
( H9 )
Woods belonging to the Crown , and then reafonable Sa¬
tisfaction , without Imprifonment , ihould be accepted.

All  Writs and Attachments were returnable to them,
as well relating to the Pleas of the Crown as other,
thro ’ all their Lands and Fees , and no Sheriff , Bai¬
liff, or Officer, Ihould execute any fuch there , unlefs
in Default of the Cuftos and Canons , and they to have
and hold Leets , and Lawdays , and Cognizance of all
Pleas betwixt their Tenants , as well of Trefpafles and
Contrafts , as others . And laflly , They were to have
and hold Wards, Reliefs , Efcheats , Forfeitures , and o-
ther Profits, Iflues, and Emoluments whatfoever , within
their own Fees, from all their Tenants , which might
appertain to the Crown , as if the Tenants did hold of
the Crown or others in Capite.

CAP , V.

WE come now to treat of the mod Noble and II-
luftrious Order of the Garter 5 which , if we confi-
der either its Antiquity , or the Noblenefs of

the Perfbnages , that have been enroll ’d , it excels and
putvies all other Inftitutions of Honour in the whole
World . It owes its Original , as is confeffed on all
Hands, to Edward III . King of England and France ; yet as
to the Occafion, there are feveral Opinions which we
Ihall reClifie . The vulgar and more general is, that the
Garter of Joan, Countefs of Salisbury, dropping cafually
off as Ihe danced in a folemn Ball, King Edward Hoop¬
ing took it up from the Ground , whereupon fome of
his Nohles fmiling , as at an amorous AClion , and he

obferving their fportive Humour , turned it off with a
Reply in French, Honi foit cjui mal y penfe ; but withal
added , in difdain of their Laughter , That fhortly they
Jhouldfee that Garter advanced to fo high an Honour and Re¬
nown as to account themfelves happy to wear it.

. upon Examination of this Tradition , let others
judge what Credit it bears to eftablifh its Belief ; for
§ir John Froifjart, the only Writer of the Age that treats

I 4 of
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of this Inftitution , affigns no fuch Original , nor foraoo Years after is there any thing to the rurpofe in ourother Hiflorians , till Pclydore Virgil took occafion to faylomething of it ; but had it been Fa£l , fome FrenchHiftorian or other , would not have negledted to regiflerit at a convenient Time with a Scoff and Ridicule,lince that Nation was fo ready to deride King Henry V ’sDefign of invading them with a Return of Tennis

Balls.
In the Original Statutes of this Order , there is not

the leaft Conjecture to countenance the Conceit of fuch
a Feminine Inftitution , no not fo much as laying an
Obligation on the Knights - Companions to defend the
Quarrels of Ladies ( as fome Orders then in being en-
joyned 5) nor doth the Author of that Tract entitled In-
jlitutio clariffimi Ordims Militaris a puenobiliJubligaculo nun-
cufmti, prefaced to the Black Book of the Garter, let fall
the manifeft Paflage to ground it on.

As to what Polydore fays , he is not fo confident to
afeertain the Perfop whofe Garter it was 5 but cautioufly
declining that , fays, it was either the Queen ’s, or the
King’s Miftrefs’s ; and if it were the latter , yet doth he o-mit her Name and Title , both which (on whatAuthorjtyWe find not ) are fupplied by modern Hiflorians,who call
her jean Countefs of Salisbury, the lame elfewhere cele¬
brated by the Name of the Fair Maid of Kent, (whomEdward the Black Prince , afterward married ) whereasno Hiflorian ever gave the leaft Inuendo that KingEdward 111. ever courted her as a Miftrefs . Seld -n pointsat her when he calls the Lady , from whom the Garter
flipp ’d,Countefs of Kent and Salisbury: But about theTimewhen this Order was founded fhe in truth was dignifiedwith neither Honour 5 for altho ’ fhe was Daughter toTho.of Wlodftock, Earl of Kent, and had been fometime the re¬
puted WifeoffG/ &nwMountague, fecond Earl o£Salisbury,yet then fhe cou ’d not properly be accounted Countefsof Salisbury, She was actually \Vife to Sir Thomas Hol-
lanc, feme of the Firft Founders of the Order .) Norwas fhe yet ( tho ’ afterwards ) Countefs of Kent, becaufeher Brother ^ohn Earl of Kent, at the Inftitution ofthis Order , fufvived , and 4^ 4 not tiU z6 Edw, IIJ.
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That there was a Countefs of Salisburywith whom

King Edward III . became greatly enamour ’d, Iroiffart re¬
ports after this manner , That this King having relieveda
Qtjik of that Earl ’s in the North , wherein his Countefs had
been befeged by the Scots (the Earl himfelf being at that time

Prifoner in France 5) upon fight of her extraordinary Beauty
he fell in love with her  5 but fhe fo virtuoufy demeaned her
felf, during his Abodethere, that he declined further Solicita¬
tion. However , fome time after , the King out of De-
iire to fee her , proclaim ’d folemn Jufts in London , whi¬
ther this Countefs and other Ladies being invited , came
up. This CaAle it feems was lvark_ upon Tweed in Nor¬
thumberland, which King Edward had formerly bellowed
on her Husband , for his good Service pad , when he
firft efpoufed her , being then but a Knight.

Altho ’ it Ihould be admitted that this Countefs of
Salisbury was the King ’s Midrefs , yet mull it be re¬
mark ’d , That fhe was Wife to William Mountague, Kt.
created Earl of Salisbury, Anno 11 Edw. III . Mother to
William the before -mention ’d fecond Earl , that her
Chridian Name was Catherine, not Alice, as Froiffart, not
foan, as others call her , Daughter to William Lord
Granfion, and that fhe expired J.8 Edw. III . But that the
whole may appear , what indeed it is, a meer Fable , we
lhall inlert the Judgment of Dr . Heylin, who took great
Pains in this Particular . This, fays he , I take to be a vain
and idde Romance , derogatory both to the Founder and the
Order firfl publifhed by Pol . Virgil , a Stranger to the Affairs
of England , and by him taken upon no better ground than
Fama Vulgi , the Tradition of the common People, too tri¬
fling a Foundation to fo great a Building.

Of the fame Contexture with the former is another
Tradition in Andrew du Chefne, That the Queen departing
from the King to her own Apartments , and he following foon
after , chanced to efpy a Blue Garter lying on the Ground (fup-
fofed to have flipp 'd from her Leg

'
) whilfl fome of his Atten¬

dants carelefy paffed by it , as difdaining to floop at fuch a
Trifle ; but he knowing the Owner, commanded it to be gi¬
ven him ; at the Receipt of which he faid , You make but fmall
cu fount of this Garter 5 but within few Months, I 'll caiife the
ffi °f y m to reverence it alike. Some fuppofe that the
Motto was the Queen ’s Anfwer, when the King asked

her,pi



( 122 )
her, What Men would conjeHure of her, upon her lojlng her
Garter in fuch a manner  ?

Both Relations are far diftant from Fad $ never¬
theless it has thus far ’d with other Orders of Sove¬
reign Foundation , and an amorous , inftead of an ho¬
nourable Account , has been falfly render ’d of their
Inftitution 5 as for Ioftance , The Order of the Annun-
ciade , and that of The Golden Fleece.

There is a third Opinion grounded on a Relation
made of King Rich. I . who , whilft his Forces were
employ ’d againft Cyprus and Aeon, and extremely tir’d
and harrafs ’d with the Siege, he , by the AAlliance and
Mediation of St . George (as imagin ’d ) was infpir ’d with
frefh Courage , and bethought himfelf of a new Device,
which was to tie about the Legs of a Number of
Knights , a Leathern Thong Garter , for fuch had he
then at hand , whereby they being emulated to future
Glory , with Aflurance of Reward if they prov ’d victo¬
rious , they might be excited to behave themfelves in¬
trepidly and well , much after the Examples of the old
Romans, among whom were diftributed various Crowns
for feveral Caufes, to adorn the Soldiers : But if King
Richard  I . did make ufe of this Device in the Holy Land,
as a Signal or Mark of DiHindi on of a Party , upon
feme warlike Exploit , yet that he took Occafion to
create a diftind Order of Knighthood thereupon , there
is not fufficient warrant to believe 3 ( for it is only
put down in the Preface of the Blacll Booh,  but not
in any Part of the Annals of the Order 5 nor can it
plead higher Antiquity than the Reign of King Hen.
VIII . when written . ) All the Advantage that can be
made of it , is , to heighten the Reputation of that Saint
among the Englifh, by which Means the Garter came
to be dedicated to him , and not that it contributed to,
its Inftitution.

§2 . The true Motive was therefore , neither the
Ladies Garter , or King Richard’s Leathern Thong,
that it owes it Original to : But King Edward, being
a Perfon of confummate Vertue , gave himfelf up to
military Affairs ; and being engag’d in War for reco¬
vering his Right to France, made ufe of the beft Mar'

tialifts
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tialifts of the Age, did thereupon firft defign ( in-
duc ’d by its ancient Fame ) the Reftoration of King
Arthur 's Round Table, to invite hither the Gallant Spi¬
rits ftom abroad , and endear them to himfelfj and ad¬
judging no Place more requifite than Windfor, upon
New-Year's-Day, A . D. 1544 . he iffu ’d out Letters of
Protection for the fafe going and return of Foreign
Knights , to try their Valour at the Solemn Jufts to be
held there on Monday after the Feaft of St . Hilary fol¬
lowing (which happen ’d Jan, 19 .) And thefe Letters
of Safe - Condufl: continu’d in force until the OHaves of
the Purification of our blefled Virgin enfuing, being
the 18th Year of his Reign . At the -Time appointed,
he provided a great Supper to begin the Solemnity,
and then ordain’d this Feftival to be annually at Whit-
Jontide 5 and immediately after thefe firft Exercifes were
over, for a future and better Accommodation, he im-
prefs’d Workmen and Carriages for erefting a particu¬
lar Building in the Caftle , and therein plac ’d a Table
of Two Hundred Foot Diameter, where the Knights
Ihould have their Entertainment of Diet, at his Ex¬
pence of 100 /. fer Week ; to which Building he gave
the Name of The Round Table. And as at thefe great
Conventions the Days were fpent in all Kinds ot no¬
ble Feats of Arms , Jufts and Turnaments, fo were a
great Part of the Nights confum’d in publick Balls
and dancing with the Ladies that attended the Queen
thither 5 and perhaps it was hence conjedlur ’d, that at
feme of thefe Balls the Queen’s Garter , or the Garter
pf Catherine, Countefs of Salisbury, might flip off, and
the King ’s taking it up occafion Smiles in the By-
ftanders j and afterwards , when the King had modelled
his intended Order , a Garter offering it felf for its
chief Enfign , might add to the ConjeClure ; but that
ft was the principalCaufe , is a groundlefs Imagination,
And tho’ King Edward advanc’d the Honour of the
Garter, as to denominatethe Order, yet was it not to
enhance Reputation to, or perpetuate an effeminate
Occafion, but to adorn Martial Prowefs, with Ho¬
nours , Rewards and Splendor , to increafe Vertue and
Valour in the Hearts of his Nobility , that fo true
Worth , after long and hazardousExploits , fhouldnot

envioufly



( 124 )
envioufly be depriv ’d of that Glory which it hath in-
trinfically deferv ’d, and that aClive and hardy Youths
might not want a Spur in their Progreffion in the
Paths of Vertue , which is to be efteem’d glorious and
eternal.

It is further obfervable, that the French King , Phi¬
lip de Valoys , in Emulation of this Seminary at Windfor,
fet up a Round Table at his Court , and invited Knights
and valiant Men of Arms out of Italy and dlmaine thi¬
ther , left they fhould repair to our King Edward III.
which meeting with Succels, prov ’d a Countermine to
his main Defign $ who perceiving that his Hofpitality
towards ftrange Knights , upon Account of reviving
King -Arthur's Round Table was too general , nor did fuf-
ficiently ingratiate them to his Perfon , but being un-
conftrain ’d and at Liberty , did after their Departure
take what Side they pleas’d in the enfuing Wars, he at
length refolv’d upon a Projection more particular and
felefl , and fiich as might oblige thofe whom he
thought fit to make his Aflociates, in a lafting Bond of
Friendfhip and Honour : And having iffii ’d forth his
own Garter for the Signal of a Battle , that was crown’d
with Succefs , (which is conceiv’d to be the Battle of
Crejfy, fought about Three Years after his erecting the
Found Table $ ) upon fo remarkable a ViClory , he thence
took Occafion to inftitute this Order , and gave the
Garter Preheminence among the Enfigns of it , whence
that feleft Number , whom he incorporated into a Fra¬
ternity , _are ftyl ’d Eqtdtes dure# Perifcelidis, and vulgarly
Knights of the Garter. By this Symbol he defign

’d to
bind the Knights and Fellows of it mutually unto one
another , and all of them joyntly to himfelf , as Sove¬
reign of the Order ; nor was his Expectation fruftra-
ted , for it did not ferve only as a vehement Spur and
Incentive to Honour and martial Vertue , but alfo as a
golden Bond of Unity and internal Society ; and for
this Confideration Cambden aptly calls it a Badge of
Unity and Concord.

By the Symbolsof this Garter the Knights are re¬
minded , with all Religioufnefs , Sincerity , Friendlinefs,
Faithfulnefs and Dexterity , not to leave the Piirluit of
whatfoever they take in hand , nor to enterprize any

Thing
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Thing contrary to the Statutes of the Order ; neither
to fruflrate the Rights of Peace and Friendfhip, nor
vilify the Law of Arms, or proceed in any Thing far¬
ther than Faith and Compaa:, or the Bond of Friend¬
ship will a’dmit. Moreover, in the binding of the Leg
with this enobied Enfign , there was given this Caveat
and Exhortation, that the Knights Should not pufilla-
nimpufly ( by running away from Battle) betray the
Valour and Renown which is ingrafted in Conilancy
and Magnanimity. Nay, fo exactly did the Founder
contrive the whole Habit into the Signification of the
Garter, that he ordain ’d his and the Knights-Compa¬
nions Robes and Ornaments to be all alike, both for
Materials and Fafhion, intimating thereby, That they
ought to conferve brotherly Affection among them-
felves . The great Collar of the Order was made of
equal Weight, and like Number of Knots and Links,
in Token of the like Bond of Faith, Peace and Amity
inviolably to be obferv’d and retain ’d amongft them :
In fine, all Things were fo defign ’d , that every one
might plainly perceive how much thefe Things tended
to the Maintenance of Amity and Concord.

In further reference to the eftablifhing this Order,
the aforefaid King calling together the Earls , Barons,
and principal Knights of his Kingdom, Freely, fays
Froiffart , and obligingly declar ’d his Mind to them concerning
this Affair : To which all of them being well inclin ’d, en->
tertain ’d the Motion with equal Joy and Applaufe , deemingit would prove a very great Advancement to Piety , Nobilityand Vertue , and likewife an excellent Expedient for the uni¬
ting not only his Subjects one -with another , but all Foreigners
conjunEively -/with them , in the Bonds of Amity and Peace.
And ’tis very improbable the prudent Founder Ihould
fummon his Nobles to confult about the Grandeur of
an Order, that had taken its Rife from fo flight an
Occafion as the dropping of a Garter from a Lady ’s Leg.Now, to draw the Tye of Friendfhip more clofe, the
King caufed thofe who were ( or fhould be ) of the
Order , to be call ’d Fellows, AJfoctates , Colleagues, Brethren,and Knights-Companions, and the Order i f felf a Society,Fellowfb ’p, College of Knights, and Knight -Companionfhip  jand their Habits to be all alike, to reprefent how they

ought
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dught to be united in all Chances and Various Tunis
of Fortune 5 Co-partners both in Peace and War, afft-
ftant to one another in all ferious and dangerous Ex¬
ploits $ and thro ’ the whole Gourfe of their Lives to
fhew Fidelity and Friendlinefs one towards another.
There are other Reafons affign’d , much to the fame
Effect, That the Order was inftituted to fortife the Com
fdence of the King, the Kingdom and Martial Vert tie j .that
is to lay, to strengthen the Faith of the SubjeBs towards
them, and for their greater Security, and becaufe the Garter
carries -with it a Bond or Tye of Fellowjhip , and is a Symbol
of Amity between Princes, being Companions of the Jam
Order.

In the laft Place , if we look upon the Statutes of its
Inftitution , we fhall find the Injunctions wholly Mili¬
tary, and fo are the Words of Admonition pronounc ’d
at the putting on the Enfigns of the Order : And the
Ground of the Inftitution ( in the Preamble to King
Henry VIII ’s Exemplar)  is faid to be for the Honour of God
and Exaltat ion of the Catholicity Faith , joyn'd both with Piety
and Charity, in ejlablijhmg a College of religious Men to pray
for the Profperity of the Sovereign of the Order and the Knights-
Companions , and to perform other holy Duties 5 as alfo or¬
daining a Maintenance for a Company of Alms-Knights, who
have not otherwife wherewith to fupport themfelves ; but not
one Word relating to the Engagement on behalf of the
feminine Sex.

And whereas King Edw. III . had laid Claim by his
Title to the Kingdom of France, and in Right thereof
allum ’d its Arms, he from the Colour of them , ’tisfaid,
caus’d the Garter to be made Blue, and the Circum-
Icription Gold : And it may, without draining , be in*
ferr ’d from the Motto , Horn foit qui mal y penfe, that
he retorted Shame and Defiance upon him that Ihould
dare to think amifs of fo juft an Enterprize , as he
had undertaken for recovering of his lawful Right to
that Crown ; and that the Magnanimity and Bravery
of thole Knights , whom he had eleCIed into this Or¬
der , was fuch as would impower and enable them to
maintain the Quarrel againft all who thought ill of it.
Confonant to this is the Conjecture of Harpsfeld, that
this Apophthegm was defign ’d to put the Knights -Com-

panions
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pan ions in mind , Not to admit any Thing in their dBions,

"'if, ( or among their Thoughts, derogatory to themfelves and their
Honour.

«?« ■ That Age did exceedingly abound with Imprefles,
jvlotto ’s ana Devices, and particularly King Edit.  III.

fV 1( was  fo exceflively given up to them, that his Apparel,
^ti Plate , Bed, Houfhold -Furniture , Shields , and even th#-

Harnefs of his Horfes, and the like, were not without
jbtits them , many of which now to defiant upon would be

3 fruitlefs Attempt, feeing the Occafion of the Inven¬
ting tion, and the Circumftances are loft , that Ihould illu-
r t!tj; ftrate them ; and others, by reafon of their Brevity,

feem ’d infignificant, in regard fomething was defign-
teoft edly omitted, and left to be underftood, . which cannot
lyHii now be rightly fupply’d , fo as to arrive at the Mind of
mud the Inventor. Of this Number may be this Motto , It
adthe is as it is, which was embroider’d upon a Doublet of
taftij that King ; tho’ there are others which feem more eafy
injG* to be decypher ’d ; as that daring Motto wrought upon
litl, pa his Surcoat and Shield provided to be ufed at a Tur-
tttfi nament,
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§ 5 . The Time when the Order was inftituted , Hi-

ftorians differ widely about ; Selden , Conifer, and
others , from FroiJJart (who wrote temf . Rich . il .

') would
have it in the 18th of King Edit. III . But fince Froif-
fart errs , in making the Number of Knights -Compa-
nions no fewer than Forty, which is a grand Miftake,
Why might not he trip in Point of Time , and con¬
found the Year of its Ereflion , with that wherein the
Founder renew ’d the Order of The Round Table, Wind¬
er being the Place for both . For fhould we admit,
that during fome Part of the Solemnity held in this
King’s 18th Year, when the Accident of the Lady’s
Garter flipping off happen’d, what other Inferencecan
be made, but that he had only an Intention to put in
Execution fomewhat afterwards ? Not that an Order
was a£lually erefled at that Time : Befides, the Jollityof the Seafon , the Greatnefs of the Goncourle, and

the
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the Splendidnefs of the Feftivity, it was too bufy j
Time to fufter much Confultation tending thereunto •
or at lead to mould and model a Delign fo compleat
and fubftantial , as it appears to have been even at firft.
If we joyn Fabian, he is plain , that tho ’ the King de-
fign ’d the Inftitution at the End of the Feftival,
(% hich he places between Candlemas and Lent , in the
19th , and not 18th Year of that King ) Yet -was it not
then, faith he , but afterwards ejlablijh

'd by him. Never-

thelefs , Mr . Seiden elfewhere obferves, it had its Ori¬
ginal in the 14th Year of the faid King . And our in-
duftrious Stow (with whom Lily , Speed, and Yegro - agree)
tells us , That the firjl Feajl of the Order was celebrated
A. D. 1350 . which exactly agrees to the 24th of Ed.
ward III . But Polydore Virgil places it after the 25 th of

Edward III . We muft therefore have recourfe to form

other Proofs for elucidating this Point , fince this Chro¬
nological JEra of the true Time of its Inftitution hath
wonderfully flipp ’d the Pens of all Writers.

Admitting then that the eredling this Order was
firft thought of by King Edward, at forae of thole

grand Aflembties of The Round Table, held after the
French King had fet up the like ; yet was it not ma¬

ture , or brought to any Perfeflion , till after his glorious
Victories and Triumphs over the French and Scots in
the Battles of Creffy and Nevil’s Crofs , ( in the laft of
which the Scotch King, David, was taken Prifoner ) and
until King Edward had Calais furrendred to him , as will

appear very confpicuous.
Among the Rolls of the Great Wardrobe , is one

containing the Account of all the King ’s Liveries , from
Michaelmas Anno 21 , to the 31 ft of Jan. 2 3 Edw. III.

In the fame are divers Things mention ’d to be adorn’d
With Garters , which were provided againft the firft
grand Fcaft of St . G orge : and among the reft, the
Royal Robes , viz. his Mantle , Surcoat and Hood 5
lik'ewife a B^d of BlueTtffity was b -deck’d with Gar¬
ters , Containing the Motto , Honi fait out mat y penft.
There were made for the Sovereign Three Harnefles,
whereof Two were of White Velvet , wrought over
with Garters Ye blu ev Aiafp -i per totum combedme 'm cum
ll r

oodloufes 3 and the Third de Velvttto Ynde cant. Lap-
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pcfyn quijpttx tr caligas, wrought over likewife with
Garters . Had the Roll been divided into Years , or
had diftinguilhing Marks of Time upon it , we might
have been guided with more Certainty as to the true
Year of the Inftitution . However , we may thence
conclude it was not founded in the 18th of Edw. III.
becaufe that the Sovereign ’s Robes were not made
until the 22.d Year of his Reign at fooneft ; perhaps
not till the Beginning of the a 3d . But to put the
Matter beyond difpute , the Founder ’s Statutes fix the
Time of Inftitution to his a 3d Year 3 fo do the Sta¬
tutes of King Henry V. and the Preface to the Blue)\ Rook.,
Leland , Mills and Dr . Heylin. To conclude , when he
had fix’d upon the Day and Place for celebrating the
firft grand Feaft of this Order , he fent his Heralds into
Germany , France , Scotland , Burgundy , Hainault , Flanders
and Brabant, to invite all Knights and Efquires , ( with
Aflurance of Safe-ConduCl and Liberty for Fifteen
Days , both before and after the grand Solemnity ) to
Ihew their military Prowefs and other publick Exer-
cifes there to be perform ’d, proper to the Place and
Occafion ; agreeable to which Invitation , fundry
Knights and Gallant Men came over to fignalize their
Valour ; and what made the Solemnity more glorious,
King Edward's Queen was there prefent , attended with
Three Hundred of the faireft Ladies , in all imaginable
Splendor and Gaity.

54 . The Patrons of the Order were feveral , under
whofe Protection (according to the Cuftom of the Age)
KingEdw. III . put himfelf and all the Knights -Compa -
nions , that the Affairs of the Order might be defended,
preferved and govern ’d.

The firjl and chiefeft which he elefled , was the
Holy Trinity, which in a more efpecial Manner was in-
vocated to the Aid and Affiftance of this Order.

Secondly, King Edward III . intitled peculiarly the
bhjjed Virgin Mary , accounted then the general Media¬
trix and ProteCtrefs of all Men ; unto whom King Ed¬
ward IV . was fo ftriClly devoted , that he thought iome
additional Ceremonies requifite to her farther Honour,
and thereupon ordain ’d, that on her Five Solemnities

K the
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the Knights Companions fhould annually ( as accii-
ftom ’d on the Feaft of St . George) wear the Habit of
the Order as long as Divine Service was celebrating,
(unlefs they had fufficient Caufe of excufe) bearing on
the right Shoulders of their Robes a golden Figure of
the Virgin Mary 5 and that they Ihould go in the fame
Manner and Habit upon all Sundays throughout the
Year ; and laftly , that on the fame Days for ever they
fliould fay Five Pater Nojiers, with as many AueMaria ’s.

Thirdly , St . George of Cappadocia, a moft choice Cham¬

pion of Chrift and famous Martyr , was alfo elected
one of the Patrons to this Order by King Edward III,
not fo much as he was aProfeffor of the Chriftian 'Faith,
or for that he was an armed Soldier or Knight of
Chrift , but fo much the more becaufe in thofe Wars,
which were waged by the Chriftians againft the Infi¬
dels , he by feveral Appearances manifefted his Pre¬
fence as a moft certain Encourager and Aftiftant to the
Chriftians 5 the Relations whereof may be feen in Dr.
Heylin

’s Hiftory , who hath laborioufly and judicioufly
maintain ’d the Hiftory of this Saint , againft thofe that
will not allow him a Place in Heaven , or a Being in
the Church . In like manner the learned Selden hath
avouch ’d him to be the fpecial Patron , Protector , De¬
fender , and Advocate of this Realm of Englandj and
has made it plainly appear in what Veneration he hath
been honour ’d abroad , efpecially among the Eaftern
Nations . To whofe corroborating Teftimonies we
fhall add , That thisTitle of Patron to our Nation , as
given to St . George by the Founder of this Order , in a
Patent granted to the Dean and Canons of the Chapel
of St . Stephen at Wejiminjier, and St . George at Wi>tdfvrx
which difchargeth them from Payment of Tythes 5 as
alfo by King Henry VIII . in the Preamble of his Sta¬
tutes . And tho ’ in general he is ftyi ’d the Principal
Patron of the Affairs of Chrijhndom, and z tutelar Guar¬
dian of military Men , yet among all Chriftians the
Englifi did excel ; and in this Nation the Founder of
this Order , in making choice of fuch an approv

’d ex¬
pert Captain and Patron , in particular Refpcft of
whom the Knights had the Title of Equity Georgian!*
St . Georze's Knights , and the Order it felf came to be
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call’d the Ordo Divi SanU 't Georgii , The Order of St.
George.

It  is remarkable , that Du Chefnr, a noted French Hi-

ftorian, acknowledges it was by the fpecial Invocation
of St . George that King Edward III . gain ’d the Battle of
Creffy, which afterwards bringing to his Remembrance,
He founded, fays he , a Chapel -within the Caftle of Wind-
for. But if we may afcend a ftep higher , and give
credit to Harding, it ’s recorded King Arthur paid St.
George particular Honours , for he advanc ’d his Picture
in one of his Banners, which was about Two Hundred
Years after his Martyrdom , and very early for a Coun¬
try fo remote from Cappadocia to have him in Reverence
and Efteem.

Lafily, The Founder added a fourth Patron , whole
Name himfelf bore , viz. St . Edward the Confeffor, his
Predecellbr, King of England; and we find he was
wont to be invocated by this Founder , as well as St.
George, in any great Difficulties and Streights . Wal-

fingham gives an Inftance at the Skirmifh of Calais , A . D.

1349 . when King Edward, in great Anger and Grief,
drew out his Sword , and moft paffionately cry’d out,
Ha St. Edward , Ha St. George 3 which his Soldiers

hearing, ran prefently to him , and rufhing violently
upon the Enemy, put many of them to the Sword.
Thefe Four Patrons we find recorded together in the
Preamble of the Foundation of Windfor College by
King Edward III . tho ’ in the Preamble to his Statutes
of the Order , and to King Henry V ’s Statutes , St . Edward
the Confeffor is omitted 5 neverthelefs he is enumerated
with the reft in the Preamble to King Henry VUI ’s.

§ 5 . As to the Honour and Reputation of this Noble
Order, either in Comparifon with others , or in Refe¬
rence to it felfj it challenges the Precedency of Anti¬
quity, before the eldeft Rank of Honour of that Kind
any where eftablilh ’d.

Secondly, The Statutes of the Foundation were fo ex-
quifitely and judicioufly devifed and compared , upon
fuch folid Foundations of Honour and Noblenefs , that
they afterwards became a Precedent to other Orders j
and gave the Plan to thofeTwo of The Golden Fleece and

K 2 of
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of Monfieur St . M chael, as is manifeft by comparing tbeir
Statutes.

'thirdly, It is no fmall Honour that accrues to this
Order , that the Number of thefe Knights -Companions
were never encreas’d , but as they were Twenty Six
with the Sovereign , fo they now thus continue , ut
Pretium facial rant as ; for the infringing this Article
hath fplit feveral other military Orders into Contempt
and Ruin , as nothing more tarnifhing , or throwing a
fully on the Worth of Glory and Honour , than when
render ’d fo vulgar , and indifferently difpofed without
Diftinflion and Merit , as is exemplify ’d in ' the Order
of the Star , and the now declining Order of St. Mi¬
chael.

fourthly, It has receiv ’d ipore additional Luftre by
being honour ’d with the Companionfhip of divers Em¬
perors , Kings and Sovereign rrinces , who efteem’d it
the Summit of their Glory , and the higheft Trophy of
additional Honour , to be enroll ’d in the Number . In-
fomuch that fome of them with Impatience courted tljp
Election . For we find recorded in the Regifter , A. D.
1672 . Eight Emperors of '

Germany, Three Kings of
Strain , FheFrench Kings , Two Kings of Scotland, Five
Kings of Denmark, Five Kings of Portugal, Two Kings
of Sweden, One King of Poland, One King of Arragon,
Two Kings of Naples, befides divers Dukes and other
free Princes 5 as One Duke of Guelderland, One Duke of
Holland, Two Dukes of Burgundy, Two Dukes of Brunf-
■wickj One Duke of Milan, Two Dukes of Urbin, One
Duke of Ferrara, One Duke of .fotoy, Two Dukes of
Holft'ein, One Duke of Saxony, and One Duke of Wertem-
berg, Seyen Count Palatines of the Rhine, Four Princes
of Orange, and One Marquis of Brandenburg.

Fifthly, It entitles thofe Knights and Noblemen,whofe
yertue hath rais’d them to this Pitch of Greatnefs , to
be Companions and Aflbciates with Emperors and
Kings , a Prerogative of an high Nature , and a futfici-
eirit Recpnjpe

'nce for the greateft ' Merit . We fhall clofe
up all with the high Elogy bellow ’d on it by the learned
'Setden , that it exceeds in Majejly , Honour and Fame, all
Chivatrom Orders of the World.

CAR
t •

’i


	Seite 119
	Seite 120
	Seite 121
	Seite 122
	Seite 123
	Seite 124
	Seite 125
	Seite 126
	Seite 127
	Seite 128
	Seite 129
	Seite 130
	Seite 131
	Seite 132

