ed. 4-
22 £ . 4. 1 K* ?• .

Ph1-
iC



( m )
philippM quartus , Dux Burgundi*
francifitu Maria, Dux Urbini
UladijlaMfecundus , Rex Hungari*
Qffijiiauuf fecundus , Rex Dani*
Dux Barry*  _
Comes Galaci*
JlfonfmDax Ferrari*
ludovicw fecunaus , Rex Hungarice
UnximilianmSforta, Dux Mediolani

h®}| hianhio Pefcar*
Johannes tertius , Rex Portugalli*

iilljjl! _ Marcbio Mantua
Carotin Burbonm, Dux Fandojme
GuMmtts Dux Clivenjts

coni, - Dux Bavaria
>undaDuxdlv*

dux Medina Cali
ufij/fl Comes Fere*
Ink Imcifats fecundus, R sxGatli*

Tnmdfcus tertius , Comes Palatinus
Jugufius Dux Saxon i*
Jlphonfus fecundus , Dux Ferrari*
-Dux Andegavenjis
DominusGraba xenby

bit A, Dominus Hunters
jiftnij DominusJohannes Mounts
t0 k' Dominus Harmiholt
ma Dominus Boyfy

jut an

tltftin
Htiy/fj

l

14 Hen, 7.
I , 2 Hen. 8.
1 , 2 , S Hen. 8.
6, 8 Hen. 8.

8 Hen. 8.

13 , 15 Hen. 8.
13 , 14,15 H. B.
14 , 15 , 16 H. 8.
17 Hen. 8.
17,18,26,28 H. 8,
18 Hen. 8.
24 Hen. 8.

32 Hen. 8.

1 & 2 ph.  and M

?
S

24 Hen. 8.

i,'w4

m k#

).

i,,u
£b
f f

ThosePerfons were render ’d incapable of Nomination
who were known to A61 in contrary Intereft to the Sove-
re '8n 5 as the Exemplar in the B/acfBoof expreffethmore copioufly , Such as are not his Adverfanes, or Abet-
jw, or ’

willing Defenders of his Adverfaries. Sometimes the
nights - Companions being more wary and difcreet in
oroinating them , to put either difrefpeft upon the
°vereig n , or offer Violation to the Statutes.

N thelaft Place, concerning the Degree , Rank and
‘gnity of the Nine Knights propofed to be Elected , the
atutes of the Inftitution fet forth , That they be, Firft,

■p,
ree Earls, or Perfons of great Dignity . Secondly,tee Barons. And , Thirdy, Three Knights ; Or , as it

R ss
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is in Henry V’s Statutes , Trois Contes on de greegnear
trots Baner ets, er trois Batchelers. Thefe Degrees are
be ranked in Three Claffes, and they diftinguifh’d bv
Three Divifions , all including the Three Degreeaforefaid.

Whereas all other Bodies and Exemplars of tb e
Statutes make pofitive mention of Earls only, yet tb.
Statutes of Hen. VIII . in

^
this Point are more ample , by

expreffing the firft Clafs, Dukes, MarqueJJ
'
es, andEarl]

or Perfons fuperior to thefe in Degree, wherein the higheft
Dignity is comprehended.

We may obferve the different Title , tint . Emint
that Henry V’s Statutes hath given us inftead of Eam -,
and not only in this Article , but in all other where
there is Occafion to treat of Barons 5 and yet the Re.
cord intends by it no other than the Perfon it mentions:
For tho ’ a Banneret had its Denomination d vexillo , it
ufually fignify’d a Degree of Honour next below a Ba¬
ron , both in a later and a modern Date 5 yet formerly
among our Records , it is expreffedly Synonymous to Ba¬
ron , as is fufficiently clear ’d up by our mofl Learned
Selden ; and in this Senfe is to be taken here , and not
as a diftin £l Title of lower Degree , becaufe we obferve
the Bannerets rank ’d in all Scrutinies before KingHm-
ry VIII - eftablilh ’d his Statutes ( except one ) with the

Knights -Batchelors , not with Barons.
The Title of the third and lowed : Rank in this

Claffis in the Statutes of their Inftitution , are called
MHites Bachalauri, and in thofe of King Henry V. Batch-
lors , and elfewhere Bachalauri Bachelauri Equates,which
in common Acceptation are the fame with MHites, tho’
thus render ’d to evince their difference from Knights-
Bannerets , who are of a fuperior Degree of Honour.
And here we may obferve , that there is no Place in a
Scrutiny for any under the Degree of a Knight-Batche-
lor . And tho ’ Three of the Nine mentioned are fet
down to be Barons , and Three other Earls, or ofhigher
Degree , yet muft thefe Six be fuch as have had confer¬
red on them the Order of Knighthood , elfe their Names
are rejefled , and neither given or taken in Nomination;
for the Words of the Statute exprefly are, That each »j
the Knights ajpmhl

’d at the EltBton JJaall name nine KnigM 1-
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( 259 ) .
Thus  King Charles l . Anno 6 Regni fui , defigning to

inveft ? <»»« Marquels of Hamilton  with this Order , con-
ferr’d the Honour of Knighthood upon him immedi¬
ately before his Nomination : And the Annals in that
Place put this commentary Remark thereupon , Becaufe
tythe Statutes it is provided , that none fiotild he eleSed into
the Order that have not been dignify ’d with the Title of Knight.Yet the Ceremony of Knighting the Perfon defigned
to be elected , was not fo ilriftly regarded , but fome-
times this Branch of the Statute was either wholly paf-
fed , or elfe confounded with the fecond Article through¬
out the feveral Bodies of the Statutes , which prohibits
the Choice or Election of any Perfon into the Society,
asthis doth the Propofal or Nomination . And there¬
upon perhaps it was conceiv ’d , that altho ’ the Nomina¬
tion , Election, and fometimes Delivery of the Enfignsof the Order was firll difpatch ’d and paft , yet it was
fufficient if the Honour of Knighthood was conferr ’d
afterwards ; as in the Cafes of William Earl of Derby and
Thomas  Lord Burleigh , Anno  43 . Eliz.. where the Rcgi-fler obferves, That as loon as their Election was over,and they Ulher ’d into the Chapter , the Earl of Derby,
(who itfeems had not been Knighted before ) was dub¬
bed Knightwith a drawn Sword , according to Cuftom,
after which they had the Garter and George put on bythe Sovereign her felf.

In like manner , XJlrid»
_ Duke of Holjlein, and HenryEarl ofNorthampton, immediately after their Eleflion,

(thelaftDay of St . George ’s Feaft , Ann . ^ . jjac . l .
'
) andbefore they receiv ’d the Enfigns of the Order , had the

Dignity of Knighthood conferr ’d on them by  the Sove-
Ic>gn ; and in like manner the Earl of Suffer, Ann.  3 C. I.
which the Red-Borfof  the Order recites , That as foonasn'fas  underflood that the Earl bad not receiv'd the Or deb offd’sfthmd before, the Sovereign immediately drawing ■his

Knighted him ,• which was not done till after his
Elefilion and Inveftiture with both the George andbarter.

Pl

*
^ US ^ Ceremony of Knighthood fucceed the
wtion of Charles Prince of Wales, the 21ft of May,nn- 14 Car . I . for after he had been defied , and in-Vefted with the Enfigns of the Order by the two Senior

R 1 Knights



( 24° )
Knights ( the Earls of Pembroke and Montgomery, and ofArundel  and Surry)  were intreated by the reft of ^
Knights - Companions , to prefent his Highnefs to the
Sovereign in the Name of all the reft , to be initiated a
Knight -Batchelor . He was conducted by the faidEarls
(his Supporters ) into the Prefence -Chamber in WkJL
Cajlle, where before the Chair of State , he moft S0.
lemnly receiv ’d the Order of Knighthood from his
ther King Charles I.

To Honour which Knighthood , and the Memory
thereof , Four of the chief Nobility then prefent were
Knighted , viz . the Earls of EJfex, St . Alban s and Elgin,
and Vifcount Grandifon,  being conducted from the Great
Chamber to the Sovereign

’s State , each between two
Batchelor - Knights.

Afterwards the Law in this Point began again to
be more rightly underftood 3 and by that Time Jmt
Duke of York, came to be elefled ( which was the 20th
of April,  18 Car.  I . at the Feaft of St . George  celebrated at
York) the Sovereign appointed , and accordingly con-
ferr ’d Knighthood upon him the Day before , which he
receiv ’d upon his Knees , being conduced into the Pre-
fence -Chamber between two of the Nobility , who were
alfo Knights , the Marquefs of Hertford  and Vifcount
Gi'andijon . In Honour and Commemoration whereof,
Four other Noblemen receiv ’d the Honour of Knight¬
hood at that time , the Earl of Carnarvan,  the Lords

George D ’
Aubignie , John Stewart,  and Bernard Stevart,  each

fupported by two Knights.
And thus Prince Edward  Count Palatine of the Rhim,

and George Duke of Buckingham , being ddigned by
King Charles II . to be admitted into this Noble Order,
were both firft Knighted at St . Germains  in France, id49-
and afterwards had the Enfigns of the Order fent unto
them , by the Hands of Sir Edward Walkers Kt . Garter,
who , in right of his Office , invefted them therewith.

Yet in the Cafe of Prince Rupert,  who was elecle
with James  Duke of York , Ann.  18 . Car. I . His want 0

Knighthood became no impediment , becaufe he was a

Prince in another Country , viz.  Count Palatine of t c

Rhine,  and Duke of Bavaria,  and might therefore F 1

Privilege to come within the 0
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( 24I )
But  the Sovereign , to arrive as near to the Intention

andObfer vance of the Statute as he could , ( where there
was a poffibility to do if , and the Honour would be
well accepted by the Prince ) thought it requifite by
Commiffion under the Great Seal of England, to im-
powerThomas Earl of Arundeland Surry, and George Lord
Goring, both being then in Holland , or either of them , to
Knight the faid Prince before putting on the Garter
(feeing it could notpoffibly be done before his Election)
which was intended to be Lent by him by the Hands of
SirJohn Burrough , Garter . But Death intervening , the
Sovereign

’s Intention was fruftrated 5 altho ’ the Prince,
upon his coming afterwards into England, receiv ’d both
the Garter and the George from the Sovereign himfelfat
Nottingham neverthelefs without Knighthood , which to
excufe , it may well be alledg ’d , that the Sovereign might
not recoiled! this Part of the Ceremony , it being a Time
of fo great Turmoil and Fatigue , occafion’d by the then
fetting up of his Standard.

However , upon the 17th of 'January, 1644 . when a
Decree paft in Chapter then aflembl’d at Oxford, That
both the Duke of Yorf and the Prince , Ihould enjoy all
Emoluments and Privileges of the Order , tho ’ they
were not as yet Inftall ’d (which Ceremony was to be
compleated affoon as Windfor  was out of the Power of
the Rebels.) The Prince , before he receiv ’d his Oath,
was conduced by the Earl of Berf-fhire and Duke of
Richmond and Lenox, unto the Sovereign , and had con-
ferr’d on him the Honour of Knighthood , there being
at the fame Time two of the Nobility Knighted in Me¬
morial of that Solemnity , the Lord Henry Seymour, Se¬
cond Son to the Marquefs of Hertford, and the Lord
Cabell, condu &ed each between two Knights.

(t.Gf

in*
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§• K \Ve are now come to fpeak of the Scrutiny it
klf, in reference to which , we JTtall confider by whom
“ ought, or hath been ufually taken , and the Manner
and Form thereof.

By the Statutes of the Inflitution , the Collecting the
Knights - Companions Votes , and entring them in the
Scrutiny, folely appertains to the Prelate of the Order ;
and upon him is this Office devolved , not only by the

R 3 other
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other Bodies of the Statutes , but by the Confiituti onof his Poft , and the Obligation of his Oath , whofe rightwe find duly afferted upon this Pcrfons taking a Scruti
ny , Anno 29 Eli*. .

The Statutes likewife provided , That if the Prelatewas at any Time abfent , then the Dean of Windfor, otthe Regiftcr , or the Senior Refidentiary of the Collegeor the Secretary , or Scribe of the Order , fihould under-
'

take the Employment 3 and elfewhere it is mention ’d
expresfly , In the abfence of the Prelate , whofe particularDutyotberti 'ife it » And among the various Examples en-roll ’d in the Annals of the Order , thefe Examples a-
bundantly confirm it . The Prelate of the Order col¬lected the Suffrages from the Knights -Companions , An¬
no 9 Hen. V . when "John Earl -Marftial , and Four other /
Knights were elected . The like did Henry Beaufort,Lord-
Cardinal , Prelate of the Order , upon the Election of
John King of Portugal , Anno 1 3 Hen. VI . And when the
Duke of Suffolkwas chole , Anna z (i Hen. VI . the Prelate
then alfo gather ’d the Suffrages 3 which he liJcewife did
upon the Feafts of St . George, Celebrated in the 12th,
13th , 14th , 27th , 28th , 30th , 31th , 34th and 35thYears of Queen Elxabeth 's Reign . Sometimes the Scru¬
tinies have been gathered both by the Dean of IVindfr,and the Regiiter of the Order jointly 3 as we find by the
Eleftion of John Lord Talbot , Ann. 2 Hen. VI. of Sir
John Falflajf , Ann . 6 Hen. VI . and the Duke of Qttiiibery,
Ann. 5 Hen. VI . all receiv ’d at the Feafts of St. Georgr,celebrated at Windfor.

It  is more than a bare Conjefture , that the Dean at
thofe Times receiv ’d the Votes from the Knights -Com¬
panions on the Sovereign ’s fide , while the Regiftercol-leCted thofe on the Prince ’s 3 for ’tis obferv ’d , that in
King Henry Vth ’ s Reign , in Pofts of different Natures,
one whereof was to fignifie the Sovereign ’s Pleafureto
the Knights -Companions about their paying due Reve¬
rence , firft to God,  and afterwards to himfelf 3 and the
other in a Ceremonial , which directs the Manner and
Order of Mulcting the Knights -Companions 3 in both
which , the Dean perform ’d the Service on the right
Hand the Choir (the Sovereign ’s fide ) and the Regiftcr
on the left.
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Sometimes the Regifter of the Order took them

jlone, as at the Election of John Earl of Arundel , Anno

10 Bn. VI- and thofe of the Earl of Morteyn and Sir
nohn Grey, Ann. 14 Hen. VI . Moreover it ’s plain , that

w hen the Office ofRegifter was not fill ’d, and Thomas

R«rW/, Bifhop of Durefme, executed it during its Va¬

cancy, the Biihop himfelf , Ann. 2 Hen. VIII . collected
the Suffrages. The like did William Day, Dean of

ffindfor, in the Abfence of George Carew, Dean of the

Chapel and Regifter of the Order , at the Feafts of
St. George held at Whitehall , Anno 1 8 and 19 E/it.

This Duty was executed by the Regifter from the
1jth Year of King Henry VIII . to the Period of his and
his Son’s Reign , as the Blacky-Book. of the Order fully
evinces ; as alfo on St . George

’s Day , Ann. 1 . Elii. by
John  Eoxhall ; and at the Feaft of St . George held Ann.

ijac . l. by Giles Thomson, who in the feveral Times
were Regifters, yet we muft not miftake that what they
officiated was on their own behalf , but fupply ’d the
Place of the Prelate.

In the Beginning of Queen Mary
's Reign , we find

the Chancellor of the Order began to perform this Ser¬
vice, being by King Henry VUItb ’s Statutes adjoined to
thofe other Offices before deferib ’d, to colled! theScru-
tinies in abfence of the Prelate , and thereby made ca¬
pable ofthe Employment , which afterwards is tacitly
remark’d to be perform ’d as if in his own right , when
the Regifter has only effedled it in the Chancellor ’s ab-
fence, tho ’ in reality it was no other , than as in the
Inftance of the Bifhop of Durefme and Dr. Day aforefaid,
who took the Scrutiny in the Vacancy of the Office,
and abfence of the Regifter.

Amo 4 £fo. the Regifter in the Abfence of the Chan¬
cellor (who was fick,) upon the Feaft Day of St . George,
collected the Suffrages. And Ann. 8 . Elit . George Carew,
then Regifter of the Order , took, the Votes of the Knights-
Companions in abfence of Sir William Petre , Chancellor of
the Order. So alfo Ann. 4 . Jac. I . where the Caufe of
the Chancellor’ s Abfence is noted to be Sicknefs, and

6 . Jac. I . to be Death.
In the firft of thefe Inftances , we find the Prelate ex-

Ptesflyfet down to be there ; in the two following , his
R 4 Pte-
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prefence is implyed,for it is faid,that the FourOfficers fthe Order did attend both Feafts, whereof, ( the Chancellor being wanting ) the Prelate muft needs be oneNow all thefe Paffages feem to relate to the Rightof the Chancellors rather than the Prelates by this Re¬mark , That every of the Scrutinies were taken in theAbfenceofthe Chancellor , which looks fomethinga cautionary Remark that denoted the Right of Execu-
ing this Office to the Chancellor , rather than thePrelate.

When a Deputy -Chancellor hath been admitted toOfficiate in the Chancellor ’s abfence, he, and not thePrelate , hath taken the Scrutiny , (tho ’ prefent) as atthe Election of Charles Prince of Wales, the aothof
May, 14 Car. I . and at another taken the 22d of Miyfollowing , and the fame when the Suffrages were col¬lected for the EleCtion of the Duke of Yorl[ and Prince
Rupert at Yorl̂ , Anno 1 7 Car. I.

Bur there is one Paffage more ( upon takingaScru-
tiny Anno zz fac. 1. ) which feems Advantageous to the
Chancellor in this Point , where itisfaid , That when th
Knight s-Companions had given their Votes ( as fay the An-
rials ') THE CHANCELLOR WHO, ACCORDING  TO HIS
0 FFICE, ivas to receive them , prefented them to the Sovereign,Howbeit , in truth there is no fufficient Foundation for
the Regilter to infert this as4done by the Chancellor, by
Virtue of his Office, orany one ACt or Chapter that hath
fufpended or made void , the Right of the Prelate,
which is referved by him , even by the Patent , for erect¬
ing the Office of Chancellor $ efpecially in thofe Af¬
fairs , which , refpeding the Order , ought by the Statute
of the Inftitution to appertain to him . But fince the
ftated Time of performing this Ceremony in the Cha¬
pel , the Prelate ( if prefent ) is prefumed to be Officiat¬
ing at the Altar , in difeharge of another part of his
Duty , upon this confideration hath the Service been
then impoled upon the Chancellor , and others.

Lafily, We find the Scrutiny to be once taken by
Garter , Ann. 16. Car. I. at the EtcClion of Thomas Earl
of Strafford. But this was at a Time , when not only
the Prelate , but all the other Officers of the Order, ex¬
cepting Sir John Burrough, Garter , wereabfent , and con-
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feciuently this Service io executed , ought rather to be
judged to have been done in the Prelate ’s than Chancel¬
lor’s Right.
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(j, 9 . But whofoever gather
’d the Suffrages , the

Time when they enter ’d upon this Duty ( in the Inter¬
vals of Feafts , where the Occafion requir ’d a peculiar
Chapter for an Election ) was ufually after the Chapter
had been open ’d , and the Matter of Election propofed
by the Sovereign 5 after which he proceeded with all
poifible Reverence and Refpeft.

Howbeit upon an extraordinary Occafion ( in the
Interval of the Grand Feafts ) the Sovereign hath fome-
times called an Aflembly of the Knights,Companions,
to be convened at the Caftle of Windfor, who in the
ChoireofSt . George

's Chapel (not Chapter -Houfe) after
the more folemn Manner , have deliver ’d in their No¬
minations, and returning thence into the Chapter Houfe,
he there continu’d the Eldftion . Thus did King Hzn-
ryVIII . upon the 7 th of ^une in the 1 7th Year of his
Reign , in referenceto the E : eftion of the Lord Hnvy htz
Roy, (fo ftil’d in the Scrutiny , and rank ’d among the
Barons 5 for as yet he was not created Duke of Somerfet
andRichmond'

) and Ralph Idevil, Earl of Wejintorland.
On the 20th of May, Anno 14. Car. I . being T rhnty-

Stmday, the Sovereign caus ’d a Chapter to be held
that Afternoon in the Chapter -Houfe at Windfor ,
for the Nomination and Eleftion of Charles Prince
of V/ales ; at the Breaking up whereof , the Sove¬
reign and Knights -Companions proceeded immediately
to St. Georges

' s Chapel , where at Evening -Prayer,
(which was not within the Compafs of the Feaft , for
that began not ’till next Day) the Scrutiny was taken.

And befides thofe Examples which fliew the No¬
minations have been collefted (upon peculiar Occafions)
mthe Choire at Windfor, there are one or two Inftances
they have been alfo taken in the Chapel at Whitehall, as
on the 1 5th of May, Ann . \ Car. I . at the Choice of
EdmundEarl of Do-rf t , Henry Earl of Holland, and Thomas
' 1(countAndover, as on the 4th of July the fame Year,
whereat the Duke of Chevercux was pitch ’d upon.

The
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The  Suffrages have commonlybeen collected at the

Second Vefpers, or in the Time of Evening -Prayer on
St . George

’s Day, or on that Day whereon the Feaft 0f
St . George hath been celebrated by Prorogation $ and
with this Diftinflion of Time , the taking ofdivers Scru-
tinies are mark ’d.

However there occurs one Scrutiny gather ’d in the
Chapter -Houfe at Windfor on the Eve of the Grand-
Feaft , at which the perfon immediately elefled, was
fentfor in , and had the Enfigns of the Order conferr’d
upon him , when immediately the Sovereign made his
Progreilton to the Chapel , and after fome fmall Interval,
the Elefl proceeded to his Inftallation . And this was
the Cafe of James Marquefs Hamilton , Ann . 6 Car. 1,
who lying under an Obligation to commence his Voy¬
age next Morning towards Germany (whither he had
the Commiftion of General of 6ooo Foot in Afliftance
of the King of Sweden) occafion’d this his Sovereign’s
Indulgence , and quick difpatch.

When the Scrutiny firft began to be colle &ed in the
Chapel , is treated of fome what general and indefinite.
Ann . 2, 3 , 4, 5 , 8 , 9 Eln. it was during the time of
Evening - Prayer. And in like manner , Ann. 4 Jac. I . and
13 Car. I . And when the Feaft of St . George was folem-
niz ’d at Whitehall, the 18th of April, 13 Car. I . the An¬
nals fay' , That the Sovereign recreated hintfelfwith the Melody
ofEvenfong , during which the Chancellor colleBed the Votes of
the Knights-Co/npanions.

But in fome other Places, the Time when thisMatter
was tranfafled is re {trifled to a precife Time , or fome
particular Part of Evening Prayer , as Anno 26 anda]
Eliz . whiljl the Choice fung the Service , and the like
Anno 14 Jac. I . but 4 Car. I . while the Anthem witsfimg
after the fecond Lejfon, but more frequently after the firft
Leflon,as in the 2 .and 9 Car. I . while the Anthem was fac¬
ing, or whilft they were hymning the Anthem of the
bleffed Virgin called the Magnificat , and which is all one
with that , Anno 14 Car. I . viz. affoonas thefirft Lejfon was
read, or at the firft Lejfon, which is remembred to be
the ufual Part of the Service , in which the nomination ought
to begin.

§. 10 . The
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j , io . The manner of the Order the Knight -Compa¬

nions Votes ought to be collected when the Scrutiny is
in the Choir ?, when the Regifter informs us , upon the

Celebration of St . Georges
's Feaft at Greenwich, 28

Bin. VIII . as entred into the Black Book 5 « That he
ufed his Diligence in going to and fro from one Side to

« the other,to demand and redemand the Suffrages from
« the Knights -Companions , according to the Variety
« and Difpofition of their Stalls ,

” which fame Me¬
thods in eifdem terminis the Chancellor obferved , Anno 24
Eh. and without queftion was generally performed
atother Sealons , for the annals deferibe it to be per¬
form ’d de more 5 Eliz . or juxta Ordines ConJiitutionisKnno
16 Elk.

That the Officer who collects the Scrutiny , is obliged
to begin at the youngeft Knight -Companion , and fo
proceed upward towards the Eldeft , is evident from
the Order mentioned to be in Vogue , An. 2 and 20 Ehi.
as alfo 15 Car. I . But to give a more particular Account
of this Ceremony , as it flood temp. Car. I . and doubt-
lefs long before , tho ’ not Recorded in Scripts, is as fol¬
lows.

Firfi, The  Officer arofe and went into the Middle of
the Choire 5 direffly over againfl his own Seat , he
made two Reverences , firfi towards the high Altar , and
next to the Sovereign , then he proceeded up to the
Choire near the haultpace  againfl the Stall of the junior
Knight-Companion , and there made like Reverence;
this done he went up to the Stall of the faid junior
Knight, and with a Angular Reverence to him , only de¬
manded whom he pleafed to nominate , which having
taken, (making to him afecond Reverence, ) he defend¬
ed into the Choire , and rhence paffed to the nextfenior
Knight on the other Side , ( unlefs by reafon of the va¬
cancy of the Stall he Sits on the fame Side with the juni¬
or) and having received his nomination from the fecond
Knight -Companion , he again crofifed the Choire to the
f bird , and in like mannner he afeended according to
the Seniority of the Knights -Companions prefent , ( al¬
ways eroding the Choire where there was occafion)
Until he arrived at the fenior Knight - Companion ; and

having
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having thus received all theirNominations, he returnedinto the Middle of the Choire, and after accuftomedReverences, took his Seat.

This Method in collecting the Votes as to thegenetaland in the Choire, ought likewife to be obferved
they are taken from the Knights-Companions in Chap,ter , they being ranked in due order on either Side oftheTable , according to the Seniority of their Eleaionsand fituations of Stalls in the Choire ; the Officerhe-
ginning with the junior and thence gradually attendingto the  fenior Knight.

And that we may rightly apprehend after what forraevery Knight-Companion Ranketh the Names of thofePerfons he propofeth, and how each Claflis is diftinguiffi-ed and divided , the following Scrutinywill manifeflwhich was taken off, May, Anno 13 Hen. VI . upon the
Vacancy of one Stall hapning by the death of SirHenryTanke Clu% a German , and the firfl: Scrutiny foundMar¬shalled among the Annals of this moft noble Order.

NOMINABANT.
Principes. Barones. Equites.

■r, CDuc. Norfolcix Dom. Lovell Dom . S. Stanley*^ UX <Duc . Warwici Dom . Audley Dom . HollandExontee . fQ om Qxon iie Dom.Dudley Dom . J.Strml
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Due. Warwici
Due. Norfolcix
Com. Oxonia

f Due. Nor/o/f*fDom. JDuc . Warwici
Sudeley. ^Com . Devonue

Dom , Lovell
Dom . Audley
Dom. Foix.

Dom. Audley
Dom . Dudley
Dom . Foix

Dom. Foix
Dom . Lovell
Dom . Audley

Dom . J. Fenf
D. R . Woehfi
Dom . A. 00
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Dom . R. H s
Dom . T . Stanley
Dom . T. KiniH

Dom . R.
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Dom . CDuc. Warwici
Wil- <Duc . Norfolcix
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Dom. Laware
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D . J .MoKtgotnwy
D. R. Shoteshrek
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(Due . War -wiri Dom . Foix D . E. HungerforA

Dorn . ) Com. Oxonice Dom . Clyjford D . G. Beauchamp
$cF’s- /Com . Devonix Dom . La -ware Dom . A . Ogard

Doffi . ( Due . War-wiri Dom . Eoucer D . R . Hungerford

y^ arttie j<^
Duc . Norfolri* Dom . Audley Dom . R. Roos.

foljiaf. (Com . Oxonix T) .GrayRuffyn Dom . A . Ogard

• Dom . ( Due . War-wiri Dom . Foix Dom . R. Fengs
j, Com . Devonix Dom . Lovell Dom . J . Fengs

chmf. ( Com . Oxonice Dom . Audley Dom . R. Roos.

In the firft Column each Knight -Companion hath his

own Name perfixt to thofe Perfons for whom he conde-

feends his Vote , to the intent it may appear by whom

the Knights candidates are nominated , and thefe are
Ranked in three feveral Divilions.

The firft contains , The Degrees of Earls , Mar-

quefles, Dukes, Princes , Kings and Emperors ; yet at

a Scrutiny taken Anno 24. Hen. VI . in a Chapter held at

Brmford,Albro Fafquet d ’almadea , ( who immediately fol¬

lowing , is Stiled Comes Averentix) is by a miftake Rank¬

ed ; but in the fecond Divifion among the Barons,
and twice among the Knights Votes of the Marquefs of

Suffolk, and Earl of Shrewsbury, but this Error perhaps
owes its original for want of due knowledge,either of the
Lawin the Statutes or his Degree, the latter of which
is the moft feafible to conjecture 5 for being a Stranger,
his Title might not be fo generally divulged , nor is it
taken notice of in the Scrutiny it felf , tho ’ in the annals

immediately after it was rectified.
And to Ihew the probability of this Point,the Earls of

Oxford, Devonshire, and . Arundel, (whofe degrees were

fofficiently known ) at a Scrutiny taken Anno zn-Hen. VI.
are ranked in the fecond Divifion among the Barons,
andAnno r Hen. VIII . the Earl of Darby is three Times

placed , and again 13 Hen. VI . the Earl of Devonjhire
twice 5 but this happened not thro overfight or negleCi
°f the Statutes , but becaufe at thefe Nominations
wherein they are fo Ranked , the firft Divifion to which
they appertained , happened to be fill ’d up with thofe
other higher Dignities belonging to the fame Clafs , viz.

Kings
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Kings or Dukes, as when the beforementioned Earl

downArundel, were fet crown in u.
King of Portugal, the Duke

Oxford, Devonshire, and
Place of Barons ; the
Warwick and Norfolk ., were put in the Clafs of princand fo it happened in many other infhnces .

Cs>
On  the contrary , Anno 15 and 1 6 Eld. IV . the LordRich . Grey one of the Queen ’s Sons , by her former Husband , Sir John Grey of Groby Knight ; in relpccl of bj$Alliance to the Royal Family , is Ranked in the firft Qi.vifion among the Princes , under the Title DminusRichardus films Regina, and afterwards Anno 19 Edvi. Iyfet only among the Barons , as well with the formerTitle as this Richardus Dominus Grey,but Anno zafdru. iyhe is thrice regifter ’d among the Princes , and as oftenwith the Barons , whence it is obfervable that to beEnrolled in the Rank of Princes , may be afforded ofcourtefie to Perfons of high Eminency and Blood 5 butthen as they can lay no claim to it by their Merit, fofuch of the Knights -Companions as Rank them lower,fuffer no diminution in their Honour.

Wherein thefecond Divifion are Ranked the Baronsand Vifcounts , for Vifcounts in all Scrutinies , afterthe firft Erection of that Dignity , were on the famelevel with the Barons, until the 3 of Jac. I. (exceptingonly John Dudley Vifcount Lijle, Anno 3 5 Hen. VIII . who
by every Knight , the Duke of Norfolk, excepted, isRanked in the firft Divifion of Princes ) and in a Scru¬
tiny then taken , Robt . Cecil Vifcount Crancborne is the fe-cond Vifcount in the Lift that has been Ranked withPrinces , whence it became the frequent Praftice in
fucceeding Scrutinies , until Anno 14 Car. I . And then
(upon a Queftion put in Chapter convened at Wefimm-

fter 13 May 14 Car. I . ) whether Earls Sons and Vifcount!
were eligible with Barons, it pafled in the affirmative,and that by general ufage except in the two cafes juftmentioned ; and about the lame time we find it reiterat¬ed near that Time , for in two Scrutinies taken the
19th and a rft of that Inftant May, the Vifcounts are
therein reduced to the fecond Divifion , and Ranked
with the Barons.

The Knights- Batchelors andBanneretsheld the fame
Rank
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R*nk in King Hen. VIII’s Statutes, in all Scrutinies with
Barons.

But tho ’ the word in King Hen. VUIth’s late Sta¬
tutes is Baronettus inftead of Banerettus , yet is this fre¬

quently obvious in fome ancient Books and Records , as
well as in thofe ancient Writers, long before the Titla
of Baronet was conceived or brought into ufe.

In the laft place he who demands thofe Suffrages ) the
Knights -Companions prefent) is by the Statutes of In¬
flation to receive them in writing ; for in a Scrutiny
takenAnno % Hen. VI . at the Election of John Lord
Talbot e and Turnival, the Dean of Windfor , and the
Regifterof the Order , wrote down the Votes and Nomina¬
tions of every Jtngtilar Knight prefent at the Day of EleBion.

Andat another Scrutiny Anno 4 Hen. VI . to fill up
that which by an Error in the Black Book is fet down
SirHenry Fifth ugh, ’tis inlerted, That the Dean and Regi-
fer wrote down in Order, (according to their Seniority ) the
Votes of the Knights-Companions. And after the Scrutinies

began to be entred in the Annals, it is evident the
general Praftice kept pace with the Injunftion of the
Statutes $ only there are two infhnces of an Election
confirmed without taking a Scrutiny in writing, one in
the cafe of the Princes Henry and Chrifliern IV. King of
Denmark where the Knights-Companions in a Chapter
convened at Whitehall, 14 of July 1 Jac. I . gavein their
Votesviva voce, and immediately the Sovereign admitted
them both into the IUuflrious Society ; the other was
the Cafe of James Marquis Hamilton, Elected the 2d of

10 Jac. I . with the vocal confent of all the Knights-
Companions.

It is worthy obfervation, that this Method, and
theomiffion of taking theScrutiny in writing , is not on¬
ly contrary to the Law of the Order expresfly fet down
|or

a more {table confignation of the Action , and more
faithful tranfmiffion of it to Pofterity, but exceeding
prejudicial to Perlons of Honour, and Diffinftion,whole
hames would otherwife furvive with great veneration

the candidates of this Illuftrious Order, and of
Which Honour many deferving Perfons will be hereaf-
l. deprived , if the Injunctions of the Statutes be not
lerved in this particular refpe £t.

SECT.



The Prefentation of it to the Sovereign*

,jg0

C2 5 2 ' )

r P H E Knights -Companions , having delivered their
Suffrages, the Officer by whom they are Colle&ed

humbly prefents to the Sovereign the Nominations'
for fo it is recorded the Prelate of the Order acted in the
yth of Hen. the Vth . If thefe Votes were taken in
Chapter , the Paper ufually was immediately prefentedto the Sovereign who made his Election , before the
Chapter broke up 3 but if gathered in the Chapel,tho ’ it was given to the Sovereign , yet the choice was
not made then , but the Morning after , and this was the
manner in the 2d and 5th Years of Queen Elh. Ano-
ther time it hath not been prefented till the Vefperswere finifhed , but in the Pradice of latter Days the
Scrutiny hath not been given up to the Sovereign till
the next Day at the opening of the Chapel before Morn¬
ing -Prayer , as in the 1 3 , 15 , 20 , 30 Years ofQueen Eh
demonftrates , and was the accuftomed Practice of the
x yth Year of King Charles the firft of ever facredMe¬
mory 3 the laft prefentation was tranfcribed in a little
Book , and with all due Reverence offered upon the
Knee , before any other Affair was tranfafled in the
Chapter.

This has been the general Ufe as we are a{certain’!, Wtf
Anna % Hen. VI . the Dean of Windfor, and the Regifterof the Order , having Colleftcd the Vote of every pit
Knight , they were immediately given into the Hands

'ffi®
of the Sovereign ’s Deputy 3 and in the fame nature piwere they prefented on the 4th Hen. Vi. when Join fr®
Duke of Bedford was Lieutenant , in the 20th of Queen g:Elh .. 3 when the Suffrages were Collected by Sir Francis W
Waif.wham the Chancellor , he gave them up to the Earl rj™of Stijfex , then Lieutenant to the Sovereign.Bxtt  it ’s evident from feveral Paflages in the Blue ^Book of the Order , that the Lieutenant afterward de¬
livered them to the Sovereign , as is apparent from the
Records of the 30th , 34th , 38th , and the 40th Year of
Queen Elh .
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la the nth Year of K . James I . fome Exceptions arofe

uponthe Chancellor’s not prefenting the Scrutiny to the
Prince, (who ar that time was the Sovereign ’s Lieute¬
nant ) but to the Sovereign himfelf, which was an Error
he fell into, as well as fome of his Predeceffor’s ; as the
id , 3d, and 25th of Eli %. demonftrate.

fk Sovereigns Confiderations upon the Qualifications of tho/e
to be elecied.

■J S 11 . As the Knights - Companions are under an Obli¬
gation , by the Statutes, to nominate no Perfon, but who
can bear the Teft of the afore-mention ’d Qualifications,
there

’
s a Standard of Honour provided for the Sovereign,

to meafure the Extraction , Quality , and Merit of the Per¬
son propofed to be eleded , leaft it might chance, thro*

. j the Indulgence of the Sovereign , this Fountain of Honour
might be mudded by the Choice of inferior and undefer-

ys a ving Perfons, for the Statutes run -—becaufe this Order
confifis of Goodnefs , and honourable Virtue , doth not admit
Vnmthinefiand Vittany, and fo by Confequerjce fecludes
all Perfons of mean Extraction and Merit.

The Qualifications for EleBion are exhibited in the ad
Article , as in the 18th are included thofe of Nomination:
The Words of the Injlitution are , That none / kali be ele-
Sedinto the Order ; and refer only to the ACt of EleCtion :
for if we cpnfult the reft of the Statutes , and compares

I them with this Paffage, they run according to this Te-
rtain

'i r,^r> That none / ball be eleBed and cbofen a Companion of
legiM Order. Thefe refer more principally to the Time of
feraj Ekdbon, and not to the Invejliture with Garter, and
Hint and Inft dilation, from the Expreflions of admitting
jjtif

a™receiving Knights into this Order, as the Examplars of
itt 'll l tatutes  Institution fet forth . And this is farther

Qjj.
!
?u

 ^ated > from another Paffage in the 2d Article of Henry
■•. of tae VIII s Statutes , where the Word Reproach is menti¬

ons

Vfl ^dth , The Guilt thereof fo incapacitates a Man’s Ele-m “l 0”, that f ■ ' ‘ ' - - - - - -
V f» that Honour.

here are Two Points requifite for Qualificationsand
n Wments ; firft , co be a Gentleman of Blood ; and , idly,

that for the future its a Bar , and utterly difjualifies

Vth’
11
^/* without Reproach. By the Statutes of Henry the

■
s ‘ nfi >tutions, no Man ought to be eleCbed , unlefs he

S be
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he a Gentleman horn. The Examplar in the BUc{ Book
faith , Vnlefs he he worthy upon the Account of Birth and ^1
Arms : And in another Paifage , That he he one eminent •>
for hit Demeanour and good Report ; which intimates the
Conjunction of Blood and Virtue , which make up the
nobieft Compofiricm . The Statutes of King Henry Vlil ,

;'? s
are more extenfive than thofe , and fay , He tnujl beaGen. :‘1f.
tleman by Name, Arms, and Blood ; and leaft this Chara&er fft
might feem intricate and perplex

’d , A Gentleman of Blood
is defin'd to be , One defcended of three Defcents of Nobles,

* j
viz . of Name and Arms , both by his Father and Mo- ;®

rIt

thef s fide. ®
It ’s certain Gentility does not receive its Perfedtiion in ,

the Perfon it was firft devolv ’d on , but is rather compieat-
ed by SuccelTwn : For , among the Romans, tho ’ the Fa-
ther was Free -born , and of the Equejlrian Cenfe ; yet itfs!i■'!

was farther requifite , that the Grand -father (hould be the
fame , or elfe they could not obtain the Ring , one of thei^

Symbols of the Efueftrian Order, as Pliny informs us . Gen- ‘F^
tility hath its beginning in the Grand - father , its increafeAfl
in the Father , and full ripenefs in the Son ; and confe. : & l

quently in the Conftitution of Gentility, the Father and lktt'
Grand -father conveying a Luftre to the Son , make ieVtttue
entire and compieat ; for its incongruous to fuppofeaMe 1

ripenefs in the Son, unlefs there had been a former eiwtiove
creafe in the Father , and a longer Series from the Grand-iptr s
father.

The memorable Inftance of the Lord H-iEiam Paget,
who was divefted of the Garter five Years after his Ele- ■p,^
Ction, upon Prerence of his not being a Gentleman oti^
Blood by either Father or Mother , proceeded not wholly-tij .,
from the defeCt in Point of Extraction , as Harvard re- - ^
lates , but rather from the Prevalence and PraCtice of John ■>;

Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, by whofe means he was ^
moft unjuitly deprived of the Garter ; repenting , pefhaps , !(ij

‘

at the great Honours he had done this Lord , by his fair jj’
Character of him to King Edward VI . when he procured
him anew Grant of thofe Arms , under the Great Seal of.

England, when he wa ^F.arl Maifhal, which he had feme

time before received from the Garter Principal King ot

Arms.
But , admit the defeCt of Blood and Arms, for three

cents , were the true Caufe of the recalling his Garter,
that

’
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that it might be conferred upon the Earl of Warwiclf, el-
deft Son of the faid Duke , who , out of courtefie, is called
f0 in Which Relation both Harvard and Stow have mifta-
ken , for they were bellowed upon Sir Andrew Dudley,
Brother to the Duke for tho ’ he was put in the Scrutiny
enter

’d among the Annals of Edward VI . in the Sixth
Year of his Reign , upon St. George

's Day , yet was the
aid; Earl neither then, nor at any other time , eledted.
Ote The Enfigns of this moft Noble Order, as foon as

QueenMary afcended the Throne , were with as much
nil, Honour reftored to the Lord Paget, and with as great and

. abfolure an Authority, as they were difgracefuily taken
from him . And in Confirmation of this Lord ’

s Reftaura-
cdJ tion , he had the Garter buckled on his Leg , and the Col¬
’s hr and the Order put about his Shoulders , with the George
fr,^  depending, by two of the Knights - Companions prefent;
Idlr. and tne Garter King at Arms was order’d , That he fhould
ieol( take Care his Atchievements fhould be replaced over his

Stall atWindfor, which is the 9th on the Sovereign
’s fide.

It is obfervable, that the very Records of the Order
brand his Degradation as Injuftice ; as if it were infera¬
ble , That when Honour is conferred, upon the Account
of Virtue and exquifltg Endowments , the Confideradon

jltjsj of thefe fupplies the defedl and obfcurity of Extraction,
ion The Sovereign, whofe Prerogative it was co declare and
[ittl interpret the Statutes, being prefent in Chapter, thought

fit to qualifie the Law , and gave him this honourable
arfij, Commendation, That he had highly deferved of the Nation,

kl h>s Prudence and Counfel.
It# : , And though there ’s only inferred in the Examplar of

theBUcl̂ Btsoh, Virtue and good Report for a Qualification,
yet the fame was obferved by the Sovereigns and Lieure-

£eolj "ants in foregoing Times , with great Circ.umfpedlion; and
ijsliithat theMagnanimity, Fortitude, Prudence , Generofity, Fame,

imputation, and other Virtues and Excellencies , whether
innate or acquired, of the Perfon propofed to Election,
have by prudent Inquifitiorj been infpedled , and broughtto the Touchflone , before they have been admitted into

^
‘0 noble and illultrious a Body,if , Qualities were chiefly confider'd and efteemed
YHwry ’V. for which Reafon , at an Election in the

oh
^ear ^ e'8n > b e g ave  the Preference, before

ers that were nominated and prefented unto him, to
S a John,
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'John, Earl Martha ! , William, Earl of Suffolk, John, Lord
Clifford, Sir Lewis Robertfacfi, and Sir Beer TanfiClux. ' fjf

Humphry, Duke of Gloucefler, Deputy to K . Hen. Vi 1>
* 1

trod in the fame Steps, and did weigh , by the Itndfc Rules O- 1
of Fortitude and Prudence , the gallant and noble A& ions l :
and Delerts of John^ Lord Talbot, before the Ele& ion W iji
and gave in an Approbation worthy of his own Judgment C *
and that Candidate ’s Merit . And for this Reafon it ’s ex-
preffed in the Annals of the Order, that fuch nohle and he.
roick Qualifications fhould have the favour of Election
preferrab

'ie to others, as is evident in the Matter of Choice pf
of Sir Nicholas Carew, in the 28th of Hen. VIII . That he
was a very fit Perfon, upon the Eminency of his ExtraBion
and Fame, and the many noble and xgorthy Actions he had ^
performed ; fo as that all ‘ prefent did , without any delay,
tinammoujly approve of his Eleition, And after this Tenure "vj,.
run the Commendation of Henry, Earl of Cumberland, at
his Election , vi %. The many famous and loyal Atchlevements e£ *<'1

performed by him , both at feveral other times, and then P 1!®
*

more efpecially , when the Tumult of Rebellion began to breal{ I 1®
forth in thofe Borders where he had his Habitation.  itPnW

The 2d Point to treat on is , That no one is qualified
'
p?!Eet

for Election , unlefs he be a Knight ; or as it is expreffed'
.s before-

in one of the Examplars in the Hatton Library , Vnlefs ^
girded with the unftained Girdle of Knighthood ; fo Angular .f*crVi!
a regard the Law of the Order hath to this particular Qua - rmsio
lificacion above the reft : And Ieaft Chance or Inadverten- '*ltd b
cy might let flip a Perfon not Knighted into the Scrutiny, 1mof!
were the Words inferred ut minimum, that he be at Ieaft '.tJffl
a Knight before he be elected , when the Sovereign comes who
to make his Choice . It is evident from the 2d Article
in the Statutes, that it hath long fince received this Con- *» (*,'
Itmdtion , as appears by an eminent Inftance. In the
17th of Hen. VII T. The Feaft of St , George being cele- 53^
brated at Greenwich, and the Sovereign being prefent, ha-
ving eledted the Lord Root, afterwards Earl of Rtltland,
into the Society of this molt noble Order ; and being ad-
vertifed on the Morrow after Sr. Geode

’s Day , while the
Mafs of Requiem was celebrating, That he had not before
received the Dignity of K n‘ghcijood, according to the Statutes,
which poAtively enjoin, That whofoever is eietted into tots
S ciety, fhould be in Degree at leaf at Kjiight; that is, a&U-

ally Knighted before-hand. And tho ’ the Lord Roes was , y ^
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at the Time of Ills Eledticn a Baron of this Realm , which
is a higher degree of Honour than a Kjdght 3 The So-
veretgrrrgft^r M fs re -affembled the Ksiights-Companior. s,
and annuo - I the Election , and commanded the Garter
andGetrft.. ■■ lately conferred, o be taken off, and in the
lamePlau tubbed him a Knight ; and then lie was Ele¬
cted again, with an unanimous Confenr , and to declared
by the Sovereign's own Mouth ; and was reftored to his
Enfigns  and Ornaments,  by the Dukes of Nofioll3 and Suf-

Agreeable to this, it's recorded in the lied Book,  of the
Order ; that none of the Englifh, Scotch,  or Wefts Nation,
tow confiderable foever otherwife, in the Prerogative of
Wood or Virtue, can be Elected into this tnoji honourable
Society ; but that he ought to be firft ennobled and rendered
capable , by this firft degree of fQiightly Honour.

But this Law does not bind Foreign Princes ; for by a
Decree at White- Hall, in 13 Charles I . thefe Words , tit
minimum, are explained to relate to all Subjects , of what
Degree foever, within the Sovereign ’s Dominions ; but
Foreign Princes ought not to be Knighted, as the Bads and
firft Degree of . Chivalry.  The Statutes of Inftitution, as to
thofe before -mentioned , not only enjoyn them to be
Knights, but to be free of all Infamy and Reproach, In
Henry  V ’

s. Statutes , it (lands ,Chivalier fans reproche, which
Anfwcrs in the Latin, Eques ineprehenfus 3 and the Argu¬
ment ufed by the Duke of Bedford, for promoting the
Eledlion of Sic John Padcllff,  was , that he had conti¬
nued and exercifed the Armies, the fpace of twenty eight
Years , without approach.  King Henry  VIII . determined
tnis WordReproach into three Species ; firft , when a Knight
bath been convicted of Herefy, againft the Catholick Faith ;
®r h‘ffered any publicity Punifhment for fuels Offence : Here
Herefy is reckoned among thofe defeats , that deprive Men
of Honour ; becaufe it bends its Force againft the Catho-

Church , which not only renders a Man ? in the bal¬
ance of Honour, of no Weight and Efteem, but more than
ail other Sins, makes him Infamous.  And therefore when
yJongue, Pen,  or Actions,  a Man endeavours to trample

under Foot , the facred Law, he fcandaiizeth Government,
Jl>d feduceth others.

.he fecond Point is , when any Knight hath been ar«
n ^ r ’ conv*8 ed, and attainted of Treafoa ; however
JaCh^aheth qualified this Point by a Decree , made in

S3
' die
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the firft Year of her Reign ; that in cafe any Perfims r0convifled, were pardoned by the - Sovereign, and reflatedBlood ; every fuch Gentleman in Name, Arms, and Bloodand defcendcd as aforefud , being otherwife qualified ac¬
cording to the ancient Statutes of the Order, fhould be thence .forth accounted Eligible , and might be Chofen a Companion,This Decree, it’s prefumed, owes its Original, upon theoccafion of reftoring in Blood William Marquifs of Nor¬
thampton, and the Lord Robert Dudley, after Earl of Lti-
cefter, who had been attainted of High Treafon in the
firft of Q_. Mary : And we find that in the next Feaft ofSt . George, they recovered their Privileges of Honour , and
were preferred in Nomination, and on the laft Day of theFeaft , were Elected into this moft illuftrious Society.

Though the Marquefs of Northampton had been for¬
merly Elected in the 35 H, 3 . and was teftored in Blood,as I Laid before ; it’

s very remarkable, that it was thoughtfit to defcend to a new Nomination and Election, as ap¬
pears from the Decree it felf, as it was performed uponthe third of June Anno primo Eli?.

The laft Point of Reproach, is, where a IQiight Com¬
panion hath fled from Battle ; in which the Sovereign, or
his Lieutenant, or other Captain, (having the King’s Au¬
thority) were prefent ; when Banners were difplayed,
and both Sides proceed to Fight. Now for a Perfon to
behave himfelf cowardly in the Fight, abandon his Co¬
lours , leave his Prince, Friends, and Companions, in
hazard of Life, are undoubtedly Concerns of a very
high and reproachful Nature , and draw down Dilhonour
uprn the Order , the Sovereign , and Knights Comparions,
and a 'diffident indication of a pufilanimous Mind ; that
prefers to drag an infamous Life, and makes his Honour
a Sacrifice to a reproachful Safety ; for the Refolution of
a right Martial Spirit, ought either to return decked with
Victory , or . die upon the Bed of Honour.

By the Laws of King Edward the Confeffor, the Soldier
that runs from his Colours , either in Land or Sea Service,
his Life and Eftate were made liable to anfwer the Of-
fence ; and nur A6ts of Parliaments have made it Felonj,
wrhour Kenefit of Clergy -, for as much as luch defertion
endangers the Eftate ofthe Kjng , Nobility, and Common¬
wealth.

But
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But the danger is of a far
fleers,

difmal hue , when Of-
or

more cut mat tiue,
he that Ccmmands in Chief, or who has any

poft of Truft aligned him, either quit it, or is found de¬

fective in his Duty , as was Thomas Earl of Lancafier, who

quitted the Army at the Siege of Berwick,,  the confequence

of which proved an abortion to the whole Deiign j and

for which he was proclaimed Traytor , Anno izE . i. And

therefore whoever is culpable of any of thefe three Points

ofRtfroacb, is difqualified from being Eleded into this

moftnoble Order. Before we proceed any farther , it may
not be improper to take notice of an Error which Polydore

Virgil hath interwove with one , and which Erhardus

Celias, in his Hiftory of England, hath copycd from that

Author, but refuted by the learned Pen of Dr . Heylein,
that the Knights 'Companions have certain Laws belong¬
ing to their Order , whereby they are obliged to help one
another, and in Time of Battle never to betake themfelves

tofhmeful Flight : The Statute Law of the Order is filent

upon the firft Claufe, nor is the latter otherwife to be
taken , than one of thofe Paints of Reproach fpoke of in
the fecondStatute of If . Henry VIII . which nulls the E-
le8ion of the Perfon nominated , if he be peccant in that

Point : Now that which gives lome Umbrage to the

Knights mutual Affiftance and Defence, is founded upon
an Article in their Statutes, which prohibits the arming
themfelves one againft another, to create a mutual Af-
fedion , and to extinguifh Feuds, which is the Life and
Soul of Society , and which the Founder, to prevent In-
conveniencies, bad a great Regard to ; and therefore he
Ordained , which has been confirmed fince by other Sta¬
tutes ; That none of the Knights-Companicns fhould Arm
themfelves againft any of their Fellows, unlefs either in the
Caufeofhis Sovereign, or his own juft Quarrel : And
this Claule it was, that gave the Handle to both Parties,
that fided with the Houfes of Trf  and Lancafler ; fome

firmly adhering to Henry VI . whom they accounted So¬

vereign of the Order ; and others taking Part with

Edward IV . as efteeming him Sovereign de Turs, though

not de FaQo.
But more firmly to tye this Knot of Amity among

this nobleFraternity, leaft they fhould unhappily engage in
■radioes one againft another , and proceed fo violently as

commence into Adions of Blood and Slaughter ;
S .1

it
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it was ordained, That if a Knight-Companion (hould hap: 'jl/ipen to be retained in the Service of a Foreign Prince to jy *take up Arms in his Quarrel ; and after his Adversary frdefined to entertain another Knight-Companion on his Side -1alfo ; he thac was laft invited, was bound to wave this $Offer, and in no wife to give his Confent. And upon this r\the Knights -Companions were obliged to make fpecial Pre

’
frcautions in that their Engagements ; that if any of hisFellows were retained on the other Side, and that if he f c'®s

knew not thac another of his Fellows had been engaged ^with the Adversary , fo foon as it came to his Know-lege, he was .- obliged to relinquifh the Service he beforehad undertaken .
| ij. ]5To thefe three Points of Reproach we have fet down ’ xff'we find in a Manufcript, that belonged to Hmy Grey, thirdMatquifs of Suffolk ., a fourth added to thefe Other three pif® (

Points of Reproach ; in thefe Words : '
-J  &
(jU*Cbat if anp EntBibt of tbe SD?netr, from ^fjettcefo?tlj, tip pjobtgalttp ot Ei»ot, uitlfuilp ** c

o? negligently; Spfpenb, aai , aiteng, ojboamp  ijts pattimony of Kbeltboob , bp tea- *'7,fan tubeteof, ije (bait not be able fponouta - S,Up to maintain bimfeif, anb bis Ctfate, titfucb ©onoutabie scanner, as map Cottfem «mtije honour of tbe fain SDfbcr, anb of ijim- im-mft if ; in tijtb Cafe be ibali be ^mmmoneb ■■wbp tbe Clfbet of arms of tlje Dfber, callebtbe blach Eob5 bp Commanbment of tbeSoveraign, biS Lieutenant, 0? Deputy 7 tO 3p- ?“i:
peat before bio s^ ajeflp, 0? bio Cominilfi- !!

“
oneto, anb tbe ftmoiijts of tbe £)fber, at tljenett chapter enfttiii07 tbete to be eramtiteD̂before tbe ©aberatfiu , oj bis fatb Commtf- sb,fioners, anb tbe Enigbts anb Companions * 1* ;of tbe faib C>?bet ^ anb if fje be founb in s,fucb gteat Default Of Prodigality, i.nfolent Riot , Mdor wilt . 1 Negligence ;, tbat tbtit t |)E ©Obf- '’

i 11*
taign , ml) tbe abbice of tbe Companp of gii

tlje * M
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tht fata may nep ?tte nun begtabe
lum of t&e raiti ©jbetr, at tlje faro Chapter,
if it be tljeic pearuce*

Though this fourth Point is not inferted into King
Awry ViH

’s Statures , yet the Subftance thereof leems to

beapproved of before ; for we find among fome Orders,
prepared by the Marquifs of Exeter, and other Knights-
Companions , at a Chapter at l-Vindfor, the twenty fifth
and twenty fixtb Days of May , Anno 8 Henry VIII . one
of them was fomething to this Purpofe.

«ift
r9,i
'nii

'
i
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^ 13 . Amongft the Number of thefe Candidates , the
Sovereign is chiefly to regard thofe who have moft Voices,
or whom he conceives moft requifite to contribute to the
Honour of the Garter, and moft Beneficial co himfelf , and
of moft Advantage to his Crown and Kingdom . We
find the Law hath not always referved the greateft Num¬
ber of Voices , as .will appear from the Annals ; yet it has
fometimes confirmed the Election , as in the Cafe of the
Duke of Queenberry An- 5 Henry VI . where , after a due and
fufficient Examination taken of the Scrutiny, the Duke , by
theconfent of moft Voices , was Eledted into the Stall of
Thomas Duke of Exeter ; and fo was the Election of Sir
Nicholas Car etc, the twenty fourth of April, in the 28
Henry VIII.

It is remarkable in a Angular Inftance , that when two
Knights had on either Side equal Voices ; which was the
Cafe of Sir John Faftolf, and Sir John [{addiff ; the firft
being eftgemed more Worthy , by the Sovereign

’
s Lieu¬

tenant , obtained 'he Election.
The fecond Inducement relates to fuch as , in all Ap¬

pearance , may bring m )ft Renown to the Order, and ad¬
vance it to a higher pitch of Greatnefs ; and thefe have in
a great Meafure been effedled , by enrolling Foreign
Princes into this Muflrious Society, whofe Valour and
great Merit have proclaimed them delerving both of
Nomination and E 'eclion. And upon this Confideration,
K . 0 arles I . of blelTed Mem ry , upon Confideration had of
(he glorious Atchievements , ami high Rcnorvn , of Guftavus
Adolphus Kjng of Sweden ; fudged it a Part of bis Re-
fpe£t , not only to render him all Offices of Kfndnefs and
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Friendfbip , as to a Prince nearly allied , and his moft fpec;a iFriend ; but alfo to impart to him, as far as in him lay Athe greatefl and higheft Honour that might be , and efpecialll
Juch , wherewith the military Virtue of fo great a Captain ;Xi
was wont to be adorned. Atl‘

But the principal Motive thought requifite to
Eledl Foreign Princes into this Society of Honour , hath j;l<

0111
been exprelled in the C ’

ommijjions of Legations, to be in
RefpeH of their glorious Merits , ennobled by the luftre and ft|ffi
grace of their Heroicli Virtues , their eminent Hoblentfi, jUrth
Grandeur , Prowefs, and Magnificence ; the renown of which, it , #
Fame had divulged and fpread Abroad throughout the Jeiu®1
World . fyt

Where the Advantage of the Sovereign’s Service was
thrown into the Ballance , no Confiderauon could outvie
its Pretenfions, as in z H . 6. juftifies ; whofe eminent iLjjpt
Service for his King and Country , was the fo!e Motive Kjf,cent
that crowned his E ’etft ion : And the great Zealand Af-

'
.̂ h

feclion , which John Jafpar Ferdinand de Marchin (hewed Lta
for the Caufe and Service , and the recovery of the juft fJjtJ
Rights of King Charles 11. was the (trongeft Inducement
that fwayed that Sovereign to chufe him , in the tenth
Year of his Reign , a Knight-Companion of this moft no- ;
ble Order . But the laft inducement is of the greateft la - jp' j
titude , for the Sovereign has a Power to rejetft whofoever ■
he pleafes, though they do exceed in multiplicity of Voices,

'
jgp/

and in other Qualifications; and even to Elect a Perfon
that’s but once mentioned, as was (hewn in the Perfon of 1/ ,

'

Cafimire, the fourth King of Poland , An. 28 Henry VI. who £ .rj
having only die (ingle Vote of the Lord Scales ; yet upon
refpeCi to the Sovereign, how advantageous he might be /ft
for his , and his Kingdom

’s Intereft, obtained the Eledfion . 4
And of later Date , ( as the Preambles for the carrying

‘ * y'
the Enfigns to Foreign Princes fet forth) the Advantages :
the Sovereign has conceived to poflefs himfelf of, in the : y

;

improving , confirming, and eftablifhing , of a moft ftrid .ft *’*
and inviolable Bond of Friendfhip, and fair Correfpondence , ^ K
between him and Foreign Princes , their Realms and Sub- .

'
JWi

jedts, hach been a grand Inducement to E 'edt fuch Princes ' ktl
into this moft noble Order . ;' %

'b'.
§ 14. Upon the vacancy of any of the l ( nigbts-Com-

panions Stalls , the Election of others to fupply thofe, is a
ptero- I'il!#]
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prerogative of the Sovereign, and in fome Cafes to his Lieu¬

tenant ; for it’s recorded in the Blacf Booh of the Order, in
yliny VIII

’s Statutes : That if any Stalls fall Vacant , it
ksuli belong to the Sovereign, to EieB new Knights , where-

fotver he was Bcfident ; upon Condition , the Chapter con-
lifted of fix compleat Knights -Companions ; but if he chan¬
ced to be out of bis Realms , and the Number was de¬
ficient, and that his Lieutenant held the Feaft of St . George
at fflindjor -, in fuch a Cafe the EleBion  belongs to the
lieutenant, who is firft to be certified of his Sovereigns
Pleafure , and what Efteem he has for the Candidates,
to the intent fuch Information may guide , or dired his
Eledion.

This Power of EleBion  is fully acknowledged , by the

Knights-Companions  themlelves , to be in the Sovereign ;
as the fragment of a • Letter demonftrates , fent from the

Chaffer, convened at H'indfor,  upon the Feajl of St . George,
toHenry  V . then in France -, viz . That the Sovereign, in what
flitce foever rejldhg , may, as is mofl fitting , EleB into a.
vacant Stall, (there being a fufficient Number of Knights
called to this EleBion ) fuch as he fhall judge ferviceable to
his Crown , or do exceed others in deferts, and noblenefs of
difeent:  And at publilhing the Election of Duk,e Emanuel
ofSavoy,  in the Reign of Philip  and Mary, who were j oint

Sovereigns  of the Order ; it
’
s ftyled , The Eledion ol the

King and the Queen.
This grand Prerogative of the Sovereign being not duly

weighed by Polydore Virgil,  cccafioned his tripping in this
Affair, and drew in Claudius Coterxus into the fame pal¬
pable miftake ; for writing of this Order, and the Suc-
cefticn of new Knights , reports in his Hiltory of England,
That one Knight is received in the room of another deceafed,
by the Choice and Election of all the rejl ; and Erhard Celly
in his Anglo -l4;irtemb.  does as faifely affirm , That no Per-
fn may be received into this Order , not fo much as by the
Sovereign , ttnlefs with the common Confent and Suffrage of
al the Knights- C. ompanions.

But thele Palfages are altogether erroneous , the Jfnbgbts-
Cotnpaniims  only nominate  the Perfons, but the right of
Election remains folely in the Sovereign  of the Order ; for
whofoever is honoured with his Choice , is immediately
admitted ; and pronouncing barely the Name of the Per¬
son in Chapter , confticutes the Eledion . After the Scru-

r
i
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Ktiny hath been taken, and prefented to the Sovereign heperufeth it himfelf, or the Chancellor , or fome other Officerof the Order that gathered it, reads it over to him ; after- -5jfwards -the Sovereign refolves forthwith, upon fome one or y cmore of the Knights, contained in the Scrutiny j and rl?then pubiickly declareth the Name of him, or thpp, he W*does Elect ; and by the bare Adt of his Pronunciation, they

*
Commence Eledted Knights ; except now and then theSovereign is pleafed to give his Reafons, why the Knightis Eledled by him.

But though tins Adi of Election be folely in the Save, iiiHf®reign, yet the Confent of the Knight s-Companions is fre- :ifc ^
quently recorded in the Annals, and fometimes mentioned jsfi4

’1:in the Commijjions  of Legations  to Foreign Princes ; net thatthe Angle Adi of Election is , in truth , the Adi of the whole jl ®1
Chapter , or is made invalid , without the joynt Confent <#S->of the Knights- Companions, prefent at the Eledlion ; burtheir Confent fo exprelfed , is to be taken as an honorary , -jjovertRefpedl given them by the Regiller , intimating rather anApplaufe, or Commendation of their Sovereigns Choice , hias being in their Opinions Juft and Right, according to ;,tutlthe Merit of the Eledted, than a material Circumftance, felittending to the Ratification of the Eledlion made by the jaM*Sovereign , as if defective without it . /s /aid,

'elite i§. i 5 . Among other Duties incumbent on the Tfegifler, droa 'oand exprelfed in the Statutes of the Order, this is one:That the Regifter'j Office is to fet down , and record for a ,j !(mMemorial, the EleEUons (or Scrutinies,) and Names of the ^ ^Knights Elected : But in fucceeding Times a Scruple
'
ĵ j^arofe, if this was not needlefs, when the Scrutiny fhouldbe taken, yet no Election made ; to clear up which doubt,in a Chapter held in 5 Elizabeth, on Szf George

’s -Day, itsrecorded as the Sovereign 's,Will and Pleafure, that thence-forward it (hould be Enadled, and received as the San- .dlion of a Law, within this Order ; That if any N cmi- > :bj ■nations were taken from the Knights- Companions , the fame ^fhould be entered into the Annals’
, though there were no Ele- V , .ction made of any Perfon into the Order at that Time:  ^Which we prefume was fo Decreed , out of great defe- 1^rence to thofe Princes and noble Perfonages, who , in de-

^(tending Times , (hould , by the glory of their Exploits, ^appear but worthy of a bare Nomination  into fo refplen-
dent ,
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^nt and illuftrious an Order . And in purfuar.ee of this
Dscree, there is frequent mention made of the delivery
Q{ fat Scrutiny into the Hands of the Regiftcr , in order
I0 be Recorded.

The Blue Book fays, Anno zz Elizabeth ; That the
Chancellor himfelf delivered the Kjsights - Companions Votes
to the Regifter , t0 be committed to Writing , for a perpetual
Memorial  j and accordingly the Regift er , as his Duty obliged
him, tranferibed them , and put them in their proper Place,
with all Care and Fidelity . Anno 34 of the fame Queen,
Vis laid, the Votes were delivered to the Regifter , who tool£
care to Record them , according to ufual Order. Yet mau-
gre this Law, the Entry of Scrutinies hath been fome-
times omitted , either by the Regifter's forgetfulnefs of the
Decree , or fome accidental Milcarriages. In lome Places
ol the Annals, in the room of Scrutinies, we find Ex-
cufesentered , as it ’

s faid , Anno 2S Elizabeth; that the
Prelate, immediately after Vefpers, prefented the Scrutiny
to the Sovereign ; but becaufe there was no Election made
of any new Knights, in regard of hurry, or weighty and
prefling Affairs, it was laid afide , and through Neglect
hfi, or at leaft came not into the Regifter s Hands , to be
inferted in its proper Place . And when the Dean of Wind-
for colleded the Scrutiny at Vefpers, Anno 1 3 Elizabeth,
it ’

s faid , No Eleciion was made , nor anything - elfe done :
The like Excufe is made, Anno 5 Charles .1 . but the Fault
is thrown upon the Chancellor, ; for though the Scrutiny
had been taken by him , during * the Vefpers cf the Feaft-
Day , yet would he not fujfer it to be entered ■ In fome Places
we find, Anno 3 r Elizabeth,, the Votes being prefented,
they were left with her. And Anno 11 Charles I . the Scru¬
tiny of Afgernoon Earl of Northumberland never came to
the Regifter’s Hands. -

But the Law yet remains in force , that all Nominations
andVotes of the Kjiights- Comp anions ought to be enter’d
among the Annals, whether E edbion be made or not, un-
fefs it (hall pleafe the Sovereign, upon form* Emergency, to
forbid it : As appears but by one Examp ' e of fuch aPro-
hioition, vi%. Anno 40 Elis; . where, by the Queen’s lpe-
c 'al Command , the Scrutiny then token was not recorded
among the AHs of this moft . Noble Ordn. B it then it is de-
clared , That eh - ifler took. cere to fee down all the Paf-
Jages as they happened, the Names only excepted. And

why

r
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why the Scrutinyis not inferted in the Reg!fry , An. , , yj
Elif gives this Account : That upon affernbling tiie f/JQiights -Comp/tnions, it feemed good to the Sovereign, f(trfeveral urgent Reafons , beft known to her felf, to eivp . -Kl~ o - 7 - - - -
Commandment , That for that time , they ■would wholly_ .. .. , , "vi *!.** wvuiiyforbear all Sxrutiny of Votes , and Nominations of Perfin J;except which , there was nothing wanting to heighten the jiSolemnity of that Alfcmbiy : But this in the Annals is faid w!to be prater morem,  contrary to the ufual Cuttom. ;

j lfl/ri
$ 16 . Anno 27 of £ // ’. there is a remarkable Occur- ^

°
|. (rence, not to be palfed over ; for the Earls of Rutland and j,Derby, the morrow after St . George

’s Day , were defitous ■
to have feen the Scrutiny, which was committed into the
Cuftody of the Dean of Wind[or, to be regiftred, in pur . '

,,fuance of the before- mentioned Decree , Anno 5 E!i%, but qYhe returned a model!; denial , and faid , It ought not tube • jpfeen before it was regifterd. The Earls , not Satisfied with 1
this Anfwer , requdted the Opinions of the Kyiights - Zm- W £
panions, prefent at the Feaft , on this Affair ; who , uponmature Deliberation , adjudged the Point againftthem ;

fr®15
and fince it has been a Handing Rule , that no Knight-
Companion ought to fee whom the other hath named.

$0M
§ 17 . It hath chanced , that tho ’ the Nominationsfor Ele-

Bion have been received , prefented and perufed , yet the
Sovereign hath thought expedient to defer it , upon feve-
ral Confederations, and principally where an intent was to
keep an open Stall ; but we muft underftand this of fuch stheij
Scrutinies as are taken of Courfe , at the Vefpers on the 'i®, t
Feaft -day. wifi

Apd the mod memorable Example of this Kind , is that ;k ,of the Emperor Sigifmond, who expired in the 16th Year Atm
of K . Henry VI . whofe Stall was referved Twenty One
Years, and then determined , that Prince Edward, the So' jj ; t)
vereign ’s only Son , fhotild fill it up, being at that time f.ycfilabout Six Years of Age . This is the firft Emperor , whofe £Eletffion we find regifter’d in the Annals, being about the
7th of May, in the 4th Year of Henry V . ftyled Sigifmitn-dus Imperator Aimamcus. jy

4
And keeping a vacant Stall was fometimes given as a

Reafon by the Sovereign for his deferring an Election, as
is plain from An. 13 . Car. I . when the Scrutiny taken sj. r

the
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theDay beforewas read over in the Chapter-Houfe, the
Sovereigndeclared , That he would receive no Man into the
Order before his Son Charles . Whereupon all the Knights*
Companionsgave their Opinions , That this fiejolution was
rather the effect of Juflice , than Fatherly Indulgence ; fines
they all acknowledged him , to be more a Prince by Merit ,
and toward .inefs of his Youth , than by the Fortune of his
Birth. At which the Sovereign exprefied his Satisfaction
nootherwisethan by Silence.

And in like manner, Anno 1 5 Charles I . when the Chan¬
cellor of the Order gave up the Scrutiny to the Sovereign,
he declared. That he had a purpofe to have Cbofen
Prince Rupert , his Nephew , a Knight of the Order • but
being then a Prifoner with the Emperor, he would not Elect
my at that Time ; whereupon , a vacancy of a Stall was
referred . It has fometimesbeen the Sovereign

’s Pieafure
to defer Elections, withons exprefllng the Caufe , as in
the 13 of Elizabeth -, though fne perufed the Scrutiny in
Chapter, yet the Blue Booh informs us ; That the /aid So¬
vereign made no Election , though two Stalls were vacant.
Thus was it in the 2 , 3 , 1 1 , ana 12 , of K . James I . where
no other mention is made than this 3 none were admitted
into the Order this Year.

Sometimes we find thefe Prorogations of Elections re¬
corded, as folely done by the Will of the Sovereign j and
at other Times by the Sovereign, and the approbation of
thefinights-Companiens ; to the firft of thele we find a
Memorial, in the 22 of Elizabeth, on the 24 of April ;
that theKnight s-Companions had a Meffage fent to their
Chapter, held before Morning- Prayer ; That it was the
Pieafure of the Sovereign to prortgue the Election to the follow¬
ing Tear. And fo it was , in the 10th of Charles I . though
the Nomination was taken by the Chancellor, and pre-
fented to the Sovereign in Chapter, the Sovereign did not
thinly fit to make any Election at all.

' And tor a Tefti-
mony of the (econd , we meet with this Inftaace, in the
17 th of Elizabeth ; that with the concurrent Approbation
and Affent of all the Kjiights -Companions then rffifiing,
the Sovereign thought fie to put off the Election to another
T/we. As to the Teeming difference of the Sovereign

’s ab-
jolute Authority, and yet the Kjiights - Companions Appro¬
bation, we have cleared uo that Point in the Act of Ele-

and
Ere¬

ction j for though it is his unquefticnable Authority
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Prerogative, to Prorogue Election! ad libitum, yet out 0fRefpedt, and Honour to the Ky>‘ghts -Companions, theirApprobation hath been fometimes expreft.

§ 18. When any Knight - Companion hath received a faSummons, to appear ac a Chapter of Election, and doth f itfiwilfully refufe , or withdraw himfelf , he was to be mul& ‘fh ta Mark for his Difobedience, which King Henry VHI’S ifStatutes inlarged to twenty Shillings , payable to the Dean j !°
\and College of Handfor, to pray -for defundt Souls. And f ‘

at his next appearance in Chapter, he was to remain 3f!
kneeling in the midft of them , before the Sovereign, or ;Deputy , till he was reftor’d to their Favour ; Yet upon a • !
juft Caufe fignified to the . Sovereign fome time before,under the Seal of his Arms , he was excufed, if it was P ^
found juft and feafible ; if not, it was rejected, and he re¬mained Punifhable.

' '
And for greater Caution, this Claufe was formerly in- . -.Wferted , in the Letters of Summons ; where, after the Time il

'k®1®
and Place for Election was certified , and command givento obferve both, the Letter concludes thus, et fe efire ny

"fa
foues nous Signifiesfoub \ , c§ c. and if it cannot be accom - fjoosn
plifhed , that is, if the Knight -Companion could not meet
at the time afligned , to perform what the Statutes oblige , Mom
he Ihould then fignify to the Sovereign, under his Seal, the We
caufe of his Impediment ; fo that he might perceive by his an, pi
Excufr, whether it was worthy of Acceptance, or he in Iroid
Fault or not . <eind1

iKoble
’in

CAP-  X.

T/̂ Inveftiture of a Knight-Subjed with
the Garter and George.o

■lO.-tR

?Sat ;

I F the Knight chanpe to be atll’indfr, that is newly i- ^Elected, or where roever the Chapter is held, after .i^ ,.
the Sovereign hath fignified his Pleafurc in the Ele- W

crion of the Perion, the Garter is immediately difpatched :
out pf the Chapter , to give him the Intelligence; as is appa - ,

rent <!

S
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