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PREFACE
T Hofe who are acquainted with Mr.

Afhmole * Hiftory of the moft
Noble Older of the Garter , will eafily
fatisfy themfelves 5 that no (Pains or Induflry
was wanting to Perfetj ana Complete jo Vo¬
luminous a War^ ' He had the Encourage¬
ment ofa Very gracious Prince, and the ufe
of publickJRecords , more particularly ihe fe¬
deral Books of the Order , with the Af-
fiflance of Jeueral MSS wrote by the Offi¬
cers of Arms, who bore Part in the Cere¬
monies, or went on EmbaJJies to Stranger
Kjngs, Princes, See. and by their conftant
ObferVations , were familiarly Verfed in all
its Laws and Cufioms.

Thefe were Very great helps to him, and
it mujl be confeffed hts own elaborate Study
had not le/s owing to it . Ihere is nothing
that has relation to this moft Noble Or¬
der, which he has not touched on 3 and in¬

deed
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deed it is a Worffo Very copious , that he
does himfelf acknowledge he has infertedfome
things of little importance -

y which he deftres
may be confidered to be done , to gratify fame
few,who haVe a more immediate concern therein.

The (Reader will in this Treatife find little
elfe omitted : A Very painful and exatl A-
bridgment has been made, many Corrections
of the Authors , which he faw before his Death,
and left among his other Books in his Li¬
brary at Oxford , are here carefully al¬
tered ; fome Additions are made, a Lift
continued, of the feveral Knights -Com-
panions , as well as Officers of the Order,
for aboveforty Tears 5 and the Coats ofArms
of abundance of the Knights -Companions
Vifibly corrected from good Authorities  5 and
eVery dijlinH Chapter treated of at large ; fo
that this Work

x ^as not been compleated but
atgreat Labour as well as Expence, which
could not haVe been fupported , but for
the Encouragement fome of the Knights-
Companions of the moft Noble Order
were pleafed to give it 5 as well in their
Subfcriptions, as in the good Opinion they
feemed to Exprefs of the Defign,
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