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GAP.  VIII.
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ONCERNINGthe Officersappointed for
the fervice of the Order * to give it a greater
degree and augmentation of Honour , the

Founder conftituted a Prelate , Rcpjler and Ufaer, alig¬
ning them feveral Duties . Some of his Succeffors

ifa ; added the Chanchellor and Garter, and all of them Sworn
“ifr. to be of the Council of the Order ; among thefe the
ft : Prelate and Chanchellor are ufually nominated the Prin-

cipal , the other three the jinferiour Officers of the
it i Order.
imp In this Chapter we fhall give fome account of their
l«h Inftitution , Oath , Habit , Enfigns , Privileges and Peii-
Voilfionsj for as to the nature of their Offices and their
vj 1 Duties, they are for the general, Recorded in the Black
lanyBook , under the Title Conjtutiones ad Officiates Ordinis
\xB [Gamrij

'
] peculiariter attinentes, &c . Upon the Eftablifh-

fetment , Anno 13 . Hen. VIII . 1521 . and annex ’d to his
atom Statutes, and more particularly their Duties , will occur
iv,a in feveral places of theenfuing Difcourfe , where they
I it a properly fall in to be Treated of, as follows 5
jJJl The  Prelate is the firft and primier Officer, and in
jut the Founders Statutes , call ’d Prcelatus Ordinis 3 and that
£012the then Bifhop of Winchejler, William de Edyngton was
,f the firft Prelate is very obious from thence ; he is an

Officer of Honour only , and hath neither Penfion nor
[jj (j Fees allowed him by the faid Conftitutions j this Office
, ) y is vefted in the Bifhop of Winchejler, for the time being }

and from the Annals of the Order it ’s manifeft his Sue-
^ ceffors have continued Prelates to this Day, except the

0{i interruption only of a few Months , Anna 7 . Ed. 6 . im-
ife *' mediatel y a t̂er fo e Publifhing this King ’s Statutes;

(tit
therein foe other Four Officers were conlfituted anew,

"V t0 attend the Order , but the Prelate wholly laid by.
■& y^ nKr high reputation this See hath been favour ’d
llu0 with , may be collected from an Aft of Parliament , 31.

Hen, VIII . concerning the Placing of the Lords in Parlia¬
ment Chamber, and other Afiemblies and Conference?
of Council , whereby this Bilhop had Place afligned

O him
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him next to the Bifhop of Durham, who hath place bthar Act , next the Archbilhop of York.

-, tho ’ before inr/fpe£l of the prehemenence of this noble Order , he hadprecedence and Place granted above all Bifhops, andnextunto the Arch- Bifhops . At that Officers admittancehe isr »hl t-/-v on O i fJi 1M flip rsrpf r\ £ ■♦■l-. ia O _ •

unto the Arch- isuhops . At that Umcers admittanceheisoblig ’d to take an Oath in the prefenee of the SovetaipQor his Lieutenant , which conliils ofthefe particulars.

Of

I . To he prefent in all Chapters, whereunto he is Shui.
mowed.

а . To report all things truly without Favour or Fear.
3 . To ta !{e the Scrutiny faithfully, and prefent it to tit

Sovereign.
4. To keep fecret , and not difcloje the Councils of tk

Order.
5 . To promote and maintain the Honour of it.
б . To withjland and reveal what is defigned to the tjit-

trary.
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This Oath is read in Chapter, by the Regifler of the
Order , the Gentleman -Ufher of the Black-Rod , hold- 1
ing the Book , whillt the Prelate Kneels between the

■ode?
, rute!

Sovereign ’s Knees.

Of the ROBE.
As the Knights -Companions had their Surcoats be¬

llowed on them , at the Sovereigns charge , and there - ^fore called the Kings Livery , fo had the Officers of
the Order their Liveries or Robes out of the Sove 1
reign ’s Wardrobe , and in particular the Prelate of theni

stintOrder : For in the Rolls of the great Wardrobe, w fTI
ad allow ’d him for his ■ ,

1find that William de Edyngton hao »UU w ,* . . . .. . . . ■,
Robe of the Sovereign ’s Livery , againft the Feaft ofL1*1
St . George, Anno 3 7 . Ed. III . one Cloth of Sanguine |

"
p

grain , andalarge quantity of Furs for trimming it UP; : ■'**
And we find this Robe fo affigned the Prelate to beof
the fute or colour of *the Knights -Companions Sot- rpjCoats the lame Year, viz. Sanguine in grain, and that
he had a great allowance of Furr j for his being a Man¬
tle was larger than any of the Knights Surcoats, tho ’ the)
are both call ’d by the fame name Roba in the Rolls
of the Wardrobe . Anno 7 . Rich. II . William de Jfyck ’’0

then

st®s
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then Prelate had the fame allowance, one Cloth of Vio¬
let in grain and other Materials . But the Difcrimina-
tion was in the Bellies of Minevers, whofe Number
was now much encreafed , and that the fame allowance
was bellowed on him in the nth and 19 th Years of the
faid King. But in thefe three Inftances the Colour of
the Cloth Was different, and fuitable to the Knights-
Companions Surcoats , thofe very Years, viz. Violet in

grain, White and Blue, and Anno 1 2 . Hen. VI . the
Kobe of Henry Beaufort , Cardinal and Prelate was
White, as then were the Surcoats of the Knights-Com-
panions, whence it is evident the Livery formerly
allowed the Prelate annually varied in Colour, as did
the Knighfs-Companions Surcoats.

In that ancient Precedent of the Liveries of the Gar¬
ter, remaining in the great Wardrobe * wherein the
Surcoats of the Knights-Companions are reduced to a
Stated proportion in the meafure of the Cloth, number
of Furs and Garters , modeled out according to their
Hate degrees , there the Prelate hath the following al¬
lowance for his Livery,

24. Yards of Woollen Cloth.

isSr , p -j
3 Timber de Bifs.

fr® By all which it is manifefl: what Materials and colour
•1& the Prelate ’s Robe was of at the inflitution of the Or-
lf ® der , and for a long time after, nor do we find any
>ftk variation until the Reign of King Hen. VIII . and then
tfitct this Habit was ordained to be Crimfon Velvet , lin ’d
4 j with white Taffaty , faced with blue , and thereon
K®'1 down the opening before upon the bordures, fundry
tkf Royal cognizances on the right fide , the Rofeof Eng-
of Sc land Crowned , on the left fide oppofite one of King
5®ii! Edvi. IV ’s . Badges , viz. a Rofe within the Sun Beams

Crowned ; and then the aforefaid Badges again vice
aparfverfa,  with more Damashings 3 on the right fide the
iiaiv Flower de luce of France Crowned, and on the left
sW Fde King Edvii Ill ’s, peculiar Badge, viz. The Sun
,:oatvBeams iffuing out of a Cloud , and thofe Badges re-

fct
'
t; Peated alternate fituatipnsj every Badge inter-

syt O a polated,
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dated with an Area of Embroidered Damask:mg;'orty of thefe Clouds wrought of Gold , Silver

Silk , having in the middle the Saxon Letter E of Gold
were provided to him feVeral Garments made for that
King a 1 Edu\ III. and Embellifhed with Stars. As the
left Shoulder of a Knight Companions Mantle, fo the
right Shoulder of the Prelates Robe is injoynedtobe
Embroidred with aScutcheonof St . George

’s Arms, encom.
parted with a Garter , and adorned with Cordons of
blue Silk mingled with Gold . After a while the colour
of this Robe became changed to Murray . The allowance
of Velvet 1 6 Yards , of white Sarcenet for Lining u
Yards, and a Garter for the Shoulder , Embroidred with
Purls of Damask Gold . But 13 Eliz. for the Livetyof Bifhop W'

atfon then newly admitted , the quan¬
tity of Velvet was encreafed to 18 Yards ; but the
Lining and Garter remained as it was, fo alfo the
Cordon , having Buttons and Taflels of blue Silk , and
Venice Gold ; the like Robe in all particulars were
made for Bifhop Cooper, and Bifhop Bilfon, his Succeflars,
Temp. Eliz.

About ia Car. I . the Prelate and Chancellor Pe¬
tition ’d the Sovereign to reftore them their ancient
Rights and Privileges of Honour , in relation to their
Enfigns and Robes upon their outward Garments,
whereupon 13 Car. I . it was Ordered in Chapter, that
the Knights - Commiffioners ( newly Eftablifhed by that
Chapter ) fhould take into their confideration the Robes
the Prelate and Chancellor were to be inverted with , and
certify the Sovereign the ancient Colour and Fafhion ; but
nothing was effe &ed untill after the Refloration , and
then by Warrant under the Signet of the Order,
Dated February 19 . 13 . Car. II. the Prelate had aSigned
him for his Livery of the Order , one Robe of Purple
Velvet , containing 18 Yards, and 10 Yards of white
Taffaty for Lining , as alfo the Arms of St . Georpe within
a Garter , wrought with Letters , and Purls of Damaslt,
Gold and Pearls, having Laces , Buttons and Taflels of
purple Silk , and Venice Gold ; but what inducements
the Sovereign had for fo changing the Murray Colour
for Purple , has not reached our Intelligence . The
time he is obliged to Wear this Robe , is in exprefs text
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0f tlie Coaflitutions , to be Yearly on the Vigil and Day
^ of St . George, wherefoever he is at liberty , whether it

be in Parliament, or any other folemn Occaflon, or
165 feflival whatfoever.

The Honours conferred on this Officer , are , that his
:,f' Poft in all Proceedings and Ceremonies of the Order,
^ is on the right Hand of the Chancellor 5 that he
^Ctehath the Privilege of Mar/halling his Arms within
: ‘i the ennobled Garter , and accordingly hath it been cufio-
ft :;

'
mary to furround them , impaling his See. He hath

fali allotted him convenient Appartments within the Caftle
iroiJtof Windjor, in a Tower Situated on the North -fide,
■tlj calledWinchejier Tower ; and as often as he fhall Arrive
tit thither, or to any other Place at the Sovereign ’s Com-
• (, t mand, upon the Affairs of the Order , he ought to have a1-
j ill, lowed him of the Court Livery forHimfelf and Retinue,
Sill; according to the Stipends , that Earls refident in Court

jj,., Ido poffefs. 2 Car. I . This Officer (fo well as the Chan¬

ged!ce^or) had the Honour allowed him , to Wear upon the
left Part of his Cloak , Coat, and riding Caflock , at
all feafons, when he fhould not be Invefted with his

1>in. Robe, and in all Places, and Affemblies, a Scutcheon of
the Arms of St . George, but not inriched withPearls and

j Stones . But not long after there was fome reftraint upon
this Aft, tho ’ I do not find ft repealed.

§ 2 . The inftitution of the Chancellors Office , his

■■ Oath , Robe , Badge , and Penfion next follows to be han-

j
died . At the Erefting this Noble Order , the common

1 .J Seal was ordained to remain in the cuflody of whomfo-

q, ever the Sovereign fhould pleafe to lodge it,but exprefly
“J - to be one ofthe Knights -Companions ; among whom in

after -times, Sir ’John Robertjack^ is Stiled Cujios Sigtlft Or-
'■0

. having the cuflody of it by Decree, 1 . Hen. VI . by a
“s0 Prolepfis of Speech , Styled Chancellor in the Black

®°ok . But King Edse. IV . finding it requifite to fix
i ®*

j
the Office of Chancellor of the Garter , in a Perfon

nl h diflinft from the Knights -Companions , and fubfervient
infill; to them , Decreed in a Chapter at Wejlmimfler, 1 6 Regni
jtrtt fui, That the Seal of the Order fhould be refigned to

.isp®
8 Richard Beauchamp, then Bifhop of Salisbury to keep

O 3 during
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during pleafure , and he to be called Chancellor of this
moft noble Order 5 not long after by Letters Patent,
under the Great Seal of England, Dated the 10th of (M,
% 5 . Edu\ IV . this King declared , that tho ’ this Office'
was not expreffed by the Founder ’s Statutes , yet wasit
neverthelefs very ufeful, and therefore for the Advance,
ment , and good of the Order , he conftituted an Of¬
ficer named Chancellor : And forafmuch as this Office
was of great Import and Concern , and required an ex¬
pert and able Perfon , it was His further Pleafure, that
none but a Bilhop Ihould Execute it ; moreover con.
fidering the Chapel of St . George at Windfor, was Found¬
ed within the Diocefs of Salisbury, and having regardto
the prudence and diligence of the faid Beauchamp,
who out of meer love to the Order , attended daily the
progrefs of the Work , wherewith the King was then in
t °i r _ 1 . /-il_ 1 rrr - . jr . .. *hand for enlarging the Chapel at Windfor 5 he did
therefore Ordain the faid Bilhop for the Term of his
Life , Chancellor of the Order , and after his deceafe,
his Succeflors, Bilhopsof Salisbury, Ihould always have
and hold the laid Chancellor -Ihip Neverthelefs , pro-
vided that the King ’s Conceffion Ihould be put in exe¬
cution , by the Advice of the Knights -Companions,
and without prejudice to the Bilhop of Winchefter, in
thofe things which ought by the Statutes of Inftitution
to belong unto him.

This Office thus conferred upon Beauchamp perfo-
nally for Life , and perpetually to his Succeflors , Bi-
Ihops of Salisbury, by vertue of this Grant continued
Chancellors , nor doth it appear that any other Perfon
had been invelfed therein , until {Ann. 7 . E. VI. that Sir
William Cecil, then principal Secretary of State , was
made Chancellor.

For upon Reformation of the Order by that King, his
Statutes wholly excluded the Ecclefiafficks, and ap¬
pointed that the Chancellors - Office Ihould be executed
by a Knight qualified , with Honour and Reputation
to manage a Poll of that Care and Fidelity 5 he there¬
upon appointed Sir William Cecil, Chancellor $ And
here firft entred a fecular Perfon , notwithflanding
which in a Charter to the Bilhop of Salisbury, 4
(containing the Charters of Queen Mary , H. VIII. an“

j§n,Tl
life A'
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■Ijjft  VII . and in another 4- Car. I . the forementioned
tttU Letters Patents, made to Beauchamp, by King Edw. IV.
i"4, are therein recited totidem verbis, and confirmed as

a Tacit Refervation of the Right and Title of thole
;; Bifhops , whenfoever the Sovereign Ihould have a
,U benign and propitious Afpefl towardsthat See . The

Ijjj
*

firft of thefe Bilhops who concerned himfelf for re-
covering this high Station to that See , wasBifhop Cotton,

. who upon the Death of Sir Edward Dyer, fometime
jj
1®*1 Chancellor , Petitioned the Sovereign, 6 . Jac. I . and pray-
‘ 1 ed Reftitution thereof to the Church of Salisbury ; but be-

lor“
; fore any determination , the two chief Juftices , and chief

ffIi: Baron was advifed withal, who were of Opinion, that
Wty this Office was not compleatly or fufficiently annexed
Btm t0 Bifhoprick of Salisbury by King Ed-w. IV. But

Cooî inhislnftitutes , reports the point Void, upon the
3stk incertainty of the Grant , for that a new Office was
^Erefded , and not defined what Jurifdi£tion or Authority

11°f : the Officer fhould Exercife5 and there’s affigned a third
ke« Reafon , That the Grant was in the Sovereign’s difpofal,
iwfe becaufe the Patent was obtained without Fee ; with
Ms,fone or more of thefe Opinions , the Sovereign ’s judg-
j® meftt being fwayed , He forthwith nominated Sir John
imp! Herbert, one of His privy Council to the Chancellor-
: ” Ihip , and fo this affair remained Silent, until Anno12 .
i’InkCar . I . when John Davenant, Bifhopof Salisbury, upon

Sir Francis Cranes deceafe , remonltrated to the So-
vereign his Claim to this Office , whereuponat a Chapter

■ffoiJ, held at Windfor, 5th of Dec. that Year, the Sovereign
cotitift propos ’d to the Knights -Companions prefent , that tho’
yFio he had made Election of Sir Thomas Eowe for his

[ tte
' Chancellor that time, yet underftanding a Claim made

tatCi
' hy the Bilhop of Salisbury, that the Place was annexed

to that See, he commanded the Lords-Companionsto
ta&f the pretence of right into their confiderations5 to

^ jui which propofition of the King’s, they anfwered that
[,«[# they thought it not their duty to fearch for the Title of
Rep

anX Eerfon , but that if the Bifhop did produce his
],t:

Evidence and Proofs , he might prefent it in Chapter to
be confidered.

Upon this Encouragement , the Bifhop prefented a
Petition , which was read in the Chapter at Windfor,

% 0 . 4„
tKe
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the 18th ofJprsl  enfuing, to this effect , That King Edn,IV , by Letters Patent , had Ere&ed this Office of Chau!cellor , and did then grant the fame to Richard Beauchamp,
Bifhopof Salisbury, and his Succefforsfor ever , incon-fideration that the Chapel of St . George was withintheir Diocefs; that thofe Bifhops had enjoyed the fame,
according to the Charter , which Charter had been con¬firmed under the Great Seal of England, by fome other
Kings and Queens , and laftly by the King himfelf. But
that the ufe and exercife of that Office had for manyYears been difeontinued from them , praying therefore
an Hearing , and Examination , that the right of the
faid Church might be preferved and reftored . To the
fubftance of which it was objected.

Firft, That the Great Seals of England did not work
within , or upon the Statutes and Rules of the Order
of the Garter.

Second, That  no Grant could preferibe the prefent
Sovereign , it being a Law Fundamental within the Or¬
der , Suprema Lex was Suprema Voluntas.

Third, That it did not appear by the Records of ' the
Order , that the Office of the Chancellor was any other-
wife conferred upon Richard Beauchamp, Bilhop of Salis¬
bury, than quam diu Regiie celptttdini complacent.

To the Firjl, It was anfwered by way of Exception,
as to the Grant of Offices, forafmuch as the Great Seal
of England was took into , and became legal within the
Order in like cafes ; and not any Patent for an Office,
had pafl : under the Seal of the Order , but under the
Great Seal of England, and in particular the Office of
the Chancellor -Blip , which had not been tranfafted, if
any legal defedl had been therein.

To the Second, granting it was fo as was Objected , it
appeared that the Sovereign was as much at liberty to
reftore this Office to the See of Salisbury, as continue it
to fecular Dignities.

To the Third, what was alledged out of the Records
of the Order , related only to the time of delivering
the Seals to Bifhop Beauchamp : But afterwards when
the Office was Eredled by Letters Patent , it was then
granted to him during Life. Something was replied
from the Judges Opinions , even in this cafe, Jnnljac.
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i R. VI- But the Sovereign thought it was not then well
jcanvafs’d and weighed , to permit the Chapter Afls of

, ■ this Order, wholly independant from other Laws , to
1,11 rrceive conftruftion and determination from the com-

1 '̂ prepare the Vouchers and Proofs of his pretenfions
lin vindication of his Petition , and to fend them to be

delivered to the Knights -Commiffioners, elefled for the
affairs of the Order , for their consideration at the

“St next Chapter , which was accordingly put in execution,
■jfil: and then refierred to them again to be confidered,prepar-
& ii ed and abbreviated , to be perqfedby the Sovereign, for

his final determination . But the Scotch War fhortly af-
nott ter breaking forth , and troubles running high at Home,
heO. the further Profecution was laid afide, and not revived

until the 19th of Nov . Armo 3,1 . Car,  II . When Seth
:prefeWard, Bifhop of Salisbury, took encouragement upon
tirQ the former grounds , and the Sovereign ’s favour , to fet

on foot this Claim , by a Petition prefented to the Chap-
Mil ter then held at Whitehall,  where , after a full debate and
iNjA mature deliberation had of its equity and juft Foun-

dation, he obtained a Decree for Re -eftablifhment of
a this Office on the Bifhpps of that See , upon the firft
fEsis vacancy , Dated the 19th of Nov . 1669. and prefent
. (Jrfji his Majefty the Sovereign , the Dukes of Yoift, and Or-

mond, Earls of Oxford and Manchefter, Prince Rupert,
.jj fl; Earls of Driftol and Sandwich, and the Duke of M<m-
Ufldtf mmh -
Ok
m 0f the OATH.

The Oath the Chancellor takes at his Admifiton

^ which we find to be the fame with the Prelates , and
jflflii

in the like humble Pofture upon the Knee, and ufually
Adminiftred by the Regifter of the Order . As to his
Robe, it was at firft the fame with the Prelates , both

, f° r Cloth and Colour , but his proportion of Cloth far
f1#

* C*"S? ^ av’n§ all° wed him but 5 Yards, when the Pre-
y. ^ ate B*d 2<b nor But 3 Timber of Minever groft,

:*lf ’ where the Prelate had 19, befide a large quantity of o-
,i ther Fursj nor was the Colour confined to one kind,
i 'll15, until the conftitutions of this Office appointed it to be

Crimfop

mon Law, and therefore declared that the Bifhop ought
K/a heard : and to that nnrnnfe . wave him Orders to



( *98 )
Crimfon , as was the Prelates , for no doubt it was hefore annually changed , as his was to the Colour of theKnights -Companions Surcoats 5 however by the Pi&ureof the ancient Habits of the Officers, it is conlpicuousit was debared the Royal Badges, wherewith the Pre¬lates Rofe was Embroidred 5 when the Colour of thePrelates Robe was changed to Murray , the Chancellorshad the fame Alteration and was Trim ’d alike in allother particulars . The proportion allowed to Sir
Thomas Smith for his Livery , Anno 14 . Eliz. was 18Yards of Murray Velvet , iz  Yards of Sarcenet for the
Lining , one Garter wrought with Pearls of Damask Gold
for the Shoulder , one Lace (or Cordon ) with But¬
tons , and Taffels of blue Silk and Venice Gold , and the
fame Materials and Quantities were afterwards diflri,
buted out of the Sovereigns great Wardrobe , to the
fucceeding Chancellors.

But Anno 13 . Car. I . The Prelate and Chancellor en¬
deavouring a Reformation in this Habit , the Dye both
of the Prelates and this Officers Robe was changed into
Purple.

Besides this Robe , the Chancellor of the Order hath
an honourable Badge of Diftinflion affigned him to wear,firft granted to Sir William Peters and his Succeffors , the
9th of OBoher,  1 and z Ph. and Mar. viz. a golden Rofe
enclofed within a Garter , which he and his Succeffors,
Chancellors of the Order , have ever fince worn dailyabout their Necks ; at firft it was Pendant in a Gold-
Chain , but fince in a Purple Ribband . It feems fome-
thing of this Defign had been in Agitation a little be¬
fore , fo foon as the Chancellor/hip became veiled in a
Layman 5 for King Edward Vi ’s Statutes did Ordain,
That the ChancellorJhould wear about his Neck, a Crofs ofthe
Order, with a red Rofe , in a white, of Gold, all compctffedwithin a Garland of red and white Rofes.

And  becaufe it was fuggefted to King Charles  I. That
there were different Accounts and Uncertainties con¬
tained in feme Books concerning the Wearing of this
Badge , He , by Warrant dated at Oxford the 16 th of De¬
cember in - the lift  Year of his Reign , 164. $ . ordained
Sir James Palmer Kt . and Bart . Chancellor of the Laid
Order , ( and his Succeffors) fhonldwear about his Neckat
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^ all times in Honour ofhis fetid Place, ( that thereby,he may he

H known to he of that Office and Dignity , as hath been accujlo-
4 med) a Medal or Jewel of Gold enamelled with a red Rojcy

(within a Garter of Blue enamel, with this Sentence inferibed,
'%(

' Honyfoit qui maly penfe) or fuels an one as we or the rejl

^ oftheKnights-CompanionsofthefaidMoJlNoble Order of the

Garter do or pall from time to time hereafter wear in our Col-

•ilj lars of the faid Order in particular Reference to tts or them.

And in the Reverfe thereof, he Jball bear the Efcutcheon of

38 f* St. George enamelled within a Garter alfo in reference to the

ffilil': Order it feIf, which he onlypall w$ar hanging by a light purple
Jlti

'i Ribband, or in a gold Chain, as hath been accujlomed.
I w Among the Officers of the Order , the Chancellor is

to;
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feated next beneath the Prelate, and in all Proceedings
and Seffions , goeth , and litteth , on his left Hand :
And as it was ordered by the Conftitutions of the Offi¬

cers , That if the Chancellor hapned to be a Layman,
he Ihould be alfo a Knight, ana have other perlonal
Endowments. So did King Charles I . conceive it requi-
fite to conferfome furtherMark of DiftinHion upon this
Officer, in relation to Place and Precedence without
the Order ; to which effect, there palled a Decree in a

Chapter aflembled by the Sovereign at Whitehall, the

13d of April, 1625 . prefent , the Earls of Mulgrave, Mont¬

gomery, Rutland , Carhjle, Holland, Suffolk,, Pembroke, Arundel

andSurrey, Salisbury , Dorfet, Barffipire and Northampton,
That Sir Francis Crane , the prefent Chancellor, and all others

thatpouldfucceed him in that Place hereafter , pall , in right

of that Place, in all Affemhlies, and upon all Occafions, he

ranked and placed immediately after Knights-Privy - ConnerHors,
and before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Perfont holding
both Places , being in Pari gradu , and confequentlybefore all

others, whom the faid Chancellor is to precede , Sic.

And to the intent the Chancellor of the Exchequer
’s

Place maybe certainly known, May the 20th, 21 Jac. I.
it was thus efiablilhed, That the Knights ofthe Mofi Noble
Order of the Garter , the Privy -Councellors , the Mafler of the

Courts of Wards and Liveries , the Chancellor and Under

Treafurer of the Exchequer , Chancellor of the Dutchy , the

ChiefJuJlice of the Court of King
’s Bench , the Mqfter of the

Kolls, the ChiefJnjiiceofthe Court of Common-Pleas, the

Chief Baron of the Exchequer , and all other Judges and Ba¬
rons
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vOHsofthe Degree of the Coif, Jhouldhave Place and Precedencyin all Places , and upon all Occafions before the younger Sons of
Vifcounts and Barons , and before all Baronets, &.C.

The aforefaid Conftitutions provide the Chancellor
of the Order an Habitation within the Caftle of Windfor,
as well as the Prelate , which is the South -Weft Tower
in the lower Ward of the Caftle , call’d the Chancellor 's
Tower. The Psffeffion thereof had been for fome time
in the Power of others ; and therefore by a Chapter
convened at White- hall, Nov, 5th, 5 Car. I . it was refto-
red unto Sir Francis Crane, then Chancellor of the Order,
and after his Deceafe , to defcend to his Succeffors.
Thefe Conftitutions alfo ordained him the like Live¬
ries at the Table and Court of the Sovereign , as were
allowed to the Prelate.

At the firft Eredlion of this Office , the Chancellor
had no Penfion awarded him , until the Conftitutions in
reference to the Officers were Eftablifhed . At that
time there was conferr ’d on him a Penfion of 100/ . per
Annum, in confideration of his Employment , orelfean
allowance proportionate in Fees , Offices or other Prot
motions , over and above his Lodgings in the Caftle,
and Liveries at Court . But as to Fees and Perquifites,
there are none to be Claimed by this Officer ; and for
that Reafon , he not only pofleftes the faid Penfion , but
all his disburfements allowed him , even to Paper,
Wax , and Wafers ; and indeed thofe who enjoyed the
Office efteem ’d it as a degradation of their Poft, to re¬
ceive either fee , or gratuity for any affair Tranfa&ed
within the Order ; and Sir Thomas Rowe, fometime
Chancellor , affirmed That his Office was an Offce of Hon¬
our, and not of Fees, and that he had always excepted againjl
Fees, for the dishtirfemcnt of the Sovereign

' s Money : Tho ’ he
acknowledged fome had bellowed on his Clerk a fmall
gratuity , for the bare Ingroffing of an Alms Knights Pa¬
tent , but nothing farther.

And becaufa the Cuftody of the Seals of the Order,
appertains to this Officer ; it will be here the fitteft
Place to mention fomething of them . By the Statutes of
Edw. III . they were to have a Common Seal . This is
confirmed by the Statutes of King Hen. V. and fines
earned the Great Seal of the Order . The ufe of this is
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( 2 ° I )
not only to Seal the Original Statutes , appointed to re¬
main perpetually within the Treafury of lVmdfor College,
as alfo thofe Copies of which each Knight -Companion is
obliged to conferve one, but likewife all Letters of
Licence to any of the Knights -Companions defirous of
winning Honour abroad , and all Mandates and Certifi¬
cates , relating to the Order.

After what Model the firfl Seal was compos
’d,

we have no exa£! Relation . Polydore Virgil tells us , That
when the Founder of the Order had fixed Choice of
St . George for its Patron , he reprefented him Armed,
and Mounted on an Horfe , bearing a Silver Shield , and
thereon a Red Crofs, but whether St . George thus de¬
signed, was on the firft Seal, or only a Scutcheon of his
Arms, as in latter times , is uncertain . But his Author
obferves that the Founder Habited his Soldiers ia white
Jackets or Coats , and on their Breafts and Backs fowed
Red Crofles, parallel to the Arms affigned to St . George,
as well as to the Kingdom of England, put under his
Patronage, which Arms the Sovereigns of the Order,
have ever fince exhibied in their Standards . But be-
fides this Common Seal King Hen. V. in the 9th Year of
his Reign , Inftituted a privy Signet , in cafe the Sove¬
reign fhould be called out of this Kingdom upon
weighty Affairs . The intent thereof was to affix it to all
Afts pafled by the Sovereign beyond Sea , to diftinguifh
them from thofe of his Deputies in England. King
Hen, VIII ’s Statutes , Ordain the making both of a Com¬
mon Seal and Signet , and dire £l that the Arms of the
Order fhould be Engraven upon each of them . The
Common Seal ufed in his Reign was a Garter , within it
a Shield having the Crofs of St . George, impaling the
National Arms, the faid Shield encompaffed with two
Branches hanging from the Regal Crown , which
debrufes part of the Garter 5 the Signet being defigned
after the fame manner , but lefs : Temp. 5?ac. I . it fuf-
fered no other alteration , but only in the National
Arms , by admitting the Quarterings of Scotland and
Ireland, and new -fafhioning the Crown , omitting the fuf-

penfion of the Shield.
There was a Seal made at the beginning of the

Reign of King Cha. I . which being efteemed too little
for the Grandure and Honour of the Sovereigns Com-

miffions,
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mifBons, it was afterwards Decreed in Chapter , held
x 8th of Jpril. 13 . Car . I . That anew oneJbould be madeof
a larger Size , with the accuftomed Arms and Motto , and thi
rare thereof commited to Sir Thomas Rowe , Chancellor •

which Command he Executed with all due care and re¬
gard , as is manifeltly evident by the noblenefsof the
defign : One Representation being St . George, in Ar¬
mour , adorned with a waveing Mantle , his Bever
open , his Helmet plumed , holding a Shield of his
Arms in his left Hand , and flriking witha Swordinhis
right , his Body mounted on a bold Horfe , Trampling
over a Dragon , which Aflails the Champion , the whole
Figure is well contracted , and the Sun , a Rock, the
Bones of devoured Men, and a Mountain in Lointon,
in it is Circumfcribed , Magnum Jtgillum Nohilis Q.
dims Garterij 3 having the enrichments of feflons be¬

tween every Word placed pentagonally : The other
Reprefentation , is the Royal Garter imperially Crown¬
ed, enclofing a Shield of the Arms of St . George, im-
paling the Sovereign ’s Arms, the fame Bordered with
Fret -work , and other Ornaments in Cartouche. In
the fame decree, direction was given alfo for a new
Signet , the former being thought too big for Letters,
and this was an Oval lhaped fo from its Impreffion,
which was the Garter Crowned , wherein was St . George,
and the Sovereigns Arms impaled.

It was at the lame Chapter further decreed 5
“ That

‘s all Legations to deliver this Order to Foreign
“ Princes , all other AAs, bearing the Stile of Com-
“ millions , all Patents of Offices and Fees, all Grants
“ or Licences fent out of the Kingdom , Ihould be Sealed
“ with this Seal , which Ihould be henceforward called
“ the Great Seal of the Order ; fo alfo the Bookof
“ Statutes , fent to Ele £t Knights or Foreign Princes,
“ being fixed to a Label of Blue Silk , and held ac-
“ cording to antient Cuilom ; and that all Letters con-
“ cerning the Order , whether of fignificafion of Ele&i-
“ on, or Lieutenancy , or Summons upon prorogation,
“ or other Directions from the Sovereign , Ihould only
“ be Sealed with the Signet : Moreover , thefe Seals
“ were appointed to be thenceforth Born before the
“ Sovereign in all Publick Alfcmblies , during the

« Celebration
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( 2° 3 )
ti Celebration of St . Georg’s Feaft, or in other its So¬
le lemnities by the Chancellor of the Order , in aPurfe
« of blue Velvet, ” and Command given to Sir Thomas
Rou-e, to provid one accordingly ; on the forefide of
which Purfe was richly Embroidred (by a Gold -Smith)
with Venice Gold and Silver , Gold and Silver Purls and
Plates , and variety of Naples Silks , the Arms of St . George
impaling the Sovereign , furrounded with a Garter
Crowned, having a very fair Running Work , or Com¬
partment round about it , the charge of which amount¬
ed to 15 /. 16 s. 10 d.

By the Statutes of Inflitution , it was ordained , That
in cafe the Knights -Companions , to whofe care the
Sovereign did comm'it the Seal of the Order , fhould
upon lawful Occafions, be abfent from Court , it be¬
hoves him to leave it behind him , with fome other
Knight-Companion to prefent , to the Sovereign , to
the intent it might be always in readinefs ; but if
the Sovereign be out of His Kingdom , then the difpo-
falof it, was commited to the Deputies , and the Signet
of the Order fhould have a Warrant for all fuch A£ts and
Decrees as fhould be confirmed there.

The diftance from Court was by the Conftitutions,
teflrifted to 10 Miles, and by the Statutes of King
Hw . VIII . to 20. upon confideration whereof we find
SirThomas Ro -ive Chancellor , having fome occafions, Anna
1 jCar. I . to be abfent above 20 Miles, tendred the Seals to
the Sovereign, who was pleafed to difpence with the
Statutes, and permitted him to keep them neverthelefs.

g 3 . The Regillers Oath , Mantle , Badge , Privi¬
leges and Penfion , fall next under our confideration 5
he was one of the three , Conftituted at the Inftitution
of the Order , under the Title 'of Regijlrator and Regi-
Jlrarius, and fo is called in the Statutes of King Hen. V.
elfewhere in the Books of the Order , Scriba and A-
Buarius. What were the firft Regifters , names we can¬
not difeover, till the Reign of King Hen. V- But it
may be prefumed , they were Canons of Windfor 5
becaufe this Office was at firft affigned to one of that
College ; befides the Regifters from the Reign of
King Henry V . to the beginning of KingHenry VUIth
Reign , were alfo Canons of this College, among

whom
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whom was John Coninghdm, (and the firft found calledfo) as the Fragments of a Glafs Infcription in CkrtChurchnear Windfor, where he wasReffor , attefts. Thefir11 Dear! of*

Windfor, Conftituted Regifter of the Or-der was John Hefty , Anno 8 . Hen. VIII. many of whofeSuccefiors in this Deanry , have fince been admitted-
neverthelefs , as they were Canons not Deans of Wind-
for , and tis not improbable the Deans were Elefted tothis Office, as being enabled to fupport the Reputationof the Regifter/hip , with the Revenue of his Deanry,better than any of the Canons , with the addition ofthe
Penfion . But at a Chapter held at i’Whitehall, thea2d
of April, ii Car. I. The Sovereign thought it conveni-
ent that the Office of Dean and Regifter fhould concen¬
ter in one and the fame Perfon , as formerly , and there¬
fore commanded this his Pleafuer to be Enrolled amongthe Annals of the Order , that fo it might pafs in the
future Times , from Example into Rule.

By the Conftitutions of the Office , a fecular Perfon
is made capable of it , no lefs than an Ecclefiaftick,
how be it , He is to be a Man of fvigular integrity , eminent
quality , a Knight , and fignalized for Experience and
Learning but if an Ecciefiaftick, then muft he be aPer-
lon of confummate Erudition , a profejfor of Divinity or
Law , either Canon , or Civi 1, and a Dignitarian in fome
Cathedral Church , or elfe a Canon at Windfor.

The fubftance of his Oath in the Statute of the
Inftitutions was , That he fhould enter Upon the Regiftry , viith
ail Fidelity, the Scrutinies, EteBions, Penalties, Reconciliations,
and all other ABs relating to the Order, to which Wasad¬
ded , that he Ihall faithfully Dilcharge his Duty in all
things . But in King Hen. VUIth Days, the Oathen-
joyned him , differs nothing from that of the Prelates
and Chancellors.

At his Admiffion , he takes this Oath Kneeling,
while the Prelate ufed to pronounce the Words as Anno
I Mar. 5 . and 6 . Ph. and Mar. but in his abfence, asAnno
3 Eliz. the Chancellor adminiftred it . Anro 4.. Car. I.
the Prelate , Chancellor , and Regifter , took their Oaths
at onetime , and then it was thus Ordered firft the
Regifter took itKneeling between the Sovereign ’s Knees,
the Black Rod holding the Evangelifts , and the Garter

read
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read the Words out of the black Book 5 this done,
the Regifter read the Words of the Prelates Oath,
when he was Sworn ; and in the laft place , did the
like to the Chancellor ; after this manner did Garter
read the Words to the Regifters , admitted 11 Car. I . and
fa Car. II . We cannot trace the Habit this Officer had
affignedhim at the Ereflion of the Order ; but it af-
terwards appears , that his Allowance was the fame

jjl?! with the Chancellors , confiding of 5 Yards of Woollen
{H Gloth, and 3 Timber of Minever grofs , equalcnt to
, !*> what thofe Knights -Companions had allotted , who
™i4 were under the degree of an Earl : The Habit he is
fitctr pourtrayed in , at a proceeding of King Hen.  VUIth
“Mas Reign, Ihews it to be Ecclefiaftical , a black Gown , a
aiidtkSurplice over that , reaching to his Ancles , and thereon

Warns Mantle of Furs ; but the Coriflitutions of his Office
tffsiatreftri &edhim to none , wherein there feenis a defeSr,

fincethey have affignd Habits to the Garter , and black
arPerfaRod . Notwithstanding by a Draught of the Officers in
Mcltheir ancient Drefs , it is plainly demondrable to be a
, maentMantle, fomewhat of a Ruffel colour , Faced with a
mtfflPane of blue , whereon is Embroidred a Flower -de-
itVniduce Crowned Gold , then another Pane 'red , thereon a
ijtrie Lyon Paffiant gardant Crowned Gold , and fo they are al- '

irianii:i ternately placed to the bottom ; to this Mantle belong
Cordons of Silk , blue and yellow,

iij.f (j; Since  that time , not only the Regifters , but alfo Gar-
ters and Black Rods , Robes , underwent Tome Altera-
tions ; for by a Decree in Chapter , called at St. James,

.ft w ; 3#» . 1 . 4 and 5 . Ph. and Mar. thefe Officers wereaffign-
jcd Mantles of crimfon Satin , Lined with Taffaty , and

. (jjtktt
a Scutcheon of St . George

’s Arms , Embroidred on the
left Shoulder, but not encircled with a Garter , having
the fatne Buttons and Taflels as wereappointed -to the Pre-

fcittl*
âte an<l Chancellor ; the proportion of Satin affign-

i / cd to each Mantle , was 14 Yards, and as many Yards of
white Taffaty .

' ■ '
l|wC| ■ And tho ’ the Regiflers Mantle was Ann. z j Eliz.. com-
"T ir5 the precceding Materials , and had like Trim-
lth£ , ming , yet they agree not in their Proportions ,

'here be-
,1 tfi Yards of - crirbfcij. Satib^ and but 120F

(tt# 1 Taffaty ; from hence thefe ' Mantles lonfdnue ^ iininuia'
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ble until the aoth of Feb . r 3 Car. II . when there IfTueda Warrant to the Matter of the great Wardrobe, to
prepare for this Officer, as aifo for Garter , and the Black
Rod , for their Liveries Mantles of fcarlet Satin, each
containing 18, and 10 Yards of white Taffaty for Li¬
ning , but confoiiant in all other Punctilio ’s with the
former ; yet why the colour was altered , is not ex-
prefled.

The Regifter feems to have been represented with a
Scrowle in his Hand , for his Badge , and by the pro¬
ceedings in Queen Elizabeth 's Reign , Pictured witha
Book , both proper Symbols of his Office. In Dr. Ctti-
Jlopber Wren 's Regifterttiip , the Sovereign Commanded
him to cover the red Boole of the Order with crim-
fon Velvet , and affigned for the Garter , two Pens in
Saltire , interlacing the Garter above with thefe two
Letters C R Crowned , all being richly Embroidted,
(as alfo the Border ) with Venice Gold and Silver , and
various colours of Naples Silk , by Harrifon the Sove¬
reign ’s Embroiderer , with a Clafp , in Imitation of the
Garter , furrounding the Reprefentatien of St. Georgt;
which coft 12/ . 17 *. 6 d. This Book he was Ordered
to bear before his Breaft , on all Solemn Occafions
when he wore his Mantle , and for his better Conveni¬
ence , he made a Belt and an Ouch to hang it by.

So high a Regard had the Sovereigns of this Order,
not only to this Officer, but likewife to Garter and
Black Rod , that they took them into a particular Pro¬
tection , and by the Conftitutions of their Offices
granted them , “ That they , their Goods and Servants
“ fltould feverally remain under the Safe -guard of the
" Sovereign ; and if any Injury or Violence fhould
“ chance to be offered them either by Subjects or For-
“ feigners , whenfoever they fhould exhibit their Com-
“ plaint to the Sovereign , either himfelf or the
“ Knights -Companions fhould afford themjuflice ; hut
“ if the adverfe Party fhould refufe tofubmit his Caufe
“ to the Sovereign , then the Sovereign and Knights-

Companions fhould fhew themfelves fo far inclinable
“• towards thefe Officers, as to be ready to allow them
“ all favour , countenance , ct-c.” confiftent with JuUke
and Equity.
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Upon the ftrength and Security of thi * ancient Pri¬

vilege, to avoid the prolongation of a Law - Suit,
Dr. Chrijlopher Wren Regifter , Petitioned the Sovereign
in Chapter, held at Whitehall,  the 19th of Afril, 13
Car. I . againft one Thornhill,  who under Pretence of

Digging for Salt-Peter , had fo Undermined his Pigeon-
houfe , Built on the Rectory of Knoil Magna  in Wiltjh.
that it fell down ; and upon reading of the Petition , it
was refolved by the Sovereign, ana Knights -Compani-
ons , “ That they would confider the Grant in the Con-
“ ftitutions , and, until it was farther declared , the Chan-
“ cellor of the Order fhould have Power upon Infor-
“ mation of any rigour upon Controverfe begun in
“ any other Court , to write Letters under the Signet
“ of the Order , that all vexation againft them fhould
“ befuperfeded until Information of the caufe were gi-
“ ven to and determination in the Caufe refumed by the
“ Sovereign , or leave of him obtained to Proceed .

” Af¬
ter this it is fet down , that Thornhill  was Summoned
before the Lords Commiffioners of the Navy , and his ne¬
gative Anfwer given in , and reprefented to the Sovereign
in another Chapter , conven ’d the 4th of OBober  enfu-
ing 5 whereupon it was ordered , “ That the Chancellor
“ fhould write to the fame Lords Commiffioners, and
“ another to the Earls of Pembroke , Arundel  and Derfet,
“ three of the Knights -Companions , to Empower
“ them , that they or any three of them , fhould caufe
“ the faid Thornhill  to be brought before them , andlike-
“ wife write to any of the Inhabitants of Knoil, to view
“ and teftifie the Truth , to hear any further proof on
“ the behalf of either Party , and to give Sentence ac-
“ cording to Juftice , that fo a tedious Suit of Law might
“ be prevented , and the Dignity of this moft noble Or-
“ der protected .” Thefe Commands of the Chancellor
being Executed , and Certificates returned from the
Country, the Knights Companions , in a Chapter held
the 2,3th of May, l ^ Car. L were moved to perufe them 5
but before they could meet, Thornhill  fled , and the Pro¬
secution of this bufinefs ceafed. Upon the fame foot¬
ing was it, that the faid Dr. Wren obtained from King
Cha. I . His Gracious Prote £lion for himfelf , Servants,
and Eftate, literally exprefled in the late War , as the

P a Vialaters
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Violate)- ’ of that Order would anfwer this our contrary at their
Pert!, Bated at Oxford , under the Signetof this our Order the
1 2 th Day of Dec . in the  I 9th Year of our Reign.

This Officer by the Conflitutions hath a Penfion of
50 1. per Annum , or proportionable in Fees, Offices, or
other Emoluments . ; and Ann. i . and 2 Ph. and Mar,
the fame numerical Penfion was conferred on 0w»
Oglethorf, Dean of Windfor, out of the Exchequer , un;
til fome Ecclefiaftical Preferment of like value llaould
devolve on him . The fame was confirmed to Df . Maxey,
by Decree in Chapter , 1 6 Jac. I . and afterwards to Dr.
Beaumont, by Letters Patent , under the Great Seal of
England, 20 Jac. I . but there needed no Allotment of
Lodgings at Windfor to this Officer, as there was to the
reft , fince both the Canons and Dean were provided of
Houfes belonging to their EcclefiaflicalDignities within
the College, at the Erection of the Order.

(j 4 . Tt\ %fourth Offcer of the Order is Garter. He wasordain¬
ed by King Henry V. with the advice and confentof all
the Knights - Corhpantons , who for the Honour of the
Order , was pleaied be fltould be the principal Officer
within the College of Arms, and chief of the Heralds.
The Services enioyned him , relating to the Order,
were in preceding Times , performed by the Windfor
Herald of Arrns , an Officer created with that Title by K.
Edward III . mych about the time of his Erefting this
Order , and an Annual Penfion of 20 Marks , payable
out of the Exchequer , by Letters Patent for Life , which
was confirmed by King R. II.

Sir William Rruggcs was the Perfon firlf created Gar¬
ter , and called in the Inflitution of his Office , Jartitr
Roy d '

armys. des Anglois, but eliewhere ffiled Willielmut
Brugges , alias Dtffus, Gamer Rex Armorum. This Sir William
became a great Benefaffor to St . George

's Church at
Stamford, and in the Windows of the Chancel caufed
to be Reprefented King Edward III . with his twenty
five Knights -Companions kneeling , Habited in their
Mantles and Surcoats of Arms , but now much flut¬
tered and defaced ; 7ohn Smert his Succeffor had this
Office conferred on him by Letters Patents , under this
Title RexArmorum de Garteria , and John Wrythe was ffiled

Principal11.
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principalis Heraldic : , £?■Officiarius inclyti Qrdinis Garterij , Ar-

monivnq $ to Anghcorum, but Sir Gilbe rt Deth
'tci{_leaving

out HerAins joyned Principalis Rex, which ftill con¬

tinues*
In the Conftitutions of his Office he is called Garterus,

Rex Armorum Angline, whom the Sovereign and Knights-

Companions have decreed to be a Gentleman of Blood
and Arms, of unfpotted Reputation , and Born within
the Kingdom of England5 bdides as King Hen . Y. did
before, . fo doth King Hen. VIII . declare that he fhall
be chief of all the Officers of Arms, dependant upon
the Crown of England.

The fubftance of his Oath adminiftred by the Re¬

mitter at h is admiffion , whilft he humbly kneeleth at the

Sovereign
’s Feet , in the Chapter Houfe , is,

1 . To yield Obedience to the Sovereign , and Knight s- Co
'm-

panions.
2 . To keep Silence, and not difclofe

' the Secrets of the

Order.
5 . To snake fgnifcation of the Death of each Knight-

Companion.
4 . To execute all things faithfully committed to his Care.

5 . To enquire diligently after all the noble A8s of the

Knights-Companions , and certife them to the Regijhr.
6 . To befaithful in the exercife of his Office.
And fuch an Oath Sir Cknjiopher Barker took at a

Chapter held at Greenwich 28 Hen. VIII . when he was
made Garter.

As for a particular Habib we do not find any inferted
in the Great Wardrobe , whence it is prefumed , he
was at firft diftinguifhed from the reft, of the Officers of
the Order, by his Coat Embroidred with the Sove¬

reign ’s Arms , like as the Provincial King ’s then wore.
But after the Conftitutions of the Officers were Efta-
bli/hed, there was affigned him a Habit or Mantle in all

refpefts, refembling the Regifter , (faving that the
Ground whereon the Lyons and flower-de-luces were
Embroidred, was entirely Red ) and this to be wore
only at the publick Solemnities of the Order . Qween
Mary Commanded it to be made of crimfon Satin , and

fo it remained till the Reftoration , when the Colour
Was altered to fcarlet.

P 5 This



This Officer is appointed to bear a white Rod
Scepter at every Fealt of St . George, the Sovereignbeino
prefent , gilded at both ends, and at the top the Arrn
of the Order impaling the Sovereign’s Arms pourtrav ’d
on an oblong Cube Crowned, but no directions are
given in the Conflitutions for this Crown , nor for that
Ducal one on his Head wherewith his Effigies has
been repreferited , and yet at all great Solemnities is
never ufed that we can difcover . There was affigned
him by Queen Elk. a Badge of Gold to be worn daily
by him and his Succeffiors , before the Breaft , in a gold
Chain or Ribband , and thereon Ennamelled the
Sovereign ’s Arms, Crowned with an Imperial Crown,
and both furrounded with the Garter : But Sir Edmm

'
i

Walker when made Garter , obtained the Sovereign ’s
leave to Impale therein St . Georges's Arms, with thofe
of the Sovereign’s, which Badge is alike on both
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There is an Houfe appointed for his Habitation

within Windfor Caflle, called Garters Tower . It was
by Chapter annexed for ever to the Office of Gar¬
ter , and reftored to Sir William Segar

's Poffeffion , ad of
May, 1630 . By the Conftitution of his Office , he is to
be allowed Barons Service in the Sovereign ’s Court,
and his Table Served next after the Dean of the Cha¬
pel , with fuch Liveries as of old were accuftomed.

It appears that King Hen. V. after his erefling this
Office, died before he had fettled a Penfion upon Sir
William Brugges, for fupportation of his little Eftate,
which the Knights -Companions taking into coniidera-
tion , and that he might more honourably comport him-
felf to the Service of the Order , till the young King
fhould come to Age, they being aflembled in a Chap¬
ter , with the conient of the Prelate , decreed the Laid
Sir William to receive of each of them at every Feaft of
St . George, as is fet down , viz.

{Of the Bifhop ofWinchejler Prelate
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( 2U )
The  firft payment was agreed to be pay

’d down , and

fo to remain in force annually with requeft to the ab¬

sent Knights , that for the Honour of the Order , and

caufes in the Inftrument exprefs
’d , they would approve

of their Ordinance which paffed under the Seal of the

Order , Dated at Windfor, 1422 . Afterwards King Hen.

VI . in confederation of his Services to his Father and

himfelfj with confent of his Council , granted to the

fnid Brugges, by Letters Patent , a Penfion of 20 1. per
Annum , out of the Fee Farm of the City of Wtnchefier

(luring his pleafure , which Penfion upon the furrender

of his Patent he granted anew to him and Agnes his

Wife, for their Lives and the longer liver of them 5
and when this Office upon Sir William Brugges death,
was devolved on John Smart, Guyenne herald ( 3 April 28

Hen. VI .) he had the yearly Sum of 20 /. granted him

therewith for Life out of the Exchequer : But his Suc-

ceflbr John Wrythe, Norroy,obtained an increafe of Penfion

1040 1. per Annum, made payable out of thefmallCu-
floms of the City of London 3 this annual Sum was

afterwards confirmed to Garter by the Conflitution of

his Office , and an Augmentation from the then Knights-

Companions additional to the Penfions granted by their
Predecefiors , upon the Death of King Hen. V.

A Duke — — 4 Pounds.

’A„S
U

 -

A Knight B* cMor
In  fucceeding times the Sovereign thought fit to aug¬

ment this Penfion to 50 1. per Annum, (now payable out
of the Revenue fettled upon the Order, ) and the

Knights -Companions yet to enlarge their Sallery,
which they did , ( the Sovereign adenting ) by the de¬

cree made in a Chapter held at Windfor 13 , 14 , and 15.
Sept. An. 1617 . wherein it was ordained , That their Of¬

ficer Sir William Segar Garter Knight , King of Arms of that

Order Jhould then , and fiom thenceforth have renew 'd and

paid unto him certain annual Fees and Penfions , anciently en -,

joyed hy his PredeceJJhrs, with a furplus of to /. per Annum,
Which his Majefifs Ail of Royal Bounty , hath given ta

P 4
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( 2! 2 )l>h Jaid Servant for his better fupport and maintenance , ttsafo of Prince Charles , Prince of  Wales , the Sum of 81,and of every Duke of the Blood 6 1 . all other EJiates, viz,Duke not of the Blood  4I . a Marquefs 5 Marks, an Earl 4.Markj , a Vifcount 7 Nobles, a Baron 40 S. and a KnightBatchelor that fball he of the Order, 26 s. 8 d . all whichfaid Sums of Money , according to the feveral degrees of theirEJiates , are to he paid , ( continues the Decree ) unto the
faid Garter or his ajjigns yearly at St. Georges ’* Feajl, orimmediately after , as well by the Knights then present, as hythofe that fhall be abfent, or hereafter are to fucceed in thefaidOrder 5 and after the deceafe of the faid Garter , to his Sac-
ceffortfor ever.

At St . Georges's Feaft , Celebrated at Windfor , 22, 15,and 24 of April, Anno 1 5 Car. II . Sir Edward Walker thenGarter , reprefenting by Petition , that the annual Pen¬fion of the inftalled Knights then in Arrear for one Year,

id

|[S»°

[stwh<
jjeat

ffithjJ

\mkd

amounted to 94 /. 13 *. 4 d. according to their properproportion , the Sovereigns Share , (he being to pay forall ftranger Knights ) amounted at that time , to 32/. 13 *.4 d. and humbly praying that his Majefty would grantto him and his Succeffors an tool , per Annum, out ofthe Revenue fettled to the ufe of the Order , in lieu not
only of thofe faid Penfions, payable from the Sovereignand Knights - Companions , both Strangers and Subjects;but for refigning his Claim to his annual Penfion of 50/.in confideration for preparing Scutcheons and removalof Atchievements . This Petition the Sovereign was
pleafed to refer to a Committe of the Knights - Compa¬nions , who , namely the Duke of Alhemarl, the Earls of
JJndfey , Manchefter, Sandwich, and Stafford, who beingattended by Garter , and weighing the event of thePetition , offered their opinions to the Sovereign, to
grant him the faid 100 1. per Annum  in lieu of whathe offered to quit , whereby the intereft of this Office
might be preferred in a more compendious Methodthan it was , his Majefty exempted from thole fmall pay¬ments for Strangers , and the Knights -Subjefls themfelveswere difcharged from their annual Penfion , and his
Majefty ratifying the fame fhortly after , Sir Henryde Vr,the Chancellor , was ordered to pay unto Garter , and his
Succeffors the faid annual Penfiqn of tool,  which was

accordingly
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( 21 $ )
accordingly put in Execution , as an Equivalent for

Ef~
'

Fees and Salaries relating to the Order of the Garter,
_ -i-v . _ r  *1. : _ r \ az • _ . „ .. _1 * _ r„ ~

accordingly put in Execution , as an Equivalent for all

or caufe to be effected all Tranfa &ions whatfoever , the
'L Sovereign ! or Prelate , or Chancellor /hall enjoyn him,

in relation to this Moil Noble Order.

<J. 5 . The fifth and laft Officer is the Blacf-Rod.
f 'r This Officer was inftituted by the Founder , King Ed. III.
:but  whether at the firft Eredtion of the Order doth not
W"<:

; appear. Howbeit , within a few Years after , 3 5 E. III.
the King conferr ’d to William Whitehorfe, Efq ; for Life,
Ojfcium Hofliani Capelhe Regis infra Caflrum de Windefore,
with a Fee of 1 ad . a Day out of his Exchequer.

Anno 3 Hen. IV . this Office is called Offtcium Virgarij
Muaif: comitiva de la Garter infra Caflrum Regis de Windefore 3 and
tonefs under that Denomination was confirmed to Thomas Sye,
itirproj* with the Fees and Emoluments thereunto expreffed . In
[topiylithe Patent to his Succeflor , John Atbilbrigg y Ann . 1 H. 5.

it is Ailed , Ofjicium Virgarij Jive Ofiiarij, &c . Afterwards
Mlilp it hath the Title , Ofjicium Virgie- bajuli coram Rcge adfejlum
«*, s Sanch Georgii infra Caflrum Regis de Windefore . And ever
8,tfc Cnee it runs in the Patents by the Appellation of Virgte-
i : So!K Bajulus, Virgarius, or Nigri-vergifer. But in the Conftitu-
dSfiLvions of his Office , he hath the Title of Hofliarms 3 and
mM 1" under the re/lridlion of thefe Qualifications , that he be
mitti"  a Gentleman of Elood and Arms, born within the So-

,ration vereigns Dominions 3 and if he be not a Knight at his
its-Coiif admiffion into the Office , he ought then to be Knighted-

As Garter was Entituled the Principal Officer of Arms,
rioki® fowasth e Blacf-Rod, for the Honour of the Order , ap-
laitoii pointed the Chief Uiher in the Kingdom . And as he
jfuicrj,

' isfo , and frequently called Gentleman -U/her of the
uuof %jck-R °d, fo we /hall wave , as we did in Garter, all
jitlisOt things appertaining to his Employments , other wife than
• s jjj

what diredlly is included inthisMoft Noble Order.
a Chapter held at Whitehall, the 13 th of February,

Lkfli ^ K was decreed , That the Office of the Black- Rod
: fLntilA r._ . /r . . . /. . . . r . . . , r . r . . . . sr . . t r

The Duty of this Officer in general is , to perform,

gjj J v" *- i-rjcnicjU7TH JUlCcjjl utUy^
&05> become void {James Maxwell, Ef
iltWV annexed to fome one of the Gentle,
OiJtr vihom the Sovereignfhottld appoint.

become void (James Maxwell, E/q3 then enjoying it ) be
annexed to fome one of the Gentlemen-UJbers, Daily -waiters,
Vthm the SovereignJhotild appoint.

corth fuccejjively, as foon as the fameJhoHid



( 2 H )
This was carried upon the Petition of the Gentle

men -Ufhers, Daily-waiters , fecondedby the LordCham¬berlain, the Earl-Marfhal , and others, Kmghts -Com-
panions ; as is evident from another Petition of theirsto the Sovereign in Chapter, aflembled at Oxford, the
17 th of January, 20 Car. I. But fome Years after this,
1642 . . the Lord Lanriif, Secretary for Scotland, hadonMr. Maxwell 's behalf, obtained the Sovereign ’s Warrant
for Letters-Patent under the Great- Seal , for two Lives,
Maxwell’s and Mr . Alexander Thayn, the longeft Liver of
them ; whereby the faid Decree was fruftrate to the
Gentlemen-Ufhers ; of which making Complaint in the
laft mentioned Chapter, the Sovereign and Knights-
Companions ( in regard this latter Grant was not only
repugnant to the preceding Decree , and the Great-Seal
furreptitioully gained , but ought likewife to have paf-fed the Seals of the Order) order ’d Peter Newton, Eft;
to be prefently fworn into this Office . Nevertheless,
after the Reftoration, A. D. 1 660. Newton being then
dead , the Gentlemen -Ufhers, Daily-waiters, Petition ’d
again , and Thayne was demanded to put in his Anfwer 5
and the refult of the whole was , after mature Delibe¬
ration in a Chapter held at Whitehall, the 20th of Febru¬
ary, 13 Car II . the Decree which fix ’d this Office to one
of the Gentlemen -Ufhers Daily-waiters, was confirmed,
and John Aytnn, one of the Petitioners, was fworn
Gentleman-Ufher of the Black-Rod, which was per¬
formed by the Regifter in the Prefenceof the Sovereign,
the Chapter fitting.

The Form of the Oath given to this Officer , temp.
Men.  VIII . was , Truly and Faithfully to obferve and keep all
the Points of the Statutes of the Order as to him belonged and
appertained.

He hath the like Habit with the Regifter and Garter
before defcribed , but his Enfign and Badge is fomewhat
different from Garter’s ; for firft, it was ordained , That
he or his Deputy fhould carry a Black -Rod (whence he hath
his Title ) before the Sovereign , or his Deputy , at the Feafi >J
St. George , within the Caflle of Windfor , and at other So¬
lemnities and Chapters of the Order. On the Top of whit"
there ought to be fet a Lyon of England. This R°“
ferves iniftead of a Mace , and has the fame Authority to
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( 21 $ )
apprehend Delinquents , and fuch have offended a-
gainft the Statutes of this Moft Noble Order . And
wherehe apprehends any one of the Order , as Guilty of
fome Crime for which he is to be expell ’d the Order,
the manner of it is by touching them with this Black-
Rod, and his Fee for it , is 5 /.

He has affigned him a Golden Badge to be openly
worn in a Gold Chain , or Ribband , before his Breaft,
compofed of one of the Knots in the Collar of the Or¬
der which tye the Rofes together , and encompaffed
with a Garter , being alike on both fides 5 which was
conferred on him and his Succeffors , by Decree in
Chapter , held the 24th of April, 8 Ehz.

’Tis as ancient as Hen. Vth ’s Reign , for there ’s a
Houfe in Windfor Caftle granted to this Officer by Let-
ters-Patent, during Life . And the fame Provifion is
made for him by the Conftitutions of his Office. It is
fituate on the South -fide of the Cattle in the middle
Ward . The faid Conftitutions give him Baron- Service
at Court, and Livery thereto appertaining ; and befides
thefe , the keeping of the faid Caftle, and the two Parks
adjacent.

King Charles I . having taken into his Hands the
little Park of Windfor, and bellow ’d it upon James
Maxwell, then Uffier of the Black -Rod , He , at a Chap¬
ter held at Whitehall, the 5th of November, 1629. de¬
creed, That as the Cuftody of the faid Park was con-
ferr’d on Maxwell in right of his Office j fo the fame
Ihould for ever after be annex 'd thereto , and not to be
difpofed of but under the Great Seal of the Order , and
that only to the Uffier ofthe Order for the time being.

Lastly , this Officer had anciently a Fee of 12 d . per
diem, which we find continu ’d down in the Letters-
Patents , whereby this Office was granted . Befides
which , the Conftitutions of his Office allow ' him an
annualPenfion of 50 /. heretofore paid him out of the
Exchequer, but by King Charles I . affigned him out of
1 zoo l. per Ann. fettled upon the Order 5 touching
Which , and the Payment of the Officers Penfions upon
the new Eftabliffiment, is the next Section.

§. 6.  King
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0. 6 . Ring James I . taking into his Royal Bread
the Conftitutionof this Mo ft Noble Order , that it was
in the Nature of a Diftind Sovereignty, govern’d byLaws and Conventions proper to the Body , and him-
felf as Sovereign in Matters immediately relating
thereunto , had the foie and uncontrdulable Authorityof reviling, adding, or explaining ; and finding /that
the Penfions paid to the Officers of the Order (as thofe
to the Alms -Knights) and fome other Expences , had
been anciently made payable out of his Exchequer by
vertue of the Great Seals of England, or otherwife by
Privy-Seals ; and conceiving it incongruous, that the
Officers fhould claim their Penfions by vertue of arty
other Seal than that of the Order , for it is in fame

1 kind derogatory to the Honour of the Order, to per¬
mit other Seals to be ufed within the fame : He there¬
upon with twelve Knights-Companions in a Chapter
held at Whitehall, the i : d of May , zojac.  I . palled a
Decree , That all things concerning the Order Jhottld here-
after he ratify 'd under the Seal of the Order only , and in par¬
ticular , that the Grants of poor Knights Places , after their
being Signed by the Sovereign , Jhottld be pafjed under the Sealof
the Order only , and none other, And the Year following,
the Chancellor was ordered , That he fhould take Adda
of the Sovereign

's Attorney -General how by Vertue of the
Sea ! of the Order, the Penfions, (given to the Poor Knights)
might be paid and receiv 'd, His Majefty ’s further Fleafure
being, That all Grants and Payments concerning the Order,
Jhottld afterwards he confirmed under the Sealofithe Orderonly,
and hy Vertue thereof.

As to the Alms-Knights Patents, this Decree was of
Force and Validity, but in the other Generals , how far
it was purfu ’d we know not 5 for in fome of them it grew
obfolete and ufelefs. Butin a Chapter called at VAndfw,
the a 2d of April, 10 Car. I . a Debate arofe about fetting
a Part of the Annual Summ of 1000 /. out of the Re¬
ceipts of his Mxjefty ’s Exchequer, to be employ ’d par¬
ticularly in difeharge ofExpences towards theFeaftsof
the Order, Legations to Foreign Princes , Paymentof
the Officers Penfions, e?v . difburfed for the Neceflky
and Reputation of this Noble Order. Afterwards at a
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Chapter held the i 8 th o£ April, 13 Car.  I . that Sove¬

reign ratify’d his Royal Affignation , and increafed his
Sk Bounty to 1200/ . per Ann. fetling it for thofe defigns in

a Perpetuity for ever , and making it payable out of the
•jigiv Cudoms in the Port of London,  but to be received by

H the Chancellor of the Order for the time being , as Trea-
isijk f urer of this Money , of which he was to give upanAc-
Ugp count to the Sovereign and Kniglits - Companions yearly
ai at St. George

's Fcall . And in purfuance of this Ratification,
Origd. the Attorney -General hadlnftrudlions to draw up a Book

for his Royal Signature to Warrant its palling under the
Great Seal of England,  which was difpatch ’d, the Let-

’otAerr ters -Patent bearing tejle stWefiminfier,  the 23d ofjantt-
3 I 1 3 Car. I . Immediately after , Sir Thomas Rowe,  the

rfue
' Chancellor of the Order , prefented a Lift of the ordinary

C°* Fees and Charges of the Order , upon which it was a-
p

m
 greed to , That there Jhould ifjue out a Jlanding Commifjion

li T t0 Chancellor under the Great Seal of the Order to warrant
if the Yearly Payments , apd he to he difcharged according as the

I
*

in/ ®^ patent had provided.  This Commilfion palling the
nilM Great Seal the 3d of May , 14. Car. I . theSovereignthere-’
■ by impower ’d the Chancellor to make payable out of

the yearly Revenue of 1200 l. all and every the yearly
rvja : peeS) p enponSj Salaries , and other Payments due and

payable to the Officers of the Order , Alms -Knights , or
lark ;, others, appertaining to the Order , either by Charter,
jj tift Grant , or Affignation under the Seal and Signet of the
J lix* - Order, or by any other Lawful way wh t̂foever , and in

,tfSf And Sir Thomas Rowe, and in his Abfence beyond Sea,
James Palmer,  Deputy -Chancellor receiv ’d out of the

fl!i Sovereigns Receipts of Sublidies , Cuftoms and Impofts,

rtkrfh
foorfcparticular,

l. s.
f 'Himfelf as Chancellor joo  o l
\Regifter of the Order 50 cf

T° <^GarterPrincipal King of Arms 5 o
)U/her of the Black -Rod 30 cC

(/ThirteenAlms -Knights 237 5 J

lleJjtf*
fe aboutp
outofw

Total 4.67 5



( 2l8 )
the 120&l. per Ann. out of which they paid the Annual
Penfions above -named , under the Title of certain atl(j
erd -nary Charges, as alfo fuch as come within the Denomi¬
nation of Accidental and Extraordinary Expences ; 0f
which kind in their time, were,

Mantles , -when the Sovereigns pleas
' d to bejioiv them on the

Knights - Coml a . ions.
Plate for the Altar in St. George

’* Chappel at Windfor.
Embroidery of the Purfe for holding the Seals.
TLemoval of Atchievements and Plates againjl Injlallatms.
Efcutcheons fet up at St. George ’* Feaft.

Privy Seals and Fees disburft for receiving the 1200 1. per
Annum.

Fees for Tnjiallation of Foreign Princes and Stranger -Knights,
Parchment ufed in Difpenfations and Prorogations.
Flue pFaxfar the Seals of the Order.

I* ®1
fjfllK)

By which we are ealily inform ’d, what ought tobe
accounted extraordinary Expences , towards the Dif-
chargc whereof this Sum was to be employ’d as far
as it would reach , to mitigate the Coft the great
Wardrobe formerly flood taxed with , Provifionsof the
Order , both for foreign Embaffies and Expences at
Home.

The Manner of the Chancellor ’s palling his Account,
as directed by the faid Commiffion, was thus done by
Sir ^awe* Palmer, He humbly moved the Sovereign in
Chapter held the 10th of OElober, 15 Car. I . That it
would pleafe him to view the Disburfements made for
the Expences of the Order , which thereupon beingEx¬
amined by the Knights in the Sovereign ’s Prefence , the
fame were found agreeable to the Directions of the Com¬
miffion , and the Payments juftify ’d by the Acquittance of

every Officer to whom any Fee was due , no Payment ha-
vingbeen made without the Sovereign ’s Hand nrft toAu¬
thorize it : Allwhich being feen and allow ’d,the Account
(wherein his Disburfements exceeded his Receipts37^
x 5 *. 10 *.) was effeemed Equitable and Juft , and paffed
by the Subfcription of Charles then Prince of Wales, the
Earls of Pembroke and Montgomery , Salisbury , W ’oni
Eerh -fhire, Duke Hamilton , and the Earl of Horthumberknl

f. 7 - The
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0 . 7 . The Executions of thefe Offices is the lad thing

here to be defcribed : For tho ’ all the Officers are
ftriftly obliged to give perfonal Attendance to their
Offices■, yet , in cafe of Sicknefs, Abfence out of the
Kingdom , or other emergent Reafons, the Sovereign is
pleated to difpence with them , and conftitute others to
Officiate in their ftead, who on fuch Occafions wear the
Robe of that Officer whom they reprefent , fo in cafe of
Vacancy, the Abfence of the Prelate at the Grand Feaft
celebrated at Windfor, 9 x Hen. VI . is noted in the Black.
.Book, to have been upon juft Caufe, and the Bifhop of
Bangor officiated Divine Service , and next Morning ce¬
lebrated the Mafs pro defunBis. The following Year,
his Place in thefe religious Duties was fupply ’d by the
Bilhop of Salisbury, as Ann. 96 and 9 7 lien. VI. and at
all times of the Prelates abfence, the Sovereign hath
made known his Will what Bifhop fhould fupply for
him . The Office of Chancellor hath been executed by
Proxies, and to this may firft be referred a Paflage in
theBlac \ Book, where Dr . Taylor hath the Title of Vice-
Chancellor. Of later times , when Sir Thomas Rome was
employ ’d in an Embafly into Germany, Sir James Pal¬
mer, Kt . ( one of the Gentlemen -Ufliers of the Privy-
Chamber) was deputed by the Sovereign to the Chan-
cellor-fhip during his Abfence, having the Purfe with
the Seals deliver ’d to him the 4th of May, 14 Car. I. be¬
ingfworn by the Regifter of the Order durantedeputatione
a - heneplacito Regis, which Claufe was likewife annex ’d
in the Deputy Chancellor ’s Oath , 1 2 Car. II . Upon Sir
Thomas Rome’s return , and indifpofition , 16 Car. I . Sir
James was again deputed Chancellor, and a third time,
18Car. I . continu ’d Deputy Chancellor unto the Death of
SirThomas Rome, of which the Sovereign being inform ’d
at Oxford, 1 <744. referved the difpofal of this Office ’ till
Sir ^aazes’s return to CQurt, and then commanded him
to wear the Badge and Ribband about his Neck ,

’till a
Chapter of the Order compleated his admittance.

In the Vacancy of the Regifter -fhip , Ann . z H . VIII.
Thomas Ruthall Bifhop of Durham , fupply

’d it : And
Ann. 18 and 19 Elk . . Dr . Day, Dean of Windfor, execu¬
ted the Office , and attended at the Feafts of St . George,

a*



( 22 *> l
as Deputy -Regifter 5 Dr . George Canew then Regiflerhaving Licence by his Patent to execute it by

"
himfelfor Deputy, being difpenc?d with by the Queen in cafe'of Sicknefs, or other Impediment . After his DeceafeDean Vay was commanded to execute the Office duringits Vacancy (being 14 Years) which he effected ’till hewas advanced to the Bifhoprick of Winchejler, An. 38 Elk.

upon which , Dr . Robert Bennet (who fucceeded him inhis Deanry ) was the Iarr4e Year admitted Regifter.Afterwards , Dr . Beaumont, being much broken with
Age, and other D .iieafes, Dr . John King, the juniorCanon , fupplietd his Place.

The Office , of Garter hath been fupplied by Depu¬tation : For in thofe Embaffies with the Enfigns of the
Order to Foreign Princes , where fpecial Occafionsde¬
tained Garter at home , fame of the Kings or Heralds of
Arms, have been order ’d upon thofe Employments,
upon, the Recommendation of Garter to the Sovereign ;-whereof there are feveral Inftances 3 the laft of Gregory
King, Efq . Lancajier- Herald , who . lately carried overthe Habit to the Eledlor of Hanover.  So alfo in cafe of
Vacancy ; for we find that , Clprenmux, King of Arms,
executed this Office after Sir Gilbert Dethiclps Death , in-
January, 27 Elk. being then lent with the Earl , of Darbyto the French King Henry III . As alfo in Reference to'
the Preparations the 1 5th fif April following , and Ser¬
vice performed thereat ) and at the Feaft of St . George
enfuing.

The Conftitution of the Office of Black -Rod admit
of a Deputy to bear the Rod before the Sovereign,where
a lawful Occafion impedes his perfonal Service. And
Sir Peter Young, ( Chief Gentleman -Ufher, ) performed,this Office at the Feaft of St . George held at Wmdfor,
Ann . 6 Car. I . James Maxwell, Efq . Black -Rod , was in
France upon the Sovereign ’s Service ; and . after , being
Miffion’d by the King into Scotland , Peter Newton, Efq;
fupplied his Place at the Feaft at Windfor, 8th , 9th, and
10th of OBober, Anno 1 5 Cay I,
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