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T was, undoubtedly, a good Sentiment in
% the firft Collettor of this Learned Work,
£ 3 to introduce, as well as a Difcourfe of

i D Knighthood in general, a Treatile of all
’{;'v;;‘s-;?'éiﬁ%;g;;";'; the feveral Orders that have prevail’d in

other Parts of the World ; for thefe in
their Rife and Inftitutions, having a relative Senfe to

el deie
o4 5

- the particular Subje&t he was to illuftrate, {eemed to

afford him a very good Opportunity of doing it, by
building on fo convenient a Foundation,

Lihall therefore, (tho’ much more confin’d to bre-
vity) follow the fame Method, making it ferve as a
propet Introdution ; there béing many Things in the
voluminoys Original, which I conceive may with lefs
Inconveniency be difpenc’d with.

It was a ‘conftant Maxim in all well-regulated Go-
vernments, to give a juft Encouragement to Merit, and
this by proportioning Rewards to the Service done 3
for Meénit muft be fuppos’d to confift in the Perfor-

mance
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mance of fome Vertuous or Heroick A&ion, direGed
for the publick Good : And as Vertue is either Mili-
tary or Civil, {fo the Diftribution of Rewards is diffe-
rent ; either by beftowing Degrees and T'itles of Ho-
nour, or by Donations of Wealth 5 fo that in eithet
Conftruétion, Vertue may haveits proper and fuitable
Reward.

Bur the proper Reward of Military Vertue, is Ho-
nour : (to which diftinét Head this Work is confin’d.)
Honour, which _riffotle calls the Greateft of exteriour
Goods : And being an Objeét of a nobler Ambition
than the Accumulation of Wealth, is principally the
Aim of that.7ertue we underftand by Falour ;3 which
{prings from more generous Spirits, and hath been the
conflant Foundation of raifing Men to the higheft
Eminence of Glory, and fuperiour Dignity.

Bur that Fame might not lofe it {elf in an unbounded
Notion, it was at length thought fit to reduce Honour
into Form and Order, by invelting the Perfon meriting
with fome particular Title or Appellation of Excellence,
(the Original of all Nobility ; ) of which Knighthood,
as it hath been accounted the moft fuitable Reward
to the greateft Vertue, {o it hath been efteemed the
chief and primary Honour among many Nations.

TuE Romans held Honour and Vertue in that Efteem,
that they deify’'d, and dedicated Temples to them:
They made them fo contiguous in their Situation, that
there was no other Paflage to that of Honour, but thro®
the Temple of Vertue, myftically admonifhing; that
Honour was not to be attained by any other Way.

In {everal of the Roman Coins we {ee: Honour and
Vertue reprefented together in one Reverfe, and inone
Medal ; the Face of Honour fo fhadows that of Vertue,
that but a little of it appears, Honour being the more illuftri-
ows of the t1wo 5 and where we bebold any Perfon oxtwardly
adoyned with it, we are to jadge him inwardly endued with
Pertue, inafnuch a5 Honour 5 bis due, and juftly beflowed
xpon him, 1

§. 2. Intracing the Original of Knighthood, we are
not {o vain to fay, with the French, that S. Michael was
tbcf;-x::;:’f;- Chevalier 5 yet thus much we may affert, that
“tis near as ancient as Valour and Heroic Vertue, not-
withftanding the Ceremonies and Circum{tances of it
have varied according to feveral Ages and Nations : And
therefore, with much Probability, we may derive the
Origi-
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Original of Military Hongu_r from the Trojans and
Greeks 3 among whom, as Knights of great Renown,
were Heflory Troilus, Aness, Anrenor, Agamemnon, Me-
nelaus,’ Pelous, T_ydcu.f, &c. And. thus Homer ‘uf'es the
Word irréess, in the fame Senfe as Eques was afterwards
among the Latins.

Toiot o & petieime pephviGr immize Nizup,
"Mong whom thus Neffor {pake, that honour’d Knight,

§. 3. Uron a more fubftantial Bafis we fha!l defcend
to the Romans 3 among whom, in the very Infancy of
their Military Glory, a Sociery of Knights was inflituted,
immedjately after their Union with the Sabines. Romulus
inrolled Centurie tres Equitum , three Centuries of
Knights, out of the chiefeft Families, whom he ap-

ointed to be his Life-guard, and called them Cileres,
?mm their A&ivity and Difpatch in Martial Affairs.

Tarquinius Prifcus made an Addition to thefe Centu.
ries; the like did Servius Tullius, who ordained, that
thofe who thould fucceed in that Body, thould be
ele@ed ex cenfu, viz. from a confiderable and certain
Valuation of their Eftates, who had the greateft Cenfe,
and were of the moft Noble Families, {ays Dyonyf. Fa-
licarn. And foon after, the Equefirian Clafs began to be
formed and conftituted one of the three QOrders of the
Commonwealth, which were thusrank’d, according to
Livy: Senatus, Ordo Equeftrs €7 Plebs; which in the Ro-
man Literal Notes 1s fet down after this Manner :
CON. SEN. E. ORD. P. Q. R. And forafmuch as
this Degree is placed between the Patricians, or Senators,
and the Plebeians, it anfwers exatly the State of our
Knights between the Nobility and Commonalty : And
from this Order,to the Height of Nobility which refided
in the Senators, was the Way prepared ; Junins Brutus
being the firlt who was rai[gd to a Senator from the
Equeftrian Order.

It was a Conftitution, as old as Tiberius's Reign, that
none fhould be admitted, unlefs Free-born, or a2 Gentle-
man for three Generations; and, indeed, for a long
Time none were elefted Knights but the beft Sort of

Gfﬂt_lt’mm, and Perfons of Extraftion, as was the il-
lufttious Mewecenas,
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Atavisyegibus ortns egues, Mart.

who afpired no higher, not out of any Incapacity of
attaining greater Honours, but that hedefired them not,
fays Paserculus : Yet at length, thro’ Cofruption of
Times, Plebeians and Freedmen being too frequently re-
ceived into this Degree (too neara Parallel among the
Knights of this Age) occafion’d their Power to grow
lefs and 1efs, *till it thrunk'to nothing’; b that the Pla-
ces and Offices of Judges which they before had execu-
ted, became conferrable upon the Publicans, And when
Cicero was Conful,anno ab wrbe condit: 690, the Equeftrian
Order flood in need of Re-eftablifhment, whereupon
they were then incorporated into that Commonwealth
in the third Degree, all A&ts pafling in the Name of the
Senate, the People of Rome, and the Equeftrian Order.

They often enjoy’d Abroad the Government of feveral
Provinces, whereof Egypr had this peculiar to itfelf,
that none of the Senators were admitted, but only thofe
of the Equefirian Order, whofe Decrees Jugufius com.
manded to be had in like Regard, as if the Magiftrates
of Rome, or Kings, Confuls, or Prztors, had pronoun-
ced them. i

As a Mark of Eminence, they had the Titles of
Splendidi and Ilifires beftowed upon them, and {ome-
times have been called mof? facred Knights.

Anp befides other Privileges, they had Seats with the
Senators in the Circus Maximus 5 and by the Rofcian Law,
fat next them in the Theatres: They had likewife a
College called Collegium Equitum 5 and Temples were
dedicated to the Goddels Fortume, under the Title, of
Equefir: Fortune,

Havine fhewn the Dignity and Honours of the E-
queltrian Order among the Romans, we thall now touch
upon the Degrees of Knighthood which have been
Perfonal, and may be comprehended under the Modern
Title of Egquites Aurati, or Milites Simplices, (as diftin-
guifh'd from the feveral Orders of Chivalry, inftituted
in Chriftendom.) In the Circumilance of whofe Crea-
tion we confefs, nothing in the Roman Qrdo Equeftrs
hath place, tho’ that might be the Ground and Original
of the Dignity, and one common End in both, namely,
{l\{c Purluit of Military Exploits, and Service in the

Jars.

§. 4. OF
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§."4 Or the Degrees of Knighthood. We fhall firfi

of the Monozons, i.e. Knights begirt with the Military
Gitdle, 2 Cuftom devolved to the Germians and Gauls
from ancient Times; and from themto After-Ages.
. S1R Henry Spelman notes, That the late Emperors mnﬁﬂ'ed_
the Digniry af Knighthood with the Milizary Girdle inflead of
all other Arnzsy bécanfe that Part more eminent among st them
girdeth, fupporteth, and adorneth the reft's whence Selden
calls this Girding the moft efféntial part of the Cere-
mony. Nor do we find among the various Ceremonies
of Knighthood any 'that have continued fo conttant in
Pratice as the endowing with Girdle and Sword, Or-
naments proper to'the Dignity and Marks of Honour and
Fersue, with which the Statues and Portraitures of
Knights, on their Grave-ftones have been adorned.

Fon as at this Day Knights are ftyled Egquites Aurati,

from the Geolden' Spurs, heretofore put on at their
Creation, fo were they more anciently Singulo’ Milerari
donari, in refpedt, when any one was Knighted; he was
not only {mitten with the Sword, but mvefted with
Sword and Belt, yet retain’d at the creating our Knights
of the Bath, as” the old Formulary thus hath it
Then hall the 13 of great jFaiour take the
&wom, and givd the Ciglfve thereivith.
" 8econdly, The Baccalaurei or Knights Batchelors, are
to be confider’d, who are indi&'crenriy ftyled Chevaliers,
Milites; Equités Ayrari, and Knights, This Degree is truly
accounted the firft of all Military Dignity, and the
Foundation of a1l Honours in our Nation, and is deri-
ved from, if not ‘the fame with that immediately pre-
ceding.* For as the Ceremony of 2 gentle Touch on
the Shoulder Wwith the flat Side of the Sword hath been
finice afed, inflead of girting with the Sword and Bely,
{efpecially in Times of War, ‘or in Hafte) as anInitia-
tion into the Military Order ; {0 on the contrary, it is
not ynufual now-adays, for the Prince, at leatt Gladid,
i Ot Cinghlo dmare; for he oftentimes beftows the
Swotd upon the Pesfon he Knighterh.

“Miraus pives them the Epithet 4arati, from the Pri-
vilege of wearing Gold upon their Swords and Spurs,
omitting Tiraguel's fanciful Diftin&tion between Miles and
ﬁqm’: Auratws, who allows the former to fignify a Knight

oble before, and the other to denote one whom we
call a Knight and no Gentleman, or applicable to the

Neapolizan Gentlemen, (ufually called Cavalier) who

B2 are
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are all ftyled Eguires, tho’ they never have attained the
Knightly Dignity.

Tre third Sort were Knights Banerets, who fo well de-
ferv’d in the Wars, that they were afterwards permitted
to ule Vexillum quadratum, a iquare Banner, whence they
were called Eg&!frs vexillariiy, ox Chevaliers a Bunieve from
the Dutch Banerbeere, Lord or Mafter of the Banner.

Camden conceives this Title firft devis'd by K. Edward 3.
in Recompence of Martial Prowefs ; a Recital of which
Dignity 1smention’d in a Patenr 20 E. 3.,to John Coup-
land, for his Service, in taking David King of ScorsPri-
foner. - Burt it was much more ancient with us, as well
as in France 5 and they had patticular Robes, and other
Ornaments given them from the Crown, ¢d" appararum
fuun promilisia, tanquam pro Baneretto, a Regeﬁgﬁ-ipimda,
‘&e. iz, ad unwm Tunicam, &c. after which is fet down
the particular Robes, and other Ornaments appointed
for his Creation,

To fhew this Dignity yet more ancient, there is the
Evidence of a Writ in K. Edw. 3d’s Time, for furnifhing
Thomas !Lzr:{o{fwith the Robes of a Baneret. It isan Ho-
nour‘efteemed the laft among the Greateft, viz, Nobilitum
Majoraum, or the Firlt of the Second Rank 5 and is placed
in the Middle between the Barons and the other Knights 3
in which refped the Banerer may be called Zexillarius
minor, as if he were the leffer Banner-Bearer 5 to the End
he might be {o differenced from the Greater, namely
the Baron, to whom the Right of bearing a {quare
Banner doth belong.

Bur there are fome remarkable differences between
thefe Knights and Knights-Batchelors 3 as in the Occa-
fions and Circumflances of their Creations, the Banerer
being not Created, unlefs at a Time when the King’s
Standard is erefted, and that he bears his own Banner
in the Field ; whilft the Kanight-Batchelor follows' that
which isanothers. 1

This farther difference is obferved between them,
that the Knight-Banerer had fo many Gentlemen his Ser-
vants at Command, as that he could raife a Banner, and
make up a Company of Soldiers to be maintained at his

Table, and with his own Pay : But the Kwnigbt-Batchelor
had not fufficient for this, and therefore marched under
the Banner of another; and the Wages of the Baneret
were double.

NexT
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Nrxr to thefe, we are to mention Knigh_ts of the
Bath, which isa Degtee that hath the Inveﬂ'm:lre _and
Title of Kni§ht, with an additional Denomination,

detived from Part of the Ceremony of his Creation.
It is the general receiv’d Opinion, that our K. Hex. 4.
§ir@t inftituted thefe Knights, which is juftify’d by Slll'
Sohn Froifardy who fayshe created 46 of them at his
Coronation, chufing them from fuch, as were either

_ his Favorites, or had pretenfions'to it from their per-

fonal Merits, orServices.

Bur if the Ceremonies and Circumftances of their
Creation be well confider’d, it may be inferr’d, that he
cather reftor’d the ancient way of making Knights,than
Inftituted them 3 and confequently that the Knights
of the Bath, are really no other than Kuights-Batchelors 5
that is, fuch as are created with thofe Ceremonies,
whetewith Knights-Batchelors were formerly created by
FEcclefiafticks: But fome of them having been laid afide,
were then brought again into Ufe, and made peculiar
to this Degree, and fince continued to them upon fome
folemn and great Occafion.

At the firlt View they look like a diftint Order of
Knighthood 3 but cannot be {o accounted, becaufe they
have no Statutes afligneéd them, nor are in Cafe of Va-
cancy, fupply’d; (the Effentials of diftinét Orders) nor
do they wear their Robes beyond the Time of that Oc-
cafion upon which they were created 3 as chiefly, the
Coronation of a King or Queen, the Creation of a Prince
of Wales, Duke of York, and the like 5 whereas alfo
their Number is uncertain, and always at the Pleafure
of the King.

Favine calls them Knights of the Crown, becaufe, to
diftinguifh them from Efquires, they wore upon their
Left Shoulder an Efcutcheon of Black Silk embroider’d
with thtee Crowns of Gold ; but therein he miftakes,
for they never ufed only a Silk Lace, and the Jewel they
wore was made of Gold, containing three Crowns, with
this Motto Tria junfain una, hanging down under the

lefe-Arm at a Carnation Ribbon worn erofs the Body.

TH-IS leads us to the Degree of Baronets, who feem
allied toKnighthood, by having granted them the Ad-
dition of Sir to be fet before their Names: But this
gives them not ithe Dignity of Knighthood 5 nor can
they properly be ftyled Knights, until they be adtually

Knighted. \

B3 I
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It is a Degree ereted Anno 9. Fae. 1. and the Gignt
made by Letters Patents under the Great, Seal of Zng-
land. 1t is Hereditary to them, and the Heirs Male of
their Bodies lawfully begotten, for ever 5 and bya
{ubfequent Decree of the faid King; Precedence 'is

ranted to them béfore all Bancrefs, except fuch as

fhould be made by the King under his Standard, dif-
play’d in an"Army Royal in open War, and the King
perfonally prefent, and next to and immediately after
the younger Sons of Vifcount and Barons.

Tre Ground for: ercéling this Degtee was partly
Magtial 5 for tho’ themfelves were not enjoined perfonal
Service in the Wars, yet each Baronet was to maintain
thirty Foot Soldiers for three Yeats in Ireland, after the
rate of Eight Pence per Day, for the Defence of that
Kingdom, and chiefly to fecure the Plantation of Ulfler.

Tuzy wereat leait to be defcended from a Grand-
father, on the Father’s Side, that bore Arms, and had
a Revenue of 1000 /. per Aun. or Lands of old Rents
of equal Value with 1000 /. per Ann. of improv’d Lands,
or at leaft two Parts of three of fuch Eftate in Pofleffion 3
the other third in Reverfion Expetant upon one Life
held only in Jointure.

Tuz Year after, King James L. added fome new Pri-
vileges and Ornaments, viz. to Knight thofe alteady
made that were no Knights; and the Heirs hereafter of
every Baronet fhould, at the Age of One and Twenty
Years, receive Knighthood ; likewife that all Barenets
might bear in Canton, or in an Inefcutcheon, the Arms
of Ulffer 5 and farther, to have place in the Armies of
the King in the Grofs, near about the Royal Standard.

Since the Inftitution of Baronets in England, there
have been made divers in Ireland after the like Form:
And the Knights of Nova Scorie in the Wefi-Indies were
ordained in Imitation of Baronets in England by the faid
King James, A. D, 1622. for the Plantmmg that Coun-

try by Scorch Colonies, and the Degree made likewife
Hereditary.

Trxsk latter wear an Orange Tawny Ribbon astheir
Badge, to diftinguith them from other Knights 5 and it
appears, there was an Intention, 1627, to move his
then M:tjeﬂy, that all Baronets and Knights Bachelors
might wear Ribbons of feveral Colours, fome ' Badge
or Jewel, in fuch Sort as did the Knights of the Bath,
to diftinguifh the one from the other ; But that Matter
dropt. g 5. We
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§, 5 Wz fhall now obferve the Etymology of Li‘gz_;e’:‘
Milesy Chevalier, Ritter, and Sir. The Grecians hada n}c
of Honour equivalent to the Signification of Elzsm in
the Latin, from Equus, an Horfe, becaufe one Yart of
the Ceremony, whereby this Honout became confer-
red, was the giving of an Horfe 5 or becaufe having
in Horfe at the Publick Charge, they received the
Stipend of an Horfeman to ferve in the Wars, Hf}rfes
being Symbols of War, Bello armantur equi. It 18 to
be noted, That the Degree of Knighthood in the Dia-
leéts of other Nations hath rhe {ame Derivation: For
i the French, & Knight is called Chevalier 5 in the Gers
man, Ridder, or Ritter, q. d. Rider ; fo the Gheflagen
Ridder is interpreted, The dubbed Knight 5 in the Iralian,
it is Cavaglizro 3 in the old Britifh, Morchog s concerning
which, hear one of Feffery Chancer’s Scholars.

Eques ab Equo {8 [2iD of berp vinht,
Gy Chevalier 15 {aid of Thevaivie,
%n which a Rider £aiten i8a Knighe ;
Arragoners one alfo {pecifie
Caballicro through alt that 1Paetie,
s Rame st W ahip,and (s tooR IS ‘winning
Dt @pues ot GoiD, and chiedp Riding.

Axp tho” the Word Miles fignified at firft any legally
inrolled for the War, which Inrolment was twotold,
Honawaria and Pulgars 5 yet upon the Decay of the Ro-
man Empire; upon the Irruption of the innumerable
Porces of the .lani, Goths, Vandals, ¢c. wh ich confifted
in Horfe, their Foot was rendred ulelefs. Miles was no
longer faid of him that {erved on Foot in the Wats, but
began to be properly [poken of the Horfeman ;5 whence
itcameinto Vogue, That among the Titles of Nobili-
ty he who had that of Miles beftowed on him, was un-
derftood to be Horfeman, or Egues, that is, of the E-
queftrian Dignity.

Selden. obierves Miks to be equivocal : and that in the
old feodal Laws of the Empire it fignify’d a Gentleman,
as the Word Gentleman is fignify’d in Nobils 5 and with
us it hathbeen frequently ufed to denote both Gentle-
men, and Knights 5 for Milites denotes Gentlemen,
or great Frecholders, and not dubbed Knights, wviz.

{uch. who hold by Knights Service from a Lord of
a
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a Mannout, and {uch who are chofen ‘from the foveral
Counties to ferve in the High Courts of Parliament.

Miles, even in the Saxor Times, denoted fometimesa
Dignity. But about the Year 1046, becoming a Title
of Honour, it is fince moft generally appropriated to
Perfons who have received Knighthood correfpondent
to Eques and Chevalier, tho' indeed lefs propet 5 in regard
Knighthood 1s the Dignity of Horfemanfhip, and the
Tenure of Lands by Knights Fees here in England,
anciently called Regafe' Servitium, is in'truth Horfe Ser-
vice; and the Tenants {uch as ferved the! King on
Horfeback in Wars, are Gentlemen at:leaft (if not of
Noble Extra&ion.

Minfbew fays, the Equites, which heretofore followed
and accompanied the Emperor, are, in the Gérman
Tongue, called Knechres, that is, Servitors, or Minifters 5
but Camden {ays, Knecht, in Saxon Cnikt, was in far more
ancient Times accepted as an honorary Title; and,
among the old Germans, fignify’d a Perfon arm’d with
Spearand Lance, (the Enfigns of their Knighthood)
asin After- Times fuch were, among, other Nations,
adorned with a Girdle and Belt, fince called Egquites
axrari, and fometimes fimply Milires,

Tue Addition Sir to the Names of all Knights Bane-
rets, Knights of the Bath, and Batchelor Knights,  pro-
nounced at the Time when they are created, with this
Compellation : Arife, Sir Sohn, or Sr Thomus, erc. is
accounted Parcel of their Style, which the Banerets en-
joy by virtue of a Claufe intheir Patent. Itis a Con-
trattion of the Old French Sire, taken for Seigneur, or
Lord, from the Greek Xie:-. © But how it came to be
firft given, we cannot find ; neverthelefs, our Englifb
Writers have beftowed it upon the major Part of the
Nobility, after they had been received into the Order
of Knighthood; and in the Life of St. Thom.as Becker,
written about the Time of King Edw. 1. 'we meet with
the Title prefix’d to the Names of the foar Knights,
who {flew the faid St. Thomus.

9. 6. Tux Enfigns of the Equefttian Order among
the Romans, by which they were made, was a Publick
Horle, or a Gold Ring ;5 yet fill, to thofe who had

Equeftrian Cenfe, the Horfe was the ancienter Badge
of the twos but when thro’ the Multitude of thefe
Knights no Publick Horfes were afligned, but to fuch
who were ready toenter upon Military Service, andto
fight
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fight in the Legions, fuch were called Legionary Knights
to diftinguifh them from thereft, who had only receiy’d
the Honour of a Gold-Ring; for they were not all
employ’d in Wars. i

Tur Cenfor (after the Inftitution of that Office ab
arbe conditay 310.) and afterwards the Emperor, were
the Perfons who beftowed this Eguus Militars, or Pub-
licus, as it was called from the Annual Allowance, to
keep him, which they gave unto thofe of known Ver-
tue and ap prov’d Life, compelling him to ferve in the
Wars, tho' againft his Will; (but inthe more ancient
Method of Ele&ion, Confiraint was not ufed.) And
upon Negligence in the Care of thefe Horfes, or any
Blemifh, %epmach, or Infamy, or Lofs of Patrimony
in the Knights, the Horfes were not only taken away,
but the Knights wholly disfranchis’d.  Rofizxs laying
down the Manner and Order ufed in eje@ing fuch
Knights, adds, A Recital being made of all the Knights thas
aweve involled, thofz whofe Names he omitted, were thereby un-
derftood to be depriv’d of that Dignity.

WxEenN they had ferved in the Wars the Time appoint-
ed by Law, it was the Cuftom to lead their Horfes by
the Bridle into the Forum, before the Duumvirs [Cen-
fors,] and giving an Account under whom and what
Generals or Captains they had ferved ; they were
thereupon difmifled from farther Service in the Wars :
AnExample whereof Plurarch relates to have been given
'by Pampfy himfelf.

Bur whereas among the Roman Infcriptions we find
Equo publico honoratus donatus, ornatus, and exornatus, fuch
is not to be conftrued to be of Equeftrian Dignity, but
only to have received the premia militaria, with which
the Emperors ufed to recompenfe fome particular Ex-
ploit, by the Honour of fuch a Gift, according to Sal-
mafus.  Equus Publicus, by a wondrous, neverthelefs
an accuftom’d Speech,among the Romans, is the Knight,
qui eguo publico mever.  And gui equo publico donatus, the
other deferving Perfon.

As to the Ring : In Genefis we read of Pharoah’s taking
off his Ring, and putting it upon Fofzph’s Hand. When
they came in Fafhion with the Romans, the Senators at
firft wore Iron ones, which were accounted the Enfign
of Military Vertue, received upon a Publick Account.
Howbeit, in Procefs of Time, when Gold Rings were
drawn into Ufe, none but Senators and Knights had

them,
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them. The Difference among the Rings of the thiree

Orders in the State were,as Licerus obferves, Gold Rings

fet with pretious Stones were given to the Senators on-

ly 5 Plain Rings without Stones to the Knights, and

Iron Rings to the Plebtians, or Free-born-men 3 info-

much that Zgueftre dignitate dondre, and annulo honorare,

is a promif-cuous Phrafe in Tacitus, t0 give the Dignity
of Knighthood 5 and at the Battle of Canne, by the.two

Meafures or Bufhels of Gold Rings f{ent to Carthages the

Number of theRomanKnights there flain was compnted:

§. 7. Arlength Freed-Men being! created Knights,
the Jus aunulorum, the Right of wearing Gold Rings,
became promifcuous.

Amonc the Germans, the Shield and Lance were zét
counted the grand Badges of Military Honour; - or
Knighthood.  This the Lombayds, the Franks, and out
Country-men, all defcending out of Germany, ufed, and
was to us (in the Opinion of Sir Hex. Spelman)) the
Foundation of the Knightly Ordér. Much like the
ancient Germans was the Cuftom of making Knights
among the Iifh: ' And Favine notes the Shiield and Lance
were the proper: Arms appertaining toa French Knight,
which Efquires, Armigérs, carried always after their
Mafters, Shields and Scutes (as they are vulgarly called)
i. 2. Equeftrian *T'argets, inclining to an Oval, not
Shields or Bucklers of Foot Soldiers.

Aworuzr Enfign and Ornament of Knightly Honous
15, the Cingulum militare, or Balteus, which, Parra fays,
15 Tufean, fignifying a military Girdle, which were
garnifhed with great Buckles, Studs, and Rings of pure
Gold, to fhew their Dignityand Power in military Com-
mands 5 and with' fuch a Belt, fet -with Pearls and
Precious Stones, young Athelffan was girded, when he
receiv’d Kuighthood from his Grandfathes King L#Mred,

Our Knights were no lefs anciently known by thefe
Belts, than by their gilt Swords, Spurs, erc. Howbeit
the Ufe now only appears in Knights of the Bath,

To this Belt wasalfo added 2 Sword, not ofOrdinary
Ule; and therefore termed the Sword of a Knighr,
which was hallowed with great Ceremony.

ANOTHER eminent Badge is the Golden Spurs,where-
with, at the Time of their Creation, Knights Spurs
were wont to be adorned ; and to thefe, g little afier the
Conqueft, were added far more and greatér Oruaments.
They were ufually put on after the Perfon had been

pre-
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prefented to the Prince who gaveithe Honour, to fignify,
that the new-made Knight fhould not only declare his
Valour by his Sword, but alfo by the Manigement of
his Horfe, which he fhould encourage and excite with
his Spurs, to the carrying on his valiant Defigns. Thefe
Spurs have been of that Efteem, that Knight ‘Batchelors
are latinized Equires aurati 5 among the Germans, Ritter
defs Gulden Sporss5 and with ns heretofore, Kuights of the
Spurs And feveral Families by the Name of Kuighty
bear for their Arms the Spurs ona Canton,

It is farther certify’d among the Rights-of 2 Knight
Baneret, that upon the Account of his Knighthood he
may wear gilt Spurs, as well as a gilt Sword 5 and that
the Spurs are eﬂ'm_ltml, may be colletted from the De-
gradation of a Knight, where his gilt Spurs are firft cut
off with an Hatchec, the Cafe of Sit 4#ndra Harcla, In
the laft Place is the Collar, an Enfign of Knightly Dig-
nity among the Geymans, Gauls, Britons, Danes and Goths,
among whom it was cpftomary to wear them, as deno-
ting ﬁglch as were remarkable for their Valour. Bat in
latcr Times, it was the peculiar  Fathion of Knights
among us to wear Golden Collars compofed of §.
or other various Devices 3 {0 that thofe Monuments are
known to be ereéted for Kanights on whofe Portraitures
{uch Ognaments are found.

§. 8. Tae Qualifications for Knighthood are princi-
pally three. 1. Merit, the bare mentioning whereof
fhall fuffice here. 2. Birth, wiz. that the Parties who
enter thereinto ought firit to make appear they be
Gentlemén of  three Paternal Defcents, bearing Coat
Armounr ; and much thefame was the Law of the Em-
pire under Frederick 2. A4 D. 1212. Some think it alfo
mfufficient, unlef§ defcended o by the Mother's Side 3
at leaft fhe muft be a freed Woman. And, 3. Eftate,
whichallo ferves to fupport the Dignity.

Trus Wealth was fo much regarded among the Cha-
lécdonians,  that thofe who were rich, bore the Name of

Knights, It was Eftate that entitled a2 Man to this
Honour among the Remans 3 for the Cenfor mighe
compel any Citizen equal to the Equeftrian Cenfe,
whom he thought fit to take that Order: And this
confifted of 400000 Sefterces, /. 2 3025 /. of out Money.

~ AND asin0/d Rome, fo here in England, notlong after

the Conqueft, they who held a Knights Fee, viz. 680
Actes of Land might claim it, fays Camden, But it ap-
Pears from Se/den, that no certain Number, or Extent
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of Acres, made a Knight's Fee ¢ and Temp. Hen. 3. and

Edw.y. and 1 Edw. 2. the Cenfis militss was meafured
by 20 /. by the Year, ormore ; and by the Royal ‘Pre-
rogative, fome who held 15, then 20, at other times
30, then 40, and fometimes 50 /. Lands, were required
to accept this Honour by Writs direfted to the Sheriffs
of the Counties, and were excufed only by Reafon of
old Age, irrecoverable Weaknefs, Lofs of Limbs, or
being in Holy Orders ; and upon all other Caufes (if
exempted) they paid a Fine, eftimated according to
the Nature of the Excufe, or length of Time given.

Bur inthe promifcuous Courfe of Knighthood, where
the Men of Wealth and Eftate (whether otherwife
worthy or not) became dignify’d; yet the Gate of
Honour was not then fhut again{t thofe, who wanting
Riches, deferved well of their Country ; for when
Princes conferr’d fuch Dignities upon Men of narrow
Fortunes, they ufually beftowed with them annual Pen-
fions, or Lands, agreeable to the Judgment of the Au-
thor of the Divifion du monde, who faith that the Ho-
nour of Knightheod is not to be given any Perfon who
hath not a confiderable Eftate, unlefs fufficient Means to
fupport the Honour of the Order be alfo given with it.

Tursz Penfions are frequently mention’d in our Rolls,
{fometimes during Pleafure, and fometimes during the
Life of the Knight, or till better Provifion fhould be
made for their Supports : Examples whereof are, Sir
John Aste Lee, Sir Nele Loring, Sir Sohn Walfb, Knights.
The like Rewards our Kings gave to fuch whofe Merit
raifed them to the Degree of a Banerer, exprefs'd in their
Patents, ad manutenendum flatum Banererti, Pro [uftentatione
fua, ut ipfe flatum Baneretti melius manugenere poffit, Pro flatu
fuo manutenendo 5 or Words to the like Effedt - Examples
‘where of are, Sir Reginald Cobham, Sir Thomas de Rokeley,
Sir John Lyfle, and Sir Roger de Swynerton, Banerets.

IT may be next confider’d who can make Knights 3
wherein it is apparent, that they who never were, and
others who never could be Knights, have conferrd this
Dignity 5 yet ’tis to be underftood, that Neceflity and
Cuftom hath in this Cafe the Force of a Law : For anci-
ently, Bifbops and Pricfts made Knights 3 fo alfo do the
Popes, and fome Commonwealths ; likewife our Queens.
For the Sovereign, or the Heir apparent, tho' they be no
Knights, may neverthele(s do it, by reafon they poflefs
the Kingdom 5 and are therefore the Head and Chief of
Chevalry, and confequent all the Power thereof is con-
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eained in their Command. To conclude this Point,
Knighthood was alwaysreceived from the Hands of another
Perfon, -either by Ceremony, or Diploma, except only
the Kings of pair,” who Time out of Mind made them-
felves Knights 5 and this by Vertue ofan old Law written
in the Arragonian Tongue, as Ambrofias Morales repotts.
And, to floew that no Man upon Earth hath any Power. aves
him, laeﬂ:m’[ gird :’Jimﬁf_'f with the Sword made _dﬁe’r' the Form
of a Crofss and that Day can no other Man be Knighted.

. 9. Ofthe Ceremonies and‘Formal1t:e§ ufed at the
Conferring of Kniihthood, the moft ancient was per-
form’d by putting the Belt Ioofe over the Shoulder, or
girdin it clofe about the Wafte. The Bend in Armoury
reprefgnts the one, and the Fefs the other. The firlt
Chriftian Kings at giving this Belt kiffed the new Knight
on the Left Cheek, faying, Iz the Honour of the Father,
and the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, I make you a Knight,
It was called Ofculum pacss, the Kifs of Favour, or Bro-
thethood, and is prefumed to be the Accollade, or Cere-
mony of Imbracing, which Charles the Great uled when
he Knighted his Son Lewss the Dcbonair. It was in the
Time of the fame Emperor,the Way of Knighting by the
Colaphum, or Blow on the Ear, ufed in Sign of fuftaining
future Hardfhips, which isthought to have been deriv’d
from the Manner of Manumiffion of a Slave among the
Remans 5 a Cuftom long after retained in Germany and
France,: - Thus William Earl of Holland, who was to be
Knighted before hecould be Zmperor, at his being ele&ted
King of the Romans, received Knighthood by the Box of
the Ear, crc. from Fohu King of Bobemia, A. D. 1247.

In the Time of the Saxons here in England, Kuights re-
ceived their Intitutions at the Hands of Great Prelates or
Abbats 3 which,according to their Opinion,render’d them
more aufpicious. In the accomplifhing of which Solem-
nity, they added many religious Ceremonies, as Watch-
ing, Fafting, Bathing, and Confecrating the Sword ; an
Inftance of which we have in Heward Lord of Brune, in

in. Liricoln/bire, who received this Honour from Frand,
Abbot. of St. Edmundsbury. But not long after the Con-
queft, this Cuftom was reftrained by a Synod a, 77efimin-
Jtery 4:D.x102. 3 H.1. which among other Things
ordained Ne Abbates [i. e. all Spiritnal Perfons] faciunt
milites, However the religious Ceremonies for the moft
part continued, efpecially Vigilsand Bathings, as ap-
pears by that grand Solemnity at the Crearion of 267
Knights, Sons of Earls, Barons, and Knights, upon

Whit-
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W hit[ontide, anno 34 Edw. 1. cited by Seldeiz and Caindes,
And thefe Formalities the Saxons and Nosmans, not only
here in England, but the EFrench, Spaniards, and other
Nations, obferv’d, concluding from it, that- decency
of Habit was as well expelted from them, as Integrity
of Life, and purity of Manners. And the like religious
Ceremony was heretofore obferv’d in Spain at the Crea-
tion of Knights, whether Cauelleros de E/l;f:cf,’a 4’ Orada,
or Amados Eour Knights Batchelors, ] In this Form, the
Perfon to be Knighted was bathed in the Evening, and

refently laid in Bed 5 then cloathed in rich Robes, and
ﬁ:d to the Church to perform his Vigils: That being
over, and Mafs heird, his Spurs were put on, and his
Sword girt about him, then drawn out, and put inte
his Right Hand ; whereupon the Qath was forthwith
adminiftred to him ; which taken, he that beflowed the
Dignity gave him una Pefconade, a Blow, or Stroke on
the Neck, faying, God aifift you in the Performance of
your Promife. _

Tuzr Oath or Vow the Knights profeffed, was in ge-
neral, to relieve and proteét Widows, the Fatherlefs,
Opprefled and Milerable, and to defend the Church of
God ; which to keep and perform was efteem’d as meri-
torious,as to do all that a Monk, Frier,or Canon Regular
{hould.

TurrE isalfo mention (by Mr. Selden) of confecrating
the Sword, offering it at the Altar,and receiving it again
from thence, as an implicit Kind of taking an Qath.
But as in Peace and great Leifure thefe tedious Ceremo-
nies were ufed, yet it was otherwife in Times of War,
or on a Day of Battle, where Hurry and Throng of
Affairs would not permit; and therefore, as well be-
fore the joining of Battle, as after Victory obtained, it
was ufual for the Prince or General in the Field, on
Sight of the Army, to give thofe whom he thought fit
to advance to that Honour (they humb'!y kneeling be-
fore him) a Stroke with a naked Sword flatwife ﬁpon
their Shoulders, or elfe to touch their Heads or Shoul-
ders lightly, without any other Ceremony, except
pronouncing i Egues in nomine Dei 5 to which he adds,

Krﬁ, 177 A K}zigfrr, ot in the French, Sus, or Sois, Che-
walier, au nom de Dien, which we commonly call Dubbing,
the old Englifp Word ufed for Creating [Confecratinﬁ]
a Knight, from doopen to dip, by Bathing.

AnoTHER Manner of creating Knights Abroad was,
by Royal Cedicils, or Letters Patents(thefe the Slbam'ar:fsl
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call Privilegios de Cavelleria’) whereupon fuch Knights are
intitled Equites Codicellares and thefe were fent to fuch
as dwelt in remote Countries, and fometimes, but
rarely, extended fo as to make the Degree heredi-
tary. There is one Example, that by the bare figni-
fication of Letter, without any Cercmonies or Patents
under Seal; Philip IV. of Spain, Fan. 15. 1653, con-
ferr’d upon all the Captains that behav’d themfelves
valiantly in Defence of Maftricht (then lately befieg’d by
the Hollanders) to thofe that were Gentlemen, the Title
of Knights ; and to others, that of Gentlemen.

Havine thus briefly fhew’d the variousForms of Crea-
tion of Kwights Batchelors, 1 fhall remark what Selden has
obferv’d of Kuights Bannerers in later Times, wherein he
that was advanc’d to that Honour in the Field, was in-
dutted between two Senior Knights with T'rumpets be-
fore them, and the Heralds carrying a long Banner of his
Arms, call'd a Penor ; in which Manner being brought
to the King or Lieutenant, who bidding him good Suc-
cefs, the Tip of the Banner is cut off, that of an Oblong
it might become a Square, like the Banner of a Baron :
This done, he returns to his Tent, condufted as be-
fore. As for the many and various Formularies at the
Creation of a Knight of the Bath, fee Sir Edward Byfb:
among his Notes upon Upton and Sir William Dugdale’s
Warwiek 6. The Knights of the Bath, at the Coronation of
King Charles 11. watched and bathed; they took an
Oath ; they were girded with a Sword and Belt; and
laftly, dubbed by the King with the Sword of State.

§ 10. In the Dignity, Honour and Renown of Knight-
hood, is included fomewhat of Magnificence more excel-
lent than Nobility it felf ; which mounting the Royal
Throne, becomes the Affertor of Civil Nobility, and fits
as Judge at the Tribunal therefore. Knight is noted by
Camden as a Name of Dignity, but Baror is not fo.
For if heretofore a Baron had not receiv’d Knighthood,
he was written plainly by his Chriftian Name, and that
Of_' his Family, ‘without any Addition but that of Do-
minys, 4 'Term attributéd to a Knight 5 and in ancient
Charters, the Titles and Names of Kwights may be
feen fet before Barons. It beftows Gentiliry not only
upon the meanly Born, but upon his Defcendants, and
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encreafeth the Honour of thofe well-defcended. Here-
unto agrees the Common-Law : If a Villain be made a
Knight, he is thereby imme dmc]y enfranchifed, and
confequently accounted a Gentleman ; agreeable to
the Romdn Law, where the *Donation of a Gold-
Ring enncbled a Slave. Mecenss dy’d a Companion
of that Order ; even Kings and Princes look upon
it as an Acceffion to their Hunour, their other Titles
o Dominion and Power, this their Valour

and Courage. Geyfa, King of Hungary, Leopold, Mat-
quis of , Ottacher, I)Lﬂw of Stiria, and Frederick,
Duke of Aufiria and Stirie 5 Godfry, Duke of fuuf'umt,
with Henry his Son, Peter, King of .-,r,.mx_w, the Empe-
vor. Henry 111. our William Ru King Edward 111, Hen-
ry VL H /1»__\ VII. Edward V1. Lewis X1. Francis 1. I\;ings
of France, and others, rc:c‘ivcd this Dignity at the Time
1r\g"\' enjoy d thur other ' jﬂ.‘c And tho’ it is faid the
Sons-of the Irench King are Knights as foon as they re-
ceive Hdptum, yet are th y not judg’d wmrhy the
K 1,mdﬂm, unlefs firlt folemn] y cr cated. And we elfe-
where find, that the Royal Heirs of Arragon were {ul-
pended ﬂom that Crown, until they had received the
Honour of Knighthood. And after the Norman Con-
queft, our young Princes were fent over to the neigh-
l*ourmﬂr Kings to receive this Honour. Thus our T\mrr
Henry II. was fent to Davi id, King of Scots, and Kni 1!;:-
ed by him in Carliflz 5 and Eda ‘J I; ar ThC‘ Age of Fif-
teen Years, to Alphonfus XI. King of Cafile, for the fame
Dignity. In like manner did J"o'.":i{n Princes repair
hithet; to receive the Honour from our Kings. As
Malecolme, King of Scotland, and Alexander, Son of Wil-
ltam, l\;ing of Seotland, Knighted by our King Fohn,
Anno 1212.  So was _Alexander 111 ln; our King He nry
HI. at York, Anno 1252, and Magnus, King of the Ifle of
Man, 'wt"u fame King. = All which fufficiently demon-
ftrate the great Renpwn of Kuighthood, and the Ho-
agur and Efteem which was ever had for that Order.
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