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Woods belonging to the Crown, and then reafonable Sa-
tisfaction, without Imprifonment, fhould beaccepted.
Arr Writs and Attachments were returnable to them,

as well relating to the Pleas of the Crown as other,

¢heo all their Lands and Fees, and no Sheriff, Bai-

1iff, or Officer, fhould execute any fuch there, unlefs
inDefault of the Cuftos and Canons, and they to have
and hold Leets, and Lawdays, and Cognizance of all
Pleas betwixt their Tenants, as well of Trefpafles and
Contradts, as others. And laftly, They were to have
and hold Wards, Reliefs, Efcheats, Forfeitures, and o-
ther Profits, Iffues, and Emoluments whatfoever, within
their own Fees, from all their Tenants, which might
appertain to the Crown, as if the Tenants did hold of
the Crown or others in Capite,

C A P‘ V'
WE come now to treat of the moft Noble and 11-

luftrious Order of the Garter 5 which, if we confi-
der either its Antiquity, or the Noblenefs of
the Perfonages, that have been enroll’d, it excels and
outvies all other Inftitutions of Honour in the whole
World. It owes its Original, as is confefled on all
Hands, to Edward 111, King of England and France ; yet as
ta the Occafion, there are feveral Opinions which we
fhall re&ifie. 'The vulgar and more general is, that the
Garter of Joan, Countefs of Salisbury, dropping cafually
off 15 the danced in a folemn Ball, King Edward ftoop-
ing took it up from the Ground, whereupon fome of
his Nobles {fmiling, as at an amorous Altion, and he
pbferving their fportive Humour, turned it off with a
Reply in French, Honi [oit qui mal y penfe 5 but withal
added, in difdain of their Laughter, Thar fhortly they
Jhould [ee that Garter advanced to fo' high an Elonour and Re-
nown as vo account themfelves happy towear it.
. Bur upon Examination of this Tradition, let others
Jl}dge what Credit it beats to eftablifh its Belief; for
Sir John Froiffars, the only Writer of the Age that treats
1 3 ot
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of this Inftitution, affigns no fuch Original, nog for
200 Years after 15 there any thing to the %urpofe in oyg
other Hiftorians, till Polydore Virgil took occafion to fa
fomething of it ; but had it been Fact, fome Feeng)
Hiftorian or other, would not have negletted to regifter
it at a convenient Time with a Scoff and Ridicule,
fince that Nation was fo ready to deride King Henry Vs
Defign of invading them with a Return of Tennis
Balls,

In the Original Statutes of this Order, there is not
the leaft Conjefture to countenance the Conceit of fuch
a Feminine Inftitution, no not {o much as laying an
Obligation on the Knights-Companions to defend the
Quarrels of Ladies (as fome Orders then in being en-
joyned ;) nor doth the Author of that Trat entitled I
Situtio clariffimi Ordinis Militaris a Pr:{:’?’fﬂbihﬁih{lgdn{[o nun-
cupati, prefaced to the Black Book of the Garter, letfall
the manifeft Paffage to ground it on.

As to what Polydore fays, he is not fo confident to
alcertain the Perfop whofF Garter it was ; but cautioufly
declining that, {ays, it was either the (Queen’s, or the
King’s Miftre(s’s ; and if it were the latter, yet doth he o-
mit her Name and Title, both which (on v rhatAuthority
we find nat) are (upplied by modern Hiftorians,who call
her Soan Countefls of Sulisbury, the {fame elfewhere cele-
brated by the Name of the Fuir Maid of Kent, (whom
Edward the Black Prince, afterward married) whereas
no Hiftorian ever gave the lealt Inuendo that King
Edward1]1. ever courted her as a Miftrefs. Se/d-n points
at her when he calls the Lady, from whom the Garter
{lipp’d, Countefs of Kent and Salisbury: ButabouttheTime
when this Order was founded fhe in truth was dignified
with neitherHonour ; for altho’ fhe was Daughter toThe.
fock, Earl of Eent, and had been fometime the re-
puted Wife of i lliem Mo tapue, {fecond Farl ()Fﬁ‘:cs’asfaury,
yet then fhe cou’d not properly be accounted Countels
of Salisbury, She was Cually "Wife to Sir Thomas Hol-
lanc, {one of the Firft Founders of the Qrder.) Nor
was the yet (tho’ afrerwards) Countels of Kenr, becaufe
her Brother ~ob» Earl of weut, at the Inftitution of
this Order, fupvived, and died not till 26 Edw, 111,
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Taar there was a Countefs of Salisbury with whom
King Edward IIL. became greatly e_nar_nour’d,' Froiffart re-

orts after this manner, That this King having relieved a
Caftle of that Earl’s in the North, ".'.'/,r.f.:'f:’m !:zs. Countefs )_md
been befieged by the Scots (the Earl himfelf b;mg_a: that time
Pr:.'ﬁme'r m France 5) upon _/zg;':r qf her extraordinary Beauty
he ﬁ'ﬂ in love with her 5 but fbe fo virrzmuﬂ‘}{ demeaned her
ﬁ{f, during his Abode there, that he de’cf:rzed'_j:‘.rtfn':' Solicita-
sim. However, fome time after, the King out of De-
fire to {ee her, proclaim’d folemn Jufls in London, whi-
ther this Countefs and other Ladies being invited, came
up. This Caftle it feems was # ark, upon Tzweed m Nor-
thumberland, which King Edward had tormerly beffowed
on her Husband, for his good Service paft, when he
firft efpoufed her, being then but a Knight.

Arrtro’ it fhould be admitted that this Countefs of
Salishury was the King’s Miftrels, yet muft it be re-
mark’d, That fhe was Wife to Wilkam Mountague, Kg,
created Earl of Salisbury, Anno 11 Edw. 1ll. Mother to
William the before-mention’d fecond Earl, that her
Chriftian Name was Catherine, not Alice, as Froiffart, not
Yoan, as others call her, Daughter to Wiliam Lord
Granfton, and that fhe e};pirt‘d 2.8 Edw. III. But that the
whole may appear, what indeed it is, a meer Fable, we
fhall infert the Judgment of Dr. Heylin, who took great
Pains in this Particular.  This, fays he, Itake tobe avain
and idle Romance, derogatory both to the Founder and the
Order firft publifbed by Pol. Virgil, a Stranger to the Affairs
of England, and by him taken wpon. no better ground than
Yama Vulgi, the Tradition of the common People, too tri-
fling a Fonndatrion to [o grear a Building.

Or the fame Contexture with the former is ancther

radition in ndrew du Chefne, That the Queen departing
from the King to her own Apartments, and he following foon
after, chanced to efpy a Blue Garter lying on the Ground ([up-
F'ﬂﬁd’ to iJ:tva*ﬁipp’d frmrz her Leg) awhilft fome (:f his Atten-
dants carelefly paffed byir, as difdaining to floop at fuch a
Trifle 5 but he knowing the Owner, commanded it to be gi-
ven him y at the Receipt of which he [aid, You make but fmall
account of thisGarter 5 but within few Months, il caufe the
b ft of you all to reverence it alike, ~ Some fuppofe that the
Matta was the Queen’s Anfwer, when the King aﬁlked

her,
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her, Whar Men wonld conjeBure of ber, upon her ]oﬁszg Fep
Garter in [uch a manner? :

Bora Relations are far diftant from Falt ; never.
thelefs it has thus far'd with other Orders of Sove.
reign Foundation, and an amorous, inftead of an ho.
nourable Account, has been fallly render’d of their
Inftitution 5 as for Inftance, The Order of the Annun.
ciade, and that of The Golden Fleece,

Turre is a third Opinion grounded on a Relation
made of King Rich. 1. who, whilft his Forces were
employ’d againft Cyprws and Acon, and extremely tir'd
and harrafs'd with the Siege, he, by the Affiftance and
Mediation of St. George (as imagin’d ) was infpir’d with
frefh Courage, and bethought himfelf of a new Device,
which was to tie about the Legs of a Number of
Knights, a Leathern Thong Carter, for fuch had he
then at hand, whereby they being emulated to future
Glory, with Affurance of Reward if they prov’d vitto.
rious, they might be excited to behave themfelves in-
trepidly and well, much after the Examples of the old
Romans, among whom were diftributed various Crowns
for feveral Caufes, to adorn the Soldiers : But if Kin
Richard 1. did make ufe of this Device in the Holy Land,
as a Signal or Mark of Diftinftion of a Party, upan
fome warlike Exploit, yet that he took Occafion to
create a diftin@ Order of Knighthood thereupon, there
is not fufficient warrant to believe ; ( for it is only
put down in the Preface of the Black Book, but not
in any Part of the Annals of the Order; nor can it
plead ‘higher Antiquity than the Reign of King Ho
VIII. when written.) All the Advantage that can be
made of it, is, to heighten the Reputation of that Samt

among the FEnglifh, by which Means the Garter cam¢ |

to be dedicated to him, and not that it contributedto
its Inftitution.

§ 2. Tuas true Motive was therefore, neither the
Ladies Garter, or King Richard’s Leathern Thong
that it owes it Original to: But King Ed:ward, being
a Perfon of confummate Vertue, gave himfelf up to
military Affairs 5 and being engag’d in War for rece:
vering his Right to France, made ufe of the beft 3\%3{'
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tialifts of the Age, did thereupon firft defign (in-

ducd by its ancient Fame the Reftoration of Kin
4rthur’s Round Table, to invite hither the Gallant Spi-
rits from abroad, and endear them to himfelf 5 and ad-
judging no Place more requifite than Windfor, upon
New-Year's-Day, A. D. 1344. he iflw'd out Letters of
Proteétion for the fafe going and return of Foreign
Knights, to try their Valour at the Solemn Julls to be
held there on Monday after the Feaft of St. Hilary fol-
Jowing (which happen’d Jen, 19.) And thefe Letters
of Safe-Conduét continu’d in force until the Offaves of
the Purification of our blefled Virgin enfuing, being
the 18th Year of his Reign, At the Time appointed,
he provided a great Supﬁer to begin the Solemnity,
and then ordain’d this Feftival to be annually at #7%:-
fontide; and immediately after thefe firlt Exercifes were
over, for a future and better Accommodation, he im-
efs’d Workmen and Carriages for erefting a particu-
lar Building in the Caftle, and therein plac’d a Table
of Two Hundred Foot Diameter, where the Knights
thould have their Entertainmeént of Diet, at his Ex-
pence of 100/, per Week ; to which Building he gave
the Name of The Round Table. And as at thefe great
Conventions the Days were {pent in all Kinds ofgno-
ble Feats of Arms, Jufts and Turnaments, fo were a
great Part of the Nights confum’d in publick Balls
and dancing with the Ladies that attended the Queen
thither ; and perhaps it was hence conje&tur’d, that at
fome of thefe Balls the Queen’s Garter, or the Garter
of Catherine, Countefls of Salisbury, might flip off, and
the King’s taking it up occafion Smiles in the By-
ftanders ; and afterwards, when the King had modell’d
his intended Order, a Garter offering 1t felf for its
chief Enfign, might add to the Conjeéture 5 but that
it was the principal Caufe, isa groundlefs Imagination,
And the® King Edward advanc’d the Honour of the
Garter, as to denominate the Order, yet was it not to
enhance Reputation to, or perpetuate an effeminate
Occafion, but to adorn Martial Prowefs, with Ho-
nours, Rewards and Splendor ; to increafe Vertue and
Valour in the Hearts of his Nobility, that fo true
Worth, after long and hazardous Exploits, fhould not
envioufly
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envioufly be depriv’d of that Gloty which it hath i.
trinifically deferv’d, and that a&ive and hardy Youths
might not want a Spur in their Progreffion in the
Paths of Vertue, which is to be efteem’d glorious and
eternal.

Ir is further obfervable, that the French King, Phi.
lip de Valoys, in Emulation of this Seminary at # mdfor,
fet up a Round Table at his Court, and invited Knights
and valiant Men of Arms out of ltaly and /maine thi-
ther, left they fhould repair to our King Edward IIL
which meeting with Succefs, prov’d a Countermine to
his main Defign 5 who perceiving that his Hofpitality
towards ftrange Knights, upon Account of reviving
King Arthur’s Round Table was too general, nor did fuf-
ficiently ingratiate them to his Perfon, but being un-
conftrain’d and at Liberty, did after their Departure
take what Side they pleas’d in the enfuing Wars, he at
length refolv’d upon a Projeftion more particular and
feleCt, and fuch as might oblige thofe whom he
thought fit to make his Affociates, in a lafting Bond of
Friendfhip and Honour: And having iff’d forth his
own Garter for the Signal of a Battle, that was crown’d
with Succefs, (which is canceiv’d to be the Battle of
Creffy, fought about Three Years after his ereCting the
Round Table ; ) upon fo remarkable a Victory, he thence
took Occafion to inflitute this Order, and gave the
Garter Preheminence among the Enfigns of it, whence
that {ele€t Number, whom he incorporated into a Fra-
ternity, are {yl’d Equires Auree Perifcelidis, and vulgarly
Knights of the Garter. By this Symbol he defign'd to
bind the Knights and Fellows of ‘it mutually unto one
another, and all of them joyntly to himfelf, as Sove-
reign of the Order; nor was his Expe&lation fruftra-
ted, for it did not ferve only as a vehement Spurand
Incentive to Honour and martial Vertue, but alfo asa
golden Bond of Unity and internal Society ; and for
this Confideration Cambden aptly calls it a Badge of
Unity and Concord. : -

By the Symbols of this Garter the Knights are re-
minded, with all Religioufnefs, Sincerity, Friendlinefs,

Faithfulnefs and Dexterity, not to leave the Purfuit of

hat{oever s i = .
whatfoever they take in hand, nor to enterprize any

Thing
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Thing . contrary to the Statutes of the O;der; heither
to fruftrate the Rights of Peace and Friendfhip, nor
vilify the Law of Arms, or éproceed in any Thing far-
ther than Faith and Compatt, or the Bond of Friend-
fhip will ddmit. Moreover, in the binding of the Leg
with this enobled Enfign, there was given this Caveat
and Exhortation, that the Knights fhould not pufilla-
nimpuily ( by running away from Battle) betray the
Valour and Renown which is ingrafted in Conftancy
and Magnanimity. Nay, {o exaltly did the Founder
contrive the whole Habit into the Signification of the
Garter, that he ordain’d his and the K11ights-(30mpa-
nions Robes and Ornaments to be all alike, both for
Materials and Fafhion, intimating thereby, That they
ought to conferve brotherly Affeltion among them.-
felves. The great Collar of the Order was made of
equal Weight, and like Number of Knots and Links,
in Token of the like Bond of Faith, Peace and Amity
inviolably to be obferv’d and retain’d amongft them’:
In fine, all Things were {o defign’d, that every one
might plainly perceive how much thefe Things tended
to the Maintenance of Amity and Concord.

In further reference to the eftablifhing this Order,
the aforefaid King calling together the Earls, Barons,
and principal Knights of his Kingdom, Freely, {ays
Froiffart, and obligingly declar’d his Mind to them concerning
this Affair : To which a// of them being well inclin’d, en-
terbain’d the Motion with equal Joy and Applaufe, deeming
it would prove a very great Advancement to Piery, Nobility
and Vertuey and likewifs an excellent Expedicrt for the uni-
ting not only ‘his Subjedts one’ with avorber; bur all Foreigners
carijcmﬂiw{y vwith them, in the Bonds of A‘;;zf.t_q- and Peace,
And ’tis very improbable the prudent Founder fhould
{fummon his Nobles to confult about the Grandeur of
an Order, that had taken its Rife from fo {light an
Occafion as the dropping of a Garter from a Lady’s Leg.

ow, to draw the Tye of Fricndﬂlip more clofe, the
King caufed: thofe who were (or fhould be) of the
Order, to.be call’d Tellows, Affociates, Colleagues, Brethyen,
and Konights-Companions, and the Order it {elf 2 Societyy
PP![”TL'/Z’-;P: College of Kaights,, and K:V.'iqf_r.‘-(.'c:qrf;a:s:'m.:ﬂ::’p5
and their Habits to be 4l alikie, 'to reprefent how they

ought

B
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ouglit to bé united in all Chances and various T
of Fortune 5 Co-partners both in Peace and War, aflic
flant to one another in all ferious and dangerous Ex:

loits ; and thro’ the whole Conrfe of their Lives g
Eww Fidelity and Friendlinefs one towards another,
There are other Reafons affign’d, much to the fame
Effect, That the Order was inftituted to fortifie the Cons
fidence Ef the King, the Kingdom and Martial Verrue 5, that
18 to fay; to ﬁrmg:hm the Faith r,_vf the Subjfffs towards
them, and JTrnrrr their greater Semrét}', and Iret:zufe the Garger
carries with it @ Bond or Tye of Fellow/bip, and is a Symb|
of Amity berween Princesy being Companions of the [ams
Order.

In the laft Place, if we look upon the Statutes of its
Inftitation, we fhall find the Injuntions wholly Mili
tary, and {0 are the Words of Admonition pronounc'd
at the putting on the Enfigns of the Order: And the
Ground of the Inftitution ( in the Preamble to King
Henry VIII's Exemplar ) is {aid to be for the Honour of God
and Exaltation of the Catholick Faith, joyn’d both with Piety
and Charity, in ¢ftablifbing a College of religions Men to pray
for the Profperity of the Sovereign of the Order and the Knightss
Comparions, and to perform other holy Duties 5 as al{o or-
daining a Maintenance for a Company of Alms-Knights, who
bave not otherwife wherewith to [upport themfelves 5 but not
one Word relating to the Engagement on behalf of the
feminine Sex.

Anp whereas King Edw. IIL. had laid Claim by his
Title to the Kingdom of France, and in Right thereof
affum’d its Arms, he from the Colour of them, ’tis faid;
caus’d the Garter to be made Blue, and the Circum-
fcription Gold : And it may, without ftraining, be in*
ferr'd from the Motto, Honi foit qui mal y penfe, that
he retorted Shame and Defiance upon him that fhould
dare to think amifs of {o juft an Enterprize, as he
had undertaken for recovering of his lawful Right to
that Ctown ; and that the Magnanimity and Bravery
of thofe Knights, whom he had eleéted into this O
der, was fuch as would impower and enable them to
maintain the Quarrel againft all who thought ill of it
Confonant to this is the Conjeftute of Harpsfield, that
this Apophthegm was defign’d to put the Knights-Com-
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panions in mind, Not to admit any Thing in their 4fions,
or among their Thoughts, derogatory to themfelves and theiy
Flononr.

Tuar Age did exceedingly abound with Imprefles,
Motto’s and Devices, and particularly King Eduw. IIL
was fo exceflively given up to them, that his Apparel,
Plate, Bed, Houfhold-Furniture, Shiclds, and even the
Harnefs of his Horfes, and the like, were not without
them, many of which now to defcant upon would be
a fruitlefs Attempt, fceing the Occafion of the Inven-
tion, and the Circumftances are loft, that thould illu-
firate them ; and others, by reafon of their Brevity,
feem’d infignificant, in regard fomething was defign-
edly omitted, and left to be underftood, which cannot
now be rightly fupply’d, {o asto arrive at the Mind of
the Inventor. OfPthis Number may be this Motto, It
is as it is, which was embroider’d upon a Doublet of
that King ; tho’ there are others which feem more eafy
to be decypher’d ; as that daring Motto wrought upon
his Surcoat and Shicld provided to be ufed at a Tur-
nament,

Bay, Hay, the TWythe Swan;
1By God’'s Soul I am the Man.

§ 3. Tae Time when the Order was inftituted, Hi-
florians differ W!dely about; Selden, Cowper, and
othets, from _Fro%ﬂizrt (who wrote temp. Rich,I1.) would
have it in the 18th of King Edw. III. But fince Fro/f-
fart erts, in making the Number of Knights-Compa-
nions no fewer than Forty, which is a grand Miftake,
Why might not he trip in Point of Time, and con-
found the Year of its Ereftion, with that wherein the
Founder renew’d the QOrder of The Round Table, Wind-

e for being the Place for both. For fhould we admit,

that during fome Part of the Solemnity held in this

_ King’s 18th Year, when the Accident of the Lady’s
. Garter {lipping off happen’d, what other Inference can

be made, but that he had only an Intention to put in
Execution fomewhat afterwards 2 Not that an Order
was atually erefted at that Time: Befides, the Jollity

of the Seafon, the Greatnefs of the Concoutle, a:}]:d
the
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the Sp]endidnef& of the Feftivity, it was too bufy 4
Time to fuffer much Confultation tending thereunto ;
or at leait to mould and model a Defign fo COmplea:
and {ubftantial, as it appears to have been even at fir,
If we joyn Fabian, he 1s Pluin, that tho’ the King de.
fign’d “the Inftitution at the End of the Feflival,
fwhich he places between Candlemas and Lent, in the
roth, and not 18th Year of that King ) Yet was it not
then, faith he, but afrerwards ¢ftablif’d by him. Never-
thelefs, Mr. Seiden elfewhere obferves, it had its Ori-
ginal in the 24th Year of the faid King. And our in-
duftrious Stow (with whom Ltly, Speedy and Segar agree)
tells us, That the fijt Feaft of the Order awas celebrated
A.D. 1350. which exallly agrees to the 24th of Ed-
ward 1L But Polydore Virgil places it after the 25thof
Edward 11~ We muft therefore have recourfe to fome
other Proofs for elucidating this Point, fince this Chro-
nological #Era of the true Time of its Inftitution hath
wonderfully flipp’d the Pens of all Writers.
Apmrrrinc then that the eretting this Order was
firk thought of by King Edward, at fome of thofe
grand Aflemblies of The Round Table, held after the
Erench King had fet uPPthe like 5 yet was it not ma-
ture, or brought to any Fer eftion, till after his glorious
ViGtories and 'Triumphs over the French dnd Scots in
the Battles of CrefJy and Nevil’s Crofs, (in the laft of

which the Scorch King, David, was taken Prifoner) and
until King Edward had Calais furrendred to him, as will
appear very con{picuous.

Amone the Rolls of the Great Wardrobe, is one
containing the Account of all the King’s Liveries, from
Michaelmas Anno 21y to the 31ft of Fan. 23 Edw, Ik
In the fame are divers Things mention’'d to be adorn'd
with Garters, which were provided againft the fir
grand Feaft of St Goorge : and among the reff, the
Royal - Robes, viv, his Mantle, Surcoat and Hood;
likewife a Bed of Blue Taffaty was bedeck’d with Gat-
ters, containig the Metto, Honz _{}n.r'.f qur mal y I!an‘ﬁ‘o
There were made for the Soversion Three Harnefles,
whereof - Two were of White Velvet, wrought over
with Garters de bl e dialpric per totum compedmein cun
7'f'pod£o”ﬁ'55 and the Third de Felveito Ynde cont. Li}"
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pekin quiffenx & rm’:’ﬁcz:, wrought over likewife with
Garters. Had the Roll been divided into Years, or
had diftinguifhing Marks of Time upon it, we might
have been guided with more Certainty as to the true
Year of the Inftitution. However, we may thence
conclude it was not founded in the 18th of Edw. 111
becaufe that the Sovercign's Robes were not made
until the 22d Year of his Reign at fooneft 5 perhaps
not till the Beginning of the 23d. But to put the
Matter beyond difpute, the Founder’s Statutes fix the
Time of Inftitution to his 23d Year ; fo do the Sta-
tutes of King Henry V. and the Preface to the Bluck Book,
Leland, Mills and Dr. Heylin. To conclude, when he
had fix’d upon the Day and Place for cclebrating the
firlt grand Feaft of this Order, he {ent his Heralds into
Germany, France, Scotland, Burgundy, Hainanlt, Flandeys
and Brabant, to invite all Knights and Efquires, { with
Affurance of Safe-Condu& and Liberty for Fifteen
Days, both before and after the grand Solemnity) to
thew their military Prowefs and other publick Exer-
cifes there to be perform’d, proper to the Place and
Occafion 5 agreeable to which Invitation, fundry
Knights and Gallant Men came over to fignalize their
Valour; and what made the Solemnity more glorious,
King Edward’s Queen was there prefent, attended with
Three Hundred of the faireft Ladies, inall imaginable
Splendor and Gaity.

¢ 4. Tur Patrons of the Order were {everal, under
whofe Protection (according to the Cuftom of the Age)
King Edw, III. put himfelf and all the Knights-Compa-
nions, that the Affairs of the Order might be defended,
preferved and govern’d.

Tuae fift and chiefeft which he elefed, was the
Holy Trinity, which in a more efpecial Manner was in-
vocated to the Aid and Affiftance of this Qrder.

Secondly, King Edward 1II, intitled peculiarly the
bleffed Virgin Mary, accounted then the general Media-
trix and Prote&refs of all Men 5 unto whom King £4-
ward 1V. was fo {tri€tly devoted, that he thought fome
additional Ceremonies requifite to her farther Honour,
and thereupon ordain’d, that on her Five Solcmnitilcs

the

T Y g e e g

i
L




(130)

the Knights Companions {hould annually (as accy-
ftom’d on the Feait of St. George) wear the Habit of
the Order as long as Divine Service was: celebrating,
(unlefs they had fufficient Caufe of excife) bearingon
the right Shoulders of their Robes a golden Figure of
the Virgin Mary 5 and that they fhould go in the fame
Manner and Habit upon all Sundays throughout the
Year ; and laftly, that on the fame Days for ever the
fhould fay Five Pater Nofters, with as many wdve/Marea’s,

Thirdly, St. George of Cappadocia, a moft choice Cham-
pion of Chrift and famous Martyr, was alfo eleSed
one of the Patrons to this Order by King Edward ',
not fo much as he was a Profeffor of the Chriftian Faith,
or for that he was an armed Soldier ‘or Knight of
Chrift, but fo much the more becaufe in thofe Wars,
which were waged by the Chriftians againit the Infi-
dels, he by feveral Appearances manifefted his Pre-
fence as 2 moft certain Encourager and Affiftant to the
Chriftians ; the Relations whereof may be feen in D,
Heylin’s Hiftory, who hath laboriouly and - judicioufly
maintain’d the Hiftory of this Saint, againft thofe that
will not allow him a Place in Heaven, or a Being in
the Church. In like manner the learned Seider hath
avouch’d him to be the fpecial Patron, Proteétor, De-
fender, and Advocate of this Realm of England 5 and
has made it plainly appear in what Veneration he hath
been honour'd abroad, efpecially among the Eaftern
Nations. To whofe correborating ‘Teltimonies 1we
{hall add, That this Title of Patron to our Nation,
oiven to St. George by the Founder of this Order, ina
Patent oranted to the Dean and Canons of the Chapel
of n at Weftminfler, and St. George at Windfor,
which difchargeth them from Paymentiof Tythess as
alfo by King Henry VIIL in the Preamble of his Sta-
And tho’ in general he is ftyPd the Principel
Affairs of Chriffendom, and a tutelar Guar-
n of military Men, yet among all Chriftians the
Enclify did excel 5 and 1 this Nation the Founder of
this Order, in making choice of fuch an approv'd ex-
pert Captain and  Patron, in particular Refpedt ot
whom the Knights had the Title of Equitcs Georgiants

P L Tl Thrder it B o .
eorge’s Bnights, and the (rder it felf came to bz
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call'd . the Ordo Divi Santli Georgiiy The Order of 8t.
Georges :

Ir is remarkable, that Du Cf:ef:a-‘, a noted French Hi-
ftorian, acknowledges it was by the fpecial Invocation
of St. George that King Edward 111, gain’d the Battle of
Creffy, which afterwards bringing to his Remembrance,
He founded, fays he, a Chapel aithin the Cafile of Wind-
for. But if we may afcend a ftep higher, and give
credit to Harding, it’s recorded King Arthur p:.ud St.
George particular Honours, for he advanc'd his Pi&ture
in one of his Banners, which was about T'wo Hundred
Years after his Martyrdom, and very early for a Coun-
tty {o remote from Cappaducia to have him in Reverence
and Efteem.

Laftly, The Founder added a fourth Patron, whofe
Name himfelf bore, wviz. St. Edward. the (,br{lﬁ' or, his
Predeceflor, King of Englazd; and we find he was
wont to be invocated by this Founder, as well as St.
George, in any great Difficulties and Streights. Wal-
figham gives an Inftance at the Skirmith of Calais, A, D.
1349. when King Edward, in great Anger and Grief,
drew out his Sword, and moft paflionately cry’d out,
Ha Sr. Edward, Ha St. George 5 which his Soldiers
hearing, tan prefently to him, and rufhing violently
upon the Enemy, put many of them to the Sword.
Thefe Four Patrons we find recorded together .in the
Preamble of the Foundation of Wixdfor College by
King Edward 1II. tho’ in the Preamble to his Statutes
of the Otrder, and to King Henry V's Statutes, St. Edward
the Confeffor is omitted 5 neverthelefs he is enumerated
with the reft in the Preamble to King Heniy VIII's,

§ 5. As to the Honour and Reputation of this Noble
Order,. either in Comparifon with others, or in Refe-
rence to it felf; it challenges the Precedency of Anti-
quity, before the eldeft Rank of Honour of that Kind
any where eftablifh’d.

Secondly, 'The Statutes of the Foundation were fo ex-
quifitely and judicioufly devifed and compaéted, upon
fuch folid Foundations of Honour and Noblenefs, that
they afterwards became a Precedent to other Orders;
and gave the Plan to thofe Two of The Golden Fleece am}
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of Monfieur 8t. Michael, as is manifeft by comparing theig
Statutes.

Thirdly, It is no {mall Honour that accrues to this
Order, that the Number of thefe Knights-Companions
were never encreas’d;, but as they were Twenty Six
with ‘the Sovereign, fo they now thus continue,
Pretium_faciat vayitas; for the infringing this Article
hath fplit feveral other military Orders inte Contempt
and Ruin, as nothing more tarnifhing, or throwinga
fully on the Worth of Glory and Honour, than when
render’d fo vulgar, and indifférently difpofed without
Diftinttion” and Merit, as is exemplify'd in' The Order
of the Star, and the now déclining Order of Sr. Mi
chael. : :
" Foiurthly, It has receiv’d more additional Luftre by
being honour’d with the Comf;:mionfhip of divers Em-
perors, Kings and Sovereign Princes, who efteem’d it
the Summit of their Glory, and the higheft Trophy of
additional Honour, to be enroll’d in the Number. In-
fomuych that fome of them with Impatience courted the
Elettion. For we find recorded in ‘the Regifter, 4.D.
1672. Eight Emperors of Gersmany, Three Kings of
Spain, Five French Kings, Two Kings of Scotland, Five

ings of Denmark, Five Kings of Portugal, Two Kings
of Sweden, One King of Poland, One King of Arragon,
Two Kings of Naples, befides divers Dukes and other
free Princes 5 as One Duké of Guelderland, One Duke of
Holland, "T'wo Dukes of Burgindy, Two Dukes of Brusf-
avick, One Duke of Milan, Two Dukes of Urbin, One
Duke of Ferrara, One Duké of Satvoy, Two Dukes of
Holftein, One Duke of Saxony, and One Duke of Werten-
berg, Seyen Count Palatines of the Rhine, Four Princes
of Orange, and One Marquis of Brandenbuye. i

Fifthly, It enfitles thofe Knights and Noblemen,whofe
Vertue hath rais’d them to this Pitch of Greatnefs, to
be’ Companions ‘and Affociates with Emiperors and
Kings, a Prerogative of an high Nature, and a fuffici-
ent Recompence for the greateft Merit.  We fhall clofe
up all with the high Elogy beftow’d on it by the learned
Seldeny Thar it excieds in Majefly, Honour aud Fanie, al
Chivafrons Orders of the World. " ‘ ;
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