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CAP . II.

Of the Religious Orders of Knight -
hood in Chrifendom.

g i . rnpHE Grounds and Caufes of founding Socie-
I ties or Knightly Orders, were feveral and

different , tho ’ all terminated in one End.
Among which , principally were thefe , Firjl, A fincere
Love to Honour, and therein chiefly to excite and pro¬
mote Vertue by fuitable Rewards ; fuch was the Deiign
of King Arthur, when he formed himfelf and other
Martial Men into a Fellowfhip , which he Ailed Knights
of the Round Table . Secondly, To reprefs the Incurfions and
Robberies of the Saracens and Barbarians, to vindicate
the Opprefled , redeem the Enflaved , and to entertain
and relieve Pilgrims and Strangers , which were Part of
the Duties the Knights Hofpitallers and Templars, &c.
flood engag ’d in . A third Reafon was, To Fight in
Defence of the Chriftian Faith , againft Pagans and
Infidels 5 to enlarge the Chriftian Territories , and
promote the Service of the Catholick Church : And
indeed their Zeal very much advanced Chriftianity.
LaJlly, When Sovereign Princes perceived themfelves
embroiled in Wars or dangerous Factions , the erecting
fuch an Order or Society was, that they might by fuch
a Tye reftore Peace , quiet all Jealoufies , unite Affecti¬
ons, and fecure a lafting Friendfhip and powerful Afli-
ftance , both for their own and their Country ’s Safety.
And to this End were Badges of feveral Orders deviled,
as Pledges of Remembrance to quicken and eftablilh,
their Friend/hip.

§ a . These Orders are of Two Kinds , x . Religious,  or
EccleJiaJUca! j and , a . Military, or Secular.

$ 3 - The Inftitutions of the lattef Sort were after a
while thought too weak to continue , if not fuftaiued
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by Religion and Piety ; and too defeHive without ad-
joyning Ecclcfiaftical Perfons thereunto. Therefore
the Founders , considering Divine AffiftanceIhould con¬
cur with Military Induftry, began to dedicate thefe Or¬
ders to the Honour and Worfhip of God, or to our
Saviour, or to the blefled Virgin , or fome other of the
Saints, to gain the Protection and Favour of Heaven,
more eafily, as they thought , obtainable by the Prayers
and Offices of the Clergy . Whereupon fome in their
Inftitution joyned Sacred Orders to their Military, and
made Provifion for Sacred Perfons to pray for their Pro-
fperity at home, while they were engaged abroad.
Hence KingEdw. III . at the firft Inftitution of the Gar¬
ter, appointed Thirteen Secular Canons , and Thirteen
Vicars to attend the Celebration of Divine Offices. Up¬
on the lame Account certain Foundations of Divine
Service were ereCled at Bugey, for the Order of the An-
nunciads 5 at Dijon, for the Order of the Golden Fleece ;
and at Mont St, Michael in Normandy , for the Order of
St . Michael.

§ 4 . I Khali now deliver a brief Account of the Reli¬
gious Orders of Knighthood , proceeding according to
their Antiquity.

i . The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerufalem.,
are accounted the mofi Ancient.

Dr . Heylin reports this Order to be inftituted A . D.
1099 . at luch Time as the Temple of Jerufalem was re¬
gain ’d from the Saracens by Philip King of France. Yet
Favin will have it to be by Bald-coin the Firft , King of Je¬
rufalem 5 for while the Saracens poftefs ’d the City , there
were certain Canons Regular of St . Augufiin, to whom
they permitted the Cuftody of the Holy Sepulchre.Thefe Canons Bald-win made Men of Arms, and Knights
of the Holy Sepulchre, and ordained that they fhould ne-
verthelefs retain their white Habits, and on the Breaft
bear his own Arms, which were Argent a Crofs potent:Or, between four Crojfes of the fame, commonly call ’d
The Jerufalem Crofs. Their Great Matter was the Pa¬
triarch of Jerufalem. They were to guard the Sepul¬chre, fight againft the Saracens and Infidels , protect Pil¬
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grims, redeem Chriltian Captives , hear Mafs every
Day , recite the Hours of the Crols, and to bear the
five red Croffes in memory of our Saviour ’s Wounds.
Their Rule was confirm’d by PopeInnocent III . Upon
the loft of the Holy Land , theie Knights retired 'to
Perugia in Italy 5 but retaining their white Habit , chang

’d

their Arms to a double red Crofs. si, D. 1484. they
Were incorporated to the Knights Hofpitalkrs of Jeruia-
lem then in Rhodes. But A. D. 14 <) 6 . Alexander VI.
made himfelf, and the Popes his Succefiors, Great Ma¬
ilers thereof and empower ’d the Guardianof the Holy
Sepulchre ( his Vicar General ) to bellow the fame
upon Pilgrims to the Holy Land . Philip 0 . King
of Spain, endeavour ’d to reltore this Ordei* in fome of
his Dominions , about the Tear 1558 . himfelf being
elected Great Mailer : And another Attempt was made
by the Duke of Nevers, 1615 . hut thefe Defigns took
no E£fe£l.

2 , Knights Hofpitallers of St. John Baptift in Je-
rufalem.

Before the taking of Jerufalem from the Saracens,
certain Chriftian Merchants of Naples obtain’d leave
from the Caliph of Egypt  to ere£l a fmall and conve¬
nient Houfe , for the Entertainment of themfelres and
Countrymen , which they built before the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, together with a fmall Oratory . To
them repair ’d certain Canons of the Order of St . Augu-
fiin, who built another Oratory 5 but the Confluence
of Pilgrims growing great, they erefted a large Ho-
fpital, in the Place where our Saviour celebrated his
laft Supper , for the better accommodating devout
Travellers , who for want of a Place to lodge in were
often robb ’d and murder’d : So that at length from
their Charity and Hofpitality , as alfo for that they
took St . John Baptift for their Patron, they obtain ’d
thatTitle . It was inllituted A . D. 1091 . or according
to others 1099 . by Gerard, a Native of Thouloufe, who
came to Jerufalem in the Time of Godfry of Bouillon, and
built this Hofpital (which became the firll Seat of this
Order) dedicated to St * John of Cyprus, Bp. ofAlexandria,
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commonly call ’d Johannes Eleemofynarim ; and King Rald-
« » I . conferred on them large Privileges , permitting
them Arms, and inftituted them to be Knights , A. D.
1104 . Their Duty was to fight againft the Infidels,
and they acknowledged Obedience to the Patriarch of
Jemfalem ; but growing rich , they obtained from Rome
to be abiolved from that Obedience . Pope Gelaf.us II.
or Ca 'ixtm II . A. D. 1120. confirmed their Rule of li¬
ving ; and Adrian IV. receiv ’d them under the Protection
of the Papal See , being likewife endowed with ample
Privileges , and exempted from Payment of Tithes , by
fucceeding Popes , chiefly by Pius IV.

They  took the black Habit of Hermits of St .Auguftin,
and lived under his Rule by Grant of Honorius II . Anno
1x25 . vowing Obedience , Poverty , and Chaftity ; and
on the Bread of their Habit wore at firft a plain Crofs
of White Cloth , which was after changed to one with
Eight Points ; but in time of War they ufed a Red
Caffock , bearing the White Crofs upon it . Unto
Gerard iucceeded Ramir.nd, who digefted and enlarged
their Laws and Inflitutions in the Compofition where¬
of his Stile was Raimundus Dei gratia fervus pauperum Jefti
Chrijii & Cufios Hofpitalis Jerujolymitani ; but afterwards
he and his Succeflorshad the Title of Great Mailer of
the Order given him,to denote his Power and Authority.
At this Day he has the Title of Prince of Malta and
Cota ; among his Privileges he feals in Lead , as doth the
Pope and Doge of Venice ; he acknowledges the Popefor his Head , and the 'King of Spain for his Patron ; he
had under him in feveral Kingdoms Priors ; fome of
whom had alfo the Addition of Great with us in Eng¬land he was ftiled Prior Plofpitalis ; St . Johannis Jcrufalemin Anglia, and by that Title was he fummoned to the
Pari lament as a Baron of this Kingdom , and at lengthfor place and Precedency was ranked the firft Baron ;and the greatnefs of thefe Knights 'grew to fuch heightthat temp. H. 3 . they had in Chriftendom 19000 Mannors,
’ Wh 'e.u  Sahtdine took Jerufaletn, thefe Knights retreated
to Acres or Ptpkmais, • and that being taken they feized
upon the Ifland of Rhodes , A.D. 1908. whence they began
to’ be call ’d Knights of Rhodes ; but A. IX 1522 . being dri-
xcn thence by§o!yman,tncy betook tfiemfelves to the Ifland
•

. •
'
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of Malta, which with Tripoli and Gota were granted to
them in Fee by the Emperor Charles V. A. D. 1530 . un¬
der the Tender of one Falcon yearly to the Viceroy of
Sicily, and to acknowledge the King of Spain and Sicily
for their Protectors . In this Me they continue a Bul¬
wark to thofe Parts , and from this their Settlement are
called Knights of Malta.

3 . Knights  Templars.

About the Year 1117 , 1x18 , 1119 , or 1120 , this
Order took Beginning, Baldwin II . then reigning in Jcru-
falem 5 when Nine Gentlemen , (if whom Two of noble
Extraction , Hugh de Paganes a.n<$. Godfreyde St . Omer , came
in Devotion to the Holy Land 5 they were called Bro¬
thers of the Militia of the Temple , ordinarily Knights
Templars , irom the Habitation afltgn xl them out of a
part of the King’s own Palace, adjoyning to the Temple
of Solomon ; 1 'Jerufalem. Their firftUndertaking was to
guard the moft dangerous Ways about that City , againft
the Vio ence and Robberies of the Saracens, which
made to m acceptable to all , and for which they had
Remiifton of their Sins 5 but for the firft Nine Years
they were yet fo poor that they lived upon the Alms of
others , wore Clothes bellowed in Charity upon them,
and rode two on one Horfe 3 in memory of which pri¬
mitive Poverty their Seal had the Imprefs, which is re-
prefented in Math . Paris , A. D. 1127. They had
Rules affigned them , drawn up by St . Bernard Abbot of
Clairvaux, by the Appointment of Pope Honorius II . and
Stephen Patriarch of Jerufalem. They made their Vows
ofObedience , Poverty and Chaftity , and to live under
the Rules of Canons regular of St . Auguflin. Their
Habit was White , to which , in the Time of Eugemm III.
they added the Red Crofs, and of the fame Form that
the Hofpitallers wore {Tuvin fays a patriarchal Cro/s) and
lowed it on the left Shoulder of the Maulles. Thefe
with the Holy Sepulchre Hofpitallers and Teutonicks,
principallyfupported a long time the Kingdom of Jerit-
falem 3 hut when Riches encreas ’d , and their Revenues
augmented , they grew proud , fell from the Obedience
of the Patriarch to joyn with the Pope 3 and at lafl,
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1307 . all the Knightsof this Order in France  were, in
one and the fame Hour, feized and imprifon’d by Philip
Is Be !, King of France, with Confent or Pope Clement v.
being chargedwith moft infamous and damnableCrimes.
And in England, Anno x . Ed. : 2 . they were alfo appre¬hended afterwards, rendred Convi&s, and all their
Poffeiftons feized into the King ’s Hands. Howbeit the
Bifhop of York, commiferating their deplorable Condi¬
tion within his Dioce/s, charitably difpofed of them in
Monaileries under his Jurifdiction . Two Years after
many of thefe Knights were burn’d in France, and
$aques de la Maule, the laft great Mafter , differed the
fame Fate , having feen , A. D. 1312 . his Order by Pa¬
pal Authority, condemned and perpetually diflblved3after which their Lands were annexed to the Hofpital-lers , for their Service againft the Turks.

Thus they fell , no lefs famous for Martial Atchiev-
ments in the Eaft, than their Wealth in the Weft ; for
they enjoyed 16000 Lordfhips in Europe, and a SpanifhAuthor tells us, their Revenue was Two Millions year¬
ly, and had in pofleflion40000 Commanderies , which
occaiion’d divers to think they were falfly accufed , and
by fuborned Witnefles, merely upon the Ambition and
covetous Defign of Philip King of France.

4 . Knights of the Order of St. Lazarus.
These were at the firft a Fraternity of ReligiousMonks, after which they became Ecclefiaftick Knights,in Imitation of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.Pope Pius V. 1572 . ftiles it Ant '.cjuijfmum Charitatis ev

Militia Chrifti Ordinem 3 yet it muft be underrtood as 'anOrder of Monks , founded by St . Bafl, about the timeok Julian the Apoftatc , A . D. 366 . upon a CharitableAccount , viz . to take Care of Leprous Perfons (a Ma¬
lady frequent in the Eaft ) by which they became fe-
parated, even from the Converfation of Men . At
length, through the Incurfion of the Barbarians, and
Injury of Time, it lay extinguifh’d , but was revivedwhen the Latin Princes joyned in a Holy League to re-cover the Holy Land. And a famous Hofpital wascteaed at Jerufalem, under the Title of St . Lazarus,
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for the Reception of*

Lepers : For in that Time the
Monksof this Order added Martial Difcipline to their
Skill in Phyfick ; and for their Services againft the Infi¬
dels , begat a great Elteem from Baldwin II . King of

Jemfalem, andfome of his Succeflors . In procels of
Time this Order decayed , being fupprefled by Inno¬
cent VIII . who united it to the HofpitaUers at Rhodes , A . D.

1490 . Neverthelefs Pitts IV. reftored it A. D'
. 1565.

confirming the old, and granting new Privileges , ma¬
king his Kinfman Don Janot de ChaJliUon great Matter.
PimV . A . D. *567 - enlarged their Privileges , permit¬
ting them to take one Wife only , to wit , a Virgin , not
a Widow . Laftly , Pope Gregory XIII . A . D. 1572.
bellowed the Great Mafterfhip of this Order upon
Emanuel Philibert Duke of Savoy, and his Succeflors , and

prefcribed them the Ci/lercian Rule j and accordingly he
had the Inveftiture and Collation of the Commandmes in
Spain and Italy.

5 . Knights of the Teutonick Order , or Pruffia.

In the Time of the Holy War , a wealthy Gentlemaa
of Germany, who dwelt at Jerusalem, commiferating
the Condition of his Country -men, coming thither in
Devotion , made his Houle their Receptacle5 afterwards
he erefted a Chapel to the Blefled Virgin , whence they
had allb the Title of Marian Knights . To him aflocia-
ted other Germans, and in fhort time encrealing , they
profefled the Military Employments of the Templars ,
and followed the A£ts of Piety and Charity of the
Hofpitallers . A . D. 1190 . or 1191 . they elected Henry
Walpott their firft Matter , and the following Year were
Confirmed by Celejline III . under the Title of Knights
Teutonic ' s, or Dutch Knights , of the Hofpitalof St . Mary
the Virgin, vowing Poverty , Obedience , and Charity,
and following the Rule of St. Augujlin. Their Statutes
■Werecompoied from thofe of the Hofpitallers and Tern-
plan, and One Article was , That none but Germans
fould be of this Order. Their Habit was a White
Mantle, on the Breaft a plain Blaclg Crofs, but fome
make it a Black, Crofs voided with a Crofs Potent.
At Aeon they erefted another Hofpital ; but after that
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City was taken by Saladine, they ' removed under Her-
tnannrn their Mafter into Germany, on whom the Empe¬
ror Frdencf II . A. D. 1229 . and Pope Honorius111. be-
ftowed Prujfa 5 where having conquer ’d that Nation,
and reduced it from Paganifm , they built the City of
Maryburgh, and there , A . D. 1340 . fixed the chief
Refidence of their great Mailer . This Country they
enjoyed

' till 152 5I that Aibertus Brandenburg!?, the
latt great Mafter , made folemn Renunciation of that
Order , and became feudatory to Sigifmor. d I . King of
Poland , who created this Albert firft Duke of Prujfa :
However , fome of the Knights difrelhlhing this Action
elected another great Mafter , viz . Albert pVofang, and
leaving Prufjia fetled in Germany, where they now refide.
The younger Sons of the German Princes being , for
the moll part received into this Order , giving it the
greateft Reputation.

6 . Knights of Mount - Joy.

These are fo called , from a Caftle where this Order
was inftituted , built upon the Point of a Mountain not
far from Jerufalem, whence the Pilgrims firft view ’d the
Holy City, and where thefe Knights lay in Garrifon.
Their Habit was White , and the Badge thereof an
OBogona ! Crofs Red 3 they vowed Poverty , Chaftity,

. and Obedience , and followed the Rule of St . Bafl$
which Pope Alexander III . A. D. 1180 . changed *othat
of Augujhne. Upon the Lofs of the Holy Land they
retired to Spain, and fought againfttbe Moors, and ac¬
cording to the Places they refided in , had other Names,
in Catalonia and Valentia , Equitts de Mongoia, i . e. Mount
'Joy 3 but in Ca/lite, Knights of Monfrac, a Caftle there.
When Alphonfo IX . King of Cajhle gave them Lands
they had won from the Moors, the Donation fays, Toyou
Don Rodrigo Gonfales , Majler of Monfrac , of the Order
of Mount Joy . Upon the Decay of this Order , A. D.
1221 . this Caftle was given to Don Gonfalionez, Mafter
of the Order of Calatrava, by Ferdinand the Saint 3 and
thefe  Knights were incorporated with them.

7 . Knights.



7- Knights of St. John of Aeon or Acres.

Under the Patronage of this Saint was this Order
erected 3 they exercifed all Duties of Charity towards
Pilgrim

's, and affumed Arms in imitation of the Hofpi-
tellers 5 they followed the Rule of St . AugujUne 3 and

according to Favina, had a Black Habit , upon which
they wore a White Crofs patee. After Aeon was taken
they removed into Spam, and flouri/hed in the Reign of
Alphonftts the Altrologer King of Cajtile, about which time

Pope Alexander IV. approved the Order under the con¬
joined Title of St. ThoniM and St . John of Aeon. This
King gave them by his Will all the Furniture of his
Houle , and much Money 5 but afterward they dwindled,
and at laft were united to the Hofpitallers. T he Enlign
was a Red Crofs, in the middle whereof flood the
Figures of St . John and St . Thomas.

8 . Knights of St. Thomas.

Distinct from the former , yet wearing the fame Ha¬
bit , as the Knights of St . John of Aeon, making the fame
Proceffions, and following the fame Rule 5 their Badge
was a Saltire Gules , (or as others are of Opinion ) the
fame with that of St - John of Aeon, wanting the Fi¬
gures in the middle : But Favin reports , this Order was
inftituted by King Riehard I . after the Surprizal of
Aeon 3 and that thefe Knights were of the Engfijh Na¬
tion , who wore a White Habit and a Red Crofs,
charged in the middle with an Efcallon, and that
St . Thomas Rechet was their Patron . Howbeit , after the
Chriflians were driven out of the Holy Land, the
Knights of this Order were joined to the Hofpi-
taRers,

'•

9 . Knights of St. Blaze .
’

These were alfo called Knights de Sta . Maria ; they
were Officers and Servants to the Kings of Armenia ;
their Habit was Sky colour with a Crofs Gold on their
Breafls 3 others fay a Red Crofs, and in the middle the
• ' ' Piflure



(28)
Picture of St . Blaze, their Patron.

^
This Order was at

the height, when the Armenian Kings of the Houfe of
Lnzignan kept their Court in Aeon.

io . Knights of the Martyrs in Paleftine.

These took their Denomination from an Hofpital in
Palefine, dedicated to St . Cofmus and St . Damianus,
Martyrs ; where Acts of Charity were exercifed towards
Sick Strangers. Their Profeffion obliged them to o-
ther Works of Mercy , viz. to redeem Captives , and
bury their Dead . They followed the Rule of St. Bafil,
which was confirmed to them by Pope John XXII.
There Badge was a Red Crofs, in the middle whereof,
within a Circle , was the aforefaid Two Saints. When
they retir’d into Europe they changed into a Red Crofs,
and St . Augnjlin 's Rule.

ii . Knights of St. Catherine at Mount Sinai.

This Order was inftituted , A. D . io <53 . under the
Patronage of St. Catherine, whofe Body was there de-
pofited in the Church of the Monaftery erected and de¬
dicated to her Name . Their firft Inftitution was to
guard the faid Sepulchre, to fecure Travellers, defend
the Grecian Pilgrims, and to relieve them with Hofpita-
lity. Their Habit was White, and they lived under the
Rule of St . Baft the Great, vowing conjugal Chaftity,
and Obedience to the Abbot of this Monaftery , who
was their Superior. But when the Turly obtained thefe
Countries , thefe Knights were ill treated and driven a-
way , and the Order almoft abolished ; neverthelefs
fome Shadow remains for fuch as travel to vifit the
Holy Sepulchre at Jerufalem, do now and then pals to
this Monaftery at Mount Sinai, where in imitation of
the Padre Guardian of Jerufalem, the principal Monk in
this Covent makes them Knights of St . Catherine over
her Tomb , with the lik 'e Queftions and Formulary as
ufed at the Holy Sepulchre . Thefe Knights now wear
upon the left fide of their White Habit the Crofs of Je-
nifalem, and Inftrument of St . Catherine's Martyrdom;but according to others , the middle of the Wheel is
pierced with a Sword . i z.



u . Knights of St. Anthony in -Ethiopia,

After the Death of St . Anthony the Hermite , who

dy
’d about the Tear 357 . many of his Difciples re*

maining near JEthiopia, follow ’d his Example and Man¬
ner of Life , and their Succeffors liv’d in great Aufte-
rity and Solitarinefs in the Defart (therefore call’d An¬
chorites) till the Year 370 . when ’ tis faid John, Empe¬
ror of ^Ethiopia, erected them into a ReligiousOrder of
Knighthood , under the Title and Protection of St. An¬
thony, Patron of his Empire , and bellow ’d upon them

great Privileges ; and being thus inftituted , they re¬
ceiv’d St . Bajil ’s Rule, and cohabited in Monalteries.
Their Habit is black, with a blue Crofs Tau. Their
chiefSeat is in the ijle of Tvieroe ; but in other Parts of
JEthiopia they have great Numbers of Convents , and no
lefs than 2000000 of annualRevenue. The eldeft Sons
of Nobles and Gentlemen cannot be admitted, but the
fecond Sons may ; and if a Man (except a Phyfician)
have three Sons, he is bound to affign one of them to
be of this Order. Their Vow is to obferve conjugal
Chaftity ; to die in Defence of the Chriftian Faith ;
to guard the Empire ; to obey their Laws and their
Superiors ; and to go to War when and whereloever
commanded : Moreover , they take an Oath not to
fight in Wars between Chriftians, nor receive Holy
Orders, or marry without Licenfe . They are of two
Sorts : One employ ’d in the Wars, the other who be¬
ing Old are exempted from Military Services, and re¬
tire themfelves under the Title and Profeffion of
Monks, to the Abbies where they firft took their Ha¬
bit ; before which they rnufl: forve three Tears againft
the Arabian Pyrates about the Red Sea, three Tears againft
the Turkj, and three againft the Moors upon the Bor¬
ders of Borneo. When they come to be admitted into
their Abbey, they are introduced in their Military
Habit, of which being difrob’d, the Religious one is
Put on, viz. a black Gown reaching down to the
Ground , lined with blue , having a blue Crols fix’d to
the Breaft, and over that a black Cowle ; they arc
afterwards led to the Church, and there make their

Profeffion.
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Profeffion * Philip VII. Son to the Founder, enlarg ’d
their Lands and Privileges, and added a Border of
Gold to the Badge of the blue Crofs, as obferved at
this Day.

In Italy , France and Spain, there are a Sort of Monks
that have the Title of Knights of St . Anthony, which
obferve the Rule of St. Augujiin, and they wear a
plain Crofs like that in ^Ethiopia ; but the Principals
of thefe wear a double St. Anthony's Crofs of blue Sa¬
tin, the one above the other . Their chief Seat is at
Vienne in Dauphine, of which Place the General of the
Order bears the Title of Abbot, the Monaftery being
ereCted into an Abbey 1297 . in Honour of St . Anthony,
whofe Body was tranllated thither from Conftantinople ;
and all other Places built in Honour of his Name, were
made fubjeCt to him A. D. 1523 . Moraem calls them
The Plofpitallers of St. Anthony , and fays they begun in
France A . D. 1x21 . from Gajion a Nobleman of Vienna.
But Baronim and others fay, Gajton and Germ inftituted
it earlier , making the Letter Thau their Enfign or
Badge.

13 . the  Conftantinian Angelich Knights of St.
George in Greece , but now in Italy.

Marqjuez,  aSpanifh Writer, makes this one of the firft
Military Orders in Chriflendom, and derives a formal
Inftitution, Rules and Laws from Confiantine the Great,
which appears little better than Fabulous, therefore
we fhall omit his Account.

The  Great Mailers have their chief Seat and Con¬
vent at Brianno rear Venice, and is Hereditary in the
Family of Angelm Flavim Comnenus. Among the reft of
their Prerogatives, the Mailers are Commenfales Pontifi-
cum, i . e. may fit at the Table with the Pope , who de¬
fends them as Benefaftors to the Church, and Foun¬
ders of the l .ateran Cathedral at Rome. As Subjects to
no Prince, they have Power of coyning Money : They
give Titles of Counts and Princes to their own Frater¬
nity , and take upon them the reftoring to Honours, of
legitimating Bajlards, making Do &ors , Poets f .aureats and
Publicly Notaries. This Order is under the Protection of

the
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the VirginMary and Patronage of St . George ; and they
profefs Obedience and conjugal Chaftity 5 they wear a
white Habit, on the left Side whereof is fowed a red
or crimfon Velvet Crofs, Flory 5 in the middle is the

Labarum imbroidered with the Letter A upon one
Arm of the Crofs , and si on the other . The Sides
are wrought with Gold and Silk , but the Labarum is
all Gold. Amongft thefe Knights are three Degrees 5
the firft call ’d Collered or Grand Crofles, wearing a
Collar form ’d of Labarums , whereat hangs the Crofs
and St. George. The fecond are the Knights, and thefe
wear the Crofs above delcrib’d . The third are Ser¬
vants, and they bear the Croft only, without the La¬
barum. The many Grand Priorates or Commanderies
belonging to this Order, fhew the Power they were
formerly endow ’d with.

14 . Knights of St. James in Galicia or Santiago .
'

This is the principal Order in Spain, and had its
Title of Don Raniro,  King of Leon, who about the Year
826. at Clavigio, by the Affiftance of St. James ( faid to
appear upon a white Horfe,  bearing a Banner with a *
red Crofs)  and gain

’d a mighty Victory over a great
Army of the Moors. Some place the Inflitution about
the Year udo . others 1175 . whereas it was only then
confirm’d, and their Rule of Living prelcrib ’d by Pope
Alexander  III . there being a Fraternity of Knights m
Spain, A . D.  1030 . under a Mafier  and Governor, with
Revenues.

Andaltho ’ this Order at firft were dilpos’d to ver-
tuous Courfes, and valiantly to encounter the Moorsy
Enemies to the Crofs of Cbrifi, yet in time they became
fcandalouflyperverted , but were afterwardsreduc ’d to a
better Life , and approv’d on by the find PopeAlexander ,
who receiv ’d them into the Protection of the Papal
See , and gave them the Rule of St . Auguftin,  the Form
of holding Chapters , of cle&ing their Majlers,  of Treves,
and thirteen Gommendadores of Houfes , and of the
Vifitors ; and in ftiort very large Privileges , together
with the Monaftery of St . Lorjo, fituate in Galicia near

SanHiago  5
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Santiago ; and the Prior and Canons thereof were in¬
corporated into this Order.

Their Enfign is a ed Crofs, which the Knights
wear upon their Breaft , terminating like the Blade of
a Sword , the Hilt crofletted and fafhion ’d after the an¬
cient Manner 5 whereupon it was call’d La Order de
SanBiago de la Efpada.

Their Habit is a white Mantle clofe before , on the
Breait whereon is placed the faid Crofs , made of Silk or
Cloth , and they are obliged to wear it upon their
Garments, Coats or Cloaks, tho’ they ule Crofles of
Gold likewife.

When the Moors were driven out of Spain, and the
principal Branch of this Order expir’d , upon a Con-
teft for the Place of Great Matter, the Crown of Cajtile
ftepp’d in between, and by confent of the Knights,
obtain’d it under the Title of Adminiftrator, which
was granted to King Ferdinand; and his Son Charles V.
annex ’d it with all its Rights, ere. to his Succeflors
in the Kingdoms of Caftile and Leon. Since which, the
Kings of Spain now enjoy the Adminiftration of this
Order, and carry that Title and Stile in the Infcription

0 upon the Great Seal thereof, which holds the Royal
Arms of Spain, upon a Crofs that filleth all the Shield,
With a Sword at each of the four Corners .

*

15 . Knights of St. Saviour in Arragon.
These were inftituted A . D. 1118 . by Don Alphonfo,

Call’d Emperor of Spam, King of Navarre, Arragon, &c.
chofen out of the Spanifh and French Nobility that
alttfted in his Wars . He form ’d them into a Society,
the better to enable him to drive the Moors out of
Saragojfa, and the whole Territory of Arragon. Their
Rule of living was the GJierian, and fomewhat con¬
formable to the Knights Templars. When the Moors were
driven out of Spain, their rich Commc -Aeries were at
length united to the Crown.

Their Habit was a white Mantle , on the Breaft
whereof was a red Crofs Anchte } but fome fay it was
the Figure of our Saviour

16. Knights
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i 6. Knights  d ’Avis in Portugal.

Don Alphonfo Henriquet, firft King of Portugal, took
from the Moors, A . I). 1147 . the City of Evora, and to
ftrengthen it , fent thither feveral gallant Commanders,
who aflum’d the Title of Knights of St. Mary of Evora,
E

utting themfelves under the Protection of ourblefled
,ady- Not long after they were call’d d’Avis, from a

Caftle upon the Portuguefe Frontiers, conquer’d from
the Moors, whither they tranfplantedthemfelves . It was
confirm’d by Pope Innocent III . A. D. 1204 . under the
Rule of St . BenediB, amd therefore in fome Papal Rules
call’d of St . BenediB d’Avis. The Knights profefs conju¬
gal Chajitty and Obedience . Anno 1213 . they fubmitted
themfelves to the Rule, Statutes and Vifnation of the
Order of Calatrava ; but in the Time of John of Portugal
(natural Son to Pedro King of Portugal ) feventh Great
Mailerd’Avis, they call off their Acknowledgments to
Calatrava , and never after fubmitted to them 5 and af¬
terwards , when the Crown of Portugal fell into the
Hands of Philip II . King of Spain, this Order was go¬vern’ d according to the Statutes of Portugal.

Their Badge is agreen Crofs , Flory, (fuch as the KnightsofAlcantara us’d to wear . ) They mull be Gentlemen
by Extraction, both of the Father’s and Mother’s fide.

. 17 . Knights of St. MichaelV Wing in Portugal.
AbouttheYear 1165 . others fay 1171 . Don Alphonfo,who founded the Order d’Avis, founded this alfo after

his obtaining a notable ViClory over the Moors and Al-
bara King of Sevil, in which Battle St . Michael the Arch¬
angel is faid to appear on the right Side of Alphonfo, and
fight againft them.

Their Inveftiture , eve. was the fame with d’Avis.
It is now grown out of Ufe, but the Mafterfhip remains
with the King of Portugal.

D 18 . Knights



1 8 . Knights of St. Gereon.

This Order was eftablifh ’d by Frederick̂ Barbarojfa the
Emperor ,■ others fay by Frederic ^ II . and eonfifted only
of the German Nation. They follow ’d the Rule of
Sr. Augufim, and wore a white Habit, whereon was
fow’d a black Patriarchal Crofs , fet on a little green
Hill.

19 . Knights of St. Julian de Pereyro, or of Al¬
cantara.

They had the firft Appellation from St . Julian de Pe¬
rcy, -e, a Town in Leon, where they had a Monaftery
built for them by Ferdinand II . King of Leon and Gali¬
cia, who in his Diploma of Privileges granted there^
unto xx ~j6. filled himlelf ProteHor of this Society of
Knights . In the Approbation - Bull of Pope Alexander III.
their Chief is called Prior 5 but in that of Pope Lucius
III . he is ftiled Mafter of Pereyro. They ufed a Secular
Habit, modeft and grave , and the Ecclefiafticks a Cle¬
rical Habit, with a Shred of Cloth and a Scapulary , to
diftinguiftx them from other Seculars and Ecclefiafticks.
They cbferved the Rule of St . BenediB moderated , as it
was convenient for the Exercife of Arms againft the
Moors, for which End it was inftituted . Their ancient
Badge was a Pear -tree Vert, in Allufion to the Name.

The Occafion of altering the firft Appellation was
upon change of their Habitation. Pope Adrian VI . an¬
nex’d this Mafterlhip , together with thofe of St . James
and Calatrava, to the Royal Crown of Cajiile for ever.

20 . Knights of Trugillo or Truxillo in Spain.
This Order is fo call ’d from the City of Trugillo in

Efiremadura, but when , or by whom founded , or their
Badge , is unknown. Some fuppole thefe Knights the
fame with that of Alcantara ; ’tis evident they were in
being A. D. 1227 . when ’tis pretended the Mafter of
Alcantara took Trugillo from the Moors, and plac ’d there
a. Brotherhood of Knights. But it feems thefe Knights
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of Truxillo, were a diflinct Order feveral Years before,
and ’tis not unlikely that they might be incorporated in¬
to that of St . Julian de Pereyro, and by this Means the Or¬
der of Alcantara acquired the downs of Tmvtllo, Sanila
Crui, &c . which Aljonfo IX . King of Cajlile had given
them - They were to be of Noble Defcent, and make
proof of their Gentility } they were obliged to be near
the King’s Perlon , and to attend him in all Martial Ex¬
peditions, maintaining always Two Horfes and Servants
in Readinefs.

si . Knights of  Calatrava.
This Order was inftituted in Cajlile by Sanchio Ilf.

and lo called from Calatrava, a Frontier Caitle of Cajlile
and Toledo, which the Moors took , J . D. 714 . com¬
pounded of the Jrabicl( Cala a Caftle , and the Spanifj
Travas Manacles , with which the Moors fettered the
Chriftians ; 400 Years after which , upon the Recoveryof the Town from the Moors , it was given to the Knights
Templars ; but they , unable to flop the mighty Con-
quefts of the Moors, the faid Sanchio by Proclamation
promis’d the Inheritance to any who would undertake
the Defence of it , being the Key of the Kingdom of
Toledo. At length Raymond of Barcelona (formerly a
Knight , then a Ciftercian Abbot ) by the Perfwaiion of
Telajquez, accepted the Proffer , and had the Donation,
A. D. 1158 . and fortifying it by the Help of his Aflo-
ciates, this Order arofe, call ’d at firft Militia de Cala¬
trava. Upon the account of the Fertility of the Place,
-oooo Men and their Families were drawn from the
neighbouring Countries to fettle there , fo that the
Moors never after attempted it . They remain ’d under
their own Mafiers till Pope Adrian VI . annex ’d it to the
Crownsof Cajlile and Leon.

22 . Order of the Holy Ghojl at Rome.

Marqv. ex. calls them Brothers of the Hofpital of the Holy
Ghojl, who tho ’ not in veiled with Swords and Spurs,are neverthelefs reckoned among the Military Orders,
becaufe bound to certify their Gentility before Admit-

D 2 tance.
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tatfce. Their chief Seat is the Sumptuous Hofpital of
the Holy Ghoft, founded at Saxia near the River Tyber
at Rowe, by Pope Innocent III . A. D. 1198 . or 12,01.
But the Ancient Foundation was the Hofpital of the
Holy Ghoft at Montpelier in France, tho ’ this other became
the Principal . They profefs Chaftity, Poverty, and
Obedience , living under the Rule of St . Auguft

’
me, and

have a Mailer . Their Enfign is a White Patriarchal Croft
with Twelve Points, fowed to their Bread , and on the
left fide of their Black Mantle . •

In this Hofpital , Care is taken for the nurfing and
bringing up expofed Children, curing Infirmities , En¬
tertainment of Strangers for Three Days, relieving the
Poor , and the like Works . Their Revenue is about
24000 Ducats per Day, having great Commandaries in
Italy , Sicily, Spain, France, Burgundy, Germany, and elfe-
where.

I'I
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23 . Knights of St. George d’Alfama.

So named from a Town in Tortofa, were inftituted, t,
A . D. 1201 . received Approbation from the Papal See,
A . D. 1363 . and A . D. 1399 . was united to the Order jof our Lady of Montefa. 1

24 . Knights of Chrift in Livonia , or of the Sword-
bearers.

A . D. 1184 . MainardHrH preach ’d Chriftianity to the
Livonians, and erefled the Bifhoprick of Riga 3 but his
Succeflors meeting with many Difficulties , A . D. 1200.
Albert, then Biffiop of Livonia, inftituted this Order in
Imitation of the Knights Teutonic' s, with defign to ex¬
tirpate Idolatry , and promotethe Gofpel . He prefcrib-
ed to thefe Knights the Ciftercian Rule and Habit, viz. a
long White Mantle and Black Hood j on the Breaft was
the Figure of a Red Sword, or rather Two plac

'd tn Saltire,
whence they had the Title of Enfferfratres, or Brethren
Sword-hearers. Their Statutes were fomething like the
Knights Templars, and they vowed Obedience and
Chaftity. Pope Innocent III. confirmed this Order,
which became fully inftituted, A. D. 1203 . but becaufe
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they could not of themfelves accomplish their End.
About the Year 1237, they were united to the Teutonic
Order, and fubmitted to their Rule and Habit, by
whofe Help they overcame the Livonians, and brought
them to the ChriftianFaith 5 thenceforward the Great
Matter of Livonia acknowledged him of Pruffla their
Superior , until Walter de Pletemberg, their Great Matter,
Separated this Order from their Obedience to the Teuto¬
nick. Finally , A . D. 1 56 1 . Gothard de Ketler, the laft

Great Matter, following the Example of the Great
Matter of Prnjfia, became fubjccl to the Crown of Po¬
land, furrendering to King Sigifmond II . the City and

Cattle of Riga, and all the Lands, Charters, Privile¬
ges , ere. of this Order, receiving in exchange the
Pukedom of Curland, to him and his Heirs for ever j
fo the Order expired after 357 Years continuance.

25 . Knights of JefusChrift in Italy or France.

St . Dominic/^ defcended of the Family of the Guzmans

inSpain, inftituted this Order , A . D. 120 6 . principally
to fight againft the Albigenfes, then call ’d Hereticks . He

prefcribed to them a White Habit, and for their Badge a
Crofs flory , quarterly , fable and argent. The Work being
done with the Albigenfes, they devoted themfelves whol¬
ly to fpiritual Warfare ; and afterwards, upon admit¬
ting Widows and Virgins into their Order, they became
calledFratres feu Sorores de Posnitentia B. Dominici, whofe
Rule Pope Innocent VI. confirm ’d circa An. 1360.

16 . Knights of St. Mary de Merced , in Aragon.

James I . of Aragon, being fometime a Prifoner to
Simon Earl of Montfort in France, where he fuffered
much Hardship , and being moved with the infufferable
Miferies the Chriftians endured under the Slavery of
the Moors, made a Vow to the Bleffed Virgin , That
when delivered himfelf he would endeavour the Re¬
demption offuch Chriftians as the Moors had made Cap¬
tives , and accordingly laid up great Summs for the Per¬
formance ; and afterwards, by the Councilof Raymond
de Penafrt , h \ s Confeffor , and Pedro Nolafco, a Noble

D 3 Chevalier,



( ?8  )
Chevalier, he founded in Barcelona this Order of la
Nueva Merced, fo named by the Virgin , who , as they
reported, appeared to them all in one and the fame
Hour, directingthe Inftitution. In Anno 1358 . I find
it called alfo . Ordo beatce Eulalia, from St . Eulalia the
Virgin and Martyr, buried at Barcelona in the Church
bearing her Name. This Order began on the Day of
St . Laurence, in Auguft, A. £>. 1218 . in the Fifth Year of
that King , which Day they annually commemorate.
They were to gather Alms, and go in Perfon to redeem
Chriftian Slaves ; which Work profpered lo well , that
Velafco (the firft General or Head ) fet at Liberty 400
within theSpace ofSixYears after its Foundation. Their
Hahit was a Coat and Scapular of courfe white Cloath,
garnifhed with Cordons and Ribbons , wherewith they
faft’ned it about their Necks , and from the upper-end
thereof ifiued a Cap that covered half their Head :
The Monks wore their Coats and Scapulars reachingdown to their Feet 5 but thofe of the Knights were
much fhorter . A. D. 1251 . KingJames, the Founder,
granted unto all the Fraternity, that they fhould wear
upon their Scapulars the Arms ofAragon , viz.. Or 4 Pales
Gules,  and above that the White Crols of the Church of
Barcelona in a red Field , with Two Coats joined toge¬
ther per fefs tn one Shield , which came afterwards to
be encompaffed with a Bordure, which the Knights
wore on their Scapulars , but the Monks on their
Mantles , and both upon their Breafts . Difputes arifing
among themfclves, they were incorporated with the
Knights of Montefa 5 fo that , ever fince , the whole Fra¬
ternity have been only Priefts . The Mafter General
hath his Refidence at Barcelona, by the Decrees of Pope
Clement V . and John  XXII . To conclude , they now
collect great Sums of Money , fend out their Agents
yearly,_ chiefly to Algiers and Fefs, and for the Redemp¬tion of Chriftian Captives , and have from the Time of
their Inftitution followed their propofed Ends with all
religious Care and Faithfulnefs.

27.
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27 , Knights of the Rofary in Toledo.

Roderick, Bifliop of Toledo jn Spain, feeing the Coun¬

try fore oppreffed by the Moors , aflembled the Noblelt
of the City , and propofed the Neceffity of their Affifl>
ance to extirpate the Moors 3 whereunto they being u-
nanimoufly inclin ’d , he gave Beginning to this Order.

By their Statutes,bcfides fighting againftthe Moors, they
are obliged to fay , continually , the Rofary of our
Blefled Lady . Their Rule of Living was that of
St . Dominick 3 and their Enfign the Figure of our Lady
of the Rofary upon a .Crofs fiery , quarterly , argent and

fahle.

28 . Knights of St. Mary the Glorious , in Italy.

Their Author was Barthnlomeo de Vincema, a Fr ar
Treacher , or Dominican, afterwards Bifhop of that City.
The End he chiefly defigned , was to procure Peace 10

Italy, then much difquieted by Civil Wars . It was ii . -

ftituted , A. D. 1233. called Generalis Dcvotionis annu. ti
and approved and confirmed by Pope Urban IV. A. i .
12.62 . and the Rule of St . Dominick pre/cribed them,
who are obliged to take into their Care Widows ard
Orphans , and endeavour to beget Concord among fuch
as are at Variance. Their Habit is a White Tunick or
Caffock , and a Mantle of Ruflet 3 fome make their
Badge which they wear upon their Beaft a purple Crofs
patee bordered 'with Gold, others make it a purple Crofs
patee, with Two Stars in chief 3 but Marquez., that has
writ of the Order of Knighthood , gives it an OBcgonal
Crofs, like that of Malta. They profefs Obedience and

Conjugal Chaftity 5 but are forbid to wear Spurs or
Bridles of Gold : They are commonly called Cavaten
de Madona, and refide at Bolonia , Modena, and other Italian
Cities 5 and becaufe they have no Monafteries , but
dwell in their own Houfes at Eafe and Plenty , they
were called Fratres Gaudentes or Hi 'arcs.

D 4 Knights



( 40 )

sp . Knights of St. James, in Portugal,
Were inftituted , A . D.  1310 . by Denys VI- King of

Portugal, in honour of St . James, under whofe Pro¬
tection he became victorious in divers Battles againftthe Moors, and at length quieted his Kingdom by the
Affiftance of thefe Knights . It was not long afterits Inftitution ere this Order flounfhed, through the
Privilegesthe Founder bellowed,” and the Approbationof Pope Nicholas IV. and others his Succeffors. The
Knights profefs Conjugal Chaftity, Hofpitality and O-
bedience , and none are admitted til they make proofof their Gentility by Blood . Their Enfign is a red
Sword, formed like that of St . "fames of Galicia 3 theHabit White, and the only difference between them
lies in a little Twill of Gold which thefe of Portugaldraw about their Sword. At Alcafar de Sul was their
PrincipalConvent , which they afterwards removed to
Dalmela, where it yet continues . Their Statutes , eye.are much the fame with thofe of St. James in Galicia,
Whereupon fome erroneoufly have confoundedthem.

30. Knights of our Lady , and of St. George of
Montefa.

This Order fucceeded into the Lands and Pofileffionsof the Knights Templars in Valentia, as the KnightsHofpitallers did into thofe of the Templars in France , Italy,and England 3 for James II. King of Aragon and Valentia,refilling to give their Revenues to the Hofpi alleys (whichas other Princes had done ) gave them to the Conventof Montefa, where had been placed both Knights andFriars of the Order of Calatrava ; and excufing him-felf to Pope John XXII . A. D. 1317 . he inflitutedthis Order in the City Valentia (neverthelefs fubjeCt tothat of Calatrava) and made choice of the Town of
Montefa, to give the Knights both Name and Habitation,whom he obliged to defend his Kingdom againft theMoors. Their College , dedicated to St . George, wasbuilt the following Year, and their Statutes confirmedby the laid Pope John, who gave them the CiderdanJ Rule.
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Rule . Upon their Habit is White , and the Badge a
plainred Crofs, which they wear on their Breafts . A. D.
j " yp . the Order of St . George d’Alfama was incorporated
to it . And the Great Office of Matter hereof is in the
King of Spain, who hath the Revenue of Thirteen
Commandaries belonging thereunto to the Value of
2,3000 Ducats per annum.

31 . Knights of Chrift in Portugal.
These fprang alfo from the Ruin of the Knights

Templars, whofe confifcated Eftates King Denys, fir-
namedPenoca, delired of Pope John XXII - might not
be dilpofed out of his Kingdom , in regard of the
great Evils the Neighbouring Moors in Algarves, did his
Kingdom 3 and forafmuch as the Town of Cajiro Marin
was a Frontier , and commodious to refill the Enemy,
he moved for Licence to inftitute an Order of Knights
therein , and offer’d his Holinefs the Rents andjurif-
diffion thereof, which accordingly was granted by the
Pope , and dedicated it to the Honour of God, and
the Exaltation of the Catholick Faith , under the Title
of the Military Order ofour Lord Jejus Chrift, as is altedged
from the miraculous Apparition of our Saviour cruci¬
fied, leen by the King when he went out to fight the
Moors.

32 . Knights of the Paffion of Jefus Chrift.
This Order was erected by Charles King of France,

(tho’ it made no Progrefs ) and our King Richard II . with
a large Defign exceeding all other Religious Orders,
except thofe of St . John of Jerusalem and Knights Tem¬
plars. They were to renew the Memory of our Sa -
viour’s Paffion , to extirpate Pride, Covetoufnefs and
Luxury , to make way for the Reconqueft of JerufalemandPaleftine, and for the Subverfion and Confufion of
Enemies of the Faith. A MSS. in the Arunde ’ian Libra¬
ry* reckons up Twenty Caufes for theNeceffity of its
inftitution, which are too long to be inferted 3 and
"j -ho it was dedicated to our Saviour , yet the Blelled
\ irgin was look’d upon as a principal Mediatrefs and

Advocate
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Advocate of this Holy Chevalry. Their Govern¬
ments in the principal Convent, were to be de¬
bated by Five Councils , in the Prefence of the Prince:
i . The Quotidian Council , confiding of Twenty-four :
a . The Particular confiding of about Fourty :

3 . The Grand Council confiding of Eighty. 4. The
General Chapter held every Year . And , 5 . The
Univerfal Chapter to be held every Fourth or Sixth
Years , confiding of a Thoufand Knights of the

Chevalry. The Principal Officer was the Grand JtiJU-
ciary, the next the Grand Bailiff: In the Chief City,
and in every City and Cadle of theirs, one was to ad-
minider Judice called a Pote/iate. In the general
Chapter was to be an Officer called the Senator, and in
the Univerfal Chapter a D 'tBator with Coadjutors and
Affidants.

In the principal Convent were to beTenExecuters of

Judice, and Four dyled CharitableCommiflaries , whofe
Office was , to provide for Widows and Orphans ; and
whereas this Order was made up of Eight leveral Lan¬
guages, and as many Notaries, who put on the Habit
of the Brothers ; for the greater Regularity of their
Order , they were to bind themfelves by Oath to
the Obfervance of thefe Three Points, Obedience to
Sovereigns , Poverty of Spirit, and Conjugal Chadity.
They were allotted for their Maintainance , the PolTef-
fion of Cities , Cadies , err . Gold, Silver, ©N<r. and all
to be in common, err.

There was to belong to the Cadle or Principal Con¬
vent a Church of marvellous Structure ; it was defign ’d
Fifty Cubits in breadth, without any Pillars, a Hun¬
dred Cubits long, and in height Twenty -five ; likewife
an Hofpital, where the Widows of the Holy Chevalry
fhould attend upon the Sick and Infirm ; a Baptidery or
Font, for the Baptizing the Children of the Knights;
a ftately Palace, with a great Hall and large Confido-
rses, to contain the Prince and Council with their Re¬
tinue ; with a large and delightful Cloider for the Car
nons and Clerks ; together with a very fpacious Palace,
to entertain the Princes of the Wejl when they came
that Way, either to War, or upon Pilgrimage : In
Anfj there was to have been Three chiefHalls. wherein
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they might dine together 3 with diftinfl Lodgings and
Habitations, Wine -Cellars , Granges , Granaries , Sta¬
bles for Horfes and Cattel , Eafements , Mills , Ciflerns,
Baths, and all other ISIecellaries for theChevalry . Their
Habit was to denote the Paffion of Jelus.

The Drefs they were obliged to was a hanfome Cloth
Coat of a civil Colour , reaching down half .way their
Legs, and girt with a large Girdle of Silk or Leather
Two Fingers broad , the Buckle of Black Horn , the
Tongue and Garnifhingof the Holes , Tin 3 to have
Red Chaperons or Caps, rcprefenting the Blood of our
Saviour 3 over their laid Coats , a Mantle of White
Cloth or Serge , which from the Shoulders down¬
ward was to be open on both Sides along the Arms,
and in that Part before the Breaft a Crofs of red Cloth
or Serge Two Fingers broad , extending to the Breadth
and Length of that Part of the Mantle 3 the Crofs of  the
Prince ’s Mantle was to be edged round with a Gold
Fringe about half an Inch broad 3 there were to be
fome other fmall Diftinftion as to the Shape of the
Crofs upon the White Habit to be ufed by this Holy
Chevalry. Their Arms in a Banner were Ardent, upon a
Crofs Gules 5 a Compafs of Four convex femi -circles , conjoyn-
ing Four intervening Angles alternately fable (in Allufion to
the Agony of our Lord ) charged with an Agnus Dei
Or, the Compafs and Crofs both fimbriated Cold, ivith a little
red Bordure.

In Times of extraordinary Danger , and great Bat¬
tles, they were to have another Angular and folemn
Banner 3 every Knight was to have his Efquire armed
at all Points , a little Valet for his Lance and Helmet , a
bigger to carry his Mail , and a third to lead his Sump¬
ter 3 Five Horfes , and Four Servants were to attend
him in all Warlike Expeditions , and Two or Three
Horfes and Servants in all Times of Peace. The d um¬
ber of thefe Knights of the Holy Chevalry was 1000
or 1 ) 00.

3 3 ■ the Order of the Brician Knights in Sweden.

Was founded , A. D. 1366. by an holy and famous
Queen of that Kingdom which they repute St . Bridget,

the
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the Aim of whofe Profeffion was to oppofe Herefy,
fecure the Confines of the Kingdom , bury the Dead,
fuccour Widows and Fatherlefs, and to keep up Ho-
fpitality. Their chief Enfign was a Blue OUogonal Crofs,
and under it a Tongue of Fire, the Symbol of Love and
Charity.

34 . Knights of St. Maurice in Savoy.

This Order took its rife upon the Retreat of Ama-
dem VIII . Duke of Savoy, into the Defart of Ripaille,
near the Lake of Geneva, and was conferr ’d by him,
A . D. 1434 . on Ten of his Courtiers , who retir ’d
with him , as well as to preferve the Memory of
St . Maurice, the Patron of Savoy. Nine Years after its
Inflitution, the Founder waselefled Pope , A. D. 1439.
and affirmed the Name of Felix V . Nine Years after
that he refigned the Chair, and retir’d to his Solitude
in Rfaille, where he died , Jan. 7 . 1451 . and lies bu¬
ried at Laufanna. The Order continued not long after
his Death ; but Duke Emanuel Philibert reftored it,
A . D. 1572 . and the Dukes of Savoy are their Grand
Mailers.

3 5 . Knights of the Holy Ghoft,

Were inftituted by Pope Paul II. A . D. 1468 . under
the Title of Brethren of the Hofpital of the Holy Ghoft.
They wore upon their Habits a White Crofsforme.

3 6 . Knights of St. George in Auftria and Ca-
rinthia.

The Emperor Frederick,, III . others fay Rudolphtts of
Hapsburgh, firll Founder of the Greatnels of the Houfe
of Auftria, inllituted this Order, A. D . 1470 . chiefly
to guard the Frontiers of Germany, Hungary , Auftria,
Stiria , and Carimhia, and to fupprefs the Infolency of
the Turks , fince which thefe Knights have gallantly
behaved themfelves. The Great Mailer was advanc ’d
to the Honour of a Prince 3 and the Callle of Mildftad
in Carinthia was given him for his Seat, where was

founded’



founded a Cathedral Church of Canons , under the
Rule of St . Auguftin. Their Enfign is the Arms of
St. George, a red Crofs, and their Habit white $ they pro¬
ofs Conjugal ChaAity and Obedience , and have the
Emperors for their Protestors.

There are alfo Cavatteros de San Jorge en Alemania, an
Order ereSled by the Emperor Maximilian, 1494 . upon
the like Defign with the former 5 it was confirmed by
Fope Alexander VI . and is under the fame Profeffion and
Protection as the other . There Enfign is a red Crofs,
with a Crown of Gold on the top of it 5 they were other-
wife called crowned Knights ; for after they had ferved a
Year , they and their Heirs have a peculiar right of
Adorning their Shields and Helms with a Crown ; the
Occafion was upon a notable ViSlory obtained againft
the Turks, who confefled that a Man on Horfeback fup-
pofed to be St . George, put them into that Fear and
Diforder as to quit the Field.

37 . Knights of St. George at Rome.

These were inflituted by Alexander VI . 1498 . or , as
others fay , by Pope Paul III . at whofe Death it became
extinCh They dwelt at Ravenna, their Province , and
were to fecurc the Adriatic^ Sea from Pyrates.

3 8 . Knights of St. Peter at Rome.

Pope LeoX .. A . D. 1520 . inflituted this Order to
fight againft the Turks, and defend the Sea Coafts.
Their Number was Four Hundred ; they wore the
Image of St . Peter within an Oval of Gold hanging at a
Golden Chain.

39 . Knights of St. Paul at Rome,

Were inflituted by Paul \ \I . 1540 . and while he was
Pope , he made Two Hundred of them . Their Enfign
was St. PaulV Image hanging at a Golden Chain.



• 4° - Knights called  PiosatRome.

Pope Pm IV . erected this Order 1560 . He created of
them at firft 575 . but they encreafed to 53 5 . He granted
them very confiderable Endowments, and preferr ’d them
before the Knights of the Empire, and Malta, becaufe
they were his Courtiers, and had the Charge of carrying
his Chair on their Shoulderswhen he went abroad.

41 . Knights of St. Stephen at Florence.

This Order was founded in imitation of the Knights
of Malta, 156 '! . by Cofmo de Medici* II . Duke of Florence,
afterwards fir It Duke of Tufcany, in honour of St . Ste¬
phen, Pope and Martyr , the Patron of the City of
Florence, and in memory of the Battle on the <5m of
slugufl, (St . Stephens - day ) at Marciano, where over¬
throwing the Aflertors of L iberty , he laid the Founda¬
tion of his Grandeur . Puts IV. confirmed it under the
Rule of St . Benedifl, which was afterwards enlarged
with many Emoluments and Privileges, by the fucceed-
ing Popes . The Knights vow’d Conjugal Chaftity and
Charity , in relieving the Afflicted , Obedience to their
Mailers the Great Dukes of Tufcany. The chief Place
of their Refidence was at Pifa, where the Founder e-
refbed a Church and Convent, as a Nurfery for Perfons
skilful in Maritime Affairs, but fince it is transferred to
Cafmopolt in the Ifle of Ilva. Their Habit is a long
Mantle of White Chainlet trimmed with Red, and on
the left part of their Bread: a Crofs (like that of Malta)
of red or crimfon Satin border 'd 11it I> Gold 3 it is daily worn
on their Cloaks, and on their Military Garments, and
about their Necks in a Ribbon on Feftival Days . This
Order (like the Maltefe) alfo confifts of Knights, Priefls
and Servants . The Priefls wear the Crofs of red Tajfatywithout a Bordure , the Servants the Crofs of St. Jntho-
ny only . The Statutes were reformed by Ferdinand Duke
of Tufcany, Son to the Founder, and approv’d, 1590.

41 . Knights

e
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42 . Knights of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus in

Savoy.

Pope Gregory XIII . having , at the RequeH of Ema¬

nuel Philibert, Duke of Savoy, rellor ’d the Order of St.

Lazarus, and the Order of St . Maurice, A . D. 1572 . and
conftituted this Duke Grand Mailer, the fame Year,
for their greater Honour, he united them under the
Title of St . Maurice and St. Lazarus, and appointed the
Dukes of Savoy Hereditaries and Mailers , and oblig’d
them to furnilh out two Gallies for the Service of the
Papal See, to be employ ’d againft Pyrates. Upon this
Union , the Knights had alfign’d them for Habit a
Gown of Crimfon Tabby , with wide Sleeves , along
Train , and edg ’d with white Talfaty, and a Cordon
with a Taifel of White and Green fix ’d to the Collar.
The Badge is , A green Crofs artcree of St. Laurence, plac'd
Saltirewife , furmounted with the white Crofs pornelle of St.
Maurice, which the Knights wear either in a Gold
Chain, or any colour ’d Ribbon. And the faid Duke
founded for the Knights two fair Convents, one at
Nice, the other at Turin, and bellow ’d on them all the
Revenues within his Territories, formerly appertaining
to the Order of St . Lazarus. The Dukes of Savoy, as
Grand Mailers, uie this Title.

43 . Knights of  Loretto.

This Order , about the Year 1587 . was inflituted by
Sixtus V . who erefled the Church of our Lady at Lo*
retto into a Cathedral apd Bifhop ’s See , and gave the
Knights for their Enfign , the Image of our Lady of
Loretto, hung in a Gold Chain . This is not quite ex-
tinguilh’d.

44. Knights of the Blejfed Virgin Mary of Mount
Carmel.

Tho ’ the Grand Mallerfhip of St . Lazarus, and its
Commandaries in all Dominions , were confirm ’d by Pope
Gregory Xlll . upon the Houfe of Savoy, yet under King

Henry
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Henry III . fome Knights in France, of that Order , re¬
fus’d to joyn with their Fellows , under the Obedience
of the Duke of Savoy. King Henry IV. defirous to have
a new order, bearing the Denomination of The BleJJed
Virgin, &c . apply ’d himfelf to Pope Paul V . and ob¬
tain d what he fil ’d for A. D. i608 . ( befides other Pen-
lions out of certain Ecclefiaftical Benefices in France)
the Commandaries and Hofpitals of St . Lazarus in that
Kingdom , and the Knights of St. Lazarus that remain ’d
in France, were incorporated with them under two Ti¬
tles ; their Seal being infcrib ’d, Sigillum Ordinis&• Mili¬
tia Maria Firginis de Monte Carmeli, cr SanSli Lazari in
Hierufalem. The Order confifts of One Hundred choice
French Gentlemen , whofe Offices are to attend on the
King in every warlike Expedition. They vow Cha-
ftity and Obedience , and profefs to fight againft the
Enemies of the Romifh See. The Feaft of the Patro-
nefs is the 1 6th of July Philibert Nerefang, a valiant
Knight of St . Lazarus, was elefled their firft Matter
1608 . Their Badge is a Crofs of 8 Points of tawny
Velvet or Sattin , with a white Border fow’d on the left
Side of their Cloaks , and the Image of the Virgin Mary
of Mount Carmel plac ’d in the Middle , within a Rundle
encompafs’d with Rays of Gold. They alio wear about
their Necks , in a tawny Silk Ribbon, the like Crofs
of Gold5 but the Image of the faid Knights is ena-
mel ’d on both Sides . There Inveftiture is like that of
Malta.

45 . Knights of the moft Gloriom Virgin Mary of
Rome.

A . D . 161 8 . Pedro, John Baptifta, and Bernardo, fir-
nam ’d Petngnaneos (three Brethren of Spelta in Italy'

) in¬
vented this Order : To which was added, the Rule of
St. Francis d '

AJffe, whereof the Popes are Great Matters.
Paul V . confirm ’d them , and gave thefe Knights the
Palace of St . John Lateran for their Convent, and the
City and Port of Civita Fecchia to make their Arfenal 5
with an Ifland adjacent , together with the Government
of his Gallies . Their Inftitution was for the Exalta¬
tion of the Roman  Church, and to check or fupprefs

the
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Turks roving in the Mediterranean . There are three

'it* Sorts of this Order , x . Knights Gentlemen, Laicks.
’hi 2 . Knights Gentlemen, Priefts and benefic ’d . 3 . Knights
llijj,: chaplains} or Servants of Arms. All of thefe wear on the
ofi. left Side of their Mantles their Badge , which is a hiew
V Crofs fioree Ature, border ’d with Silver, having 4 Mullets,
W or Stars, at the End of each Flower , to fignine the Four
1tin Evangelifls j in the Middle is a Circle (extended round
lain'j underneath the Arms of the Crofs ) fet with 12 Rays
) Tj, for the 12 Apoftles, infcrib ’d , In hoc Jigno vincam 5 and
Ml within it (taking up the Center of the Crofs) is a Cy-

pher of M. S. i . e . SanBa Maria, crown ’d with Chaplets
iojt of Flowers, and Stars of Gold fet over the Chaplet.

46. Knights of the Annunciade , and St. Michael
the Archangel in Mantua , or of the Chrifiian

ro- Militia m Moravia,
mt
Her By thefe Names they have been promifcuoufly cal-
™ led. It was inftituted 1618. by Charles Gontaga, Duke
left of Mantua and Nevers, in Conjunction with Adolph,
ijry Count of Altham his Brother , and John Baptiji Petrignan
aiflt Sfortia. To give it the greater Luftre , they divided
jVjc the World among them5 Charles took the North and
"rofi Weft Parts , Adolph the Eaftern , and the other had the
CM. South, where they were perfonally to found Convents
lt 0f and inveft Knights . Duke Charles began his Inftitution

of this Order under the Rule of St . Francis, in Olmutz.
the Metropolis of Moravia, the Year aforefaid , and de-

, ej dicated it to the blefled Virgin and St. Michael ; But
what Progrefs the others made in their pious Refolu-
tions , Hiftory is filent . It has been likewife ftyl’d,

jjr. Conceptionis Ordo C7- Militis Virginis annunciate . Anno 1612.
I jn. feveral illuftrious Princes of divers Countries entered
u themfelves into that Order at Vienna. It was approv ’d
l£ls, by Pope Paul V . and confirm ’d by Pope Paul VIII . 1624,

til! TheDefign of its Inftitution was , to eftablifh Peace and
ItV

C° ncord among Chriftian Princes and their Subjects;
fj ;

*? re^ea ê Captives , and deliver the Opprefied out ofthe Hands of the Infidels . .
tui!' p

On1 fome unhappy Difference among the illuftrious
, J Founders , in a fhort time it moulder ’d away and became

E ineffe-
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ineffectual., that the Mahometans ( for whofe Defini¬
tion it was defign’d ) heard only the Report of it.

GAP . III.

f X. TTAVING particulariz’d the Religious Orders,
I fhall proceed to thofe accounted abfolutely
Military. Among them,

i . Knights of the Round Table may , for Antiquity t
challenge thefirft Place.

The Founder wasArthur King of Britain, frown ’d in
the Year of our Lord 51 6, at the Age of 15 Years ; of
whole incredible Courage and Gallantry, tho’ fome
have ftretch ’d too far , yet William of Malmshury is . of
Opinion , he was worthy to have been celebrated by
true and faithful Hiftorians , and not falfe and fpurious
Tales. He it was that long prop’d up his declining
Country, and infpir’d Martial Courage into his Sub¬
jects, the Saxons, in twelve pitch’d Battles having over¬
come, and conquer ’d divers Countries . He liv ’d in
fo great Repute and Renown , that worthy Knights
came from all Parts to his Court, as a Seminary of Mi¬
litary Dilcipline , to demonftrate their Valour in point
of Arms. This gave him Occafion to feleCt out of
thefe , and his own Subjects , fome fay Twenty Four
of the moll Valiant , which he united in a Fellowship ;
and to avoid all Controverfy upon Precedency , caus’d 3
Round Table to be made, whence the Order had its
Appellation . He admitted not only Britains, but Stran¬
gers ; and their Qualifications were to be Perfons of
Nobility, Dignity , and renown ’d for Vertue and Va¬
lour. The Place where they were inftituted wasWind-

for ; and thofe others of Note , where he and his
Knights affembled, were at Caerleon in Monmouthjhire,
Winchejler, and Camelot in Com ’’ Semerfet ; and their time;
of convening wasWhitfunt’de. In Winchefier Caftle was
a large Round Table , call’d (and affirm’d to be) King

Arthur 's}
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