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ORDER and Regularity is not only the Beauty
and Symmetry of Government and Societies, but
alio greatly contributes to their Eftablifhment

and PerpetHity. Statutes and Rules are as well the
Bounds to determine , as Bonds to unite Fellowlhip
and Societies together $ and if either fall into difufe,
or be tinadvifedly broken , they open a Field to Diflo-
lution arid Ruin.

Such like Confederations riiov ’d arid excited the vi¬
ctoriousKing Edward III . (after; he had determined the
Eretlion of this mpft renowri ’d Order of the Garter ) to
devife and injlitute feverdl laudable Statutes and Ordinances,
to be duly obferv'd and kept within the faid Order ; which
beingcollected into orie Body, are call’d The Statutes of
Injlitution.  .
, Th £ Original of thefc was ordain ’d to Be kept with¬
in tlie Treafufy of the College of Wihdfor , but hath
long fince wholly perilh ’d ; yet a Tranfcript of theni
is recorded in the Reign of King Henry V. in an old
Book call’d Regijlrum Orainis, Chartacetim. Two more
aheierit Exemplars of this Body of Statutes are alfo in
being j the , one in the Library of the Lord Hatton,
and the other in the Black, Book, of the Order ; and
Comparing them together , I Ihall here give from the
Latin the Heads they confift of

tty i . The King of England, his Heirs and Succeflors,
tits® are to be Sovereigns or Superiors of this Order,
ictotij a . None are to be admitted , urilefs he be a Geri-
d pieman of Blood, and that he be a Knight arid without
.0 : Reproach . _

5

(kefe ^ , 5 * The Knighfs -Companions were to be Twenty*
have at Windfor a Mantle and Garter for

the better Splendor of the Order 5 to wear the faia
K i  Habit
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Habit wlienfoever they go to the Chapel of St . Georg
Or Chapter - Houfe, , to hold a. Chapter , or do any thing
relating to their ' Order .

' Ih like manner they are to
wear the Habit upon the Vigils of St . George, in their
Proceffion from the King’s Lodgings to the Chapel ot
Chapter -Houfe , and returning back , and during Sup.
per , continue fo habited till it be over , and likewifeon
the Morrow of St . George

's Day, at Chapel , Dinner-time,
Supper -time , and afterwards all the faid Day, until the
Sovereign or his Deputy jfhall depofite the Enfigns of
the Order , and decree their Departure.

4. There , were to be Thirteen Canons Secular , who
at the Time of their Inftitution , or within a Year, were
to be Priefts , and as manyVicars already Priefts , or to be
made fo at the next Ordination , anfwerable to the
number of the Knights -Companions 3 thefe religious
Perfons to be prelented by the feveral Founders each
one , and upon the Death or Vacancy of fuch prefented,
the Sovereign of the Order ever afterwards to have the
Nomination of them , who were bound to pray for
the good Eftate of the Sovereign and his Kingdom,
and particularly ' for this Order.

5. The Canons were to wear a Purple Mantle , with
the Arms of St . George in a Roundle upon their right
Shoulder.

6 . There were to be Twenty Six poor veterans
Knights , each to have a competent Subliftence , their
Election to be after the manner of the Canons afore-
faid.

7. These Knights were to have a Red Mantle , with
the Arms of St . George 3 but without any Circle of the
Garter about it.

S. If the Sovereign could not be prefent at the folemn
Feftival of St . George, his Deputy was to fupply his
Place at the Charge of the Sovereign 5 but fuch Depu¬
ty was not to make any new Ordinances , tho ’ he has
Licenfe to correfl or amend the old Ones.

9. Every Year, upon the Vigils of St . George, the
Knights -Companions within the Realm , or elfewhere,
if conveniently , are to aflemble, at Windfor Caftle, and
be prelent there at the Celebration of Divine Service,
in the Habit of the Order , where placed regularly in

their
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their Stalls or Seats, directly over their Heads their
Helmets and Swords , err . are to be hung up , and re¬
main as long as fuch Knights live , in Honour of them,
and to fignify the Defence of the Church , to which

they are obliged as a Military Order ; but in cafe the
Feaft of St ; George happens to fall within the Quin-
dene or Fifteen Days after the Feaft of Eafier , then it
was to be prorogued to the Sunday next following , ac¬
counting Fifteen Days from Eafier Day, that every
Knight -Companion might have reafonable time to come,
nor be forced to ride upon any of the Three Eafier
Holy-days.

to . That they meet in St . George
's Chapel yearly , on

the Eve of St. George, at the Hour of Three in the Af¬
ternoon ; and if they come not at the Time aftigned,
without a juft Excuie , which the Sovereign or his De¬
puty allows, their Penalty is to be according to the
Ordinance of the Chapter i which is , That they lhall
not enter into the Chapter Door for that time , but ftay
without , and lhall have no Voice in any thing that is
done in the faid Chapter =, and if they come not before
the Beginning of VefperS , they lhall not enter into
their Stalls , but lhall tarry below before the faid
Stalls in the Choirifters Places duringVefpers . The like
Penalty is ordain ’d for not coming to the Mafs or Morn¬
ing-Service betime , and af Vefpers, on St . George

's Day 5
and whofoever lhall abfent himfelf wholly from this
Solemnity, without fufficient Excufe and Leave from
the Sovereign or Deputy , he is not to enter within his
Stall the next Feaft after , but lhall ftay below , and be¬
fore his Stall, as it is faid at Vefpers, and in the Mor¬
rows Proceffionmuft walk before the Three proceffional
Crofles , [now the Choirifters, ] and at Mafs [Service]
lhall ft below until the Offering , and he to
offer laft. After which he is to come before the Sove¬
reign, or his Deputy ’s Stall , and ask Pardon , which
re- inftates him in his Stall . Abfenting the next fecond
Time upon the Feaft , without Leave , he has no Stall
allowed him until he hath given and offered a Jewel
upon St . George

' s Altar, to the Value of Twenty Marks,
which is to be double every Year until a Reconci¬
liation,

K 4 Ji.
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ri . Wheresoever they be, they muft wear their

Blue Robes from the Beginning of the firft Vefpers, onthe Eve of St . George
's Day, to the fecond Velpers on

the Morrow inclufive, efc.
12 . If  any Knight -Companion appears publicklywithout his dignifying Garter , upon challenging the

fame , is to pay half a Mark to the Cuitos and
College.

13. At the Times of Offering , each affociated with
the other who holds the oppofite Stall , are to march
in Proceffion together to make their Offerings $ but a-
lone , when his Confort is ablent , and fo that in all Pro-
ceffions the Sovereign goes laft.

14 . In the Morrow after the Solemnity of St . George
’s

Feaft is over , before their feparating , a Mafs de Reqitlcor Office de Defitnflis Was to be ufed, at which the
Knights -Companions were all entirely to be prefent,
without neceflary Impediment /hown to the Sovereign
or Deputy for Liberty to depart.

1 5 . They were to leave their Robes at Windfor al¬
ways, to be ready for them there upon any fudden Oc-
cafions that might evene.

16. Journying near Winder,  in Honour of the Place,
unlefs lawful Caufe obftruifts, they muft take it in their
Way, and afluming the Habit of the Order the Canons
wore , devoutly to meet and conduft them into the
Chapel ; where , if it happens to be time of Divine
Service , they are to hear the fame $ if not , they are
to be detained no longer than while the Canons lhall
lay the Pfalrti de profundis for the Defuruft, and duringtheir own Offering : But if any had riden thro ’ the
Town , without vifiting the Chapel and offering there,for every Negle £l he muft go one Mile on Foot from
the ffiid Chapel , to/hew bis Obedience , and offer an
Half -Penny in Honour of St . George.

17 . Upon  firft Notice of the Death of any of the Or*
der , the Sovereign /hall ordain a Thou/and Mafles,
every Foreign Prince /hall caufe Eight Hundred , a
Prince of Wales Seven Hundred , a Duke Six Hun¬
dred , an Earl Three Hundred , every Baron Two
Hundred , and every Knight Batchcllor One Hundred
Mafles to be celebrated for the Good of the Soul de¬

parted}
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? '♦( parted $ which negle&ed for a Quarter of a Year after

pt  notice of fuch Death , the Mafles are to be doubled j
Hi U pon halfa Year’s Negleft , again doubled 5 and fo from

Time to Time in like Form till the End of the Year,
Hi an(} then the Year’s to be doubled.
Yl i 18 . Upon fure Notice of the Death of a Knight-
HH Companion , the Sovereign, or his Deputy, is to con-

verfe by Letters, the Remainder [not Strangers ] that
“t;Jtj are within the Kingdom, to meet him within SixWeeks
"“it in fonrte convenient Place , and ele£l another 5 which af-
si V' fembled, at lead Six, with the Sovereign or Deputy , e-

very of them prefent is to name Nine of the worthieft
and fufficienteft Knights without Reproof that he

Gay
1, knows, whether native Subjects or Foreigners, fobeit

'ttyh they hold no contrary Party , or be again!! the Sove-
'chtht  reign , viz. Three Earls , or of fublimer Title 5 Three
relent, Barons , and Three Knights Batchellors , which Names
toast the Bi/hop of Windfor, for the Time being , was to

write, or, in his Abfence, the Dean or Regifler , and,
Jfiri in their Abfence , the oldeft Refidencer in the College*
fafc and after fhew them to the Sovereign, who is to chule

out of them him that has the molt Voices, and whom
tkfci he efteems the moft beneficial to the Crown and King-
jtintic dom. Every Knight failing to appear at an Election,
[cCaM without an approved Caufe , was to pay to the Cuflos
jjtua arid College the Penalty of a Mark , and at his next

fPiFS coming to the Chapter/hall kneel upon the Ground, in

hey
the midft of the Chapter, before the Sovereign or De¬

is m puty , until Reconciliation.
ium§ ! ?• Soon afterEleftion, the Knight-Companion ele£l
[0' tk is to have a Garter , in token of his Election, and that
ltkrt, he is a Fellow of the Order ; and as foon as decreed to

{jjj take Poffeffion of his Stall , but not before , is to have

1 a Mantle, which, if he dies before he receiv ’d , he was
not to be accounted as one of the Order, becaufe he

ftk^ Wlnted Poffeffion 5 neverthelefs he was to have one
, half of the Mafles above/aid, becaufe he had the Gar-
. j . ter deliver ’d to him and nothing befide * If he was not

",
r
| inftalled within a Year after his receiving the Garter,

ar) d efpecially if within the Realm , and without rea-
# j_ finable Excufe to be allowed of by the Sovereign or

Deputy , his Election became void , and they might pro-

y ' cecd
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cecd to a new one : Moreover , neither the Sword nor
Helmet was to be put upon his Stall within the Cattle,
before his coming j to the End , that if the Knight eleft
came not , his Achievements might not be unhandfomly
taken down and abufed , but honourably removed in¬
to the Choir for the publickUfe and Profit of the faid
College.

20 . Every Foreigner elected was to have Certifica¬
tion of fuch his Election front the Sovereign , at the
Sovereign ’s Charge , who was to fend him the Garter
and the Mantle , and a Copy of the Statutes of the Or¬
der , under the Common Seal of the faid Order , with¬
in Four Months after the Ele&ion , the better for him to
advife on ; which being accepted , of whatfoever Con¬
dition he be, he was obliged within Eight Months after
to fend a fufficient Proxy, according to his State and
Dignity , a Knight irreprehenfible to be iriftalled in hi*
Room , and who was to bring with him a Silk Mantle
of the Blue Colour of the Order , alfo a Sword and
Helmet to remain at Windfor, which Mantle was be put
upon the right Shoulder of the Proxy , by the Sove¬
reign or Deputy at the time of Inftallment , when he is
introduced to take the Stall in the Name of his Lord
and Matter 5 neither was he to depofite the fametill the
End of Divine Service ; after which he was not to wear
it , nor be admitted in the Chapter -Houfe , or have any
Suffrage, by virtue of any Powers vetted in him ; but
this Favour Foreigners elected by Proxy were to have,
that could not perfonally come themfelves , they were
to be Partakers of the whole Mattes and Orifons of the
Order ; whereas , if they died before the Inftallation,
they were to have but a Moity of them.

21 . Upon the Death of any Earl , [or of Superior
Dignity ] Baron , or Knight Batchellor , his Succeffor,
whether Earl , [or of Superior Dignity ] Baron , or
Knight , was to have a vacant Stall of his Predecefibr,
without any changing of Places, except the Prince of
Wales alone , who was to have always the next Stall,
and oppofite to the Sovereign ; fo that it may happen for
a Knignt to have an Earl ’s Place, or an Earl a Knight

’s
Place ; and this becaufe the firft Founders might be
known.

as.



j2 . Every Knight -Companion at his firft Entrance,
was to give a certain Alms, according to their Eminence
and Degree , for the perpetual Maintenance of the Ca¬
nons and Poor Knights , vit. the Sovereign Forty Marks,
a Foreign King Twenty Pounds , a Prince of Wales
Twsnty Marks , a Duke Ten Pounds , an Earl Ten
Marks , a Baron a Hundred Shillings , and a Knight
Batchellor Five Marks , that by theft pious Donations
they might juftly entitle themfelves to the Name and
Privileges of the Order ; wherefore , before theft Pay¬
ments were rightly performed , their Sword and Helmet
[Atchievements] were not to be hung up , and for Fo¬
reigners the Sovereign was obliged to pay himfelf.

23 . Upon the Death of any of the Founders his
Arms , in a Plate of Metal , was to be fixed upon the
Back of his Stall , and their Succelfors were to have the
like , but to be placed underneath their Predeceflors,
and not to be fo great as thofe of the firft Founders.

24. At  Admiffion every Knight -Companion muff
promift and fwear perfonally , or by Proxy , faithfully
to obferve the Statutes of the Order , and none are to
be initialled by Proxy but Foreigners only , which can¬
not conveniently come in Perfon.

25 . If the Sovereign be out of England at the Inftal-
lation of any Knight -Companion , or could not attend
himfelf to do what appertains to him in that Point , he
mightimpower and authorize any of theFellows to of¬
ficiate for him.

2 6. That there be a Common Seal or Signet Keeper,
whom the Sovereign was to aflign.

27 . Every Knight - Companion was to have a Copy
of the Statutes under the Seal of the Order , the Ori¬
ginal ftaled likewife with the laid Seal , to remain for
evermore within the Treafury of the College , and upon
the Death of any Knight -Companion , his Executors
were to fend back fuch Copy to be deliver ’d to the Cu-
ftos orYv^arden.

18 . No Knight -Companion was to go out of the
Realm and Dominion of England , without the Know¬
ledge and Licence of the Sovereign , who of Grace and
Favour is bound to grant it upon a Military Expedition,
or other notable ASt appertaining to the Honour of

Knight-
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Knighthood , in Preference and Advancement of thi;
Order of St . George.

z9. They were not to arm themfelves againft each
other , but in the Wars of their Sovereign Lord , in his
right and juft Quarrel 3 and if it happen ’d that any of
the Order Ihould be retain ’d in the Caufe and Quarrel
of any Lord , and the adverfe Party defir’d another
Knight -Companion on his Side, that latter Knight is by
no means to agree but to excufe himfelf in all Things,
becaufe his Fellow was armed on the other Side, and
was retain ’d before him . And every Knight was bound
to except and agree, at his being retain ’d , that he may
have his Difcharge from the Wars, upon any of the
Order ’s being engaged in Arms before him for the Con¬
trary Party 5 and if the fecond retained knows not of it,
upon notice that any of his Fellows were retained be¬
fore him , and armed on the contrary Side, the fecond
retained Knight was to excufe himfelf to his Matter , and
relinquifh the Quarrel.

30 . All Licences given to the Knight -Companions
to travel in queft ofHonour by Military Exploits 3 alio
all Certificates , mandatous Letters , Certificates, and o-
ther Writings whatioever relating to the Order , were
to be ifliied out by the Sovereign , under the Seal of the
Order , to remain in the keeping of one of the Order,
during the Sovereign ’s Pleafure . And if the Keeper of
the Seal abfent himfelf upon reafonable Caufe , he was
to leave the Seal with another of the Fellowfhij)
that the Sovereign fbould appoint , to the Intent that
the Seal at rio time be out of the Prefence of the Sove¬
reign , he being within his Dominion . And in like
manner concerning the Seal in the Abfence of the Sove¬
reign or the Deputy.

31 . If any Knight -Companion for Devotion fake
Ihould defire to dwell at ?F,W/or, he was to maintain
bimfelf at his own , and not at the College Charge.

32 . Amy other Knight , not of the Order , upon the
Account of Devotion , that would refide there , was to
be provided for at the Appointment of the Sovereign!
ana the Fellowlhip alio . Any Knight or other rerfon
giving io l. yearly Rents or Lands , or more, to the
College, to participate of their Prayers and Suffrages,'

he
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he was to be regiftred in the Calendar of Benefaflors,
and continually be pray ’d for by the Canons and Poor

Knights.
33. Upon the Death of any Canon , the Cuftos or

Warden is to certify the fame by Letters to the Sove¬
reign , if beyond Sea, to know whom he pleafes to pre-
fent to the Canonfhip.

34. There was to be a Regifter appointed by the
Sovereign and Fellowfhip , the moft intelligent Perfon of
the College , who yvas to be prefent at the Chapters , to
record their Ele&ions and the Electors , their Punifh-
ments, and Caufes of them , with their Reconciliations,
all ACfswhatloever adminiftred in their Council , from
Chapter to Chapter yearly 3 for the faithful Execution,
of which Office he was to be fworn at his Admiffion
therein 3 and whatfoever had been regifter ’d was in
the Beginning of the following Chapter , on the Vigils
of St. George, to bepublickly recited before the Sovereign
and the whole Fellowlhip , that what was amifs and
incorrect might be mended and reduced to due
Form.

§ 2 . Besides thefe Statutes there are Two other
Bodies, or Exemplars eftablilh ’d fince, the one by King
Henry V - the other by King Hen. VIII . King Henry V.

findingthe Glory of the Order declining , removed the
Grand Feflival and other Solemnities , and commanded
a drift Oblervation of all the Founder’s Statutes, and
brought many more to like Perfection , which he fub-
joinedto - fuch of them, where they might be properly
and are as follow:

ion ft

uponf
:ci

«e<"

To Article

3 . That the Knights fhould mark their
Obeifance in the Choir firft to the Altar,
and next to the Sovereign , or in his Ab-
fence to his Stall.

, 8 . That the Deputy fhould eleft , if
‘ the Sovereign (when abroad ) had not Six
Knights with him.

, 9 . That the Fealt of St . George fhould
1 not be kept upon St . Marlas  Day, nor the
1 Days of St . Philip and Jacob, nor of the

Holy



To Article

( H2 )
1 Holy Crofs, neither upon any Dayswhichlhould happen in the Feflivals of theAfcenfion or Pentecoft , or other folenmFeafts ordained by the Church to the in-

terrupting their Divine Service.
i a . That when a Knight lhould rideout he might wear a Blue Silk Ribbon in-Head of his Garter.
14. That the Order and Manner of

Offering up the Achievements lhould heas is there prefcribed , viz. before theyoffer their Money , their Swords lhouldbe
firfl: offered by Two Companions , which
the Sovereign or his Deputy lhould ay-< point , and afterwards their Helmets with
their Crefts, by Two others of the
Order.

2.0 . That Knights abfent in the Sove¬
reign ’s Service might be inftall ’d by De-
puty.

31 . That the Sovereign lhould take a
Signet of the Order abroad with him, to
be fixed to all the Adis he does in ForeignParts relating to this Order , in Diftindlion
to thofe done at home.

34.T hat noCharge lhould be admitted
upon the College by the Cuftos orCanons,
without the Sovereign ’s Confent likewife.

The Statutes with thefe Additions ( as the Statutes of
Inftitution ) this King caufed to be translated into French,and tranlcribed into a Roll , which was ordered to be
prefented to every Knight -Companion under the com¬
mon Seal of the Order . In after Times it was tran¬
lcribed into Books ; and by a Decree, Anno 3 Hen. VII.
an Original Book of thefe Statutes and Inftitutions,
fair written , was to be repofed in the College of St . George,and the Scribe or Regifter to have Tranlcripts of them
in Readinefs , to prefent the eledled Knights withal.

The laft and largell Body was firfl; began , and re¬
ceived the finifliing Stroke by King Hen. VIII . chiefly in
regard fome of the former Statutes wanted Explication

and
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and others Contraction . And for the compleating of
which Purpofe, on St. 'George

’s Day , Anno 9 Regm fui
he fummoned all the Knights -Companions to convene
next Year at the Time of the Solemnity , about the Ab¬
rogation of what tended to darken the Honour of this
Order (if any fuch were ) and for the Advancement of
what might promote the Grandeur and Lultre of it . But
thefe Refolves came to no Perfection till May  28.
Jnno 11 Regni fui, when he entred upon this Reforma¬
tion with all magnificent Ceremony imaginable , for be¬
ing accompanied # ith Nineteen Knights -Companions
of the Order proceeding in Cavalcade to the Cnapter-
Houfe, and taking into Confideration their former
Statutes of Knights -Companions , with all due Reve¬
rence implor ’d the . Sovereign to rdform and explain
them as he fhould think convenient , Hvhich he brought
to a fuccefsful Period , by the Advice and Confent of
the Society affembled : That done , all present entreated
the Sovereign, kneeling , that where any of them had
been peccant againft the Order , he would pleafe to re¬
mit , and iffue out a general Pardon , which he granted
and ratify ’d in Chapter next Day . This was a Task of
Three Years compleat before it role to Perfection , viz.
April 23 . Anno 14 Hen. VIII . for then the Sovereign,
out of right lingular Love , well - temper ’d Zeal , and
entire Affection to this moll noble Order , to the Eflate
ofChivalry, and the Continuance andEncreafe thereof;
as alfo at the humble Requell : and inllant Importunity
of the then Knights -Companions , and by their Ad¬
vice , Counfel and Confent , did interpret and eluci¬
date all the Obfcurities , Doubts and Ambiguities of
the former Statutes and Ordinances . Divers Affairs
contain’d in Fifty of them being explain ’d and amended;
he made likewife neceflary Additions , the Original
whereof being fign’d and feal’d , were commanded to
be carefully laid up in the Treafury of Windfor Col¬
lege, to remain as a Standard to fucceeding Times;
yet they have not been feen there thefe many Years
pad.

The Articles and Claufes added to 'the farmer Sta¬
tutes , in this lad Body , are thefe :

To
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To Article

rt x . That the Interpretation of , the
Statutes , crc.  belongcth to the SoVe-
reign.

I 2 . The Three Points of Reproach de-
i clar ’d , and what is meant by a Gentle-

man of Blood.
j 4 . Of the Prerogative of the Feaft.
I 5 . How the Feaft is to be obferved by
j abfent Knights.
r 6 . Attendance on the Sovereign , if

he be not at the Feaft.
7 . That the Sovereign ’s Deputy may

! correct Things in Chapter,
j 12. The offering up of Achievements,
r and a Taper arm ’d with an Efcutcheon.
j 13. Canons to fit in the lower Stalls,
| when any Knights are prefent.
1 14 . That Six Knights make a Chap,

ter.
' ! 20 . The Manner of Inftallation fet

; down.
I 21 . Clause for a Foreign Knight ’s
| Deputy to be conduced from the Chap-
I ter -Honfe to the Stall 5 and for making
I an Election void , if the Knight fend not
] his Proxy within Seven Months.

23 . For  advancing and Mandating of
j Stalls.
J 25 . Plates not to be larger than the
[ firft Founders , except Strangers.
I 27 . ; The Time Three Months prefix

’d

j for the Executor of a deceas ’d Knight-
! Companion to lend back the Copy of the

Orders deliver ’d to him at his Admiffion,
which might be alfo fent to one of the

principal Officers of the Order.
38 . Concerning the Collar of the

Order.
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This  Rpdy of Statutes was compil ’d in Lam , and is
recorded in the Blacl̂ Book of the Order . It was Man¬
dated into French and Englifo by Sir Thomas JTriotbepF
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Kt. then Gartef King of Arms. The Englifh Verfion
annex’d here to this Treatife , is what hath fince been
deliver’d ( inftead of the former Statutes ) to all fuc-
ceeding Knights -Companions , according to the Injun-
£lion ; but of late Times appointed to he fent to Fo¬
reign Princes and other eledl Knights abroad , fealed
with the Great Seal of the Order , affix’d to a Label ef
Blue Silk and Gold.

<J 3 . There have been leveral Endeavours fince the
Reign of King Henry VIII . for reforming the Statutes.
As nrft , King Edward VI. who as Sovereign , by the
Orders themfelves , had an undoubted Prerogative fet
him to alter and reform many Things which feem’d
inconfiftent with the Religion he eftablilh ’d . To
which Purpofe , at a Chapter at Greenwich, held April 23.
in the Third Hear of his Reign , the Lord St . 'John, the
Earl of Arundel, and Sir William Paget, were to perule
and make them agreeable to the King ’s other Proceed¬
ings , by the Affiftance and Advice of the Proteflor , the
Duke of Somtrfet, and other Companions . This was
follow’d by a iubfequent Order pals ’d in the Chapter
at Greenwich the Year after , that the Statutes fhould be
reform’d and corrected as they thought expedient i
And for the better Accomplifhment of their Defign, at
the next Feaft , April 24. 5 Ediv. VI . another Order
commenc’d , impowering the Duke of Somerset, the Mar-
quels of Northampton, the Earls of Warwick̂ , Arundel,
Bedford and Wilts, to perufe and amend the Statutes
and other Books of the Order , which were brought to
fome tolerable Degree of Perfection ; for thereupon a
new Body was collected ( in general very much alter¬
ing the Laws of the Order ) and publifh ’d March 1 7 .
Anno 7 Edw. VI . But this King within Four Months
after expiring , Queen Mary, his Sifter and Succeflor,
the very firft Thing fhe tranfafted was to abrogate and
make them void ; wherefore we need not mention
them , as never in ufe and unrevived . For the Execu¬
tion of which Purpofe , fhe conven ’d a Chapter at St.
James ’s, the 27 th of September following 5 and it was
then decreed, that the laid Laws and Ordinances , as
inconvenient , impertinent , and tending to Novelty,

L Ihould
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fhould be difannullcd, and no Account to be made of
them for the future 5 and for the quickerExecution, Sir
William Petre (that Day admitted Chancellor ) had Or¬
ders to fee them fpeedily expung’d out of the Book of
Statutes, and forthwith defac ’d , left any Memory of
them fhould remain to Poftcrity } and only thofe of
her Father, Hen. VIII . and his Royal Predeceflors , Ihould
be retain ’d.

In this Affair King Philip, her Husband , appear
’d no

lefs zealous ; for on the 5 th of Av.gufl, x and 2 Philip
and Mary, (which was the 3d Day after he had been
invefted with the Habit ) himfelf being prefent at a
Chapter at Windfor, it was ordain ’d , That all A 61s and
Decrees in the Great Book , [ i. e. the Black, Book, afore-
faid ) which were repugnant and difagreeable, either
with the ancient and receiv’d Statutes of the Order, or
elfe with the Laws of the Realm, fhould clearly be
abolifh’d and erafed , by the Marquis of Winchejler , the
Earls of Arundel, Pembroke, and the Lord Paget.

No fooner was Queen Elizabeth fix’d on the Throne,
but foon after , viz. on St . George

's Day, in the fecond
Year of her Reign , a View of the Statutes was com¬
mitted, by Commiffton , to Four of the Knights-Com-
panions, viz. the Marquis of Northampton, the Earls of
Arundel and Pembroke, and the Lord Howard of Effing¬
ham, who were thereby impower ’d to perufe and con-
fider thofe Statutes with the utmoft Care and regard,
if any of them were repugnant to the Religion , Laws
and Statutes of the Realm ; and if any luch were re¬
corded, to reprefent them faithfully to the Sovereign,
that /he, in Conjunflion with the Knights- Companions,
might eftablifh fuch Decrees concerning them as fixe
fhould think fit } but that any thing was done in pur-
fuance hereunto, doth not appear for the Tranfcripts
of her Father’s Body of the Statutes, throughout the
Time of her Reign, were prefented to the Knights-
Companions at their Inftallations ; and the Pra61 ice of
her Time was purfuant to the Direction therein, except
in feme few Things now and then added or alter’d at
future Chapters, when there arofe frefh Matters for
fuch Expedients.

King
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King James I . her Succeflor, revolv’d fomething to¬
wards a new Regulation 5 and in order to put it in
Execution, the 14th of May, in the 9th Year of his
Reign, decreed , That Commiffionary Letters lhould
be granted to the Earls of Nottingham ,

’
Worcejler, Pem¬

broke and Northampton, to empower them to examine
the Regiflers and other Monuments which pertainedto that Order 5 and where any Paflage Ihould be found
obfolete or obfcure, to make it confpicuous and clear jwhere Contrariety appear ’d , fitly to reconcile it 5 yetwith no Defign of innovating any Thing , but an Inten¬
tion of renewing all , as near as might be, to the firft
Standard and moft ancient Inftitution of the Order;
faving always Power to himfelf , as Sovereign of theOrder , to add or diminilh any Matter ( according tothe Occafion ) as it Ihould feem agreeable to his Pru¬
dence for the Honour of this Moft Noble Order.What Progrefs they made in this Commiflion , theMemoirs of that Time are filent in 5 but Ibme few
Years after , this Affair was reviv’d, and another wasiffu’d forth , to the Earls of Nottingham , Worcejler, South¬
ampton, Arundel and Montgomery, and the Vifcount Ltjh,all Knights -Companions , dated April 21S

’, in the 16 th
Year of his Reign 5 which Six, or any Four of them,were thereby conftituted to take an exact Survey of allthe ancient Statutes and Articles of the faid Order 5 andauthoriz ’d to call before them all fuch Perfons , whe¬ther Officers of the faid Order , or others , as could
give any Light or Information concerning that Affair jand after a ferious Deliberation , to pen down what inthem they conceiv ’d meet to be explain ’d , and what tobe added, whereby to render the Order more illuftri-
ous , that the lame being prefented to the Sovereignand the Society, at a Chapter holden , might be refolv’don in part , or in all, to be put in Execution , if itfeem’d fo good to that King.

This Affair mov ’d very flowly 5 but towards thelatter End of his Reign , the Earls of Worcejler, Mont¬
gomery , Arundel, Surry and Leicejler, Five of the Six
Commiffioners above -nam’d, having held divers Con¬ferences, and debated feveral Matters reprefented tothem, and at a Chapter convened at IVhitehall the 19th

La of
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of May, Anno aO Vac. I . did prefent to the Sovereign
certain Articles , fubfcribed with their Hands , which,
for the Honour of rhe Order , they thought requifitc
to be duly obferv ’d.

By the firft of which they made Provifion for a fur¬
ther Progreffion and Advancement of the illuftrious In-
ftituti 'ori , in propofing , that every Year a Commiffion
from the Sovereign fhould be granted , or continu 'd to
fuch Knights of the Order as the Chapter fhould pitch
on , to deliberate and weigh all Affairs that fell under
the Order , and that the Year after , an Eftimate , by the

Knights in Chapter , fhould be exhibited , of their Re-
folutions and Proceedings by Virtue of the faid Com¬
miffion . This , with Eight other Articles , were con¬
firm’d by the Sovereign and Twelve of the Knights-
Companions , the aid of May following , in a Chapter
held at Whitehall ; and fo profperoufly their Endeavours
fucceeded, that on the Feaft -day of St . George, at Windfat
in the enfuing Year, the Earl of Worcejfer, ( being then
the Sovereign -Deputy ) with Ten Knights -Companions
more , gave their aflent to Eight other Articles ( moft
of them concerning the Alms-Knights ) which the
Morning after had the Approbation of the Sovereign;
and before the Celebration of Divine Service , by his

Deputy and Companions aflembled in the Chapter-
Houfe , the Obfervation thereof was duly decreed.

King Charles I . defign ’d and endeavour ’d the mofl

compleat and abfolute Reformation of any of his Pre-
deceflors ; and at the Solemnity of St . George, held at
Windfor the 6th of OHoher, in the 6th Year of his Reign,
He commiffion’d Nine Knights -Companions , m . the
Earls of Mitlgrave, Pembroke, Montgomery, Arundel, Surry,
Salisbury, Carlijle, Dorfet, Holland, Berl̂ fhirt and Suffolk}
with command to affemble Four Times in a Year, to
take into their Confederation the Affairs of the Order;
all which , but the Earls of Mulgrave and Dorfet, met at
Whitehall the ad of January following , where fome feW
Matters fell under their Confultation . This Commit
fion was feconded by one of a larger extent about
Three Months after , and direded to the faid Knights
Companions , or to any Eight , Seven , Six, Five or
Four of them , empowering them to meet and devife.
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and exactly preponderate all the Statutes and Ordinan¬
ces of the Order , as well fuch as were eftablifhed at
the Foundation , as thofe that had been fince made , by
Explanation or Addition , and to weigh advifedly whe¬
ther any Thing had been ena&ed , that had caufed
Doubt or Ambiguity , or flood in need of any Change or
Amendment ; and if upon mature Deliberation by them
thus conven ’d , there flipuld appear any Contrariety or
Defeft, for want of plain Expreffion , or other Omifli-
on , fit to be fupplied , tending to the Honour of the
Order , That then the Sovereign might , upon Return
of their Proceedings, refolve upon fome general Decla¬
ration in Chapter , to reform and reduce into one Body
all the Statutes and Ordinances thereof that the fame
being compil ’d and fettled in one perfect Model , might
be fo confign ’d to Pofterity , free from all future Quefti-
ons and Doubts-

Nevertheless not any thing was done upon this
Commiflion, tho ’ it flood in force even from the 5th
to the 13th Year of this King’s Reign ; but where the
Neglect lay Hiftory does not fully inform us, tho ’ it
may be conjectur 'd by what follows.

At the Feaft of St . George, celebrated by Prorogation
it White -ball, for the Year 153 5 . upon the 17th ; iSth,
and x 9th Days of April, 1537 . divers Petitions for Re¬
formation, and reducing of Matters to their priftine
Conftitution , were presented to the Sovereign by the
Chancellor, and read 5 fome of which , more efpecial-
ly, tending to fet off and encreafe the Honour of the
Order, were received and decreed by the Sovereign,
and the reft referr ’d to the faid Knights -Commifltoners,
The firft of thofe Decrees which at that time had its
Sanftion, was to revive and renew the Powers given in
the former Commiflion ; and thereupon a new one,
dated the 7th of May following , was iflued under the
Great Seal of the Order , and directed to the Earls of
Mulgrave, Darby , Pembroke, and Montgomery, Arundel,
and Surry , Kelly, Salisbury, Dorfet , Holland, Barkjbire,
Suffolkj Lyndfey, Exeter, Marquils Hamilton, Duke of
Lenox, the Earls of Darby , Moreton, and Northumberland,
or to Three or more of them , to meet and confult of
piy Matters contain’d in the Statutes , or for Honour of
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the Order , Thefe Knights -Commiffioners were en¬
dow ’d with all the plenary Powers given in the forefaid
Commiffion , dated 6 Car. I . unto which was granted a
further Addition , for the better effecting the Sovereign ’s
Care : That Three or more of them fhould meet at
the Sovereign ’s Court , and begin to put the faid Com¬
miffion in execution in Wlntfon Week nextenfuing , at¬
tended and affifted by the Chancellor of the Order , and
all , or any other Officers, or fuch of them as they
fhould fix on, or find ferviceable . And being affem-
bled , to have free Liberty to hear , propound , and de¬
bate of whatfoever fhall fall under their Cognifance,
or that they fhould conceive conducible to the Honour
and perfect Eftablifhment of fo llluftrious and Noble a
Body . And to prepare all Matters of fuch their Re-
folutions and Debates to be laid before the Sovereign
at the next Feaft of St . George, and fo fucceffively at e-
very Chapter fo appointed by him , to receive his full
Determination , Approbation , and Royal Affent, with
further Power to adjourn from time to time , after the
firft Opening and Reading of the faid Commiffion;
their Meetings to be in fuch Places, and on fuch Days as
fhould feem moll convenient to them.

Now who wou’d fuppofe , that after fo Noble an In¬
tention of the Sovereign , and his earneft Solicitude to
iffiie forth a fecond Commiffion, his hearty recom¬
mending and exciting their Deligence for a fpeedy Dif-
patch , and laftly , his expending an Account of their
Tranfacfions the next Feaft , thefe honourable Perfons,
Companions of the Order , fhould need a Spur to ac-
complifh fo laudable a Defign ; but it was fo.

For altho ’ the Commiffion was opened at White -bd
the 30th of May following , in the Prefence of the
Earls of Pembroke and Montgomery, Salisbury, Holland,
Marquifs of Hamilton, and Duke of Lenox, Commifli-
oners ; yet Sir Thomas Row Chancellor , in hjs Letter to
Dr . Cbrijtojsber IVren, dated the 4th of Jane, 1657. fadi
ly complained , That it was much as he coujd d° t0
draw together Five of the Knights -Companions , to 9-
pen and read the Commiffion, and this quajt in tranfitn,
Was in Confofion and Hurry , and all that was tfanfa$ ed
was to appoint another Convention at Qourt in
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fummer Week then next enfuing , anti charge the Chan¬
cellor to prepare Matter ( for Propofitions and Oblerva-
tions upon the Statutes ) fit for their Confutations a-
gainftthat Appointment , according to the Tenor of the
Commiffion . And in another Place writes , That he
found fuch Difficulty to procure Meetings , and as cer¬
tain non Chalance in every one , as if it were but a cere¬
monious Affair , and fo few hearty in it , that he feared
he and the Officers ihould wait to little Purpofe : And fo
indeed it fell out j for albeit he attended in Midfummer
Week , according to their Direction , yet there was no¬
thing difpatch ’d , fave only the adjourning of their
Meeting to London.

Some little Progrefs was afterwards made in this Af¬
fair at White-hall the 8th of February following , where
Three of them were prefent , viz. the Earls of Ltrl(-
Jhire, Lindjey, and Northumberland , who order ’d the
Chancellor , Regiller , and Garter , to prepare an Abbre¬
viation of the Statutes , and reduce every thing of one
Head into an A£t , to keep up to Method , and avoid
Confufion.

The  ill : of February after , another Aflembly ofSeven
of the Knights -Commiffioners was held at White-hall, in
whofe Prefence a few Points were debated 5 but little or
nothing concluded.

§ 4 . As concerning the Annals of the Order , or the
Books wherein the feveral Refolutions and Decrees oc-
cafionally made in Chapters , and wherein other hifto-
rical and ceremonial Matters relating to it are recorded,
it will not be amils to give fome Account of them
in this Place.

The firfi-, in Order of time , is an old Paper Book
written in French, call ’d Regi/lrum Chartaceum, hitherto
fortunately preferv ’d in the Paper Office at White -hall,
which probably was begun by John Coningham ,■ tor we
find him , 1414 . (a little before the Annals commenced )
made Canon of Windfor, and Regiller of the Or¬
der , and in regard the fame Hand - Writing is carry ’d
on from the Beginning of the Book down to 1 6 Hen. VI.
inclufive , where follows an Hiatus till Anno 2 ; Hen. \ !.
that the Annals began to be fet down with another

L 4 Hand 5



( > 5 2 )
Hand ; and that he fhortly after died in 144. 5 . Hence¬
forward thefe Annalsare entred with promifcuous

'
Hands,

which may be prefumed the proper Hand -Writings of
the Regillers of this Noble Order , as they fucceeded
each other in the Office.

After we find Richard Sidnor mention ’d in the Regifter
Anno 16 Hen. VIII . (who fubfcribed his Name at the foot
of every Leaf ) the Annals were pen

’d in one Hand until
Anno 26 Hen. VIII . that Robert Aidrydee, D . D . and one of
the Canons of Windfor fucceedcd him 5 and then ’tis
evident the Writing alfo was changed to an old fet
Roman Hand , which ran on to the End of 29 Hen. VIU.
in which Year he was advanced to the Bifhoprick of
Car!ijle 3 and this Book breaks off in the 31 If of his

Reign.
Besides this there is another Book that goes by the

Name of the Bdach Book, wherein the Annals of the
Order are tranfcribed in Latin, concerning which there
pafs’d a Decree, Anno 3 Hen. VII. that it fhould be fairly
copy’d out , and afterwards that the Sovereign fhould
be put in Remembrance of it 3 but neither of thefe De¬
crees was put in execution , nor was this confirm’d till
towards the End of the Reign of King Henry VIII.
This Book differs very little from/the Regijirim
Chartaceum, for therein is nothing enrolled relating to the
Order (except one of the Exemplars of the Founders
Statutes , and a Catalogue of the firft Twenty -five
Knights -Companions ) before the 4th Year of King
Henry V . the Annals of the Order , until that time , be¬

ing entirely loft . It hath the fame Hiatus or Intervals
from 1 6 to 23 Hen. VI. from 7 to 10 of Edvi. 4 . from
4 to 7 Hen. VII . and from 10 to 14 Hen. 7 . It alfo runs
parallel therewith for the moll part , and that it was
compil ’d by Dr . A/drydge, whilft he continu ’d Regifter,
is colleHed from fome Paffages in the Preface of all the
Sovereigns , ending with King Henry VIII . The Tran-
fcription of this Book was finifli’d Anno 13 Hen . VID.
for fo far is written , as alfo the Appendix , with one
and the fame Hand 3 (in a middle -fiz ’d Text ) but Anno
32 Hew . VIII . another Hand appears , which , with fo®e
Variation , is continu ’d to the End of 5 Edvi. VI. wheK
this Book break ? off
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The Regifter of the Order was oblig’d to provide

Two Boo&s , and therein to enter the Ordinances,
Statutes, and ACts of this Noble Corporation, one to be
lodg ’d at the Chapter Houfe at Windjor,  and call’d, Indetf
Windeforienfih and the other being a Duplicate of the
former , to remain in his own Cuftody, ready to expofe
to the View of the Sovereign , whenfoever he fhould
demand it ; this latter was called Juice Kegijlrum.

As to the general Directions for Compiling thefe
Books, and the Particulars they are to confift of , we
are inform’d from the faid Statutes and Conftitutions £
for befides the Entry of all the Scrutinies taken in
Chapterand Elections made thereupon, it is his Officd
to record the Penalties inflicted on Knights-Compa-
nions , and the Reconciliation of all Delinquents with
other ACls, and their Caufes appertaining to the Order,
all which are decreed to be recited before the Sove¬
reign and Knights-Companions at the Beginning of the
Chapter yearly, if Occafion be , to correCt and reduce
into Method. Moreover he is to record all the Policies
in War , Exploits , TranfaCtions , and memorable
Atchievements, both of the Sovereign and Knights-
Companions, accordingas he can bell attain the Know¬
ledge of them, by his own diligent Search , or the Af-
fiflance of Mr. Garter, which having confign ’d to Wri¬
ting from Year to Year, is to be perufed at the next
Chapter by the Knights-Companions, for their Appro¬
bation and Correction ; and being reiterated the fecond
time in the Chapter, he is to fee that they be fairly en¬
grailed in the faid Book , for a perpetual Remem¬
brance.

ANDbecaufe the time perfix’d for Rehearfal of thefe
Particulars in Chapter , had in fucceeding Years been
imploy ’d in other Affairs . In one of thofe Articles
which the Knights-Companions exhibited to King
Jac. l. the 19th of May , Juno Jac. R . 20. and rati¬
fied the 2 2d of May following , it was decreed that no¬
thing of this Nature, or any other AC! in Chapter,
fhould beregiflredbefore it had been perus

’d and pafs’d
the Confederation of the then Knights-Companions, or
at leaf! Four of them, who when they fhould fet Times
Stpart to confult of theAffairs of this Order (for which

they
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they were chiefly commiffion’ d) might then . alfo make
tfle of fuch Opportunities as fhould give this Bufinefs
Difpatch  with more Conveniency . Upon mature Confi.
deration had of thofe Injunctions , the then Regifter at
a Chapter held 19 Nov . z2Car . ll  prefented the Conti¬
nuation of the Annals of this Order , which he had
ranged in order to regifter in the Liber Caroimm, and
fubmitted them to the Approbation of the Knights,
Companions , whom the Sovereign had commiffion’d to
infpeft the Affairs of the Order ; which Tender , when
they declin ’d , he propos

’d that it might pafs the Exa¬
mination of the Prelate ; but they not giving their Af-
fent to it , in regard the Regifter himfelf was under
the Obligation of an Oath , to deal with the utmoft Fi¬
delity in his Reports , it was decreed , That the faid
Annals fhould be fairly recorded in the Book, without
any further Infpedion.

Besides the abovemention ’d Particulars , there were
Materials of another Nature , decreed to be collected
by the Chancellor of the Order and Garter King of
Arms , to be digefted firft, and after entred by the Re¬

gifter ; for whereas one part of the Chancellor ’s Duty
was to make a Narration every Year in Chapter , at the
Feaft of St . George, of the illuftrious Exploits of the
Knights -Companions , as well as the Actions that tend
to eclipfe their Glory ; fo the Regifter was to note thefe,
and record them from a perpetual JEra. or Memorial of
their Honour or Difgrace.

And it is part of Garter ’s Duty diligently to enquire
after the Valiant , Fortunate , and Renown ’d A£ts, both
of the Sovereign and the reft of the Knights -Compani¬
ons , and relate them with all ExaCfnefsto the Regifter,
for his Engroffing : But how fparingly thefe are put in
execution , the Annals themfelves bear witnefs . How¬
ever , Sir Edward Walker Garter -King has drawn up an
Account of the fhining AClions and Chatafters of the

Knights -Companions , beginning with Thomas Earl of

Strafford, and continuing it down to his Son , which he
deliver ’d Dr. Ryves the Regifter , for the Ufe afore-
direCled.

Among the Articles eftablilh ’d at the Feaft of

St . George, 21 Jac. I . the laft is, That the then Regifter
fhould
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“61̂ fhould compofe a Boole , wherein fhould be orderly
Tef̂ tranferibed the Form and Manner of all the Solemnities,
tgiftj, Ceremonies , and Proceffions , at the Celebration of the

Order, as alfo of taking down and offering the defund:
hVj Knights Atchievments, that the Knights-Companions
Si might have free Recourfe to it 5 but iuch Book never
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was extant.
For the Safety and Prefervation of the Annals, the

Knights Commiffionersdetermin ’d the 2 ad of May, An.
Jac. R . ao . That a fecure and convenient Place within
the Caftle of Windfor fhould be appointed, in which all
Ads concerningthe Order fhould be repofed, and to
which everyKnight-Companion at all times might have
Accefs. And upon the Remove or Deceafe ot the Re¬
gifter of the Order, the Book containing the Account
of all fuch Tranfadions , fhould be committed to one-
pf the Knights of the Order.

The fecond of thefe Books is called the Blue Book,,
focall’d being bound in Blue Velvet 5 it begins with
the firft Year of Queen Mary, and ends at the 18th of
King Jac. I.

The third being bound in Red Velvet , is denomi-
aated the Red Book, it commences where the Blue
Book leaves off, and treats of the like Ads and Entries,
and is carry

’d down to 14 Car. I. having firft given a
full Account of the Inftallation of the Prince, after¬
wards King Cha. II. And as to great part of this Work
it was perform ’d by the elegant and judicious Dr .Mathew
Wren, Bifhop of Ely , and Regifter of the Order , whofe
excellent Patern his Brother and Succeflor Dr . Chriftopher
Wren hath copy

’d in its following Trad . This
Bifhop compiled a MS . A. D. 1631. wherein , by
way of Comment upon King Henry VIII ’s Statutes, he
hath cpmpendioufiyfhewn what Alteration there hath
palled in the Law of the Garter, a Work perform’d
with great Judgment, and exceedingly ufeful to thp
Curious.

The fourth andlaft Book is Liber Carolinus , and com¬
mences K540 . wherein the Annals are brought down to
the Beginningof 1670. by Ryves, then Regifter. And
in a Chapter conven ’d at Windjorthe 1 (5th of April, Anno
f 3 Car. II . it was decreed, That there fhould be T wo

of
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of thefe Books compiled , the one printed in Latin, fn
the Cuftos of the Regilter at Windfor, and the other in
Enghjh, to be referv’d at White-hall, and call’d, Regijlrm
yliilicuni.

C A P, VII.

T HE Habit and Enfigns of this matt Noble Order
are moft eminently diftinguiihable and magnifi¬
cent , and confift of thefe Particulars , viz. Garter,

Mantle , Surcoat , Hood , George , and Collar ; for as the
Romans were very exa£l and particular in affigniiig each
Degree a peculiar Habit and Vefture, by which the Qua¬
lity and Rank of their Citizens might be difcernable , ths
Diftin £lion of Apparel was afterwards taken up by di¬
vers other Nations , whence every Military , as well as
Ecclefiaftick Order of Knighthood , did appropriate to
it felf a peculiar Drefs, Enfign , or Badge, -as a Mark of
Diftinftion one from another , to fet off the Luftre and
Honour of their feveral Societies.

The four firft , viz. the Garter , Mantle , Surcoat,
and Hood , were affigned the Knights -Companions , by
the Founder , and the George and Collar by King
Henry VIII . and all thele together are called the whole
Habit or Enfigns of the Order , concerning which we
fhall treat of fufcinclly , beginning with the Garter.

The Royal Garter challengeth the Preheminence , for
from it this famous Order receiv ’d its Denomination:
It is the firft part of the Habit prefented to Foreign
Princes and abfent Knights , and that wherewith they,
and all other elefl Knights , are firft adorn ’d , and of fo
great Honour and Grandeur,that by the bare Inveftiture
with this Noble Enfign , the Knights are efteem ’d Com¬
panions of the greateft Military Order in the World.

The Materials whereof it was compos
’d at firft, >s

an Arcanum ; nor is it deferibed by any before Polydort
Virgil, and he but in general : As to the ornamental Part
pf it , it was adorn ’d with Gold and precious Stones,
and had a Buckle of Gold at the End , to fatten it about

the;
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