th
oy
ot
lch
0y.
im

18

d

g
(7}

al
5

it

A g LB

PREFACE

Hofe who are acquainted wich Mr.

Afhmole’s Hiftory of the moft
Noble Order of the Garter, will eafily
[atisfy themfelves 5 that no Pains or Indufiry
was wanting ta Perfect and Complete [o Ve
luminous a Work : He had the Encourage=
ment of a Very gracious Prince, and the ufe
of publick Records, more particularly ihe fe-
veral Books of the Order, with the Af=
[iftance of feveral MSS wrote by the O-
cers of Arms, who bore FPart in ihe Cere-
monies, or went on Embaffies to Stranger
Kings, Princes, &c. and by their conftant
Obfervations, were familiarly verfed in ull
its Laws and Cuftoms.

Thefe were very great helps to him, and
it muft be confeffed his own elaborate Study
bad not lefs owing to it. Lhere is nothing
that has relation to this moft Noble Ot~
der, which he bas nit touched on 5 and in-

deed
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deed it is a Work_fo very copious, that be-
does himfelf acknowledge be has inferted fome

things of little importance 5 which be defires
may be confidered to be done, to gratify fome
few,who have a more immediate concern therein.

The Reader will in this Treatife find little
elfe omitted : A very painful “and exaft 4-
bridgment bas been made, many Correétions
of the Author's, which be [aw before bis Death,
and left among his other Books in bis Li-
brary at Oxtord, are here carefully al-
tered 5 fome Additions are made, a Liff
continned, of the feveral Knights-Com-
panions, as well as Officers of the Order,
for above forty Years 5 and the Coats of Arms
of abundance of the Knights-Companions
Vifibly corrected from good Authorities; and
every diftinét Chapter treated of at large 5 fo
that this Work has not been compleated but
at great Labour as well as Expence, which
conld not have bem [upported, but for
the Encouragement fome of the Knightse
Companions of the moft Noble Order
were pleafed to give it 5 as well in their
Subfcriptions, as in the good Opimion  they
Jifff?mcd ta Exprefs of the Defion,
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